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Dalr. 

Dan. 


Dan. & LI. 

Dav. & Mer. 

Dav. Pat. Oas. . . 
Dav. Ir. . . 

Day 

Dea. & Sw. 

Deac. 

Deac. & Ch. 

Dears. & B. 

Dears, O. C. 

Doas & And. 

De G 

De G. F. & J. . . 

De G. & J. 


De G. J. & Sm. . . 


De G. M. & G. . . 


De G. & Sm. 
Delane . . 


Den. 

Dick. 

Dig. 

Dirl. 


Dods. 
Donnelly 
Doug. El. Cas. 
Doug. (k. b.) 
Dow 

Dow & Cl. 


Daliymple’s Decisions, Court of Session (Scotland), 
fol., 1 vol., 1698—1720 

Daniel I’s Reports, Exchequer in Equity, 1 vol., 1817 
—1823 

Danson and Lloyd’s Mercantile Cases, 1 vol., 1828 — 
1829 

Davison and Merivale’s Reports, Queen’s Bench, 

1 vol., 1843—1844 

Davies’ Patent Cases, 1 vol., 1785 — 1816 

Davj’^s’ (or Davies’ or Davy’s) Reports (Ireland), 

1 vol., 1604—1611 

Day’s Election Cases, 1 vol., 1892 — 1893 

Deane and Swabey’s Ecclesiastical Reports, 1 vol., 

1855 — 1857 • 

Deacon’s Reports, Bankruptcy, 4 vols., 1834 — 1840 
Deacon and Chitty’s Reports, Bankruptcy, 4 vols., 

1832 — 1835 

Dearsly and Bell’s Crown Cases Reserved, 1 vol., 

1856— 1858 

Dearsly’s Crown Cases Reserved, 1 vol., 1852 — 1856 
Deas and Anderson’s Decisions (Scotland), 5 vols., 
1829—1832 

De Gex’s Reports, Bankruptcy, 1 vol., 1844 — 1848 
Do Gex, Fisher, and Jones’s Reports, Chancery, 
4 vols., 1859—1862 

Do Gex and Jones’s Reports, Chancery, 4 vols., 1857 
—1859 

De Gex, Jones, and Smith’s Reports, Chancery, 
4 vols., 1862 — 1865 

De Gex, Macnaghten, and Gordon’s Reports, Chan- 
cery, 8 vols., 1851 — 1857 

De Gex and Smale’s Reports, Chancery, 5 vols., 1846 
—1852 

Delane’s Decisions, Revision Courts, 1 vol., 1832 — 
1835 

Denison’s Crown Cases Reserved, 2 vols., 1844 — 1852 
Dickens* R^orts, Chancery, 2 vols., 1559 — 1798 
Justinian’s Digest or Pandects 

Dirleton’s Decisions, Court of Session (Scotland), 
fol., 1 vol., 1665—1677 

Dodson’s Reports, Admiralty, 2 vols., 1811 — 1822 
Donnelly’s Reports, Chancery, 1 vol., 1836 — 1837 
Douglas’ Election Cases, 4 vols., 1774 — 1776 
Douglas’ Reports, King’s Bench, 4 vols., 1778 — 1785 
Dow’s Reports, House of Lords, 6 vols., 1812 — 1818 
Dow and Clark’s Reports, House of Lords, 2 vols., 
1827—1832 

Dowling and Lowndes* Practice Reports, 7 vols., 
1843—1849 


Dow. & L. 
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Dow. & By. (k. b.) 
Dow, & By. (m. 0.) 
Dow. & By. (n. p.) 
Dowl. 

Dowl. (if. s.) 

Dr. & Wal. 

Dr, & War. 

Drew. 

Drew. & Sm. 

Driiikwater 
Drury temp. Nap. 

Drury temp. Sag. 

Dugd. Orig. 

Duul. (Ct. of Sess.) 

Duuniiig.. 

Durie • . 

Dyer . , 

E. & B 

E. & E 

E. B. & E. 

Eag. & Y. 

East 

East, P. C. 

Ecc. & Ad. 

Eden 

Edgar . , 

Edw 

Elchies . . 

Eng. Pr. Gas. 

Eq. Cas. Abr. , , 

Eq. Rep. 

Esp 

Exch. 

Ex. D. . , 

F. & F 

F. (Ot. of Sess.) 

Fac. Coll, (with date) 


Abbreviations. 

Dowling and Byland’s Beports, Bung’s Bench, 9 vole., 
1822—1827 

Dowling and Ryland’s Magistrates’ Cases, 4 vols., 
1822—1827 

Dowling and By land’s Reports, Nisi Prius, 1 part, 
1822—1823 

Dowling’s Practice Reports, 9 vols., 1830 — 1841 
Dowling’s Practice Reports, New Series, 2 vols., 
1841—1843 

Drury and Walsh’s Reports, Chancery (Ireland), 
2 vols., 1837—1841 

Druiy and Warren’s Reports, Chancery (Ireland), 
4 vols., 1841—1843 

Dre wry’s Reports, Chancery, 4 vols., 1852 — 1859 
Drewry and Smale’s Reports, Chancery, 2 vols., 1859 
—1865 

Drinkwater’s Reports, Common Pleas, 1 vol., 1839 
Drury’s Reports temp, Napier, Chancery (Ireland), 

1 vol., 1858 — 1859 

Drury’s Reports temp, Sugden, Chancery (Ireland), 

1 voL, 1841—1844 
Dugdale’s Origines Juridiciales 

Dunlop, Court of Session Cases (Scotland), 2nd series, 
24 vols., 1838—1862 

Dunning’s Reports, King’s Bench, 1 voL, 1753 — 
1754 

Durie’s Decisions, Court of Session (Scotland), fob, 

1 vol., 1621—1642 

DyePs Reports, King’s Bench, 3 vols., 1513 — 1581 

Ellis and Blackburn’s Reports, Queen’s Bench, 
.8 vols., 1852—1858 

Ellis and Ellis’s Reports, Queen’s Bench, 3 vols., 
1858—1861 

Ellis, Blackburn, and Ellis’s Reports, Queen’s Bench, 

1 vol., 1858—1860 

Eagle and Younge’s Tithe Cases, 4 vols., 1223 — 1825 
East’s Reports, King’s Bench, 16 vols., 1800 — 1812 
East’s Pleas of the Crown 

Spinks’ Ecclesiastical and Admiralty Reports, 2 vols., 
1853—1855 

Eden’s Reports, Chancery, 2 vols., 1757 — 1766 
Edgar’s Decisions, Comt of Session (Scotland), fob, 
1724—1725 

Edwards’ Reports, Admiralty, 1 vol., 1808 — 1812 
Elchies’ Decisions, Court of Session (Scotland), 

2 vols., 1733—1754 

Roscoe’s English Prize Cases, 2 vols., 1745 — 1858 
Abridgment of Cases in Equity, fob, 2 vols., 1667 — 
1744 

Equity Reports, 3 vols., 1853 — 1855 
Espinasse’s Reports, Nisi Prius, 6 vols., 1793 — 1810 
Exchequer Reports (Welsby, Hurlstone, and Gor- 
don), 11 vols., 1847 — 1856 

Law Reports, Exchequer Division, 6 vols., 1875 — 
1880 

Foster and Finlason’s Reports, Nisi Prius, 4 vols., 
1856—1867 

Fraser, Court of Session Oases (Scotland), 5th series, 
1898—1906 

Faculty of Advocates, Collection of Decisions, Court 
of Session (Scotland), fob, Ist and 2nd series, 
21 vols. 1752—1825 



Abbreviations. 
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Fao. OoU. (n. s.) (with 
date) 

• • • • • • 

Falc. & Fitz. 

Ferg 

Fitz-G. . . 

Fitz. Nat. Brev. 

FI. & K. 


Fonbl. 

For. 

Forb. 

Fort. De Laud. 
Fortes. Rep. 
Fost. 

Fount. 

Fox & S. Ir, 

Fox & S. Beg. 

Freem. (on.) 
Freom. (k. b.) 


Faculty of Advocates, Collection of Decisions, Court 
of Session (Scotland), New Series, 16 vols., 1825 — 
1841 

Falconer’s Decisions, Court of Session (Scotland), 
2 vols., foL, 1744—1751 

Falconer and Fitzherbort’s Election Cases, 1 voL, 1835 
—1838 

Ferguson’s Consistorial Decisions (Scotland), 1 vol., 
1811—1817 

Fitz-Gibbons’ Reports, King’s Bench, fol,, 1 vol., 
1728—1731 

Fitzherbert’s Natura Brevium 

Flanagan and Kelly’s Reports, Rolls Court (Ireland), 
1 vol., 1840—1842 

Fonblanque’s Reports, Bankruptcy, 2 parts, 1849 — 
1852 

Forrest’s Reports, Exchequer, 1 vol., 1800 — 1801 

Forbes’ Decisions, Court of Session (Scotland), fol., 
1 vol., 1705—1713 

Fortescue, De Laudibus Legum Anglise 

Fortescue’s Reports, fob, 1 vol., 1692 — 1736 

Foster’s Crown Cases, 1 vol., 1743 — 1760 

Fountainball’s Decisions, Court of Session (Scotland), 
fol., 2 vols., 1678—1712 

M. C. Fox and T. B. C. Smith’s Reports, King’s 
Bench (Ireland), 2 vols., 1822 — 1825 

J. S. Fox and O. L. Smith’s Registration Cases, 
1 vol., 1886 — 1895 

Freeman’s Reports, Chancery, 1 vol., J660 — 1706 

Freeman’s Reports, King’s Bench and Common 
Pleas, 1 vol., 1670— 1704 


Gal. & Dav. 
Gale 

Gib. Cod. 
GifP. 

Gilb. 


Gilb. 0. P. 
Gilb. (OH.) 
Gilm. & F. 

Gl. & J. . . 
Qlanv. 

Glanv. El. Cas. 
Glascock . . 
Godb. . . 

Gouldsb. . . 

Gow 

Gwill. 


Gale and Davison’s Reports, Queen’s Bench, 3 vols., 
1841—1843 

Gale’s Reports, Exchequer, 2 vols., 1835 — 1836 
Gibson’s Codex Juris Ecclesiastici Anglicani 
Giffard’s Reports, Chancery, 5 vols., 1857 — 1865 
Gilbert’s Cases in Law and Equitj’, 1 vol., 1713— 
1714 

Gilbert’s History and Practice of the Court of 
Common Pleas 

Gilbert’s Reports, Chancery and Exchequer, fob, 
1 vol., 1706—1726 

Gilmour and Falconer’s Decisions, Court of Session 
(Scotland), 2 parts. Part I. (Gilmour) 1661 — 1666, 
Part II. (Falconer) 1681—1686 
Glyn and Jameson’s Reports, Bankruptcy, 2 vols., 
1819—1828 

Glanville, De Logibus et Consuetudinibus Regni 
An glim 

Glanville’s Election Cases, 1 vol., 1623 — 1624 
Glascock’s Reports (Ireland), 1 vob, 1831 — -1832 
Qodbolt’s Reports, King’s Bench, Common Pleas, 
and Exchequer, 1 vob, 1574 — 1637 
Gouldsborough’s Reports, Queen’s Bench and King’s 
Bench, 1 vol., 1586 — 1601 
Gow’s Reports, Nisi Prius, 1 vol., 1818 — 1820 
Gwillim’s Tithe Cases, 4 vols., 1224 — 1824 


Hurlstone and Coltmon’s Reports, Exchequer, 4 vols., 
1862—1866 

Hurlstone and Norman’s Reports, Exchequer, 7 vols. 
1856—1862 


H. & O. • • 
H. &N. .. 
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Abbreviations. 


H. & Tw. •• Hall and Twells’ Reports, Ohanoery, 2 vols., 1848— 

1850 

H. & W. . • Hurlstone and Walmsley’s Reports, Exchequer, 

1 voL, 1840 — 1841 

H. L. Cas. . . Clark’s Reports, House of Lords, 11 vols., 1847 — 1866 

Hag. Adm. .. Haggard’s Reports, Admiralty, 3 vols., 1822 — 1838 

Hag. Con. Haggard’s Consistorial Reports, 2 vols., 1789 — 1821 

Hag. Ecc. .. Haggard’s Ecclesiastical Reports, 4 vols., 1827 — 1833 

Hailes . . . . Hailes’s Decisions, Court of Session (Scotland), 

2 vols., 1766—1791 

Hale, C. L. . • Hale’s Common Law 

Hale, P. C. . . Hale’s Pleas of the Crown, 2 vols. 

Har. & Ruth. . . Harrison and Rutherfurd’s Reports, Common Pleas, 

1 vol., 1865—1866 

Har. & W* . . HaiTison and Wollaston’s Reports, King’s Bench 

and Bail Court, 2 vols., 1835 — 1836 

Hare. .. .. Harcarse’s Decisions, Court of Session (Scotland), 

fol., 1 vol., 1681—1691 

Hard. .. Hardres’ Reports, Exchequer, fol., 1 vol., 1655 — 1669 

Hare ,. .. Hare’s Reports, Ohanceiy, 11 vols., 1841 — 1853 

Hawk. P. C. . • Hawkins’s Pleas of the Crown, 2 vols. 

Hayes . . .. Ha 3 "es’s Reports, Exchequer (Ireland), 1 vol., 1830 — 

1832 

Hayes & Jo. . . Ha 3 ’^e 8 and Jones’s Reports, Exchequer (Ireland), 

1 vol., 1832—1834 

Hem. & M. , . Hemming and Miller’s Reports, Chancery, 2 vols., 

1862— 1865 

Het. •. Hetley’s Reports, Common Pleas, fol., I vol., 1627 — 

1631 

Hob. .. •• Hobart’s Reports, Common Pleas, fol., 1 vol., 1613 

—1625 

Hodg. .. Hodges* Reports, Common Pleas, 3 vols., 1835 — 

1837 

Hog. Hogan’s Reports, Rolls Court (Ireland), 2 vols., 1816 

—1834 

Holt (adm.) .. W. Holt’s Rule of the Road Cases, Admiralty, 1 vol., 

1863— 1867 

Holt (eq.) •• W. Holt’s Equity Reports, 1 vol., 1845 

Holt (k. b.) .. Sir John Holt’s Reports, King’s Bench, fol., 1 vcl. 

1688—1710 

Holt (n. p.) . . F. Holt’s Reports, Nisi Prius, 1 vol., 1815 — 1817 

Home, Ct. o! Sess. Home’s Decisions, Court of Session (Scotland), 

fol., 1 vol., 1735—1744 

Hop. & Colt. .. Hop wood and Coltman’s Registration Cases, 2 vols., 

1868—1878 

Hop. & Ph. .. Hop wood and Philbrick’s Registration Cases, 1 vol., 

1863—1867 

Horn & H. .. Horn and Hurlstone’s Reports, Exchequer, 2 vols., 

1838—1839 

Hov. Suppl. ,, Hovenden’s Supplement to Vesey Jun.’s Reports, 

Chancery, 2 vols., 1753 — 1817 

Hud. & B. . , Hudson and Brooke’s Reports, King’s Bench and 

Exchequer (Ireland), 2 vols., 1827 — 1831 
Hume .. ,, Hume’s Decisions, (jourt of Session (Scotland), 

1 vol., 1781—1822 

Hut. .. Hutton’s Reports, Common Pleas, fol., 1 vol., 1617 — 

1638 

Hy. Bl. . . , . Henry Blackstone’s Reports, Common Pleas, 2 vols., 

1788—1796 

I. C. L. R, Irish Common Law Reports, 17 vols., 1849 — 1866 

I. Ch. R. Irish Chancery Reports, 17 vols., 1850 — 1867 

1. Eq. R. Irish Equity Reports, 13 vols., 1838 — 1851 

I. L. R. .. Irish Law Reports, 13 vols., 1838 — 1861 
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I. L. T. . . . . Irish Law Times, 1867 — (current) 

I, B. (preceded by date) Irish Reports, since 1893 [1894] 1 L B.) 

L B. 0. L. . . . . Irish Reports, Common Law, 11 vols., 1866 — 1877 

L B. Eq. .. .. Irish Reports, Equity, 11 vols., 1866 — 1877 

It. Oirc. Oas. . . . . Irish Circuit Gases, 1 vol., 1811 — 1843 

Ir. Jut. . . . . . . Irish Jurist, 18 vols., 1849 — 1866 

It. L. Bee. 1st ser. . . Law Recorder (Ireland) 1st series, 4 vols., 1827 — 

1831 

Ir. L. Bee. (n. s.) . . Law Recorder (Ireland) New Series, 6 vols., 1833 — 

1838 

Irv. • • . • • • Irvine’s Justiciary Reports (Scotland), 5 vols., 1852 — 

1867 

J. Bridg. .. .. Sir John Bridgman’s Reports, Common Pleas, foL, 

1 vol.y 1613'"“1621 

J. P. . . . . . . Justice of the Peace, 1837 — (current) 

J. Shaw, Just. .. .. J. Shaw’s Justiciary Reports (Scotland), 1 vol., 1848 

—1852 

Jac. . . . . . . Jacob’s Reports, Chancery, 1 vol., 1821 — 1823 

Jac. & W. . . . . Jacob and Walker’s Reports, Chancery, 2 vols., 1819 

—1821 

Jebb, C. C. . . . . Jebb’s Crown Cases Reserved (Ireland), 1 vol., 1822 

—1840 

Jebb & B. . . , . Jebb and Bourke’s Reports, Queen’s Bench (Ireland), 

1 vol., 1841—1842 

Jebb & S. .. ., Jebb and Symes’ Reports, Queen’s Bench (Ireland), 

2 vols., 1838—1841 

Jenk. . . . . . . Jenkins* Reports, 1 vol., 1220 — 1633 

Jo. & Car. .. .. Jones and Carey’s Reports, Exchequer (Ireland), 

1 vol., 1638-1839 

Jo. & Lat. . . . . Jones and La Touche’s Reports, Chancery (Ireland), 

3 vols., 1844—1846 

Jo. Ex. Ir. . , . . T. Jones’ Reports, Exchequer (Ireland), 2 vols., 1834 

—1838 

John. .. .. .. Johnson’s Reports, Chancery, 1 vol., 1858 — 1860 

John. & H. . . . . Johnson and Hemming’s Reports, Chancery, 2 vols., 

1860—1862 

Jur. . . . . . . Jurist Reports, 18 vols., 1837 — 1854 

Jur. (n. s.) . . . . Jurist Reports, New Series, 12 vols., 1855 — 1867 

Just. Inst. . . . . Justinian’s Institutes 

K. & Q. . . . . . . Keane and Grant’s Registration Cases, 1 vol., 1854 — 

1862 

K. & J. . . . . . . Kay and Johnson’s Reports, Chancery, 4 vols., 

1853—1858 

K. B. (preceded by date) Law Reports, King’s Bench Division, since 1900 

(e.^., [1901] 2 K. B.) 

Karnes, Diet. Dec. . . Karnes, Dictionary of Decisions, Court of Session 

(Scotland), fol., 2 vols., 1540 — 1741 

Karnes, Bern. Dec. . . Karnes, Remarkable Decisions, Court of Session 

(Scotland), 2 vols., 1716—1752 

Karnes, Sel. Doc. . . Karnes, Select Decisions, Court of Session (Scotland), 

1 vol.. 1752—1768 

Kay . . . . . . Kay’s Reports, Chancery, 1 vol., 1853 — 1854 

Keb. . . . . . . Keble’s Reports, fol., 3 vols., 1661 — 1677 

Keen .. .. . . Keen’s Reports, Rolls Court, 2 vols., 1836 — 1838 

Keil. . • . . . . Keilwey’s Reports, King’s Bench, fol., 1 vol., 1327 — 

1578 

Kel. . . . . . . Sir John Kelyng’s Reports, Grown Cases, fol., 1 vol. 

1662—1707 

Kel. W« .. •• .. W. Kelynge’s Reports, fol., 1 vol., Chancery, 1730 — 

1732; Eng’s Bench, fol., 1731—1734 

Keny. .. •• .. Kenyon’s Notes of Cases, King’s Bench, 2 vols., 

1753—1759 
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Abbreviations. 


Keny. (on.) Chancery Cases in Vol. II. of Kenyon’s Notes of 

Cases, 1753 — 1754 

Kilkerran Kilkerran’s Decisions, Court of Session (Scotland), 

fol., 1 vol.. 1738—1752 

Knapp . . Knapp’s Reports, Privy Council, 3 vole., 1829 — 1836 

Kn. & Omb. Knapp and Ombler’s hllection Cases, 1 vol., 1834 — 

1835 

L. A. . . . . . . Lord Advocate 

L, & G. temp. Plunk. . . Lloyd and Qoold’s Reports temp, Plunkett, Chancery 

(Ireland), 1 voL, 1834 — 1839 

L. & O. temp, Sugd. . . Lloyd and Goold’s Reports temp, Sugden, Chancery 

(Ireland), 1 vol., 1835 

L. & Welsh. . . . . Lloyd and Welsby’s Commercial and Mercantile 

Cases, 1 vol., 1829—1830 

L. G. R. . . . . . . Local Government Reports, 1902 — (current) 

L. J. .. .. .. Law Journal, 1866 — (current) 

L. J. (adm.) . . . . Law Jouinal, Admiralty, 1865 — 1875 

L. J. (boy.) . . . . Law Journal, Bankruptcy, 1832 — 1880 

L. J. (OH.) . . . . Law Journal, Chancery, 1822 — (current) 

L. J. (o. P.) . . . . Law Journal, Common Pleas, 1822 — 1875 

L. J. (eccl.) . . . . Law Journal, Kcclesiastical Cases, 1866 — 1876 

L. J. (ex.) . . Law Journal, Exchequer, 1830 — 1875 

L. J. (ex. eq.) . . . . Law Journal, Exchequer in Equity, 1835 — 1841 

L. J. (k. b. or q. b.) . . Law Journal, King’s Bench or Queen’s Bench, 

1822 — (current) . 

L. J. (m. 0.) . , . . Law Journal, Magistrates’ Cases, 1826 — 1896 

L. J. N. C. . . . . Law Journal, Notes of Cases, 1866—1892 (from 1893, 

see Law Journal). 

L, J. (o. s.) . . . . Law Journal, Old Series, 10 vols., 1823 — 1831 

L, J. (p.). . . . . . Law Journal, Probate, Divorce and Admiralty, 1875 

— (current) 

L. J. (p. & M.) . . . . Law Journal, Probate and Matrimonial Cases, 1858 — 

1859,1866—1875 

L. J. (p. C.) . . . . Law Journal, Privy Council, 1865 — (current) 

L. J. (p. M. & A.) . . Law Journal, Probate, Matrimonial and Admiralty, 

1860—1865 

L. M. & P. . . . . Lowndes, Maxwell, and Pollock’s Reports, Bail 

Court and Practice, 2 vols., 1850 — 1851 
L. R. . . . . . . Law Reports 

L. R. A. & E. . . . . Law Reports, Admiralty and Ecclesiastical Oases, 

4 vols., 1865 — 1875 

L. R. C. 0. R. . . . . Law Reports, Crown Cases ReserFed, 2 vols., 1865 — 

1875 

L. R. 0. P. . . . . Law Reports, Common Pleas, 10 vols., 1865 — 1875 

L. R. Eq. . . . . Law Reports, Equity Cases, 20 vols., 1865 — 1875 

L. R. Exch. . . . . Law Reports, Exchequer, 10 vols., 1865 — 1875 

L. R. H. L. . . . . Law Reports, English and Irish Appeals and Peerage 

Claims, House of Lords, 7 vols., 1866 — 1875 
L. R. Ind. ApjD. . . Law Reports, Indian Appeals, Privy Council, 1873 — 

(current) 

L. R. Ind. App, Supp. Law Reports, Indian Appeals, Privy Council, 
Vol. Supplementary Volume, 1872 — 1873 

L, R. Ir. . . . . . . Law Imports (Ireland), Chancery and Common Law, 

32 vols., 1877—1893 

L. R. P. 0. . . . . Law Reports, Privy Council, 6 vols., 1865 — 1875 

L. R. P. & D, . . , . Law Reports, Probate and Divorce, 3 vols., 1866— 

1875 

L. R. Q. B. . . . . Law Reports, Queen’s Bench, 10 vols., 1865 — 1876 

L. R. Sc. &. Div. . . Law Reports, Scotch and Divorce Appeals, House 

of Lords, 2 vols., 1866 — 1876 

L. T. . . . , . . Law Times Reports, 1859 — (current) 

L. T. Jo. ,, .. Law Times Newspaper, 1843 — (current) 

Law Times Reports, Old Series, 34 vols.. 1843 — 1860 
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Lano • • • • 

Lat. 

Laws. Keg. Oas. 
Ld. Kaym. 

Ijeacli . • • • 

Lee 

Lee temp. Hard. 


Le. & Ca. 

Leon. 

Lev. 

Lew. O. O. 

Ley 

Lib. Asa. 

Lilly 

Litt. 

Lofit 

Long. & T. 

Lnd. E. C. 
Lumley, P. L. C. 
Lush. 

Lut. 

Lilt. Ileg. Cas. . 
Lynd. 


Lane’s Keports, Exchotmer, fol.. 1 vol., 1605 — 1611 
Latch’s Keports, King’s Bench, fol., 1 vol., 1625 — 1628 
Lawson’s Registration Cases, 1885 — (current 
Lord Kaymond’s Keports, Kingr’sBe.nch and Common 
Pleas, 3 vols., 1694—1732 
Leach’s Crown Cases, 2 vols., 1730 — 1S14 
Sir G. Lee’s Ecclesiastical Judgments, 3 vols., 1752 — 
1758 

T. Lee’s Cases femp. Hardwicke, King’s Bench, 1 vol., 
1733—1738 

Leigh and Cave’s Crown Cases Keserved, 1 vol., 1861 
—1865 

Leonard’s Keports, King’s Bench, Common Pleas 
and Exchequer, fol., 4 parts, 1552 — 1615 
Levinz’s Keports, King’s Bench and Common Pleas, 
fol., 3 vols., 1660—1696 

Lewin’s Crown Cases on the Northern Circuit, 
2 vols., 1822—1838 

Ley’s Keports, Eling’s Bench, fol., 1 voL, 1608 — 1629 
Liber Assisarum, Year Books, 1 — 51 Edw. III. 
Lilly’s Keports and Pleadings of Cases in Assize, fol., 
1 vol. 

Littleton’s Keports, Common Pleas, fol., 1 vol., 1627 
—1031 

Lofft’s Keports, King’s Bench, fol., 1 vol., 1772 — 1774 
Longfield and Townsend’s Keports, Exchequer (Ire- 
land), 1 vol., 1841 — 1842 
Luders’ Election Cases, 3 vols., 1784 — 1787 
Lumley’s Poor Law Cases, 2 vols., ISd'h — 1842 
Lushington’s Keports, Admiralty, 1 vol., 1859 — 1862 
Sir JiUtwyche’s Entries and Keports, Common 
Pleas, 2 vols., 1682—1704 

A. J. Lutwj’che’s Kegistration Cases, 2 vols., 1843 — 
1853 

Lyndwood, Provinciale, fol., 1 vol. 


M. & S 

M. & W. . 

Mac. & G. 

Mac. & II. 

M‘Cle 

M‘Cle. & Yo. . . 

Macfarlane 

Mad. & Kob. 

Macph. (Ct. of Sess.) 

Macq. 

Macr. 

Madd. 

Madd. AG. 

Madox 

Madox, Exch. .. 
Man. & G. 


Maule and Selwyn’s Keports, King’s Bench, 6 vols., 
1813—1817 

Meeson and Welsby’s Keports, Exchequer, 16 vols., 
1836 — 1817 

Macnaghien and Gordon’s Keports, Chancery, 3 vols., 
1849—1852 

Macrae and Hertslet’s Insolvency Cases, 1 vol., 
1847—1852 

M'Cleland’s Keports, Exchequer, 1 vol., 1824 

M’Cleland and xoungo’s Keports, Exchequer, 1 vol., 
1824 — 1825 

Macfarlane’s Jury Tr ials, Court of Session (Scotland), 
3 parts, 1838 — 1839 
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Part I. — Equitable Jurisdiction. 

Sect. 1. — Nature and Extent oj Equitable Jurisdiction. 
Sub-Sect. 1 . — The Subjects of Equitable Jurisdiction {a). 

Tii6 subject! 1. Equity is the system of law which, prior to the fusion of 
law and equity effected by the Judicature Acts, 1873 and 1875, was 
jurisdiction, administered in the Court of Chancery (h). In certain matters that 


(a) Many of the subjects discussed in this article are dealt with in detail 
else whore under their special titles. The object here is to state the leading 
principles of equity, and the relation of equity to law at the present time. The 
Judicature Acts have emphasised, rather than diminished, the importance of 
the priiicijdes which made up the former system of equity juiisprudence ; and 
these cannot be understood without frequent reference to the practice of the 
Court of Chancery, and the introduction of matters which may seem to be 
mainly of historical interest. An outline of equity which discarded the history 
of the system would ho of little practical value. 

{h) For a general description of the jurisdiction of courts of equity, see 
Mitford (Lord Redesdale) on Pleadings, 4th ed., pp. 4, 111 ; Fonblanque, 
Treatise of Equity, 5th ed., Vol. I., p. 9, n. (fl ; and os to the authority of 
Lord Redesdale's work, see Lloyd y. Johnes (1804), 9 Vos. 37, per Lord Eldon, 
L.C., at p. 64 ; Cholmondeley (Marquis) v. Clinton (Lord) (1820), 2 Jac. & W. 1, 
per Plumee, M.R., at pp, 151, 152. The Court of Chancery had its origin in 
the reign of Edward II. or earlier, and was due to the dehcieucies of the common 
law courts. By reason of violence these were not always able to secure the 
enforcement of their judgments ; moreover, their rules were needlessly strict in 
some matters, and in others they cave no remedy at all. In cases where the 
courts were thus at fault petitions for redress were presented to the King or his 
Council, and convenience required that these should be dealt with by a special 
tribunal. For this purpose the Chancellor and the officials in the Chancery — chief 
among them the Master of the Rolls — ^were available. They formed under the 
eaily Plantagenet kings an important department of state ; they were intrusted 
with the issue of the original writs which set the ordinary courts in motion ; and 
the Ohani^llor, as a member of the Council, already exercised to some extent an 
ordinary jurisdiction similar to that of the common law courts, which was the 
foundation of the subsequent common law jurisdiction of the Court of 
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, Chancery (4 Co. Inst. 79, 80 ; ^noe, Vol. I., p. 336 ; Kerly, History of 
Equity, pp. 52 — 56; Holds worth, History of English Law, Vol. L, pp. 200, 
235). It was not unnatural that to the Clianoellor should fall the exh^min^ 
^ jurisdiction which was needed to assist, correct, or supplement the jurisdiction 
^ of the ordinary courts. 

The sejiarate existence of the Court of Chancery probably arose from the 

S ractice of petitions being referred from the Council to the Chancellor. This was 
one under Edward I. ; the Chancery was becoming an independent court 
under Edward IL and Edward HI. ; and from the latter reign onwards its 
, existence was fully established and its progress continuous (see Pollock and 
Maitland, History of English Law, 2nd ed., Vol. L, pp. 193, 196, 197; Kerly, 
History of Equity, pp. 27 — 31 ; ** Common Law and Conscience in Chancery.” 
Law Quarterly Review, Vol. I,, p. 443 ; Baild., pp. xv., xlv. ; Holdsworth, 
History of English Law, Vol. I., pp. 196— 199 ; Spence, Vol. I., p. 335). In 
1349 (22 Edw. 3) the I^ng issued a proclamation to the sheriffs of London 
directing, inter alia, that ** matters of grace” should be referred to the 
Chancellor (Kerly, Ilistory of Equity, p. 31), and in 1394 recourse to the new 
tribunal was so frequent that the stat 17 Ric. 2, c. 6 (1394), inflicted damages 
on plaintiffs for false claims in Chancery. In this reign, or perhaps earlier, the 
writ of subrKcna was introduoed, and the defendant was bound by it to answer 
the plaintiff’s complaint (Spence, Vol. I., p. 345 ; Baild., p. xiv.). 

The encroachmcuts of the Court of Chancery, and the use of tho writ of 
subpoena were a matter of continual, tboush ineffectual, protest in Parliament 
throughout tho fifteenth century (Kerly, History of Equity, pp. 37 — 45). But 
in addition to tho original reasons for the establishment of the court it had 
by its recognition and enforcoment of trusts, in their old form of uses (Holds- 
worth, Ilistory of English Law, Vol. I., p. 238), rondorod services to society of 
vast importance, and it had becomo impossible to dispense with it. Th^ six- 
teenth century found it in similar conflict with the common law courts over 
the right which it claimed to override their judgments by injunction (see 
Kerly, History of I^uity, Vol. I., pp. 89, 107 — 117) ; and tho conflict was 
not terminated until James I. deciaw in favour of the Court of Chancery 
lar/or<r$ {Karl) Ca$e (1615), 1 Hop. Ch. 1; 1 White & Tud. L. 0., 7th od., 
p. 730). The reports commence iu the middle of tho same century and incor- 
porate a few rulings of earlier date, and thenceforward the system of equity 
jurisdiction was continuously developed under the Chancellors, of whom the most 
illustrious were Sir Heneage Finch (Lord Nottingham), 1673 — 1682 (see 3 Bl. 
Com. 55 ; 4 ibid. 435), known as the “ father of equity ” (1 Haddock, Practice 
of Chancery, 3rded., p. xix.); Lord Hard wicko, 1737 — 1756 (see Butler^s (Charles) 
Eeminisconces, Vol. 1., s. xi., 2, 4th ed., p. 132 ; Ooodtitle v. Otway 7 Term 

Bep. 399, 416, Ex. Ch. ; ExjMrte Or eenway 6 Ves, 812); Lord Thurlow, 

1778—1792; and Lord Eldon, 1801 — 6; 1807 — 27. During idl this period 
the procedure in Chancery was based on orders issued in 1617 by Lord Baoou 
>(s66 Kerly, History of Equity, p. 104). 

; For about a century relief corresponding to that in Cbanoety was given to 
suitors in the Court of Bequests. This was established in the reign of 
^enry VIH., and notwithstanding that it incurred the jealousy of tho common 
mw courts and was decided to be illegal {Stepney v. Lloyd (1598), Cro. Eliz. 647 ; 
^erhy'e {Earl) Com (1614), 12 Co. Bep. 114; Peneon v, Cartwright (1614), Cro. 

. 345 ; Calmady*$ Case (1640), Cro. Car. 595), it continued tUl it was 
liahed by statute in 1640 (Holdsworth, History of English Law, Vol. I., 
UO; 3 Bl. Com. 50). There was also an equity side to the Court of 
shequer, but this jurisdiction was transferred to the Court of Chancery by 
phe Court of Chancery Act, 1841 ^Vict c. 5), s. 1. And suitable jurisdiction 
Was exercisod by the courts of Wales and of the oountiee palatine, and by 
other local courts (Spence, Vol. I., p. 352). The courts of the County Palatine 
of Chester and of Wales were abolished by tbe Ijaw Terms Act, 1830 (11 
6eo. 4 A 1 Will. 4, c. 70), s. 14. As to the Chance^ Courts of Lancaster 
imd Durham, see title Courts, VoL IX., pp. 120 — 127. For further authorities 
as to ^ early history of the Court of Chanoety. see Ashb., p. 25. The power of 
assisting the commqn law courts by punishing violent intewferenoe with their 
pnrooM appears to have been transfeiTM to the Star Chamber when that tribunal 
4ras instiitited under Hmiir VIL (Ashb., p. 27 ; Baild., p. xx.). 

The juriadiotion of the Chanoeuor was often didegatM to the Master of the 
ILL.— XIIL c 
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Equity. 


Bwjf.h court enforced righte which were not in general (c) recognised at 
Nature and law, as in trusts, married women’s settled property, and equities of 
Extent of redemption ; or gave relief where no relief was available at law, as 
Eanftable jn relief against penalties and forfeitures. This was known as the 
Juflsdic* exclusive jurisdiction in equity. In other matters the Court of 
Chancery enforced rights which were also recognised at law ; and 
it then either gave an alternative and usually a more efficient 
remedy, as in contract (with the alternative remedy of specific 
performance), fraud, mistake, account, partition and partnership; 
or supplied a remedy to replace a legal remedy which had been 
lost, as where by accident a plaintiff had lost the means of 
asserting his remedy at law. This was known as the concurrent 
jurisdiction. There was also the auxiliary jurisdiction in equity ; 
and in exercising this the Court of Chancery did not in general 
itself decide upon the rights of the parties, but afforded the benefit 
of its special procedure either (1) to facilitate the determination of 
the rights of the parties in other courts, as where it compelled 
discovery of facts or documents, or entertained suits to perpetuate 
testimony ; or (2) to secure to the plaintiff, if successful, the fruits 
of the litigation, as where it protected property pending litigation 
by the appointment of a receiver, or prevented irreparable damage 
by granting injunctions to restrain the assertion of doubtful rights ; 
or (g) to prevent injury to a third person from the conflicting 
rights of others, as in interpleader. Moreover, the Court of 
Chancery exercised an overriding jurisdiction by preventing pro- 
ceedings in the common law courts from being made the instru- 
ment of oppression ; this it did by restraining the commencement 
or prosecution of such proceedings, or the enforcement of judgments 
under them, as the case might require. 

Sub-Sect. 2. — "The Nature of Equity, 

The nature of 2. Early authorities refer to ** conscience,” ” reason,” and 
equity. « good faitn ” as the principles which guided the Court of Chancery, 
and the term ” equity ” implies a system of law which is more con- 
sonant than the ordinary law with opinions current for the time 
being as to a just regulation of the mutual rights and duties of men 


Holla, who thus becamo the deuuty of the Chancellor (Holdsworth, History of 
English Law, Vol. L, p, 214; ^erly» History of Equity, pp. 60, 127), ana in 
time exercised a regular jurisdiction, subject to appeal to the Chancellor (see 
stat. (1729 — 30) 3 Geo. 2, c. 30, repealed by Civil Procedure Acts Bepeal Act, 
1879 (42 & 43 Yict. c. 59) ). The lirst Vice-Chancellor was appointed in 1813, 
and two more were added in 1842 by the Court of Chancery Act, 1841 (6 Viet, 
c. 5). As to the staff of the court, and as to the defects in its organisation and 
its reconstitution in the nineteenth century, see Holdsworth, History of English 
Law, VoL I„ pp. 217 cf eeq, ; Kerly, History of Equity, pp. 59, 127 ; and compare 
Ex jxirfe The Six ClerJee (1798), 3 Yes. 689, 599, 600; Masters of the Chancery, 
Harmve*8 Law Tracts, Yol. I., p. 293. In 1852 the masters were abolishea ; 
the Master of the Bolls and the Vice-Chancellors were empowered to sit in 
chambers, and two chief derks were assigned to each ; and conveyancing counsel 
to the court were appointed (Court of Chancery Act, 1852 (15 & 16 Viet, 
c. 80) 1 ; as to taxing masters, see SUkstone and Haigh Moor Coal, Co. y. Edey, 
[1901 f 2 Ch. 652, 655, C. A. See, as to the present organisation, title Coubts 
Vol. IX., pp. 60, 67, 68. 

(c) As to devises of equitable estates, see note (u), p. 94, post. 
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living in a civilised society (d). But there was never a time in the 
history of the court when the Chancellor was at liberty to follow 
generally either his own, or professional, or common opinions as to 
what was right and convenient. Law and the administration of 
law are, in all systems, intended as a means of attaining justice, but 
the means are imperfect. The special imperfections of mediaeval 
common law were, as to the law itself, that its rules were too 
strict (e), and that it did not cover the whole held of obligations; 
as to its administration, that it had no effectual means of extracting 
truth from the parties, that its judgments were not capable of 
being adapted to meet special circumstances, and that they were 
often unenforceable through the opposition of the defendant, or were 
turned into a means of oppression. 

The Court of Chancery, in so far as it remedied these defects, 
afforded an improved system of attaining justice, but this was the 
extent of the difference between law and equity (/ ). Each had the 


(d) Baild., p. xxx. ; Spence, Vol. I., pp. 408, n. (a), 411, 415, n. (b). A writ 
from Henry V. to the Chancellor in 1419 directs him to do both right and 
equity (Baild,, p. xxx.). Compare the words in 7 Edw. 4 (Close Bolls), xxxi., 
** according to equity and conscience and to the old course and laudable custom 
of the same court” (cited in Holds worth. History of English Law, Vol. I., 
p. 202). But in general, when the word ‘‘conscience” was used, this denoted 
the conscience of the defendant, and the court by decree in personam prevented 
his making an unconscionable use of his rights at common law. This was the 
ground of injunctions against enforcing judgments at law. “When a judg* 
ment is obtained by oppression, wrong, and a hard conscience, the Chancellor 
will frustrate and set it aside, not for any error or defect in the judgment, 
but for the hard conscience of the party ” (Ox/arcTd (Karl) Case (1616), 1 Eep. 
Ch. 1 ; 1 White & Tud. L. C., 7th ed., p. 730). And the correction of the con- 
science of the defendant was the ground of the interference of equity in cases of 
fraud, breach of trust, and wrong and oppression generally. 

(e) Thus there could be no action on a bond, if lost, since production of the 
bond was at law essential ; and, on the other hand, an obligor, who paid the 
debt, but took no receipt and left the bond outstanding, was liable to pay over 
again (Doctor and Student, p. 42). The necessity for equity to correct the 
excessive strictness of the law was usually put upon the ground that the law 
was concerned with general rules and could not adapt itself to particular 
circumstances : “ The cause why there is a Chancery is for that men’s actions 
are so divers and infinite, that it is impossible to maxe any general law which 
may ^tly meet with every particular act, and not fail in some circumstances ” 
( per Lord Ellesmere, L.(5., in Oxford's (Earl) Case, supra) ; see Doctor and 
Student, p. 52. 

(/) Law and equity, it wf^ said by Lord Ellesmere, L.O., have both the 
same end, which is to do right (Oxford's (Earl) Case^ supra), and in some 
matters, e^ecially in regard to titles to equitable estates, equity followed the 
law implicitly. Where it differed from the law, this was in order to moderate 
its rigour ; to supply its omissions ; to assist the legal remedy ; or to relieve against 
the evasion of the law, or the abuse of the legal right (Dmley (Lard) v. Dudley 
(Lady) (1705), Free. Ch. 241, 244; Cowper v. Cowper (Earl) (1734), 2 P. Wms. 
720). It moderated its rigour by giving relief agamst forfeitures or the loss of 
documents ; it supplied its omissions by exacting conscientious conduct from 
the defendant when the law recognised no binding obligation ; it assisted the 
le^ remedy by discovery and the preservation of property pendente lite ; it 
relieved against the evasion of the law by removing technical impec^ents, such 
as a satisfied term which prevented dower from attaching ; and it relieved against 
the abuse of the legal right by granting injunctions to restrain the enforcement 
of unconscieutious judgments. In early days the power or number of the 
defendants frequently called for the intervention of equity to assist the law, and 
a relic of this existed in the common clause in equity bills charging combinatioD 
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8»oT. I. Baind objecfc ; each attained it only imperfectly — equity Bomewhat 
Nature and Iobb imperfectly than law. Both, moreover, were developed in the 
Extent of came way, by decisione given in accordance with precedents and 
Equitable Bubject to professional criticism. From the beginning the Court of 
Jurisdic- Chancery acted on the maxim that “ equity follows the law,” and 
tlon. in cases where the legal analog clearly applied the rule of law 
was adopted however harsh it might be (<7). 

As to matters not ordinarily dealt with at common law, such as 
trusts and legacies, equity was free to go to new sources of law, 
and the Roman law and the canon law were laid under con- 
tribution (h ) ; and for a time, in laying the foundations of a new 
system of jurisprudence, the Chancellors acted, when necessary, on 
their own initiative, and made precedents. But they made as few 
innovations on the common law as possible, and the usual course 
was to disclaim the free following of any such notion as natural 
justice and to adhere to precedents (i). By the time that Lord 
Eldon’s chancellorship closed equity was a system of rules as well 


and conspiracy which lasted until the nineteenth century (Mitford on Pleadings, 
p. 40). As to the early records of the Court of Chancery, see Baild., and as to 
the founds of the iurisdiction and the subjects originally dealt with, see 
Kelly, History of liquity, pp. 70—93, 129—153; Holds worth, History of 
Engfish Ijaw, Vol. I., pp. 237 et aeq. 

{gy Bath {Earl) v. Sherwtn (1710). 10 Mod. Bep. 1, per Lord Cowpkr, L.C., at 
p. 3 ; and see p. 68, jmt A judge in equity cannot “ alter the maxims of the 
common law, for this would be to assume a power paramount to the law.” 
Thus, as pointed out in that case, equity did not interfere with the singularly 
harsh doctrine of collateral warranty (Cary, 6, and see Co. Litt. 373 a, b). The 
doctrine was abolished by 4 Ann. c. 16, s. 21, see Kawle on Covenants for Title, 
8. 8. Equity did not allow money to be followed, as against the heir, into land 
purchased with it (Townaend v. Kilmurrev (1637), Toth. 121; see Buxton v. 

(1748), 1- Ves, Sen. 154 ; Spence, Vol. I„ p. 417). But in some matters 
equity exercised a jurisdiction corrective of the common law (Spence, Vol. L, 
p. 409), and at a late date it created the doctrine of separate property of married 
women in violation of common law principles (?5fd., p. 419). 

(5) The exclusion of the Boman law from the common law courts was not 
followed in Chancery (Spence, Vol. I., p. 346), though the extent to which it 
was really used there has been disputed (see Kerly, History of Equity, p. 189). 

(«) ** with such a conscience as is only naturalia and interna this court has 
nothing to do ; the conscience by which I am to proceed is merely dvilia et 
^Mlitica, and tied to certain measures” (Cook v. Fountain (1676), 3 Swan. 585, per 
Lord Nottikoham, L.C., at p. 600). ** Though proceedings in equity are said 
to be ammdum diterttionem hmi viri, yet, when it is asked, vir bmua eat quia $ 
the answer is, qui cmaulta pairum^ qvi legea juraque aervat ” (Cotvper v. Coutprr 
^Earl) (1734), 2 P. Wms. 720, per Jekyll, M.B., at p. 753). And as to tie 
influence of precedents in Chancery, see Kerly, History of Equity, pp. 100, 184; 
Spence, Vol, I., n. 416. In Fry v. Porter (1670), 1 Mod. Rep. 300, the question 
was raised whetner, since equity was a universal truth, there could be a pre- 
cedent for it (per Vaxjohav, C.J., p. 307). But of course equity is not of this 
nature, and Lord Keeper Briboman put tiie matter on a practical ground: 
“ Certainly precedents are very necessary and useful to us, for in them we may 
find the reasons of the equity to guide us ; and besides the authonty of those 
who made them is much to be regarded ” (t5td.). Lord Maoclesfibld’s opinion 
was, “ never to shake any eettied resolution touching property or the title of 
land, it being for the common good that these should m certain and known, 
however illHgrounded the first resolution should be” (Wagataff v, Wagatajf 
(172^, 2 P. Wms. 258 ; coxnpare Bparrow v. Hardcaatle (1754), .^b. 224, 227 ; 
and Lord Nottikohah in PiU v. Hunt (1681), 1 Vem. 18, approving a saying 
attribuM to Walter, O.B. : ** It is no matter what the law is, so it oe known 
what it is.” See Maddock, Chancery Practice, 3rd ed., Vol. I., p. xiii. 
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settled as ever the common law bad been (j), and it had become 
incapable of judicial alteration except by the application of old 
rules to new subjects or to fresh circumstances, a process that is 
continually going on both at law and in equity (A;). At the end 
of the eighteenth century an efTort was made by Lord Mansfield 
and other common law judges to introduce equitable principles 
into the common law courts, but this was viewed with jealousy 
in the Court of Chancery (Z), and on most points the common law 
courts reverted to their former rules (m). 

Sub-Sect 3 . — The Exclusive Junadiciion in Equity {n)^ 

3. Trusts formed the leading subject-matter of the exclusive 
jurisdiction in equity (o), and the jurisdiction extended beyond 
express trusts to constructive and resulting trusts, and to rights 
and obligations arising out of fiduciary relationship generally (p). 
Charitiis constituted a special class of trust, and fell within this 
jurisdiction ( 5 ). The recognition of trusts resulted in the creation of 
equitable interests in property, and as to these equity had exclusive 
jurisdiction, though in general it dealt with them in accordance 
with the rules applicable at common law to legal interests. 

4. Where property was given in trust for a married woman, 
equity allowed it to be settled on her as separate estate and subject 
to a restraint on anticipation (r) ; and even where there was no 
trust, equity, if the property was intended for her sei)arate use, 
produced the same enect by treating the husband as a trustee for 

5. Choses in action and contingent or expectant interests in 
real property were not assignable at law, but were assignable 

(J) Qee V. Pritchard (1818), 2 Swan. 402, ptfr Lord Eldon, L.C., at p. 414; 
** Too doctrines of this court ought to bo as well settled, and made as unifoim 
almost as those of the common law, laying down fizod principles, but taking 
care that they are to be applied according to the circumstances of each case ** ; 
Davis V. Marlborough {Dukt) (1819), 2 Swan. 108, 163; see Kerly, History of 
Equity, p. 167 ; and see fiid., pp. 184 — 263, for a detailed account of the growth 
of modem equity. 

{k) As to modem rules of equity, see Re Ilallelfs Estate^ Kmtchhull y. Ilalldi 
(1880), 13 Ch. D. 696, C. A., per Jessel, M.R., at p. 710. 

g See Cooth y. Jackson (1801), 6 Yes. 12, 39. 

1 ) ^ Ashb., pp. 15, 16. But the action to recover money paid bv mistake, 
or obtained by improper means, which was in the nature of an equitable action, 
became establishea at Jaw {Moses y. Macferlan (1760), 2 Burr. 1005) ; see p. 22,p(Mf. 

( 72 ) Technically the distinction between the exclusiye, the concurrent, and 
the auxiliary jurisdiction — a distinction never yery clearly established in certain 
details—is obsolete. But references to it are still of fiequent occurrence in 
judgments, and it is retained here as the most convenient way of showing the 
scope of equitable jurisdiction. 

( 0 ) As to the refusal of the common law courts to recognise trusts, and the 
don^uent rise of this exclusiye jurisdiction, see p. 89, posf. 

t See p. 154, posf ; and title Trusts and Trustees. 

See title Charities, Vol. IV., p. 294. 

See Jmes y. Harris (1804), 9 Yes. 486, 493 ; TulUit y. Armstrong (1838), 
y. 1, 21 ; Vaughan y. Vandersiegen (1854), 2 Brew. 363; Taylor y. Meads 
(1865), 4 Be G. J. A Sm. 697 ; and see title llvsBAxn) AND Wife. 

(s) Bennet y. Davis (1725), 2 P. Wms. 316 ; see Lucas y. Lucas (1738), 1 Atk. 
270 ; Graham y. Londonderry (1746), 3 Atk. 393. 
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in equity on the ground that the assignment, either in form or in 
effect, amounted to a declaration of trust, with authority for the 
assignee to make use of the name of the assignor to obtain the 
benefit of the assignment (t). 

6 . As regards claims to property generally, when they had 
once come, upon the ground of trust or otherwise, within its 
jurisdiction, equity applied its own peculiar doctrines in order^ to 
adjust the rights of the parties in accordance with the intention 
of settlors and testators, or to prevent injustice. Hence the exclusive 
jurisdiction included the application of the doctrines of conversion, 
election, satisfaction, and marshalling of assets and securities, and 
the enforcement of a wife’s equity to a settlement. 

7. The strictness of the common law in enforcing penalties and 
forfeitures led to the intervention of equity in order to give relief 
in certain circumstances; and to this bead of the jurisdiction 
may be referred the equitable relief against the forfeiture of 
mortgaged property which gave rise to the equity of redemption, 
and resulted in conferring upon equity a jurisdiction, which was 
practically exclusive, in adjusting the rights and liabilities of 
mortgagor and mortgagee. In addition to equities arising out 
of legal mortgages, equity recognised and enforced mortgages 
unaccompanied by the legal estate — whether mortgages of the 
equity of redemption or charges — and certain kinds of non- 
possessory liens, which were known as equitable liens (u). 

Sub-Sect. 4. — The Cimenrreni Juriediction in Equity. 

8 . In certain matters which were ordinarily the subject of 
jurisdiction at law, equity exercised a concurrent jurisdiction. This 
was based on various circumstances — that the legal remedy was not 
available, that the equitable remedy was more efficient, or that the 
procedure in equity afforded advantages which were not attainable 
at law. In addition, the Court of Chancery could mould its 
decrees so as to adjust the rights of the parties in a manner not 
practicable at law, and, by Winging all the parties interested 
before it, could avoid multiplicity of suits (v). Upon some 
one or more of these considerations was based the jurisdiction 
in specific performance; fraud, mistake, and accident; account; 
contribution ; administration of estates; partnership ; determination 
of boundaries; partition; and dower. In tithes, and in dealing with 
the effects of deceased persons, the jurisdiction in equity was con- 
current with that of the ecclesiastical courts. 

In cases of concurrent jurisdiction, where proceedings were 


(<) See Co. litt 232 b, n. (1) ; Story, 8. 1040; and title Choses in Action, 
Vol. IV., p. 374. 

(a) See titles Lien; Mortgage As to the jurisdiction of equity in regard 
to infants, see title Infants and Ciiildren. Ihe Court of Chancery, as such, 
had n^urisdiction in re^;ard to lunatics. 

^ (v) Thus, where an heir was liable to a daim against his ancestor, but had a 
right to be reimbursed out of the personal estate, multiplicity of suits was 
avoided by bringing both heir and executor befoi'e the couii (luMt v. Knight 
(1734), 3 P. Wms. §31). ' ^ ^ 
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pending at law, the Court of Gbaneery did not interfere unless it 
had better means of doing justice between the parties than a court 
of law; either because it could give a more perfect remedy, or 
because the nature of the case admitted of its being better tried by 
the procedure in equity than at law (a). Where the action at law 
was on an instrument or judgment, and the defence was fraud, 
this was a question which, under the later procedure at law, 
could be better tried there, and the Court of Chancery, although 
it bad complete jurisdiction in such a case, refused to interfere (U). 

But where jurisdiction in equity had once been assum^, because 
there was no adequate remedy at law, such jurisdiction was 
not lost upon the common law courts obtaining an equivalent 
jurisdiction (c). 

(i.) Specific Performance {d), 

9. Where a contract is not duly performed on one side the 
normal remedy is an action at law to recover damages for breach 
of contract ; but if this were the only remedy, it would always be 
at the option of the defaulting party either to perform his contract 
or to pay damages. In many cases damages are an adequate 
remedy, and the exercise of this option does no injury to the other 
party. But in cases where the remedy of damages was not 
adequate (e), equity in very early times (/) assumed jurisdictif)n to 
deprive the defaulting party of this option and to compel him to 
carry his contract into effect. Tiie remedy of specific per- 
formance is peculiar to equity, but it is exercised in respect of a 
subject-matter — contract— which is equally within the cognisance 
of courts of common law; and the foundation of the equitable 
jurisdiction is that the remedy at law is inadequate (g). Originally, 


(a) Ochaenhein v. Pajtelier (1873), 8 Ch. App. C95, 697. 

\hS Ibid,; IJoare v. Bremridye (1872), 8 On, App. 22. 

(c) “It does not follow, becauw the court of law will give relief, that this 
court loses the concurrent jurisdiction which it has always hod,'* boo Athinaon v. 
Leonard (1791), 3 Bro. 0. 0. 218, 224 (lost bonds) ; Kempw, Pryor (1802), 7 Ves. 
237 (money had and received) ; Dritiah Empire Shipping Co, v. Somea (1867), 3 
K, & J, 433 (bill for discovery). 

(d) See title Specific Performance. 

(s^ “ The court gives specific performance instead of damages only when it can 
by tnat means do more porfoct and complete justice” {Wilaon v. Northangpton 
and Banbury Junction Rail, Co, (1874), 9 Cn. App. 279, per Lord SsLBORNE, L.O., 
at p. 284). 

(/) Kerly, History of Equity, p. 147 ; Fry on Specific Performance, 4th ed., 
68. 33 et aeq» ; Baild., p. xxxv. 

(g) I/arnettv, Yielding (1805), 2 Sch. & Lef. 649, per Lord Redesdale, L.O., 
at p. 663. The question whether or not specific performance will be enforced 
does not depend on whether the subject-matter of the contract is real or personal 
property, but on the inadequacy of the remedy at law ; though usually this is 
madequate in the case of r^ty and adequate in the case of personalty (Adderley 
V. Dixon n824), 1 Sim. & St. 607, per Leach, Y.-C., at p. 610 ; ana see title 
Specifio Performance). Thus specific performance does not lie upon a con- 
tract to purchase stock which is readily procurable in the open market {Cuddee 
V. Rutter (1719), 1 P. Wms. 670); but it lies fof the delivery of certificates of 
stock {Doloret v. Rothschild (1824), 1 Sim. & St 690), or on a contract for sale 
of personal chattels which cannot be readily replaced (see Arundell [Lady\ v. 
Phipps (1804), 10 Yes. 139, 148), including shares in companies as opposM to 
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indoedi the plaintiff was required to establish his legal title by 
recovering damages on the contract at law before he came into 
equity (/O; and specific performance was granted as a better 
remedy on the legal title (i), and, in strictness, it assumed that the 
contract could be sued on at law (A;). But the remedy was not 
confined to cases where the plaintiff could sue at law, and it might 
be given where he had forfeited his legal remedy by not himself 
observing the contract in all respects (1), or where he had not 
acquired a remedy in consequence of the contract not complying 
with the Statute of Frauds. In the latter case a court of equity 
might dispense with the statute where there had been part per- 
formance, and, in suitable circumstances, specifically enforce the 
parol agreement (m) ; and this jurisdiction is now exercised by the 
High Court. 

10. Analogous to the jurisdiction in specific performance, though 
not arising out of contract, was the jurisdiction to compel the specific 
delivery of chattels. This was exercised in cases where chattels 
were wrongfully withheld and the plaintiff could not be adequately 
compensated by damages (n). The appropriate remedy at common 


public stocks (1841), 12 Sim. 189; C/iealev, Kenward(1858), 

3 DeO, & J. 27), or where for auy otner reason damages will not place the 
innocStit party in as advantageous a position as if tho contract had been per- 
formed ( /7ua:foa v. (1746), 3 Atk. 383); and though a contract involving 
the performance of work will not in general be specifically enforced, in conse- 
quence of the inability of the court to superintend the performance, yet this 
objection will not prevail if the contract is definite and damages are not an 
adequate remedy, and if the defaulting party has obtained possession of the 
subject-matter of the contract ( JFolver/iam//ton Corporation v. Emmons^ [1901] 
1 K. B. 616, C. A, ; compare Moidy v. Virgin (1796), 3 Yes. 184). 

There was at one time a notion that a court of equity, if it refused specific 
performance, might give compensation for the breach of contract Uhnton v. 
JSteivart (1786), 1 Cox, Eq. Cas. 258; Ore^naway v. Adams (1806), 12 Yes. 395); 
but this was overruled [Todd v. Qee (1810), 17 Yes. 273 ; Sainshury v. Jones 
(1839), 6 My. & Or. 1 ; see Aheraman Ironworks v. Wickens (1868), L. R. 6 Eq. 
486, 614). However, statutory power to give damages in addition to or in lieu 
of specific peiiormance was conferred on the Court of Chancery by the Chancery 
Amendment Act, 1858 (21 & 22 Yict. c. 27), s. 2. This is rraealed, but the 
jurisdiction was preserved by the Statute Law Revision and Civil Procedure 
Act, 1883 (46 & 47 \ict. c. 49), and the same power now exists also under the 
Judicature Acts ; see p. 61, post, 

(h) Before Lord Somers' time the paHy was sent to law, and the bill for 
sp^fic performance was only entertained if he got damages {Dodslty v. 
Kinnsrsley (1761), Amb. 403, 406; see Normanhy [Marquis) v. Devonshire [Duke) 
(1697), Freem. (cn.) 216 ; and as to the separation of courts of law and equity, 
see 1 Butler's (Charles) Reminiscences, s. III., 4). 

(♦) Halsey v. Grant (1806), 13 Yes. 73, 76; Alley T. (1806), 13 Yea. 

226, 229. 


^) JYifftama v. Steward (1817), 3 Mer. 472, 491 ; see Cannel v. Buckle (1724), 
2 P. Wms. 243, where the jurisdiction to enforce an agreement to convey land 
in consideration of marriage was affirmed. 

(1) Davis V. Hone (1805), 2 Sch. & Lef. 341, 347 ; Lennon v. Napper (1802), 2 
8ch. & Lef. 682, 684. \ j. 

(to) Codth V. Jackson (1801), 6 Yes. 12, 27; see CHnan v. Cooke (1802), 1 
Sen. & Ijef. 22, 40; Maddison v. Alderson (1883), 8 App. Cos. 467, 479; 
McManus v. Cooke (1887), 36 Ch. D. 681, 697 ; and as to the policy -of setting 
aside the statute, see Lindsayy, Lynch (1804), 2 Sch. & liCf. 1, 6. 

(«) Fells X, Bead (1796), 3 Yes. 70; see Uoyd r. Loaring (1802), 6 Yes. 773: 
Xc^er V. Loudher (1806), 13 Yes. 95. 
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lav was an action of detinue, but in this the defendant might either 
retom the chattel or pay the assessed value (o). Where the chattel 
could be replaced, the payment of the value was a compensation to 
the plaintiff ; but where the article was unique in its nature (p), 
or where it was associated with rights in real estate (9), damages 
were not a compensation, and equity supplied the deficiency of the 
common law remedy by requiring the chattel to be returned. There 
was additional reason for the interference of equity where the chattel 
was withheld in breach of trust (r). 

(ii.) Fraud (t). 

11. A court of equity has jurisdiction to relievo against every 
species of fraud (t), except that, where a will or a part of a will of 
personal estate has been procured by fraud, the matter is within the 
exclusive cognisance of the probate court, which, on proof of the 
fraud, will refuse probate of the will or will grant probate with the 
impugned part omitted, as the case may require (a); unless, indeed, 
the fraud is such as can properly be relieved against by allowing 
the will to stand and declaring the fraudulent legatee to be a trustee 
for the beneficiary intended by the testator (b). In the case of real 
estate the will might formerly be set aside at law on the issue 
devisavit vel non, and the Court of Chancery had no authority to 
set aside a will of land without a trial at law (c) ; but as regards 
real estate also the proper court in which to contest the will is now 
the probate court— that is, the Probate, Divorce, and Admiralty 
Division of the High Court of Justice (d). 


12. Actual fraud was cognisable at law either as the ground of 
an action— in an action of deceit — or by way of defence, as where 

( 0 ) This option was taken away by the Common Law Procedure Act, 1864 
(17 & 18 Viet. c. 126), s. 78, and the defendant in the common law action 
could bo compelled to return the chattel. As to delivery of chattels due under 
contract, see Sale of Goods Act, 1893 (66 & 67 Viet. c. 71), s. 62. As to the 
power of the High Court to order specific delivery of chattels, see E. 8. 0., 
Ord. 48, and title Execution. 

{p) S(ynu!rsH {Duke) v. Cwikion (1735), 3 P. Wms. 390; contra, where the 
plaintiff had himself, in effect, placed a price on the article ( Dowling v. Betjemann 
(1862), 2 John. & H. 644). 

(yj Pu$ey V. Pu$ey (1684), 1 Vem. 273 (the Pusey horn, a chattel held as an 
incident of tenure) ; Jackaon v. Butler (1742), 2 Atk. 306 (mortgage deeds) : 
Maccleafield {Earl) v. Davia (1814), 3 Ves, & B. 16. 

{r\ Fella v. Bead (1796), 3 Ves. 70. 

(«) See titlo Misrepresentation and Fraud. 

(<) CheaUrfwld {Earl) v. Janaaen (1761), 2 Ves. Sen. 125 ; TToare v. Bremridga 
(1872), 8 Ch. App. 22, 26 ; see IJaningUm v. Du Chad4 (1781), cited 2 Swam 
l59, n ; St, Auhyn v. Smart (1867), L. E« 6 Eq. 183. Fraud, trust, and accident 
were frequently referred to as the matters with which equity was specially con- 
versant {Man V. Ward (1741), 2 Atk. 228; Hargrave, Law Tracts, p. 431). 

(а) Ker^h v. Branshy (1727). 7 Bro. Pari. Cas. 437; Allen v. Maepheram 
(1842), 1 Ph. 133 ; (1847) 1 H. L. Cos. 191 ; Mduiah v. Milton (1876), 3 Ch. D. 
27, 0. A. A distinction has been taken where probate has bwn obtained by 
^ud, and it has been said that in this case equity would interfere {Bamtaly y. 
Powd (1749), 1 Vea Sen. 284 ; Price v. Dewhurat (l838),4 My. & Or. 76). 

(б) Allen v. Maepheraon, aupra; see judgment of Lord Ltndhurst, L.O., and 
cases there referred to. Compare WhiUon v. Ruaaell (1739), 1 Atk. 448. 

(e) Kerrich v. Branaby, aupra ; Allen v. Maepheraon, aupra, 

(d) See Court of Probate Act, 1S57 (20 & 21 Viet. c. 77), ss. 61, 62; Land 
Transfer Act, 1897 (60 A 61 Viet. c. 65), s. 1 (3); and see title Wills. 
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fraud was given in evidence to support a plea of non est factum to a 
deed ; and the jurisdiction in equity was concurrent (e). Tho 
appropriate court was determined by the procedure and by the 
nature of the remedy. 

As regards procedure equity was originally the better court, both 
for the plaintiff, because he could get discovery and relief at the 
same time, and for the defendant, because he could clear himself on 
oath (/), a privilege denied to him at law till 1851 (^). Moreover, 
in equity presumption of fraud could be acted on, when at law strict 
proof would be required (//). 

As regards remedy the plaintiff was at law restricted to damages ; 
in equity, while he could not get damages, he could obtain the 
rescission of a contract, or the setting aside of a deed or other 
instrument and the restitution of property, with any pecuniary 
adjustment that might be necessary on either side by way of 
accounting for profits or allowance for depreciation (t). 

An action of damages for deceit requires that actual fraud shall be 
proved. There is no such thing as an equitable action for deceit {k). 
But the court has never ventured to lay down as a general pro- 
position what constitutes fraud (Z). Actual fraud arises from acts 
and circumstances of imposition (m). It usually takes either the 
form of a statement of what is false or a suppression of what is 
true.* A statement — suggestio falsi — is not necessarily fraudulent 
because it is untrue. To constitute fraud the person making the 
statement must either know it to be untrue, or make it without 
belief in its truth, or make it recklessly, careless whether it be true 
or false (n). The withholding of information — suppressio veri — is 
not in general fraudulent unless there is a special duty to disclose 
it(o); but the partial statement of fact, and the withholding of 


(e) As to the extent of the concurrence, see Iloart v. BrtmHdge (IS12\ S 
Ch. App. 22. 

(/) V. JBicknell (1801), 6 Ves. 174, 184. 

(g) Evidence Act, 1851 (14 & 15 Viet. c. 99), s. 2. 

{h) Man V. Ward (1741), 2 Atk. 228; Fullagary, Clark (1812), 18 Ves. 481, 
483; see Trenchard v. Wanley (1723), 2 P. Wms. 166, 167. 

(i*) Erlangery, New Sombrero Phoephate Co, (1878), 3 App, Oas. 1218, 1278. 
Restitution of property can be obtained from the holder of it, though he was no 
party to the fraud (Bridgeman v. Green (1757), Wilm. 58; Smith v. Kay (1859), 
7 H. L. Gas. 750, 759), unless he has acquired it in such a manner as to give him 
a title free from this equity. 

(A) Arkwright v. Newhold (1881), 17 Oh. D, 301, C. A. ; Smith v. Chadwick 
(1884), 9 App. Gas. 187; Derry v. Peek (1889), 14 App. Oas. 337; see title 
Misrepresentation and Fraud. 

(f) Mortlock v, BulUr (1804), 10 Yes. 291, 305, per Lord Eldon, L.O. The 
court did not lay down a general rule beyond which it would not go, lest other 
moons of avoiding the eqiuty of the court should be found out (Lawley v. Hooper 
(1745), 3 Atk. 278, 279). 

(hi) CheeterfiM (AViW) v. Janeeen (1751), 2 Ves. Sen. 125, 155. This is the 
first kind of fraud in Lord Hardwioee's classification. 

fu) 7>crry v. Petk^ eupra^ at p. 374. 

(o) Thus upon a contract of sate the maxim caveat emptor applies both at law 
and in equity, and a party who has special knowledge of the property is not 
bound to disclose it unless there is some obligation of disdosure arising 
otherwise than out of the relation of vendor and purchaser (Fo» v. Macki^h 
(1788), 2 Bro. 0. 0. 400, 420; see TVirner v. Harvey (1821), Jao. 169, 178; Keates 
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essential qnalifications, may make that which is slated absolutely 
false and bring it under the head of 8ugg€Btiofal8i(p). 

A misrepresentation made without knowledge of its untruth doM 
not ordinarily give a right to damages at law, but it is a ground in 
equity for rescinding a contract (q), though not for setting aside a 
conveyance for value (r). If, however, a gift has been obtained 
by means of an innocent misrepresentation, restitution will be 
ordered (s). 

13 . The jurisdiction of a court of equity to prevent a man from 
selling his goods under such a description as to lead the public to 
believe that they are buying the goods of another appears to have 
been based upon the jurisdiction to prevent fraud, although actual 
fraudulent intent need not now be proved, and the effect of the 
jurisdiction is to create a properly in trade names and marks (t). 

(iii.) Extensions of Fraud (w). 

14 . In cases of actual fraud the jurisdiction in equity was 
strictly concurrent with that at law. But equity extended its 
jurisdiction by including under the head of fraud transactions which 
were so opposed to fair dealing between the parties that they ought 
not to be held binding. Under the head of constructive fraud, 
as this was called, were included the following cases (1) Where 
on one side there was no true consent, including cases where 
consent had been obtained by surprise ; (2) where one party, 
though consenting, was not free ; (3) where the transaction infringed 
the rights of third parties; and (4) where undue advantage had 
been taken of expectant heirs (a). In all these cases there might 
also be circumstances of contrivance or undue advantage implying 
actual fraud. 

16 . The first case — want of consent — arises when a transaction 
is entered into by a person of unsound mind. Sucli a person being 


V. Cadogan {Earl) (1851), 10 C. B. 591). The obligatioa of disclosure may arise 
from the relation of the parties, as where they are agent and principal ; or from 
the nature of the contract, as where it is uhtrrimce Juki ; or from urcumstanccs 
occurring during the negotiation, as where a statement made with honest belief 
is subsequently discovered to be false {Davies v. London and Provincial Marine 
Insurance Co, (1878), 8 Ch. D. 469, per FuY, J., at pp. 471,’ 475 ; Brownlie v. 
Campbell (1880), 5 App. Cas. 925, per Lord Blagkburn, at p. 950). 

( p) Peefe v. Gurnet/ (1873), L. B. 6 H. L. 377, 403 ; Aarou^s Beefs v. Twiss, 
[1896] A. 0. 273, 287. 

{q) Rawlins v. Wickham (1858), 3 Do G. & J. 304 ; Redgrave v. Hard (1881), 
20 Oh. D. 1, C. A. ; Derry v. Peek (188^, 14 App. Cas. 337, 374. 

(r) See Wilde y, Gibson (1848), 1 H. L. Cas. 605. 

(«) Re Glubb^ Bamfield v. Rogers^ [1900] 1 Ch. 354, C. A. ; not following 
WiUon v. Thornburg (1875), 10 Ch. App. 239, in this respect, title Gifts. 

(<) See Leather Cfloth Co. v. American Leather Cloth Co. (1805), 11 H. L. Caa. 
523,538; Reddawaxj y. Banham, [1896] A. 0. 199, 209, 215; Warwick Tyre 
Co. V, New ifofor etc. Co., [1910] 1 Ch. 248, 255 ; see title Teade Maeks, etc. 

(tt) See title Peauditlent and Voidable Conveyances. As to frauds 
on powers, see Aleyn y. Bekhier (1758), 1 Eden, 132; 2 White & Tud. L. 0., 
7th ed.. 308 ; and title Powees. 

fa) The general principle is that if the party b in a situation in which ho is 
not a free agent, and is not equal to protecting himself, a court of equity will 
protect him {Evans y. LlmeUin (1787), 2 Bro. C. 0. 160). 
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Equitt. 


BwcT. 1. incapable of entering into a valid contract or of doing any valid act, 
Nature and a person dealing with him and knowing his incapacity is deemed to 
Extent of perpetrate a meditated fraud on him and his rights (t). And the 
Equitable mere incapacity is a ground in equity for reviewing the contract and 
Jorisdic- getting it aside, if not for the lunatic’s benefit (c) ; but this will not 
be done if the other party has acted in good faith, and if the parties 
cannot be restored to their original position (d). 

Drunkcnncai. Drunkenness existing at the time of a transaction, to such an 
extent as to deprive the party of mental capacity, invalidated the 
transaction at law, and, if there was nothing more, equity did not 
interfere, either to enable one party to get rid of his agreement or 
deed, or the other party to enforce it ; but if the party had been 
enticed into drink or some unfair advantage had been taken of him, 
then equity would relieve him, even though the drunkenness was 
not such as to deprive him of reason (e) ; and the same relief will 
now be given by the High Court. 

Weakness of Mere weakness of mind, short of unsoundness, is not alone a 
mind. ground for relief in equity; but if the transaction is in itself 

improvident or unfair, there arises a presumption of fraud which 
will readily be supported if there are facts showing imposition, or 
advantage taken of the weakness of mind (/). 
fim«ic<jua(e Inadequacy of consideration does not necessarily show want of 
conaidwatiou. conseftt, and it is not in itself a ground for relief in equity (fjf) ; but 

(b) Story, s. 227. At common law a person of unsound mind could not him- 
Bolf plead his incapacity so as to invalidate his own acts [Ueverltnfa Case 
4 Co. Hep. 121 h), thou*jh liis acts might be set aside by the Crown or oy his 
heirs (Co. Litt. 247 a, b). But equity, in adopting the principle, confined it 
to acts done by the lunatic to the prejudice of others, and as to acts done to 
his own prejudice his lunacy was recognised os a ground for i*elief (Fonblanque, 
Treatise of Equity, 5th od., Vol. I., p. 52; Ridler v. Ridler (1729), 1 Eq. Cas. 
Abr. 279; Addison v. Dawson (1711), 2 Vern. 678) ; and the courts of common 
law came to recognise that unsouudness of mind, if known to the other party, 
was a good defence to an action on a contract (Baxter y. Portsmouth (Earl) 

6 H. & C. 170; Molton v. Oamrnux (1848), 2 Exch. 487 ; affirmed (1849) 4 Exch. 

1 7, Ex. Ch, ; Imperial Loan Co, v. Stone^ [1892] 1 Q. B. 599, C. A.). The defence 
does not extend to claims for nneessaries (Be Rhodes, Rhodes v. Rhodes (1890), 44 
Ch. D. 94, C. A.) ; see also title Lunatics and Persons of Unsound Mind. 
(r) See Btlbt/ v. Jachon (1843h 6 Beav. 192 ; affirmed (1844), 13 L. J. (OH.) 249. 
(a) Niell v. Morley (1804), 9 Ves. 478; Sergeson v. Sealeg (1742), 2 Atk. 412; 
Juries V. Rerrington (1850), 3 Mac. & G-. 486. 

(e) Cooke y, Citiyworth (1811), 18 Ves. 12; see Rich v. Sydenham (1671), 1 
Cos. in Ch. 202 ; Johnson v. Medlicott (1734), 3 P. Wms., 6th ed., p. 130, 
n. (A) ; see title Contract, Vol. VII., p. 342. 

(/) Osmond v. Fitzroy (1731), 3 P. Wins. 129. There is no suoli thing as an 
equitable incapacity, where there is a legal capacity ( per J ektll, M.R., at p. 130) ; 
Clarkson y, IJantoay (1723), 2 P. Wms. 203 ; Bridgman v. Green (1755), 2 
Ves. Son. 627 ; Filmer v. Oott (1774), 4 Bro. Purl. Cas. 230; Nantes v. Corrock 
(1803), 9 Ves. 182; Willan v. WiUan (1810), 16 Ves. 72; compare WiUis v. 
Jernegan (l’*^!), 2 Atk. 251, per Lord Hardwickb, L.C. ; Gartside y, Isherwood 
(1783), 1 Bro. 0. 0. 558; Fonblanque, Treatise of Equity, 6th ed. Vol. L, p. 62. 
And the transaction is set aside not only as against the party guilty of the 
fraud, but as against innocent persons claiming through nim (Huguenin v. 
Baseley (1807), 14 Ves. 273, per Lord Eldon, L.C., at p, 289 ; Bridgman v. Green, 
supra). Where coverture is no bar to a contract or conveyance by a married 
woman, she is bound by it, unless there is such fraud as would be a ground for 
setting aside the transaction in the oase of any other person (see Daibiac y. 
Dalbiac (1809), 16 Ves. 116). 

{$) Griffith y, Sproiley (1787), 1 Oox, Eq. Oas. 383 (in the Exchequer) ; Naylor 
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it may be an element in establishing such fraud as will avoid the 
transaction (ft), or the transaction may be so unconscionable as to 
afford in itself evidence of fraud (t). But, in order that relief may 
be given, it must be possible for the parties to be restored to their 
former position, and hence a marriage settlement cannot be set 
aside (ft). 

A voluntary settlement may be set aside if its effect was not 
properly understood by the settlor, and when it co«xtains no ^ower 
of revocation, his attention should be expressly called to the omission 
and his instructions obtained and recorded. But the absence of a 
power of revocation, and the failure to draw attention to it, do not 
make the settlement invalid. They are merely circumstances to be 
considered (Z). 

16. The fact that a party has acted without due deliberation, 
or under a misapprehension of his rights or of the effect of the 
transaction, is not a ground for relief in equity, unless the case is 
one in which relief can be afforded on the ground of mistake ; but 
if by the conduct of the other party he has been taken unawares, 
and has acted without due deliberation, and under confusod and 
sudden impressions, this is a case of surprise against which equity 
will relieve (m). But the relief is given on the ground of the fraud 
attending the surprise (n), and in general there are other circum- 
stances, such as weakness of mind, or poverty, or inadequacy of 
consideration, which assist the result (o). If, however, surprise or 
mistake is set up as a ground for resisting speciffc performance of 
an agreement, Ihe element of fraud need not be present (p). 

17. A party to a transaction, though consenting to it, may 
not give a free consent, because he is exposed to such influence 
from the other party as to deprive him of the free use of his 
judgment ; and in such a case equity will set the transaction aside, 
and if property has passed will order restitution, and if necessary 
follow it into the hands of innocent third parties {q). The evidence 

y. Winch (1824), 1 Sim. & St. 535, 565; Borell v. Dann (1843), 2 Hare, 440; 
Ilarruon v. Guest (1860), 8 H. L. Cas. 481. As to inadequacy of consideration 
in barons with expectant heirs, see p. 21, post, 

(h) See Ayles/ord (Earl) v. Morris (1873), 8 CSi. App. 484, 400; Fry v. Lane, 
Re Fry, Whittet v. Bush (1888), 40 Oh, D. 312, 324. 

(f) Coles V. Trecothick (1804), 9 Ves. 234, 246; Oopis v. Middleton (1818), 2 
Madd. 410; Peacock v. Evans (1809), 16 Ves. 512. 

(k) North V. AnseR (1731), 2 P. Wms. 618, 619 ; Camphdl v. Ingilby (1856), 
21 Bear. 567, 576. 

(/) Hall y. Hall (1873), 8 Oh. App. 430; see Villers y. Beaumont (1682), 1 
Veni. 100; Peirer, Espinasse (1831), 2 My. & K. 496 ; Bill y. Cureton (1835), 
2 My. & K, 503 ; Harvey v. Mount (1845), 8 Beav. 439, 451. A voluntary con- 
veyance was formerly liable to be defeated by a subsequent conveyance for 
value (see Buckle y. MitcheU (1812), 18 Yes. 100); but this cannot result from 
any such conveyance made after June 29th, 1893 (Voluntary Conveyances 
Act. 1893 (56 & 67 Viet. o. 21) ). 

(m) Story, s. 120, n. (3); Evans v. LUweUyn (1787), 2 Bro. 0. 0. 150; 
see Irnkam (Lord) v. Qhud (1781), 1 Bro. 0. 0. 92. 

(n) Boih (Earl) y. MountcMue (Earl) (1693), 3 Cos. in Oh. 55 ; 1 Fonblanque, 
Treatise of Equity, 5th ed., YoL L, p. 122. 

S Pidedi V. ijopgon (1807), 14 Ves. 215. 

) Toumshend (Marquis) v. Stat^oom (1801), 6 Ves. 328. 

(q) Bridgeman v. Green (1757), Wilm. 58. 
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Equity. 

may show that there was actual uudue influence in the particular 
case (r) ; but in certain relations the existence of undue influence is 
presumed, and then the jparty seeking to uphold the transaction 
must give evidence rebutting the presumption (s). These relations 
are : — 

(1) Parent and child (t), esiiecially where the child has only 
recently come of age and is still under parental control (a). The 
child is presumed to be under the exercise of parental influence as 
long as the dominion of the parent lasts (h ) ; but if the exercise of 
parental influence is disproved — as by showing that the child had 
independent advice, and acted on it (c), or otherwise — and if the child 
understood the contents of the deed, then the gift from the child 
stands on the same footing as any other gift (d). The rule applies 
where a person who is or has been in loco parentis takes a benefit 
from the child (e). But it does not apply where the transaction is 
one for the settlement of property in which the parties are mutually 
interested ; and such transactions are regarded by the court with 
favour (/). Consequently, a resettlement, under which a son’s 
estate is cut down, will be upheld if he understood it, although he 
was not separately advised (g) ; parental influence is not a ground for 
interference when it is not exercised for the benefit of the parent (/t). 

(2) Guardian and ward ; (3) Trustee and cestui que trust (i). In 
these relations the rule is similar to that in the case of parent and 
child, but is applied more strictly. On grounds of public policy the 
court raises a strong presumption of undue influence, even though 
there is no actual unfairness ( J). And it applies both during the actual 
relation and afterwards as long as the influence resulting from 
the relation lasts (Ic) ; but when the relation and its influence have 
ceased, and in particular after accounts have been settled and 

(r) See AUcard y. Shinner (1887), 36 Ch. D. 145, 171, C. A. ; Morley v. 
Loughnav, [1893] 1 Ch. 736. 

(a) Iluguenin v. Baseley (1807), 14 Vee. 273. 

(<) lloghton y, Hoghton (1852), 15 Beav. 278 ; Baker v. Bradley (1855), 7 De G. 
M. & G. 597, 0. A.; HobHyn v. Hoblyn (1889), 41 Ch. D. 200; and see title 
llfFAMTS AND CniLDKEN. 

(a) Archer v. Hudson (1844), 7 Beav. 551. 

h) Wright v. Vanderplank (1856), 8 De G. M. & G. 133, C. A., per Tuhneu, 
L.J., at p. 146. 

(c) Pow^l v. Powell, [1900] 1 Ch. 243. 

((/) Wright y. Vandcrplank, supra; Turner v. Collins (1871), 7 CL App. 329; 
see Blackhom v. Edgley (1719), 1 P. Wms. 600. 

(f) Archer v. Hudson, supra; see Heitmar v. Metropolitan and Provincial Bank 
(1863), 1 Hem. & M. 641. 

(/) Baker v. Bradley, atepra, per Turner, L. J., at p. 620 ; Hoghton v. Hoghton, 
supra, at p. 302 ; see title Family Arrangements. 

(</) Jenner v. Jenner (1860), 2 De G. F. & J. 359 ; see Cory v. Cory (1747), 1 
Ves. Sen. 19. 

f/i) Harionp v. Hartopp (1856), 21 Beav, 259. 

U) See titlos Infants and Children and Trusts and Trustees respectively. 

(j) Hylton V. Hylton (1754), 2 Ves. Sen. 547, as to guardians; see Hunter v. 
Atkins (1834). 3 My. & K. 113, 135; Vaughton v. Noble (1861), 30 Beav. 34, 
39, as to trosteea The rule applies to a person assuming the office of guardian 
{QriMn v. De Veiulle (1781), citw in Huguenin v. Boaa7ay (1807), 14 Ves. 273, 283). 

(If) Haich V. Hatch (1804), 9 Ves.* 292; and m EverUt v. EveriH (1870), 
L. K. 10 £q. 405, as to the gtiardian’s influence being a ground for setting aside 
a voluntary settlement, although not in his favour. 
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the property handed over, a gift to the guardian or trustee in 6 eot. i. 
reco^ition of his trouble may be a very proper act (1). Nature and 

(4) Solicitor and client. This relation raises so strong a pre- Extent of 
sumption of undue influence that it has been said to be almost 
impossible for a gift made by a client to a solicitor to stand (m). 

The presumption, however, is not irrebuttable. It can be rebutted, «_* 
in case of a gift, by proving that the solicitor was not acting as such Solicitor and 
in the matter of the gift, and that the donor had competent 
independent advice of such a nature as to show that the influence 
of the solicitor was not operative (u) ; and it can be rebutted, in case 
of a sale, by showing that the client was fully informed, that he 
had competent independent advice, and that the price was fair (o). 

The presumption of undue influence arises also in other confi- 
dential relations, such as physician and patient (p), and religious 
superior and inferior ( 5 ), but not, apparently, in the case of husband 
and wife (r). 

18. Where a party to a transaction enters into it under duress Duress, 
in the strict sense — that is, where he is compelled to it by bodily 
restraint or fear of bodily harm — the transaction is void at law («), 
and in such case it will be set aside in equity (f). But relief is 
also granted in equity where the compulsion is not of this extreme 
nature, and to avoid the transaction it is sufficient that there 
were such circumstances of pressure as to prevent the parQr being 
a free agent (u). Similarly, where a transaction is voidable, a 
confirmation of it procured by terror is of no effect (i^). 

(/) Hylton ▼. Hylton f 1754), 2 Ves. Sen, 647 ; Hatch v. Hatch (1804), 9 Ves. 

292 ; see as to accounts being unsettled and property retained, PhtBe v. War hi g 
(1745), 1 P. Wms. 121, n. (ij; Hamilton v. Mohun (1710), 1 P. Wms. 118. 

(m) Hatch v. Hatch, supra; Hunter v. Atkins (1834), 3 My, & K. 113, 135. 

(n) Rhodes t. Rate (1866), 1 Ch. App. 262 ; Liles v. Terry, [1895] 2 (i. B. 679, 

0, A. ; Wright v. Career, [1903] 1 Ch. 27, 0. A. And the rule apphes if the gift 
is to a near relation of the solicitor [Barron v. Willis, [1900] 2 On. 121, 0. A.) ; 
and as between counsel and client (Broun v. Kennedy (1864j, 4 De G. J. & Sin. 

217, C. A,). See also titles Barristers, Vol. II., p. 392 ; Solicitors. 

(o) Oihson v. Jeyes (1801), 6 Ves. 266, 277 ; iVright y. Carter, supra, per 
STIRLING, L.J., at p. 60 ; Re Haslamand Hier-Evans, [1902] 1 Ch. 765, 770, C. A. 

(p) Mitchell V. Homfray (1881), 8 Q. B. D. 687, 0. A. See title Medicine 
AND Pharmacy. 

(q) Allcard v, Skinner (1887), 36 Ch. D. 145, C. A. ; Morley v. Loughnan, 

[1893] 1 Ch. 736 ; compare Fulham y. McCaHhy (1848), 1 H. L. Cas. 703. 

(r) Howes v. Bishop, [1909] 2 K. B. 390, 0. A., whore ClmpUn Co. v. Dram* 
mall, [1908] 1 E. B. 233, G. A., is distinguished. See title Husband and Wife. 

(s) See title Contract, Vol. VII., p. 356. 

It) Hawesy, IVj^aff(1790),3Bro.C.C, 156, 168; Scoff v. 5co«( 1847), 11 LEq.R. 

74. The fact that a conveyance or contract was made in prison with a view to 
procuring release is not a ground for avoiding it, if it is fair and is made on 
proper aavioe [Hinton v, Hinton (1755), 2 Ves. Son. 631, 636 ; Brinkley v. Hann 
(1843), 1 Drury temp. Sug. 175) ; and so as to bail given while under arrest by 
process of law [Roy v. Beaufort [Duke) (1741), 2 Atk. 190. 193; Liverpool 
Marine Credit Co. v. Hunter (1868), 3 Ch. App. 479, disapproving Talleyrandy. 

Boulanger (1797), 3 Ves. 447). But if, owing to the arrest, there is no free 
consent, the court will relieve, notwithstanding that the arrest was lawful 
{KlchdU V. HkUlls (1737), 1 Atk. 409 ; Falkner v. C Brian [\m), 2 Ball A B. 214. 

(tt) A.-G. V. Sothon (1706), 2 Vem. 497 ; Williams v. Bayley (1866), L. E. 1 
H. L. 200 ; Ellis v. Barker (1871), 7 Ch, App. 104 ; compare Barnes v. Richards " 

(1902), 60 W. E. 363. 

(v) Oroii;e v. Ballard (1790), 1 Ves, 216, 220. 
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EQUITT. 


8kw. 1. 19 . A transaction will be relieved against in equity where it 

Hatuif and involves an injury to third parties ; and this rule has been established 
Extent of on grounds of public policy (w). Instances are afforded by marriage 
Equitable brokage contracts (x) ; by secret contracts which defeat the purpose 
Jntisdic- of agreements or arrangements made on the occasion of a marriage, 
or the proper expectation of either spouse (a); and by secret 
(3) Injurr to agreements between a debtor and one of his creators which give 
thlid partial. gQob creditor some advantage which he would not obtain under an 
arrangement treating all the creditors equally and fairly (b). 

20 . Belief is given in equity against unconscionable bargains 
made with heirs and other persons on the security of their expec- 
tant or reversionary interests in property-^catching bargains, as 
they have been called, with heirs, reversioners, and expectants 
during the lives of their parents or other ancestors (c). These cases 


(4) Cncon- 
scio&ablo 
baricainfi with 
exp^tant 
hoirs and 
others. 


(w) Chesterfield {Earl) y. Janssen (1751), 2 Ves. Sen. 125, per Lord 
IIardwioke, L.O., at p. 156: ** Particular persons in contracts shall not only 
transact bond fide between themselves, but shall not transact maid fide in respect 
of other persons who stand in such a relation to either as to be affected by the 
contract, or the consequences of it; and as the rest of mankind, beside the 
parties contracting, are concerned, it is properly said to bo governed on publio 
utility.” 

(x) Hall V. Potter (1695), Show. Pari. Gas. 76 ; Drary v. Iloifhe (1686), 1 Vern. 
412 ; Roberts v. Roberts (1730), 3 P. Wms. 66 ; Cole v. Gibson (1750), 1 Ves. Son. 
503, 50<S; Rhirlei/y, JIfaHin (1779), referred to in Roche v. 0’ifn‘en (1810), 1 
Ball & B. 330, 358. Equity relieves against a bond, even though given auer 
the marriage (Williamson v. Olhon (1805), 2 Sch. & Lef. 357), and orders money 
already paid to be refunded (Smith v. Bruning (1700), 2 Vern. 392 ; Hermann v. 
Chnrlesworth, [1905] 2 K, B. 123) ; and see title Contract, Vol. VII., p. 397. 

(a) Such as a security by husband or wife to return property provide on the 
maniage to the person providing it (Turton v. Benson (1718), 1 P. Wms. 496; 
Jitdman v. Reiman (16vS5), 1 Vern. 348; Gale v. Lindo (1687), 1 Vern. 475; 
Neville Y* Wilkinson (1782), 1 Bro. 0. 0. 543; Palmer v. Neave (1805), 11 Ves. 
165). The fraud in tnese cases consists ** in affecting to put the party contract- 
ing for the marriage in one situation by the articles, and putting that party in 
another and a worse situation by private agreement” (per Grant, M.E., in 
Palmer v. Neaife, supm). The relief oeing based on public policy, it is no objection 
that the party claiming relief was particeps criminis (Redman v. Redman, supra; 
Vauxhall Bridge Co, v. Spencer (Earl) (1821), Jac. 64, 67). The same principle 
is applied in cases where a woman about to marry makes a disposition of her 
property in fraud of her husband’s marital rights (Strathmore (Countess) v. 
Bowes (1789), 1 Vos. 22 ; 1 White & Tud. L. 0., 7th ed., p. 613). 

(b) Chesterfield (7^aW) y, Janssen, supra; Jackman v. Mitchell (1807), 13 
Ves. 581. Here, too, since relief is given on grounds of public policy, a 
person particeps criminis may obtain it (Jackman v. Mitchell, supra), A bond 
given for ^ch purpose came to be recognised as bad at law,' but t^ did not 
oust the jurisuiotiou in equity (ibid,, at p. 586). In modem practice the 
principle is well establishedji ifare v. Sandford (1859), 1 GifP. 288 ; McKewan y. 
Sanderson (1873), L. R. 15 Eq. 229, 235 ; (1875), L. R. 20 Eq. 65) ; and money 
paid by the debtor under the arrangement can be recovered (he Lember^s Polieg 
(1877), 7 Gh. p. 650). So, too, a general deed of compromise can be repudiate 
by a creditor if he discovers that other creditors have been induced to execute it 
by a secret bargain to their advantage (Dauglish v. Tennent (1866), L. B. 2 Q. B. 
49 ; Be Milner, Ex parts Milner (1885), 15 Q. B. D. 605, 0. A.). But the 
principle only applies where there has Imn a common basis of consent between 
the editors; not where their debts have been bought up separately (Be 
LtinkCs Claimy [1894] 3 Oh. 365, 0. A.). See title Feavbulbnt and Voedabli 
COKVXTANGBS. 

{^Ohtekrfield (Earl) v. Janssen, supra; TufisUeton v. Qriffilh (1716), 1 
P. Wms. 310; Qwynne v. Heaton (1778), 1 Bio. C, C. 1, 9 ; Qowland v. Ds Faria 
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soiDetimeB show actual fraud ; but, without this, they contain 
various elements which afford a reco^ised ground for relief — the 
inequality of the parties, the intrinsic unconscionableness of the 
bargain, and the defeating of the intentions of the ancestor (d). 

Formerly mere inadequacy of price was a ground for seUing 
aside such a bargain, and the onus of proving that the price was fair 
was imposed on the person who had dealings with the expectant 
heir or reversioner (c). In the case of loans the transaction might 
also be void as being in breach of the usury laws. Mere inadequacy 
of price is no longer a ground for equitable relief (/) ; but neither 
this change in the law, nor the repeal of the usury laws, has 
affected the general principles as to relief of expectant heirs (//). 
I’he knowledge of, and want of protest by, the person from whom 
the expectancy is derived, and a fortiori his sanction, removes a 
chief objection to the bargain, and in general will validate it (A). 

Apart from the fraud on the ancestor, the doctrine is founded on 
pressure upon the heir, or the distress of the party disposing of 
bis expectancy (i). If, when this is removed, he conlirms the 
bargain it will stand (k). 

Where the contract is set aside, it will be set aside on equitable 
terms, that is, the plaintiff must repay the money he has actually 
received, with interest at the rate of £5 per cenl. per annum, and 
must pay any sums properly expended on the property and costs (0» 
unless the misconduct of the defendant in the matter has been such 
as to disentitle him to costs {in). 

Upon the same principle equity interferes generally to set 


nsil), 17 Ves. 20; Davi$ v. Marlborough [Duke) (1819), 2 Swan. 108, 139, n. (a) ; 
Fqnblanque, Treatise of Equity, 5th ed., Vol. I., p. 134. Possibly the rule 
originally applied only to expectant heirs and not to reversioners {Wood v. Ahrey 
(1818), 3 Madd. 417, 423). See also title Infants and Children. 

(d) Chesterfield [Earl) v. Janssen (1761), 2 Ves. Sen. 125. 

(e) Peacock v. EvaM (1809), 16 Yes. 612, 514; Baurtree v. Waism (1834), 3 
My. & K. 339 ; Aldhorough [Earl) v. Trye (1840), 7 Cl. & Fin. 436, H. L. ; Kiug 
T. Savery (1853), 1 Sm. & G. 271 ; sub nom. Savery v. King (1856), 5 II. L. Cas. 
627 ; Edwards v. Burt (1®®2), 2 De G. M. & G. 65, 0. A. ; Bromley v. Smith 
(1859), 26 Bear. 644. The onus was discharged by showing that the sale had 
been by auction, provided the auction was fide (Shelly y. Nash (1818), 3 
Madd. 232; Fox y. Wright (1821), Madd. & G. 1 11). 

(/) Sales of Beversions Act, 1867 (31 A 32 Vict. c. 4). 

(^) AyUrfcfrd (Earl) y. Morris (1873), 8 Ch. App. 484 ; see Croft v. Graham 
(1863), 2 De G. J. & Sxn. 155, C. A. ; Miller v. Cook (1870), L. E. 10 641, 

646 ; Tyler y. Yates (1870), L. R. 11 Eq. 265 ; affirmed (^1871), 6 Ch. App. 665 ; 
Beynon y. Cook (1876), 10 Oh. App. 389 ; Fry y. Lane^ Be Fry, Whittet y. Btish 
(1888), 40 Ch. D. 312, 324. The doctrine also applies to a loan on unconscionable 
terms to one who has only ^neral expectations of benefiting on the death of 
another (A/ifvilZ y. (1880), 15 Ch. D. 679). Sec also title Money and 

Money-Lending. 

(h) Kino y. Hamlet (1834), 2 My. & K. 466, 474; approved, Story, s. 339 ; 
queraoned, Su^en, Yendors and Purchasers, 11th ed., p. 316. 

(i) King y, Hamlet, supra, per Lord BrouoUAK, L.C., atp. 480. While this 
continues he is treated as an infant (Qwynne y. Heaton (1778), 1 Bro. 0. 0. 1, 9). 

(k) Cole y. Gibbons (1734), 3 P. Wms. 290 ; Chesterfield (Earl) y. Janssen, supra, 

(l) Gwynni y. Heaton (1778), 1 Bro. C. 0. 1 ; Twistleton y. Griffith (1716), 1 
P. Wms. 310; Peacock y, Evans, supra; Bawtree y. Watson, supra, at p. 341 ; 
Miller y. Cook, supra, at p. 647 ; compare Barker y. Vansommr (1782), 1 
Bro. C. C. 149. 

(m) Qowtand y. De Faria (1811), 17 Yes. 20; Morony y. 0*Dta (1809), 1 BaU 
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aside transactions by way of sale and otherwise where, on account 
of poverty, ignorance, under-value, and lack of independent advice, 
the transaction is unconscionable (n). 

(iv.) Mistake (o). 

2t Mistake was a ground for relief both at law and in equity, 
and hence the jurisdiction was classed as concurrent, but there 
were differences as regards the nature of the relief and the 
circumstances in which it was given. 

Money paid by mistake was in general only recoverable in equity if 
paid under a mistake of fact (p). The rule was the same at law (q), 
and on this point law and equity were practically the same, since 
the appropriate legal action, an action for money had and received, 
was in its nature an equitable action (r). But where money was 
paid under a mistake of law, the plaintiff in equity might obtain 
relief if there were special circumstances which made it inequitable 
that the party who had received the money should retain it (s). 

22. A mistake in an executory agreement may be either in the 
language of the agreement, or in regard to circumstances inducing 
the agreement. There is a mistake in the language when it does 
not represent the actual intention of one or both parties. If the 
palsies had the same intention, but by mistake this has not been 
expressed, equity, upon proof of such intention, will rectify the 
agreement at the instance of either party (t). If, in a written 
agreement, only one party has used language which does not express 
his intention, he is without remedy at law, since he cannot give 
parol evidence to contradict the written instrument (a). But he 


ft B. 109 ; Bent/on v. Fitch (1866). 35 B )av. 570, 578 ; Tuler v, Yute) (1870), L, R. 
11 Eq. 265; Bromley v. Smith (1859), 26 Beav. 644. 

(«) Longrmte v. Ledger (1860), 2 GifiP. 157; Clark v. Malpaa (1862), 4 De 
G. E. ft J. 401, 0. A. ; Baker v. Monk (1864), 4 De G. J. & Sm. 388, C. A. ; 
iVtfM V. Coke (1871), 6 Oh. App. 645 ; Fry v. Aanc, Re Fry^ Whittet v. Bmh (1888), 
40 Ch. D. 312, 822 ; Jamee y. Kerr (1889), 40 Oh. D. 449, 460 ; Reee v. De Bernardy, 
[1896] 2 Ch. 437. As to circumstauoes not sufficient to set aside a conveyance, 
see Harrieim v. Qaeei (1860), 8 H. L. Cas. 481. 

(0) See title Mistake. 

Ip) Rogere v. Ingham (1876), 3 Ch. D. 351, 0. A. 

(q) BUbie V. Ltmley (1802), 2 East, 469, 472 ; Kelly v. Solari (1841), 9 M. ft W. 
hi ; Durrani v. Eccleeiaatical CommUeioners (1880), 6 Q. B. D. 234. 

(rl Moeea v. Mac/erlan (1760), 2 Burr. 1005, 1012. 

(s) Rogere v. Ingham, supra. A trustee in bankruptcy who receives money 
paid under a mistake of law must, as an officer of the court, set an example by 
repaying it (Re Condon, Ex parte James (1874), 9 Ch. App. 609, 614) ; see Re 
Tyler, Ex parte Ofiicial Receiver, n90T] 1 K. B. 865, 0. A. And in equity relief 
can be given against mistakes oi law (Stone v. Godfrey (1854), 5 De G. M. & G. 
76, 90 ; Re Saxon Life Assurance Society (1862), 2 John, ft 408, 412). See 
generally title Mistake. 

(1) Henkle v. JSoyaf Exchange Assurance Co. (1749), 1 Ves. Sen. 317 ; Shdhume 
v. Inchiquin (1784), 1 Bro. 0. 0. 338 ; affinned suh nom. Inchiguin v. Fitxmaurice 
(1785), 5 Bro. Pari. Cas. 166; Townshend (Marguis) v. Stangroom (1801), 6 Yes. 
328 ; Paget v. Marshall (1884), 28 Ch. D. 255; see note (q), p. 24, post. But not 
after the amement has been construed by the court, and executed by payment of 
moneyundertho judgment of the court (CbtVdv. ifoM(1886), 33 Ch. D. 22, 0. A.). 

(c) Druiff V. Parh^ (Lord) (1868), L. B. 5 Eq. 131. oro title Deeds aed 
Other liSTBVinnrTS, Yol. X., p. 444. In equity parol evidence of mistakq 
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will be relieved in equity {b) if the mistake was caused by the other 
party, or if it involves serious hardship (c) and was not due to 
mere carelessness (d). 

Yfhere a party is entitled to relief against a unilateral mistake, 
the court may go so far as to hold that there was no contract 
because the parties were not ad idem (e). But usually the mistake 
can only be set up as a defence to an action for specific performance. 
Formerly a successful defence would still have left the mistaken 
party liable to an action at law, and this result is in effect pre- 
served by the present rule that the court which refuses specific 
performance can give the damages, if any, to which the plaintiff 
may be entitled (J). If the words are capable of a double meaning, 
a party may first set up his own construction as being the right 
one, and, if he fails, may then seek relief on the ground of mis- 
take (^). But if the words are clear, the party cannot have relief 
on the ground that he was mistaken as to their legal effect (/i), or 
as to the nature of the obligations which he has undertaken (0» 
unless the mistake has been induced by the other party (k). 

23. If the mistake lies in some circumstance which induced 
the agreement, the general rule is that relief will be given if the 
mistake was as to a matter of fact, but not if it was a mistake of 
law. But ** law in this connection means a general principle of 
law, and not that particular application of law to fact which def^r- 
mines the private right of the party in the subject-matter of the 
contract. Such private right is a matter of fact, and an agreement 
made under a mistake as to the interest of the parties, or one of 
them, in the subject-matter will be rescinded (i). 

can bo given to resist specifio performance {Towmhend [Marquis) v. Stangroom 
(1801), 6 Ves. 328), but not to obtain it [HiggiriBony, VUmea) (1808), 16 Ves. 516). 

[h) Wehster v. Cecil (1861), 30 Boav. 62 (mistake in price) ; Manser v. Back 
(1848), 6 Hare, 443 (mistake in not reserving a right of way) ; JJichnan v. 
Berene^ [1895] 2 Ch. 638, 0. A. (mistake in description of intended subject- 
matter of compromise) ; see Wilding v, Sanderson, [1897] 2 Ch. 634, *0. A. 

(c) Jligginson v. Clowes (1808). 15 Ves. 516; Preston v. Luck (1884), 27 Ch. D, 
497, 0. A. ; Goddard v. Jeffreys (1881), 30 W. E. 269. 

(d) Tamplin v, James (1880), 15 Ch. B. 216, C. A. ; Van Praagk v. Everidge, 
[1902] 2 Ch. 266 ; reverb on another ground, [1903] 1 Ch. 434, C. A. ; see 
Swaisiand v. Bearsley (1861), 29 Beav. 430, 433; Goddard v. J^reys, supra, 

(e) Hickman v. Berens, supra ; Paget v. Marshall (1884), 28 Un. I). 255. And 
at law a mistake as to the very subject-matter of the contract, and not as to 
some incident of it, is a ground fur holding that there was no contract [Kennedy 
V. Panama etc. Mail Go. (1867), L. K. 2 Q. B. 580), provided, that is, that 
evidence of the mistake is admissible ; but not a mistake as to quality, not 
induced by the vendor, although known to him [Smith v. Hughes (1871), L. E. 6 
Q. B. 697), But instead of treating the contract as a nullity, the court may give 
the defendant the option of taking what the plaintiff meant to give [Paget v. 
Marshall, supra). 

(/) Tamplin v. James, supra ; see p. 12, note (<;), ante, 

iff) Wilding v. Sanderson, supra; or he can elect to enforce the contract 
according to the construction admitted by the other side iPrestm v. Lu6k, supra) ; 
see Rich v. Jackson (1794), cited in Toumshend [Marquis) y. Stangroom (18011. 0 
Ves. 328, at p. 334. v 

i h) Powell V. Smith (1872), L. E. 14 Eq. 85. 
f) Stewart v. Kennedy (1890), 15 App. Cas. 108, 118, 121. 

A;) Wilding v. Sanderson, supra, a^. 550. 

0 Cooper V. Phihhs (1867), L. B. 2 H. L. 149, per Lord Wbstbuet, at p. 170 ; 
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24. Special considerations apply to a compomise entered into 
under a mistake of fact or law. A compromise assumes that the 
rights of the parties are doubtful, and the compromise is efifected 
for the purpose of settling their interests in property, or their 
claims against each other, without resorting to or without con- 
tinuing litigation ; and, in general, it would defeat the object of the 
compromise if it could be set aside on the ground of mistake. 

So far as the rights depend on matters of fact, it is the duty of 
ench party to disclose to the other all relevant facts known to 
himself (w/); and if, owing to a failure in this respect, either party 
enters into the compromise under a mistake of fact, it will be set 
aside. And, generally, it appears that a compromise can be set 
aside, like other contracts, for mistake of fact, unless the doubtfulness 
of the fact was the ground of compromise (n). 

So far as the rights depend on questions of law, there is a distinc- 
tion according as the law is clear or doubtful. If the law is clear 
and the facts are admitted, the rights are not in doubt ; the basis 
for a compromise does not exist, and a compromise entered into 
in such circumstances will bo set aside (o). But if the rights 
depend upon doubtful law, or upon the doubtful construction of a 
document, mistake as fo these rights is no ground for setting the 
compromise aside (p). 

25. Whore a transaction has been completed by the execution 
of a deed or other instrument, but the instrument does not carry 
out the common intention of the parties, it will be rectified if 
evidence of such intention can be produced (q). A common error 


Beauchamp {Earl) v. TFinn (1873), L. R. 6 11. L. 223 ; AUcard v. Walker^ [1896] 
2 Ch. 369, 381 ; boo Jones v. Clifford (1876), 3 Ch. D. 779, 792. As to setting 
ofiido a consent order on the ground of mistake, soe Huddersfield Banking Co., 
Ltd. V. Henry Lister Js Son, Lid., [1895] 2 Ch. 273, C. A. 

(m) Gordon v. Gordon (18211, 3 Swan. 400 ; Harvey v. Cooke (1827), 4 Russ. 
34, 68; Smith v. Pincombe (l852), 3 Mac. & G. 653; Greenwood v. Greenwmd 

a , 2 l)e G. J. & Sm. 28, 0. A. In cases of compromise the withholding of 
edge by one side amounts in the view of a court of equity to fraud 
[Brooke v. Mvstyn [lAird) (1864), 2 De G. J. & Sm. 373, 416, C. A.). As to what 
facts are relevant, see Maynard v. Eaton (1874), 9 Ch, App. 414. Perhaps 
the duty of disclosure is confined to cases of compromise by way of family 
arrangement (see Turner v. Greew, [1895] 2 Ch. 205; and title Family 
Arranqemknts). 

(n) See Vaizoy, Settlement of PropeHy, Vol. II., p. 1602; and title Mistake. 

(o) Naylor v. Winch (1824), 1 Sim. & St. 665; Lansdown v. Lansdown (1730), 
Mos. 364 ; 2 Jac. & W. 203, n. ; Gibbons v. Count (1799), 4 Ves. 840, 849 ; 
Stockley v. Stockley (1812), 1 Ves. & B. 23, 31. But if the point of law was 
known to the party’s legal adviser, the compromise will not be set aside {Stewart 
V. Stewart (1839), 6 Cl. & Fin. 911, H. L.) ; contra, if it was entered into in 
consequence of an erroneous view of the facts or of the law taken by the 
^licitor acting for all parties {Be Boberts, Boherts v. Boberts, [1905] 1 Ch. 704, 

(p) Canny, (hnn (1721), 1 P. Wins. 723; Hotchkis v, Dickson (IB20), 2 BW 
303, 348, H. L. ; Stewart v. Stewart, supra, at pp. 966 — 970 ; see MBes v. New 
Zealand Alford Estate C«. (1886), 32 Ch. D. 266, 291, 0. A. And it is sufficient 
if the parties honti fide consider the question in dispute to be doubtful (Luey*$ 
Case (1853), 4 De G. M. & G. 366, 0. A.). 

(17) In the case of a deed tn^ partes it is necessary both to show that there 
has been a mistake by all parties and also to ^ow what was intended to be 
done (BtnBey v. Machay (1862), 4 De G. F. A J. 279, 0. A.) ; as to marriage 
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as to parcels con be amended by rectification of the conveyance (r). 
But if» under a mistake of law, the parties have intentionally executed 
the instrument in a particular form, it will not be rectified so as 
to incorporate provisions which they would have inserted had they 
known the law («). 

A unilateral mistake, whether of fact(0 or of law, in a deed 
or other instrument of conveyance is not in general a ground 
for setting aside the instrument, unless the mistake has been 
induced by fraud. In the case of a defect in title being overlooked 
by mistake, the remedy, as between vendor and purchaser, is on 
the vendor’s covenants (a). But there is an exception in the case of 
a conveyance to the purchaser of property which was already his 
own. In such a case the purchase-money is recoverable (i). 

(v.) Accidentm 

26. Equity afforded relief in certain cases of accident, and since 
the jurisdiction was exercised in respect of claims which were also 
enforceable at law, it was classed as concurrent. But it was not 
concurrent in the sense that the plaintiff could at his option sue 
either at law or in equity. If he had an action at law, he was 
confined to that remedy ; but if by accident his legal remedy was 
not available, then equity supplied a corresponding remedy to take 
its place. The term ‘‘ accident ** includes not merely inevitable 
casualty, or what is known as vis major, but such unforeseen 
events, misfortunes, losses, acts, or omissions as are not the result 
of any negligence or misconduct of the party claiming relief (c). 

27. Cases of accident arise where documents required to 
establish a personal claim, or a title to land or other property, have 
been lost or destroyed. In the case of a bond, profert of the bond 
was originally necessary at law, and the loss or destruction of the 
bond made the action at law impossible ; hence the obligee was 
allowed a remedy in equity in place of that which he had lost at 
law. Proceedings in equity had the further advantage that the 


settlements, see Bold y. Hutchinson {1856), 6 De G. M. & G. 668; that is, it 
must be possible to show clearly what ought to be the amended form of the 
deed {Fowler v. Fowler (1859), 4 Ue G. & J. 250, 274). Alter the death of one 
party rectification may be ordered on the parol evidence of another ( Wollasion 
V. 2rihe (1869), L. B. 9 Eq. 44), though this is exceptional {Tucker v. BenitUt 
(1887), 38 Ch. I). 1, C. A.). Where in a voluntary dera poll a power of revoca- 
tion IS omitted by mistake, the deed can be rectified ; but in the absence of 
mistake, the settlor cannot revoke it because he mistook the law ( Iforrol/ v. 
Jacob (1817), 3 Mer. 256). 

{f) Stale V. Kyte, [1907] 1 Ch. 564, questioning Bloomer v. BpilUe (1872), 
L. B. 13 £q. 427. 

(«) Imham{Lor6[\ v. Child {Vi8\), 1 Bro. 0. C. 92 ; see Pullen v. Btady (1743), 
2 Atk. 587, 591. 

S Brownlie v. Campbell (1880), 5 App. Cas. 925, 937. 

) See Clayton v. Leech (1889), 41 Ch. D. 103, 0. A. ; Dehenham v. Bawlridge, 
[1901] 2 Ch. 98, 109. 

(5) Bingham y, Bingham {Vli.8), 1 Yes. Sen. 126; Belt's Sup. 79; see Cooper 
v. PhibU (1867), L. B. 2 H. L. 149, 164 ; Jones v. Clifford (1876), 3 Ch. B. 779, 
791 ; but see BUwart v. Stewart (1839], 6 CL A Fin. 911, 968, H. L. 

(c) Story, s. 78. As to cases of accident recognised at law, see 8 Bl. Com. 431# 
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terms of the indemnity to be given by the plaintiff could be satis- 
factorily settled, and that all parties liable, whether as principals 
or sareties, could be brought before the court and their rights and 

liabilities adjusted (d). , . , . . i 

In the case of instruments under hand, profert was not neces- 
sary ^ but where the instrument was lost, equity exercised juris- 
diction, since it had the means of requiring an indemnity (e) ; and in 
the case of a lost negotiable instrument there was the further 
reason that no remedy at law was available (/)• In the case of 
the destruction of the instrument the legal remedy^ was avail- 
able, and, since an indemnity was not required, equity declined 
jurisdiction (V/). 

28. As regards lost or destroyed title deeds equitable remedies 
were available as follows : — (1) Where the plaintiff was out of 
possession, and could show that deeds had been destroyed or were 
concealed by the defendant, he was put in possession until the 
defendant produced the deeds (h) ; (2) where the plaintiff was in 
possession, but feared future attacks on his title, he might obtain a 
decree establishing his possession (i) ; (8) and, generally, he might 
sue in equity if there were independent equities calling for the action 
of the court 

East India Co, v. Uoddam (1804), 9 Ves. 464. The requiromont of profort 
WU8 at length dispensed with at law {Read v. Broohman (1789), 3 Term Eep. lol), 
a change which was not favourably regai*ded in equity, since the procedure in 
equity was more suitable for such cases {Ex jKirte Oreenway (1802), 6 Ves. 812) ; 
but it did not take away the jurisdiction in equity {AtkhiBon v. Leonard (1791), 3 
Bro. 0. 0. 218 ; Tonlmin v. Brice (1800), 5 Ves. 235, 239 ; Bromley v. Holland 
(1802), 7 Ves. 3, 19 ; Kemp v. iVyor (1802), 7 Ves. 237, 2-19). 

(c) WalmeUy v. Child (1749), 1 Ves. Sen. 341. In all cases of a claim in 
equity for relief on the ground of the loss or destruction of an instrument the 
plaintiff had to annex to his bill an affidavit of such loss or destruction in order 
to found the jurisdiction ; but this was not necessary if he came for discovery 
only, and not for substantial relief (ihid.) ; compare Whitfield v. Famset (1760), 
1 Ves. Sen, 387, 392 ; Belt’s Sup. 163. 

(/) In MoBBop v. Eadon (1810), 16 Ves. 430, where no indemnity was necessary, 
relief was refused in equity, since it was supposed that an action on the instru- 
ment, half of which was lost, would lie at law (see Olynn v. Bank of England 
(1750), 2 Ves. Sen. 38). In Hansard v. Itobinson (1827), 7 B. & C. 90, however, it 
was held that an action at law would not lie, because the plaintiff was not in a 

S osition to deliver up the instrument on payment (see Crotve v. Olay (1854), 9 
Hxch. 604). In consequence of this, equity assumed jurisdiction in the case of lost 
instruments on the ground of the failure of the remedy at law, and quite apart 
from the question of indemnity {Macartney t. Graham (1828), 2 Sim. 285). ^e 
decision in Hansard v. liobinsont Bupra^ was also based on the consideration that 
equity was the proper tribunal in the case of lost instruments, since it could 
require indemnity. By the Common Law Procedure Act, 1854 (17 & 18 Viet, 
c. 125), 8. 87, power to require this was conferred on the common law courts 
{King v. Zimmerman (1871), L. B. 6 0. P. 466; Bills of Exchange Act, 1882 
(45 & 46 Viet. c. 61), s. 70). In the case of a lost insurance policy the decree of 
the court directing payment is a sufficient indemnity to the office, and no 
indemnity from the payee can be required {England v. Tredegar {Lwd) (1866), 
L. B.. 1 Eq. 344). 

(y) v. MaideUme {Lord) (1855), 1 E. & J. 701. 

{n) R, V. Arundel (CemntesB) (1616), Hob. 109 ; Vniitjield v. Faussel (1750), 1 
Ves. Sen. 387, 392. 

P (1749), 1 Ves, Sen. 341 ; Daleton ▼. Coadsworih (1721), 1 

\i) Lkrmmr t. ForUiseuB (1744), 3 Atk. 124, 132. 



Part L— Equitable Jurisdiotion. 


87 


29 . Equity does not relieve against contracts which, owing to 
circumstances which might have dmu provided against, prove unex< 
pectedly burdensome to one of the parties. In such cases equity 
follows the law, and acts on the legal effect of the contract (k). And 
where the parties have arranged a certain mode — e.g. arbitration — 
for settling certain terms of a contract, and the mode fails, the court 
does not interfere to complete the terms, and make a contract in 
equity when there is none at law(Q. And there is no equitable 
relief in case of accidental omission to make a voluntary disposition 
of property — e.g., to make a will (m). But in certain cases equity 
relieves against the defective execution, though not against the non- 
execution, of a power (n) ; and an executor is not charged in equity 
with the accidental loss of assets (o). 

(vi.) Accoufd and Apportionment 

30. The facilities afforded by the Court of Chancery for taking 
accounts largely contributed to the extension of its jurisdiction. 
Where there was a liability to account, either by virtue of a legal 
relation, as guardian in socage, or of contract, as bailiff or 
receiver, an action of account lay at law( 2 >). But it was dilatory 
and troublesome and fell into disuse (g). Apart from this special 
form of action, matters of account arising on contract might be 
determined in an action of assumpsit for the balance due(r),1but 
this again was impracticable if the accounts were too complicated 
for a jury. In equitable matters the Court of Chancery took any 
necessary accounts («), and for the sake of affording a more 
adequate remedy it assumed a concurrent jurisdiction in common 
lawmakers (t). But where the claim was a legal one, the mere fact 


(/c) Thus, when demised buildings are destroy^ by fire, the rent is not 
suspended in equity (Xeec^ y. G/ieHham {IS21), 1 Sim. 146, 160), and a fixed 
coal-mining rent is payable notwithstanding deficiency in the coal {Metiers ▼. 
Devon8hire{Duke) (1862), 16 Beav, 262). 

(l) Gooth V. Jackson (1801), 6 Ves. 12, 34; Blundell v. Breitargh (1810), 17 
Ves. 232, 243. 

(m) Whitton v. Bussell (1739), 1 Atk. 448. 

(w) See title Powers. 

(o) Jones V. LewU (1761), 2 Ves. Sen. 240; Job v. Job (1877), 6 Oh. D. 662 ; 
and as to the personal representative being exonerated as regards matters done 
in the regular course ox business, see Glough v. Bond (1838), 3 My, & Or, 490, 
497. See also title Executors and Administbatobs. 

{p) Oo. Litt. 90 b, 172 a ; Devonshire's (Earl) Gase (1607), 11 Oo. Bep. 89 a; 
and see title Acxioir, Vol. L, p, 36. 

(^) Lee, Dictionary of Practice, 1826, p. 8 ; Bac. Abr. tit. ** Aocompt.*’ ** The 
wnt of account at common law did not exclude, but rather was superseded by, 
^6 junsdiction of the courts of equity on this subject ; because the proceeding 
in equity was found to be the more convenient mode of calling parties to an 
account— partly on account of the difficulty attending the process imder the old 
writ of account, but chiefly from the advantage of comTOlling the party to 
account upon oath, according to the practice of courts oi equity ” (A.-&. y. 
Dublin GorporcUion (1827), 1 Bli. (n. 8.) 312, H. L,, per Lord Bbdxsbalb, at 
p. 337). film Ex parte Bax (1761), 2 Yes. Sen. 388. 

(r) Tomkins y. WBlshear (1814), 6 Taunt. 431 ; 3 Wins. Saund. 127, n. (f). 

(a) See Storjr, s. 464. See the statement of the suitable jurisdic^n in 
account in the judgment of Lucdlbt, L.J., in London^ (JhaJtham and Dover EUsil. 
Co, y. South Eastern Bail, Co., [1892] 1 Oh. 120, 140, 0. A. 

(0 tarlisU Corporation y. WUson (1807), 13 Yes. 276, 278, 
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tan. 1. that an account was asked for did not justify the plaintiff in filing 
HatoK and a bill ; and, even though he had to come into equity for discove^, 
Extent of it did not follow that equity would also toke the account (w). If the 
K^idtable account was mutual, or was so complicated as to be unfit to be 
Jurisdic- submitted to a jury, then it was proper to file a bill in equity (v) ; 

5?^ but otherwise the plaintiff was confined to his remedy at law (to). 
And where an action involving an account had already been com- 
menced at law, it was not restrained at the instance of the defendant 
unless there were strong considerations of convenience in favour of 
taking the account in equity (a). An action was not withdrawn 
from a court of law merely because it might originally have been 
commenced in equity (6). 

Apportion- 31. The general rule of the common law was to refuse to 
•lent. recognise the possibility of apportionment, whether of contracts 

and payments under them, or of rent, interest, and annuities ; 
and in this respect equity followed the law, only venturing to differ 
on some minor points. A contract is usually indivisible ; and, on 
the one hand, payment under it is not due until the service which 
earns the payment has been entirely performed ; while, on the other 
hand, when a payment has been already made, a part of it cannot 
be recovered because the contract has not been wholly performed. 
And where there is no apportionment of such payments at law, 
there is none in equity (c). 

Interest. Interest accrued from day to day and was therefore apportion- 

able(d), but rents and annuities and other periodical payments 


(u) There was at one time a strong tendency to make the account in equity 
consequential on discovery (Barker v. Bade (1802), 6 Ves. 681, 688 ; Jd/et/ v. 
Whit$UihU Go, (1810), 17 Ves. 315, 324 ; Mackenzie v. Johnston (1819), 4 Madd. 
373); but this did not prevail V. //»7I (1848), 2 H. L. Cas. 28, 37, 42; 
Phillips V. Phillips (1852), 9 Hare, 471 ; compare Pearce v. Creewick (1843), 
2 Hare, 286, 293). In addition to the right of discovery there must have been 
some special reason of convenience in twng the account in equity (Shepard v. 
Brawn (1862), 4 Giff. 208). 

(v) 0^ Connor v. Spaight (1804), 1 Sch. & Lef. 305, 309 ; Taff Vale Bail, Co, v. 
Nixon (1847), 1 H. L. Cas. Ill; Phillips v. Phillips^ supra. To constitute 
mutual accounts there must be receipts and payments on both sides, not merely 
receipts and payments on one side, in which case it is a mere question of set-ou 
(Phillips y. Phi flips f supra), 

(uf) Foley y. Hill, supra; see Dinwiddie v. Bailey (1801), 6 Ves. 136; Coarte/ney 
(Lord) y, Oodschall (1804), 9 Ves. 473 ; Ambrose v. Dunmow Union (1846), 
9 Beav. 508; Phillips y, Phillips^ mipra; Smith y, heveaux (1863), 2De G. J. & 
Sm. 1, 0. A. ; Harrington y. Churchward (1860), 6 Jur. (n. b.) 676 ; Flockton y, 
Ptake (1864), 12 W. E. 562; Babbs y, Nugent (1865), 11 Jur. (n. 8.) 943. 

(a) Iforth Eastern Rail, Co, y, Martin (1848), 2 Pn. 758 ; see Martin y. Pawning 
(1869), 4 Oh. App. 356, 370. 

S South Eastern Rail, Co, v. Bngden (1850), 3 Mac. A G. 8. 

At one time it was considers that apprenticeship premiums could be 
apportioned, and a part recovered on the death of the master during the term 
(Uirsi y, Tolson (1850), 2 Mao. & G. 134) ; but there is no debt in sudi a case at 
law (TTAtficttp V. Hughes (1871), L. £. 6 0. P. 78), nor is there any debtin 
equity ( Ferns y, Carr (1885), 28 Ch. D. 409). The bankruptcy of the master was 
tMtM as a case of accident, and a part of tne premium was recoverable in equity 
(Hah V. WM (1786), 2 Bro. 0. 0. 78, 80; ExparU Sandhy (1745), 1 Atk. 149; 
see now Bankruptcy Act, 1883 (46 A 47 Viet c. 52), s. 41), 

(d) As to interest on mortgages, see Edwards v. Warwick (Countess) (1723), 
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were not apportionable at law («), and therefore not in eqaitj ; so 
that where a lessor, whose estate determined with his life, died 
between two rent days, his executors were not entitled to any rent, 
and since the lease was at an end the lessee was not bound to pay 
any(/); though if he held till next rent-day, and then paid the 
whole rent to the successor, the latter was bound in equity to 
account for a proportionate part to the lessor’s executors (g). And 
though annuities and dividends were not in general apportion- 
able (A), an exception was made in equity where they were given 
for the maintenance of an infant (t), or of a married woman living 
apart from her husband (y). At the present time rents, annuities, 
and other periodical payments are apportionable by statute (k). 

Bent, though not apportionable in respect of time, was in some 
cases apportionable at law in respect of estate, e.g., on the lawful 
eviction of the tenant from part of the land (1 ) ; and apparently an 
interference with enjoyment, without actual eviction, was a ground 
for apportionment in equity, as where a right of common was 
established on part of the land (?n). Bent service was apportionable 
upon a severance of the reversion, whether by act of the parties or 
of law («)• 

A rentcharge, on the other hand, though apportionable if part of 
the lands vested in the owner of the rentcharge by act of law, was 
not apportionable, but was extinguished at law, if part of the lands 
was purchased by the owner of the rentcharge (o). In equity, how- 
ever, the rentcharge was apportioned in this latter case as well (p). 


2 P. Wms. 171 ; Pearly v. Smith (1745), 3 Atk. 260; Wilson y. Harman (1755), 
2 Vos. Sen. 672 ; on bonds, Banner v. Lowe (1806), 13 Ves. 135. 

(e) Clun's Case (1613), 10 Go. Bep. 127 a, as to rents ; and as to annuities and 
other periodical payments, see cases cited in note to Ex parte Smyth (1818), 1 
Swan. 337. 

(/) Jenner v. Morgan (1717), 1 P. Wms. 392. Under the Distress for Rent 
Act, 1737 (11 Qeo. 2, c. 19), s. 15, the execators of the tenant for life were 
entitled to a proportion of the rent ; as to the equitable extension of the statute 
to tenants in tail, see Paget v. Gee (1753), Amb. 198; App. (F), p. 807 ; Vernon 
y. Vernon (1782), 2 Bro. 0. 0. 659} ; and as to leases of tithes, Bentham v. Alston 
(1690), 2 Vem. 204. 

(j 5 r) Paget v. Gee, supra, 

(A) Pearly y. Smith, supra; Sherrard y. Sherrard (1747), 3 Atk. 502. 

(i) Hay y. Palmer (1728), 2 P, Wms, 601; Sheppard v. Wilson (1845), 4 Hare, 
392, 395. 

if) Howell y. Hanforth (1775), 2 Wm. Bl. 1016; Anderson y. Dwyer (1804), 1 
Sen. & Lef. 301. 

(h) Apportionment Act, 1870 (33 & 34 Viet. o. 35). See title Eentoharqes 
AND Annuities. 

(/) Smith y. Matings (1607), Cro. Jac. 160. See title Landlord and 
Tenant. 

(m) Jew y. Thackwell (^1663), 3 Eep. Oh. 7, 11 ; 1 Oas. in Ch. 31 ; Freem. (on.) 
174 ; but a subsequent aiminution in the yalue of the premises was no ground 
for reducing the rent (Dackenfidd v. Whichcott (1674), 2 Gas. in Oh. 204). 

(n) Littleton's Tenures, s. 222 ; Go. Litt. 148 a; Collins and Harding^s Case 
(1597), 13 Co. Eep. 57 ; Salts y. Batterdfy (1910), 102 L. T. 730. 

(o) Co. Litt. 148 a. 

(p) Slater y. Buck (1730), Mos. 256 ; see Anon, y; Hawkes{\&J6), 1 Oas. in Ch. 
273 ; extinguishment of rights by acceptance of an estate was not allowed in 
equity {Elliot y. Hancock (1690), 2 Vem. 143); see title ElNXcnAROBS and 
Annuities. 
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(▼ii.) Cbn^rtMton (9). 

82. In matters of oontribntion eqaify exercised jurisdiction 
concurrent with that at law (r), but the procedure in equity was 
more convenient, chiefly because all parties liable to contribute 
could be brought before the court at once. This both avoided 
multiplicity of suits and enabled the mutual liabilities to be more 
completely adjusted (a). Contribution, though its extent may be 
modified by contract (t), is based not on contract, but on principles 
of natural justice (a). Payment by one person liable releases the 
others from the principal demand, and they are required to con* 
tribute as a return for this benefit. But the principle in this 
shape does not apply unless all the parties are liable to a common 
demand, and such liability, therefore, is a condition of contri- 
bution (6). As between the principal debtor liable under a bond 
and a surety, the surety, on paying the debt, becomes only a simple 
contract creditor of the principal (c), unless he procures an assign- 
ment of the bond (d). 


(viii.) Adminiatration (e). 

33. The Court of Chancery acquired jurisdiction in the ad- 
ministration of the estates of deceased persons in consequence of 
the defective remedies afforded in the common law and the 


fj) See title Ouakantbb. 

(r] In numerous cases contribution was recognised in early times at law, and 
after judgment against one party contribution was enforced against others by 
proooedings taken on the judgment, namely, by writ of audita querela or acire 
faciaa {Harherfa Caae (1584), 3 Co. ^p. 11 b ; Dering v. Witichehea {Earl) (1787), 
1 Cox, Eq. Cub. 318). Then it came to be enforced at law, as between co-sureties, 
in aaaumpait on the footing of implied contract, but this involved a separate 
judgment against each surety {Cowell v. Edwards (1800), 2 Bos. & P. 268 ; 
Cragthorne v. Swinburne (1807), 14 Ves. 160, 164 ; Wolmerahauaen v. Oullick, 

9 2 Ch. 614, 519; and see 1 Wms. Saund. 264 o, n. (e) ; Ee Snowdon^ Ex 
nouic/on (1881), 17 Ch. D. 44, C. A.). Actions for contribution between 
partners were also entertained at law, but this did not oust the jurisdiction in 
equity (Wright v. Hunter (1801), 5 Ves. 792). 

(a) Thus at law a co-surety who has paid the whole debt can recover from 
each of the others only an aliquot part accordinp: to the whole number of sureties, 
and if one is insolvent he has no further right against the rest {Cowell v. 
Edwards, aupra; Browne y. Zee (18271, 6 B. & C. 689, 697). But in equity he 
can make the solvent sureties contrioute rateably to the entire debt (Peter v. 
Etch (1629), 1 Rep, Ch. 19, [34] ; Hole v. Harrison (1676), 1 Cas. in Cn. 246 ; 
Hitvhman v. Steivart (1856), 3 I)i*ew. 271). And the latter rule now prevails 
{Lowe V. Dixon (1885), 16 Q. B. D. 455). Agfdu, at law the death of a surety 
puts an end to his liability to contribute, but in equity the liability can be 
enforced against his estate {Primrose v. Bromley (1739), 1 Atk. 89). 

(t) Swain y, TTa// (1641), 1 Rep. Ch. 80 [149]; Dering v. Winchelaea{Eart), 
supra ; Oraythome v. Swinburne, aupra, 

(a) Dering y, Win^dlaea {Earl), aupra; Stirling y, Forrester (1821), 3 Bli. 575, 
596, H. L. 

(6) Johnson v. Wild (1890), 44 Ch. D. 146, Hence there is no contribution 
where each surety undertakes a distinct part of the principal debt {Coope y 
Twynam (1823), Turn. & R. 426). 

(c) Vopis V. Middleton (1623), Turn. & R. 224. 

(a) Hodgson v. Shaw (1834), 3 ICy. & K. 183; and see Mercantile law 
Amendment Act, 1856 (19 A 20 Vkt, c. 97), s, 5. 

(e) See also title Executobs ahd Abxunistbatcbs. 
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ecclesiastical courts. A creditor could sue the personal representa- 
tive at law and recover judgment for bis debt; but he could not 
obtain discovery or an account of the assets, nor could these be 
made available for all the creditors in a due course of administra- 
tion ; and although the estate was to some extent under the control 
of the ecclesiastical court in which the will was proved or 
administration granted, yet a creditor could not contest the 
inventory exhibited by the personal representative (/), nor could 
he take advantage of a breach of the administrator’s bond (<7). 

Consequently it became the practice for the creditor to proceed in 
equity for discovery and an account of the assets, and equity, having 
possession of the cause for these purposes, in order to avoid 
multiplicity of actions gave substantial relief also and decreed 
payment of the debt (h). At first the creditor sued only for his own 
debt, and obtained a decree for an account of the assets come to the 
bands of the personal representative, and for payment of his debt 
in a due course of administration (t). Subsequently he sued on 
behalf of all the creditors, and the decree was for an account of 
debts and of assets, and for payment of the debts (k). Until decree 
he remained dominus litis, and could dismiss the bill ; and the 
executor, on paying his debt and costs, was entitled to have it 
dismissed ( 1 ). But after decree he could not deprive other persons 
of the benefit of the decree if they wished to prosecute it(m). • 

34. The intervention of equity was necessary also on behalf of 
legatees and next of kin. A legatee could sue at law for a specific 
legacy on the executor assenting to the bequest, since the assent 
vested the legal title in him, but he could not sue for a pecuniary 
legacy (n) ; and though he could sue in the ecclesiastical court, yet 

(/) Cahterhury {Archbishop) v. WiiU {1101), 1 Salk. 315; this was on the 
ground that his proi)eT remedy was at law. 

(y) The bond was intended for the benefit of the legatees and next of kin 
V. Pi>on (1753), Amb. 183 ; see Ashley v. Baillie (1751), 2 Ves. Sen. 368). 
A creditor who took an assi^ment of the bond trom tne ordinary would bo 
restrain^ in equity from suing on it, upon terms of the personal representative 
accounting, and of the bond being a security for costs at law and in equity 
{Thomas Y. CarUerhury {Archbishop) (1787), 1 Cox, Eq. Cas. 399, explaining 
Greerside v. Benson (1745), 3 Atk. 248 ; and see DoHon v. Bcnjutll (1852). 2 
DeG. M. & G. 1,21, C.A.). ^ ^ 

(/*) Morrkev. Bank of England (MOb), 3 P. Wms. 402, n. ; (1736) 3 Swan. 
573 ; (1737) 2 Bro. Pari. Cas, 465 ; Barker v. Dumeres (1740), Barn. (CH.) 277 ; 
see Alexander v. Alexander (1669), 2 Bep. Ch. 20, [37 J. Moreover, at law the 
creditor reached only legal assets {Cux*s {Sir Charles) Creditors' Case G734). 3 
P. Wms. 341 ; p. 34, post), 

(0 A.-G. V. CorrUhwaUe (1788), 2 Cox, Eq. Cas. 44 ; in such administration 
all debts of a higher or equal nature might be paid by the executor, and were 
allowed to hini m his discnarge (see Anon. (1747), 3 Atk. 572). 

(^*) Legislative sanction was mven to administration decrees as to personal 
estate, and facility conferred for obtaining them, by the Court of Chancery 
Procedure Act, 1852 (15 & 16 Viet. c. 86) (now repealed), and since then the 
achon has ceased to m brought on behalf of all creditors, unless real estate also 
is involved {Be Oreaves, deceased, Bray v. Tofield (1881), 18 Ch. D. 551,554 ; see 
Wooldridge v. Norris (1868), L. R. 6 Eq. 410, 414). 

{1) Pemberton v. Tppham (1838), 1 Beav. 316; Be Greaves, deceased, Bray v. 
7'ofield, supra, 

im) Handford v. Storie (1825), 2 Sim. & St. 196 ; see Be Alpha Co,, Ltd,, 
Ward v. Alpha Co,, Ltd., [1903] 1 Ch, 203. 

(») Decks V. Strutt (1794), 5 Term Rep. 690 ; see Brown v, EUon (1733), 3 
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the macliinery of that court was not adapted for securing a due 
distribution of the estate among the persons entitled. In particular, 
if there was an undisposed-of residue, the ecclesiastical court could 
not direct distribution amon^ the next of kin (o). Consequently the 
jurisdiction of equity in administration extended to the distribution 
of the estate among the persons beneficially entitled (p). At first a 
legatee could sue for his own legacy solely (q), but the proceedings 
came to be enlarged in their scope as in the case of a creditor’s 
action. If the executor admitted assets, the legatee continued to be 
entitled to a decree for payment (r). But otherwise an account of 
all the legacies was directed, with an order for payment rateably ( 3 ). 
The action involved an account of the personal estate, and also, 
since debts had priority over legacies, an account of debts, and 
hence a creditor could make his claim in the action (0. To o 
bill by a specific or pecuniary legatee neither the residuary legatees 
nor other legatees were necessary parties ; but on a bill by one of 
several residuary legatees all other persons interested in the 
residue, after satisfaction of creditors and specific and pecuniary 
legatees, had to be brought before the court (a). Until decree other 
legatees or creditors could take proceedings in equity (h). 

35. The jurisdiction of equity in administration being con- 
current with that at law and in the ecclesiastical courts, simultaneous 
proceedings in these different courts had to be prevented. After 
the filing of a bill in equity a legatee was restrained from proceeding 
in the ecclesiastical court (c), and thus the Court of Chancery 
acquired exclusive control of the administration so far as legatees 
were concerned. Actions by creditors at common law were not 
restrained until there was a decree for general administration, and 
till such decree a creditor was entitled to proceed to judgment, and 
so obtain priority. As regards priority a decree in equity was 


P. Wms. 202. But after executors hal preseated an account showing money 
to bo in their hands on behalf of the legatee, they were liable to be sued at 
law (Topham v. Morecraft (1858), 8 E. & B. 972 ; see Harding v. Harding (1886), 
17 Q. B. D. 442). 

{ 0 ) Unless the will showed an intention that the executors should take the 
undis^ed-of residue beneficially, they were trustees for the next of kin, but the 
ecclesiastial court could not enforce the execution of a trust (Farrington y. 
KnighUy (1721), 1 P. Wms. 544, 549. 560, n. (1) ). 

(p) In Adair y, Shaw (1803), 1 Son. & Let 243, 262, liord Bedesdalb, L.O., 
based the whole jurisdiction of equity in administration on the duty of the 
court to enforce the execution of trusts ; but this was incorrect The duties of 
a personal represontative are to a large extent legal duties, and eqirity recognises 
this in requiring legal assets to be distributed in accordance with Wal rules. 
The jurisdiction of equity was base! on the superior advantages amirded by 
discovery, by the taking of accounts, and by the adjudication on the claims of 
creditors and benefioianes in one action. 

(g) Haycock v. Haycock (1682), 2 Gas. in Oh. 124. 

M Boys V, Ford (1819), 4 Madd. 40. 

(•) hCtford on Pleadings, 4th ed., p. 168, 
m See Sims v. (1817), 3 Mer. 458. 
fa) Mitford on Pleadings, p. 168, n. (p). 

(5) Hansford v. Storio (1825), 2 Sim. ft St 196, 198; Marlin v. Martin 
(1749), 1 Ves. Sen. 211. 

(1745), 1 Dick. 98 ; Smith v. Kempson (1790), 2 
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equivalent to a judgment at law; and consequently a creditor Bisot. i. 
suing for himself alone gained priority by the decree over a subse* Nature and 
quent judgment creditor ((f), provided the decree was for an ascer- Extent of 
tained sum, and not merely for an account with consequential Eadtable 
direction for payment («). Jtmsdio- 

But where a general decree for administration was made, this ^2^' 
operated as a judgment in favour of all the creditors who came in 
under it (/), and creditors were restrained from proceeding at law 
after such a decree (g ) ; though, to prevent abuse in consequence of 
a decree being obtained by a friendly creditor, the executor, as a 
condition of the injunction, was required to make an affidavit of 
assets {h). A creditor, who had obtained judgment at law before 
the decree for administration, was primd facie entitled to levy 
execution, either on the goods of the testator if the judgment was 
de bonis testatoris^ or on the goods of the executor as well if it was also 
de bonis propriis. But in the former case the execution would be 
restrained, the creditor being at the same time allowed his legal 
priority as against the assets (t) ; in the latter case it seems that 
the execution against the assets of the testator would not be 
restrained, since this would prejudice the recourse to the goods of 
the executor (A;). 

36. Formerly there was a difference between the rules of Legal and 
common law and equity with regard to the order of payment of equitable 
debts. At common law specialty debts had priority over simple 
contract debts ; in equity both were payable pari passu (1). And this 
difference gave importance to the distinction between legal and 
equitable assets. Legal assets were subject to the common law rule 
both when they were being dealt with at common law and in equity, 
since, as to them, equity followed the law(m). Equitable assets 


(d) Morrice v. Bank of England 3 Swan. 673, 676 d sea, 

(c) Perry t. Fhelips (1801), 10 Yes. 34, 

(/) P(^Um V. Douglas (1803), 8 Yes. 620. 

Q) This was necessary, since the decree was not recognised at law {Paxtm v. 
Douglas, supra), and was justified on the ground that, since the court had taken 
the administration into its own hands, the executor must be protected in obey- 
ing the decree (JSTcnyon v. Worthington (1786), 2 Dick. 668 ; Brooks v. Reynolds 
(1782), 1 Bro. C. 0. 183; see Martin v. Martin (1749), 1 Yea Sen. 211 ; Qoate 
V. Fryer (1789), 3 Bro. 0. 0. 23). 

(A) Paxton v, Douglas, supra; Oilpin v. Southampton (Lady) (1812), 18 Yes. 
469. 

(t) Clarke y. Ormonde (Earl) (1821), Jac. 108, 124 (though see Lee v. Park 
(1836), 1 Keen, 714, 721) ; and the creditor was entitled to the fruits of an execu- 
uon levied and in Ihe hands of the sheriil before decree (Re Skiggs, Marriage v. 
S%^«(1839). 4 Dea. &J.4, C.A.). 

(A) Lee v. Park (1836), 1 Keen, 714; Drewryy, Thacker (1819), 3 Swan. 629; 
Loray, Worndeighton (1821), Jac. 118; see Womersley, Etheridgey, Womersley 
(1886), 29 Ch. D. 667, 669. Where judgment has not been obtained, see 
Stubbs' Estate, Hanson y, Stubbs (1878), 8 Ch. D. 164. 

( l ) See Cox's (Sir Charles) Crvditors' Case (1734), 3 P. Wins. 341 ; Turner t. 
Turner (1819), 1 Jac. & W. 39, 45. “ A debt without specialty is as much as a 
debt jure nafara/t, and in conscience as a debt by spwialty, and therefore shall 
have an equality with debts by specialty where conscience is the judge " (llioum 
V. n^^Aam (1675), 1 Cas. in Ch. 248). 

(m) But if a sped^ty creditor had been partly paid out of legal assets, ho was 
not allowed to participate in equitable assets until the other creditors liad 
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fttox* !• were dealt with only in equity, and were subject to the equitable 
Mature and rule. 

Extent of The distinction between legal and equitable assets referred to the 
Equitable remedies of the creditor, and not to the nature of the property. 
JmtediC' Assets which the creditor could make available for the satisfaction 
of his debt in an action at law were legal assets (n). These included 
all assets which an executor could recover virtute officii, notwith- 
standing that the executor might have to sue for them in equity, 
since at law the creditor could charge the executor with all such 
assets (o). Assets which a creditor could only reach by a suit in 
equity were equitable assets; of this nature were the proceeds of 
sale of land devised on trust for, or charged with, payment of the 
testator’s debts (p). 

Land 01 Before 1833, unless land was made liable by the testator for 

payment of his debts, it did not constitute assets available for 
de^ creditors generally, though it was liable in the hands of the heir 
or devisee to specialty debts by which the heirs were bound (q). By 


received a like proportion (Morrice v. Bank of England (1736), Cas. temp. Talb. 
217, 220 ; Wride v. Clarke (1766), 1 Dick. 382). 

(w) Cook V. Oregaon (1B56), 3 I)i-ew. 547, 549. 

(o) See Wilaon v. Fielding (1718), 2 Vern. 7C3; Co£a (Sir Charles) Creditors' 
Case (1734), 3 P. Wins. 341 ; A.-O. v, Brunning (1860), 8 H. L. Cas. 243, 258, 259. 

( j)) Silk V. Prime (1768), cited 1 Bro. 0. 0. 138, n. ; Fol'ij'a Case (1679), Freem. 
(cn.) 49. It was at one time a question whether a devise to executors, or a 
power for them, to sell for payment of debts made the proceeds legal or equit- 
able assets. At first they were treated as legal assets, since the proceeds came 
to the hands of the executors {Blotch v. Wilder (1738), West temp. Hard. 322) ; 
later a devise to executors made the land equitable assets, since the executors 
were treated, for the purpose of the devise, os trustees {Silk v. Primes aupra)^ 
and ttppaiontly a mere power for them to sell also made the land equitable 
assets {Neudony. Bennet (1^782), 1 Bro. C. 0. 135; Barker v. Boucher (1784), 1 
Bro, 0. C. 140, n. (4) ), There was also an opinion that land was not made 
equitable assets unless the descent was broken, so that land charged with debts 
in the hands of the heir was legal assets, but this was overmled {Bailey v. 
Kkina (1802), 7 Ves, 319; Shiphard v. Lutwidge (1802), 8 Ves. 26; Clay v. 
Willis (1823), 1 B. & C. 364 ; Barker v. May (1829), 9 B. & 0. 489). As to the 
whole subject see note to Blatch v. Wilder, supra. 

Separate estate of a mairied woman was from its nature equitable assets, 
since it was not recognised at law (.4now. (1811), 18 Ves. 258 ; lie Poole's Estate, 
Thompson v. Benndt (1877), 6 Ch. D. 739); see Owens y. Dickenson (1840), 
Or. Ph. 48, 54. It appears to have been formerly considered that personal 
property, subject to a general power of appointment by will, became on 
appointment equitable assets, the appointee being treated as a trustee for the 
creditors {Jenney y. Andrews (1822), Madd. & G. 264 ; Pardo v. Bingham (1868), 
L. E. 6 Eq. 485) ; see Townshend {Lord) v. Windham (1750), 2 Ves, Sen, 1, 11. 
But such property is assets for payment of debts in the hands of the executor, and 
is, consequently, legal assets {lie Hadley, Johnson v. Hadley, [1909] 1 Ch. 20, 0. A., 
per Cozens-Hxrby, M.E., at p. 32; />er Farweli., L.J., atjp. 36); see Bey/us 
V. Lawley, [1903] A. 0. 411). Under the Administration of Estates Act, 1833 
(3 & 4 Will 4, 0 . 104), real estate, subject to a general power of appointment 
by will, became, like real estate of the testator, assets for payment of his debts 
{Fleming v, Buchanan (1853). 3 De O. M. & G. 976, C. A.). 

{q) Stat. (1691) 3 Will. & Mar. o. 14, repealed and re-enacted in altered form 
by tne Debts Eecovery Act. 1830 (11 Geo. 4 & 1 Will. 4, c. 47). A devise in 
trust for payment of debts took the land out of these statute and made it 
equitable assets {Sinckman y. Timbrell (1837), 8 Sim. 253 ; Bailey v. Ekins, 
supra). In proofings at law to oha^ the lands in the hands of a devisee 
the heir was a necessary party, and, since proceedings in equity for the same 
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the Administration of Estates Act, 1888, it was made liable, in pro* 
in a court of equity, to specialty and simple contract debts 
generally, but the priority of specialty debts by which the heirs 
vere bound was preserved (r). The effect was that land became 
assets to be dealt with in a court of equity in accordance with the 
statute (s), but if it had been made liable to debts by the will of the 
testator, it continued to be equitable assets apart from the statute {t). 
By the Administration of Estates Act, 1869 (u), specialty debts of 
all kinds and simple contract debts were put on the same footing 
for the purpose of administration, and the distinction between 
legal and equitable assets lost most of its importance. 

37. A judgment obtained against a testator ranks before 

specialty and simple contract debts, and the executor cannot, as 
against a judgment creditor, discharge himself by showing payment 
of debts of an inferior nature. Originally this was so whether the 
executor had actual notice of the judgment or not, since he was 
presumed to have notice ; and decrees in equity had the like priority, 
regardless also of actual notice (a). Then under successive statutes 
ending with the Law of Property Amendment Act, 1860 (6), judg- 
ments at law and decrees in equity had no priority unless they were 
registered (c). The repeal of the relevant sections of this Act has 
perhaps had the effect of reviving the priority of unregistered 
judgments (d). * 

38. Formerly a judgment obtained against the executor gave 
the judgment creditor priority in his own class — that is, a judgment 
specialty creditor had priority as regards legal assets over other 
specialty creditors; and similarly for simple contract creditors. 
And a decree in equity for payment of an ascertained sum had a 
like effect (e), while a decree for general administration prevented 
any further priority from being gained. To obtain priority it was 
not necessary for the judgment or decree to be registered (/). The 
effect of placing specialty and simple contract debts on the same 
footing has been to give judgment creditors of either class priority 


purpose followed the analogy of the statute, he was a necessary party there also 
{Qawler v. Wadt (1707), 1 P. Wms. 99). 

(r) 3 & 4 Will. 4, c. 104 (Sir John Romilly’s Act). There is no charge of 
debts on real estate under this statute till judgment for administration of the 
real estate has been obtained {Re Moon, Ilolmei t, Holmee, [19071 2 Ch. 304). 

(si Re TUidge, Davidson v. lUidge (1884), 27 Ch. D. 478, 484, (5. A. 

(f) The Act is expressly confined to real estate which the t^tator had not by 
will charged with, or devised subject to, the payment of his debts (see Ball 
Uarrii (1839), 4 My. & Or. 264). Compare Turner y. Cox (1853), 8 Moo. 
P. 0. C. 288. 

(tt) 32 & 33 Viet. c. 46, known as HInde Palmer's Act. 

(a) Searle v. Lane (1688), 2 Vem. 88. 

{b) 23 & 24 Viet. c. 38, ss. 3, 6, repealed by the Land Charges Act, 1900 
^ & 64 Viet. c. 261, which transferred the registry of j udgments to the Land 
Registry Office, ana made an order of the Court necessary for entries in the 
register. 

Tc) See Van Oheluioe v. Nerinckx (1882), 21 Oh. D. 189. 

(a) See Land (^rges Act, 1900 (63 & 64 Viet. c. 26), ss. 2 (3), 5 ; and compare 
Fuller V. Redman (No. 1) (1869), 26 Bear. 600. 

(e) Morrice v. Bank of England (1736), Cas. temp. Talb. 217. 
if) Jennings v. Rigby (1863), 33 Beay. 198. 
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over all other specialty and simple contract creditors alike (g ) ; save 
in the administration of an insolvent estate by the court, and then 
the judgment creditors have no priority (fc). 

39 . An executor has always been entitled to pay creditors of the 
same class in such order as he pleases, although there may not bo 
enough to pay all, and this is known as his right of preference (i). 
And now, under the Administration of Estates Act, 1869 (j), he 
can prefer a simple contract creditor to a specialty creditor (/c). 
If a creditor commenced an action at law against the executor, the 
right of preference was stopped as against him as soon as the 
executor had notice of the action; but it was not stopped by 
proceedings in equity until decree (f). Since the Judicature Acts 
the equitable rule has prevailed, and the right of preference 
continues until a creditor has obtained judgment either in the 
Chancery or King’s Bench Division (m). But a creditor who has 
been preferred as to part of his debt cannot receive anything 
further in an administration action until the other creditors have 
received the like proportion (n). 

40 . Similar to the right of preference is the executor’s right to 
retain out of the assets sufficient to satisfy a debt due to himself. 
It is a right of preferring himself, and has been also based on the 
imj) 0 S 8 ibility of his suing himself (o). It is exercisable only out of 
legal assets (p), and us against creditors of the same degree. The 
Administration of Eslates Act, 1869 (q), has not altered this rule. 
The entire assets are apportioned between the specialty and simple 
contract creditors, and the executor can retain bis debt out of the 
part apportioned to debts of the same nature. If he is a simple 
contract creditor be gains incidentally through the fund available 

(</) Jie Williams' Estate^ Williams v. Williams Tj. I(. 15 Eq. 270. 

(A) This is the result of s. 10 of the Judicature Act, 1875 (88 & 89 Viet, c, 77) 
(He Whitaker, Whitaker v. Palmer, [1901] 1 Ch. 9, 0. A.; M'Cuusland v. 
O* Callaghan, [1904] 1 I, R, 376, 0. A. (overruling iu effect ReMaggi, Winehouse 
T. HVwcAottse (1882), 20 Oh. D. 546)). 

(f) Lyitldon v. Cross (1824), 3 B. & C. 317, 322 ; see title Executors and 
Administators. 

(j) 32 & 33 Viot. 0 , 46; see p. So, ante, 

(k) Re Rohhins v. Alexander, [1906] 2 Ch. 584, 0. A., overruling Re 

Ilankey, Cunliffe Smith v. Hankey, [1899] 1 Ch. 641, and approving Re Orsmond, 
Drury v. (hsmmd (1887), 68 L. T. 24. Formerly a payment to a simple contract 
creditor was only ^od as against a specialty debt of which the executor had no 
notice (Hawkins v. Day (1763), Amb. 160). 

(f) Orford (Earl) v. Daston (1702), Colles, 229 ; MaUhy v. Russel (1826), 2 
Sim. & St. 227. 

(m) Re RadcHffe, deceased, European Assurance Society v. Radcliffe (1878), 
7 Ch. D. 733 ; Vihari v. Colee (1890), 24 a B. D. 361, C. A. 

(n) TFtVaon v. Paul (1836), 8 Sim. 63 ; Mitchdson v. Pij>er (1836), 8 Sim. 64. 

(o) The heir-at-law has no right of retainer out of process of real estate or 
rents for a simple contract debt, since he could not be sued for a debt of the 
same nature owing by the testator (Re Dlidge, Davideon v. Tllidge (1884), 27 
Ch. D. 478, C. A.) ; but he may retain in respect of specialty debts in which the 
heir is bound (Sdley v. Oower (1688), 2 Vem. 62 ; Lo&mes v. Stotherd (1823), 1 
Sim. & St 468), though not where the legal right to sue is in trustees 

ward, Tweedie v. Hayward, [1901] 1 Ch. 221); see title Executors and 
Administrators. 

(p) ^4 non. (1681), 2 Cas. in Ch. 46 ; see WalUts v. Walters (1881 ), 18 Ch. D. 182« 

(q) 32 A 33 Viot. 0 . 46. 
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for simple eontraot debts being thus inereased (r). The right of l* 

retainer is not stopped by an administration judgment and may be Nature and 
exercised against funds in court, if paid in by or on behalf of the 
executor (s). And it is exercisable as against a superior debt of 
which the executor has no notice (0* 

41. As regards the creditors all the assets of a deceased person 
are liable for the satisfaction of their debts in the manner above uMUty of 
stated, subject to payment in the first instance of funeral and assets as 
testamentary expenses out of the personal estate (a) ; but as regards ^jjfl^ariet, 
the persons beneficially entitled to the assets, certain assete are ^ 
liable before others, and the order of liability has been settled, 
in accordance with the presumed intention of the testator, as 
follows (a) : — (1) the residuary personal estate ; (2) real estate 
devised in trust for payment of debts ; (3) real estate descended ; 

(4) real estate devised and charged with payment of debts (b ) ; 

(5) general pecuniary legacies ; (6) specific legacies, and real estate 
devised specifically or by way of residue, and not charged with pay- 
ment of debts ; (7) real or personal estate expressly appointed under 
a general power of appointment (c). When the assets have not 
been applied in this order to the payment of debts, then the 
disappointed beneficiaries are entitled to have the assets marshalled, 

BO that the actual incidence of the debts shall be in accordance with 
the due priority of liability. Thus, where debts are charged on reh.1 
estate, but are in fact paid out of personalty, with the result that 
pecuniary legatees are disappointed, the legatees are entitled to 
Lave the assets marshalled so as to render the real estate charged 
with debts available for their legacies (d). 

Under the Land Transfer Act, 1897 (e), the whole real and 
personal estate is subject to administration by the personal repre- 
sentatives of the deceased, but the order in which real and personal 
assets respectively are applicable in or towards the payment of 
funeral and testamentary expenses, debts or legacies, or the liability 
of real estate to be charged with the payment of legacies, is not 
altered. Consequently the assets can be applied in the above 


(r) Wiiion v. CozweU (1883), 23 Ch. D. 764 ; approved in lie Jones, Calvert v. 
Laxton (1885), 31 Oh. D. 440 ; Be Jennes, Oetzes v. Jennea (1909), 53 Sul. Jo. 376. 

(«) ChiMum V. Dewes (1828), 5 Buss. 29 ; Langton v. Higgs (1832), 5 Sim. 228 ; 
Richmond v. White (1879), 12 Ch. D. 361 ; Pulman v. Meadows, [1901] 1 Ch. 2;i3 

(f) Re Fludyer, Wingfidd v. Erskine, [1898] 2 Ch. 562. 

In) See Re PtUfen, Parker v. Ptdlen, [1910] 1 Ch. 564. 

(а) See title Executors and AntfiNisTRAToas. 

(б) The efl'ect for this purpose of a charge of debts is preserved, notwith- 
standing that under the lAind Titinsfer Act, 1897 (60 & 61 Viet c. 65), s. 2 (3), 
th^char^ is no longer necessary {Re Kempstrr, KempsUr v. Kempsiter, [1906] 

(c) Fleming y. Buchanan (1853), 3 De G. M. A G. 976, 980 ; Bey/us y. Lawley^ 
[1903] A. C. 411. 

(d) Re Smokes, Parsons y. Miller (1892), 67 L. T. 223 ; Re Bali, Brothwood y« 
Riding, [1895] 2 Oh. 203 ; Re Roberts, Roberts v. Robetis, [1902] 2 Oh. 834 ; Re 
Rempster, Rempster y. Kempster, [1906] 1 Ch. 446 ; Re Bate, Bate y. Bate (1890), 
43 Ch. D. 600, confra, is oyermled ; see pp. 144, 145, fosi. And as to marshalling 
so as to throw estate duty in respect of specific l^Acaes on descended real estate^ 
see Re Pullen, Parker y. PuUm, supra* 

(e) 60 A 61 Viet. c. 65, s. 2 (3). 
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(ix.) Partnership (/\, 

42 . The Court of Chancery exercised jurisdiction in matters of 
partnership in consequence of the manifest superiority of the 
remedies which it could mve over those available at law. 

At law the only remedies open to a partner were an action of 
covenant or of aseumpBit for breach of the partnership agreement, 
and an action of account (g). The former remedies did not suitably 
provide for all the questions which might arise as between the 
partners inter Be, and as between the partners and their joint and 
separate creditors ; and the action of account was open to objections 
which made it an impracticable remedy (/i). 

In equity the special remedies and doctrines of the jurisdiction 
were and still are available in a variety of ways to adjust the rights 
and liabilities of partners. Although specific performance of an 
agreement to enter into partnership was not as a rule decreed, for 
the reason that a partnership could not be expected to be successful 
if it commenced in mutual distrust, dissatisfaction, or enmity (t), 
yet where the agreement was for a fixed term and had been already 
partly performed, and where it was necessary that the status of the 
p^^rtners should be determined, then the agreement would be specifi- 
cally enforced {j). When a partnership had been established, dis- 
covery might be wanted to prove the fact of partnership, or to 
procure information of the partnership transactions. If there were 
reasons which prevented the effective carrying on of the partnership, 
there was jurisdiction in equity to order a dissolution although the 
stipulated period had not expired {k). Where a dissolution had 
occurred, the procedure in equity allowed of the partnership accounts 
being taken, and this might be done, if necessary, even without a 
dissolution (Z). Both during the partnership and after its dissolu- 
tion, the appointment of a receiver, or a receiver and manager, 
might be expedient (m), or it might be proper to restrain one of the 
partners by injunction from acting in violation of the partnership 
contract, or contrary to the interests of the other partners (n). 

And the interference of equity was necessary when questions arose 


i f) See title Partnership. 

g) As to the action of account between partners, see Oo. Litt. 172 a. 
h) See p. 27, ante, 

0 Story, s. 6G6. 

j) Buwtonv. Lister {lUd), 3 Atk. 383; Orawshay v. MaaU (1818), 1 Swan. 
495, 509, n. (a) ; England v. Curling (1844), 8 Beav. 129 ; Scott v. Rayment 
(1868),L.B.7Eq. 112. ^ 

[k) WaUrs v. Taylor (1813), 2 Ves. & B. 299 ; Anon. (1856), 2 K & J. 441, 
447 ; Jones v. Lloyd f 1874), I*. R. 18 Eq. 265, 274. 

(/) Lord Eldon refused an account unless a dissolution was prayed (Forman 
y, Hom/ray (1813), 2 Ves. A B. 329 ; see per Shadwell, V.-O., in Loscomhe v. 
Russdl (1830), 4 Sim, 8 ; contra, per Leach, V.-O., in Harrison y, Armitage 
(1819), 4 Madd. 143 ; per Lord Oottenham in Wallworth y. Holt (1841), 4 
Hv. tt Or. 619, 635 — ^9). As to the cases in which an account wHl now be 
ordered without a dissolution, see title Paetnebship. 

(m) See title Beoeiyerb. 

(n) See title Injukotiok. 
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between partners and their ereditors. A judgment oreditor of one 
partner could take in execution, not his share in the partnership 
chattels, but only his interest after the accounts had been taken 
and the partnership liabilities provided for (p), and this could only 
be effectively done in equity. Equitable doctrines, moreover — e.g., 
the doctrine of marshalling — were required to give joint creditors a 
preference against the joint assets, and separate creditors against 
the separate assets (p) ; and in equity a joint covenant by partners 
was treated as several on the death of a partner, so that the covenantee 
could recover against his estate (q). In addition, real estate of the 
partnership, which was vested in one of the partners, or in the 
partners jointly, was treated as partnership assets, and the bene- 
ficial interest of the partners devolved as personalty (r). These 
were some of the reasons which gave equity a concurrent, and in 
practice almost an exclusive, jurisdiction in partnership matters (s); 
and which led to the assignment of such matters to the Chancery 
Division of the High Court. 

(x.) Determination of Boundaries, 

43. The Court of Chancery exercised from early times a 
jurisdiction to determine boundaries where the lands of adjoining 
proprietors had become confused, and where there was also some 
special reason for the assistance of equity (a). To give jurisdiction 
the plaintiff must have shown, either by the defendant's admission 
or by evidence^ that he had a clear legal title to some part of the 
land the boundaries of which were said to be confused (6), and 
further that the defendant was in possession of part of the land(c). 


(o) Waters v, Taylor (1813), 2 Ves. & B. 299, 301 ; Re Wait (1820), 1 Jac. & W. 
605, 608; see West v. Skip (1749\ 1 Ves. Sen. 239; Dutton y, Morrison (1810), 
17 Ves. 193, 206 ; Ilabershon v. Blurion (1847), 1 De G. & 8m. 121. 
ip) Twiss V. Massfy (1737), 1 Atk. 67 ; DuiUm v. MorritoUj snpra^ at p. 209, 

} .'IUIAX V KOA - T\ __ IT 


2 


i 


7) Devaynes v. Noble (1816), 1 Mer, 530, 539; Devaynes v. Vo5/«*(1831), 
"",U88. & M. 495; Wilkinson v. Henderson (1833), 1 My. & K. 582; Thorpe 


V. Jackson (1837), 2 Y. & 0. (EX. 
403, 407, 0. A., affirmed (18^‘ 
DaviSf Nordm v. McRae (1883‘ 


EX.) I 
i).25 


553; Kendall r. Hamilton (1878), 3 0. P. D. 
4 App. Gas. 604, 517; Re McRaSt Forster v. 
Ch. D. 16, 19, 0. A.; Re Hodgson^ Beckett y, 
RamsdaU (1885), 31 Oh. t). 177, 0. A.; Re Doetsch, Matheson v. Ludwig ^ [1896] 
2 Ch. 836, 839 ; see Ex parte Kendall (1811), 17 Ves. 514. 

(r) Lake y, Craddock (1732), 3 P. Wms, 158; Jackson y. Jackson (1804), 9 
Ves. 591, 597, citing Elluit v. Brown (1791), unreported ; Houghton v. Houghton 
n84l), 11 Sim. 491; Davies y, Gaines (1879), 12 Ch. B. 813. But as to the 
limits of this application of the doctrine of conversion, see Randall v. Randall 
(1835), 7 Sim. 271 ; Partnership Act, 1890 (53 & 54 Viet. c. 39), s. 20 (3) ; Davis 
V. Davis, [1894] 1 Ch. 393. 

(s) Story, 8. 683. 

(a) See title Bouedahies and Fences, Vol. m., pp. 116 seg., and the 
following cases;— v. Spyer (1631), Nels. 14; LethieuUier v. 
main (Lord) (1726), Dick. 46; Darlington {Earl) y. Bowes (1759), 1 Eden, 
270; Lascelles v. Butt (1876), 2 Oh. D. 588; A.-G. v. FuUertun (1813), 2 Ves. & 
B. 263; Aston y, Exeter (Lord) (1801), 6 Ves. 288; Leeds {Duke) y, Strafftnrd 
{Earl) (1798), 4 Ves. 180; 8t, Luke*s, Old Street y. St. Leonards, Shoreditch 
(1779), 1 Bro. 0. C. 40. 

(5) Qod/rey v. Littel (1831), 2 Russ. & M. 630. 

(e) A.-G. V. Stephens (1855), 6 Be G. M. A G. Ill, 149. Bee Basingstoke 
Corporatwn v. Bolton (Lord)(l852), 1 Brew 270, 289; (1854) 3 Btew« 50, 63: 
Hicks y. Hastings (1857), 3 K. & J. 701. 
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(zL) Partition (d). 

44. The Court of Chancery aesumed from early times a 
concurrent jurisdiction in partition (e). This was due partly to the 
inadequacy, and partly to the inconvenience, of the remedy at 
law (/). The writ of partition at law was originally only available 
for parceners (g), and though it was made available for joint 
tenants and tenants in common of estates of inheritance by 81 
Hen. 8, c. 1, and for joint tenants and tenants in common for lives 
or years by 82 Hen. 8, c. 82, s. 1 (h), the extension of the remedy 
did not meet the objection that the remedy itself was difficult to 
apply. Accordingly the jurisdiction of the court was based not 
upon any equity, but upon the principle of convenience (i) — 
upon the extreme difficulty attending the process of partition at 
law (k). 

The superiority of equity was shown in the facility for making 
inquiry into the titles of the persons interested (1) and for ascer- 
taining the value of the different properties (a) ; in the power of 
awarding a sum to be paid for owelty of partition (b) ; and in the power 


((2) See title Pahtitiok. As a rule a sale is now directed in lieu of partition 
under the Partition Acts, 1868 (31 & 32 Yict c. 40) and 1876 (39 & 40 Yict 
0. 17). 

(e) Co. Litt. 169 a, Hargrave’s note, referring to Speke v. Walrond (1698), 
Toth. 155 ; this learned writer seems to have regarded the jurisdiction as a 
usurpation ; see 1 Fonblanque, Treatise of Equity, 6th ed., Yol. I., p. 9 ; Story, 
Bs. 646, 647. 

(/) See Mitford on Pleadings, p. 120. 

(f/) Littleton’s Tenures, s. 264. 

(h) Baring v. Na$h (1813), 1 Yes. A B. 651; 555 ; Miller v. Warmington (1820), 
1 Jao. A W. 484, 493. 

(i) Calmady v. Calmady (1795), 2 Yes. 668, 670 ; Strickland v. Strickland 
(1842), 6 Beav. 77, 81. 

(k) Agar v. Fairfax^ Agar^. Holdeworth (1811), 17 Yes. 633, per LordElJ)ON, 
L.C., at p. 662 ; Manatoti v. Squire (1677), Freem. (CH.) 26. But the Court of 
Chanoory had no jurisdiction to deciee partition of copyholds {Horncastle v. 
Charleeworth (1840), 11 Sim. 316), or customary freeholds iJope v. Morshead 
(1843), 6 Beav. 213), till jurisdiction was ezpre^y conferred by the Copyhold 
Act, 1841 (4 A 6 Yict. c, 35), s. 85 (now repealed, and re>enacted by the Copy- 
hold Act, 1894 (67 A 68 Yict. c. 46), s. 87). As to leaseholds, see Baring v. 
Faah (1813), 1 Yes. A. B. 661. The writ of partition was abolished by the Heal 
Property Limitation Act, 1833 (3 A 4 'Will. 4, c. 27), s. 36; and from that 
time equity had technical^, as before it had practically, exclusive jurisdiction 
in partition (see Leigh v. Dickeson (1884), 16 Q. B. D. 60, 65, C. A.; May/air 
Property Co, v. JohneUm^ [1894] 1 Ch. 608, 613). An attempt had been made 
by stat, (1696) 8 A 9 Will 3, c. 31 (now repeal^), to remove some of the diffi- 
culties at law ; see as to the operation of this statute in equity, Story v. Johnson 
(1837), 2 y. A C. (EX.) 686, 605. 

(f) Agar v. Fairfax^ Agar v. ffoldsworih, supra. It is the dutv of the court 
to ascertain the proportions and rights of the parties, and when that is done the 
duty of the commissioners begins, to make the division in those ascertained 
proportions {ibid.^ per Qrant, M.B., at p. 643). A tenant for life might represent 
unborn remaindermen {Qashell v. Oasktll (1836), 6 Sim. 643). The plaintiff had 
to show a title to his share before he could get a decree for partition (Jope v. 
Morshead (1843), 6 ]^av. 218). 

(а) Calmady v. Calmady, supra. 

(б) This could not be done at law, nnce the exigency of the judgment required 
that the lands should be divided by the sheriff accoraing to the oath of ^elve 
men of the bailiwick (Littleton’s Tenures, a. 248) ; and m equity it had to be 
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to direct conveyances (c). Originally the practice was to ascertain 
the interests and then issue a commission. Subsequently the Nature and 
commission was usually dispensed with to save expense and the 
partition made in chambers (d). t 

Partition was a matter of right, however difl&cult the actual 

partition might be (e), but it was not necessary to divide each 

separate property. The several properties included in the joint 
ownership might be assigned in their entirety among the co- 
owners (/) ; and in making the division regard might be paid to the 
circumstances of the owners and of the properties, so as to secure 
to each owner the greatest convenience and advantage (g). In 
partition, moreover, an account of rents and profits may be decreed 
against a co-owner who has been in possession of the whole or 
of more than his share (k), but who, on the other hand, may be 
entitled to a lien for money expended on improvements (i). 

(xii.) Votver (Ip). 

45. In dower the Court of Chancery exercised a jurisdiction Dower, 
concurrent with that at law. This was based upon the difficulties 
which the widow might encounter if she was left to her remedy at 
law. She required discovery of the lands in the possession of the 
heir, and valuation of the different parts ; and there might be legal 
imp^iments to her recovery of dower at law — such as the existence 


done by the court, not by the commission (Mole v. Mauefidd (1845), 15 Sim. 41 ; 
see Lieter v. Lieter (1839), 3 Y. & 0. (EX.) 540, 545). 

U) Whaley v. Dawson (1805), 2 och. & I^f. 367, 371 ; see Anm. (1742), 
3 Swan. 139, n. This was said in MUler v. Warmington (1820), 1 Jac. & W. 
484, 493, to ^ a reason for requiring the legfd title to be before the court; but 
apparently the court would proceed on an equitable title in the plaintiff, on the 
ground that otherwise he would be without remedy (Cartvjright v. Vultney 
(1742), 2 Atk. 380) ; and an outstanding legal title affecting the whole estate, 
as that of a mortgagee (Swan v. Swan (1819), 8 Price, 518 ; Waite v. Dingley 
(1882), 21 Gh. D. 674), need not be before the court, though the entire estate in 
a particular share should be (Cornish v. Oest (1788), 2 Coz, £q. Gas. 27). 

(d) Greenwood v. Percy (1859), 26 Bear. 572 ; Clarke y. Clayton (1860), 2 
Qiff. 333. 

(s) Parker v. Gerrard (17^, Amb. 236 ; Warner v. Baynes (1750), Amb. 589 ; 
Turner v, Morgan (1803), 8 Ves. 143 ; Mayfair Property Co, v. Johnston^ [1894] 
1 Oh. 508. 

(/) Clarendon (Earl) v. Homhy (1718), 1 P. Wms. 446: Story y, Johnson 
(1837), 2 Y. & G. (bx.) 586, 611. 

(a) Story v. Johnson (1835), 1 Y. & G. (ex.) 538 ; (1837) 2 t5id., 586; Lister 
y. Lister (1839), 3 Y. &G. (bx.) 540 ; Canning v. Canning (18541, 2 Drew. 434, 
436. If there was nothing to guide the commissioners, as a last resort they 
might draw lots (ihid.). 

(h) Larimer v. Lorimer (1820), 5 Madd. 363 ; HiB y, Fulhrook (1822), Jac. 
574; Hill y, Hickin^ [1897] 2 Gh. 579, 581. But a tenant in common in occupa^ 
tion of the entirety is not chargeable with an occupation rent (M* Mahan v. 
BurcheU (1846), 5 Hare, 322 ; 2 Ph. 127) ; unless he has excluded the others 
(Pascoe V. Swan (1859), 27 Beav. 508 ; see Porter v. Lopes (1877), 7 Oh. D. 358). 

(«) Swan V. Stvan, supra ; Hill v. Hickin, supra ; Leigh y. DieJ^son 
(188^, 15 Q. B. D. 60, 0. A. ; sea Be Leslie, Leslie v. French (1883), 23 
Gh. D. 552, 564. But a tenant in common in possession of more than his 
share cannot be allowed for improyements unless he is charged with an occupa* 
tion rent (Teaedale y. Sanderson (1864), 33 Beav. 534 ; see & Jones, Farrington 
y. Forrester, [18931 2 Oh. 461. 477—479). 

{k) See title Husbaio) and Wife. 
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of & morigftge for ft term of years or a satisfied term (?7i) 
-—which only equity could remove* In strictness these were 
grounds for the auxiliary jurisdiction of equity; but, dower being 
favoured in equity, the Court of Chancery gave substantial relief 
as well, and assigned to the widow her lands in dower, without 
sending her to recover final relief at law(n) ; though, if there were 
any doubt as to her legal title, this was a matter which had to be 
decided on an issue sent to law (o). A further reason for entertain- 
ing the claim in equity was that rents and profits from the death 
of the husband were only given at law as damages under the 
Statute of Merton, and the liability and the claim to damages were 
personal, and died respectively with the heir and the widow ; but 
m equity an account was decreed against or in favour of the 
representatives, as might be necessary ( p). A widow’s title was 
legal, and hence she could recover in equity against a purchaser for 
value without notice, notwithstanding that he had got in the legal 
estate ; but she was not entitled as against him to any special 
equitable relief, such as discovery (q). 

Sub- Sect. 6. — The Auxiliary Jurisdiction in Equity. 

46 . The Court of Chancery exercised jurisdiction in aid of or 
supplementary to the jurisdiction at law for the purpose of (1) pro- 
curing or preserving evidence ; (2) facilitating or restraining pro- 
ceedings at law, as the justice of the case might require; 
(8) restraining the assertion of doubtful rights; (4) preventing 
instruments which were void or voidable from being a continuing 
source of peril; (6) providing for the safety of property either 
pending litigation or when it was in the hands of accounting parties 
or limited owners; (6) enforcing judgments obtained at law; 
(7) preventing injury to third persons by the assertion of conflict- 
ing claims ; and (8) avoiding multiplicity of suits in respect of the 
same right. This jurisdiction was exercised by the following pro- 
ceedings discovery, perpetuation of testimony, suits de bene esse, 
and commissions to take evidence abroad ; injunctions and quia timet 
suits; the cancelling and delivery up of documents; receivers; 
interpleader; and bills of peace (r). The use of injunctions to 
prevent the oppressive enforcement of judgments at law may for 
convenience be classed under this head of the jurisdiction, though 
in effect it constituted an overriding jurisdiction. The procedure in 

(/) See Co. Litt. 208 a, Butler's note (105). 

(m) But the oourt would not remove a term of years as a^inst a purchaser, 
even though he took an assignment of the term with notice of the right to dower 
(Radnor {Qountesa) v. ran(2e6sii<f^ (1097), Show. Purl. Gas. 69; Mole v. Smith 
(1822), Jac. 490, 497). 

(n) Ouriis v. Curtis (1789), 2 Bro. 0.0. 620, see judgment of Lord Alvanlby, 
M.B., at pp. 630—634; Pulteney v. Warren (1801), 6 Ves. 72, 89; Strickland 
V. Strickland (1842), 6 Beav. 77, 81 ; Mitford on Pleadings, p. 123. 

8 Park on Bower, oh. 15, p. 329, 

) Curtis V. Curtis^ supra; Dormer v. Fortescue (1744), 3 Atk. 124, 130; and 
see Williams v. Thomas^ [1909] 1 Oh. 71^ 720, 0. A. 

(j) Williams v. Lambs (1791), 3 Bro. 0. 0. 264 ; CoUins v. Archer (1830), 1 
Buss. 4b M. 284 ; see p. ll^post. 

(r) The writ of ne exeat regno also is for convenience treated under this head, 
though not strictly auxiliary to proceedings at law (see p. 59, poet). 
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these matters was o! coarse equally applicable when the rights in 
question were equitable, but in this case the procedure was available 
in the principal suit. 

Where relief in equity depended uj^n a legal right, the Court of 
Chancery usually referred the ascertainment of the right to a court 
of law(s), and in such case the decision at law was binding in 
equity (0 ; but even in matters purely equitable an issue at law 
might be directed, or the opinion of a court of law taken, and then 
the object was to inform the conscience of the court, and the deci- 
sion at law was not binding (a). In 1862 the Court of Chancery 
was empowered (b) to determine questions of law or fact on which 
the title to equitable relief depended ; and now such power is vested 
in each Division of the High Court by the Judicature Act, 1678 (c). 
Butin matters of legal right the principles of law still prevail (d). 

(L) Discovery {e), 

47. One of the defects in proceedings at law arose from the want 
of power to compel the parties to an action to give discovery of the 
material facts in controversy, and of the documents in their power 
relating to the subject-matter of the action (/). Jurisdiction to 
compel such discovery on the oath of the defendant was assumed 
by equity (g), and formed one of the foundations on which equitable 
jurisdiction rested. In certain cases — ^in particular, in cases of 
account, accident, fraud, and mistake — the Court of Chancery, 
having acquired cognisance of the suit for the purpose of discovery, 
entertained the suit in its entirety, and, in order to avoid multi- 
plicity of action, gave the substantial relief which was suitable (h), 

(«) Jligby v. Great Western Hail, Co, (1846), 2 Ph. 44. 

h) Coker y. Farewell (1729), 1 Swan, 890, ii. A right was not determined so as 
to be a ground for a perpetual injunction by one trial at law, except on an issue 
directed by the court (Robinson y, Byron (Lord) (1788), 2 Cox, Eq. Cas, 4). A 
verdict on such issue was not disturbed unless there was substantial ground for 
beiieving that, on a second trial, other weighty countervailing evidonce would 
be produced (Waters y. Waters (1848), 2 De O. & Sm. 691, 618). 

(a) Coker y. Farewell^ supra ; Lansdowne (Marchioness) y, Lansdowne (Marquis) 
(1820), 2 Bli. 60, 86, H. L. 

(b) By the Chancery Regulation Act, 1862 (26 & 26 Viet. c. 42), known as 
Bolt’s Act, now repealed by the Statute Law Revision and Civil Procedure Act, 
1883 (46 & 47 Viet. c. 49). 

(c) 36 & 37 Viet c. 66 ; see p. 61, post, 

(a) CoUs y. Home and Colonial Stores^ Ltd,, [1904] A. C. 179, 188. 

(e) See title Discoveby, Vol. XI., pp. 36 ef seq, 

\f) 3 BL Com. 381, 382; Story, s. 1484. 

(^) Ab to the dangers of the system, see Fonblanquo, Treatise of Equity, 
6th ed., Vol. II., p. 482 ; and as to bills for discovery, see Bray on Discovery, 
pp. 609—619. 

Ui) Fonblanque, Treatise of EquiW, 6th ed., Vol. 1., p. 9. See Jesus 
College v. Bloom (1746), 3 Atk. 262 ; “ The right to discovery carries along with 
it the ri^t to relief in equity” (Adley v. Whitstable Co, (1810), 17 Ves. 316, 
per Lord Eldon, L.C., at p. 324) ; ** When it is admitted that a party comes here 
properly for the discovery, the court is never disposed to occasion a multiplicity 
of suits byjpaaking him go to a court of law for the relief ” (Ryle v. Haggie (1 820), 
1 Jac. & W. 234, per Pluusb, M.E., at p. 237). A further reason for giving 
relief as well as discovery was that the discover would otherwise be in any 
event at the cost of the plaintiff (Miukenzie v. Johnston (1819), 4 Madd. 373, 
376). But the above dicta went beyond the actual practice ; the necessity of 
eoming into equity for discovery was only a ciroanutaaoe to be regarded in 
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In a sense every bill in equity was a bill of discovery, since it 
sought disclosure from the defendant on his oath of the truth 
of the circumstances constituting the plaintiffs case as stated 
in his bill; but a bill of discovery proper was one in which 
the plaintiff asked for no relief, and simply sought discovery of 
facts in the knowledge of the defendant, or of documents in his 
power, which were necessary to maintain the plaintiff’s rights in 
another court (i). It followed from the nature of the bill that, when 
discovery had been obtained by the defendant’s answer, there were 
no further proceedings (/c). 

To maintain the bill in equity it was in general necessary 
that an action at law should have been commenced to which it 
could be auxiliary, or that it was intended to bring such an 
action (1 ) ; and it was necessary that it should clearly appear on the 
bill that the plaintiff had an interest in the subject-matter of the 
discovery capable of assertion before a judicial tribunal (m). But 
the discovery of facts was limited to the material facts relating to 
the plaintiff’s case, it did not extend to the discovery of the defen- 
dant’s evidence, nor to the means by which he intended to establish 
his case (n). Discovery was allowed in aid of proceedings in equity, 
or of an action to maintain a civil right in a court of common law, 
but not to aid or defend an indictment, information, prohibition, or 
mandamus (o). 

Where the claim was to recover property, and the defence was 
based on purchase for valuable consideration without notice, the 
Court of Chancery, in its regard for this defence, declined to compel 
the defendant to make any discovery which would hazard his title ; 
and hence, provided the consideration had been actually paid, be 
might object to a bill of discovery that he was a purchaser for 
valuable consideration without notice, even though he had not 
obtained the legal estate (p). 

(ii.) Perpetuation of Testimony and Suits de hvne esse {q)» 

48 . The Court of^ Chancery entertained suits the sole object 
of which was to obtain and perpetuate testimony in danger of being 


deciding on the question of equitable jurisdiction to grant full relief {Pearce v. 
(Jreswi^ (1843), 2 Hare, 286, 294); see also title Disoovbky, Vol. XI., pp. 37 


(t) Milford on Pleadings, pp. 63, 183 — 185 ; Story, ss. 689, 1483. It has been 
pointed out that the true distinction was between bills for discovery only and 
bills for discovery and relief (Wigram, Law of Discovery, 2nd ed., p. 46). 

(Ic) Mitford on Pleadings, p. 16; Shaftesbury {Lady) v. Arrowsmith (1798), 4 
Vea 66, 71. 

(/) l.cndon Corporation v. Levy (1803), 8 Ves. 398, 404 ; Story, s. 1483. 

(m) Mitford on Pleadings, pp. 164, 167 ; Brownsuwrd v. Edwards (1761), 2 Ves. 
Sen. 243, 247. 

(n) See Wigram, Law of Discovery, p. 261. 

(o) Mtmiague {Lord) v. Dudman (Hdl), 2 Ves. Sen. 396, 398. 

(p) ** It is an infallible rule that a purchaser for valuable consideration shall 
never without notice discover anything to hurt himself ” (Perrof v. Ballard (1681 ), 
2 Gas, in Oh. 72, per Lord Nottikoham, L.O., at p. 73) ; see Collet v. i>e Ools 
(1734), Gas. temp. Talb. 66, 69; Jerrard v. Sunders (HM), 2 Ves. 464, 468; 
Mitford on Pleadings, 199 ; Sto^, s. 1602 ; and p. 76, pod. 

(9) See title Eyidskob, pod. 
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lost before the matter to which it related could be made the subject 
of judicial investigation (r). Hence it was in general essential for 
the maintenance of the suit that the plaintiff was not able to 
institute proceedings to have the matter in controversy immediately 
determined — where, for instance, he was in enjo^rment of a right, 
such as a right of fishery, and feared that it might in the future 
be contested (s) ; and it was also essential that the matter should 
not be the subject of an existing action or suit against the plain- 
tiff (a). If the matter was capable of immediate decision, the 
ground for the suit to perpetuate testimony failed (6). The bill 
prayed for no relief, but only for a commission for the examination 
of witnesses (c), and it was terminated by the examination and 
never brought to a hearing (d). There was no restriction as to age, 
health, or otherwise, on the witnesses who might be examined, the 
object being to preserve any available testimony which might be 
lost; but the depositions were sealed up, and only used if the 
witnesses were not alive or capable of giving vivd voce evidence at 
the time of the trial (e). 

A suit to perpetuate testimony could be maintained in aid of any 
estate or interest in property, whether in possession or reversion, 
and whether vested or contingent (/) ; but not in respect of a mere 
$p*i Bucceisionis or expectation of an interest (^), nor of an interest 
which was liable to be immediately barred (/i). Hence issue in tail 
could not maintain the suit in the lifetime of the ancestor (t). The 
procedure was extended to claims to titles, and was expressly 
ap]>lied by statute (k) to estates and interests in property depend- 
ing on any future event. The same object may sometimes be 
obtained by an application for a declaration of legitimacy under 
the Legitimacy Declaration Act, 1858 (0* At the present time 


(r) Story, 8. 1605. The procedure appears to have been most frequently used 
wheu a devisee of land in possession desired to preserve evidence of the validity 
of the will for use in the event of any future claim by the heir-at-law (3 Bl. Com. 
450). 

(a) Dor$et{Duke) v. Oirdler (1720), Free. Oh. 631 ; Angdl v. Angell (1822), I 
Sim. & Si 83, 89 ; Brooking v. MaudsJay, Son, and Field (1888), 38 Ch. D. 636, 
644 ; West v. SackvUU (Lord), [190^ 2‘Ch, 378, 384, C. A. ; Story, s. 1608. 

(o) Spencer (Earl) v. Fec&(1867), L, E. 3 Eq. 416. 

(5) Ellice V. llouj^l (No. 1) (1863), 32 Beav. 299. 

(r) Doreet (Duke)Y, Girdler, $upra; see Dew v. Clarke (1822), 1 Sim. & Si 108, 
1 10. The defendant was also entitle to examine witnesses (Abergavenny ( Earl) 
V. Powell fl816), 1 Mer. 434 ; Shrine v. Powell (1845), 15 Sim. 81). 

(d) Mitlord on Pleadings, 61. 

(e) Spencer (Earl) v. eupra. Hence the depositions were not published 
while the witness was alive (Barnadalt v. LoweilHZl), 2 Buss. A M. 142), unless 
he was unable to travel (Morriton v. Arnold (1817 ), 19 Ves. 670; Biddidph v. 
Camoye {Lord) (1856), 20 Beav. 402). 

(/) Durdey (Lon^ v. Fitzhardinge Berkeley (1801), 6 Ves. 261. 

{y) Smith V. A. Q, (1777), cited 6 Ves. 260; 16 Yes. 133, 136; Be Panone. 
^oddey v. Pareom (1890), 45 Oh. D. 61, 67. 

(A) Durdey (Lora) v. Fitzhardinge Berkeley, eupra, 

(f) Allan V. Allan (1808), 16 Yee. 130. 

(k) Stai (1842) 5 A 6 Yict. c. 69, repealed by the Statute Law Bevision and 
C&vil Procedure Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Yici c. 49) ; see The Tawnehend Peerage 
i)f ^^462^^ 01. & Fin. 2S9 ; CampbeU v. Dalhoueie {Earl) (1869), L. R 1 So. & 

(/) 21 A 22 Yici c. 93 ; and where the question can be at onee disposed of 
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any person who would, in the circumstances alleged by him to 
exist, become entitled, upon the happening of any future event, to 
any honour, title, dignity, or office, or to any estate or interest in 
any property, real or personal, the right or claim to which cannot 
be brought to trial before the happening of such event, may com- 
mence an action to perpetuate the testimony material for establishing 
the right or claim (w). 

Proceedings to perpetuate testimony are commenced by action, 
and are subject to the same principles as a suit for the purpose 
under the former practice {n). 

49 . Where an action at law had been commenced, and 
witnesses were too old or infirm to attend to give evidence, or 
where there was only a single witness as to a material point, the 
Court of Chancery entertained a bill de bene ease to enable depo- 
sitions to be taken immediately for use at the trial (o); and where 
the witnesses were abroad, it entertained a suit for a commission to 
examine them abroad, and restrained by injunction the proceedings 
at law until the return of the commission. This jurisdiction 
was said to be based on accident (p). At law there was originally 
no power to issue such a commission, and when the common law 
courts interfered, they did so only with the consent of the adverse 
party (g). This interference did not lessen the jurisdiction in 
equity (r). Depositions taken in a suit de bene ease could not be 
used unless, when the cause came on for trial, the attendance of 
the witness could not in fact be then procured (»). 

(iii.) Injunction {t)» 

60 . The remedy by injunction was one of the foundations of 
the jurisdiction in equity, and cannot be classed exclusively under 


under this statute perpetuation of testimony will not usually be granted (H^e6f v. 
Sackville {Lord), [1903] 2 Oh. 378, C. A.). A question of the legitimacy of one 
of several children also be determined by settling property on the children, 
and then perpetuating testimony as to the right of the child whose legitimacy 
is disputed to share (Be Stoer (1884;, 9 P. D. 120). 

(m) R. S. C., Old. 37, r. 35, reproducing stat. (1842) 5 & 6 Viet. c. 69 ; as to 
making the Attorney-General a defendant, see r. 36. 

(n) Ibid,, r. 37 ; see Brooking v. Mandalay, Son, and Field (1888), 38 Oh. D. 
636; West v, Sackville (Lord), anvra. As to tixe procedure where the defendant 
is in default in delivery of his defence, see Buie (Marguia) v. Jamea (1886), 33 
Oh. 1). 157. The exammation is referred to one of the examiners of the court, 
and not to a special examiner (t5«d.). 

I p) Angell y. Angdl (1822), 1 Sim. & St. 83 ; Story, s. 1513. 
p) Macaulay ▼. Shackell (1827), 1 Bli (n. b.) 96, 119, 130->132, H. L. 
q) Angell v. Angell, aupra, 

T) Macaulay y. Shackell, aupra, at p. 132. As to publication of the depositions 
in suito to perpetuate testimony, and suits de hene ease, see Harria y. Coiterell 
(1808), 3 Mer. 678, 680; EUice y. Boupdl (No, 1) (1863), 32 Beav. 299, 304; 
Vam y. Vane (1876), 24 W. B. 565 ; and as to publishing depositions in an 
ancient suit for the purpose of a modem suit, see Moggriage y. Ball, Llanover 
(Lady) y. Bomfray, PhiUipa y. Llanover (Lady) (1879), 13 CL D. 380; Llanover 
y. Bomfray, PhiUipa y. Llanover (Lady) (1881), 19 Ch. !>,, 224, (i Av; and see 
Kvana y. Merthyr TydvU Urban Council, [1899] 1 Oh. 241, 0. A. 

(<) Story, 8. 1516. And as to eyidenoe on commission, see title EvmBRCl, poaL 
(<} See title iNJUNcnoN. 
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either the exolusiye, or the concurrent, or the auxiliary jurisdiction. 
One use of the remedy, indeed, added a fourth head of jurisdiction, 
since by means of injunctions the Court of Chancery exercised in 
substance, though not in form, a jurisdiction to override judgments 
at common law when they were made the instrument of oppres- 
sion (u). Apart from this overriding jurisdiction, equity interfered 
in legal claims either to assist the prosecution of the claim, or to 
prevent irreparable injury or multiplicity of suits. When it did 
not itself decide upon the iegal claim, this jurisdiction was auxiliary ; 
when it decided on the rights in the subject-matter of the legal 
claim the jurisdiction was concurrent ; and when an injunction 
was granted in a trust or other matter of cognisance only in 
equity, the jurisdiction was exclusive. For practical purposes it 
is sufficient to regard injunctions as having been designed (1) to 
prevent the improper use of legal proceedings, or to remove 
technical impediments to their proper use; and (2) to prevent 
the infringement of public or private rights, either temporarily 
before the right had been ascertained, or permanently after it 
had been ascertained. An injunction was granted only in nega- 
tive terms, but the practice in this respect has been altered, 
and an injunction may now be mandatory in terms, as well as in 
substance (a). 

61. The practical importance of the first head has disappeared 
with the fusion of law and equity under the Judicature Acts. One 
of the reasons of the growth of equity being the necessity for 
correcting the strictness of the law, it was inevitable that equity 
should have the power of preventing the plaintiff at law from 
profiting by that strictness, and this it did by forbidding him to 
proceed on his legal judgment. But equity did not impugn the 
legal judgment as such. It recognised the judgment, but prevented 
its unconscientious use (h). 

The same principle enabled the Court of Chancery to remove 
technical impediments to prosecuting an action at law — as by pre- 
venting an outstanding term from being set up against a claim in 
ejectment (c) — and to prevent the prosecution of legal claims where 
they conflicted with the procedure or principles of equity (d). 
Thus, where an estate had fallen within the cognisance of the 
Court of Chancery by the making of an administration decree, 


(m) Thus, where a ludgment was obtained against conscience, equity would 
decree the patty to acKuowledge satisfaction, though he had received nothing; 
and if a fine had been obtained by fraud, equity would decree the party to be a 
trustee (Dameslt/ v. Powel (1749), 1 Ves, Son, 284 ; see Baker y. Beaumont (1063), 
3 Rep. Ch. 7 [13] ). 

(o) Jaxkeon y. N(/rmanhy Brick Co,^ [1899] 1 Ch. 438, 0. A.; compare 
Iktviee y. Ga$ Light and Coke Co,, [1909] 1 Ch. 708, 0. A.; and see title 
Injunction. 

(6) Ox/or<r» {Earl) Ca$e (1615), 1 Rep. Ch. 1 ; 1 White & Tud. L. C., 7th ed., 
p. 730; Buehby y, Manday (1821), 5 Madd. 297, 307. 

Mitford on Pleadings, p. 134. 

a) Equity did not interleiw directly wiffi other courts, but acted on the 
endant in equity by punishing him for his contempt in disobeying its own 
decree {Bmhby y. Munday, eupra). 
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proceedings at law were restrained (e) ; and in numerous cases the 
application of equitable doctrines required that parties should be 
restrained from enforcing their strict legal rights (/). Examples 
are furnished by the principles applicable in cases of fraud (,q), of 
representation (A), of standing by (i), of accident (A), of marshalling 
assets and securities, of suretyship (2) ; and generally where it was 
necessary to make an equitable title prevail over a legal right (in), 
and the reason which gave the equitable title was not available at 
law (n) ; or where it was necessary to delay proceedings at law until 
after discovery or the examination of witnesses abroad (o). 

But in matters of concurrent jurisdiction the Court of Chancery 
did not usually restrain proceedings in other courts. This was 
only done where, for some special reason, it was necessary to 
resort to equity ; e.g., to obtain discoverer or to secure protection for 
infants (p). And equity did not claim jurisdiction to retry matters 
which had been the subject of investigation at law in the ordinary 
way : thus a judgment at law was not interfered with merely on 
the ground of its being incorrect or of an omission to raise a par- 
ticular defence (q). Relief, however, was granted where a receipt 
was discovered after judgment for a debt (r). And since equity, in 
restraining proceedings in other courts, acted in personam, it could 
grant an injunction against proceedings in a foreign court where 
the claim was unconscientious (s). 

Where a defendant had lost his legal remedy in consequence of a 
restraint put upon him in equity, the Court of Chancery gave him 
a remedy equivalent to that which he had lost(t). And though a 
plaintiff suing on a bond could not, either at law or in equity (a), 
recover in respect of principal and interest beyond the amount of 

I e) See Verry v. Phelips (1804), 10 Ves. 34 ; see p. 33, ante, 
f) Story, 8. 684. 

See Lloyd v. Clark (1843), 6 Beav. 309. 
n) That is, where the aefendant is bound on equitable grounds to make ^od 
a representation as to existing facts : Piggott y. Sirattm (1859), 1 De G. F. \ J. 
33, U. A. ; see Jorden y. Monty (1854), 5 H. L. Cas. 185. 

(f) NichUion y. Hooper (1838), 4 My. & Cr. 179. 

S Ab where an executor lost assets through destruction by fire, biit remained 
) at buy to creditors iCrofVs (Lady) Executors y. Lyndaey (1676), Freem. (CH.) 
1 ; see Crosse y. Smith (l806), 7 East, 246, 258). And now both at law and in 
equity an executor cannot be charged for loss of assets without wilful default 
(Job y. Job (1877), 6 Oh. D. 562 ; see p. 27, ante). 

(1) Story, 8. 883 ; see Clarke y. Henty (1838), 3 Y. & C. (ex.) 187. 

(m) Newlands y. Paynter (1840), 4 My, & Cr. 408 ; see Langton y. Horton 
(1841), 3 Beav. 464. 

(n) Harrison v. Ntitleship (1833), 2 My. & K. 423. And a proceeding in 
equity might be restrained so as to compel interpleader (Prudential Assurance 
do. y. Thomas (1867), 3 Ch, App. 74). 

(o) See Ooldschmtdt y. Marryat (1809), 1 Camp. 559. 

Ip) Rotherham v. Fanshaw (1748), 3 Atk. 628. 

(g) Bateman y. W%Uoe (1803), 1 Sch. & Lef. 201 ; Mitford on Pleadings, 
pp. 131, 132. 

(r) Oainshorough (Countess) v. Gifford (1727), 2 P. Wms. 424, 426. 

(«) PatioTlington (Lard) y, Soul^ (1834), 3 My. & K. 104, overruling Lowe 
y. Baker (1665), Fr««m. (oH.) 125; see Garron Iron Co. v. Maelaren (1855), 5 
11. L. Cas. 416, 439 ; Hc^ y. Carnegie (1866), 1 Oh. App. 320. 

U) Brown y. Newdl (1837), 2 My. 4t Or. 558, 572 ; see Bond y. ATopA^fis (1802), 
1 Sch. St Lef. 413, and title Limitation of AoxiONt. 

(a) Gtarke y. Seten (1801), 6 Yea. 411. 
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the penalty, yet he was allowed to do so if he had been restrained 
from suing while the amount due was under the penalty {b). And 
as regards accounts of rents and profits (c), and interest (d), he was 
saved from any statutory bar which the delay had created. 

52. Under the procedure of the Court of Chancery an 
injunction could in certain circumstances be obtained to restrain 
the infringement of public or private rights. But it was essential 
that the injunction should be specifically asked for by the bill (e), this 
being an exception to the efficacy of a general prayer for relief (/). 

53. Injunctions to prevent the infringement of rights were 
granted in cases of waste, public and private nuisance, trespass, 
interference with easements, and infringements of patents and copy- 
right, and of negative stipulations in contracts (g). In cases of waste 
equity interfered in aid of legal rights, on the ground of the inadequacy 
of the remedy at law(fc), and it extended the remedy by injunction 
both to cases of legal titles where there was no remedy at law, and 
to cases where the waste-bunder the name of equitable waste — was 
only recognised in equity (t). In cases of public (k) and private 
nuisance, and of trespass (0, equity originally interfered either to 
prevent a multiplicity of suits or to prevent irreparable injury (m). 
The recurrent nature of the damage would have necessitated 
continual litigation if the wrongful act could not be stopped by 
injunction (n). But, apart from this, the plaintiff was entitled to 
an injunction if the injury would be irreparable, that is, if he could 


(6) DuvaU V. Terrey (1694), Show. Pari. Cas. Id ; Grant v. Grant (1830), 3 
Sim. 340 ; (1827), 3 Eusa. 598, 607. 

(c) PuUmey v. Warren (1801), 6 Vos. 73. 

(a) Hull and Selby Rail. Co. v. North-Eastern Rail. Co. (1854), 5 Be Q. M. ft 
G. 872, 0. A. 

(c) ^vory V. Dyer (1749), Amb. 70 ; see Grimes v. French (1740), 2 Atk. 141 ; 
see also title Injunction. 

(/) See Cook v. Mariyn (1737), 2 Atk. 2 ; Dormer y. Fortescue (1744), 3 Atk. 
124, 132 ; Manaton v. Molesvwrth (1757), 1 Eden, 18, 26. 

(ff) Save in cases of contract, the right to an injunction depends on proprietary 
rights, see Baird y. Wells (1890), 44 Ch. D. 661. The use of injunctions in libel 
is an innovation introduced under the Judicature Acts ; the dourt of Chancery 
did not restrain a libel, apparently, because a libel was a crime, and it did not 
interfere in regard to cnmee by injunction (Gee y, Pritchard (1818), 2 Swan. 
402, 413). 

(/<) As to the remedy at law, see Jefferson ▼. Durham (Bishon) (1797), 1 
Bos. ft P. 105, 120. 

(t) Mitford on Pleadings, pp. 138—140 ; Story, ss. 913, 914 ; Garth y. Cotton 

i l75U), 1 Yes. Sen* 524, 555 (legal remedy not applicable) ; Vane y. Barnard 
Lord) (1716), 2 Yem. 738 ; Morris y. Morris (1847), 15 Sim. 505 (equitable 
waste). 

(A;) As to the jurisdiction in case of public nuisances, see A.-Q. y. Cleaver 
(1811), 18 Yes. 211, 217 ; as to apprehended public or private nuisance, see 
A.-G. y. Ma^tchesier CorporaHon, [1893] 2 Ch. 87. 

(/) Injunction against trespass was a late development of equity ; or^nally 
the pfu^ was left to his action at law (see Mogg v. Mogg (1786), 2 Dick. 670 ; 
Mortimer y. CoUrtU (1789), 2 Cox, Eq. Cas. 205)^ unleM the trespass was 
repeated {Weller y. SmeaUm (1784), 1 l5ro. C, 0. 572; Story, s. 928; Ashb., 
p. 9). See also Lowndes y. BeiUe (1864), 33 L. J. (OH.) 451. 

(m) See Wdhy y. EtUland {Duke) (177^, 2 Bro. Farl Cas. 39. 

C £ ^ BroadhetU y. Imperial Gas Co. (1857), 7 De G. M. ft G. 436, 462, 
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not be adequately compensated in damages (o) ; and this latter reason 
was the ground of the jurisdiction as regards interference with 
easements— such as rights of light — and infringements of patents 
and copyrights. 

As to all these matters, the general rule was that the plaintiff in 
equity must have established his right at law before be could be 
entitled to an injunction (p); and an injunction was notgranted before 
this was done, if the plaintiff could be sufficiently protected by 
directing the defendant to keep an account (q); but an injunction 
might be granted before answer, and before the title was established 
at law, if the result of the defendant’s conduct would be to inflict 
irreparable injury on the plaintiff (a). And though the High Court 
has now all the jurisdiction of the Court of Chancery and the several 
courts of law, yet so far as the right in question is a legal right, 
the court in the exercise of its jurisdiction must be guid^ by the 
principles established at law (b). An injunction may be refused in 
the case of trespass if no injury is in fact done to the landowner (c). 
An interim injunction is granted only on an undertaking as to 
damages (d). 

Equity interferes by injunction to enforce the observance of 
agreements which are in substance negative (e) ; and where an 
agreement contains a positive and a correlative negative stipulation, 
it will enforce the negative stipulation and thereby secure indirectly 
the performance of the positive stipulation (/). Where the 

(o) A.-O. V. Nichol (1809), 16 Ves. 338, 342 ; Wynstanley v. Lee (1818), 2 
Swan. 333, 335. The test of the right to an injunction in legal claims is whether 
the plaintiff could get damages ( White v. Mellin^ [ISOol A. C. 164, 167). As to 
the present power of the court to grant damages in lieu of an injunction, see 
SheJ/er v. City of London Electric Lighting Co., Meu£e Brewery Co, y. Same, [1895] 
1 Oh. 287, 0. A. ; and os to injunction against a public body, see A,-G, y. 
Birmingham etc. Drainage Board, [1910] 1 Ch. 48. 

( p) Whitchurch y. Hide (1742), 2 Atk. 391 ; Bacon y. Jonee (1839), 4 My. & Or. 
433; Imperial Oae Light and Coke Co, {Directors) y. Broadbent (1859), 7 H. L. 
Cas. 600,612 ; Cardiff Ctirj^ationv, Cardiff Waterworks Co, (1859), 4 I)e G. & J, 
696, C. A, As to rmaxations of this rule, see Ashb., p. 6, and as to the later 
extension of the auxiliary jurisdiction, ibid,, pp. 8—9. Under the Chancery 
Hegulation Act, 1862 (25 & 26 Viet. c. 42), repealed Statute Law Hevision and 
Civil Procedure Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Viet. c. 49), the Couit of Chancery was 
empowered to determine legal questions on which equitable relief depended ; 
see p. 43, ante, 

(q) Cory y. Yarmouth and Norwich Rail, Co, (1844), 3 Hare, 693 ; Spottiswoode 
V. Clarke (1846), 2 Ph, 151 ; Rigby y. Great Western Rail, Co, (1846), 2 Ph. 44, 49. 

(a) Immediate injunctions were gi-auted in plain oases of waste {Aron, 
(1750), 1 Ves. Sen. 476) ; or nuisance {A,-G, y. Doughty (1752), 2 Ves. Sen. 453) ; 
see Rushmer v. Polsue and Al fieri, [1906] 1 Ch, 234. See also title Injunction. 

(5) Colls y. Home and Colonial Stores Ltd,^ [1904] A. C. 179, 188. 

Icj Behrens y. Richards, [1905] 2 Ch. 614. 

(a) Chappell y, Davidson (1856), 8 De G. M. & G. 1, 0. A. See Oberrheinische 
MetaUwerhe y. Codes, [1906] W. N. 127. 

(e) Martin y, NuBein (1724), 2P. Wms. 266; Barrett y, Blagrave (1800), 5 Ves. 
656; Catt y, Tourle (1869), 4 Oh. App. 654 ; Metropolitan EUctric Supply Co, y. 
Ginder, [1901] 2 Ch. 799. This is equivalent to specific performance. But the 
court interferes less readily where the neffatiye ooyenant is not express, but is 
only inferred from a positive contract {reto y. Brighton etc. Rail, Co, (1863), 
32 L. J. (ch.) 677): see Hdl/ord y. Act*m Urban Council, [1898] 2 Ch. 240 t 
Measures, Brothers, Ud, y. Measyres, [1910] 2 Ch. 248. 

(/) Lundey y. Ifa^er (1862), 1 De G. M. & G. 604 ; see Whitwood Chemical 
Vo, y, Hardman, [1891] 2 Ch. 416, C. A. ; Davis y. Forman, [1894] 3 Ch. 654. 
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agreement is restrictive of the user of land, the effect of the 
remedy is to create a negative easement (^). 

54 . Power to grant injunctions was given to the courts of common 
law by the Common Law Procedure Act, 1854 (/i), and now all 
divisions of the High Court are empowered to grant an injunction 
by interlocutory order ** in all cases in which it shall appear to the 
court to be just and convenient that such order should be made (t). 
Power to give damages either in addition to or in substitution for 
an injunction was given by Lord Cairns* Act (k) in cases where the 
court had jurisdiction to entertain an application for an injunction. 
This Act has been repealed (Z), but the jurisdiction under it has 
been preserved (m), and, apart from this special jurisdiction, the 
Hi^h Court, under its general jurisdiction to give all remedies to 
which the parties are entitled, may award damages, whether there 
is or is not a case for an injunction (n). 

(iv.) Quia Timet Actions* 

65 > It was recognised at common law that a man was eniiLIed 
to be protected against unlawful disturbance of his rights and against 
vexatious litigation, and remedies in this respect were given by 
certain “ writs of prevention’* (o). To some extent the remedy in 
equity by injunction, and by the appointment of a receiver, had the 
same object ; but in addition to these remedies a plaintiff might 
maintain a suit quia timet in order to secure himself against a 
future apprehended loss. 

Thus a surety might file a bill to compel the debtor on a bond 
in which he was joined to pay the debt when due, whether the 
surety had been actually sued for it or not ; and upon a covenant 
of indemnity, a bill might be filed to relieve the covenantee under 
similar circumstances ( p). 


(f/) Re Niebet and Putts' Contract^ [1906] 1 Ch. 386, 0. A. 

(h) 17 & 18 Viet. c. 125, ss. 79, 81, 82 ; repealed by Statute Law Bevisica 
and Oiyil Procedure Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Viet. c. 49). 

i t) Judicature Act, 1873 (36 & 37 Viet. c. 66), 8. 25 (8) ; see title Injunction. 
Jc) Chance^ Amendment Act, 1858 (21 & 22 Viet. o. 27), b. 2. 

1) Statute I^w Hevision and Civil Procedure Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Viet. c. 49). 
m) Sayers y. Cdlyer (1884), 28 Oh. D. 103, 0. A. As to the principle on which 
dama^ are given in lieu of an injunction, see Shtl/er v. City of London Electric 
Lighting Co,, M^*s Brewery Co, v. Same, [1895] 1 Oh. 287, 0. A In negative 
covenants an injunction is granted as a matter of course to secure the observance 
of the contract; in positive covenants, it is not granted if damages are a 
sufficient compensation {Doherty v. Allman (1878), 3 App. Oas. 709, 720 ; see 
Kine v. Jolly, [1905] 1 Oh. 480, 496, 504, 0. A. ; EVisUm v. Reacher, [1905] 2 
Ch. 374, 395). It has been held that damages in lieu of an injunction cannot 
be given where the injury is only threatened {Dreyfus v. Peruvian Qmno Co. 
(1889), 43 Oh. D. 316, 333, 0. A) ; but this has been doubted (Martin v. iVice, 
[1894] 1 Ch. 276, 0. A.). 

(n) Elmore v. Ptrrts 0887), 57 L. T. 333. 

(o) Co. litt. 100 a. These writs were : — A writ of mesne, before the plaintiff 
be distrained ; a Warranlia Cartoe, before he be impl^euled ; a M<mstraverunt, 
before any distress or vexation ; an Audita Querela, before any execution sued ; 
a Curia Claudenda, before any default of inclosure ; and a Ee injuste vexes, 
before any distress or molestation. 

(») Mitford on Pleadings, p. 148; Manelaugh v. Hayes (1683), 1 Vem. 189; 
NiAet v. Smith (1789), 2 fire. 0. 0. 579; WoMridge v. Norris (1868), 
L. B. 6 Eq. 410. ' 
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8B0T.1. 56. A quia timet bill might also be filed to secure property 

Nature and which was not transferable or payable to the plaintiff till a future 
Extent of date, as in the case of a future legacy (g), or a future interest in 
Eauitable personal property (r). But where, under covenant, money was 
Jn^dic* payable in futnro, the court did not interfere unless the covenantor 
had in some way placed the future payment in hazard (a). Where 
To preserve an annual charge on land had to be kept down by a tenant for life, 

pro^y. reversioner might bring a bill quia timet to compel payment of 

arrears (a). 


Present 57. Belief of the nature of that obtainable in a quia timet 

practice. guit is still afforded by the granting of an injunction (b), or 
the appointment of a receiver (c), or an order to pay a fund into 
court (d) ; and where the plaintiff is entitled to indemnity, whether 
as surety or under a contract of indemnity, he may maintain a 
quia timet action (e). But the debt or the liability against which he 
seeks to be indemnified must be actually due or have actually 
arisen (/). And if the debt is due and the surety admits liability, 
it is not necessary, in order to maintain the action, that the 
creditor shall have declined to sue the principal debtor (//). The 
action does not lie in respect of a future contingent liability, such 
as a liability on shares where there is no probability of a call being 
made (Ji ) ; but it lies if a call is probable (i). And in general, in 
order to obtain this relief, which is not readily given, the plaintiff 
must be able to show imminent danger of a substantial kind for 
which damages will be no adequate redress {k). 


(v.) Delivery up and Cancelling of Documente, 

Instrumcnta 58. The circumstances in which a document, whether a 
contract (including a negotiable instrument) or conveyance, has 
been obtained may be such as to entitle one party to it to have the 
transaction rescinded or set aside, and the document delivered up 

(f/) Johmoti V. Mills (1749), 1 Ves. Sen. 282; Oreen v. Digot (1781), 1 
Bro. C. 0. 103 ; see Brown v. Uadhridge (1788), 2 Bro. 0. C. 321. 

(r) See' as to such interests 1 Eq. Gas. Abr. p. 360, pi. 4 ; Feame, Contingent 
Bemainders, 7th ed., pp. 401 — 415. 

(fl) Flight V. Cock (1765), 2 Ves. Sen. 619. 

Id) Hayes v. Hayes (1673), 1 Gas in Ch. 223. 

{b) See Siddima v. Short (1877), 2 C. P. D. 572; A.-U. v. Manchester 
Cerpo^imt [1893] 2 Ch. 87 ; A.-U. v. Nottingham Corjtorationf [1904] 1 
Gh. 673. 

(c) Charrington k Co,, Ltd, v. Camp, [1902] 1 Oh. 386 ; Leney db Sons, Ltd. v. 
Caltingham and Thompson, [1908] 1 K. B. 79, 0. A. (receiver of licences and 
rents) ; Dreyfus v. Peruvian Ouano Co. (1889), 42 Oh. D. 66 (receiver of cargo in 
action of trover or detinue brought quia timet). 

{d) Re Carroll, Brice v. Carridl, [1902] 2 Ch. 175, 

(c) Ascherson v. Tredegar Dry Dock and Wharf Co., Ltd., [1909] 2 Ch. 401. 

(/) Dale V. Ldley (1808), 2 Bro. 0. 0. (5th ed. by Belt), 582, n., 291 ; seo 
Woimershaueen V. Outlich, [1893] 2 Ch. 514. 

{$) Madhewa v. Saurin (1893), 31 L. B. Ir. 181 ; Ascherson v. Tredegar Dry 
Dock and Wharf Co,, Lid., supra, not following the limitation to this effect 
suggested in Fadwick v. (1952), 9 Hare, 627. 

(h) Hughea-Hallett v. Indian Mammoth Odd Mines Co. (1882), 22 Ch. D. 561. 

\i\ Hohba V. Wayet (1887), 36 Oh. D. 256. 

(A;} Fletcher v. BetUey (1885), 28 Ch. D. 688 ; A.^O. v. Manchester Corporation, 
supra; seo Crowder v. Tinider (1816), 19 Yes. 617 ; PaUisson v. CHlford (1874), 
li* B. 18 Eq. 259. 
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to be cancelled. In cases of actual fraud the party defrauded can, 
under the fundamental jurisdiction of equity, maintain an action 
for this purpose ; and in cases of constructive fraud, also— 'that 
is, where, on the ground of undue influence, unconscionable 
bargain, public policy, or otherwise, it is inequitable that the trans- 
action should be allowed to stand — the party complaining of the 
transaction is entitled to be relieved against it in equity, and, as 
incidental to such relief, the document which is impeached may be 
ordered to be delivered up (Z). In these cases the plaintiff has a 
right to equitable relief which he may assert at any time, provided 
(1) that he is not guilty of laches ; (2) that he has not disqualified 
himself from suing by his own participation in the transaction (m), 
and (3) that he submits to any equitable terms which may be 
imposed upon him by the court (n). 

An agreement will not be ordered to be delivered up merely 
because it is unenforceable. To justify this remedy there must 
either be fraud in obtaining it, or it must form a cloud upon the 
title to land (o). 

59. Where a transaction is void at law, because it is founded 
on an illegal consideration, or otherwise, and the defect appears on 
the face of the document, equity does not interfere to order the 
instrument to be cancelled (p). But where the defect does not 
appear on the face of the instrument, the party desiring to defeat 
it is not bound to wait till the instrument is used against him, but 
may anticipate this danger and institute an action to have the 
instrument delivered up to be cancelled (q) ; and upon such can- 
cellation he will be put upon equitable terms to repay money 
provided by the other party (r). 


(/) Duncan y, FTorraW (1822), 10 Price, 31; Brooking v, Mauddayt Son db 
Field (1888), 38 Ch. D. 63C, 043 ; Story, s. 695 ; so© Thornton v. Knight (1849), 
16 Sim. 509. 

im) Franco v. Bolton (1797), 3 Ves. 3G8 ; see note {g\ p. 73, poet. 
fn) See j). 70, vosU 

(o) Onions y, Cohen (1865), 2 Hem. & M. 354 ; see Hilton v. Barrow (1791), 1 
Vos. Jun. 284. 


(p) Simpson y. Howden {Lord) (1837), 3 My, & Or. 97 ; see Gray y, Mathioi 
(1800), 6 Ves. 286 ; 7/oare v. Bremridge (1872), 8 Ch. App. 22, 26. 

{q) See with regard to negotiable iostruments, Winchester {Buh(m) y, Fournier 
(1752), 2 Ves. Sen. 445; Bromley v. Holland (1802), 7 Ves. 3, 20; Jervis v. White 
(1802), 7 Ves. 413; Wynne y. Col/ander (1826), 1 Russ. 293; regard to a 
deed which might form a cloud upon title to land, Hayward y. Dimsdale (1810), 
17 Vea. Ill; Bromley v. Holland, supra, at p. 21; with regard to forged 



15 (5th ed. by Belt), n. (1)), but the doubt has long been remoyed (see Byan 
y. Mackmath, eupra; Davis y. Marlborough (DaAre) (1819), 2 Swan. 108, 157. 
note (b) ; Story, s. 700). 

(r) As to the adjustment of ^yments by either party on setting aside an 
annuity deed, which was void for non-oompliance with the statutory require- 
ments as to registration, see Byne y. Vivian (1800), 5 Ves. 604; UromUy y. 
Holland, eupra; Holbrook v. Sharpeu (1812), 19 Ves. 13; Davis y. Marlborough 
{Duke), supra. Where a lease by charity trustees is set aside as improx>er, it is 
set aside in toto, and the personal ooyenants of the trustees are not presery^ for 


the benefit of the lessee (A.-O. y. Morgan (1826), 2 Russ. 306). 
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In eases of illegal consideration the plaintiff will not be debarred 
from relief on the gronnd that be is particept criminis, if the trans- 
action is snch that, on grounds of public policy, it ought not to 
stand (»). 

60. Where an instrument is neither void nor voidable, but a 
party has a good legal defence to any claim which may be made 
upon it, the proper remedy is not an action to have the instrument 
delivered up to be cancelled, but an action to perpetuate the 
testimony necessary for the defence (t). 

(yi.) Receivers, 

61. Equity exercised jurisdiction to preserve property in the 
interest of those entitled to it, either because it was in the hands of 
limited owners, or of trustees or other accountable persons, and was 
in danger of being lost, or because the right to it was the subject of 
pending litigation. In such cases courts of equity interfered, some- 
times by the appointment of a receiver to receive rents or other 
income, sometimes by an order to pay a pecuniary fund into court, 
sometimes by directing security to be given, or money to be paid 
over, and sometimes by the mere granting of an injunction or other 
remedial process, thus adapting their relief to the precise nature of 
the particular case, and the remedial justice required by it (a). 

62. Apart from orders for payment into court — a remedy speci- 
ally applicable in the case of trustees and personal representatives — 
this jurisdiction to preserve property was usually exercised by the 
appointment of a receiver, and the Court of Chancery also appointed 
receivers for the purpose of enforcing equitable securities, and of 
giving effect to judgments at law where the remedy of the judgment 
creditor was hindered by a prior legal interest (b). 

As regards the preservation of personal property pending litigation, 
the court readily appointed a receiver where no one was in lawful 
possession, as where litigation was pending in the ecclesiastical 
court with respect to the right to probate or administration (c). But 


(«) fF. V. B. (1863), 82 Beav. 674 ; see Si. John {Lord) v. St. John {Lady) 
(1806), 11 Yes. 626, 636; and this is so in the case of instruments given m 
gambling transactions {Wynne y. Callander (1826), 1 Buss. 293; Milltown 
XEarl) V. Stetvart (1837), 3 My. & Or. 18 ; compare Ayeret v. Jenhine (1873), 
L. B. 16 Eq. 276, 282). lUegaiity of consideration is not necessarily a ground 
for setting aside a settlement where there has been an actual transfer of 
property {Ayeret v, Jenhine, eupra). 

Brooking y. Maudelay, Son, and Fidd (1888), 38 Oh. D. 636; not 
following the dictum in Cooper y. Joel (1869), 27 Beay. 313, at p. 317, that “ if 
there be a good legid defence, not appeuing on the instrument itself, which the 
lapse of time may cause the person chargeable on the instrument, from loss 
of the eyidence necessary for his defence at law, to be unable to make 
available, then this court will interfere and order the instrument to be 
delivered up to be cancelled ; and which Lord Campbell, L.O., on the appeal 
in that case considered to go too far (1 De G. F. A J. 240). The diffiomty 
arising from loss of evidence is met by perpetuation of testimony. 

(oH^ry, B. 826. 

(h) For receivers generally, see title Bbobivbbs; for receivers by way of 
equitable execution, see p. 66, poet, and title Execution. 

(r) Oum and Owteh y. Homan (1868), 4 H. L. Oas. 997, per Lord Obanwoeth, 
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where the defendant was in possession, it exercised a discretion 
according to the circumstances of the case (d). As regards real 
property, if the plaintiff was claiming land under a legal title, the 
court did not interfere with the person in possession by appointing 
a receiver of the rents and profits, unless there was some matter, 
such as fraud, affecting the conscience of the defendant (c), or unless 
the court could see a reasonable probability that the plaintiff would 
ultimately succeed CO . And even if no one was in receipt of rents 
from the tenants, the court would not interfere in favour of a 
legal title supported by no special equity (^). At present the court 
can appoint a receiver if it is ** just and convenient” to do so (h), 
and it interferes more readily than formerly in favour of a legal 
title (i\ 

The appointment of a receiver is for the benefit of the person 
ultimately found to be entitled, and does not at all affect the 
right (k) ; and when the receiver is in possession, he cannot be 
interfered with without the leave of the court, even by the commence- 
ment of an action of ejectment (Q. 

63 . As regards the enforcement of securities by the appoint- 
ment of a receiver, the Court of Chancery did not, except under 
special circumstances (m), act at the instance of a mortgagee having 
the legal estate, since he was sufficiently protected by his right to 
take possession under his legal title. But taking possession is 
burdensome, and since the Judicature Acts it has been the usual 
practice to grant a receiver at the instance of a legal mortgagee (n). 
If the legal mortgagee was not in possession, an appointment might 
be made at the instance of a subsequent incumbrancer, but subject to 
the legal mortgagee’s right to possession (o). The court would not 
interfere with a mortgagee in possession, unless he declined to 
swear that anything was due to him (p). 


L.C., at p. 1032 ; “ Where the property is as it were in medio, in the enjoyment 
of no one, the court can hardly do wrong in taking possession. It is the 
common interest of all parties that the court should prevent a scramble** 
(see RendaU v. Rtndall (1841), 1 Hare, 152, 154). 

I d) Owen and Oatch v. Hcman (1853), 4 H. L. Gas. 997. 

€) Talhot {Earl) v. Hope ScoU (1858), 4 K. & J. 96, 112, 114. 

/) Bainhrigge v. Baddeley (1851), 3 Mac. & 0. 413, 420. 

(/) Carrow v. Ferrior, Dunn v. Ferrior (1868), 3 Oh. App. 719, 728. 
h) Judicature Act, 1873 (36 & 37 Viet. c. 66), s. 25 (8) ; see p. 56, post 
i) See Fomiell v. Van Oruiten, [1897] 1 Oh. 64, 0. A. ; John v. John, [1898] 
h. 573, 0. A., per Lindley, M.B., at p. 578. 

(A) Skip v. Harwood (1747), 3 Atk. 564. 

(i) Angel v. Smith (1804), 9 Ves. 335; Lane v. Capeey, [1891] 3 Ch. 411, 
414. 

(m) AekJand v. Oravener (1862), 31 Bear. 482 ; see Fripp v. Chard Bait Co* 
(1853). 11 Hare, 241. 

(n) Re Pope (1886), 17 a B. D. 743, 749, 0. A. 

(o) Bemey v. Sewell (1820), 1 Jac. A W. 647 ; Norway y. Bom (1812), 19 Ves. 
144, 153 ; see White y, Peterborough (Bishop) (1818), 3 Swan. 109. 

(p) Quarrtll y, Beckfvrd (1807), 13 Ves. 377 ; C*4rington v. Parker (1810), 
16 Ves. 469 ; see Born v. Woud (1822), 2 Jac. ft W. 553. The rule was thus 
expressed in Davie v. MarlhoTo^h(Duhe) (1819), 2 Swan. 108, by Lord Eldon, 
Ii.C., at p. 137 : ** The court will on motion appoint a recoiver for an equitable 
creditor, or a person having an equitable estate, without prejudice to persons 
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64. The Court of Chancery enforced its own decrees by seques- 
tration(g). But where there was a hindrance to legal execution, it 
lent its aid to enforce a judgment at law by appointing a receiver. 
This exercise of the jurisdiction was, however, strictly auxiliary to 
the legal remedy. The creditor was bound to show by his bill that 
he had proceeded at law to the extent necessary to give him a 
complete legal title to execution (r); consequently he could not obtain 
a receiver of his debtor’s equitable interest in freehold estate with- 
out suing out an eUgiU or, in the case of personalty, a fi. fa. («). 
Since the Judicature Acts it has become unnecessary to sue out 
these writs (0i or to institute a fresh action, in order to obtain 
the benefit of equitable execution. The appointment of a receiver 
can be made on motion or summons in the action in which judg- 
ment was obtained (u). It may extend to a debtor’s equitable 
reversionary interest (a). But notwithstanding the power of the 
court to appoint a receiver in all cases in which it shall appear 
‘‘just and convenient ” (i), a receiver will not be appointed by way 
of equitable execution except in a case where such an appoint- 
ment could be made before the Acts — that is, where the only 
difficulty was an impediment which the Court of Chancery could 
remove (c)— and it is still necessary to show to the court “the 
existence of the circumstances creating the equity on which alone 
the jurisdiction arises ” (d), 

(vii.) Interpleader (c). 

65. The Court of Chancery exercised a jurisdiction in inter- 
pleader supplementary to that at law. At law the remedy by 
interpleader was confined to cases where property had been delivered 
on a joint bailment, to be held by the bailee until some condition 
or covenant had been performed by one of the bailors. Whether 
this performance had taken place was a question in which only the 

who have prior estates ; in this sense, without prejudice to persons having prior 
legal estates, that it will not prevent their proceeding to take possession if 
they think proper ; and with regard to persons having prior equitable estates, 
the court takes care in appointing a receiver not to disturb prior equities, and 
for that purpose directs inquiries to determine priorities among equitable 
incumbrancers ; permitting legal creditors to act against the estates at law, and 
Bottling the priorities of equitable creditors.” 

\q) See title Execution, 

Mitfoixl on Pleadings, p. 124. 

, , Neate v. Marlborough (Duke) (1838), 3 My. & Cr. 407 ; Anglo.Italian Bank 
V. Davies (1878), 9 Ch. D. 275, C. A., per Jessel, M.R., at p. 283 ; see Angell 
V. Draper (1686), 1 Vern. 399; Bidch v. Waeiall (1718), 1 P. Wms. 445; Shirley 
- ira«5 (1744), 3 Atk. 200. 

Re WaikinSf Ex parte Evans (1879), 13 Ch: D. 252, 0. A 
,tt) Smith V. Coufell (1880), 6 Q. B. B. 75, 0. A.; Salty. Cooper (1880), 
16 Ch. B. 544, 554, C. A. ; Holmes v. Millage, [1893] 1 Q. B. 551, C. A. 

(a) Ideal Bedding Co.^ Ltd. v. Holland^ [1907J 2 (3i. 157, 169. 
lb) Judicature Act, 1873 (36 & 37 Vi<i. o. 66), s. 25 (8). 

(c) Holmes y. Millage^ supra; Cadogany. Lyric Theatre^ Lid., [1894] 3 Oh. 338, 
C. A. ; see Manchester and Liverpool District Banking Co. y. Parkinson (1888), 22 
0. B. B. 173, C. A ; Harris y. Beauchamp Brothers, [1894] 1 Q. B. 801, C. A. ; 
Edwards db Co. v. Picard, [1909] 2 K. B. 903, (). A. 

(d) Re Shephard, Atkins y. Sh^hard (1889), 43 Ch. B. 131, 0. A, per F&t, L. J., 
at p. 138 ; see title Execution. 

(e) See title Imtbbplbadxb. 
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bailors were concerned ; but in the event of dispute between them, each 6 bot. i. 

might bring an action of detinue claiming the property against the Nature and 
bailee* In such case the bailee might at law require them to Extent of 

settle the dispute between themselves ; and the process of inter- 
pleader applied also in cases of finding, where two parties claimed 
the thing found against the finder (/). But the process was only 
available in detinue, and when detinue fell into disuse and was 
replaced by trover, interpleader at common law became still further 
restricted, and in practice recourse was had to the similar relief 
afforded in equity (g). 

66. Subject to certain restrictions as to the nature of the claims Rqnitable 
made against the person desiring to interplead, the Court of Chancery >^edy* 
extendi the remedy to all cases to which in conscience it ought to 
extend — that is, where a person not interested was exposed to con- 
flicting claims (//) —whether an action or suit had been commenced 
by any claimant or only a claim made (t). Thus it applied to cases 
where two or more persons severally claimed delivery of the same 
property, or payment of the same debt, or rendering of the samo 
duty, under different titles or in separate interests, from another 
person, and the latter did not know to which of the claimants he 
ought to deliver the property, or pay the debt, or render the duty (k). 

The jurisdiction in equity was supplementary to that at law in the 
sense that a bill of interpleader would not lie where there was a 
remedy by interpleader at law (Z), and to some extent equity followed 
in interpleader the analogy of the remedy at law (m). 

67* To maintain a bill of interpleader it was necessary that Cases of 
the plaintiff should himself claim no interest in the subject-matter Interpleader 
of the suit (n). And interpleader did not lie wWe the person hold- 
ing the property, or owing the debt or duty, was under a contract 
with, or in a relation to, one of the claimants which rendered 
him personally liable to that claimant apart from the question of 
property (o). Thus it did not lie where an agent was exposed to 
claims by his principal and also by a third party (p), unless an 

(/) Mitford on Pleadings, p. 141 ; Crawahay y. Thornton (1837), 2 My. & Cr. 

I, 21. 

ig) Story, s. 805 ; see as to interpleader at law, Reeves, History of Enirlish 
Law (Finlason), VoL II., pp. 637 ot aeq, 

Ot) See Langaton y. BcyhUm (1793), 2 Ves. 101. 

(0 Mitford on Pleadinga, p. 141 ; Joma y. Tlwmaa (1864), 2 Sm. & G. 186. 

In Pearaon v. Cardan (1831), 2 Russ. & M. 606, 613, Lord Brougham described 
tbe jurisdiction in interpleader as strictly a concurrent juris^ction ; but there 
was no exact line of demarcation between the concurrent and auxiliary jurisdic- 
tions, and it is needless now to attempt to draw one. 

{k) Story, B. 806; Mitford on Pleadings, p. 48; Crawahay y. Thornton, aupra, 
at p. 21 ; Glyn y. Dueahtiry (1840), 11 Sun. 139, 147 ; Steveking y. Behrena 
(1837), 2 My. & Or. 681 ; Hoggart y. CuiU (1841), Cr. & Ph. 197 ; Deaborough 
y. Harria (1855), 6 De G. M. & G. 439. As to conflicting claims to money 
due Tinder a charterparty, see Buaden y. Pope (1868), L. R. 3 Exch. 269. 

(Z) Langaton y. Boylaton, aupra; Burnett y. Andbaram (1816), 1 Mer. 406. 

(m) Metcalf y. Hervey (1749), 1 Ves. Sen. 248. 

{n\ Mitchell y. Hayvu (1824), 2 Sim. & St. 63 ; Moore y. Uaher (1836), 7 Sim. 383. 

I o) See per Lord Ooitbniiam, L.O., in Crawahay y. Thornton, rwpra, 
p) Cooj^ y. Be Taatet (1829), Taml. 177 ; Pearaon y. Cardan (1831), 2 
Russ. & M. 606, 609 ; Crawahay y. Thornton (1837), 2 My. & Cr. 1, 22 — 24. 
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interest had been created by the principal in favour of the third 
party (g); or where a person claimed rent from a tenant adversely to 
the person whom the tenant had recognised as landlord (r), unless 
such claim arose derivatively out of the lessor’s title («). But inter- 
pleader lay in favour of a tenant where conflicting claims were made 
by persons entitled to annuities, or to divided parts of a rentcharge 
secured on the land (a). Interpleader lay also where one of the 
conflicting claims was legal and the other equitable ; and where both 
were equitable (h). In the last case the proceedings were entirely 
in equity. Where the claims, or one of them, were legal, they were, 
as far as practicable, adjudicated upon in equity ; but where necessary 
the parties were ordered to interplead at law, or an issue at law was 
directed (c). 

(▼iii.) BilU of Peace, 

68. The principle that the Court of Chancery would interfere 
to prevent multiplicity of suits was the foundation of the jurisdiction 
to entertain bills of peace. By a bill of peace the plaintiff sought 
to establish a right which was capable of being, or had actually 
been, disputed in several actions, and claimed a perpetual injunc- 
tion against future litigation (d). It might be resorted to either 
where one person claimed or defended a right against many, or 
where many claimed or defended a right against one (c). It lay, 
for instance, where one person claimed a right of way extending 
over the lands of several landowners, and the bill might be filed 
before any action had been commenced at law (/). It was sufficient 


(7) Smith V. Hammond (1833), 6 Sim. 10 ; Wriyht v. TrttrcZ(1827), 4Russ. 215, 
220. And if, after a deposit, the depositor assigned his interest, and a dispute as 
to the assignment arose between him and the assignee, the depositary might 
interplead {Crawftird v. (1842), 1 Hare, 436, 440). 

(r) Metcalf v. Hervey (1749), 1 Ves. Sen. 248; Dungey v. Angove{llM)f 2 
Ves. 804, 310; Orawahay v. Thornton, supra ; Suart r. Welch (1839), 4My. &Cr. 
305, 316, 317 ; Cook v. Ui^sslyn (Earl) (1859), 1 Giff. 167. “ The true doctrine, 
supported by the authorities, would seem to be, that in cases of adverse 
inuopendeut titles, the party holding the property must defend himself as well 
as he can at law ; and he is not entitled to the assistance of a court of equity ; 
for that would be to assume the right to try merely legal titles upon a controvei-sy 
between different parties, whore there is no privity of contract between them 
and the third person, who calls for an interpleader ” (Story, s. 820). 

(«) Uodgee v. Smith (1787), 1 Cox, Eq. Gas. 357 ; Clarke v. Byne (1807), 13 
Ves. 883 ; Jew v. Wood (1841), Cr. & Vh. 185. 

(a) Aldrich v. Thompson (1787), 2 Bro. 0. 0. 149 ; Angell v. Hadden (1808), 
15 Ves. 244; (1809), 16 Ves. 202; (1817), 2 Mer. 164; Mitford on Pleadings, 
p. 142, n. (p) ; Story, s. 811, 

(h) Story, s. 808; Paris v. Qilham (1813), Coop. G. 66; Bolton (Duke) v. 
Williams (\WJ), 4 Bro. C. C. 297, 309; 2 Ves. 138, 151, 152; Morgan v. 
Marsack (1816), 2 Mer. 107 ; Wright v. Ward (1827), 4 Buss. 215 ; see Martiniue 
V. Helmuth (1817), 2 Ves. & B. (2nd ed.) 412, n. 

! c) Story, 8. 822. 
d) Story, s. 853. 

e^Stoy, B. 854; Milford on Pleadings, p. 146; Tenham v. Herhert (1742), 

(/) York Corporation V, TVfHtigf on (1737), 1 Atk. 282; b&o Sheffield Water • 
works V. Yeoman (1866), 2 Ch. App. 8 ; City of London Sewers Commissioners v. 
Olasse (1872), 7 C7h. App. 456. A plaint could oome into equity on a legal title 
^fore establishing his title at law, in order to prevent multiplicity of suits or 
irremediable injustice * otherwise he had to e^blish his title at law before 
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to make some onlj of the adverse claimants parties, and an issue Bur. i, 
was in general directed to settle the question of title at law. If the Natan and 
result was favourable to the plaintiff’s title, a decree was made Extent of 
restraining further litigation upon it(jr). Similarly, where some 
persons sued on behalf of themselves and others in respect of the d'^dlo- 

same right, as where certain of the tenants of a manor sued the lord _!^ 
on behalf of all the tenants to establish a right of common (h). 

In certain cases — ^notably in ejectment — the courts of common 
law did not treat one action as finally determining the right as 
between the parties or their successors in title, but allowed the same 
question to be repeatedly litigated (i). In equity, however, after a 
question had been satisfactorily settled at law, a perpetual injunction 
would be granted to restrain further litigation (A;). And in suitable 
cases the remedy by injunction is still available to prevent vexatious 
litigation (1). 

(iz.) Ne exeat regno, 

69. The writ of ne exeat regno, which was issued in certain Writ of «« 
cases to prevent a defendant from leaving the country during the 
pendency of the suit, was chiefly incidental to the exclusive 
jurisdiction. Formerly, where a claim was made at law, the plaintiff 
could arrest the defendant on mesne process and require him to give 
bail for his appearance (mi). The writ of exeat regno was used for 

obtaining relief in equity by way of perpetual injunction {Wdhif v. Rutland 
{I>uke) (1773), 2 Bro, Pari. Caa. 39). Gonseauently where a legal right was in 
dispute between two only, one of them could not sue in equity to establish his 
right and be quieted in the possession of it {Tenham v. Herbert (1742), 2 Atk. 

483 ; Weller y, Smeaton (1784), 1 Bro. 0. 0. 572). 

(y) Stoiy, s. 854. 

(A) Smith y, Brownlow (Earl) (1870), L. B. 9 Eq. 241. It is sufficient if the 
plaintiffs sue in respect of a common right, although they may have different 
rights infer ee (Warrick v. Queen'e College, Oaj/ord (1871), 6 Oh. App. 716, per 
Lord Hathbrlet, L.C., at p. 726). So, to prerent a multiplici^ of suits, several 
copyholders might file a bill to be relieved from an excessive fine, though such 
a Dill could not be filed by one only (Cowper v. Clerk (1732), 3 P. Wms. 155). A 
similar o^ect is now attained by the joinder of plaintiffs or defendants under 
E. S. 0., Ord. 16, rr. 1, 4 ; see title Praotiob and Procbdube. 

(i) Bath (Earl) v. SAsriotn (1706), Prec. Ch. 261, where Lord Cowper, L.O., 
considered that this was a mevance which Parliament, and not the Court of 
Chancery, should correct, out his refusal to interfere was overruled by the 
House of Lords (see next note). 

(k) Bath (Earl) v. Sherwin (1709;, 4 Bra ParL Caa. 373, n. In this case 
there had been five trials. In Leighton v. Leighton (1720), 1 P. Wms. 071 ; 4 
Bro. Pari. Cas. 378, the injunction was granted after two trials, both adverse 
to the defendant in equity ; see Dewmeher v. Newenham (1804), 2 Sch. k Lef. 

199 208. ' * 

(l) Grt^ (J, 8 .) V. Loam, Bulteel v. Orepe (J.) (1887), 37 Ch. D. 168, 0. A. ; 

Kinnaird (Lord) v. Field, [1905] 2 Ch. 306, 0. A. ; or an action may be dismissed 
on this ground (Egbert v. Short, [1907] 2 Ch. 205). See E. 8. 0., Ord. 25, r. 4 : 

Re Norton'e Settlement, Norton v. Norton, [1908] 1 Oh. 471, 0. A.: Re Paae 
Hitt V. Ftadgate, [1910] 1 Ch. 489, C. A. ^ 

(m) Arrest on mesne process at law has been abolished, and a corresponding 
but more restricted process is riven by s. 6 of the Debtors Act, 1869 ^2 A 33 
Viet a 62). Where a plaintiff at law proves on oath that he has a good cause of 
action for £50 or upwards against the defendant, and that there is probable cause 
for believing that the defendant is about to leave England, and that his absence 
wiU XMaterially prejudice tto plaintiff *ii the prosecution of the actiem, iho 
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a correBponding purpose in equitable demands (n). It was only 
issued after a bill had been filed, and was not available in cases of 
legal demand (o), except where equity had concurrent jurisdiction, 
as in account (p). It thus constituted a species of equitable bail (q). 
For the writ to be issued it was essential that the claim should be a 
debt or pecuniary demand ; certain in its nature and not contingent; 
and presently due. Hence the writ was not available where the 
claim was unliquidated or in the nature of damages (r). And it had 
to be clearly established by the evidence that the amount claimed 
was due (r), and that the defendant was about to leave the country (t). 
It was not necessary to show that he was going abroad to avoid the 
demand ; it was sufficient if the debt would be in danger (a). The 
writ was also available for the purpose of enforcing alimony ordered 
to be paid by the Ecclesiastical Court, since that court could not 
compel the husband to find bajj (b ) ; but it was available only for 
arrears and costs (c). 

The writ of tie exeat regno is, since the Judicature Acts, still 
available in the case of equitable claims, but apparently it is 
restricted to claims which, if they were legal, would fall within 
8. 6 of the Debtors Act, 1869 (d). Otherwise the principles govern- 
ing the former practice prevail, and the writ is only issued where 
the demand is a liquidated pecuniary demand, not contingent, and 
presently payable (e); though, where a peremptory time for 


defondant inay be arrested and imprisoned for not more than six months till he 
gives security not to go out of England without the leave of the court. But he 
cannot be kept in prison after final judgment (Uume v. Druyff (1873), L. R. 8 
Exch. 214). As to the practice, see B. S. 0., Ord. 69 ; and title jPhactice and 
P nOCEDTJRE. 

(n) The writ was a prerogative writ, and was originally used for political 
purposes. In the sixteenth century it came to be used in equity in aid of civil 
process (Story, s. 1407) ; but it was applied in cases of private right with groat 
caution and jealousy {Tomlinaon v. liarruon (1802), 8 Yes. 32; see WUitchouse 
V. Partridge (1818), 3 Swan. 366, 379). 

(o) Ex parte Brunker (1734), 3 P. Wms. 312; see Jachem v. Petrie (1804), 
10 Ves. 164. 

(p) Jonea V. Almhein (1810), 16 Ves. 470 ; Flack v. Holm (1820), 1 Jac. & W. 
406, 414 ; Lees v. Patterson (1878), 7 Ch. E. 866. Since there was concurrent 
jurisdiction in matters of account, the writ was allowed in a case where the 
defendant admitted a balance to be due from him, though the plaintiff alleged 
that the amount due was greate^Jbnc# v. Sampson (1803), 8 Ves. 593). 

(y) Etches v. Lance (1802), 7 Ves. 417 ; see Ex parte Brunker^ supra. After 
bail given at law, the writ was not issued (Amsinck y. BarUay (1803), 8 Ves. 

(rj Cocky. Bavie (1801), 6 Ves. 283; Blaydes v. Calvert (1820), 2 Jac. & W. 
211 . 

U) Jenkins v. Parkinson (1833), 2 My. & K, 6, 13 ; but with respect to the 
balance of an account, it was enough to swear to belief that a certain sum was 
due {f^de v. Whitfield (1816), 19 Ves. 342 ; Jenkins v. Parkinson^ supra). 

U) Etches V. Lance, sup^; Hydey. Whitfield, supra; Jones y. Alephsin, supra. 

(a) Tomlinson v. HaiTison, supra. 

(b) Vandergucht De Blaquiere (1838), 8 Sim. 316, 322. 

(c) Dawson y. Dawson (1803), 7 Yes. 173. 

(a) Drover v. Beyer (1879), 130h. D. 242, 0. A.,per Jbssxl, M.B,, atp. 243 
** U nder the present practice the writ of ne exeat regno is not to be issued except 
in cases which come within the provisions of s. 6 of the Debtors Act, 1869.*’ 
See title CoNSTironoaAL Law, Vol. VII., p. 84. 

(e) Colverson ?. Bloomfield (1886), 29 Ch. D. 341, C. A. 
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payment of money already due has been fixed by the court, this Skjt. i. 
last requirement does not prevent the issue of the writ before Nature and 
that time(/). 

Sect. 2. — The Present Exercise of Equitable Jurisdiction by all J^dlc- 
Divisions of the High Court 


70. The twofold system of jarisdiction at law and in equity Union of th« 
was put an end to by the Judicature Act, 1878 (jf). The general 
scope of the Act was to enable a suitor to obtain by one proceeding ^ 

in one court the same ultimate result as he woula previously have 
obtained either by having selected the right court, as to which there 
was frequently a difficulty, or after— as was sometimes necessary — 
having been to two courts in succession (A). This was effected by 
uniting the High Court of Chancery, the superior courts of common 
law, and the other superior courts into one Supreme Court of 
Judicature (i), which was divided into the High Court and the Court 
of Appeal (k), and transferring to.theHigh Court the jurisdictions of 
these various courts, including the jurisdiction of the High Court of 
Chancery as a common law court as well as a court of equity (1). 

Certain matters, comprising the chief heads of the jurisdiction of 
the old Court of Chancery — administration of estates, partnerships, 
mortgages, raising of portions and other charges on land, realisation 
of property subject to liens and charges, execution of trusts, rectifica- 
tion and cancellation of deeds, specific performance, partition, 
and wardship of infants — were specially assigned to the Chancery 
Division of the High Court (m). 


71. The fundamental idea of the Judicature Act, 1873, is to All remedies, 
avoid multiplicity of proceedings (n). This is expressed in the pro- 
vision that the High Court and Court of Appeal, in every cause ^Santed*’ 
or matter pending before them, shall grant all such remedies as in same 
any of the parties may appear to be entitled to in respect of every proceedings, 
legal or equitable claim properly brought forward by them in the 


(/} S(^ey V. Sohey (1873}, L. B. 15 Eq. 200. If the defendant does not move 
to discharge the wnt, it will be deemea to have been properly issued, and he 
cannot recover damages for any irregularity {Leea v. Patterson (1878), 7 Oh. 1). 
866 ). 

(.v) 36 & 37 Viet. 0 . 66; and see title Oouets, Vol. IX., pp. 51—65. 

(/t) TerkingUm v. Magee, [1902] 2 K. B. 427, per Ohaknell, J., at p. 430. 

(0 Judicature Act, 1873 (36 & 37 Vici o. 66), s. 3. 

(If) Ihid., 6. 4. “ The court is now not a court of law or a court of equity ; it 
is a court of complete jurisdiction” {Pugh v. Heath (1882), 7 App. Oas. 235, per 
Earl Caibns, at p. 237) ; see Sait v. Cooper (1880), 16 Oh, D. 544, 553, 0. A. ; 
Antrim Land etc, Co, v. Stewart, [1901] 21. B. 357, 0. A., per PALLEB, O.B., at 
p. 364. 

(l) Judicature Act, 1873 (36 A 37 Viet, c. 66), b. 16. 

(m) The effect of tdie J udicature Acts is frequently referred to as ** the fusion 
of law and equity,” but exoeptbn has been taken to the accuracy of this phrase. 
**It was not any fi^n or anything of the kind; it was the vesting in one 
tribunal the administration of law and equity in every cause, action, or dispute 
which should come before that tribunal ** {Salt v. Cooper, supra, per Jsbsel, IAB., 
at p. 549). 

p Middleton (1883), 11 a B. D. 464, 0. A., per Bbstt, M:.B., at 
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cause or matter (o); so that, as far as possible, all the matters so in 
controversy between the parties may be completely and finally 
determined, and all multiplicity of legal proceedings concerning 
any of such matters avoided (p). 

72 . This general declaration of the policy of the Act is 
preceded by particular provisions : (1) that a plaintiff claiming to 
be entitled to any equitable estate or right, or to relief upon any 
equitable ground against any deed, instrument, or contract, or 
against any right, title, or claim asserted by the defendant, or to 
any relief founded on a legal right which formerly could only have 
been given in equity, shall receive in the High Court the same 
relief as would formerly have been given by the Court of 
Chancery (g) ; (2) that a defendant claiming to be entitled to any 
equitable estate or right, or to relief upon any equitable ground 
against any deed, instrument, or contract, or against any right, 
title, or claim asserted by the plaintiff, or alleging any ground of 
equitable defence to any claim of the plaintiff, may use such claim 
or such ground of equitable defence by way of defence to the claim 
of the plaintiff as effectively as he could have done in a suit in 
Chancery (r) ; (3) that a defendant may counterclaim in respect of 


(o) Judicature Act, 1873 (36 & 37 Viet, a 66), b. 24 (7); see O'Keeffey, Walsh, 
[1903] 2 I. B. 681, 0. A., per Lo^ O’Bribn, O.J., at p. 709. But this clause 
does not extend the remedies previously available. It only enables the High 
Ootui and every branch of it to give effect to all the remedies which could have 
been given before the Act by any court which was made a member of the High 
Court {The James WestoU, [1905] P. 47, at p. 61 ) ; see The Becepta, [1893] P. 266. 

(p) The provision of s. 24 (71 is expressed in wide terms, and applies to any 
remedy whatever, and to any claim, whether the original claim or not, which is 
brought forward in the cause and relates to the matter in dispute in the cause. 
The cause is pending so lon^ as the final judgment remains unsatisfied, and 
hence a receiver may be aupointed by way of equitable execution upon applica- 
tion in the action, althougn there was originally no claim for a receiver {Salt v. 
Coop^ (1880), 16 Ch. D. 644, 660, 0. A.). But this principle has not been 
applied to a charging order on shares obtoined by a judgment creditor, and 
to enforce the order a new action must be brought {LeggoU v. Western (1884), 12 
Q. B. 1). 287 ; Kolchmann v. ifcMrice, [1903] 1 K. B. oM, 0. A.). 

(jf) Judicature Act, 1873 (36 & 37 Yiot. o. 66), s. 24 (1). But an equitable 
olaim is still subject to the rule that a plaintiff who comes for equity most do 
equity, and he may be put upon terms {Lodge v. National Union Investment Co., 
Ltd., [1907] 1 Ch. 30m; though he may get a declaration of his mere legal 
right without terms {Chapman v. Michadsmi, [1909] 1 Ch. 238, C. A. ; see 
note (^, p. 71, post). 

(f) Juoicature Act, 1873 (36 & 37 Viet. o. 66), s. 24 (2), Thus in a foreclosure 
action the mortgagor may raise questions as to the mortgagee’s charges which 
would formerly have required the filing of a cross bill {Eyre v. Hughes (1876), 
2 Ch, D. 148) ; in an action for a debt by a trustee, tiie defendant may set up 
a claim of his own against the cestui que trust {Dankes v. Jarvis, [1903] 1 K. B. 
649) ; a legal right to possession of land cannot be enforced if the defendant 
has an equitable right to prevent its enforcement {Warren v. Murray, [1894] 
2 Q. B. 648, 0. A., per Lord Eshbk, M.R., at p. 662) ; where there is an equit- 
able claim by the defendant to have a deed set aside, the King’s Bench Division 
can treat it as set aside for the purpose of the action, though an action in the 
Chancery Division must be brought to set it aside in the future {Mostyn y. West 
Mostyn Coal and Iron Ch, (18t6), 1 0. P. D. 146, 160) ; and the court, if there is 
evidence on which it can rectify an instrument on the ground of mistake, can 
treat it as rectified (Breslauer v. Barwt^ (1876), 24 W. B. 901), and order per- 
formance of an agxeement thus rectified {OVey v, Fisher (1886), 34 Ch. D. 367 ; 
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any equitable estate or right, or other matter of equity, and also in 
respect of any legal estate, right, or title, and may obtain relief 
accordingly to the same extent as in an action instituted by him 
against the plaintiff; and also may claim and obtain relief against 
other persons, whether already parties or not(«) ; (4) that the High 
Court shall recognise and take notice of equitable estates, titles, and 
rights, and equitable duties and liabilities appearing incidentally in 
the course of any cause or matter, in the same manner as the Court 
of Chancery would have recognised and taken notice of the same in 
a suit in Chancery (a). Since full legal and equitable relief can 
now be given in the same court, it follows that it is no longer 
necessary, as under the former practice (f^), for a court administering 
equity to restrain by injunction the prosecution of proceedings at 
law ; and injunctions for this purpose are accordingly abolished, it 
being provided that any matter of equity which would have afforded 
ground for an injunction may be relied on by way of defence (c) ; 
but the former right to apply for a stay of proceedings is 
preserved (d). 


Borrowes v. Delaney ^1889), 24 L. R. Ir. 603 ; Blirewehury and Talbot Cab and 
NoiseJeea Tyre Co. v. Shaw (1890), 89 L. T. Jo. 274 ; doubted by Nevillb, J., 
in Thompson v. Hickman ^ [1907] 1 Ch. 650, 661). But effect will be given to the 
defence only upon equitable terms. Thus a aefendant setting up an equitable 
right to a lease must consent to accept a legal lease on the terms of the equitable 
lease {Thellusson v. Liddard, [1900] 2 Ch. 635, 646). And a defendant resoiting 
to equity for his defence must take the equitable principles applicable to the 
circumstances in their entirety {Steeds v. Steeds (1889), 22 Q. B. I). 637, 641). 

(a) Judicature Act, 1873 (36 & 87 Viet. o. 66), s. 24 (3). The mere fact that 
a defendant counterclaims m an action in the King^s Bench Division for 
rectification of a deed or specific performance is not in itself a ground for trans- 
ferring the action to the Cnancery Division {Storey v. Waddle (1879), 4 Q. B. D. 
289, G. A.) ; and as to counterclaims, see McGowan v. Middleton (1883), 11 
a B. D. 464, C. A. 

(а) Judicature Act, 1873 (36 & 37 Viet. o. 66), s. 24 (4). Thus, a legal right, 
such as that of an execution creditor, is subject to all equities affecting the 

{Simultaneous Cohmr Printing Syndicate y. Fowerakery [1901] 1 K. B. 
771 ; compare Re Standard Manufacturing (7o., [1891] 1 Ch. 627, 641, C. A.); 
where money is borrowed without authority, the equitable right of subrogation 
is recognised {Vannatyney. Maciver, [1906] 1 K. B. 103, 109, 0. A,); where 
an instrument has been obtained by undue influence, the equity arising there- 
from renders it unenforceable {Chaplin & Co., Ltd. v. Brammall, [1908] 1 K. B. 
233, C. A.); and effect is given to equities in interpleader proceedings ( fZsAer 
V. Martin (1889), 24 Q. B. D. 272; Jennings ▼. Mather, [1901] 1 K. B. 108, 
116). 

(б) See p. 47, ante. 

(c) Judicature Act, 1873 (36 & 37 Viet. c. 66), s. 24 (6) ; Garhutt y. Fawcue 
(18751, 1 Ch. D. 165, C. A.; Wright y. Red^ave (1879), 11 Ch. D. 24, C. A. ; 
and this applies also to the Probate, Divorce and Admiralty Division ; Marshall 
y. MarshcUl (1879), 5 P. D. 19 (defendant in a suit for restitution of conjugal 
rights setting up a deed binding the plaintiff not to sue). 

(d) Proviso to Judicature Act, 1873 (36 & 37 Viet. c. 66), s. 24 (6). Conse- 
quently where an injunction could formerly have been obtained to restrain a 
mit, tne defendant can now apply at once for an order staying the action 
instead of waiting till he has delivered his defence; see JVhite y. Harrow (1901), 
60 W. E. 166. But an injunction could not have been obtained if there was a 
good defence to the action at law ; the plaintiff in equity was bound to show 
some equitable ground for relief ; and, apparently, tnis is still necessary in 
order to procure a stay of proceedings {brooking y. MaudsUiy, Son and Field 
(1888), 38 Ch. D. 636, 644). The proviso simply keeps alive the jurisdiction 
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Bsor.t. 73. The Judicature Act, 1873 (^), lays down certain rules, either 
Present varying or affirming the previous rules in equity or at law as^ to 

Exercise of specific matters— administration of insolvent estates, exemption 
Equitable of express trusts from the Statutes of Limitation, equitable waste, 
merger, actions by mortgagors in respect of the mortgaged land, 
assignments of choses in action, stipulations not of the essence 
of a contract, injunctions and receivers, and the custody and 
Butei of education of infants ; and then provides generally that in all 
DTcvaii^ other matters in which there is any conflict between the rules of 

^ ^ * equity and the rules of the common law, the rules of equity shall 

prevail (/). This provision relates to matters of substantive law 
and not of mere practice (g) ; it does not mean that the procedure 
of the Court of Chancery is to be followed in ordinary common 
law actions (/t). 

Distinction 74. It is not provided by the Act that legal and equitable rights 
between legal Hhall be treated as identical (i); and the same distinction exists 
r Jh?not*'^^^ between legal and equitable estates and interests as before the Act (&). 

abolished. ^ [ ] 

wbiob existed before the passing of the Act. It confers no new jurisdiction to 
stay proceedings {The James Wtstull, [1905] P. 47, C. A.). 

(tf) 36 & 37 Viet. c. 66, a. 25 (1) — (8), (10;; see IWhington v. Magee^ [1902] 2 
K. B. 430, 431. Sub-s. 1, as to the administration of insolvent estates, is 
replaced by s. 10 of the Judicature Act, 1875 (38 & 39 Viet. c. 77). 

(/) Judicature Act, 1873 (36 & 37 Viet. c. 66), s. 25 (11) ; see Pugh v. Heath 
(1882^, 7 App. Gas. 235, 237, where it was said that the effect of the Judicature 
Acts has not been to abolish the distinction between law and equity. Both legal 
and equitable principles are now administered by the same tribunal, and where 
the rules of equity and the rules of law are at variance with reference to the 
same matter, the rules of equity are to prevail. It has been questioned whether 
this provision has any substantial operation (Maitland, Equity, pp. 156—159), 
and in general the rules of equity are concernea with different matters from those 
at law and do not conflict with them ; see Powell v. Brodhurst, [1901] 2 Ch. 160, 
164, that payment of a debt to one of two joint creditors is still a discharge of 
the debt ; out instances of the prevalence of an equitable rule will be found in 
Job V. Job (1877), 6 Ch. D. 562, p. 48, note (^), ante ; Lowe v. Dixon (1885), 16 
a. B. 1). 455, p. 30, note (a), ante; Vibart v. Coles (1890), 24 Q. B. D. 364, 0. A., 
p. 36, note (m), ante; Steeds v. Steeds (1889), 22 Q. B. D. 537, p. 164, note (7), 
post ; and in Qibhs v. Guild (1882), 9 Q* B. D. 59, 0. A. (Statutes of Limitation 
excluded by fraud). 

{g) La Granae v. McAndrew (1879), 4 Q. B. D. 210. “Practice” and 
“ Procedure ” denote the mode of proceeding by which a right is enforced, as 
distinguished from the law which gives or de&es the right (Poyser v. Minors 
(1881), 7 a B. D. 829, 335, C. A.). 

(/*) Harrison v. Rutland (Du^e), [1893] 1 Q, B. 142, 149, C. A. Thus, in an 
action on a money bond accord ana satisfaction may now be pleaded without 
any release under seal, in accordance with the former rule in equity {Steeds v. 
Steeds^ supra) ; and payment to one of two obligors is not necessarily a defence 
to a claim by the other, since in equity they are primd facie interested as tenants 
in common {Steeds v. Steeds, supra ; see Powell v. Br^hursi, supra), 

{i) Joseph V, Lyons (1884), 15 Q. B. D. 280, 286, 0. A. 

{k) Thus, an assignment of after-acquired chattels still gives only an equit- 
able interest {Joseph v. Lyons, supra; Hallos v. Robinson (1885), 15 Q. B. D. 
288, G. A.); an equitable assignment of leiseholds does not operate as a legal 
assignment {Gentle v. Faulkner, [1900] 2 Q. B. 267, 275, 277, 0. A.) ; the owner 
of an equity of r^emption has, apart from statute, only equitable rights, and 
cannot enforce his rights against a tenant as though he wore legu owner 
{Matthews v. Uslm, [1900] 2 ^ B. 535, 0. A.). Though, where a person entitled 
m equity to an intorat in land under an agi^ment is also entitled to sneoiflo 
performance, imd to have his interest tumM into a legal interest, he will, in a 
court having jurisdiction to order speciflo performance, be treated as having 
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Where the court is dealing with questions of legal right, the s«jt. 8. 
principles established at law prevail (Q. ^ Present 

Moreover, relief on equitable grounds is only obtainable in cases Exercise ol 
where it would have been granted by a court of equity before the ® 

Act. Consequently the equitable doctrine that part performance 
will take a contract for sale of land out of the Statute of Frauds 
has not been extended by the Act to other contracts generally, such — 
as a contract of service (m). But in matters of procedure a person 
equitably entitled may have an advantage by reason of the fusion 
of jurisdiction. Thus the plea of purchase for value without notice 
is now no bar to discovery in aid of the legal title (n). 

Part il. — Principles Affecting Relief in 
Equity. 

Bbot. 1. — Equity acts in Personam. 

75. A court of equity operates primarily in personam and not Equity acts 
in rem(o); and in the exercise of its jurisdiction in personam it 
will compel the performance of contracts and trusts relating to 
property which is not locally within the jurisdiction (p). And 
actions for foreclosure of mortgages or for accounts between 

the rights of a legal owner {Walsh v. Lonsdale (1882), 21 Ch. D. 9, 0. A.) ; eoe 
Manchesfer Brewery Co, v. CvomU, [1901] 2 Ch. 608, 617. 

(1) Colls V. Home and Colonial StoreSt Ltd., [1904] A. 0. jp. 179, 188. 

(w) Britain v. RossiUr (1879J, 11 (J. B. D. 123, 0. A. “ The true construction 
of the Judicature Acts is that tney confer no new rights ; they only confirm the 
rights which previously were to he found existing in the courts either of law 
or of equity ; if they did more, they would alter the lights of parties, whereas 
in truth they only change the procedure,” per Biiett, L.J., at p. 129 ; and see 
per Cotton, L.J., at p. 131 ; Stumore v. Campbell cfc Co., [1892] 1 Q. B. 314, 316, 

0. A. But the doctrine of part performance probably applies to all contracts of 
which the Court of Chancery would have Ranted specific performance, and 
apparently these were not confined to contracts for s^e of land {Maddison y. 

Aldtrson (188.T),8 App. Cas. 467,474 ; McManusv. Cooke (1887), 36 Ch. D. 681, 690). 

(n) /na, Coupe & Co, v, Emmerson (1887), 12 App. Cas. »00 ; and see p. 78, met, 

(oj See Ashb., p. 61. But the Oovat of Chancery found it necessary toenrorce 

its decrees by process against the properW of the defendant, and this it did by 
sequestration {ibid,^ p. 41) ; and see title J^ecution. 

[p) Archer v. Preston (undated), cited in Arglaese v. Muschamp (1682), 

1 Vern. 76, 77 ; Penn v. Baltimore (iSord) (1760), 1 Vea Sen. 444; 1 Wnite dt 
Tad. L. C., 7th ed., p. 766 (as to the speeme performance of a contract relating 
to land situate abroad) ; Kildare {Earl) y. Eustace (1686), 1 Yem. 419; Ewing 
y. Orr Ewing (1883), 9 App. Cas. per Lord Selborne, L.O., at p. 40 ; JJs 
Clinton^ Clinton y. Clinton (1903), 61 W. B. 316 (as to the execution of trasts 
of property situate abroad!. See notes to Arglasse y. Muschamp, sujfra ; and 
see the statement of the limits of the doctrine in Deschamps y. Miller, [1908] 

1 Ch. 866, per Parkeb, J., at p. 863. 

(o) ToBer y, Carteret (1705), 2 Vern. 494 (foreclosare of mortgage of Island 
of &rk) ; Paget y. Ede (1874), L. E. 18 Eq. 118 (land in the West Indies) ; 

Athol (Earl) y. Derby (EaW) (1672), 1 Cas. in Ch. 220 (portions charged on 
Isle of Man; ; Be Courtney, Ex parte Pollard (1840), Mont. & Ch. 239 (enforce* 
ment of equitable mortgage of land in Scotland); Duder y. Ameterdamsch 
Trustees Kanioor, [1902] 2 Ch. 132 (equitable char^) ; compare British South 
A frica Co, y. De Beers Oonsolidated Mines, Ltd,, [1910] 1 Ch. 364 (clog on the 
equity of redemption of foreign property declar^ inyalid); in 0. A. (1910), 34 
Sol. Jo, 679. 



66 


EomTT, 


8ww. 1. mortgagor and mortgagee (r), or for a receiver («), are entertained 

Sanity in this country though the mortgaged property is out of the 

acts in jurisdiction. The same is the case with regard to actions relating 

Persoram. ^ property abroad in which relief is sought on the ground of 

fraud, since fraud is upon the conscience of the party (a); or 
where relief is sought on the ground that a jud^ent obtained 
abroad is being made the instrument of gross injustice (b). 

Limiu of the But the court will only intervene where the defendant is resident 
juriidiction. here(c); and where its order can be executed by the process of the 
court. Consequently there can be no order for partition of property 
abroad, since this would involve the sending of a commission out of 
the jurisdiction (d) ; nor can there be a decree for delivery of posses- 
sion of land situated abroad (e\ nor for recovery of a rentcharge, for 
which the proper remedy is a local action (/) ; nor would a court of 
equity under the former practice direct an issue at law to try the 
validity of a will of lands abroad (g ) ; nor will it determine a claim 
depending on the title to land in a foreign country strictly so called 
—that is, being no part of the British dominions or possessions — 
simply because the parties happen to be here (h ) ; unless, having 

i 'urisdiction as to personalty, it extends its jurisdiction to the realty 
because the two are so mixed together that it is impossible to separate 
them(i). And the court will not interfere where there is already 
litigation in the appropriate foreign court (j). Nor will it make an 
order which involvesia breach of the foreign law properly governing 
the property or its disposition (k). 

Where the relief prayed falls within the above principles, the 
jurisdiction is exercisable not only in respect of property in the 
dominions of the Crown, but also in foreign countries (1). 


M BcoU V. Neehitt (1808), 14 Yes. 438 ; see also titles Mortqagx ; Receivers. 

(j) Mercantile Investment Trvst Co. v. River Plate Trust Co., [1892] 2 Ch. 303. 

(a) Angus v. vinous (1737), West temp. Hard. 23; see Arglasse v. Muschamp 
(1862), 1 Vem. 75. 

(51 Cranstown [Lord) v. Johnston (1790), 3 Yes. 170, 183. 

(c) Matthaei v. Oalitzin (1874), L. R. 18 Eq. 340 ; see Cookney v. Anderson 
(1863), 1 De O. J. & Sm. 366. 

(d) Cartwright v. Pettus (1675), 2 Oas. in Oh. 214 ; S. 0., sul, nom, Carteret v. 
PeiUu 2 Swan. p. 323, n. 

(ej Roberdeau v. Rous (1738), 1 Atk. 543. Partly on account of the difficulty of 
dealing with the possession, an action does not lie here for trespass to land 
abroad (RrifftA South Africa Co, y. Comjmnhia de Mocamhiguey [1893] A. 0. 602, 
625 ; and as to the jurisdiction in equity, see per Lord Hxbsciiell, L.O., at 
p. 626) ; see also title Action, Yol. 1., p. 51. 

(/) Whitaker y. Forbes (1875), 1 0. P. D. 51, 0. A. 

(g) Pike y. Hoare (17631, 2 Eaen, 182. 

(A) Re Hawthorne^ Qranam y. Masseu (1883), 23 Ch. D. 743. And the court 
will not make an order establishing a lien on foreign land [Norris v. Chamhres 
(1861), 29 Beay. 246). 

(1) Re Clinton y Clinton v. (1903), 51 W. B. 316. 

u) Notion y. Florence Land and Public Works Co, (1877), 7 Ch. D. 332. 

[Jk) Waierhousey, Stansfield (1851), 9 Hare, 234 ; see generally title Conflict 
OF Laws, YoL YI., pp. 798 et seg, 

(2) Angue y, AnguSy supra: though some of the oases oonhned the juns« 
diction to dominions of the Crown ov the nrinoiple that the diflmnt courts 
of equity derive their jurisdiction ftom ^ same Muioe [Foeter v. Vassall 
(1747), 3 Atk. 587) ; and as regards Ireland the additional reason was used 
that the English courts had a superintendent power oyer those in Ireland 
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Sbctt. 2. — Equity gm$ Account oj Profits, not Damages. 

76 . The principle underlying relief at law is that the plaintiff 
has suffered loss by the breach of contract or wrongful conduct of 
the defendant, and damages are awarded for the purpose of making 
good this loss. The principle underlying relief in equity is that the 
defendant has improperly received or withheld property, or profits 
from property— such property or profits belonging to the plaintiff 
— and he is required to restore the property, or to account for the 
profits (m). Thus at law the extent of the remedy is measured by the 
loss to the plaintiff, and this is covered by the damages awarded ; 
in equity the extent of the remedy is measured by the gain to 
the defendant, and this is ascertained by directing an account 
against him(n). These two measures may have quite different 
results (o). Hence, where damages were claimed the appropriate 
remedy was at law, and equity declined jurisdiction (p); and primd 
facie this was so in cases of breach of contract, and in ordinary 
cases of fraud (q). The remedy of specific performance in equity 
might carry, as incidental to it, a right to compensation (r) ; but, 
apart from statute, ordinary damages could not be given, either in 
substitution for or in addition to specific performance (a). Bo, a 
breach of trust does not give a remedy in damages, but a remedy 
by making the trustee restore the property with which he is 
chargeable, and account for profits which he has made, or 
which he is to be taken to have made (t). And an agent is 


{Fryer ▼. Bernard (^1724), 2 P. Wms. 261), a reason which of course is obsolete ; 
see Portarh'ngton (Lord) v. Soulby (1834), 3 My. & K. 104, 109. 

(m) ** The Court of Chancery never entertained a suit for damages occasioned 
by fraudulent conduct or for breach of trust. The suit was always for an 
equitable debt or liability in the nature of a debt. It was a suit for the 
restitution of the actual money or thing, or value of the thing, of which the 
cheated party had been cheated” {Be Collie^ Ex parie Adameon (1878), 8 Oh. D. 
807, 819, 0. A,). 

(n) See Aeho., p. 52. 

(o) Nelson V. Bridges (1839), 2 Bear. 239, per Lord Lanodale, M.B., at 
pp. 243, 244. 

(p) Clifford V. Brooke (1806), 13 Ves. 131 ; Blore v. Sutton (1817), 3 Mer. 237, 
248 ; Story, s. 794. Or equitable relief might be granted so far as appro* 
miate without prejudice to an action for damages {Omilim v. Stone (1807J, 14 
Yes. 128. Equity did not intei’fere with damages at law on the ground of their 
being excessive {Hooker v. Arthur 0^71), 2 Hep. Ch. 33 [62]). 

{q) Newham v. May (1824), 13 Price, 749, 732; see as to damages for loss 
caused by fraudulent prospectus, Twvcross v. Grant (1877), 2 0. P. 1). 469, 0. A. 

(r) Newham v. May^ supra ; though compensation is ordinaiily to be sought 
at law and cannot m obtained in equity {Olinan v. Coolie (1802), 1 Sch. & Lef. 
22, 25> 

(a) See Todd v. Oee (1810), 17 Ves. 273 ; 8ainsh»ry v. Jones (1839), 5 My. 
ft Cr. 1 ; and as to the statutory jurisdiction to give damages in addition to or m 
lieu of an injunction or specific performance, see pp. 12, 51, ante, 

{t) Ludlow Corporation v. Chreenhouse (1827), 1 Bli. (N. 8.) 17, 58, H. L. ; 
Be Collie, Ex parte Adameon^ supra. Since the remedy is by way of account, 
it is not in the nature of a penal remedy (see v. Alford (185^, 4 De 

G. M. ft G. 843, 851 ; Be Barclay, Barclay v. Andrew, [1899] 1 Oh. 67A, 
683). It follows that the cestui que trust, getting the beneBt ox the breacu 
of &ust, may be better off than if the breach of trust had not been com* 
mitted (see per Lord Cottenhah, L.O., in Greenlaw t. King (1841), 5 Jur* 
18, at p. 19). 
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iiccotintablo in equity to his principal for secret profits which he 

has made (a). ^ j 

The same principle attended the granting of injunctions, and an 
injunction against breach of copyright or infringement of patent 
was accompanied by an account of the profits made by the 
defendant, not of the actual loss to the plaintiff (b). At the present 
time all divisions of the High Court have jurisdiction to give 
damages, and hence a plaintiff has his option either to have an 
account of profits or to have damages, but he cannot have both. 
If he takes an account of profits he condones the infringement (c). 

77. Where an action of the nature of tort is brought for 
unliquidated damages, the death of the wrongdoer is a defence 
available for his legal personal representatives, in accordance with 
the maxim actio jpersonalis inoritar ciun persona ; and in matters 
within the concurrent jurisdiction, the same principle applies to the 
corresponding equitable remedy (d). Where, however, as a result 
of the tort, property, or the proceeds or value of property, belonging 
to another have been appropriated by the deceased person, and 
added to his own estate or money, so that his estate has been 
directly benefited, then a claim for the amount thus appropriated 
can be maintained against his assets (e). 

Sect. 8 . — Equity follows the Law, 

78. Jurisdiction in equity is exercised upon the principle that 
equity follows the law.*’ But this maxim of course is not 

universally true, or there would never have been occasion for the 
development of a separate code of equitable principles (/). It 
means that equity treats the common law as laying the foundation 
of all jurisprudence, and it does not depart unnecessarily from legal 

! )rinci^les(( 7 ). In matters coming before it which depend solely on 
egal rights — as in legal claims arising in the course of an adminis- 
tration action— equity applies the rules of law as the appropriate 
system ; in such cases the rules of law are in fact binding in equity. 
And, when equity has to regulate the equitable interests which it 
has itself created, it acts, so far as possible, on the analogy of the 
legal rules applicable to the corresponding legal interests, and only 
departs from this analogy in exceptional cases Qi), 


(a) Parker v, McKenna (1874), 10 Ch. App. 96, 118; Hay's Case (1875), 
10 Oh. App. 696 ; see title Agency, Vol. I., pp. 189, 190. 

(h) Hogg v. Kirby (1803), 8 Yes. 216, 223. 

(cj NeiUmh V, Beits (1871), L. E. 6 H. L. 1 ; De Vitre v. BeiU (1873), L. E. 6 
H. li. 319. 

(d) Peek v. Oumey (1873), L. E. 6 H. L. 377 ; Be Duncan, Terry v. Sweeting, 
[1899] 1 Ch. 387. 

(<•) Phillips V. Homfray (1883), 24 Ch. D. 439, 464, 0. A ; see Winchester 
{Bishop) V, Knight (1717), 1 P. Wma. 406 ; see also title Tort. 

(/) When the court finds the rules of law right, it will follow them ; but 
then it will likewise go beyond them {Paget v. Qes (1763), Amb. 807, per Lord 
HARI>WlCKE,atp, 810). 

(a) Burgess v. Wheats, A,-Q. v. Wheats (1769), 1 Eden, 177, per Clabkk, 
M.K,, a^. 195. 

(A) ** Hie law is dear, and courts of equity ought to follow it in tibeir judg- 
ments concerning titles to equitaUe estates ; otherwise great uncertainly om 
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Thus in regard to the limitations and incidents of equitable Bbot. 8. 
estates the rules of law are in general followed, and departures Eauity 
from them are exceptional Such exceptions occurred when equity follows the 
declined to allow dower out of equitable estates, or to make an 
equitable contingent remainder depend for its validity on a sufiScient 
preceding vested interest, or to allow an equitable estate to 
escheat (i). Equity also followed the law as regards limitation of 
actions, and it applied the Statutes of Limitation as a bar to 
equitable estates, either by way of analogy, or, as it was some- 
times said, because they were binding on a court of equity (j). 

Where a covenant is void at law, a court of equity will not attempt 
to enforce it by injunction. In such cases it is the duty of equity 
to follow the law (k). And where there can be no action on the 
covenant at law, because the same person is a party to it both as 
covenantor and covenantee, an action does not lie on the covenant 
in equity. If an equitable claim can be supported, it must be in 
respect of a liability existing independently of the covenant (Q. 

Sect. 4. — Equality i$ Equity, 

79. The maxim that “ equality is equity ** (m) expresses in a Equality <8 
general way the object both of law (n) and equity, namely, to effect 
a distribution of property and losses proportionate to the several 
claims or to the several liabilities of the persons concerned. For 
equality in this connection does not mean literal equality, but pro- 
portionate equality (o). This doctrine of equality, however, operated 
more effectually in a court of equity than a court of law(p), and 
was exemplified in many departments of equitable jurisprudence. 

Thus, equity preferred a tenancy in common to a joint tenancy, 
whether as between purchasers, mortgagees, or partners, with a 
view to excluding the right of survivorship (q) ; and a joint account 


confusion would ensue** {Cowper v. Cowper {Earl) (1734), 2 P. Wms, 720, 
Jekyll, M.R, at p. 753 ; see Both {Earl) v. Sherwin (1710), 10 Mod. Eep. 1, 3). 

(i) See pp. 93, note (r), 95, notes (d), (cV po$L 

Ij) Cholmondtley {Marquit) v. Clinton {Lord) (1821), 4 Bli. 1, H. L., per Lord 
Rkdesdale, at p. 119; Hovenden v. Anneslei/ {Lord) (1806), 2 Sch. & Lef. 607, 
per Lord Eedesdale, at p. 630 ; and see p. 174, pa$L 

{k) Norden/eli v. Maxim NordenfeU Qune and Ammunition Co.^ [1894] A. 0. 
535, 563. 

(l) Ellia ▼. JTerr. ("1910] 1 Ch. 529, 

(m) Or equity delights in equality.” The maxim in this form was attributed to 
I/ord Somers, L.C. {Petit v. Smith (1695), 1 P. Wms. 7, 9). See also Be Accrington 
Corporation Steam Tramways Co., [19091 2 Oh. 40,^ Swinfew £adv, J., at p. 44. 

(n) In the form ** equity is equality ” the maxim was current at law from the 
time of Bracton ; but in this connection ** equity ** appears to have referred to 
the equitable construction of statutes, so as to include cases omitted by the 
legislature, though within the spirit of the statute ; ** in j>arihus rationibus, paria 
jura ** (Co. Litt. 24 b ; 2 Plowd. 467). The law, however, recognised the equity 
of proportionate distribution of bene6t and loss. ** In cequali jure the law 
requires equality ; one shall not bear the burden in ease of the rest, and the law 
is grounded in great equity ** {Bering v. Winchdsea {Earl) (1787), I Cox, Cas. 
318; 2 White & Tud. L. C., 7th ed., p. 538. 

(o) See Stod v. Dixon (1881), 17 On. D. 825, 830; Ker v. Ktr (1869), 4 L B. 
Eq. 15, 28. 

(p) Bering v. Winchdsea (EarV), supra, 

(^) Lake v. Craddock (1732), 3 P. Wms. 158 : 2 White A Tud. L. 0., 7th ed., 
952 ; PeMy v. Styward (1632), 1 Oh. Bep. 31 [57] ; Jtfereys v. SmaU (1683), 1 
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SioT. I. clause in a mortgage is not treated as necessarily excluding several 
EqnaUtvis titles to the mortgage money (r). So, in the distribution of pro- 
Kqnity. perty, the highest equity is to make an equality between parties 
standing in the same relation, though this cannot be done contrary 
to the plain meaning of a deed («). 

Upon the same principle equity formerly intervened to set aside 
an illusory appointment, and to compel an equal appointment under 
a power (0 ; and the rule gave rise to the rateable distribution of 
* equitable assets between specialty and simple contract creditors (w). 

In like manner a court of equity, more effectually than a court 
of law, adjusts losses so that they shall fall in due proportion upon 
the persons liable ; and upon this equity is grounded the doctrine 
of contribution as between sureties (a), and also other doctrines 
which are intended to apportion losses, such as average (&), and 
abatement of legacies ; and perhaps, also, the doctrines of marshal- 
ling (c) and refunding {d) have the same origin. 

Sect. 6. — He who seeks Equity must do Equity. He who comes 
into Equity must come with Clean Hands. 

Eqa!tj and 80. A court of equity in granting relief peculiar to its own 
good conduct jurisdiction acts upon the rule that he who seeks equity must do 

piaSiUff equity (e). By this it is not meant that the court can impose 

^ * arbitrary conditions upon a plaintiff simply because he stands in 

that position on the record (/). The rule means that a man who 
comes to seek the aid of a court of equity to enforce a claim must 

Vem, 217; U$her y. Ayleward (1686), 1 Vera. 360; Lake v. Oibson (1729) 1 

Eq. Cas. Abr. 291 ; Rigden v. Vallier (1751), 2 Ves. Sen. 252, 258; Morley y, 
J3trd (1798), 3 Yes. 628, 631 ; SUeds y. Steeds (1889), 22 Q. B. D. 537, 541 ; and 
a joint tenancy, where it exists both at law and in equity, is severed by a 
contract for sale {Brown v. Raindle (1796), 3 Vos. 256) ; or other contract for 
value, such as an ante-nuptial marriage settlement {Coldwell y. Fellowee (1870), 
L. R. 9 Eq. 410; Re llewett, Ilewetty, JIalltUf [1894J 1 Ch. 362); but not by 
the marriage by itself unless the effect is to vest the interest of the wife in the 
husband (Re Butler's Trusts^ Hughes v. Anderson (1888), 38 Ch. D. 286, 0. A.), 
(r) Re Jackson, Smith v. Sibthorpe (1887), 34 Ch. D. 732. 

(fl) Hulme y. Chiity (1846), 0 Beav. 437, yer Lord Langbale, M.R., at p. 443. 
(t) Hibson v. Kinven (1682), 1 Vera. 66 ; Wall v. Thurborne (1686), 1 Vern. 
356, 414 ; see Oraker y. Parrott (1677), 2 Cas. in Ch. 228, 230. And the court, if 
it has itralf to exercise a power, does so on this principle (Salusbury y. Denton 
(1857), 3 K. & J. 529, 538 ; see title Powers. 

(tt) Wdestoncroft v. Long (1663), 1 Cas. in Ch. 32 ; Hixon v. Wytliam (1675), 
1 Cas. in Ch. 248 ; Anon. (l681), 2 Cas. in Ch. 54. 

(a) Dering v. Windidsea (Earl) (1787), 1 Cox, Eq. Cas. 318 ; 1 White & Tud. 
L. 0., 7th ed., p. 538. Early cases on the subject are Peter v. Rich (1630), 1 
Rep. Ch. 19 [34] ; Morgan v. Seymour (1638), 1 Rep. Ch. 64 [120] ; Swain y. 
Wall (1641), 1 Rep. Oh. 80 [149] ; see also title Guarantee. 

J b) See Shqtpard y. Wri^t (169^, Show. Pari. Cas. 18. 

c) Kennoule (Lord) v. Record {Earl) (1676), 1 Cas. in Ch. 295. 
a) Francis, Maxims of Equity, pp. 9 et seq. As to the early doctrine of 
unding, see Nod v. Robinson (1682\ 1 Vem. 90. But the doctrines both of 
marshalling and refunding only illustrate the maxim in the sense that they 
secure ultimately the projMr distribution of property. 

(f) '* The principle of this court is not to give relief to those who will not do 
equity** (Davis y. Marlborough (Duke) (1819), 2 Swan. 108, per Lord Eldon, 
^ ^fn^tsea Island Building Society y. Barday, [1895] 2 Ch. 298, 

(/} Hanson y. KsaHng (1844), 4 Hare, 1, 6. 
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be prepared to submit in such proceedings to any directions which 

the known principles of a court of equity may make it proper to He who 

give ig ) ; he must do justice as to the matters in respect of which 

the assistance of equity is asked (ft). In a court of law it is other- 

wise: when the plaintiff is found to be entitled to judgment, the 

law must take its course ; no terms can be imposed (t). 

Thus, where a husband has to come into equity to recover 
property to which he is entitled in right of his wife, the court only 
assists him on terms of his making a suitable settlement out of the 
property in favour of his wife (ft). And the rule was, probably, the 
foundation of the doctrines of the consolidation (2) and tacking of 
mortgages (m); and after the Statute of Frauds a charge arising by 
way of deposit of deeds without any memorandum in writing was 
sometimes founded on the same principle (n ). Where a person 
in possession of property has, under a mistaken belief that he is 
entitled to it, expended money in permanent improvements, the true 
owner, if he has to assert his title in equity, is required to do 
equity by repaying this money (o) ; and, generally, one who in 
good faith incurs expense in dealing with the property of another — 
as in getting coal — is allowed his expenses (p). And a borrower 
who seeks for equitable relief against a security which is voidable 
in equity, or which is void by statute, obtains it only on the terms 
of paying the money which is properly due (q). Similarly, when a 


(y) Colvin v. Jlartivell (ISJjT), 5 Cl. & Fiu. 484, 622; see 8huh v. Fvaler 
(1748), 1 Ves. Sen. 88. 

(h) (Hh$on V. Ooldimid (1854), 5 De G. M. & G. 757, 765, 0. A. 

U) Deek$Y. Strutt (1794), 5 Term Bep. 690, 693. 

[k) Tidd v. Lister (1852), 10 IJare, 140, 153; Sturgis v. Champneys (1839), 
6 My. & Cr. 97, 105 ; Hanson v. Keating (1844), 4 Ilaie, 1, 4 ; see title lIusBAND 
AND Wife. 

(/) Mills V. Jennings (1880), 13 Ch. D. 639, 646, 0. A. 

(m) SL John v. Hol/ord (1668), 1 Cas. inCh. 97 ; Dacres{Lord) v. Crompelcire, 
1668), 2 Caa. in Ch. 87 ; Bromley v. Hamond (1679), 2 Cas. in Oh. 23. Hence 
originally the mortgagee might tack a bond debt a^inst the mort^gor {Antm, 
(1698), 3 Salk. 84). Subsequently this was not lulowed, since the bond debt 
was not a charge on the land ; and, though tacking was allowed as against an 
heir or devisee in whose hands the land was subject to payment of bond debts, 
this was put on the ground of avoiding circuity of action (see ShuUleworth v. 
Layeock (1684), 1 Vem. 245; Troughton v. Troughton (1748), 1 Ves. Sen. 86; 
Elvyy, Norwd^ (1862), 5 De G, A Sm. 240; see Coleman v. Winch (1721), 
1 P. Wms. 775) ; see also title Mortgage. 

(u) Keys v. Williams (1838), 3 Y. & C. (EX.) 55, 60. But more usually it 
is oased on part performance (Whitmore v. Farley (1881), 29 W. B. 825; and 
see p. 92, post). 

(o) Neesom v. Clarkson (1845), 4 Hare, 97, 101 ; see Davey v. Durrani (1857), 
1 1)6 G. & J. 535 ; Plimmer v. Wellington Corporation (1884), 9 App. Cas. 699, 
P. C. But this application of the rule depends on the possessor’s ignorance of 
his want of title (Bamsden v. Dywn (1866), L. B. 1 11. L. 129, 141 ; compare 
Clavering's Case (undated), cited in Jaekson v. Cator (1800), 5 Yes. 687, 690) ; 
and see p. 168, post. 

(p) Peruvian Ouano Co. v. Dreyfus BtoUhtrs da Co,, [1892] A. 0. 166, 170 
n. (1). See also Trotter v. Madean (1881), 13 Ch. D. 574 ; Jfokey v. Dickinson 
(1881), 26 SoL Jo. 109; Livingstone v. Itawyards Coal Co. (1880), 5 App. Cas. 
25; Brown v. Dihbs (1877), 25 W. B. 776; Ashton v. Stock (1877), ibid. 
862 ; Jegon v. Vivian (1871), 6 Ch. App. 742. 

(q) Waller v. Dali (1676), I Cas. in Ob. 276 ; Bill v. Price (1687), 1 Vem. 467 ; 
Mason T. Qardiner (1793), 4 Bro. 0. C. 436. Where a security is void under 

2 of the Money-lenders Act, 1900 (63 A 64 Viet. c. 51), the borrower, if 
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8«oT, B. purchase is set aside, this is on terms of repaying the porchaM- 
Heirtio money with interest (r); and one who seeks an account must bo 
seeks prepared himself to account («). 

Bau^innst ^ refuses relief to a plaintiff whose conduct 

do Equity. ^ subject-matter of the litigation has been improper. 

He who comes This was formerly expressed by the maxim ‘‘He who has com- 
mitted iniquity shall not have equity,” and relief was refused 
“ith ci^n where a transaction was based on the plaintiff’s fraud or misrepre- 
haods. sentation (t), or where the plaintiff sought to enforce a security 
improperly obtained (a), or where he claimed a remedy for a breach 
of trust which he had himself procured, and whereby he had 
obtained money (b). Later it was said that the plaintiff in equity 
must come with perfect propriety of conduct (c), or with clean 
hands (tf). But this does not mean a general depravity; the 
conduct complained of must have an immediate and necessary 
relation to the equity sued for ; it must be depravity in a legal as 
well as in a moral sense (e ) : thus, fraud on the part of a person 
under disability deprives him of his right to equitable relief, 
notwithstanding his disability (/). Where the transaction is itself 
unlawful it is not necessary to have recourse to this principle. In 
equity, just as at law, no suit lies in general in respect of an illegal 


he asks only for a declaration that it is void, asserts a legal right, and is not 
put upon terms {Chapman v. Michadaon, [1909] 1 Ch. 238, C. A.) ; but if he goes 
further and asks for equitable relief — as if he asks for the security to be given 
up— he must be prepared to repay the loan {Lodge v. National Union Investmmt 
Co.f Ltd,, [1907] 1 On, 300); and see title Money and Money-lendino. 

(r) I^eacock V, Evana (1809), 16 Ves. 612; see Priestly v. WUhmaon (1790), 
1 Vos. 214. 

(•) Hanson v. Keating (1844), 4 Hare, 1, 6. 

(<) Jones V. Lenthal (1669), 1 Cas. in Ch. 154 ; see SmaU v. Bradcley (1707), 2 
Vem. 602 ; Francis, Maxims of Equity, p. 6. 

(a) Jiich y. Sydenham (1671), 1 Ous. in Ch. 202. So relief was not given 


agmnst a wilful forfeiture {Thomas v. Porter (1668), 1 Cas. in Ch. 95j ; and as 
to suppression of title deeds, see Oartside v. Ratcliff (1676), 1 Cas. in Ch. 292. 
(6) Nailv. Punter (1832), 6 Sim. 645. 

(cj HameU v. Yidding (1805), 2 Sch. & Lef. 649, 6.H. 

(a) Cadmanv. Horner (1810), 18 Ves. 10; Clermont {Viscount) v. Tashnrgh 
(1819), 1 Jao. & W. 112, p. 121 (both cases where specific performance was 
refused on the ground of misrepresentation) ; Roberts v. Cooper, [1891] 2 Ch. 
835, 0. A. (wife debarred by her conduct from equity to settlement). The 
phrase ** with clean hands ” has acquired currency in text-books, but is not 
often used judicially, or expressly made the ground of judicial decision, and it is 
sometimes used as the equivalent of the pnnciple stated in the previous para- 
graph ; see Fitzroy v. Qwillim (1786), 1 Term Pep. 163, where it was said by Lord 
Mansfield, C. J., that in an suitable action the plaintiff must ** come with clean 
hands according to the princmle that those who seek equity must do equity.*' 

(e) Bering v. Winchdsea {Earl) (1787), 1 Cox, Eq. Cas. 318, per Eyes, C.B., 
at p. 319 ; compare Jones v. Lenthal, supra, where it is said by the reporter that 
the iniquity must be done to the defen^nt himself. 

(/) Overton v. Banister (1844), 3 Hare, 603; Ndson v. Stocker (1859), 4 
Be G. & J. 468, 466, 0. A. (as to infants) ; Savage v. Foster (1722), 9 Mod. Bep. 36 ; 
Vaughan v. Vanderstegen (1864), 2 Drew. 363, 379 ; Re Lush* s Trusts (1869), 4 Ch. 
App. 691 (as to marrira women). A married woman restrained from anticipation 
cannot bind her separate estate by admission, any more than by assignment, 
and is therefore not debarred from claiming it by reason of her having by deed 
mistakenly admitted her interest to have ceased {Bateman {Lady) v. Faber, 
ri897] 2 Oh. 223 ; see Cahill v. Cahill (1883), 8 App. Cas. 420 ; and compare 
ifaenaghien v. Patersm, [1907] A. 0. 483, P. (1). 
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transactioDt but this is on the ground of its illegality, not by 
reason of the demerits of the plaintiff (^). 

Biot. B.^Equity looks on that as done which ought to be done, 

82* Equity looks upon that os done which ought to be done, 
or which is agreed to be done. But the maxim does not extend to 
things which might have been done ; nor will equity apply it in 
favour of everybody, but only of those who had a right to pray 
that the thing should be done (h) : thus, where the obligation 
arises from contract, that which ought to be done is only treated 
as done in favour of some person entitled to enforce the contract 
as against the person liable to perform it (i). The true meaning of 
the maxim is that equity will treat the subject-matter, as to 
collateral consequences and incidents, in the same manner as if 
the final acts contemplated by the parties had been done exactly 
as they ought to have been (A;). 


(y) Thus a suit in equity is not maintainable in respect of a gambling trans- 
action made unlawful by statute (see Quarrier v. CotnUm (1842), 1 Ph. 147); or 
where the intended use of property is immoml {Smith v. Hliite (1806), L. U. i Eq. 
62G) ; or where the claim is against an illegal company (Re South H'ii/et Atlantic 
Steamship Co, (187G), 2 Ch. D. 703, 0. A.) ; or is to protect the copyright in a 
libellous or immoral publication ( Walcot y. WalJcer (1802), 7 Ves. 1) j or to enforce 
a contract which is against public policy {Thomenn v. Thomson (1802), 7 Ves. 
470, 473), where, for instance, it is an agreement involving the abandonment 
of a criminal prosecution {Whitmore v. Farley (1881), 29 W. R. 826, 0, A. ; 
Windhill Local Hoard of Health v. Vint (1890), 46 Ch. D. 351, 0. A.). The 
objection that a bond given in consideration of future cohabitation is void 
prevails equally at law and in equity, and if the illegal consideration appears 
on the face of the instrument, relief is not given against it {Gray v. Mathias 
(1800), 5 Ves. 280) ; if the illegal consideration had to be proved by evidence 
outside the instrument, discovery was formoily granted in aid of this defence at 
law {IJenyon v. Nettle/old (I860), 3 Mac. & Q. 94 ; compare Franco v, Bolton 
(1797), 3 Ves. 308). In general, in such cases, the defendant is protected by 
the maxims ex turpi causd actio non oritur^ and in pari delicto melior est conditio 
possidentis^ which apply both in equity and at law ; and the principle that equity 
requires clean hands does not prevent the defendant from pleading the illegality, 
if be does not also rei^re to set up any equity on his own account {Moulis v. Owen^ 
[1907] 1 K. B. 746, C. A.). But in some circumstances, when the consi deration 
18 unlawful, and does not appear on the face of the instrument, relief may 
be given in equitv although the plaintiff is particeps criminis {Aytrst v. Jtrdcins 
(1873), L. R. 10 tki. 276, per I^ord Selborne, L.C., p. 282 ; see VoUanct^ 
VaUance v. Blayden (1884), 26 Ch. D, 363 ; Phillips v. rrohyn^ [1899] 1 Oh. 811 ; 
and compare Butty v. Chester (1842), 6 Beav. 103) ; and as to delivery up of deeds 
founded on illegal considerations, see Hayward v. Dimsdule (1810), 17 Ves. Ill ; 
Simply, Howden {Lord) (1837), 3 My. & Cr. 97 ; hound v. Urimwade (1888), 39 
Ch. D. 606 ; and see p. 63, ante, A covenant in a separation deed that tne parties 
shall live separate is enforceable in equity by an injunction against proceedings 
in the Divorce Court for the restitution of conjugal rights {Hunt v. Hunt (1862), 4 
De Q. F. A J. 22 1 ). As to the limits of the maxim ex turpi causd actio non oritur^ 
see Gordon v. Metropolitan Police {Chief Cummisstoner) (1910), 26 T. L. R 646, C. A. 

(A) Burgess v. Wheaie, A.^G, v. Wheate {VibO), 1 Eden, 177, per Olarkb, 
M.R., at p. 180. The maxim that equity imputes an intention to fulhi an 
obligation is of very limited application, and does not require explanation here ; 
see p. 139, post, 

(t) Be Anstis, Chetwynd v. Morgan^ Morgan v. Chetwynd (1886), 31 Ch. D. 696, 
0. A., per Iain>LEY, L.J., at p. 605 ; Be Plumptre*s Marriage Settlement, Under^ 
hBl v. Plumjdre, [1910] 1 Ch. 609, 619. 

(If) Foublanque, Treatise of Equity, Vol. L, p. 419 ; Story, s. 649. The ruie 
was said by lx>rd Hardwickx, L.C., to hold in every case, except in dower 
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Scot. e. The leading examples of the application of the manna are in 
Eanitf looks cases (1) where land has been directed by settlement or will to be 
on that as turned into money, and vice versa; and (2) where a contract 
done which remains executory on one side, but has been executed on the other, 
ought to be rule in all cases of the first kind is that what ought to have 
been done shall be taken as done— a rule so powerful as to alter 
the very nature of things, to make money land, and, on the con- 
trary, to turn land into money (Z). 

Ezampies. So in cases of contract, where the consideration has been 
paid or performed by one party, that party is treated as being 
entitled in equity to the same rights as if the contract had been 
performed by the other party, even though the contract has 
become in fact incapable of performance (m). And money which 
would have become due if the defendant had performed his 
contract will be treated as a debt in equity, although not a debt 
at law (n). Upon the same principle is based the efficacy of an 
assignment of after-acquired property. Neither in equity nor at 
law can there be an assignment of what has no existence. The 
assignment operates as a contract, and if it is for value, then when 
the property comes into existence equity, treating that as done 
which ought to be done, fastens upon the property, and the 
contract to assign becomes in equity a complete assignment (o). 
And a security given by a company for money advanced, though 
in law defective, is good in equity (p) if it is intra vires; and it 
may be intra vires to the extent to which the company has actually 
received money, and ultra vires as regards money advanced upon it 
to some other company (g). 


{CraUree v. BramhU (1747), 3 Atk. C80, GS7). Dower was not allowed out of 
etiuitable estates ; see p. 95, %)09t, 

(1) Lechmere v. CarlUlt (AaW)(l733), 3 P. Wins. 211, per Jektll, M.R., at 
p. 216 ; if V. //tt55McA:(1884), 13 Q. B. D. 275, C. A., per Bowen, L.J., at p. 289. 

(rn) Thus, where one in oonsideration of marriage agreed to take up his 
freedom of the city of Loudon within a year, but died after the year without 
having done so, his personal estate was divisible os if he had been a freeman 
{Frederick v. Frederick (1721), 1 P. Wms. 710). And the principle has been 
applied so as to give a wife a jointure under a power to jointure, though the 
power was not expressly exercised, an agreement to exercise the power having 
oeen made by the husband on the marriage {Coventry {Countess) y. Coventry 
(Karl) (1724), 2 P. Wms. 222). “In all cases where an agreement is entered 
into in contemplation of a valuable consideration, when that is performed, it 
is but justice and convenience that the purchaser should have an immediate right 
and ownership in what he hath so purchased “ (S. G., per Qilbset, B., Francis, 
Maxims of Eciuity, Appendix, p. 4). The conversion which is effected by a 
contract of sale rests iipon different grounds ; it is contingent upon the pomes 
being ultimately entitled to specific performance ; if this is the case, then, for 
certain purposes there is a retrospective conversion from the date of the 
contract ; see pp. 08, 110, post. 

in) See London^ Chatham and Dover ItaiL Co, v. South Eastern Rail. Cb., [18921 
1 Ch. 120, 143, 0. A. 

(o) CdUyer v. Isaacs (1881), 19 Ch. D. 342, C. A., per Jsssel, M.K., at p. 351 ; 
see Langton v. Ilorttm (1842), 1 Hare, 649 ; Uolroyd v. Marshall (1862), 10 
11. L. Cos. 191 ; see p. 104, post, 

(p) Re Strand Music Hall Co, (1865), 3 De O. J. & Sm. 147, 158, 0. A. ; Re 
Queensland Land and Coal Co., Davis v. Martin, [1894] 3 Ch. 181; Peggey. 
Neath and District Tramtoays Co,, Ltd., [1898] 1 Ch. 183. 

(9) Re Johnston Foreign Patents Co., Ltd,, Re Johnston Die Press, Ltd., Be 
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Sect. 7* — Equity does not allow a Statute to be made an Bbot.t. 

InetTument of Fraud. Equity does 

83. Equity does not allow a statute to be made an instrument statute^ 
of fraud (r). Under the Statute of Frauds trusts of land can be be made an 
created only in writing (js), and under the Wills Act, 1837 (0> rH Instrument 
testamentary dispositions must be in writing. Thus a person of Fraud, 
who takes real estate by instrument inter vivoe, or^ real or 
personal estate upon an intestacy or under a will, and in either 
case in pursuance of a parol arrangement, of which he was cogni« 
sant, that the property should be held by him upon trust, is not 
allowed to use the statute as a means of avoiding the performance 
of the trust. A court of equity does not set aside the statute, but 
it fastens on the individual who gets a title under it, and imposes 
on him a personal obligation because he applies the statute as an 
instrument for accomplishing a fraud (a). 

Thus, where a voluntary conveyance has been made upon a 
verbal arrangement that the grantee shall in certain events recon- 
vey, a reconveyance can be required notwithstanding the Statute of 
Frauds (b) ; and where the arrangement is that the grantee shall 
hold in trust for the grantor (c), or for another person (d), the trust 
will be enforced. Upon the same ground a conveyance absolute in 
form has been held to be a mortgage {e\ and an agent for purchase 
appointed by parol has not been allowed to retain the benefit of 
the purchase against his principal (/). In case of devolution on 
death the circumstances may be that the heir has procured an 
intestacy by representing that he would carry out his ancestor’s 
wishes {g\ or that a devisee or legatee has assented to the gift to 
himself being upon the terms of a parol trust (h) ; in either case 
the legal owner of the property is precluded from setting up the 
statute, and he must carry out the wishes of the deceased, so 
far as they are legal. Assent on his part during the testator’s 
lifetime is equivalent for this purpose to an actual promise to carry 


Johmtonia Engraving Co., Ltd., J. 1\ Trmi Co., Lid. v. Above Co$., [1904] 2 
Ch. 234, C. A. ; see title Companies, Vol. V., pp. 340, 739, 

(r) He Marlborough {Duke), Davie v. Whitehead, [1894] 2 Ch. 133, 141. 

(«) 29 Car. 2, c. 3, a. 7. 

{t) 7 Will. 4 & 1 Viet. c. 20, a. 9. 

fo) McCormick v. Qrogan (1869), L. E. 4 H. L. 82, per Lord Westbuky, at p. 97. 
{b) Uuichine v. Lee (i737), 1 Atk, 447 ; Davies v. Olty (1865), 35 Ileav. 208 ; 
Eawh V. Kaye (1872), 7 Ch. App. 469, per James, L. J., at p. 474 : “ The Statute 
of Frauds was uevor intended to })revent the court of equity from giving relief 
in a cose of plain, clear, and delil^rate fraud’' ; He Marlborough {j)uke), Davie 
V. Whitehead, tupra. 

Booth V. TurU (1873), L. E. 16 Eq. 182. 

Hoch^oucanld v. Boustead, [1897] 1 Ch, 196, 206, 0. A. 

Lincoln v. Wright (1859), 4 De rf. & J. 16, C. A. 

) Eeard v. Filley (1869), 4 Ch. App. 548; but see Jamet y. Smith, [1891] 



Of) McCormick v. Qrogan, eupra, at p. 88 ; see Caton y. CaUm (1866), 1 Ch. App. 
137, 149 ; French y. French, [1902] 1 I. E, 172, H, L.; Sullivan v. Sullivan, [1903] 
1 L E« 193. 


(/i) Thynn y. Thynn (1684), 1 Vem. 296; Stickland v. Aldridge (1804), 9 Yes. 
516; WaHgrave v. Tebbe (1855), 2 K. & J. 313, 321 ; Jonee y. Hadley (1868), 
3 Ch. App. 362 ; Be Maddock, Llewellyn y, Washington, [1902] 2 Ch. 220, 0. A ; 
•ee Be Put Bivers, Scott y, PiU Riven, [1902J 1 Ch. 403, 0. A. 
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out the testator’s wishes (t). Possibly the doctrine of part per- 
formance excluding the Statute of Frauds is based upon the same 
principle (k). 

Sect. ^.--Equity Javovt/rs a Purchaser for Value without Notice. 

84. The plea of “purchase for value without notice” is looked 
upon with favour in equity. Under the former practice it was 
frequently eflectual in defeating claims against a purchaser who 
could set it up; and though, since the Judicature Acts, its use has 
been greatly restricted, it is still available for a purchaser who has 
got in the legal estate, and will usually give him priority over 
equitable claims which rank before him in point of time ; and it is 
also available, without the legal estate, against equities as distin- 
guished from equitable interests. 

Formerly a court of equity refused to give any assistance against 
a purchaser for value without notice (Z). Thus it would not, 
against him, remove an outstanding term which hindered the 
plaintiff’s action at law(m), or order discovery (n), or deprive him 
of the possession of title deeds (o). The court did not inquire into 
the adequacy of the consideration (p) ; though it was necessary that it 
should have been actually paid before notice, and not merely 
secured (q) ; and the plea was available for any person entitled to 
rank as a purchaser — such as a mortgagee (r), or a person entitled 
under a marriage settlement («) — as well as for a purchaser on sale. 
The plea in substance admitted that the defendant had, as against 


(♦) Itu$8eU V. Jackton (1852), 10 Haro, 204; Moss v. Cooper (1861), 1 John. & 
II. 352. 

(A:) Frame v. Dawson (1807), 14 Ves. 386; Calon v. Caton (1866), 1 Ch. App. 
137, at p. 148 ; but compai’e Maddison v. Aiderson (1883), 8 App. Cas. 467, per 
Lord Selboune, L.O., at p. 476. 

(1) Jerrard v. Saunders (1794), 2 Ves. 454, per Lord LouonBOROTJOn, L.O., at 
p. 458. The plea was originally regarded as a shield to the possession {Strode 
V. Blackburns (1796), 3 Yes. 222, per Lord LouanBOROxJGn, L.C., atp. 225) ; and 
henoe it only protected a purchaser who had got into possession. But this 
theory was discwed ; and, indeed, the plea was usually required in the interest 
of an incumbrancer who had not obtained possession (Waltwyn v. Lee (1803), 9 
Ves. 24, 32 ; Joyce v. De Moleyne (1845), 2 Jo. & Lat. 374). 

(tn) Wullwyn v. Lee^ supra, at p. 31. 

(n) Basset y. Nosworthy (1673), Gas. temp. Finch, 102 ; 2 White & Tud. L. C., 
7th ed., p. 150. 

(o) v. Egerion (1734), 3P, Wms. 280 ; TVaJlwyn y. Lee, supra; Joyce y 
De Moleyns, supra, 

( p) Bassett y. Noeworthy, supra, 

Hardingham y. Nicholls (1745), 3 Atk. 301 ; TourvBle y. Naish (1734), 3 
P. Wms. 307 ; see Mdony y. Kernan (1842), 2 Dr. & War, 31, 38. It was 
said that the denial of notice must be a denial of notice at the execution of the 
deed and at the payment of the money (Story y. Windsor (Lord) (1743), 2 Atk. 
630 ; Jones y. Thomas (1733), 3 P. Wms. 243). But the matexial date is clearly 
that of the payment of the money, and in practice this is contemporaneous 
with or subsequent to the execution of the oonyeyance ; see Ashb., p. 74, 
note (^. 

(r) Willougliby y. WHloughly (1756), 2 Ves. Sen. 684; Brace y. Marlborough 
(Duchess) (1728), 2 P. Wms. 491. 

(a) Harding y. Hardrett (1673), Gas. temp. Finch, 9 ; see Lord Keeper y. Wyld 
(1682), 1 Vem. 139. As to lessees, see Re Kin^s Leasehold Estates, Ex parte 
East qf Londm BaiL Co. (1873), L. E.16 £q. 521, 525* 
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the plaintiff, no title, and its effect was simply to deny that the 

f ilaintiff was entitled to the special remedies provided in equity, 
f he had a legal title he was at liberty to assert this in the 
proper fornm (<)• 

85. Originally the plea was available against both equitable 
and legal claims (a). But it came to be restricted to cases where 
the defendant himself had the legal estate (1*), or where the legal 
owner was suing, under the auxiliary jurisdiction in equity, to 
obtain assistance, such as discovery, in bis action at law. 
Hence in later times the plea was not admitted against an equitable 
claimant (c), nor against a legal owner who sued on his legal title 
under the concurrent jurisdiction in equity (d), or who sued in equity 
for an equitable remedy — such as foreclosure — incident to his legal 
title (e). In other words, apart from the case where the plea was 
set up by a defendant who had the legal estate, it was only an 
absolute bar in equity when it was set up against a plaintiff who 
came into equity for assistance in an action at law without claiming 
substantial relief. If the plaintiff came into equity for substantial 
relief, and if his claim was based on a legal title, the court did not 
allow the plea to be a bar to the declaration of his right ; but it so 

U) WcUlviyn v. Lee (1803), 9 Yes. 24, at p. ?4. 

(a) There was a tendency at first to restrict the plea to cases where it was 
used as a defence to equitable claims ; see Burlace v. Oooke (1677)» Froem. (on.) 
24 ; liogera v. Seale (1681), Freem. (on.) 84. But its validity against legal claims 
came to be firmly established {Jerrard v. Saundere (1794), 2 Ves. 454 ; Wallwffn 
V. Lee^ eupra; Joyce v. De Moleym (1845), 2 Jo. & Lat* 374 ; v. Witkiue 

(1858), 17Beav.285]. 

(6) The position of the defendant was, of course, stronger if he himself had the 
legal estate or the best right to cull for it {Wilkea v. UMngton (1707), 2 Verii. 
599); and he could then maintain his priority for all purposes; see p. 81, post. 
But even without the legal estate he could use the plea fur the purposes stated 
in the text ; see Coly^ y. Finch (1850)^, 5_II. K Gas. 905, 920. 

This was ultimately held to be the effect of Williame v. Lamhe (1791), 3 
Brb.' 0. C. 264, where the plaintiff sued in equity for dower ; and of Collim v. 
ArcJijer (1830), 1 Buss. & M. 284, where the plaintiff sued in equity for an 
account of tithes. Apparently these coses were decided on the ground that the 
plea was no defence to a legal claim ; but in fact they were instances of claims 
made under the concurrent jurisdiction, and they were explained subsequently 
on this ground {Phillipe v. Phillipe, eupra). So soon, indeetl, as substantial 
relief is asked for in equity, the plea is bound to be rejected, for it means that 
a bond fide purchaser for value can get a title from a vendor without title, an 
extension to equity of the principle of sole in market overt for which there is no 
warrant; see A.shb., p. 68. It follows that the plea can be no more a 
defence to an equitable claim than to a legal claim under the concurrent juris- 
diction. In each case substantial relief is asked for, and the plea is therefore 
overruled. This appears to have been first perceived by I^ord Westbuet, L.O., 
in Phillipe v. PhiUtpe^ supra, but his decision involved a breach with current 
notions, and it did not pass without protest ; see Sugden, Vendors and Purchasers, 
Uth ed., p. 796. The course of the practice as to the plea was as follows : It 
was at first good against equitable claims ; then against ooth le^ and equitable 
claims; then against le^ claims under ^ auxiliary jurisdiction omy, and 
eqmtable claims ; and ultimately onljr against le^ ftloimn under the auxiliary 
jurisdiction ; but for some purpom it continue to be effective against legal 
claims under the concurrent junsdiction ; and it also remained effectiye against 
equities as distinguished from claims to equitable inteoests ; see p« IS, poet, 

(«) Finch T. Bhaw, Colyer v. Finch (1654), 19 Beav. 600, per Bomillt* 
M.lL, at p. 509 ; afi&rmea euh nom, Cdyer v. Finch, euprae 
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for gftV6 Gfifect to tho ploft fts to rofuso to intorforo with tho dofon- 
dant by depriving him of any advantage he had obtained, such ae 
the possession of title deeds, and it would not order them to be 
given up (/). If, however, the plaintiff’s claim was not based on 
a legal title, but was merely equitable, this distinction was not 
observed, and the court both declared who was entitled (ff) and gave 
possession of the title deeds as well (h). 

86. The effect of the Judicature Acts has been to give to all 
divisions of the High Court jurisdiction both at law and in equity, 
and consequently relief is now granted in each division in respect 
of legal titles upon the same principles as formerly governed the 
granting of relief to a legal title under the concurrent jurisdiction 
in equity. Hence the plea of purchase for value without notice is 
no bar to discovery in aid of a legal title (i), and, as before the Acts, 
it is no bar to discovery in aid of an equitable title. The court in 
which the action is brought gives the full appropriate relief to the 
legal or equitable title, and as incident to this relief it grants 
discovery (/c). Moreover, since complete relief is to be given in the 
same court, it has become impracticable for the court to declare 
the title of the plaintiff, and at the same time leave him to recover 
the title deeds elsewhere. The court in declaring the title of the 
plaintiff to the land must declare also his right to the title deeds, 
and must order them to be delivered to him accordingly (2). 

87 . But the plea of purchase for value without notice still 
avails against a plaintiff who is not seeking to establish a claim to 
an equitable estate or interest, but merely to enforce an equity, 
such as an equity to set aside a conveyance. Ordinarily an assignee 
takes subject to all equities to which the assignor was subject ; 
and this is the case where the assignee is a volunteer, and also 
where he is a purchaser for value if he has notice of the circum- 
stances which raise the equity (m). But if he is a purchaser for 
value without notice, the equity cannot be asserted against him (n). 


8V 


4 Oh 


(/ ) ** It is the practice of the court of equity to take nothing away from a 
purchaser for valuable consideration of that which he has bought and holds 
u/MiA V. CreaJock (1874), 10 Ch. App. 22, per Lord Oaibns, L.O., at p. 32) ; see 
Jleath V. Ihigh (1881), 6 Q. B. D. 345, 0. A. ; afiirmed sub nom, Fugh v. Heath 
f 1882), 7 App. Cas. 235. And hence the court would not order sale in lieu of 
foreclosure, since it could not order delivery of the title deeds to the purchaser 
[Heath v. Orealock, eupra), 

Stachhouee v. Jereey (Countee^ (1861), 1 John, & H. 721. 

Newton v. Newton (1868), L. H. 6 Eq. 135; reversed on facts (1868), 

> App. 143. 

(0 /«d, Ooo]ie d Co, V. Emmereon (1887), 12 App. Oas. 300. 

Uc) Ibid,^ per Lord Ssookns, at p. 306. 

(l) Re Cooper, Cooper v. Veeey (1882), 20 CJh D. 611, 0, A.; Mannere v. Mew 
(1885), 29 Ch. D. 725, 732—735 ; Be Ingham, Jonee v. Ingham (1893), 41 W. E. 
235, at p. 237. 

(m) ** A purchaser with notice is liable to the same equity, stands in the same 

S laoe, and u bound to do that which the vendor would be bound to do by the 
ecree ** {Taylor v. Stibbert (1794), 2 Ves. 437, 439). 

(n) Hamilton v. Boyee (1804), 2 Sch. & Lef. 315, 327 ; Dunbar v. Tredennick 
(1813), 2 Ball db B. 304, 319 ; Garrard y, Frankel (1862), 30 Beav. 445 ; 
Bainongge y. Brown (1881), 18 Oh. D. 188. But where the equity to set aside 
a oonveyanoe is enforced against a purohaseri this will, as a rw, only be upon 
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Trustees in bankruptcy and judgment or execution creditors take 
only what was vested in the bankrupt or debtor ; hence they do not 
rank as purchasers, but take subject to prior equities (o). A vendor's 
lien appears to be not a mere equity, but an equitable estate, and 
it avails against the purchaser and persons claiming under him, 
whether as volunteers or for value, other than a subsequent 
purchaser who takes the legal estate without notice ( p ) ; but the 
vendor may be postponed by his conduct (q). 

Sect. 9.— Equities rank in Order of Time. 

88. Where the legal estate is outstanding the priority of 
equitable interests is primd facie governed by the rule qui prior eel 
teinpcyre^ potior cet jnre(r). To depart from the rule there must be 
an act or omission by the prior equitable owner of such a character 
as to justify his title being postponed («). The rule follows from the 
principle that equitable interests depend on the creation of a trust. 
The creation of a trust vests an estate or interest in the subject- 
matter of the trust in the cestui que tmst ; and this estate or interest 
cannot be postponed to a subsequent interest except upon grounds 
which justify the interference with it as a vested interest (t). 
Against the enforcement of the prior equitable estate the plea of 
purchase for value without notice is, in the absence of the legal 
estate, no defence (a). In the case of a chose in action or trust 
fund a subsequent equitable incumbrancer without notice can gain 
priority if he is the first to give notice to the debtor or trustee (b ) ; 


the terms of repaying to him the purchase-money {Aldborough {Earl) v. Trye 
(1840), 7 Cl. & Fin. 436, 463). 

(o) \Vhitivorih y. Oaugain (1846), 1 Ph. 728; Kinderley v. JirvU (1856), 22 
Beav. 1, 27; Beavan v. Oor/ord {Earl) (1856), 6 Do O. M. & O. 507, 517 ; 
Miidell y, Thtmuu & Co,, [1891] 1 Q. li. 230, 238, 0. A. ; see titles Bank- 
ruptcy AND Insolvency, Vol. II., p. 154; Execution. 

(p) Madcreth y, Symmciu (1808), 15 Ves. 329 ; Rkt v. Rice (1853), 2 Drew. 
73 ; KMewell y, WaUon 11882), 21 Ch. D. 686 ; affirmed (1884) 26 Oh. D. 501, 
0, A. ; see Frail v, Ellis (1852), 16 Beav. 350. 

(q) Ricjt V. Rice, supra ; and see p. 80, post, 

(r) ** Wherever the legal estate is standing out, either in a prior incumbrancer, 
or in such a trustee as against whom the puisne incumbrancer has not the best 
right to call for the legal estate, the whole title and consideration is in equity, 
and then the general maxim must take place, gui prior est tempore, potior estjure ** 
nVillouijhhy v. Willoughby (1756), I Term Uep. 763, per Lord Uardwicke, 
L.C., at p. 773 ; see Bracey, Marlborough {Duchess) (1728), 2 P. Wms. 491, 496 ; 
Phillips V, Phillips (1861), 4 De O. P. & J. 208, 215). In Rice v. Rice (1853), 
2 Drew. 73, Kinoebsley, Y.-C., spoke of the rule as being the rule of last 
resort^ when there was no other ground for preferring one equity to the other ; 
but in fact it is the primd facie rule, and is only to be departed from on 
sufficient grounds. 

(a) TayJor v. London and County Banking Co,, London and County Banking Co, 
▼. Nixon, [1901] 2 Oh. 231, C. A., per Stirling, L.J., at p. 260. 

(0 Cory y, Eyre (1863), 1 De O. J. A Sm. 149, ^cr Tvuneb, L.J., at p. 167. 
** Every conveyance of an equitable interest is an innocent conveyance, that is 
to My, the ipwt of a person entitled merely in equity passes only that 
which he is justly entitled to, and no more ** {Phillips v. Phillips, supra, per 
Lord Wkstbuby, L.O., at p. 215 ; Cave y. Cave (1880), 15 Oh. D. 639, 646). 

(a) Phillips T. Phillips, supra; Be Vernon, Ewens A Co, (1886}, 33 Oh. D. 402f 
0. A ; and see p. 77, ants, 

(h) Seep. I03,psif. 
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b«ot. 9. but this doctrine does not apply to land, and a subsequent incum- 
Eauities brancer does not gain priority by giving notice to the person in whom 
rank in the legal estate is vested (c). 

Time. 89. In a contest between an equitable incumbrancer and a 
— legal mortgagee, the latter will not be postponed on the ground of 
his conduct unless he has been guilty either of direct fraud, or of 
claimant, such gross negligence as would render it unjust to deprive the 
prior incumbrancer of his priority (d). As between equitable 
claims the question is, whether one party has acted in such a way 
as to justify him in insisting on his equity as against the other (e), 
and it is possible that a less degree of negligence will suffice 
to postpone an equitable than a legal incumbrancer (/). But 
whatever may be the abstract test, an equitable mortgagee who is 
entitled to the title deeds as part of his security, and who omits to get 
them, is postponed to a subsequent equitable mortgagee who takes 
the deeds without notice (p ) ; and similarly, where the prior 
mortgagee, having obtained the deeds, parts with them, or allows 
them unduly to remain out of his possession, and thereby enables 
the subsequent advance to be obtained (//). 

On the other hand, an equitable owner or incumbrancer whose 
interest is such that he does not require the possession of the title 
deeds to support it — as in the ordinary case of trustee and cestui que 
trust, where the deeds are with the trustee — cannot be charged 
with any negligence if the trustee makes use of his possession of 
the deeds to commit a fraud, and is not postponed to a subse- 
quent equitable owner who has parted with his money on the faith 
of the title deeds (i ) ; unless the trustee purports to act under a 


(c) Jone$ V. (Hhh(m$ (1804), 9 Ves. 407 ; Jones v. Jmies (1838), 8 Sim. C33; 

V. Pike (1845), 6 Hare, 14; lie IHchards, If umber v. Richards (1890), 
45 Ch, D. 589 ; Iloj^kins v. Ilemsworth, [1898] 2 Gh. 347. This applies to 
equitable interests in leaseholds {Wiltshire v. Rabbits (1844), 14 Sim. 76; 
union Bank of London v. Kent (1888), 39 Ch. D. 238, 0. A. ; and see Taylor 
V. London and County Banking Co,, London and County Banking Co, v. Nixon, 
[1901] 2 Ch. 231, C. A.) 

{d) Oliver v. IlinUm, [1899] 2 Ch. 264, 274, 0. A. ; Northern Counties of 
England Fire Insurance Co, v. Whipp (1884), 26 Ch. D. 482, C. A. ; Manners v. 
Mew (1885), 29 Ch. I). 725. The omission to inquire for title deeds will post- 
pone a legal mortgagee to a prior equitable estate and will also postpone him to 
a sulisoquont equitable interest {Walker v. Linom, [1907] 2 Ch. 104, 114). In 
Mocatta V. Murgatroyd (1717), 1 P. Wms. 393, a first mortgagee who attested 
the second mortgage was postponed for not givine to the second mortgagee 
notice of his mortgage, liut it has been recognised that this went too far (see 
the reporter's note). 

(«) National Provincial Bank of England v. Jackson (1886), 33 Ch. D. 1, 0. A., 
per Cotton, L.J., at p. 13. 

(/) In Taylor v. Russell, [1891] 1 Oh. 8, C. A., Kay, J., at p. 17, considered 
that the test was the same in each case; but this was doubted by Lord 
Macnaquten in the House of Lords, [1892] A. 0. 244, at p. 262 : see Taylor 
V. London and County Banking Co., London and County Banking Co. v. Nixon, 
supra, at p. 260. 

(g) Farrand v. Yorkshire Banking Co, (1888), 40 Ch. D. 182; Be CasteU and 
Brown, Ltd., Boper ▼. CasteU and Brown, Ltd., [1898] 1 Gh. 315 ; Be Valleiort 
Sanitary Steam Laundry Co., Ltd., Ward ▼. Valleiort Sanitary Steam Laundry Co., 
Ltd., [1903] 2 Ch. 654. 

(h) Waldron v. Sloper (1852), 1 Drew. 193, 

(0 Cory T. Eyre (1863), 1 De O. J. 4t Bm. 149, per Tubhsb, L. J., at p. 169 ; 
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power vested in him — such as a trust or power of sale — and Sbot. 9. 

conveys the land by a deed containing a proper receipt clause (k). Equities 

If, however, the owner of property hands over title deeds to an 
agent in order to enable him to dispose of the property, but subject 
to restrictions, and the agent creates an interest in disregard of the 
restrictions, then the owner, whether his estate is legal (1) or 
equitable, is bound by the act of his agent, and is postponed to the 
interest thus created (m). 

Sect. 10. — The Legal Estate gives Priority. 

90 . When there is an existing equitable interest in property, The:egai 
and an interest is subsequently created in favour of a purchaser for estate gives 
value without notice of the earlier interest (n\ and such purchaser 
either gets in the legal estate at the time of his purchase, or, in 
certain circumstances, after his purchase, his possession of the 
legal estate gives him priority over the earlier equitable owner (o). 

The equities being equal except as regards time, the legal estate, 
properly got in by the owner of the later equitable interest, entitles 
him to hold the property either as absolute owner, or until his 
mortgage is discharged, as the case may be (p). There is, in the 
absence of notice or of any other circumstance to postpone him, 
other than that of being later in point of time, no equity attaching 
upon his conscience by virtue of which the court will deprive him of 
his legal advantage ; and the subsequent purchaser is entitled to the 
like priority if he has the better right to call for a conveyance of 
the legal estate (q). The importance which courts of equity, in 


Shropshire Union Railways and Canal Co, v. R. (1876), L. E. 7 II. L. 49(), per 
Lord Cairns, L.O., at p. 607 ; Carritt v. Real ana Personal Advance Co, (1889), 
42 Ch. D. 263 ; see Newton v. Newton (1868), 4 Ch. App. 143. 

(Ic) Lloyds Ravkf Ltd, v. i^wWocA;, [1896] 2 Oh. 192; but not where, the power 
beiii^? to sell only, the transaction is in effect one of mortgage {Capell v. Winter, 
[1907] 2 Ch. 376). 

{1) Perry Herrick v. Atwood (1857), 2 De G. & J. 21 ; Brockleshy v. Temperance 
Building Society, [1896] A. C. 173. 

(m) Rimmer v. Webster, {1902] 2 Ch. 163 ; see Truman v. Attenborough (1910), 
64 Sol. Jo. 682 ; and title Agency, Yol. L, pp. 204, 206. 

(n) A purchaser who has notice of an equitable interest must not rely on the 
assurance of the vendor that it has been got in, but must ascertain this for 
himself {Jared v. Clements, [1903] 1 Ch. 428, 0. A.). A contract which is 
merely personal and collateral does not create an equitable interest in the land 
so as to bind a purchaser taking with notice of it {Phillips v. Miller (1876), 
L. B. 10 C. P. 420, Ex. Ch.) ; but a hire-purchase agreement as to macnmery 
to be affixed to the land is not such a contract, and a purchaser with notice, 
or who has only an equitable estate, takes subject to it {Re Samuel Allen i 
Sims, Ltd,, n907] 1 Ch. 676). The term ** purchaser for value’* includes a 
mortgagee (Berwick & Co, v. Price, [1906] 1 Ch. 632). 

(o) Marsh t. Lee (1670), 2 Vent. 337. This is reason of that force this 
court necessarily and rightly allows to the common law and to legal titles ” 
{Wcrtley v. Birkhtad (1764), 2 Yes. Sen. 671, per Lord Habbwigke, L.O., 
at p. 674). 

(p) Bates Y, Johnson (1869), John. 304, 314; Bailey y. BameSf [1894] 1 Ch. 
26, 36, C. A. 

{q\ Wilkes v. Bodington (1707), 2 Yem, 699. This is so, for instance, where 
the legal estate is held upon trust for the subsequent purchaser {Stanhope v. 
Vemey {Earl) (1761), 2 Eden, 81 ; Maundrell v. Maundrdl (1806), 10 Yes. 246, 
270; BucJds y. MiUhdl (1812), 18 Yes. 100; Wilmat y. Pike (1846), 6 Hare, 
14 ; Taylor v. London ana County Banking Co,^ London and County BaiMng Co, 
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priorities, attach to the legal estate, is an instance of the 
general principle that equity follows the law (r). 

Moreover, the legal estate affords protection to a purchaser, 
not only where his title is impeached by reason of some secret 
act done by the vendor whereby he deprived himself of the right 
to dispose of the estate, but uso where the vendor never had 
such right, but induced the purchaser by falsehood as to a fact of 
title to believe that he had the right ; provided that the pretended 
title was clothed with possession, and that the falsehood could not 
have been discovered by reasonable diligence (s). The legal estate 
protects both against secret incumbrances on the vendor’s title 
and against entire want of title in the vendor (t). 

A purchaser with notice can protect himself by getting in the 
legal estate from a purchaser who took without nonce (u), unless 
the later purchaser is a trustee buying back trust property which 
he has sold, or there are other circumstances of fraud (a). 

91. If the later purchaser obtains a conveyance of the legal 
estate at the time of his purchase, and can support the plea of 
purchase for valuable consideration without notice, then the legal 
estate affords him an absolute protection (b). He does not lose the 
protection because the person conveying to him is a trustee holding 
upon an express trust ; and if the deeds offered to, and properly 
accepted by, him do not give notice of the trust, he is not deemed 
to take with notice because he subsequently uses as a link in his 
title a deed which discloses the trust but which was unknown to 
him when he purchased (c). The doctrine is also available for a 
trustee with the legal estate who makes an advance to the cestui 
que trust without notice of a prior charge on the equitable interest ; 
the legal estate gives him priority (d). 

^ 92. When a purchaser does not get in the legal estate at the 
time of his purchase, he may get it in subsequently from any person 
who is able to convey it to him without committing a breach of 
trust, and he thereby gains priority over any earlier equitable 


T. Niwon, p901] 2 Ch. 231, 263, 0. A.). The legal estate is not available where 
it passes by estoppel only, and where the estoppel is not binding on the prior 
claimant (%rs v. BurmeBter (1862), 10 H. L. Cas. 90b 

(r) See p, 68, ante, 

U) Jones V. Fotvles (1834), 3 My. & K. 681 ; Young v. Young (1867), L. E. 
3 801. 

(0 The plea of purchase for value without notice I’oquired an alle^tion of 
possession oy the person who conveyed to the defendant, but not of tos actual 
title ; it was enough that he pretended to be entitled (Mitford on Pleadings, 
p. 276, where the essentials of the plea are given; Ashb., p. 74; Filchery, 
jRawUns (1872), 7 Ch. App. 269, 266). 

(tt) Lowther ▼. Chrtton (1741), 2 Atk. 242 ; v. Biphosphated Ouano Co. 

(1878), 11 Ch. D. 827, 334. C. A. ; Kettlowell v. WaUon (1882). 21 Ch. D. 686, 707 ; 
Be Handman and Wilcox's Ccmfrocf, [1902] 1 Ch. 699, 609, 0. A. 

! a) Barrow's Case (1880), 14 Ch. v, 432, 445, 0. A. 

6) IHkher v. Bamins, supra^ at p. 269. 

e) FUcher v. BawHnSt supra, overruling Carter v. Carter (1867), 3 K. A J. 
(d) Newman ?. Nmiman (1886}« 28 Ch. D. 674. 
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interest of which he had no notice at the time of his purchase (e). 
It is immaterial that he has notice when he gets in the legal 
estate (f). Indeed, his having then received notice is usually the 
reason for his desiring to get in that estate (g). He may get it in, 
although proceedings have been commenced to establish the 
priorities, at any time before an order for that purpose is made (h). 
The most usual case of the legal estate being got in is when a third 
mortgagee, who has advanced his money without notice of a second 
mortgage, takes a transfer of the first mortgage with a conveyance 
of the legal estate. He can then squeeze out the second mortgagee, 
and hold the property until the first and third mortgages are both 
satisfied (t) ; at any rate if the first mortgagee has, at the date of 
the transfer, no notice of the second mortgage, and apparently, too, 
though he has notice (A:). This doctrine is known as the tabida in 
naufragio (Z). 

93. If the holder of the legal estate is a trustee for a person 
having a prior equitable interest, a subse(][uent purchaser cannot 
avail himself of the legal estate if he gets it in after notice of the 
trust, although he paid his money before notice. By taking a 
conveyance with notice of the trust he himself becomes the trustee, 
and must not, to get a plank to save himself, be guilty of a breach 
of trust (m), A satisfied mortgagee is a trustee for this purpose ; 

(e) Manh v. Lee (1670), 2 Vent. 337 ; Brace v. Marlborough (Diicheae) (1728), 
2 P. Wms. 491 ; Bailey v. Barnes, [1894] 1 Ch. 25, 0. A. 

(/) Blackwood v. London Chartered Bank of Australia (1874), L. E. 6 P. 0. 92, 

111 . 

{g) Worthy v. Birkhead (1754), 2 Ves. Sen. 671, 674 ; Willoughby v. Willoughby 
(1756), 2 Ves. Sen. 684. 

(/i) Brace y. Marlborough {Duchess), supra ; Worthy v, Birkhead, supra / Bailey 
V. Barnes, supra, at p. 37. 

(t) Brace v. Marlborough {Duchess), supra, 

(k) Peacock v. Burt (1834), 4 L. J. (ou.) 33. If notice to the first mortegee 
is immaterial, then the first mortgagee is able to prefer which of the second and 
third mortgagees he pleases. In Boies y. Johnson (1869), John. 304, 314, this 
was stated by Wood, V.-O., to be the rule, but he observed that the result was 
contrary to the ordinary doctrine of the court. It was treated as law, though 
again disimproved of, in West London Commercial Bank y. Reliance Permanent 
Building Society (1885), 29 Ch. D. 954, 0. A. In Peacock y. Burt, supra, the 
third mortgagee had no notice of the second mortgage when he advanced his 
money and twk a transfer of the first mortgage, but the first mortgagee had 
notice. The third mortpgee was allowed priority oyer the second ; see the 
remarks on this in West London Commercial Bank y. Reliance Permanerd Building 
Society, supra, per Likdlet, L. J., at p. 963. 

{1) Brace y. Marlborough ( Duchess], supra ; Worthy y. Birkhead, supra ; 
Phillips y. Phillips (1861), 4 De G. F. A J. 208 ; see Gie statement of the 
doctiine by Lord Selborne, L.O., in Blackwood y. London Chartered Bank of 
Australia, supra. The court was formerly not very particular as to the means 
by which the legal estate was got in (see Pagg's (Sir John) Case (1670), cited in 
Huntingdon (EarZ) y. (heenville (1682), 1 Vem. 49, at p. 62 ; Hareouri and Knowds* 
Case (undat^), cited in Hitchcock y. Sedgwick (1690), 2 Vem. 166, at p. 169 ; 
Carter y. Carter (1867), 3 K. A J. 617, 636) ; and see title MOBTOAOB. 

(m) Saunders y. Dehew (1692), 2 Vem. 271 ; AUen y. Knight (1846), 6 Hare, 
272; MumfordY,Stohwasser{\%lA), L. E. 18 Eq. 666, 663; Harpham y. Shacklock 
0881), 19 Ch. D. 207, 214, 0. A. ; Taylor y. Russell, [1891] 1 Oh. 8, 29, 0. A.; 
Perham y. Kempster, [1907] 1 Oh. 373. According to the judgment ot Wood, 
y.«0., in Carter y. Carter, supra, at p. 639, and to a dictum of Jessel, M.E., 
in Mumford y. Stohwasser, supra, the purchaser loses the protection if the 
trustee has notice, but he hims^ has not. But there is nothing in such a case 


8bot. 10. 
The Legal 
Estate gives 
Priority. 


Legal ownei 
a trustee. 



84 


Equitt. 


Slot. 10. 
The Legal 
Estate gives 
Priority. 


Actual notice 
to principal 
or agent. 


Exception 
In case of 
fraud. 


he holds the legal estate in trust for the first equitable owner, and 
cannot confer priority on a subsequent purchaser by conveying to 
him (n). But a trust or equity, to affect the conscience of him who 
has got in the legal estate, must be a trust or equity not in favour 
of some third person, but in favour of the person against whom the 
legal estate is set up(o). 

Where there is a mortgage to secure present and future advances, 
the mortgagee cannot, by virtue of his legal estate, claim priority 
for advances made after he has had notice of a second mortgage (p). 


Sect. 11. — Notice. 


94. Notice of a pior dealing with, or other circumstance 
affecting, property which will defeat a plea of purchase for value 
without notice may be either actual or constructive. Actual notice 
to the party himself exists where knowledge of the dealing or 
circumstance is brought directly home to him (q). And under 
this head is included actual notice to an agent — usually a solicitor 
— employed in the transaction. Such notice is imputed to the 
principal, and it affects him whether communicated to him or 
not (r). But an exception is admitted where there has been fraud 
on the part of the agent in the matter. Although actual communi- 
cation to the principal is not required, yet fraud excludes in practice 


to affect the conscience of the purchaser, and he should not lose his legal 
advantage. This extension of the doctrine is refeixed to doubtfully in Bailey v. 
Bamei, [18941 I Ch. 26, 0. A. 

(ti) Originally a subsequent incumbrancer was allowed to protect himself 
by getting in a satisfied term {Willoughby v. Willoughby (175G), 2 Ves. Sen. 
684); but later this could only be done where the term was unsatisfiod 
{Mauvdrell v. Maundrell (1806), 10 Ves. 2-16, 270 ; Ex parte Knott (1806), 
11 Ves. 609, 613; Garter v. Garter (1857), 3 K. & J. 617, 639, 640; Proseer 
V. Rice (1859), 28 Beav. 68, 74; Pilcher v. Rawline (1872), 7 Ch. App. 268; 
Mum/ord v. Stohwaeser fl874), L. R. 18 Eq. 556, 562; Taylor v. RueseU, [1891] 1 
Ch. 8, 29, C. A. Satisfied terms can no longer exist, but the same principle applies 
to satisfied legal mortgages {Garter v. Garter ^ eupra ; Taylary. Rueeell, supra). 

(o) Tckylor v. Rueecll, [1891] 1 Ch. 8, 0. A. ; [1892] A. 0. 244, 253, H. L. ; 
and see further title Mortgage. 

(p) Hopkineony, Bolt (186p, 9H. L. Cas. 614 ; as to the effect of appropriation 
of payments under the rule in Devaynes v. Noble, Glayton'e Gaee (1816), 1 Mer. 
529, 572, on the first mortgagee’s security, see Deeley v. Lloyds Bank, [1910] 1 
Ch. 648, 0. A. 


{(j) For actual notice to be binding it must be given by a person interested in 
the property and in the course of the negotiation {Barnhart v. Oreenehielde 
f 1853), 9 Moo. P. 0. C. 18, 36) ; and where it is to a corporation, it must be given 
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sometimes called constructive notice, is more conveniently classed as actual 
notice ; compare Cave t. Cow (1880), 16 Ch. D. 639, 643 ; Berwick & Co. t. Price, 
[1905] 1 Ch. 632, 639. Notice to an agent is notice to the principal, since other- 
wise notice might be avoided in every case by employing agents {Shddemy, Cox 
(1764). 2 Eden, 224 ; Boursot v. Savage (1866), L. R. 2 134, 142 ; Rdland v. 

JVrtft (1871), 6 Ch. App. 678, 681). The doctrine is not confined to notice to 
solicitors (Jlfrrrj^ v. Abney (1663). 1 Cas. in Ch. 38). If the agent is acting 
withm the scope of his authority, the most positive proof that he did not 
wmmunicate notice to his principal does not exempt the latter {Bawden v. London, 
minbtirghand Glasgow Assurance Co,, [1892] 2 Q. B. 634, C. A.). See also title 
Agency, Vol, L, p. 215 ; and Be Payne i Oo., Lid., Young v. Payne dt Co., [1904] 2 
Ch. 608. 
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all probability of communication, and hence the knowledge of the 
fraudulent agent is not imputed to the principals). 

Notice to the agent will not be imputed to the principal unless it 
is of a matter which was material to the particular transaction, and 
which it was the agent’s duty to communicate to his principal (t) ; 
nor will it be imputed unless it comes to the knowledge of the agent 
as such in the same transaction with respect to which the question 
of notice to his principal arises (u). 

Where a transaction takes place between two companies which 
have a common ofScer, and the common officer is concerned in the 
transaction, knowledge acquired by him as officer of one company 
will not be imputed to the other companjr unless it was his duty, 
as officer of the first company, to communicate that knowledge to 
the otW company, and bis duty, as officer of the second company, 
to receive notice (a) ; and as regards matters of internal regulation. 
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S Kennedy v. Orem (1834), 3 My. & K. 699, 720 ; Eepin v. Pemherton (1859), 
3 G. & J. 647, 655; Thompson v. Cartwright (18G3), 33 Beav. 178, 185; 
Waldy V. Gray (1875), L. R. 20 Eq. 238, 251 ; see Re Southampton's (Lord) Estate^ 
Allmy, Southampton {Lord)f Banf other' s Claim (1880), 16 Ch. D. 178 ; Re Cousins 
(1886), 31 Ch. D. 671 ; and compare Marjorihanhs v. Ilovendtn (18431, 6 1. Eq. R. 
238. But there must be fraud independently of the mere nou'disclosure of the 
prior title {AtUihuryY* Wallis (1856), 8 De G. M. & G. 464, 466, 0. A.). “ It 
must be made out that distinct fraud was intended in the very transaction, so 
as to make it necessary for the solicitor to conceal the facts from his client in 
order to defraud him” {Uolland v. Hart (1871), 6 Ch. App. 678, per Lord 
IIatherley, L.C., at p. 683); see Cave v. Cave (1880), 16 Oh. D. 639, 644; 
Berwick & Co* v. Price, 1 6^2, 640. 

(t) Thus it is not material to a transaction of transfer of mortgage that the 
transferee’s solicitor knows of a matter which would, if known to the transferee, 
prevent a further advance {Wyl/ie v. PoWen (1863), 3 De G, J. & Sm. 596, 
601); see Espin v. Pemherton, supra, at p. 654; Rolland v. Uart, supra, at 

p. 682. 

(u) Conveyancing Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. o. 39), s. 3 (1) (ii.) ; see Thorne v. 
Heard and Marsh, [1895] A. 0. 495, 501. The statute restored the rule laid down 
by Lord Hardwicke, L.O., in Warrick v. Warrick (1745), 3 Atk, 291, for the 
reason that ** otherwise it would make purchasers’ and mortgagees’ titles 
depend altogether on the memory of their counsellors and agents, and oblige 
them to apply to persons of less eminence as counsel, as not being so likely to 
have notice of former transactions” ; see Worsley v. Scarborough (Earl) (1746), 
3 Atk. 392. The restriction to the same transaction had, previously to the 
statute, been disregarded, and the client was affected by notice to his solicitor 
whore the one transaction was closely followed by and connected with the 
other, or where it was clear that the previous transaction was present to the 
mind of the solicitor wlien engaged in the later transaction (Hargreaves y. 
RothweU (1836), 1 Keen, 154, 169; see Fuller v. Beneit (1843), 2 Hare, 394, 
403; Spencer v. Topham (1856), 2 Jur. (n. 8.) 865). 

The statute put an end to this application of the doctrine (lie Cousins (1886), 
31 Ch. D. 671, 677) ; it also put an end to the doctrine that where the 
same solicitor was acting for both parties to a sale or mortgage, the knowledge 
of the vendor or mortgagor was imputed to him and through him to his other 
client (Re Cousins, sujtr^, Bvursot y. Savage (1866), L. R. 2 Eq. 134, so far as 
it rested on this doctnne, is not now an au&ority (Taylor y. London and County 
Banking Co,, London and County Banking Co. v. Nixon, [1901] 2 Ch. 231, 258, 
G. A.). The mere fact that only one solicitor is employed in a matter does not 
make him the ^ent of both parties (Pen^ y. Hell (1860), 2 De G. R & J. 38). 
But where a client has placed himself entirely in the hands of his solicitor, and 
ponstituted him his general agent in a series of transactions, the knowledge of 
the solicitor is immiA to him (Dixon y. Winch, [1900] 1 Ch. 736, 0. A). 

(a) Be Hampshire Land Co,, [1896] 2 Ch. 743 ; Re Fenwick, Stdbart ifc Co., 
Lid,, Deep Sea Fishery Co's Claim, [1902] 1 Ch. 607. 
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the second company is entitled to assume that the first company 
has acted regularly (6). 

96. Although a purchaser has no actual knowledge, by himself 
or by his agent, of a matter prejudicially affecting his vendor’s 
title, yet in certain circumstances he is treated as though be 
had notice, and he is then said to have constructive notice of the 
matter (c). Before the Conveyancing Act, 1882(d), the cases in 
which such notice might be established fell under three heads : 
first, where the purchaser omitted to make usual and proper 
inquiries into the vendor’s title; secondly, where he omitted to 
follow up an inquiry suggested by some matter of which he had 
actual notice ; and thirdly, where he designedly abstained from 
inquiry for the purpose of avoiding notice (^). In any of these 
cases the purchaser was held to be affected with notice of what he 
would have discovered if he had made the inquiries which a prudent 
purchaser would have made in the circumstances. Constructive 
notice has been defined as the knowledge which the courts impute 
to a person upon a presumption of the existence of the knowledge 
so strong that it cannot be allowed to be rebutted, either from his 
knowing something which ought to have put him upon further 
inquiry, or from his wilfully abstaining from inquiry to avoid 
notice (/). 


(h) Royal BritUh Rank v. Turquand (1856), 6 E. & B. 327, Ex. Ch. ; Re 
Uampihite Land Co., [1896] 2 Ch. 743. 

(f) See The Uimam Wood, [1907] P. 1, 0. A., per Farwell, L. J., at p. 14 : 
** The oourts have of late years been unwilling to apply the principle oi con- 
structive notice so as to fix oompanies or persons with knowledge of facts of 
which they had no knowledge whatever.*’ 

(c?) 46 & 46 Viet. c. 39. 

(e) See the classification by WiORAM, V.-C., in Jones v. Smith (1841), 1 Hare, 
43, 55, which, however, does not expressly state the first case. This requires to 
be included ; see Dart, Vendors and Purchasers, 7 th ed., Vol. 11., pp. 896—908 ; 
lltlson V. l/art (1866), 1 Ch. App. 463, 467 ; and it covers to a large extent, if not 
entirely, the third class. Constnictive notice has been based on the purchaser’s 
gross negligence (Ware v. Eqmont (Lord) (1864), 4 De G. M. & G. 460, per Lord 
Crai^worth, L.C.) ; and this may be evidence of fraud (West v. Reid (1843), 2 
Hare, 249, per Wigrajc, V.-O., at p. 257, explaining his judgment in Jones v. 
Smith, svpra). But the doctrine does not depend on fraudulent intention (Jones 
V. Williams (1857), 24 Beav. 47, 59). Notice that a draft deed (which is 
subsequently executed) has been prepared is not, in general, constructive notice 
of its execution (Cothay v. Sydenham (1788), 2 Bro. C. C. 391). As to notice of 
a settlement, see Williams v. Williams (1881), 17 Ch. D. 437. 

(/) Espin V. Pemberton (1859), 3 De G. A J. 547, per Lord Chelmsford, L.C., 
at p. 554. It was frequently said that the doctme of constructive notice was 
not to be extended ; see Ware v. Eymont (Lord), supra. Where notice is relied 
on to prevent priority by registration under the Deeds Begistration Acts, this 
must be not merely constructive, but such direct notice as to make it fraudulent 
in the purchaser to disregard it (Le Neve v. Le Neve (1747), Amb. 436 ; 2 White A 
Tud. L. C., 7th ed., 175 ; Jolland v. Siainbridgt (1797), 8 Ves. 478 ; Wyatt v. 
Rarwell (1815), 19 Ves. 435 ; Robinson y. Woodward (1851), 4 De G. A Sm. 562 ; 
Bradley v. Riches (1878), 9 Oh. D. 189 ; see Orowly v. Berytheil, [1899] A. 0. 
374, 382, P. 0.). 

Under the Yorkshire Begistries Act, 1884 (47 A 48 Viet. o. 54), s. 14, a 
subsequent purchaser or ineumbranoer who registers first does not lose the 
polity thus gained by actual or constructive notice, but o^ by fraud ; see 
Battison v. Hobson, [1896] 2 Ch. 403 ; compare Robinson v. Woodward, supra. 
An interest not created by a document registiable under a Registry Act aoes 
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Under the Conveyancing Act, 1882 (g), a purchaser is not, apart Sect. n. 
from actual knowledge in himself or his agent, to be prejudicially Notice 
affected by notice of any instrument, fact, or thing unless it would coQgtnigtiT« 
have come to his knowledge, or to the knowledge of his solicitor or notice under 
other agent, if such inquiries and inspections had been made as >^he Oon- 
ought reasonably to have been made by him or by the solicitor or 
other agent (/(). The word “ ought ’’ in this connection does not ' 

import a duty or obligation, for a purchaser is under no duty to 
the possible Wder of a latent title or security to make any inquiry. 

The expression “ ought reasonably ” means as a matter of prudence, 
having regard to what is usually done by men of business in similar 
oases (i). The statute, in effect, only states the previous law, 
though its negative form shows that a restriction, rather than an 
extension, of the doctrine of notice was intended {k). 

not lose piiority by the mere re^stration of a subsequent registrable incum- 
brance {lie Calcatt and Elvinas Contract, 2 Oh. 460 (on the Middlesex 

Begistry Act, 1708 (7 Ann. c. 20)) ; see White v. N&iylon (1886), 11 App. Gas. 

171, P. C.) ; but the Yorkshire Hegistries Act, 1884 (47 & 48 Viet. c. 64), applies 
to a charge by deposit of deeds unaccompanied by any memorandum (Battiaon 
V. Hoheon, [1896] 2 Oh. 403). Begistration under the Patents and Designs Act, 1 907 

i 7 Edw. 7, c. 29), s. 71, is subject to equities of which the assignee had notice 
New Ixion Tyre and Cycle Co, y. Spilsbury, [1898] 2 Oh. 484, 0. A.); but a 
mortgagee of a ship or share in a ship, who rensters his mortgage, is not 
affected by notice of prior unregistered equities {Black ▼. Williams, [1695] 1 
Oh. 408); and see title Shipping and Navigation. 

{(f) 45 & 46 Viet. c. 39. “Purchaser** includes a mortgagee and lessee 
{ibid,, 8. 1 (4) (ii.) ) ; see Hunt v. Luck, [1902] 1 Oh. 428, 433, 0. A. ; and compare 
Wilson V. Hart (1866), 1 Oh. App. 463, 467. 

(A) Oonveyancing Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 39), s. 3 (1) (i.), (ii.); and see 
title Sale of Land. 

(f) Bailey v. Barnes, [1894] 1 Oh. 25, 0. A. ; compare Agra Bank, Ltd. v. 

Barry (1874), L, E. 7 S. L. 135, 157 ; Qainshorough (Earl) v. Watcomhe Terra 
Cotta Clay Co, (1885), 64 L. J. (CH.) 991. 

(A) Bailey v. Barnes, supra, A purchaser is bound, at the risk of being 
affected with consti'uctive notice, to make the usual full investigation of title, 
notwithstanding that he is debarred by agreement from doing so {Veto v. 

Hammond (1861), 30 Beav. 495, 507 ; Be Cox and Novels Contract, [1891] 2 Oh. 

109, 117); or is prevented by statute (which he is at liberty to exclude by 
agreement) [Patman v. Harland (1881), 17 Oh. D. 353; Mogridge v. Clapp, 

[1892] 3 Oh. 382, 0. A.) ; that is, if in the circumstances he acts unreasonably in 
not excluding the statute [Imray v. Oakshette, [18971 2 Q. B. 218, 0. A.). And 
he is bound to follow up any mqiuries suggested by matters of which he has 
actual notice. “ In all cases where the purchaser cannot make out a title but 
by a deed which leads him to another fact, the purchaser shall not be a pur- 
chaser without notice of that fact, but shall be presumed cognisant thereof ; for 
it is crassa negligentia that he sought not after it ** [Moore y, Bennett (1678), 2 
Oas. in Oh. 246 ; see Bisco v. Banbury [Earl) (1676), 1 Oas. in Oh. 287, 291 ; 

Coppin v. Femyhough (1788), 2 Bro. 0. 0. 291 ; Malpas v. Ackland (1827), 3 
Buss. 273). 

This rule still holds gt^, and notice of a deed within the period for which 
the title should be investigated, which affects the land, is notice both of its con- 
tents, and of the facts which would be disclosed if its production was insisted 
on (see Feto y, Hammond, supra) ; but where a deed may or may not 
ftffect the land, and the purcha^r inquires whether it does, and receives an 
Answer in the negative, he is not bound to inquire further [Jonuy, SrnUh (1841), 

1 Hare, 43 ; (1843), 1 Ph. 244 ; see English aiii Scottish Mercantile InvestmaU Co, 

V. Brunton, [1892] 2 Q. B. 700, 0. A.). Notice that the land is in the poms- 
tton of a tmant puts the purchaser on inquixv as to the terms of the holding, 
end he has oonsteuotive notice of the tenants rights (Toyfor v. Stihbert (1794), 
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Where the efifect of constructive notice would be to invalidate a 
transaction, such as a sale under the Settled Land ActSi the court 
will not readily apply the doctrine (Q. 


Part III — Equitable Interests in Property. 

Sect. 1. — Nature of Equitable Estates. 

Sub-Sect. Estates, 

96. Equitable estates in real property arise either under trusts or 
mortgages. An equitable estate arises under a trust when by virtue 
of a deed, will, or other instrument the legal owner — the trustee — 
is bound to hold the property for the benefit of another, the cestui 


2 Ves. 437; Allen v. Anthony (1816), 1 Mer. 282; Meuxv,Malthy (1818), 2 
Swan. 277, 281), including an agreement for sale to him [Daniels v. Davison 
(1809), 16 Ves. 249, 254; (1811), 17 Ves. 433; Bunt v. Luck, [1902] 1 Ch. 
428, 0. A.). But this only refers to equities between the purchaser and tenant 
when the legal estate has passed ; not to questions between vendor and pur- 
chaser before completion [Gaballero v. Ilenty (1874), 9 Ch. App. 447 ; see 
2*hilUps V. Miller (1875), L. B. 10 0. P. 420, Ex. Ch.). And the purchaser is not 
alTocted with notice of the title of a person, other than the vendor, under whom 
the tenant claims. A person neglecting to inquire to whom the tenant pays 
rout is not affected with notice of the interest of the tenant’s lessor ; though if 
he has actual notice that an adverse claimant is in receipt of rent, he is affected 
with notice of any interest such claimant may have [Barnhart v. Oreenshields 
(^1853), 9 Moo. P. 0. C. 18, 34 ; Knight v. Bowyer (1858), 2 De G. & J. 421, C. A. ; 
Bant y. LudCf supra) ; Mum/ord v. Stokwasser (1874), L. 18 Eq. 556, on thia 
point is overruled. 

A purchaser is bound to inquire for the title deeds and to call for their pro- 
duction [Birch V. Ellames (1794), 2 Anst. 427 ; Worthington v. Morgan (1849), 
16 Sim. 647 ; Berwick cfe Co. v. Price, [1905] 1 Ch. 632, 638; Re Greer, Greer v. 
Greer, [1907] II. K. 57) ; but he may accept a satisfactory reason for their non- 
production, and is not then affected with notice of the title of a third person 
who in fact holds them [Plumb v. Fluitt (1791), 2 Anst. 432 ; Hewitt v. Loosemore 
(1851), 9 Hare, 449, 457 ; Espin v. Pemberton (1859), 3 De G. & J. 647, 656; see 
Spencer v. Clarice (1878), 9 Ch. D. 137). The statement that they are at a 
bankers for safe custody is not sufficient [Maxfield v. Burton (1873), L. B. 17 Eq. 
15). Actual notice, however, that the deeds are in the custody of a fiiird person 
is notice of such person’s interest [Uiem v. Mill (1801), 13 Ves. 114 ; Dryden v. 
Frost (1838), 3 My. & Cr. 670, 673 ; and see Oliver v. Hinton, [1899] 2 Ch. 264, 
0. A.; Walhr v. Linom, [1907] 2 Ch. 104, 114). 

Constructive notice is not implied where negotiable securities are taken in the 
ordinary course of business and without ground of suspicion, merely because 
inquiry would have led to knowledge of a defect of title [London Joint Stock 
Bank v. Simmons, [1892] A. C. 201 ; Thomson v. Clydesdale Bank, Ltd,, [1893] 
A. C. 282). Notice that debentures have been issued is not necessarily notice of 
their contents [Endish and Scottish Mercantile Investment Co, v. Brunton, [1892] 2 
Q. B. 700, C. A. ; Re Valletort Sanitary Steam Laundry Co,, Ltd,, Wardy, Valletort 
Sanitary Steam Laundry Co,, Ltd,, [1903] 2 Ch. 654 ; see Wilson v. Kelland, [1910] 
2 Ch. 306). And, generally, the rules as to oonstnictive notice do not apply to 
commercial transactions [Manchester Trust v. Furness, [1895] 2 Q. B. 539, 545, 
0. A.). But they apply to a mortgage of a policy of insurance [Spencer v« Clarke, 
supra; Re Wenigers Policy, [1910] 2 Ch. 291), and to a trustee payi^ a share 
of the trust fund to an assignee of the cestui que trust (Davis v. Hutchings, 
[1907] 1 Ch. 356). As to notice to a lessee of the lessor’s title, see title 

liAimLORD AND iSsNANT. 

(f) Mogridge v. Clapp, [1892] 3 Ch. 382, 396, 0. A. ; see IlurreU v. Litthgohn, 
[1904] 1 Oh. 689. 
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que trust (m); or when, without a written instrument, the circum- 
etanoes are such that a court of equity will impose this obligation 
upon the legal owner (n). The essence of the relation of trustee and 
cestui que trust is that the trustee is at law the owner of the land, 
though the cestui que trust takes the profits, and can require the 
trustee to convey at his direction (o). 

97. Originally the cestui que trust was not considered to have 
any right in the land itself (p). His right was merely a personal 
right to enforce the trust against the trustee and such subsequent 
legal owners as, in the view of a court of equity, ought to be required 
to give effect to the trust (q). Such subsequent owners included 
persons deriving title under the trustee without consideration, 
whether with or without notice of the trust, and persons taking 
from the trustee for valuable consideration with notice of the trust (r). 
But later the right of the cestui que trusty since it extended to the 
beneficial enjoyment of the land itself, came to be regarded as 
giving him an estate in the land ; and this equitable estate now ranks 
as a right attaching to the land (5), though such right may be 


(m) Soe Hardoon v. BdiUoB, [1901] A, C. 118, 123, P. 0. ; and as to tho term 
“ ccatui gite trust,** see Law Quarterly Review, Vol. XXVI., p. 196. 

(n) For tho various classes of trusts— express, constructive, and resulting- 
see p. 164, post; and title Trusis and Trusibes. 

( 0 ) See Butler's note to Co. Litt. 290 b, adapting to trusts the definition of a 
use in ChudlHgh's Case (1595), 1 Co. Hep. 120 a, 121 b; and see t5td., n. (n). 

(p ) At common law the trust was a tning in action, to be enforced only by 
subpoona in Chancery, and hence it was not assignable at common law ( Finch* s 
{iSir Moyle) Case (1600), 4 Co. Inst, 85). 

{q) Before the Statute of Uses (27 Hen. 8, c. 10), where land was convoyed to 
one and his heirs to the use of another, the use was treated at law as repugnant 
to the previous limitation and void, but it was recognised and enforced in 
Chancery. Hence it was said that he who had a use had/as neque in re neque ad 
rem, but only a confidence and trust, for which he had no remedy at the common 
law, but only by subpoena in Chancery (Chudleigh*s Case, supra, n. (p) ; 
lirenVs Case (1577), 2 Leon.^ 14, 16 ; Oiloert, Law of Uses and Trusts, p, 2). 
The use, however, nad a flexibility in Chanceiy which was denied to common 
law limitations. The Statute of Uses turned the use into the legal estate, and in 
conveyances operating under the statute the common law courts allowed it to 
retain this flexibility; so that, for instance, an estate of freehold to arise in 
future could be created by way of springing use {Chudleigh*s Case, supra, at 124 a, 
n. (ml)); but declined to allow that there could be a use upon a use {TyrreVs 
Case (1557), Dyer, 155 a ; Tudor, L, C, Real Prop., 4th ed., p. 289). Hence a new 
opening was made for equitable jurisdiction, and the whole system of trusts was 
in effect built up in defiance of the statute {Hopkins v. Hopkins (1738), 1 Atk. 
581). To this system of trusts the principle that the obligation rested only on 
the conscience of the trustee was as milch applicable as to the earlier uses (see 
Co. litt. 290 b, n.(n). 

(r) This seems to have been settled at an early date, although at first the 
trust bound only the original feoffee to uses (see Chudldghfs Case, supra, 
atp. 121 b, n. (s), referring to Keil. 42, pL 7 (1502) ). Whether a lord taking the 
le^ estate by escheat was bound by the trust was a matter of doubt {Fawcet v. 
Lotuiher (1751), 2 Ves. Sen. 300, 304; and seep, 95, post); but a disseisor 
was not bound (Ftnc4*s (Str i/oyfs) Case (1600), 4 Co. Inst. 85 ; Chudleigh‘8 Casep 
^pra, at 139 b ; Gilbert, Law of Uses and Trusts, by Sugden, p. 429, n. (6) ; 
^win. Law of Trusts, 11th ed., pp. 270, 274 ; T. Cyprian Williams in 51 SoL 
Jo., p. 143). 

(s) He Nishet and Potts* Contracl, [1905] 1 Oh. 391 ; affirmed (^1906j 1 Oh. 386, 
0. A. This was a decision that a disseisee is bound by the equity arisbg out of 
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defeated if the legal estate passes to an owner who takes for value 
without notice (Q. 

08 * For some purposes a tenant for life is treated as a trustee 
for those entitled in remainder. Thus, although he may be expressly 
made unimpeachable for waste, so as not in general to be liable for 
acts of destruction done to the inheritance, yet, on the ground of 
his fiduciary position, equity interposes to prevent wanton destruc- 
tion of a dwelling-house, or of trees planted for ornament or shelter, 
and such waste is known as equitable waste (a). Equitable waste, 
therefore, is treated as a breach of trust, and after the death of the 
tenant for life his assets are liable to make it good (6). 


Equity to set 99 . The legal owner of an estate in land who has conveyed it 
aside a deed, in such circumstances that, while the conveyance on the face 
of it is good, he is entitled in equity to have it set aside, has an 
equitable interest in the land which is analogous to the beneficial 
ownership. Consequently it can be devised (c), and can be assigned, 
whether for value or by voluntary deed (d). If money has been paid 
for the legal conveyance, the equitable right is similar to an equity 
of redemption (e), and the money must be repaid on the conveyance 
being set aside (/) Similarly, a purchaser who has completed his 
contract may be entitled to impeach a title founded on fraud com- 
mitted on his vendor ; though, since the right to complain of a fraud 
is not a marketable commodity, a purchase of the estate for the 
purpose of acquiring a right to set aside a deed for fraud will not be 
assisted by a judgment for specific performance (^). 


Sub-Sect. 2. — Equity of Redemption, 

Eauityot 100 . An equitable estate arises under a legal mortgage when 
redemption, the day fixed for redemption has passed without payment of the 
mortgage money. Until that day the mortgagor retains his legal 


a restrictive covenant ; but the principle applies equally to a trust, and the case 
was in substance an overruling of the old law. 

(t) See p. 81, ante, 

(a) Anon, (1704), Freem. (on.) 278; Vaney, Barnard [Lord) (1710), 2 Vein. 
738; Lawley v. Lawley (ni7)» Jac. 71, n. ; RUt v. Somerville [Lord) (1737), 2 
Eq. Cas. Abr. 769; Vojin v. Coffin fl821), Jac 70. As to the origin of the 

i ’urisdiotion, see Aston v. Aston (1749), 1 Ves. Sen. 264, per Lord Hardwicke, 
i.O., at p. 266 ; and see titles Beal Property and Chattels Beal ; Settle- 
ments. 

a Ormonde (Afor^ttte) v. Kynnersley (1820), 6 Madd. 369. 

Stump V. Oaby (1862), 2I)e Q. M. & 0. 623 ; Gresley v. Mousley (1869), 4 
. AJ. 78, 93. 

[d) Dickinson v. Burrell, Dickinson [Ann) v. Burrell, Stoiirton v. Burrell (1866), 
L. B. 1 Eq. 337 ; but to enable the assignee to sue, the assignment must be of 
the assignor’s entire interest in the property, and not of the mere right to sue 

i ibid,, per Lord Bomxlly, M.B., at p. 842) ; compare Prosser v. Edmonds (1836), 

, y. & C. (EX.) 481, 491. 

(e) Blake v. Johnson (1700), Free. Ch. 142. 

(/) Stump Y. Oahy, supra, per Lord 6t. Leonards, L.O., at p. 630; <*In 
the view of this court he remains the owner, subject to the repayment of the 
money whidi has been advanced” ; compare Aldhorough [Lord) v. Trys (1840), 7 
Cl. A Fin. 436, 463, H. L. 

(v) De Eoghion v. Money (1866), 2 Ch. App. 164; see also title Specific 
Perporxanos. 
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right under the terms of the mortgage to a reconveyance on 
payment. After that day this right is forfeited at law, but the 
mortgagor is entitled to be relieved against ^ the forfeiture in 
equity Qi), and the interest which he thus retains in the land is 
called an equity of redemption (i). It is not a more right, but is 
an estate in the land; the person entitled to the equity of 
redemption is considered as the owner of the land,^ while the 
interest of the mortgagee is treated as part of his personal 
assets (/r). Hence, when this position is changed by foreclosure, 
the mortgagee, in acquiring for the first time the ownership of, 
and the beneficial title to, the land, takes it under an entirely 
new title (0. A mortgage by way of trust for sale is a mortgage 
only (m). 

101. The Court of Chancery was so jealous of preserving the 
equity of redemption that it did not allow it to be clogged or 
fettered by any agreement entered into by the mortgagor and 
mortgagee at the time of the mortgage (n), and this is an indexible 
rule at the present time (o). It does not prevent the mortgagee 
from stipulating for a collateral advantage if this is limited to the 
duration of the security, and is not unfair to the mortgagor (p). 
Nor does it prevent the mortgage being for a fixed term, provided 
that the term is reasonable, five or seven years ( 7 ). But 
on redemption the mortgagor is entitled to have his property back 
as free and unfettered as if it had never been made the subject of 
the security (r). The rule applies not only to land, but to other 


{h) The court, it was said with some exaggeration, would relieve a mortgagees 
to the tenth generation (Bacon v. Bacon (1640), Toth. 133) ; see, generally, title 
Mortgage. 

(i) See p. 10, ante, 

(k) Caehorne v. Scar/e (1737), 1 Atk. 603 ; 2 White & Tud. L. 0., 7th ed., 
p, 6 ; Th/rnhorough v. Baker (1675), 3 Swan. 628, 630. 

(/) Heath V. Pugh (1881), 6 Q. B. D. 343, C. A., yjer Lord Selborne, L.C., at 
p. 360. The right of foredosure results from the original interference of equity 
in favour of the mortgagor ; see Sampson v. Paffiaon 7l842), 1 Hare, 633, 636. 

(m) Be Alison, Johnson v. Mounsey (1879), 11 Ch. D. 284, 294, 0. A. ; Locking 
V. Parker (1872), 8 Ch. App. 30. 

(n) Howard v. Harris (1683), 1 Vem. 190; Jennings v. Ward (1706), 2 Vem. 
620; ToomesY, Conset (1746), 3 Atk. 261 ; Be Edwards^ Estate (1861), 11 1. Ch. R. 
367. In Orby v. Trigg (1722), 9 Mod. Eep. 2, it was considered that a 
covenant in a mortgage giving the mortgagee a right of pre-emption was 
enforceable, if not oppressively used ; but this m doubtfuL 

(o) Salt V. Northampton ^Marquis), [1892] A. C. 1. 

( p) Such as a covenant in a mor^ge of a public-house to obtain liquor from 
the mortga^ during the continuance of the mortgage (Biggs v. Hoddinott, [1898] 
2 Ch. 307, C. A. ; overruling to this extent the dictum in Jennings v. Ward, supra, 
that a man shall not have interest for his money and a coUateral advantage 
besides for the loan of it). A covenant not so restncted in duration will be void 
(Noakes dt Co,, Ltd, v. Bice, [1902] Ai. 0. 24 ; Browns, Byan, [1901] 2 I. E. 663, 
U. A.) ; Santley v. Wilde, [1899] 2 Ch. 474, contra, is overruled. 

(q) Teevan v. Smith (1882), 20 Ch. D. 724, 729, 0. A. ; Morgan v. Jeffreys, 

[19101 1 620. And apparently the provision for the mortgage remaining 

must be binding on both parties (Morgan v. Jeffreys, supra). 

(r) Noakes dt Co., Ltd. v. Bice, supra, per Lord Maonaohtxn, at p. 30. It has 
been held that a mortgagee may charge a bonus or commission and deduct it from 
the money advanced (Poffsr v. Edwards (1867), 26 L. J. (ch.) 468 ; Mainland v. 
Upjohn ^1889\ 41 Oh. D. 126) ; but that he cannot claim to add commission or 
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sioT. 1. forma of property, such as shares or stock («), or a policy of 
Hatore of insnrunce (/) ; it forbids an indirect as much as'a direct fetter on 
Bqnitable the property (a); and it applies to mortgages made by commercial 
Estates. hqJ other companies (b). But an agreement fettering the equity 
made subsequently to the mortgage is valid (c). 

Sub-Sect. 3. — Equitable 8ecuritie$. 

Eqalubie 102. In addition to legal mortgages, which give the legal estate 

lecoritiei. l;he mortgagee and leave an equity of redemption in the 

mortgagor, there are various forms of security under which the 
creditor or other person entitled has only an equitable interest (d). 
This is so where the legal estate is outstanding in a prior mortgagee, 
and a subsequent incumbrancer takes a conveyance of the equity of 
redemption in the form of a legal mortgage ; and where, while the 
legal estate remains in the mortgagor, an equitable charge is 
created by deposit of title deeds or otherwise (e), with or without 
a memorandum in writing (/). In addition, charges on land are 
created by will or settlement, and liens — such as a vendor’s lien (g ) — 
arise by operation of law. As regards such equitable mortgages 
or charges, and equitable liens, the chief distinction relates to the 
remedy of the incumbrancer. An ordinary second mortgage in the 
form of a legal mortgage carries with it all the ordinary remedies 
of a mortgagee. The mortgagee is entitled to foreclose the 
mortgagor ; and, on the other hand, he is entitled to redeem the 

remuneration to principal and interest when the mortgage is paid off {James v. 
Kerr (1889), 40 Oh. D. 449 ; Fidd v. Hophine (1890), 44 Oh. D. 524, 0. A.). It is 
doubtful, however, whether these latter cases would be followed since Bigye v. 
lloddimtt, [1898] 2 Oh. 307, 0. A. 

(«) Bradley v. Carritt, [1903] A. 0. 253; Samuel v. Jarrah Timber and Wood 
Paving Corporation^ [1904] A. C, 323. 

J t) Salt v. Northampton {Marquis), [1892] A. 0. 1. 

|a) Bradley v. Carritt, supra, 

6) Samuel v. Jarrah Timber and Wood Paving Corporation, supra ; British South 
rica Go, v. De Beers Consolidated Mmes, Ltd., [19101 1 Ch. 354; C. A. (1910), 
54 Sol. Jo. 679. Irredeemable debenture stock is authorised by the Companies 
(Consolidation) Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, o. 69), 8. 103 ; see title Companies, Yol. V., 
p. 362. 

'c) Reeve v. Lisle, [1902] A. C. 461. 

(i) See generally, title MOBTOAQE. 

e) See its Fidcock, Penny ▼. Pidcock (1907), 51 Sol. Jo. 514. 

[/) The creation of a charge on land without writing is opposed to the Statute 
of Frauds, but such securities have been supported on the ground that Idie 
delivery of the title deeds is an act of part performance {Russel v. Russel (1783), 1 
Bro. C. 0. 269) ; this has been disapproved of, but followed ( Ex parte Haigh (1805), 
11 Ves. 403; Ex parte Finden (1805), 11 Yes. 404, n.; see Norris v. Wilkinson 
(1806), 12 Yes. 192, 197; Ex jmrte Ifount/ort (1808), 14 Yes. 606; Ex parte 
Coombs (1810), 17 Yes. 369 ; see Re McMahon, McMafion v. McMahon (1886), 55 
L. T. 763; compare p. 71, anJte), And evidence of the agreement being thus 
let in, the deposit may cover subsequent advances, if the agreement is clearly 
shown to be to that effect {Ex parte Langston (1810), 17 Yes. 227 ; see n. (1) 
(5th ed. by Belt) to ifoMff v. Bussed, supra) ; though a legal mortgage cannot 
be extended by parol agreement to cover a further advance {Re Uewett, Ex 
parte Hoo^ (1815), 1 Mer. 7). The actual delivery of the title deeds by way of 
security . IB necessary. It is not sufficient that, after a parol agreement to 
give security, they oome into the hands of the creditor for another purpose {Re 
Beetham, Ex parte Broderick (1886), 18 Q. B. D. 380, 385). 

{g) See Maokreih v. Summons (1808), 15 Yes. 329 ; 2 White & Tud. L. 0., 7th ed., 
p. 926 ; KettleweiU ▼. Watson (1884), 26 Oh. D. 501 0. A. ; see title Lien. 
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prior mortgage. A charge accompanied by an agreement to Saor. i. 
execute a legal mortgage, and also a charge created by deposit of Nature of 
title deeds, carries with it the same remedy of foreclosure. The Equitable 
court treats the deposit as an agreement to execute a legal Estates, 
mortgage, and, therefore, as giving all the remedies incident to 
such a mortgage (h). But a charge created by settlement or by 
will does not carry with it a right of foreclosure, but only a right 
of sale, to ^ exercised with the help of the court (t) ; and in the 
case of an equitable lien the creditor must have recourse to the 
court to declare the lien, and enforce it by sale O'). 

A charge may be created by covenant, as where a settlor 
covenants to charge an annuity on his real estate or on a specified 
part of it (k) ; and a covenant to charge under a power, where the 
covenantor becomes insane before he can exercise it, may 
be assisted in equity as a defective execution of the power (1). But 
there is no charge if the lands to be subject to it are not 
ascertained (m), or if the settlor has an option of settling money 
instead of the annuity (n). An agreement to execute a mortgage on 
request does not give an immediate charge (o). 

Sub-Sbct. 4. — IncidenU of Equitable Ettatee. 

103. Equitable estates, whether arising under trusts or under Equitable 
mortgages, are dealt with upon the principle that equity follows the 
IsLw(p), and are in general subject to the same rules as legal legal Mtatoi. 
estates (g). Thus they can be divided into various concurrent or 
successive interests (r), and the words of limitation by which this 

(A) Carter v. IVake (1877), 4 Ch. D. 605, jjer JxssKL, M.E., at p. 606; 

Ilarrold v. Plenty^ [1901] 2 Ch. 314. 

(i) In the case of a judgment becoming a charge on land, the creditor has 
been allowed a right of foreclosure (see Rolleston v. M&rton (1842), 1 Dr. & War, 

171, 195; Jones y, BaUey (18531, 17 Beav. 582; Pisher on Mortgages, 5th ed., 
p. 481) ; and this analogy has oeen followed with regard to a charge created by 
del^ntures {Sadler v. Worley ^ [1894] 2 Ch. 170; Rt Continental Oxygen Co», 

Elias y. Continental Oxygen Co., [1897] 1 Ch. 511). But the ordinary mode of 
enforcing a charge is by sale (see Footnery, Sturgis (1852), 5 De G. & 8m. 736) ; 
and this is the only way when the charge is created by will or settlement {lie 
Owen, [1894] 3 Oh. 220 ; Re Lloyd, Lloyd v. Lloyd, [1903] 1 Ch. 385, 404, 0. A.). 

(/) See titles Lien ; Mortqaoe ; Pawnbrokers and Pledges. 

(^•) Regard v. Uodges (17921, 1 Ves. 477; Ravenshaw y. Ifollier (1834), 7 
Sim. 3 ; Montagu v. Sandwich {Earl) (1886), 32 Ch. D. 525, 0, A. 

it) Affleck V. Affleck (1857), 3 8m. & G. 394 ; see title Powers. 

(m) FremouUy. i?e<itr€ (1718), 1 P. Wms. 429; Williams v. Lucas (1789), 2 
Cox, 160 ; Momington ▼. Keans (1858), 2 De G. & J. 292 ; see Averall v, 

Wade (1835), L. A G. ternp. Sugd. 252, 261 ; and compare Kennedy y. 
paly (1804), 1 Sch. A Lef. 355, 371, where an agreement on marriage made 
in 1764 by a Papist in Ireland to conv^ all his real estate in strict settlement 
in COM he should at any time be qualified by law to do so, was held not to 
constitute a charge on his estate until 1778, when the Papist disabilities were 
removed by 17 A 18 Geo. 3, c. 49 (Irish). 

(n) Ravenshaw y. Hollier, supra. 

(o) Shaw y. Foster (1872), L. R. 5 H. L. 321, 334. 

( p) Cogpe y. Arncld (1855), 4 De G. M. A G. 574, 685 ; and see p. 68, ante. 

(9) As to a trust estate, see Hopkins y. Hopkins (1738), 1 Atk., 581, 591 2 

Bwrgess y. WheaU, A.-Q. y. WheaU (1759), 1 Eden, 177, 223, 226 ; as to an equity 
of redemption, see Cashoms y. Scar/e (1737). 1 Atk. 603 ; 2 White A Tud. L. 0., 

7th ed., p. 6. 

(f) In the case of limitatians of a trust estate, the fact that the legal estate wae 
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Bun, I. division is offoctod usuftlly rocoivo tho s&mo construction &B in the 
Nature of case of legal limitations (i) : they are subject to the same rules of 
Eanitable descent (t); they can be devised («) and alienated (a) ; and they can 
Estates, be made available for payment of debts (b). If, however, there is 


vested in the trustees was a sufficient protection to contingent remainders 
( Hopkins y, Hopkins (1734)^ Cas. Talb. 44 ; Feame’s Contingent Eemainders, 

p. 304 ; Finchs Ahhiss v. Bumey (1881), 17 Ch. D. 211, 229, 0. A. ; Marshall 
V. Gingell (1882), 21 Ch. D. 790) ; and so a legal estate outstanding in a 
morteagee preserved contingent remainders (Astley v. Middethwait (1880), 15 
Ch. D. 59, 05). 

(a) See NorfoWs (Duke) Cast (1685), 3 Cas. in Ch. 28 ; Co. Litt. 290 b., Butler’s 
note ; 1 Sanderson, Uses and trusts, 4tli ed., p. 269; Shep. Touch, by Preston, 

E . 507, note (8) ; 2 Preston’s Estates, p. 64. Hence in a deed an equitable 
mitation by way of executed trust in favour of a person without words of 
inheritance givei^only a life estate {Holliday y. Overton (1852), 15 Beav. 480, 
affirmed on appeal, 16 Jur. 751 ; Lucas v. Brandreth (No. 2) (i860), 28 Beav. 
274 ; Tatham v. Vernon (1861), 29 Beav. 604 ; Middleton v. Barker (1873), 29 
L. T. 643 ; Meyler v. Meyler (1883), 11 L. B. Ir. 522 ; Re Whiston^s Seltlement, 
Lovatt V. Williamson^ [1894] 1 Ch. 661). Executory trusts are construed with 
more freedom (Egerton v. Brownlow (Earl) (1853), 4 H. L. Cas. 1, 210; Sack^ 
ville West v. Ilolmesdale {Viscount) {1370), L. B. 4 H. L. 543). The rule in 
Shelley* s Case applies to Suitable limitations {Austen v. Taylor (1759), 1 Eden, 
361 ; Re Buckton, Buckton v. Buckton, [1907] 2 Ch. 406) ; provided all the 
limitations are of this nature (Feame's Contingent Bemainders, p. 52, v. 9 ; 
p. 68). So, too, does the rule against double possibilities, whick forbids a 
limitation in favour of a child of an unborn person (Be Nash, Cook y. Frederick, 
[19101 1 Ch. 1, C. A.). 

(0 See Co. Litt. 290 b, Butler’s note. This applies also to copyholds, so that 
in trusts executed the beneficial estate descends m accordance with the special 
custom of the manor, e.g., to the youngest son {Trask v. Wood (1839), 4 My. & 
Cr. 824 ; Re Hudson, Cassels v. nudsony [1908] 1 Ch. 655) ; and so as to an 
equity of redemption {Fawcet v. Lowther (1751), 2 Ves. Sen. 300, 303). 

(u) Devises ol equitable estates were recognised at common law {Pawlett y. 
A,-G. (1667), Hard. 465, 469 ; and see Anon, (1679), 2 Cas. in Ch. 8 ; Blake y. 
h813), 2 Ball & B. 387). 

(a) The resemblance between legal and equitable estates was carried so far that 
trust estates tail were baned by fine and recovery, although they were in their 
nature incapable of these processes {Ooodrick v. Brown (1664), Freem. (cH.) 180; 
North V. Way (1681), 1 Vem. 13 ; Co. Litt. 290 b, Butler’s note (xiv.) ; Hopkins 
y. Hopkins (1738), 1 Atk. 681, 591) ; and similarly as to equities of redemption 
{Cashomey, Scar/e (1737), 1 Atk. 603; 2 White & Tud. L. C., 7th ed., p. 6). But 
there was a necessi^ exception as to forms of conveyance, since an equitable 
estate was incapable of livery of seisin, or of being conveyed under the Statute 
of Uses, and hence a trust e^te could be transfer^ by assignment or declara- 
tion of trust in writing, or, Wore the Statute of Frauds by parol. Under the 
modern system of conveyancing voluntary assignments of equitable estates are in 
practice always made by deed, but a transfer for value is equally effectual if made 
under hand only ; see title Deeds and Othsk Instruments, Yol. X., p. 375, 
note (d). Before ^e institution of the separate use a wife’s trust term was sub- 

i 'ect to alienation by her husband unless it had been assigned in trust for her with 
lis consent (Turner's Case (1681), 1 Vem. 7 ; Fitt y. Hunt (1681), 1 Vern. 18 ; 
Jewson y. Moulton (1742), 2 Atk. 417, 421) ; and after her aeath the husband 
surviving takes her chattels real vested in possession during the coverture 
without taking out administration to her, and therefore, also, her equitable 
term {He Bellamy, Elder y. Pearson (1883), 25 Oh. D. 620, 6231. 

(h) lliat is, by equitable execution (see title Execution), or by sale ; in this 
re8i)ect equity followed the law, and allowed the equitable remedy against 
only one half of the debtor’s real estate, as under a writ of degit Wore 
the Judgments Act, 1838 (1 & 2 Viot o. 110) (Sft^eman y. Ashdown (1743), 2 
Atk. 608 ; see Rowe v. Bant (1751), 1 Dick. 150). And as to the remedy 
against devisees of the debtor under stat (1691) 3 Will. & Mar. c. 14. soe 
Qawlor y. Wads (1707), 1 P. Wms. 99. 
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on the deed a clear intention apparent that the grantee of an 
equitable estate shall take the entire equitable fee simple, this 
may pass without express limitation of such an estate (c). 

104. But the analogy between legal and equitable estates does 
not in strictness apply as regards rights in favour of third parties 
such as escheat (d) and dower (e) — which are incident to the 


(c) ** In limitation of a trust either of real or personal estate to be determined 

[in a court of equity], the construction ought to be made according to the 
construction of limitations of a legal estate ; with this distinction, unless the intent 
of the testator or author of the trust plainly ajmears to the contrary ” [Qarth v. 
Baldwin (1755], 2 Ves. Son. 646, per Lord IUrdwicke, L.O., at p. 655; see 
Hayes, Introauction to Conreyancing, 5th ed., Vol. I., p. 92 ; ^ Williams 
on Settlements, p. 60) ; and effect has l^en given to this reservation in Pagh v. 
Drew (1809), 17 W. B. 988 ; Re Tringham'e TruaUt Tringham v. Greenhill, 
'1904] 2 Ch. 487; Re Oliver'a Settlement^ Evered v. Leigh^ ^ 

^lomtoUy Rodgers v/llonstoi}, [1909] 1 I. R. 319; Re Tharaby^a Settlement^ Grant 
V. Littledale, [1910] 2 Ch. 181, 189; see Re Ford and Ferguaon'a CWfrocf, [1900] 
1 1. R. 607 ; but see Re Irwin, Irwin v. Parhea, [1904] 2 Ch. 752, as to the oases 
to which the reservation is to be confined. In Bagahaw v. Spencer (1748), 2 Atk. 
577; 1 Ves. Sen. 142, Lord Haiidwiokb treated all trusts as executory for the 
purpose of the construction of equitable limitations, but in Qarth v. Baldwin^ 
supra, he did not carry this freedom of construction so far ; see Jonea v. Morgan 
(1783), 1 Bro. C. C. 206, 222. 

(d) Thus, escheat for lack of a tenant is an incident of the le^l estate, but it 
was not in eq^uity made an incident of the equitable estate. In the case of a 
trust, it is probable that, on escheat of the legal estate, the lord took it free from 
the trust, and, if this was so, there was no reason for allowing him an escheat of 
the equitable estate as well. But the point was not settled, and, in fact, escheat 
of the legal estate was an unlikely event. On the other hand, upon the death 
of the cestui oue trust intestate and without heirs, the lord could not call for a 
conveyance from the trustee, who therefore kept the land for his own benefit 

V. Sands (1669), Hard. 488; Burgess v. Wheats (1759), 1 Eden, 177, per 
Henlev, Lord Keeper, and Cx^KE, M.R.). Lord Mansfield, C.J., who 
delivered a dissentient judgment in Burgess v. wheats, supra, considered that the 
lord's legal estate by escheat would be subject to the trust, and that on the 
other hand the lord would take beneficially by escheat of the equitable estate. 

In the case of an equity of redemption also, the legal estate and not the 
equity escheated (Burgess v. Wheate, auwa, at p. 256; Fawcet v. Lowther (1751), 
2 v^. Sen. 300); but the lord, on the escheat of the legal estate, took it 
subject to the equity of redemption ; the mortgagee, on the other band, in the 
event of the death of the mortgagor intestate and without heirs, was entitled to 
hold the estate free from the equity of redemption unless it was required for 
creditors of the mortgagor, or unless the mortgagee, by suing the personal 
representatives for the mortgage debt, made himself liable to reconvey to them 
(Burgess v. Wheate, supra, at pp. 210, 266 ; Oardon v. Gordon (\^2\), 3 Swan. 
400). Similarly, under the modem system of conveying freehold hereditaments 
in possession by grant, the mortgagee under a legal mor^ge becomes seised at 
law of the hereditaments, so as, in the case of customary freeholds, to be subject 
to the legal incidents of tenure ; while the mortgagor, on the other hand, although 
remaining in possession, is not so subject. Consequently a heriot is not due on 
the death of the mortgagor (CopaUake v. Iloper, [1908] 2 Ch. 10, C. A. ; see 
articles by T. Cyprian Williams in 61 SoL Jo. 478, 496 ; 62 ibid., 610) ; and 
title CoPYUOLDs, Vol. VHL, p. 39. 

(e) The refusal of equity to allow a wife dower out of an equitable estate 
appears to have been originally based on the same principle as the refusal to 
Mlow escheat. Dower was an incident of the legal estate, and was not made 
incident also to the equitable estate. But where the legal estate was in a 
trustee the dowreas comd only take subject to the trust, and hence she was, in 
effect, excluded both from the legal and the equitable estate. However correct 
theoretically, this was felt to be wrong practically, since dower was a right of 
property wmeh might fairly be claimM against an equitable as much as against 
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legal estate. These remain incident to the legal estate ; they are 
not transferred to the equitable estate, nor are the^ doubled by 
corresponding rights being given also against the equitable estate. 
Exceptions to this rule, however, have been introduced by 
statute (/). 

Sub-Sect. b,-—E(iuitaUe Interesti in PerBonal PropeHy and under ContracU, 

105. Equitable interests may subsist also in personal property 
by reason of the creation of trusts ; and, upon a mortgage of 
such property, an equity of redemption will arise in favour of the 
mortgagor, which will last until the property has been lawfully sold 
by the mortgagee, or until he has obtained a judgment for fore- 
closure {h). And to the legal and equitable interests thus co-existing 
the same principles apply as in the case of real property. The 
burdens incident to the legal estate must be borne by the legal 
owner, and cannot be enforced against the cestui que trust (i), 


a legal estate, and it was allowed out of an equity of redemption by Jekyll, 
M.Ii., in BanJcs v. Sutton (1732), 2 P. Wms. 700. But too many titles bad been 
accepted on the faith of the existence of a trust being a protection against dower 
to allow of the rule being set aside, and dower was not admitted in the case 
either of a trust estate or of an equity of redemption existing at the date of the 
marriage (Chaplin v. Chaplin (1733), 3 P. Wms. 229 ; A. -O', v. iScof^ (1735), Cas. 
Ump, Talb. 138; Godwin v. Winemore (17*12), 2 Atk. 625; D'Arcy v. Blake 
0805), 2 Sch. & Lef. 387). And similarly as to froobench (Forder v. Wade 
(1794), 4 Bro. 0. 0. 521 ; Smith v. Adams (l854), 6 De G. M. & G. 712, 0. A. ; 
compare Godwin v. Winsmorsy supra). But tne theory that rights peculiar to the 
legal estate are not to be extended to the equitable estate was never applied to a 
tenancy by the curtesy. This was treated m subject to the general principle that 
the rules of property ought to be the same in all courts, and it was allowed both 
in the case of trust estates {]VaUsy. Ball (1708), 1 P. Wms. 108) and of equities 
of redemption (^Cashorne v, Scarfe (1737), 1 Atk. 603 ; 2 White & Tud. L. 0., 
7 th ed., p. 6)— in the latter case on the ground that the mortgagor was to be 
regarded as in equitable seisin of the estate, which of course should have been 
equally eiTectual to give a right of dower. But the inconsistency was allowed 
to stand ; see D'Arcy v, Blake^ supra, per Lord Redesdalb, L.O., at p. 389. 

(/) Thus, under the Intestates Estates Act, 1884 (47 & 48 Viet. c. 71), s. 4, 
equitable estates may escheat to the Crown ; and under the Dower Act, 1833 
(3 & 4 Will. 4, c. 105), dower is allowed out of equitable estates. 

(y) A trust is the usual mode of creating successive interests in personal property 
(see Pearne, Contingent Remainders, p. 407, y.), and is essential for this puimose 
in assignments inter vivos; though under wills a future interest could be 
created at law in chattels real by way of executory gift, and a future interest 
in chattels could be siniilarly created in equity (see Vachd v. Vachel (1669), 1 
Cas. in Ch. 129). Originally, in order to secure t^ effect, the preceding bequest 
for life must have been of the use of the chattels, not of the chattels themselves ; 
but this distinction was abandoned (Feame, Contingent Remainders, p. 406) ; and 
the former practice of requiring tne legatee for life to give security was also 
abandoned, and he was required instead to sign and deposit with the master an 
inventory of the goods (^Foley v. Burnell (1783^ 1 Bro. C. C. 274, 279 ; Conduitt v. 
Soane (1844), 1 Coll. 285). But the legatee for life is still entitled absolutely to 
things quae usu consumuntur {Randall v. Russell (1817), 3 Mer. 190; Andrew v. 
Andrew (1845), 1 Coll. 686, 691). As to equitable security on a policy of life 
insurance, see Crossley v. CVfy or Glasgow Life Assurance Co, (1876), 4 Ch. D.421. 

(A) Foi^osure or sale is me appropriate remedy in the case of personal 
property not passing by delivery {I^don and Midland Bank v. MitcheUy [1899] 
2 Cn. 161 ; narrold v. Plenty ^ [1901] 2 Oh. 314) ; but where the property passes 
by delivery, the mortgage operates by way of pledge, and foreclosure does not 
lie {Carter v. Wake (18771,4 Gh. D. 605). 

(•} Thus a trustee of shares is liable for calls {Re ElecMe Telegraph Co. of 



Part III.— Equitable Interests in Pbopebtt. 


97 


who, on the other hand, is bound to indemnify the trustee against 
such burdens, and is entitled to the beneficial enjoyment of the 
property (*:). 

106. The doctrine of trusts applies also to contracts, and where 
two persons enter into a contract which is intended to be for the 
benefit of a third person, such person is a cestui que trust under 
the contract, and may enforce it in a court of equity (Z) ; thus, under 
articles of partnership a trust may be created in favour of the widow 
of one of the partners (m). And in a settlement by way of covenant, 
if the covenant is already perfect, equity will interfere in favour of 
a volunteer, even though the deed has been kept by the settlor 
till his death, and not communicated to the trustees or the cestui 
que trust (n) ; and volunteers who are defeated by the covenantor 
conveying away trust property may, after his death, claim against 
his assets (o). 

Sub-Sec3T. 6. — Imperfect Gifts not Assisted, 

107. Equitable interests in property may be created in favour 
of volunteers, but a court of equity does not interfere to perfect 


Ireland^ Bunn's Case (1800), 2 De Q. F. & J. 275, 0, A. ; Re Moseley Green Coal 
and Coke Co.^ Ltd,^ Barrett's Case (1864), 4 De Q. J. & Sm. 416 ; Re East of Kwjland 
Banking Co,t Ex parte Bugg (1865), 2 Drew. & Sm. 452); and this liability is 
not limited to the amount of tne trust estate (Leif child's Case (1865), L. R. 1 Eq, 
231 ; Muir v. City oj Glasgow Bank (1879), 4 App. Gas. 337) ; and he holds “ in 
his own right ” so as to be qualified (where this is a requirement) for director- 
ship (Pulhrook V. Richmond Consolidated Mining Go, (i878), 9 Oh D. 610; 
liainhridge v. Smith (1889), 41 Ch. D, 402, C. A. ; Cooper v. Griffin, [1892] 1 
Q. B. 740, C. A. ; SuWm v. English and Colonial Produce Co, (1902), 60 W. R, 
571). A mortgagee who takes a transfer of the mortgaged shares is in the same 
position (Royal Bank of India's Case (1869), 4 Oh. App. 252 ; Weikershcim's Case 
(1873), 8 Oh. App. 831). So a trustee (Gretton v. Diggles (1813), 4 Taunt. 766) and 
a mortgagee by assignment (llaig v. i/b77W7i (1830), 4 Bli. (N. 8.) 380, H. L. ; Stone 
V, Evans (1796), Peake, Ada Cas. 94) of leasehold property ore liable at law 
upon the covenants in the lease ; but cannot be compelled in equity to perform 
them (Syarkes v. Smith (1692), 2 Vem. 275); and an equitable interest in lease- 
holds, though accompanied by possession, imposes no direct liability. As to a 
mortgagee by deposit, see Moores v. Cheat (1839), 8 Sira. 508 ; Robinson y, Rosher 
(1841), 1 Y. & G. Oh. Cas. 7 ; Moore v. Greg (1848), 2 Ph. 717 ; as to a cestui que 
trust, see Nokes v. Fish (1857), 3 Drew. 735 ; and as to an equitable assignee under 
an agreement to take an assignment, see Cox v. Bishop (1857), 8 De S, M. & G. 
815, 0. A. ; Friary, Holroyd, and Healey's Breweries, Ltd, v. Singleton, [1899] 
1 Ch. 86. 

(k) As to shares, see Hughes- Hallettv, Indian Mammoth Gold Mines Co, (1882), 
22 Ch. D. 561 ; Hardoon v. Beldios, [1901] A. 0. 118, 123, P. 0. ; as to leases, 
see Close v. Wilberforce (1838), 1 Beav. 112; WUlson v. Bernard (1840), 3 Beav. 
373 ; Nokes y. Fish, supra ; but the company or lessor may be able to make use 
of the trustee’s right of indemnity so as, in effect, to secure payment by the 
cestui que trust (Cruse v. Paine (1868), L. R. 6 Eq. 641 ; see Re European Society 
Arbitration Acts, Ex parte British Nation Life Assurance Association (Liquidators) 
(1878), 8 Ch. D. 679. 708, 0. A.). 

(0 Gandy y, Gandy (1885), 30 Ch. D. 57. 0. A. 

(m) Re navell, Murray y, Flavell (1883), 25 Ch. D. 89, 0. A. ; and see title 
Pautnehship. 

(n) Pletcher v. Fletcher (1844), 4 Hare, 67 ; see Bridgey, Bridge (1852), 16 Bear. 
315, 321. But where the settlement by way of covenant is not complete (e,g,, 
in the case of a covenant to surrender copyholds) equity will not interfere (Jefferye 
V. Jefferys (1841), Or. A Ph. 138: Deningy. tfare (1856), 22 ]^av. 184). 

(o) friRtamson v. Codrington (1750), 1 Yes. Sen. 511. 
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an imperfect gift (p). In order to render a voluntary eettlement 
valid and effectual, the settlor must either (1) have done everything 
wliich, according to the nature of the property comprised in the 
settlement, was necessary to be done to transfer the property, and 
to render the settlement binding on him — this is effected when he 
actually transfers his own interest in the property to the donee or 
to trustees for the donee ; or (2) while retaining the property in him- 
self, the donor must have declared himself to be a trustee of it for 
the donee. But the court does not treat an imperfect gift by way 
of transfer as a declaration of trust (q). If the donor has only an 
equitable interest vested in him, the gift is effectually made by an 
assignment of this interest (r), and notice to the trustees is not 
essential (s ) ; similarly a chose in action may be given by an 
equitable assignment, without notice to the debtor (f). And if 
there is an intention to give property or release a debt, and the 
legal estate in the property becomes vested in the donee, or the 
debt becomes extinguished at law, though not in equity, this com- 
pletes the gift or release (u). 

Sect. 2. — Equitable InteresU under Contracts of Sale (a). 

108. Upon the signing of a contract for sale of land a change 
takes place in the equitable, but not in the legal, interest in the land. 
At law the purchaser has no right to the land, nor the vendor to 
the money, until the conveyance is executed (6). But in equity, if 

(p) Seo the early cases oolleotedin note to fFard v. Audland (1845), 8 Beav. 
201 213. 

{g) Milroy v. Lord (1862), 4 Be G. F. & J. 264, 0. A., per Turneb, L.J., at 
p. 274. ** There is no case in which a party has been compelled to perfect a 
gift which in the mode of making it he has left imperfect,” per Grant, M.R., in 
Antrohua v. Smith (1805), 12 Ves. 39, 46; see Jone$ y. Lock (1865), 1 Ch. App. 
25 (delivery of a cheque to a child with words of gift, the cheque being at once 
taken back and retained by the donor) ; Antrobua v. Smith, aupra ; Dillon v. 
Coppin (1839), 4 My. & Or. 647 ; Warriner v. Rogers (1873), L. R. 16 Eq. 340; 
Ihartley v. Nicholson (1875), L. E. 19 £q. 233 (all oases of attempted gift of 
shares in partnership or company, but no actual transfer, or declaration of trust) ; 
Richards v. Delbridge (1874), L. E. 18 Eq. 11 (property not effectually given by 
indorsement of a memorandum of gift on a title deed! ; Re Breton's Estate, 
Breton v. Woollven (1881), 17 Ch. D. 416 (imperfect gift of furniture); Re 
Richardson, Shillito v. Hobson (1885), 30 Ch. 1). 396, C. A. (an equitable mortgage 
by deposit of deed not effectually transferred by parol gilt witJbi delivery of 
the deed) ; see title Gifts. 

(r) Kekewich v. Manning (1851), 1 Be G. M. & G. 176, C. A. 

fa) Donaldson y. Donaldson (1854), Kay, 711. 

(<) Harding v. Harding (1886), 17 Q. 6. B. 442 ; Re Patrick, Bills v. Tatham, 
n891] 1 Ch. 82, 0. A. ; compare Foriescus v. Barnett (1834), 3 My. & K. 36 
(assignment of life policy by deed). A bond must be transferr^ to a volunteer 
by instrument under se!u {Edwards v. Jones (1836), 1 My. & Cr. 226); but an 
ordinaty chose in action can be transferred by any means which opeiate as an 
equitable assignment, such as the indorsement and delivery of a banker's deposit 
receipt (f?e Griffin, Griffin v. Griffin, [1899] 1 Ch. 408). 

(t() This happens when the donor or creditor appoints the donee or debtor to 
be his executor ; see, as to debts, Strong v. BM (1874), L. 18 Eq. 315; Be 
Applehee, Leveson v. Beales, [1891] 3 Ch. 422 ; as to gifts, Re Griffin, Griffin y 
Griffin, supra; Re Stewart, Stewart v. AfcZ^tiy5ftA, [1908] 2 Ch. 251 ; and see 
Be Junes, tunes y. /nncs, [1910] 1 Ch. 188. 

(a) See title Sals of Land. 

(5) Fludyer y. Cocker (1805), 12 Yes. 25, 27 ; LaCrd y. Pm (184 1), 7 M. & W. 474 ; 
East London Union (Guardians) v. Metro^itan Rail, Co, (1869), B. E. 4 Ex<^. 309 
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the contract is one of which specific performance would be 
ordered (c), the beneficial interest passes to the purchaser imme- 
diately on the signing of the contract, and thereupon the vendor, 
in regard to his legal ownership and possession of the land, 
becomes constructively a trustee for the purchaser (d). As such 
trustee he is bound to take reasonable care of the property, since 
the purchaser is entitled to have it handed over to him on completion 
in the same condition as when he entered into the contract («). On 
the other hand, the property is, from the date of the contract, at 
the risk of the purchaser, and he has no claim against the vendor 
for depreciation which is not due to the vendor’s neglect (/) ; but 
he is entitled to accessions to the value (^). Before the purchdHser 
can be required to complete the vendor must make out his title ; 
but pending completion he retains an interest in the property, 
since it forms the security for the purchase-money. Thus the 
vendor is not a mere dormant trustee; he is a trustee having a 
personal and substantial interest in the property, a right to protect 
that interest, and an active right to assert that interest if anything 
should be done in derogation of it (/i). 

a Cornwall y. IJenaon, [18^9] 2 Ch. 710; Boe title Specific Perfoumance. 
Hadley v. London Bank of Scotland (1865), 3 De O. J. & Sm. 63, 70, C. A. ; 
Shaw V. Foster (1872), L. R. 5 II. L. 321, per Lord Cairns, at p. 338, per Lord 
Hatuerley, L.O., at p. 366 ; LysagU v. Edwards (1876), 2 Ch. D. 499 ; boo Rose 
V. Watson (1864), 10 ll. L. Cas. 672 ; Re Thomas^ Thomas v. Howell (1886), 34 
Ch. D. 166. But the vendor is not at once a mere trustee, y He is in progress 
towards it, and finally becomes such when the money is paid, and when he is 
bound to convey ” (iraW y. Bright (1820), 1 Jao. & W. 494, per Plumbr, M.R., 
at p. 503). ** He is certainly a trustee for the purchaser ; a trustee, no doubt, 
with peculiar duties and liabilities, for it is a fallacy to BU]>po8e that every 
trustee has the same duties and liabilities ; but he is a trustee (Egmont {Earl) 
V. Smithy Smith v. Egmont {^Earl) (1877), 6 Ch. D. 469, per Jessel, M.K., at 
p. 476). 

(c) Foster v. Deacon (1818), 3 Madd. 394 ; and see note (A), infra. 

(/) Robertson Y. Skelton (1849), 12 Beav. 260; and loss by fire falls on the 
purchaser (Counter y, Macpherson (1845), 6 Moo. P. C. C. 83, 105) ; see Rayner v. 
Preston (1881), 18 Ch. D. 1, C. A.) ; the older cases were in favour of the property 
being at the vendor’s risk till the time for completion ; see Ashb., p. 504, n. (o). 
M Vesey v. Elwood (1842), 3 Dr. & War. 74, 79. 

(h) Shaw V. Foster^ supra, at p. 338 ; Raffrty v. Schofield, [1897] 1 Ch. 937, 
943. It has been much discus^ whether the vendor’s lien upon the property 
places him, while he remains in possession, on the footing of a mortgagee, so ns 
to render him accountable, without special circumstances, for wilful default 
According to Sherwin v. Shahspear (1854), 5 De Q. M. & O. 617, 0. A., he is a 
trustee rather than a mortgagee, and chargeable for wilful default only on special 
circumstances being shown. 13ut in Phillips v. Sylvester (1872), 8 Ch. App, 
173, 176, Lord Selborne, L.C., put him on the footing of a mortgagee in pos- 
session ; and this case, though it has been adversely criticised (Dart, Vendors 
and Purchasers, 7th ed., p. 674), has been treated as stating the existing law 
[Royal Bristd Permanent Building Society v. Bomash (1887), 35 Ch. D. 390, 398). 
At any rate, the vendor is liable to the purchaser if he allows yearly property, 
which can be readily let, to remain unlet, or if he neglects to keep agricultural 
land in a proper state of cultivation {Egmont {Earl) v. Smith, Smith v. Egmont 
{Earl), supra, at p. 474). Practically the test appears to be whether the 
vendor has taken reasonable care of the property (Royal Bristol Permanent 
Building Society v. Bomash, supra; Clarks v. Ramuz, [1891] 2 Q. B. 456, 0. A.). 
But the purchaser is not entitled to an allowance for deterioration happening 
after he took possession, or after a title has been shown under which he could 
safely take possession {Binks v. Rokdty (Lord) (1818), 2 Swan. 222, 226; Minchin 
V. Wanes (1841), 4 Beav. 332). 
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109 . The date for completion specified in the contract does not 
affect the equitable relation of vendor and purchaser. Before this 
date the purchaser is already equitable owner subject to completion. 
It marks, however, the time when the purchaser becomes entitled 
to the rents and profits, and the vendor to interest on the unpaid 
purchase-money (t)» If date is fixed by the contract, then the date 
for completion is the time when the vendor has made out his title, and 
when, therefore, the purchaser could safely take possession (k). 

Where the vendor has entered into a subsequent contract for sale, 
the first purchaser, provided his contract is specifically enforceable (i), 
has the better title, and can assert it in an action for specific per- 
formance against the vendor and the second purchaser, unless the 
latter has obtained the legal estate without notice (m). 

Sect. 8. — Restrictive Covenants {n), 

110 . As between lessor and lessee both the burden and the benefit 
of a covenant which touches or concerns the land, and is not merely 
collateral, run with the reversion and the term at law(o) ; though 
when the covenant relates to a thing not in esse at the time of the 
demise, the assigns of the lessee must be named to make it binding 
on them (p). As between persons interested in land otherwise than 
as lessor and lessee, the benefit of a covenant may run with the land 
at law, but not the burden (q). The burden, however, may run with 
the land in equity if the covenant is negative (?*)• 

111 . A restrictive covenant creates an equitable interest in the 
land of the nature of a negative easement, and, in accordance with 
the maxim qui prior est tempore^ potior est jure («), it binds 
subsequent equitable owners, whether they take with notice of it 
or not ; and it binds also a subsequent legal owner unless he 
obtained the legal estate for value and without notice («). 


(t) But where the oontraot only fixes the date of completion, and does not 
stipulate as to interest, this rule is subject to exceptions (Esdaile y. Stephenson 
(1822), 1 Sim. & St 122). 

(A*) Carrodus v, S/<arp (1855), 20 Beay. 56 ; Barsht y. Tagg, [1900] 1 Ch. 231 , 235. 

(/) Qoodwiny, Fielding (1853), 4 De G. M. & Q. 90 ; Hoghton y. Money 
(1866), 2 Ch. App. 164. 

(m) Pester y. handers (1846), 6 Hare, 1 ; Trinidad Asphalts Co, y. Coryat, 
[1896] A. 0. 687, P. C. 

{n) See titles Laiodloed and Tenant; Beal Peoperty and Chattels 
Beal; Sale of Land. 

(r>) The proposition stated in the text is based upon the doctrines laid down 
in Spencer's Case (1583), 5 Co. Bep. 16 a; 1 Smith, L. C., 11th ed. 55, and upon 
statutory extensions of those doctrines introduced by stat (1540) 32 lien. 8, 
c. 34, and the Cony^ncing Act, 1881 (44 & 45 Yict. c. 41), ss. 10, 11; see 
also title Contract, Vol. Vll., p. 504. 

^ (g) See Dewar v. Qoudman^ [1907] 1 K, B. 612; [1908] 1 K. B. 94 ; [1909] 

{a\ Austerherry v. Oldham Corporation (1885), 29 Oh. D. 750, 0. A. 

(r) The equitable doctrine does not apply to coyenants which require an act to 
be done by the ooyenantor, such as the expenditure of money in repairs (//ay- 
wood y. Brunswick Building Society (1881), 8 Q. B. D. 403, 0. A.; see Andrew 
y. Aitken (1882), 22 Ch. D. 218y As to the meaning of a coyenant not to erect 
more than one nouse on a particular site, see Uford Park EsUties, Ltd, y. Jac^, 
[19031 2 Ch. 522. 

(s) See p. 79, ante, 

(a) This doctrine was first established by Talk y. Moxhay (1848), 2 Ph. 774, 
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Frequently each covenants are created on the sale of plots of land 
under a common building scheme ; and then, although there is no 
express contract that the various purchasers shall have the benefit 
of the covenants entered into by the other purchasers with the com* 
mon vendor, yet such a contract will be implied and, accordingly, 
each purchaser and his assigns can obtain an injunction against 
other purchasers (6) or (as to unsold plots) against the vendor (c) to 
restrain a breach of the covenants. But the vendor may expressly 
reserve to himself the right of dispensing with the observance of 
the covenants (d). 

and, as there laid down, it depended on the subsequent owner taking with notice 
of the covenant. ** It is said that the covenant being one which does not run 
with the land, this court cannot enforce it ; but the question is, not whether 
the covenant runs with the land, but whether a party shall permitted to use 
the land in a manner inconsistent with the contract entered into by his vendor, 
and with notice of which he purchased *' : ptr LordCoTTKNHAM, L.O., at p. 777 ; 
see TPiVaon v. Ilart (1866), 1 Oh. App. 463. The principle applies to other forms 
of property, snch as ships iVe MatU>$ v. Oihton (1860), 4 De Q. & J. 276, 282, 0. A.) ; 
and it applies even thougn there is no antecedent relation, such as that of vendor 
and purchaser, or lessor and lessee {Luker v. Dennis (1877), 7 Oh. D. 227, 
j*er Fry, J., at p. 236). But the view that the covenant runs in equity by reason 
of notice has been set aside in favoiur of the principle that it creates an equitable 
interest in the land of the nature of a negative easement (but see NitokeB A Co,, 
Ltd, v. Dice, [1902] A. 0. 24, 32, 35) ; and, like a le^l easement, it gives a present 
interest in the land and is not obnoxious to the rule a^inst perpetuities {f.ondun 
and South Western Hail, Co, v. Oamm (1882), 20 Oh. 1;. 562, 0. A,, per Jkssrl, 
M.R., at p. 583; Formhy v. Barker, [1003] 2 Ch. 539, 552, C. A.). It 
follows that it binds a subsequent equitable owner, though without notice, and 
a subsequent legal owner unless he is protected as a purchaser for value without 
notice {ibid.; Jhtgtrs v. lloergood, [1900] 2 Ch. 388, 405, 0. A.; Oeborne v. 
Bradley, [1903] 2 Ch. 446, 451 ; Re Nishet and Vom Contraet, [1906] 1 Ch. 386, 
C. A., amrmingFARWBLL, J., [1905] 1 Ch. 391 ; compare A vera^Zv. M'acZe(1835), 
L. & G. temp, bugd. 252, 260 ; and as to notice, see Rowell v. Saichell, [1903] 2 
Ch. 212). As to negative covenants, see title Easements, Vol. XI., pp. 240, 247. 

A purchaser will be bound by tiie covenants if he receives notice before tho 
compfetion of his contract, and hence he can refuse to complete on the ground of 
there being covenants affecting the property which were not disclosed before the 
contract uleeve v. Bcrridge (1«88), 20 Q. B. D. 523. 0. A. ; Re White ami Smith" $ 
Cbr»<rar<, [1896] 1 Ch. 637 ; Molyneux v. Hawtrry, [190-i] 2 K. B. 487, 0. A.). 

(/>) RmuU V. Cowliehaw (1878), 9 Ch. D. 125, per Uall, V.-O,, at p. 129 ; 
affirmed (1879), 11 Ch. D. 866, 0. A. ; Nottingham Patent Brick and Tile Co, v. 
Buller (1885), 15 Q. B. D. 261 ; affirmed (1886), 16 Q. B. D. 778, 0. A. : C^tUne 
V. CasUe (1887), 36 Ch. D. 243 ; Spicer v. Martin (1888), 14 App. Caa. 12; 
EUuUm T. Readier, [1908] 2 Ch. 374 ; and whether the plots are sold at the same 
or at successive sales, provided the stipulations were a conffition at each sale 
{Rowell V. Satchel I, supra), Ilestrictive covenants may be registered against 
land registered under the Land Transfer Acts, 1875 and 1897 (38 & 39 Yict. 
c. 87 ; 60 A 61 Viet c. 65) ; but the registration does not make the covenants 
enforceable between purchasers of the laud se, where they are not otherwise 
enforceable by virtue of a building scheme (WilU v. St, John, [1910] 1 Ch. 325, 
C. A.}. A purchaser who is shown the building plan is not tiecessarily entitled 
to the benefit of the covenants (Toc/ivr V. [1893] 1 Ch. 195). Whore a 

vendor sells adjoining lots at different times to different purchasers under 
similar restrictions, this in itself does not entitle the purchaser of one plot to 
enforce the covenants as against the other {Master v. Hansard (1876), 4 Ch. D. 
718, 0. A.). And as to what constitutes a building scheme, see Osborne v. 
Bradley, [1903] 2 Ch. 446 ; A.-G, v. Richmond Corporation (1903), 89 L. T. 700 ; 
Reid V. Bickertdajf, [1909] 2 Ch. 305, 0. A. ; Tuhbs v. Esser (1910), 26 T. L. B. 
145 ; and as to non-liability of an owner for breaches of covenant by a pro 
deoessor, see Powdl v. Hdmsley, [1909] 2 Oh. 252. 

(c) Re Birmingham and District Land Co. and AUday, £16931 1 Ch. 342* 

(iQ Everett v. Remington, [1892] 3 Oh. 148. 

HJi.— XIU. P 


8xot. 8. 
Bestiictlva 
Covenants. 

Building 

scheme. 




Equity. 


loa 

Smot. $. In the absence of a buUding scheme, a purchaser of a neigh- 
SestilctlTe bouring plot of land will not take the benefit of the covenant unless 
Covenants, opon his purchase he contracts to have it(e); nor unless the 
wh«««, covenant, on being entered into by the first purchaser, is so 
baSStoT attached to the land retained by the vendor as to pass with different 
parts of that land to subsequent purchasers by mere conveyance of 
the land, e.p., where it is entered into for the benefit of the vendors, 
their heirs and assigns, “ and others claiming under them any of 
their adjoining lands ”(/). A covenant in form positive maybe 
in substance negative, and therefore enforceable as a restrictive 
covenant (^r). 

fidesM of A restrictive covenant will cease to be enforceable if the character 
reitrictire of the neighbourhood has been so altered as to render the enforce- 

ooTeoant. ment useless (k), or if the persons entitled to the benefit of it have 

acquiesced in the changed user of the property (i). It will be 
presumed to have been released if there has been for many years 
an open enjoyment of the land inconsistent with it (J). It will be 
extinguished upon purchase of the land under the Lands Glauses 
Consolidation Act, 1845 (k), and compensation can be claimed for its 
value (f). 


Part IV, — Equitable Doctrines Affecting 
Property. 

Sect. 1. — Equitable Assignments. 

Anlgnmcnti U2. It was the policy of the common law that no mere possi- 
permitted ir bility, or contingent right or title, or thing in action should be 
assigned, since this might lead to litigation (m) ; but the validity 
of the reason was not recognised in equity, and assignments were 
permitted both of contingent interests in real and leasehold estate 
and of choses in action (n). This was based partly upon the 
doctrine that an assignment operates by way of contract, and on 

fe) RenaU v. Cowlhhaw (1878), 9 Ch. D. 125. 

(/) Eogera v, Ilvsegood^ [1900] 2 Ch. 388, 405, C. A. ; see Reid v. Bickerataff, 
[1909] 2 Ch. 805. 0. A. 

{y) CaU T. Tourle (1869), 4 Ch. App. 654 ; Clegg v. Hands (1890), 44 Ch. D. 503, 
619, C. A. 

(4) Bedford {Duke) v. British Museum {Trustees) (1822), 2 My. A K. 552; see 
Knight v. Simmondst [1896] 2 Ch. 294, 0. A. ; Osoome v. Bradley ^ [1903] 2 Ch. 
446, 452 ; see Elliston v. Reacher, [1908] 2 Ch. 374, 393. 

C1i*1d^ 103 0 (1822), Turn. A E. 18 ; Sayers v. CoByer (1884), 28 

^^^i) Qihson V. i>oeg (1867), 2 H. A N. 615; Hepworth v. Pickles, [1900] 1 Ch. 

(i) Baity v. De Crespigny (1869), L. E. 4 Q. B. 180; see title Comfulso&v 
PUBCBASE OF LanB AND COMPENSATION, Vol. VL, pp. 367 et SSq, 

(0 Kirby V. HarrogaU School Board, [1896] 1 Ch. 437, C. A. ; compare Tendring 
Union Guardians v. Dowtm, [1891] 3 Ch. 26, 0. A. 

(m) LampePs Cass (1612), 10 Co. Bep. 46 b, 48 a. 

(n) ITr^At ▼. (1750), 1 Vee. Sen. 409; see, generally, title Choses 

IN AonoN, VoL IV., pp, 374 eH sag. 
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this footing it \ra8 necessary that there should be a valuable con- ** 

sideration to make the contract enforceable (o). But in another Equitable 
view the effect of the assignment was to make the assignor a trustee Assi^- 
for the assignee (jp), and this did not require any consideration. 

At the present time the distinction is not primarily between the 
presence or absence of consideration, but whether the disposition 
amounts to an absolute assignment, so as to put the assignee in the 
place of the assignor, in which case it is good, though voluntary (<;) ; 
or whether it merely gives a charge on property, in which case it 
operates by way of contract, and requires a valuable consideration 
to support it (r). 

113. To constitute an equitable assignment of a chose in action Title uDiier 
no particular form of words is required ; an engagement or direction equitable 
by a debtor to pay out of a specified debt or fund constitutes an 
equitable assignment, though it does not operate as an assignment 

of the whole fund or debt. A mere charge on a fund or debt 
operates as a partial equitable assignment (a). Notice to the person 
owing the debt, or to the holder of the fund, is not necessary to 
complete the title of the assignee (t) ; but if he omits to give such 
notice, a subsequent assignee, who took without notice of the first 
charge, may, by giving notice, obtain priority over him (o). In the 
case of a legal chose in action the assignee can now obtain a legal 
title by the assignment — i.e., the right to sue in his own name — if 
the assignment is absolute (6) and is of the entire debt (c), 

114. Sometimes the instrument creating a chose in action Chose in 
makes it assignable by the creditor free from equities between Jbie°sljb?tH;?* 
himself and the debtor, and then the debtor is bound to pay the 
assignee, although he has a claim against the assignor which might 

be used by way of defence or set-off in an action brought by the 


(o) “An Msirament always operates by way of agreement or contract; 
amounting in the consideration of this court to this, that one agrees with 
another to transfer” (fi'riff/it v. Wright (1760), 1 Ves. Sen. 409, per Lord 
Hahdwicke, L.O., at p. 412). 

(p) See p. 10, ante; compare Fulham v, McCarthy (1848), 1 H. L. Cos. 703. 
{g) See p. 98, aute, and Sguih ▼. IVyn (1717), 1 P. Wma 378 ; Nunney 

V. Morgan (1887), 37 Ch. D. 346, 352, C. A. 


(r) Jte Lucan (Earl), Jfardinge v. Golden 
{$) Durham Brothers y, RvherUon, [1898* 
at p. 769 ; Bodick v. Oandell (1852), 1 De C 


irdinge v. Golden (1890), 45 Ch. D. 470. 
RoherUon, [1898] 1 Q. U, 765, 0. A., per 
ill (1852), 1 De O. M. & 0. 763, per Lord 


, per CuiTTT, L. J., 
Lord Trubo, L.C., 


at p. 777 ; Brown, Shipley Co. y. Rough (1885), 29 Ch. D. 848, 851, 0. A. ; 
Qorringe y. Trwell India Rubber and Outta rercha Works (1886), 34 C^. D. 128, 
C. A., per Cotton, L.J., at p. 134; Brandt's (WUliam) Sons de Co. v. Dunlop 
Rubber Co., [1905] A. 0. 454. 

(<) Ward y. Duucombe, [1893] A. C. 369, per Lord Macnaouten, at p. 392. 

(c) />ear/ev.//a//(1828),3Eu88.1; Jie/>attai,[1904]20h.385,0.A. Similarly 
a stop order on a fund in court will give priority to a second incumbrancer, 
provided be did not take with notice (Re Holmes (A. D.) (1885), 29 Ch. I). 780, 
C. A. ; see 72^ Eyton, Bartlett y. Charles (1890), 45 CTi. D. 458). 

(6) Judicature Act, 1873 (36 & 37 Yict o. 66), s. 25 (6) (including assignmenti 
by way of moHgage ; Durham Brothers v. Robekson, supra; see Hughes y, I^mp 
House HoUl Co., [1902] 2 K. B. 190, C. A.). 

(c) Forster y. Baker (1910), 102 L. T. 522, C. A., affirming dedsion of Bbay, J., 
ihid,, p. 29, and not following Shipper and Tucker v. Holloway (1909), 79 L. J. 
(s. B.) 91 , reversed on another ground, ibid., p. 490 ; compare «/onef v. HurnphreySm 
[1902] 1 K B. 10. 
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Sbot. 1 . assignor (i). But otherwise an equitable assignment is subject to 
Equitable the rule that the assignee takes subject to all rights of set-off and 
Assign* defences existing between the debtor and the assignor; except 

meats. that, after notice of an assignment of a chose in action, the debtor 

cannot by payment or otherwise do anything to take away or 
diminish the rights of the assignee as they stood at the time of 
the notice (e), 

AMfgDment 116. An assignment for valuable consideration of property to 
of after- be afterwards acquired by the assignor operates as a covenant to 
assign it when acquired, and the beneficial interest passes so soon 
^ ^ as the property is acquired by the assignor (/). 

Sect. 2. — Conversion, 

116. The rule that equity considers that as done which ought 
to be done has given rise to the doctrine of conversion {g) by means 
of which land may be impressed with the legal qualities of personal 
estate, and money may be impressed with the legal qualities of real 
estate, although no actual sale or purchase, as the case may be, has 
taken place. This change of one kind of property into the other 
may follow from a direction contained in a will or settlement, from 
a contract, or from an order of the court (h). The general principle 
is that land directed or agreed to be sold and turned into money, or 
money directed or agreed to be laid out in the purchase of land is to 
be considered as that species of property into which it is directed or 
agreed to be converted : thus the owner of the property or the 
contracting parties may make land money, or money land (i). It 
follows that no change is effected %vhere land is directed to be sold 
and the proceeds reinvested in the purchase of landO). 


Theoretical 
oonveniion of 
land into 
money and 
money into 
land. 


(<f) Me Ooy Cb., Ltd,y Farmer v. Goy <fc Cb., Zfd., [1900] 2 Ch. 149. 

Roxhurghe v. Cox (1881), 17 Ch. D. 520, 0. A., per James, L.J., at p, 526 ; 
Me Brown and Gregory ^ Ltd,^ Sh^hard v. Brown and Gregory ^ Ltd.^ Andrews v. 
Brown and Gregory^ Lid,^ [1904J 1 CL 627 ; see Newfoundland Government v. 
Newfoundland Mail, Co, (1888), 18 App. Cas. 199, P. C. ; Re Taunton^ Belmard^ 
Lane A Co,, Christie v. Taunton, Ddmard, Lane i Co,, [1893] 2 Ch. 176. Where 
a fund in court in an action is carried to a separate account, the person entitled 
to it under the account can confer a title on an assignee for v^ue free from 
equities of other parties to the action [Edgar v. Flomley, [1900] A. C. 431, P. C.). 

(/) Collyer v. isaacs (1881), 19 Ch. D. 342, C. A. ; Re Clarke, CoomheY, Carter 
(1887), 36 Oh. D. 848, 0. A. ; Tailhy y. Official Mecehfer (1888), 13 App. Cas. 523 ; 
see p. 74, ante; and title Deeds and Other Instruments, Yol. X., p. 497. 
And where a person has conveyed for value a defective title, and he afterwards 
acquires a good title, the good title is available in equity to make the conveyance 
effectual ( Noel v. Bewley (1829), 3 Sim. 103 ; Me Bridgwater's Settlement, Partridge 
V. Ward, [1910] W. N. 188), provided the conveyance purports to be of an 
absolute title in the first instance [Smith v. 0<5ome (1857), 6 H. L. Cas. 375, 398). 

(</) See Lechmere v. Carlisle [Earl) (1733), 3 P. Wms. 211, 215 ; Ouidot v* 
Ouidot (1745), 3 Atk. 254, 266; Me Walker, Macintosh- Walker v. Walker, 
[1908] 2 Oh. 705, 712. 

(A) Seep. lll,ynaf. 

U) Flftcher ▼. Ashbumer (1779), 1 Bio. 0. 0. 497, see per Sir T. Sewibzx, 
M.R., at p. 499 ; I White A Tud, L. 0., 7th ed. p. 327 ; Wheldale v. Partridge 
(1800), 5 Yes. 388, 397 ; see the early cases collected in note to Cruse v. Barley 
(1727), 3 P. Wms. 19, at p. 22. Where the trust for sale is void under the rule 
against perpetuities, but the beneficial interests are not void, the trust for sale 
is disregarded and the land is taken as realty [Be Appleby, Walker v. Lever, 
Walker v. Nisbet, [1903] 1 Oh. 565, 0. A.! 

(/) Idling V. ToU (1747), 1 Yes. Sen. 70 ; Pearson v. Lane (1809), 17 Yes. 101. 
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117. Equitable conversion takes place, in the case of a will, 
when land is devised upon trust for sale, or money is bequeathed 
to be laid out in land ; in the case of a settlement, when land is 
conveyed or agreed to be conveyed upon trust for sale, or when 
money is paid or agreed to be paid, and is to be held upon trust for 
the purchase of land. But in each case the direction to change the 
nature of the property must be imperative. There is no conversion 
where there is a mere power to sell land, or to invest money in real 
estate, or where it is left optional whether an investment of money 
shall take the form of real or personal estate (/r). And conversion 
is not effected by a mere declaration that personalty shall devolve 
as realty, or vice versd. There must be an imperative trust or 
direction which in equity can be treated as effecting the desired 
change in the nature of the property (0 ; and to deprive the heir 
of his rights under an intestacy the property must be disposed of in 
favour of the next of kin, and tice verad (m). Moreover, the direction 
to convert must be effectual ; if for any reason it is void, there is no 
conversion (n). 

118. But it is not essential that there should be an express 
direction to convert the property. It is sufficient if an imperative 
trust for conversion can be collected from the instrument (o) : thus 
though there may be an apparent option to invest money in land 
or in personalty, yet if the limitations applicable to the investment 
are only suitable for real estate, the money will be treated as 
converted into realty (p). And though there is a discretionary 


{h) Curling v. May (1734), cited 8 Atk. 255 ; Walker v, Deane (1793), 2 Vos. 
170, 184; ]\TieldaU'7* Partridge b Yes. 388; Walter y, JUtiunde (1815), 

19 Yes. 424 ; De Beauvoir v. l)e Beauvoir (1852), 3 H. Ii. Cas. 624 ; Smithwic/e 
V. Smithwick (1861), 12 1. Ch, B. 181, 201; Re Whitty^e Trust (1875), 9 
L R. Eq. 41; Be Jbbil$on*$ Estate (1869), L. B. 7 Eq. 226; Atwell v. Atwell 
0871), L. B. 13 Eq. 23 ; Ilyett v. Mrkin (1884), 25 Ch. I). 735 ; Re Hotchhjs, 
Freke v. Calmady (1886), 32 Ch. D. 408, 0. A.; Be Birdy Pitman y, Pitmany 
n892] 1 Ch. 279; Be WaVc^y Maciniosh^Walker y. Walker y [1908] 2 Ch. 705. 
If the conversion is directed in a certain event which is ascertained to he exist- 
ing at the date of the testator's death, the conversion takes effect from the death 
nfard V. Arch (1846), 15 Sim, 389; and see Wall v. Colshead (1858J, 2 De G. 

J. 683, C. A.). But a power to sell for the purpose of distribution does not 
effect a conversion till there is an actual sale (Lucas v. Brandrelh (No. 1) (1860), 
28 Beav. 273) ; see Brtnvn v. Bigg (1802), 7 Yes. 279 ; Policy v. tin/mour (1837), 
2 T. A C. (ex.) 708, 722 ; and generally a mere power does not effect a conversion 
{De Beauvoir v. De Beauvoiry supra), 

(l) Be Walker y Macintosh- Walker v. Walker, supra; compare Edwards v. Tuck 
(1856), 23 Bear. 268; Hyett v. Mekin, supra, 

(m) It is not sufficient that the tratator directs that the proceeds shall be 
considered to all intents and purposes as personal estate ; this is on the assump- 
tion that he dies testate, and implies no gift in favour of the next of km 
(Robinson v. London Hospital (Oovernors) (1853), 10 Hare, 19; Taylor v. Taylor 
(1853), 3 De G. M. & G. 190). 

(fi) Be Ajnp^dbyy Walker y. Lever, Walker v. Nislet, [1903] 1 Oh. 565, 0. JL 

(o) See Barrel v. BaskerfieUl (1849), 11 Beav. 525. 

Ip) Cowley V. IlartsUmge (1813), 1 Dow, 361 ; Johnson y. Arnold (1748), 1 Yes. 
Sen. 169; Earlom v. Saunders (1754), Amb. 241; Cookson v. Beay (1842), 5 
Beav. 22, affirmed eub nom, Cookson v. Cookson (1845), 12 Cl. & Fin. 121, H. u , ; 
Simpson v. Ashworth (1843), 6 Beav. 412 ; De Beauvoir v. De Beauvoir, eupra; 
see Evans v. Ball (1882), 47 D. T. 165, H. L. But a limitation to ** heirs is not 
sufficient to convert money into really {Atwell v. Atwell^ iiipra). 
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power to sell the whole or part of land, yet, if there are trusts 
which require the exercise of the power, there is a conversion (q). 
And a trust for conversion will be implied where real and personal 
property are given for division in such a manner as can only be 
effectuated by sale(r). 

119, Where there is a trust for conversion at the request of a 
specified person, the request is generally treated, not as a condi- 
tion of conversion, but as intended to secure the performance of 
the trust, and the trust is imperative and operates at once to 
effect a conversion (s) ; and similarly where a specified consent or 
approbation is required (t). But it is otherwise if the direction is 
to convert on the joint request of two persons, as of husband and 
wife (a); or if the language otherwise shows that the consent is 
essential (6) ; or if the effect is to give a discretion as to the form 
which the property is to take(c). 

120. When conversion has once been effected in equity, 
whether of land into money or of money into land, the property 
is treated in equity as having all the legal incidents of its new 
form (d) ; and this whether the conversion is under a will or a 
settlement or otherwise. Consequently, land which has been 
theoretically converted into money will pass as personalty under 
the will(c) or upon the intestacy (/) of the cestui que trust; and 
money which has been theoretically converted into land will pass 
as real estate under the cestui que trust* s will (^), or upon his 


{q) V. Carru'k (1877), 6 Ch. D. 984, 99G, 997 ; this point was not 

(liscnssod on appeal ((1879), 11 Ch. D. 873, C. A.); see Orievesvn v. Kirsopp 
(1838), 2 Keen, Gd3. 

(r) Mower Y, Orr (1849), 7 Hare, 473; see Cormvky. Pearce (1848), 7 Hare, 
477 ; (tremway v. Oreenway (1860), 2 De O. F. & J. 128. 

(a) Thornton v. Hawley (1804), 10 Ves. 129; Burrell v. Baskerfield (1849), 11 
Beav. 625. 

(<) Lechmere v. Carlisle {Earl) (1733), 3 P. Wms. 211, 220; WrighUon v. 
Macaulay (1845), 4 Hare, 487, 497 ; compare the opposite opinion in Btead v. 
Hewdigate (1817), 2 Her. 621, 530. 

(a) He Taylor's Settlement (1862), 9 Hare, 690. 

\h) Davies v. Ooodhew (1834), 6 Sim. 685, where the sale was to take place 
with a specified consent, “and not without ; compare Huskisson v. Le/evre 
(1858), 26 Beav. 157 ; Sykes v. Sheard (1863), 33 Beav. 114, on appeal, 2 
Be G. & Sm. 6, 0. A. 

(r) He Taylcyr's Settlement, supra, at p. 602. 

(f/) As to the effect of conversion in relation to death duties, see title Estate 
AK i) Other Death Duties, post, 

{e) Thus it will pass under a residuary bequest of personalty (Stead v. New^ 
digate, supra ; Cover v. Davis (1860), 29 Beav. 222) ; and not under a devise of 
land (Elliott v. Fisher (1842), 12 Sim. 605) ; and, where the will disposes of this 
property only, probate of toe will as a will of personalty can be granted (In the 
Corns 0 / Gtinit (1884), 9 P. D. 242, 244); though not where the conversion of 
land into money is only effected by the will to be proved ( In the Goods of Barden 
(1867), L. H. 1 P. & D. 326). Under the Land Transfer Act, 1897 (60 & 61 
Viet. 0 . 65), 8. 1 (3), probate can be granted in respect of real estate only, so 
that the la^ two cases are apparently obsolete. 

(/) Ashly V. Falmer (1816J, 1 Mer. 296 ; Biggs v. Andrews (1832), 6 Sim. 424, 
where part of the land had not been sold ; Griffith v. Rickets, Griffith v. 
Lmdl ri849), 7 Hare, 299. 

(g) Tnus it will pass under a general devise of land or of real estate (Lingen 
V. (1711), 1 P, Wms. 172; GreenhUl v. Qreenhill (\"l\\), 2 Vern. 679; 
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intestacy (h). Bat the cettui que truvt, bv a soitable description in 
his will, may show an intention to include proceeds of sale of land 
in a devise, or money to be invested in land in a bequest, and 
effect will be given to such intention accordingly (t). Money 
theoretically converted into land will be subject to tenancy by the 
curtesy (jk), and probably to dower (Q. 

121. In the case of conversion directed by will, the conversion 
takes place from the death of the testator (m) ; where it is directed 
by deed, from the delivery of the deed (n) ; and this is so, although 


Quidot V. Quidoi (1745), 3 Atk. 254 ; Itashleigh v. Master (1790), 1 Ves. 201 ; 
Biddulph V, Biddulph (1806), 12 Ves. 161 ; Green v. St^hens (1810), 17 Ves. 64, 
77; Chandler 7 » Pocock 15 Ch. D. 491, 499, affirmed (1881), 16 Oh. D. 

618, C. A. ; lie Greaves' SrUlemt:iii Trusts (1883), 23 Ch. D. 3i3) ; and will not 
pass under a bequest of personal estate {Gillies v. Longlands (1851), 4 De G. & 
Sm. 372); and see Wnghtson v. Macaulay (1845), 4 llare, 487. Where the 
trust is for investment in land generally, the money will not pass under a devise 
of land in a particular county (/fc Cleveland's {Duke) Settled EstateSf [1893] 3 Ch. 
244, C. A.). A direction to resettle ‘‘hereditaments*’ which are already sub- 
ject to a settlement extends to money held upon trust under the settlement for 
investment in land {Basset y. St, Levan (1894), 43 W. B. 165 ; Be Gosselin, 
Qosselin v. Gosselin, [i906] 1 Ch. 120). 

(A) Lingen v. Sowray (l7ll), 1 r. Wms. 172; Disher v, Disher (1712), 1 
P. Wms. 204 ; Chaplin v. Ifinrner (1718), I P. Wms. 483 ; Scudamore y. Scudamore 
(1720), Proc. Ch. 643; Edwards y. Warwick {Countess) (1723), 2 P. Wms. 171 ; 
see Knights y. Athyns (1687), 2 Vern. 20. Where the money is to be paid by 
the ancestor, and before his death the trusts which require investment m land 
are exhaust^, a different principle comes in ; the money is “ at home ** in the 
lifetime of the ancestor, and the equity of the heir to take it as land does not 
arise ; see p. 116, post, 

(i) Thus, if in his will a testator describes a fund as so much money agreed 
to DO laid out in land, it will pass as personal estate {Cross v. Addenhroke (1719), 
cited in note to Lechmcre v. Carlisle {Earl) (1733), 3 P. Wms. 211, 222). But it 
has been held that a devise by B. of a share in a spocihc estate taken by him 
under the will of A. will not pass the share if, under the will of A., it was 
converted {Elliott v. Fisher (1842), 12 Sim. 605), sed queers; and see Be Bedder's 
Settlement (1854), 5 De O. M. & O. 890, C. A. 

(k) Sweetapjde v. Bindon (1705), 2 Vern. 536 ; Cunningham y. Moody (1748), 
1 Ves. Sen. 174, 176 ; Dodson y. Hay (1791), 3 Bro. C. C, 405; FolleU y. Tyrer 
(1844), 14 Sim. 125. 

(/) Fonnerly this was not so, probably because a widow was not dowable out 
of an equitable estate {Cunningham y. Moody, eupra; Crabtrees, i?rom6/c(1747), 
3 Atk. 680, 687) ; and see p. 95, ante. But now that women are dowable out of 
equitable estates (Dower Act, 1833 (3 & 4 Will. 4, c. 105) ), the rule may be taken 
to haye been changed. The effect of the conversion of money into land, and vice 
vend, was formerly important in re^rd to the liability of the property to debts 
of the deceased cestui que trust { Whiiwkk y. Jermin (undated), citra in Baden v. 
Pembroke {Earl) (1688), 2 Vern. 52, 58 ; and see cases ated in 1 White & Tud.L,C.| 
7th ed., at p. 334) ; but now that land is liable for both specialty and simple con- 
tract debts the result of conyersion is not urAportant. The Intestates Estates Act, 
1884 (47 & 48 Viet. c. 71), s. 4, appears to have similarly abdished the old rule 
that the court would not treat money as land where the Crown would take by 
escheat nra/^cr v. D«Mn«(1793)* 2 Ves. 170, 185; Henchman r, A,-G, (1834), 3 
My. & K. 485, 494 ; see Taylor v. Hay garth (1844), 14 Sim. 8). On the other 
hand, money which would, as such, have been forfeitable, prior to the Forfeiture 
Act, 1870 (33 & 34 Viet. c. 23), to the Crown on oonyiction of felony was saved 
by a theoretical conversion into land {Re Harroj^s Estate (1857), 3 Drew. 726). 

Beauderk v. Mead (1741), 2 Atk. 167 ; Hutcheon y. Mannington (1791), 
1 Ves. 366. Hence actual conyersion gives no fresh title to the proceed of laud 
as personalty (Be Bacon, Toovey v. Turner, [1907] 1 Ch. 475, 481). 

(n) QriJUh v. EicketU, QrijfUh v. Lunell (1849), 7 Hare, 299, 311 ; Clarke v. 
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Equity. 


sioT. 2. a period is expressly fixed within which the sale is to be made (o) ; or 
Conversion, although the trustees are directed to sell when it shall appear advan- 
— tageous (p), or when the sale shall be for the benefit of the cestui 
qm trust (q); or although the sale is not to take place till the 
happening of a future event (r), such as the death of a tenant for 
life(«). If, however, the future event is contingent, the conversion 
does not take place until the contingency is ascertained (t). In the 
event of a postponement of the actual sale^ of land after the time 
when it is to be deemed to take place, the intermediate rents and 
profits go to the person entitled to the income of the proceeds of 
sale (u). 

Touior 122. The purpoFOS for which a conversion is directed by will 

partial failure fail either wholly or partially, and then, upon the assumption 
that the conversion was directed for these purposes only (a), equity 
will treat the property, so far as the purposes fail, as reconverted ; 
and if it was originally land, will give it to the heir-at-law (b ) ; and 
if it was originally money, will give it to the next of kin (c). And this 
is so whether conversion has actually taken place or not (d), and 
although the real and personal estate have been blended so as to 

Franklin (1858), 4 E. & J. 267, 263; unless the deed shows an intention that 
the property shall remain in its existing state until a future event ( WhMale v. 
rarfridgt (1803), 8 Ves. 227, 236). 

(c) Pearce v. Gardner (1852), 10 Hare, 287. 

(p) Robinson v. Robinson (1864), 19 Beav. 494. 

(o) Doughty v. Bull (1725), 2 P. Wms. 820 ; Re Raw, MorrisY. Orijiths [ISSi), 
26 Ch, D. 601. 

(r) Tily v. Smith (1844), 1 ColL 434. 

(<) Clarke Y, Franklin (1858), 4 K. & J. 257 ; Stead v. NewdigatellSlI), 2 Mer. 
521. 

S Ward V. Arch (1846), 15 Sim. 389. 

) CasamajoTY, Strode (1809), 19 Ves. 390, n. ; Fitzgerald Y,Jervoise(\^2G)^ 
5 Madd. 25 ; Re Searle, Searle v. Baker, [1900] 2 Ch. 829. As to intei-modiate 
income generally where conversion is postpon^, see Howe v. Dartmouth {Earl), 
Howe V. Aylesbury {Countess) (1802), 7 Yes. 137 ; 1 White & Tud. L. 0., 7th ed., 
p. 68 ; and titles Executors akd Administrators ; Trusts and Trustees. 
(a) Hill V. Cock (1813), 1 Ves. & B. 173, per Lord Eldon, L.O., at p. 175. 

(5) Ackroyd v. Smithson (1780), 1 Bro. 0. 0. 503 ; 1 White & Tud, L.O., 
7th ed., p. 372 ; Robinson v. Taylor (1789), 2 Bro. 0. 0. 689; Chitty v. Parker 
(1793), 2 Ves. 271; Berry v. Usktr (1805), 11 Ves. 87 ; Roberts v. Walker (1830), 
1 Russ. & M. 752 ; and tho principle applies also to money which is in equity 
theoretically land, and which is subject to a devise on trust for sale (Re Taylors 
Settlement ^1852), 9 Hare, 596, 604). The failure of the trusts may be by reason 
of the deatn of a legatee or devisee in the lifetime of the testator (Ackroyd v. 
Smithson, supra) ; or of a legatee or devisee failing to obtain a vested interest 
(JessoppY* Watson (1833), 1 My. & K. 665); or of a disposition being illegal, 
as where it infringes the Mortmain Act (Jones v. Mitchell (1823), 1 Sim. & St 
290 ; Hopkinson v. EWf>^1846), 10 Beav. 169, 174, 175); or the Accumulations 
Act, 1800 (39 & 40 Geo, 3, c. 98} (Eyre v. Marsden (1838), 2 Keen, 564 ; Simmons 
V. Pitt (18 1 3), 8 Ch. App. 978 ; Re Perkins, Brown v. Perkins (1909), 101 L, T. 
345) ; or where the surplus of the proceeds of sale is imdii^sed ox (Naismith 
V. Btyes, [1899] A. 0. 495). 

(e) Coqan v. Stephens (1835), 5 L. J. fcH.) 17. Before this case, while it was 
admitted that mrsonalty directed to be laid out in land resulted to the next of 
kin on a total failure of the purposes of conversion, it was doubted whether the 
next of kin would take on a partial failure (see judgment of Lord Cottenhav, 
kl .Rx). 

(^ In Ackroyd v. Smithson, supra, the land had been sold ; compare SeeUve 
W* Etodgson (1864), 10 H. L. Gas. 656^ per Lord Wsstbubt, L.O., at p. 667. 
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form a mixed land (e). The testator, foreseeiog this result, may avoid 
it, if he so chooses, by directing that the conversion shall be not only 
for the primary purposes of his wUl, but shall be absolute, and shall 
prevail as between the heir and the next of kin (/) : but to effect 
this, it is not sufficient, in the case of land directed to be converted, 
merely to exclude the heir — there must be an actual gift of the 
proceeds in favour of the next of kin ; and, similarly, in the case of 
money directed to be laid out in land, there must, to exclude the 
next of kin, be a gift of the land in favour of the heir (g). Where 
the income only of the proceeds of sale is disposed of, there is a 
resulting trust of the capital in favour of the heir (h) ; and similarly 
the heir takes income which is undisposed of (i). 

123. When, upon the failure of the purposes for which a con- 
version is directed by will, the heir or the next of kin, as the case 
may be, takes the property, it may become necessary to ascertain 
whether it is taken by the one or the other as real or personal 
estate. Here, again, the result does not depend upon whether 
there has been an actual conversion or not, but on whether 
there has been a total or only a partial failure of the purposes 
for which conversion was directed. If, before the death of the 
testator, these purposes have wholly failed, the need for conver- 
sion has gone, and if there is an actual conversion it is improper 
and should not affect the rights of the heir or the next of kin (j). 
Hence, in the case of land directed to be turned into money, the 
beir-at-Iaw takes the property, whatever its form, as real estate, and, 
unless otherwise disposed of, it will descend to his heir-at-law ; and, 
similarly, in the case of money directed to be laid out in land, the 
next of kin will take it, whatever its form, as personal estate (/c). 
If, however, there has been at the death of the testator only a 
partial failure of the purposes for which conversion was directed, 
the result is different. The trust for conversion becomes operative, 
and though, so far as the purposes fail, land directed to be sold 
goes to the heir-at-law, yet he takes it as personal estate (0, whether 
it has been actually sold or not (m) ; and, similarly, money directed 


(e) Ackroyd y. Smitlaon (1780), 1 Bro. C. C. 603; 1 White A Tud. L. 0., 
7th ed., p. 372; JeiBopp v. WaUon (1833), 1 My. A K. 665. Where debte and 
legacies are piayable out of the mixed fund, the oonyerted land must bear its rate- 
able proportion before the reconversion takes effect (Tench v. Chetse (1855), 6 
De G. M. & O. 453. 407, 0. A. ; Allan v. Qati (1872), 7 Oh. App. 439, 445). 

(/) 1 Jarman on Wills, 5th ed., 530; see coses collected in note to Crate y. 
Barley (1727), 3 P. Wms. 19. 22. 

ig) Fitch y. Weber (1848), 6 Hare, 145 ; see Berry y. Utber (1805), 11 Ves. 87. 
(A) Wilton y. ifq;or (1805), 11 Ves. 205 ; WaUoti y. Hayet (1839), 5 My. A Or. 
125. 

(t) Eyrer. Martden (1838), 2 Keen, 564 ; Be Perkine, Brown PeThint(\^\ 
101 L. T. 345. 

( »*) Davenport y. Coltman (1842), 12 Sim. 588, 610. 

(k) Smith y. CkaUm (1820), 4 Madd. 484, per Leaoh, V.-O*, at p. 493; 
Bageter y. Fackeretl (1859), 26 Beay. 469; Bmhanan y. Harriton (1861), 1 

jSn.AH.662. 

(0 Smith V. Claxtonftupra; Jettoppy, Watton, tupra ; A.-G. y« Lomat (1873), 
L. E. 9 29. 

(m) Be Bicherton^ Bealet y. ffeyhoe^ [1892] 1 Ch. 379. 


8bot. 2. 
Conversion. 


Character In 
which pro- 
perty results 
on failure of 
purposes of 
conversion 
under will 


Total failure. 


Partial 

failure. 



110 


Equitt. 


SlOT. 3. 
OosTenion. 

Where 
eonTersion 
directed by 
deed* 


Conversion 
by contract 
of sale. 


tinder Lands 

Clauses 

Consolidation 

Act, 


to be laid ont in land goes to the next of kin as real estate, whether 
land has been actually purchased or not (n). 

Where there is a total or partial failure of the purposes of a 
conversion directed by deed the principle is the same, but it has to 
be applied with reference to the time from which the deed operates. 
A will speaks from the death of the testator ; a deed from the time 
of delivery. Hence the property not required for the stated objects 
results to the settlor himself, and not to his heir-at-law or next of 
kin (o) ; and if there is a total failure of the purposes, it results to 
him, in the case of land to be turned into money, as realty, which, if 
he has died without disposing of it, passes to his heir-at-law (p) ; 
if there is a partial failure, it results to him as personalty (q). 
Similarly, money directed to be laid out in land results to the 
settlor, on a total failure of the purposes of conversion, as 
personalty, and on a partial failure, as realty (r). 

124 . The doctrine of conversion applies where land is agreed to 
be sold, and from the date when the contract becomes binding the 
land is treated for purposes of testamentary disposition and of 
devolution as personalty. In ordinary cases the signing of the 
contract marks the date of this conversion (s). Special considerations 
arise where land is taken under the Lands Clauses Consolidation Act, 
1846 (t), or where it is purchased under an option of purchase con- 
ferred by agreement. Where land is taken under that Act the 
notice to treat does not create a contract (a) ; but as soon as the 
purchase price has been ascertained, whether by agreement, by 
arbitration, or by a jury, a contract arises by virtue of the statute (6); 
and if this is done in the landowner’s lifetime, the proceeds of sale 
pass as personalty, but the rents accruing between his death and 
completion belong to the devisee or heir (c). 


(«) Curteis v. Wormald 0878^ 10 Ch. D. 172, 0. A., overruling Head v. 
Oodke, liei/noldi v. Oodlee (1859), John. 536, 583 ; see also Cogan v. Stephem 
(1835), 5 L. J. (on.) 17. 

(o) Griffith V. RicketUf Griffith v. Lunell (1840), 7 Hare, 299, 311. 

(p) Ripley v. Waterworth (1802), 7 Vea. 425, 435. 

(q) Hmiit V. Wright (1780), 1 Bro. 0. 0. 86; Clarke y, Franklin ^ 

K. & J. 267 ; see Van v. Barnett (1812), 19 Vea. 102 ; Biggs v. Andrews (1832), 
5 Sim. 424. 

(r) See Wheldale v. Partridge (1803), 8 Vea. 227, 236 ; Clarke v. Franklin^ 
Bupray at pp. 264, 265. 

(a) See p. 98, ante. If the heir adopta and carries out a parol contract of his 
ancestor, this avoids any objection based on the Statute of Frauds ; the con- 
version is complete, and the purchase-money belongs to the next of kin 
{Frayne v. Taylor (1863), 10 Jur. (n. 8.) 119) ; but otherwise an unenforceable 
contmet does not enect a conversion {Re Thomas^ Thomas v. Howell (1886), 34 
C'h. D. 1661 On the other hand, if it is enforceable, but goes off after the death 
of the vendor through the default of the purchaser, there is conversion {Curre 
V. Botvyer (1818), 5 Beav. 6, n. ; see Broom v. Mtmck (1805) 10 Ves. 597). 

(f) 8 & 9 Viet. 0 . 18 ; see title Oompulsoky Pubohasb op Land and Com- 
pensation, Vol. VI., p. 66. 

(а) Haynes v. Haynes (1861), 1 Drew. & Sm. 426, 450. 

(б) Harding y, MetropoUtan RaU, Co. (1872), 7 OlL App. 154, 158; see Regents 

Canid Co, v. IFare (1857), 23 Beav. 575 ; and compare Morgan v, Mdman (1853), 
8DeG,M.& 0.24,0. A. p- an* 

(e) Ex parte Hawkins (1848), 13 Sim. 569; Re Manchesier and Southport Rail, 
Co, (1854), 19 Beav. 365 ; Watts v. Watts (1873), L. R 17 Eq. 217. But a oom- 
puUrory sue of settled land does not effect a convennon {Rt Taylor* s SetUemeni 
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Where an agreement confers an option of purchase, the exercise 
of the option converts the agreement into an agreement for sale, 
and the land itself is treated as converted from the date of the agree* 
ment, though the title to the intermediate rents and profits is not 
changed. Thus, if the vendor has died in the interval, the proceeds 
of sale do not belong to his devisee or heir, but pass as personal 
estate— in other words, the exercise of the option deprives the 
devisee or heir of the land without compensation (d) ; but he is not 
required to account for rents and profits received before the time 
for completion (e). The vendor may, however, either in the agree- 
ment C/) or in his will, indicate his intention that the owner at the 
date of the exercise of the option shall take the proceeds of sale ; 
and where, after the land has been made subject to the option, ho 
specifically devises it, the devise is construed as passing the 
proceeds of sale if the option is exercised (^). 

126. Although there is no imperative trust for conversion, yet 
there may be a disposition of the property under a power conferred 
by a settlor or testator, or otherwise existing. In such cases, if 
the disposition involves a change in the nature of the property, 
a conversion is effected upon the power being exercised (/i) ; and the 
conversion is final, and the property belongs to the beneficial owner 
at the time of conversion in its altered form. Hence, though some 
of the purposes of the conversion fail, so that there is a surplus, this 
devolves upon the representatives of the owner in the altered form ; 
and if it is the proceeds of sale of land, there is no equity in the 
heir to take the property as though it were land. This is equally 
the case whether the conversion is by a trustee under a power, or is 
in pursuance of an order of the court (/), including a sale in a 

(1S52), 9 Haro, 69G) ; nor, apparently, of laud of a luuatic (/ie Tugwtll (1884), 
27 Ch. D. 309 ; contrat lie East Lincolnshire Railway Act, Ex parte Flamank 
(1851), 1 Sim. (n. 8.) 260) ; or of an infant [Kdland v. Fulford (1877), G Ch. H. 
491) ; unless tno purchase-money is paid to trustees who are not bound to 
reinvest it in land \llc Morgan, Smith v. May, [1900] 2 Ch. 474). 

(d) Lawes v. Dennett (1785), 1 Cox, Eq. Cas. 167, 171. The rule applies 
whether the vendor dies testate or intestate, and although the option is exor- 
cisable only after his death [Re Isaacs, Isaars v. Reginall, [1894] 3 Ch. 506) ; 
see Re Or often (1839), 1 I. Eq. B. 204 ; Re Cousins, Alexander v. Cross (1885), 
30 Oh. D. 203, 0. A. 

(e) Tuwnley v. Bedwell (1808), 14 Ves. 691 ; Collingwood ?. Row (1857), 3 Jur. 
(n. 8.) 785. 

if) Re Graves Minors, Graves v. Graves (1864), 15 1. Ch. B. 367. 

Ig) Drant v. Vause (1842), 1 Y. & C. Oh. Gas. 680 ; Emuss v. Smith (1848), 2 
De G. & Sm. 722. Where the agreement follows the will containing the 
specific devise, the devise is not saved {Farrar v. Winterton {Earl) (1842), 5 
Beav. 1 ; Weeding v. IVeeding (1861), 1 John. & H. 4241 ; but where the will was 
confirmed by a codicil made on the same day as tne agreement, the devise 
was held to carry the proceeds of sale {Re Pyle, Pyle v. Py^, [1895] 1 Ch. 724). 

{h) Re Dyson, Challinor v. Sykes, [1910] I Ch. 750. The power must, of course, 
be still in existence {Re Jump, Q^toway v. Hope, [1903] 1 Ch. 129). 

(i) Steed V. Preece (1874), L. B. 18 Eq. 192, per Jesskl, M.B., at p. 197 : “If 
a conversion is rightfully made, whetner by the court or a trustee, all the 
consequences of a conversion must foUow ; and there is no equity in favour of 
the heir or anyone else to take the property in any other form than that in which 
it is found*’; Hyelt v. Mekin (1884), 25 Ch. D. 735. Thisdtefum is opposed 
to Jermy v. Preston (1842), 13 Sim. 356 ; and Cooke v. Dealry (1855), 22 Beay« 
196 ; but was approved in Durgess v. Dooth, [1908] 2 C9i. 648, 0. A. 
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Bm. 2. partition action (A). Consequently, where the court sells the estate 
Conversion, of an adult (/), or of an infant (wi), or of a lunatic (n), the property 
— is converted out and out — the conversion taking eflFect from the 
date of the order (o)— and there is no reconversion of any proceeds 
of sale not required for the purpose of the order ; except in the case 
of a person under disability, where the sale is made under the 
Partition Acts, 1868 and 1876 (p), and the money is not paid out of 
court to trustees (q). And it is the same where a mortgagee sells 
under his power of sale, during the lifetime of the mortgagor. Upon 
the death of the mortgagor without having received the surplus, 
there is no equity in the heir to have the surplus reconverted, 
notwithstanding that the mortgage contains a trust for payment of 
the surplus to the mortgagor, his heirs and assigns (r). But if the 
land is sold after the mortgagor’s death, the surplus belongs to the 
heir or devisee (s), notwithstanding that the trust is for payment 
to the mortgagor, his executors and administrators (t). 

Election to 126. When property which is subject to a trust for conversion 
reconvert, jg vested, as regards the beneficial interest, in an absolute owner, he 
is entitled to take the property in its actual state, free from the 
trust for conversion ; but he must indicate his election (u) to take 
the property in this manner. Such election operates to put an end 
to the theoretical conversion of the property ; or, in other words, it 
effects a reconversion (a). But it is enough if the party shows an 

k) Rt Dodioriy Yatei v. Morton, [1908] 2 Ch. 638. 

'1) Arnold v. Dixm (1874). L. E. 19 ISq. 113. 

(m) Bwrgm v. Booth, [1908] 2 Ch. 648, 0. A., disapproving of Scott v. SctM 
(1882), 9 L. K. Ir. 367 ; see Dyer v. Dyer (1865V 34 Beav. 604, But the proceeds 
of timber on settled land may retain the cnaracter of real estate {Field v. 
Brown, Smith v. Brown (1859), 27 Beav. 90). 

(n) Ex parte Bromfiela (1792), 1 Ves. 453; Oxenden v. Compton (Lord) (^1793), 

2 Yes. 69; Ex parte PhUlipe (1812), 19 Ves. 118; Hartley v. Pendarvee, [1901] 

2 Oh. 498. 

(p) Burgeee v. Booth, supra; Arnold v. Dixon, supra* 

{p) 31 & 32 Yict. 0 . 40 ; 39 & 40 Viet, a 17. This is under s. 8 of the Act of 
1808; Foeter v. Foster (1876), 1 Ch. P. 588; and Mildmay v, Qatcfee (1877), 

6 Ch. 1). 553 ; see Mfrrdaunt v. Benwdl (1881), 19 Ch. D. 302. 

(q) Re Morgan, Smith v. May, [1900] 2 Ch. 474 ; on the ground that the trustees 
are ** absolutely entitled” ; see Re Uobaon's Trusts (1878), 7 Ch. D. 708, 0. A. 
But if the beneficiary dies before payment, the money goes to his heir-at-law as 
money (ilfordaun^ v. Benwell, supra). 

(r) Re Orange, Chadwick v. Orange, [1907] 2 Ch. 20, 0. A. ; and d fortiori 
if the direction is for payment to the executors {Re Underwood (1857), 3 K. & J. 

(a) Bourne v. Bourne (1842), 2 Hare, 35; see Re Cooper's Trusts, Ex parte 
Sparks (1853), 4 De O. M. & G. 757, 0. A. 

(f) Wright T. Rose (1825V 2 Sim. & St 323. 

(n) The elation here referred to is an incident of the doctrine of oonversion. 
It must be distinguished from the election between two properties or benefits, 
which is treated subsequently ; see p. 1 16, post. 

(a) Cookson y. Ot>oA:aoa (1845), 12(31. & Fin. 121, H. L., per Lord OoTTENHAM, 
at p. 146 ; see Pearson v. Lane (1809), 17 Ves. 101, per Gbakt, M.E., at p. 104 ; 
Aenhy y. Palmer (1816), 1 Mer. 296. When a mortga^ in TOssession ^es 
while the statute is running in his favour, the mortga^ debt and land devolves 
as personalty. But so soon as the statute has run, the land vests as rralty in 
the persons beneficially entitled to the mortgage debt, and no ease for election 
arises {Be Loveridge, Pearce v. Marsh, [1904J 1 Ch. 518 ). 
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intention to take the property in its actual state, audit is immaterial 
whether he knows or does not know that, but for some election 
him, the trust property, if money, would be turned into land, or if 
land would become money (b). 

Where the beneficial title to land subject to a trust for conversion 
is vested in several persons, there can be no reconversion unless all 
concur (c). Each is entitled to share in the enhanced price which 
the sale of the entirety of the estate might produce. ^ But the same 
reason does not apply where several persons are entitled to money 
to be laid out in land, and anyone can elect to take his share of 
the money unconverted (d). 

A remainderman can elect to take property unconverted, and his 
election will be operative if the property is still in fact unconverted 
when his interest falls into possession ; this is so, whether be is 
entitled to a vested (c), or to a contingent remainder (/). But there 
can be no final reconversion except by direction of the persons 
absolutely entitled (g). 

Under the old law a tenant in tail could bar his own issue by a 
fine levied either in vacation time or in term, and, if there were no 
remainders in the way, money in court liable to be invested in land 
was paid out to him without actual fine levied (h ) ; but if there were 
remainders, it was necessary that they should be barred by recovery 
before he could elect as against them to take the money in specie (i). 
Under the Fines and Recoveries Act (./), 1838, the purpose of a 
recovery is effected by a disentailing deed, by which the tenant in tail 
can elect both as to land to be converted into money and money to be 


(h) Harcourt v. Seymour (1851), 2 Sim. (n. 8.) 12, 46. 

(c) Holloway v. Uaddiffe (1857), 23 Beav. 163; Biggs v. Peacock (1882), 
22 Ch. D. 284, C. A. ; Be Tweedie and Miles (1884), 27 Oh. D. 315 ; Re Douglas 
and P<*wdVs Contract^ [1902] 2 Ch. 296, 312 ; and consequently a trust for sale 
continues until there nas been an election to reconvert hy all the absolute 
owners; compare Re Jenkins and IL E, Randall A Co.'s Contractt [1903] 2 Ch. 
362. As to the duration of a power of sale, compare Trowtr v. Knightfey (1821), 
Madd. & G. 134 ; Peters v. Lewes and East Orinstead Rail, Co. (1881), 18 Ch. 
D. 429, C. A. ; Re Cotton's Trustees and London School Board (1882), 19 Ch. D. 
624 ; Re Sudeley {Lord) and Baines dc Co.^ [1894] 1 Ch. .334 ; Re Jumpt Galloway 
V. 7/ope, [1903] 1 Ch. 129; Talbot v. Scarisbrick, [1908] 1 Ch. 812. A power to 
postpone the sale is not put an end to by the vesting of a share in possession, 
so as to entitle the owner of the share to call either for an immediate sale or 
for a conveyance of an undivided share in the land {Re Horsnaill, Womersley 
V. //orenai/I, [1909] 1 CL 631). 

(d) Since, if invested in land, he might the next moment turn it into money, 
**aud equity, like nature, will do nothing in vain" {Seeley y. Jago (1717), 
1 P. Wms. 389 ; Walker y. Denne (1793), 2 Vos. 170, 182). And this appears to 
be so where the only persons interested, other than tne absolute owner, are 
portioners ; but if the only person so interested is a jointress, she is entitl^ to 
nave the money laid out in land as security for the jointure rentcharge, and 
while this right lasts there is no reconversion ( Walrond y. Roesfyn, Walrond y, 
Ful/ord (1879), 11 CL D. 640). 

(e) See Crabtree y. Bramble (1747), 3 Atk. 680. 

J) Meek y. Devenish (1877), 6 Cn. I). 566. 

t7) Sisson y. Giles (1863), 3 De O. J. & Sm. 614. 

^(A) Benson y. Benson (1710), 1 P. Wms. 130; Short y. TTood (1718), 1 P. Wms, 
470. 

(0 Cunningham y. Moody (1748), 1 Ves. Sen. 174 ; or it was sufficient to 
obtain the consent of the remaindermen (Trafford y. Boehm (1746), 3 Atk. 440). 
(;) 3 A 4 Wm. 4, c. 74. 
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laid out in land (fc). Accordingly money in court under the Lands 
Clauses Consolidation Act, 1845 (Z), will not be paid out to a tenant 
in tail as a person absolutdy entitled until be has executed a 
disentailing deed (m). 

127. The person electing must be sui juris, and hence an infant 
cannot elect either to take money which is subject to conversion 
into land(n), or land which is subject to conversion into money (o); 
but the court, upon finding that it is for his benefit, will elect on 
his behalf (p). Similarly a lunatic cannot elect (q), but the court 
can elect on his behalf (r). 

128. A married woman can elect as to money or land subject to 
conversion, where her interest in the converted property is her 
separate estate («). If she is entitled to the proceeds of sale of 
land as non-separate property, this confers on her an ‘‘estate’* in 
the land within the Fines and Becoveries Act, 1883 and she 
can elect to take the land unconverted by deed acknowledged in 
which her husband concurs (a) ; if she is entitled to money subject 
to be laid out in land, she can elect in the same way, the section 
expressly applying to money subject to be invested in land (6). 
Where money is in court in a partition action (c), or under the 
Lands Clauses Consolidation Act, 1845 (d), and a married woman is 
absolutely entitled, it is primd facie subject to reinvestment in land; 
but it will be paid out to her either on a deed acknowledged or on her 
separate examination in court (e), unless it is her separate property, 
when it will be paid out to her on her mere receipt. 


(A) Fines and Becoveries Act, 1833 (3 & 4 Will. 4, c. 74), s. 71. 

(/) 8 & 9 Viet 0, 18. 

(wO Be Broadwood'e Settkd Eeiatee (1875), 1 Ch. D. 438 ; Be Beynolda (1876), 3 
Ch. D. 61, 0. A, 

(n) Sedey v. Jago (1717), 1 P. Wms. 389 ; Earlom v. Saunders (1764), Amb. 241 ; 
Carr v. Ellison (1786), 2 Bro. C. 0. 66 ; Be Ilarrop's Estate (1857), 3 Drew. 726. 

(o) Van v. Barnett (1812), 19 Ves. 102, 109. 

(p) Bohinson v. Bobinson (1864), 19 Beav. 494. 

Ig) Ashby v. Palmer (1816), 1 Mer. 296 ; Be Wharton (1854), 5 De O. M. & G. 
33, C. A. ; Re Jump, Galloway v. Hope, [1903] 1 Ch. 129. 

(r) See Be Douglas and PowelVs Contract, [1902] 2 Ch. 296 ; and compare 
A.-w. V. Ailesbury {Marquis) (1887), 12 App. Cas. 672. 

(a) Sharp v. St, Sauveur (1871), 7 Ch. App. 343; Re Davidson, Martin v. 
Trimmer, Davidson v. Trimmer (1879), 11 Ch. D. 341, C. A. 

S 3 & 4 Will. 4, c. 74, s, 77. 

See ibid,, s. 1; Briggs v. Chamberlain (1853), 11 IlaTe, 69; Tuer v. 
Turner (1855), 20 Beav. 560 ; see Miller v. Collins, [1896] 1 Ch. 573, 
C. A. ; see, generally, title Husbanp and Wife. 

(5) Formerly she could elect on examination in court ; or sometimes a sham 

f purchase was made, and she then disposed of the land by fine {Oldham v. Hughes 
1742), 2 Atk. 452, 453, 454). 

^^)^iandering v. HaU (1879), 11 Ch. D. 652 ; Wallace v. Greenwood (1880), 16 
id) 8 & 9 Viet c. 18. 

U) Be Tyler^s Estate (1860), 8 W. R. 540 ; Be Hayes (1861), 9 W. E. 769 ; Be 
R(Mns* Estate (1879), 27 W. R. 705 ; Slandering v. Hall, supra ; Tennent v. 
Welch (1888), 37 Ch. D. 622. As to payment out of small sums without these 
formahties, see Knemmng y. Tomlinson, Knapping y. Bannester (1870), 18 W. E. 
684 ; Guest y. Peames, [18841 W. N. 227. 
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129. An election to take property in its unconverted state may 

be express, and it is then effectual though by parol (/); or it maybe Conversion, 
presumed from circumstances (^), and slight circumstances are impUad 
sufficient to show an intention to elect (h). In the case of land eieotion to 
this intention will be presumed where the person entitled is in retain 
possession and retains the land for a considerable time(t); especially 
if he lays out money on the land (k), or pays off a charge on it (1), 
or takes possession of the title deeds (m), or otherwise deals with 
it as owner, as by granting a lease (n), or entering into an agree- 
ment for partition (o). But it has been held that two years is too 
short a time to raise the presumption (p). Where a trustee for 
sale is also the remainderman, and the object of the trust — e.ff., the 
payment of debts — has been answered without recourse to the land, 
an intention to reconvert may be inferred from his keeping the 
land unsold for a long time (q). But a person entitled under the 
same will to the proceeds of lands in possession, and of lands in 
remainder, does not, by showing an intentioh to reconvert the 
former, necessarily show also an intention to reconvert the latter (r). 

A devise of the property, describing it specifically as land at a 
particular place, will effect a reconversion (s). 

130. Where personalty is subject to be invested in land, the Implied 
mere receipt of the income from the personalty investments, 
though for a considerable time, does not raise a presumption of penalty, 
election to take the property unconverted (0» But if the bene- 
ficiary absolutely entitled receives payment of the capital money, 

it is in his hands to do as he likes with, and it is discharged from 
any trust for conversion. In such circumstances it is said to be 


(/) Edwards v. Warwick {Countess) 2 P. Wms. 171 ; Chaloner v. Batcher 

(1736), cited 3 Atk. 685 ; Palteney v. Darlington {Earl) (1783), 1 Bro. 0. 0. 223, 
236; mddale v. Partridge (1803), 8 Ves. 227, 236; cojitra, Bradish v. Qee (1754), 
Amb. 229. 


ig) Harcourt v. Sexjmxtur (1851), 2 Sim. (n. s.) 12, 45. 

109 Do.rHngton {Earl\ supra; Van v. Barnett (1812), 19 Ves. 102, 

(t) Ashhy V. Palmer (1816), 1 Mer. 296, 301 ; Dixon v. Qayfere (No. 2), Fluker 
V. Gordon (1853), 17 Beav. 433 ; Be QordoUy Roberts v. Gordon (1877), 6 Oh. D. 
531 ; Re Davidson^ Martin v. Trimmer ^ Davidson v. Trimmer (1879), il Oh. D. 
341, 0. A. 

{k)Griesbach v. Fremantle (1853), 17 Beav. 314 ; Mutl(m v. Bigg (1875), 1 
Oh. X). 385, 0. A. 

(/) Re Davidson^ Martin v. Trimmer, Davidson v. Trimmer, fupra. 

(m) Daviee v. Ashford (1845), 15 Sim. 42; Potter v. Dadeney (1887), 56 L. T. 
895. 


(n) MtiUow V. Bigg, supra; Re Gordon, Roberts v. Gordon^ supra; contra, if the 
lease contains an option to purchase (Re Lewis, Foxwell v. Lewis (1885). 30 
Oh. D. 654). ^ ' 


33 


a 


Sharp V. St Sauveur (1871), 7 OL App. 343. 

Kirkman v. Miles (1807), 13 Ves. 338; compare Broum v. Brown (1864). 
vv. 399. 


(q) Smith V. GumUeton (1909), 54 Sol. Jo. 181. 

(r) Meredith v. Vick (1857), 23 Beav. 559. 

(s) Sharp v. St Sauveur, supra; Mesk v. Devenish (1877), 6 Oh. D. 560, 
573. 


I- ^Xandt (1851). 4 De Q. & Sm. 372; S» Pedder't BdOmita 
(1854), 6 De G. M. i G. 890, C. A. 
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at home,** and passes m its actual state if the recipient dies with- 
out disposing of it ; the former trust for conversion being no 
longer operative, there is no equity in favour of the heir as against 
tfie personal representative (a). 

Similarly, where a settlor has covenanted to pay money to be laid 
out in the purchase of land, and the land, if purchased, would, in 
his lifetime and in the events that happen, belong to him in fee 
simple, the money due under the covenant is at home, the covenant 
is discharged, and, on his death, the heir cannot call upon the 
personal representative to find the money and pay it to him as 
land (6). Without actual receipt of money subject to a trust for 
conversion, the beneficiary may refer to or deal with it in such a 
way as to show that he regards it as personalty, and he will then be 
deemed to have elected to take it as such, as where he includes it in 
a statement of his personal property (c), or describes it as money 
which he is entitled to receive (d). 

131. An election as to the form in which properly is to be 
taken may be shown by the nature of the limitations which the 
beneficiary imposes. Thus money to be invested in land, with an 
ultimate limitation to the heirs of the beneficiary, will be taken to 
be personalty if he invests it in trust for himself, bis executors and 
administrators (e) ; and in the same way, a grant of a lease, with a 
reservation of rent to the grantor and his heirs, has been held to 
indicate an intention to take the property as land, notwithstanding 
that the reservation could hardly have been in any other form (/). 

Sect. 3. — Election. 

132. Where a testator by his will purports to give property 
to A. which in fact belongs to B., and at the same time out of 
his own property confers benefits on B., the literal construction 
and application of the will would allow B. to keep bis own 
property to the disappointment of A., and also to take the benefits 
given to him by the will. Equity, however, in such circum- 
stances, introduces the principle that a man shall not accept and 
reject the same instrument, and B. is not allowed to take the full 
benefit given him by the will unless he is prepared to carry into 
effect the whole of the testator’s dispositions {g). He is accordingly 

(a) PulUney v. Darlington (Earl) (1783), 1 Bro. 0. 0. 223 ; (1796), 7 Bro. Pari. 
Oaa. 630 ; WhOdale v. Partridge (1803), 8 Ves. 227, 235 ; see Boioee y. Shrews- 
bury i^Earl) (1768), 6 Bro, Pari. Oas. 1-14. In Rich v. (1866), L. E. 2 

liln. 683, peraonaltv, which was directed to be invested in land, vested absolutely, 
subject to a prior life interest, in a child who died on the day of her birth, and 
remained uninvested in land for over fifty years till the death of the tenant for 
life. It was held to have been reoonvertM. 

(h) ChiehuUr v. Bickerstaff (1698), 2 Vorn, 296. 

(cj Harcourt v. Seymour (l861), 2 Sim. (n. 8.) 12. 

(a) Cookson v. Cuokson (1846), 12 Cl. A Fin. 121, H. L., affirming S. 0. eub 
mm, Cookson v. Beay (1842), 6 Beuv, 22. 

(e) Lingen v. Sotvray (1711), 1 P. Wins. 172. 

(/) Orubtree v. Bramble (1747), 3 Atk. 680, 689. 

(9) As to the doctrine of election, see note to Dillon y. Parker (1818), 1 Swan. 
859, at p. 394. 
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pat to his election to take either under the instrument or against 
it (A). If he elects to take under the will he is bound, and may 
be ordered (t), to convey his own property to A. ; if he elects to take 
against the will and to keep his own property, and so disappoints A., 
then he cannot take any benefits under the will without compen- 
sating A. out of such benefits to the extent of the value of the pro- 
perty of which A. is disappointed (A;). It follows that if B/s property 
is such that it cannot be assigned — as where it consists of heirlooms 
— he is not put to his election (/). 

The doctrine of election requires that there shall be a 
claim under the will and a claim dehors the will and adverse to 
it. It is not applied as between two clauses in the same 
will (m). It applies although part of the benefits in the testator’s 
own property conferred by the will may fail (n). Where two wills of 
the same testator, disposing of different properties, form one 
complete scheme of testamentary disposition, a beneficiary 
electing against one will can only claim under the other on 
terms of paying compensation (o). 


(h) Birmingham v. /ftr wan (1805), 2 Sch. & Lef. 444, per Lord Redesdale, L.O., 
at p. 449; Codrington v. Lindsay (1873), 8 Ch. App. 678, per Lord Selborne, L.C., 
at p. 587 ; Cooper v. Cooper (1874), L. R. 7 H. L. 63, per Lord CAiRNft, Ij.O., at 

& 63, per Lord Hatiierley, at p. 70 ; Codrington v. Codrington (1876), L. 11. 7 
. L. 864, 861, varying S. 0. mo nom, Codrington v. Lindsay ^ sujra; see h^oys 
V. Mordaunt (1706), 2 Vem. 681 and Streatfield v. StreatfieUl ^736), Cos. temp, 
Talb. 176, both in 1 White & Tud. L. C., 7th ed., pp. 414, 416 ; Bor v. Bor 0*7^0), 
3 Bro. Pari. Cas, 167 ; Whistler v. Webster (1794), 2 Ves. 367, 370 ; Ker v. 
Wauchope (1819), 1 Bli, 1, 21, 11. L. ; and see lie Vardon's Trusts (1884), 28 
Ch, D. 124 (reversed (1886) 31 Ch. I). 276, C. A,), where the cases are collected ; 
Re Brookshankf Beauderk v. James (1886), 34 Ch. D. 160, 163. The doctrine 
applies where a settlor with a limited wjwer of revocation revokes in excess of 
the power, and while purporting to dispose of the interests which were not 
revocable gives benefits to the persons entitled to them under the settlement 
{Coutts V. Acworih (1870), L. K. 9 Eg. 619). 

(i) Blake v. Bunbury (1792), 1 Ves. 614, 627 ; Oretion v. Howard (1819), 1 
Swan. 409, 420. 

(k) Blake v. Bunbury, eupra, and, as reported, 4 Bro. 0. 0. 21 ; Randiffe {Lord) 
V. Parkyns {Lady) (1818), 6 Dow, 149, 179, H. L. ; Oretton v. Howard, suira ; 
Pickersgill v. Rodger (1876), 6 Ch. D. 163. If the gift to A, fails througn A. 
being unable to take, the effect will be to throw tne subject of the gift into 
the residue, so that the residuary legatee profits by the election, and takes either 
B.’s property or compensation {Re Brookshank, Beauderk v. James, supra), 

(1) Re Cheskam {Lord), Cavendish v. Bacre (1886), 31 Ch. D. 466. 

(m) WoUasiUm v. JTiny (1869), L. R. 8 Eq. 166, per James, V.-O., at p. 174. 
And the failure of a g^ft in a codicil owing to the legatee Mng an attesting 
witness, whereby the property passes to the legatee and others under the 
residuary gift in the will, does not raise a case of election {Burton v. Newbery 
(1875), 1 Ch. D. 234, 242; compare Sheddon v. Qoodrich (1803), 8 Ves. 481,497; 
Bizzey v. FliyU (1876), 3 Ch. D. 269, 274). But where a le^tee takes under 
tiie same wiU a beneficial legacy and an onerous legacy, and the two are 
intended to form one aggregate gift, he must accept or reject both {Talbot v« 
Radnor {Earl) (1834), 3 My. & K. 262 ; Re Hakhkys, Frdce v. Culmady (1886), 
32 Ch. D. 408, 0. A. ; Frewen v. Law Life Assurance Bodely, [1896] 2 Ch. 611 ; 
Re Kensington {Baron), Longford {Earl) v. Kensington {Baron), (1902] 1 Ch. 203, 
207) ; but otherwise if the gifts can be construed as distinct ( Warren v. RudaU, 
^ (1860), 1 John. & H. 1, 13 ; Syer v. OlddsUme (1886), 30 

(«) Newman v. Newman (1783), 1 Bro. 0. C. 186. 

(o) Douglas- Henzies v. Umpheiby, [1908] A. C. 224, P, CL 
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133. The application of the doctrine of election does not 
depend on whether or not the testator knows that he has no title 
to the property which he purports to dispose of. If he knows 
that it IS another’s, and gives that other benefits xmder the will, 
he may be supposed to intend to put that other to his election (p). 
But it is not necessary that the testator should have had in his 
mind the equitable principle of election (q). The principle equally 
applies where he is in error as to his power of disposition, and 
thinks that the property of which he purports to dispose is his 
own (r). The court does not speculate as to whether the testator 
would have made a different disposition had he known of his error, 
but takes the will as it is, and requires the beneficiaries to give 
effect to it («). 

134. The doctrine of election is most frequently applied to 
dispositions by will, but it applies equally to deeds and other 
instruments inter vivos (t). Thus, where a settlement purports 
to settle certain property, but is not effectual to do so, a person 
who claims that property adversely to the settlement cannot at the 
same time take advantage of other provisions of the settlement 
in his favour (a). Two ante-nuptial settlements of even date, one 
of realty and the other of personalty, have been held to be one 
settlement for the purpose of putting to his election a person 
whose property was affected by one, and who claimed a benefit 
under the other (h). It is doubtful whether the doctrine of election 
applies to a grant from the Crown (c). 


(p) Soo Wilkinson v. Deni (1871), 6 Ch. App. 339, 341. In Forrester y, Cottm 
(1760), 1 Eden, 631, 535, it was said that the testator must know that he had no 
right to dispose of the lands, and that, knowing it, he takes upon himself to 
dispose of them. But this does not represent the accepted rule. 

( 7 ) Cooper V. Cooper (1874), L. K. 7 H. L. 63, 67 ; and the doctrine is not 
excluded by the fact that, as to other property, the testator has expressly 
required legatees to take their legacies m satisfaction of sums due to them 
( Wilkinson v. Dentf supra) ; though if it appears that the testator meant to confine 
election to a particular property, it will not extend to other property {East v. Cook 
(1760), 2 Ves. Sen. 30; see tne explanation of this case in Wilkinson v. Denty supra), 
(r) Walpole v. Conway (Lord) (1740), Barn, (cH.) 153, 169; Kirkhamy. Smith 
nUd), 1 Yes. Sen. 258 ; Swan v. Holmes (1854), 19 Beav. 471, 477 ; Wollaston v. 
iriw£(1869), L. R. 8 Eq. 165, 173; see JVelby y, Welby (1813), 2 Yes. & B. 187, 
per Grant, M.R., at p. 199. 

(«) Whistler v. Webster (1794), 2 Yes. 367, 370 ; Theilusson y, Woodford (1806), 
13 Yes. 209, 221. 

(0 See Codringion v. Lindsay (1873), 8 Ch. App. 578, 687, where the cases on 
insti’uments ef different kinds are collected ; and see Llewellyn v. Mackworth 
(1740), Bam. (ch.) 446; Bigland v. Hvuidlestone (1789), 3 Bro. 0. C. 285, n.; 
Cumming v. Forrester (1820), 2 Jao. & W. 334, 345 ; Mosley v, Ward (1861), 29 
Beay. 407 ; Griffith-Boscawen y. Scott (1884), 26 Ch. D. 368. 

a Anderson y. Abbott (1867), 23 Beay. 457 ; Willoughby y. MiddUton (1862), 
n. & H. 344 ; Brown y. Brown (1866), L. BL 2 Eq. 481. But where a person, 
who himself takes no interest under the settlement, claims property comprised 
in, but not bound by, the settlement under a party to the settlement who takes 
a benefit under it, there is apparently no case of election (Campbell y. Ingilby 
(1856), 21 Beay. 667 ; afiSrmed on different gi-ounds (1857), 1 De G. & J. 393, C. A.) ; 
see Brown y. Brown^ supra; but compare the reference to Camp'll y. Ingilhy, 
$u}>rat in Codrington y. Lindsay y supra, at p. 593. 

(b) Bacon y. Cosby (1851), 4 Be G. & Sm. 261. 

(c) Cumming y. Forrester (1820), 2 Jac. A W. 334, 845. As to royal grants, see 
title Constitutional Law, Vol. YI., pp. 479—483. 
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135. The doctrine of election applies to an erroneous exercise 
of a limited power of appointment, whereby property is appointed 
to a stranger, a benefit being at the same time conferred by the 
appointor out of his own property on an object of the power. 
The object of the power cannot claim this benefit and also 
exclude the stranger and take in default of appointment (d). 
There is no distinction between an invalid gift of property which 
a testator believed to be his own and an invalid gift of property 
which the testator knew not to be his own, but over which ho 
erroneously believed he had a power of appointment (e). But where 
there has been a proper appointment to an object of the power, 
invalid modifications of the appointment are altogether void, and 
cannot be used to raise a case of election (/). And the doctrine 
of election is not available for curing illegality ; hence an appoint- 
ment to a stranger which is in its nature void for illegality — as 
where it infringes the rule against perpetuities — does not raise a 
case of election (^). 

136. The doctrine of election applies as between all kinds of 
property and interests in property, and as between all classes of 
persons claiming property. For the purposes of election no 
distinction can be drawn between personal estate and real estate, 
between specific and residuary devisees or legatees, or between 
legatees and next of kin of an intestate (h). And where a testator 
disposes in favour of another of land belonging to his heir-at-law. 


(rf) Whittier Y. Webster (1794), 2 Ves. 367; and so whore, under a power to 
appoint to children of one marriage, an appointment is made in favour of 
children of a second marriage {White v. White (1882), 22 Ch. D, 655) ; see also 
title Powers. 

(c) Cooper Y. Cooper (1870), 6 Ch. App. 15, 20; Re Droolcshanh, BeauclerhY* 
James (1886), 34 Ch. D. 160. 

(/) Carver Y, Bowles (1831), 2 Russ. & M. 301, 308; Woolridge v. Woolridgs 
(1859), John. 63 ; consequently precatory words added to the appointment 
will not put the appointee to election {BlacJeet v. Lamb (1851), 14 Beav. 482 ; 
Langslow v. Langslxnv (1856), 21 Beav. 562 ; Churchill v. Uhurchill (1867), L. K. 
5 £q. 44 ; compare Tomkgns v. Blane (1860), 28 Beav. 422) ; unless the benelit 
conferred by the will is subject to forfeiture on non-compliance [King v. King 
(1864), 15 I. Oh. R. 479). 

[g) Re Nash, Cook ▼. Frederick, [1910] 1 Ch. 1, 10, 0. A., approving Wollaston 
V. King (1869), L. R. 8 Eq. 165 ; Re Warren^s TrusU (1884), 26 Ch. I). 208; Re 
IlandcocKS Trusts (1889), 23 L. R. Ir. 34, 0. A. ; Re Oliver's Settlement, Evered v. 
Leigh, [1905] 1 Ch. 191 ; Re Beales' Settlement, BarrtU v. Beales, [1905] 1 Ch. 
256 ; Re Wright, Whitworth t. Wright, [1906] 2 Ch. 288 ; and overiniling 
Re Bradshaw, Bradshaw v. Bradshaw, [1902] 1 Ch. 436. 

{h) Cooper V. Cooper, supra, at p. 21 ; see Kirkham v. Smith (1749), 1 Vos. Sen. 
258, 260; Webb v. Shaftesbury (Earl), Shaftesbury [Earl) v. Arrowsmith (1802). 
7 Ves. 480, 488 ; and compare McDonald v. McDonald (1875), L. R. 2 Sc. & Div. 
482, The doctrine applies to copyholds [Highway v. Banner (1785), 1 Bro. C. 0. 
684 ; Frank v. Standish (1772), 1 Bro. C. 0. 588, n.). It was the rule that 
creditors in whose favour a devise in trust for payment of their debts hod 
been made could not be put to their election between their remedies under the 
will and outside the will [Kidney v, Coussmaker (1806), 12 Ves. 136, 154) ; but 
now that creditors have their remedy against all assets, the doctrine is obsolete. 
And the doctrine applies where a testator purports to release a debt due to a 
third party upon whom he confers a benefit [Synge v. Bynge (1874), 9 Cfii. App, 
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and devises land of his own to the heir-at-law, the heir is put to his 
election (i). 

(t) Formerly the heir-at-law took nothing under such a devise, because he 
took the devised land by his better title as heir-at-law. But though strictly he 
denved no benefit under the will, yet the mere intention of the testator was 
held to put him to his election UVelh/ v. TFe% (1813), 2 Ves. & B. 187; 
ThelluBson v. Woodf<yrd (1806), 13 Yes. 209, 224 ; Schroder v. Schroder (1854), 
Kay, 678). Under the Inheritance Act, 1833 (3 & 4 Will. 4, c. 106), s. 3, the 
heir in such a case now takes as devisee. 

Similar questions arose (1) where a devise of real estate was ineffectual because 
the will was not properly attested, though effectual to pass personal estate ; 


belonging to him at his death, though not at the date of the will. In the 
first case the heir, if a legacy was be(}ueathod to him, was not bound to elect 
between the legacy and &e estate which, through failure of the devise, he took 
as heir-at-law. This was upon the ground that the will could not be read as to 
the devise {Sheddon v. Goodrich (1803), 8 Ves. 481, 497 ; Gardiner v. Fell (1819), 
1 Jac. & W. 22). But if the will contained an express direction that anyone who 
disputed it should forfeit all benefits under it, the heir was put to his election 
(Douffhton y, Boughton (1750), 2 Ves. Sen. 12); see WiUonv» IftYflon (1847), 1 
De G. & Sm. 152. This case can no longer arise, since the same attestation is 
now required for wills of real and of personal estate (Wills Act, 1837 (7 Will. 4 
& 1 Viet. c. 26), s. 9). In the case of a devi^ of copyhold lands not surrendered 
to the uses of the will, and of after-acquired lands, there was no technical 
objection to reading the will, and the heir at-law was put to his election between 
those lands, which devolved on him by descent, and any benefit given him by 
the will; see as to copyholds, Frank v. Standuh (1772), 1 Bro. 0. 0. 688, n. ; 
Peitiward v. PreicoU (1802), 7 Ves. 641, and as to after- acquired lands, Thelltieaon 
V. Wood/ordt eupra^ afiirmed $nh nom. Jtendleeham v. Woodford (1813), 1 Dow, 
249, n. L. ; Schroder v. Schroder, eupra; JIance y. Truwhitt (1862), 2 John. 
& H, 216. But a surrender to the use of the will is no longer necessary (stat. 
(1816) 55 Geo. 3, c. 192, repealed by and in effect re-enacted by Wills Act, 
1837 (7 Will. 4 & 1 Viet. c. 26) ). Moreover, the will speaks from the death, 
and hence a devise of lands acquired between the date of the will and the 
date of the testator’s death is effectual (Wills Act, 1837 (7 Will. 4 & 1 Viet, 
c. 26), 8. 24). 

Wnere a devise bv an English will of land in Scotland or elsewhere is 
ineffectual through failure to comply with the local law, and the person 
inheriting is a beneficiary under the will, he is put to his election (Brodie v. 
Ptarry (1813), 2 Vos. & B. 127 ; Dewar v. Maitland (1866), L. E. 2 Eq. 834, 
where the cases where the heir is and is not put to his election are contrasted 
by Stuabt, V.-O. ; Orrell v. Orrell (1871), 6 Ch. App. 302 ; Harrison v. Harrison 
(1873), 8 Ch. App. 342); but the property must be specifically described; a 
aevise in general words will only operate on the land capable of passing under 
it (Maocvml v. Maxwell (1852), 2 De G. M. & O. 705, 0. A.). 

Before the Wills Act, 183/ (7 Will. 4 & 1 Viet. c. 26), a will of an infant 
was valid as to personal estate, though not as to real estate ; so that the heir-at- 
law might become entitled by descent owing to the failure of the devise, and to 
personal estate under the will ; but he was not put to his election i^Hearle v, 
Greenbank (1749), 3 Atk. 695, 716) ; so, where a married woman’s will is void 
owing to incapacity, her heir or next of kin is not put to his election (Re 
De Burgh Lawson, De Burgh Lawson v. De Burgh Lawson (1885), 34 W. E. 39 
(heir-at-law); Blaiklocky, Grindle (1868), L. E. 7 Eq. 216 (next of kin); see 
Be Anderson, Pegler v. Qillali, [1965] 2 Ch. 70 ; and compare Be Atkinson, 
Walter v. Atkinson, [1899] 2 Ch. I, C. A.). Whether it was the same where her 
will would defeat her husband’s marital right so as to put him to election 
between such right and benefits taken under the will is not dear (Rich v. 
Cockell, Rich v. Hull (1804), 9 Ves. 369) ; but since the Married Women’s Property 
Act, 1882 (46 & 46 Yiot. o. 75), it seems that the husband is put to his election 
(Be Harris, Leaeroft v. Harris, [1909] 2 Ch. 206, where Bich v. CoekeU, Rich v. 
Hull, supra, is discussed). 

Where the xnaniage ooouxred on or before the Ist of January, 1834, the husband 


first case the heir, if a legacy was bequeathed to him, was not bound to elect 
between the legacy and me estate which, through failure of the devise, he took 
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137. To raise a case of election under a will upon the groimd 
jiLat the testator has attempted to dispose of property over which 
he had no disposing power, it must he clearly shown that the 
testator intended to dispose of the particular property (fe) ; and this 
intention must appear on the face of the will, either by express 
words or by necessary conclusion from the circumstances disclosed 
by the will(0. The presumption is that a testator intends to 
dispose only of hie own property (m); and general words will not 
be construed so as to include other property (n), nor will parol 
evidence be admitted to show that the testator believed such other 
property to be his own so as to allow it to be comprised in general 
words (o). Similarly, where a testator has a limited interest in 


was not able directly to deprive bis wife of ber right to dower out of lands to 
wbicb that right bad once attached ; but if be conferred upon ber other benefits 
by bis win, she might be put to her election between her dower and such benefits 
(see Birmingham v. Kirwan (1805), 2 Scb. & Lef. 444, 460). This was the c^e 
if the will showed that the husband intended to dispose of the property which 
was subject to dower in a manner inconsistent with the right to dower {Butcher 
V. Kemp (1820), 6 Madd. 61 ; Parker v. Sowerby (1854), 4 De G. M. & G. 321, 
C. A. ; Nottley v. Palmer 1854), 2 Drew. 93 ,* see, where she was not put to 
election, Uoldich v. Iloldich (1842), 2 Y. & C. Oh.Oas. 18 ; JSlliav. Lewis (iSii), 

3 Hare, 310). A devise to the widow of an interest in part of the lands was not 
inconsistent with her claim to dower (Lawrence v. Lawrence (1699), 2 Vern. 
365); but under the Dower Act, 1833 (3 & 4 Will. 4, c. 105), a devise to the 
widow of any interest in the land out of which she is dowable defeats her claim 
to dower in the rest of the land {Re Thomas^ Thomas v. Howell (1886), 34 Ch. D. 
166, 170) ; and this statute, by putting the right to dower under the husband’s 
control, has rendered the numerous authorities on the subject practically 
obsolete. The principle as to dower applied to freebench (Nottley v. Palmer^ 
supra; Thompson v. mirra (1873), L. R. 16 Eq. 592). In otner cases where a 
widow has a legal claim on her husband’s property which he cannot defeat, she 
may still be put to her election, as in the jus relictce and terce of Scotch law 
{Douglas-Memies v. Umphelhy, [1908] A. 0. 224, P. 0.) ; see also title Husband 
AND Wife. 

{k) Dashwood v. Peyton (1811), 18 Ves. 27, 41; RancUffe {Lord) v. Parkyns 
{Lady) (1818), 6 Dow, 149, 179, H. L.; Wintour v. Clifton (1856), 8 De G. M. 
& G. 641, 650. 

(0 Blake v. Bunhury (1792), 4 Bro. 0. 0. 21, 24. The widow of a testator will 
be put to her election by a devise of all the testator’s interest in property which 
belongs solely to her {Whitley v. Whitley (1862), 31 Beav. 173). 

(m) RancUffe (Lord) v. Parkyns {Lady)^ supra; Vsticke v. Peters (1858), 4 K. 
& J. 437; Coslvy v. Ashtown {Lord) (1859), 10 1. Ch. E. 219; Thornton v, 
Thornton (1861), 11 I. Ch. E. 474, 480; Pi^sgill v. Rodger (1876), 6 Ch. D. 
163, 170 ; see lit Harris^ Leacroft v. Harris^ [1909] 2 Ch. 206. 

(tO Forrester y, (1760), 1 Eden, 531, 635; Miller y, Thurgood (1864), 
33 Beav. 496, 500; Re Bidwdis BeUlment 11 W. R, 161. But in a 

settlement general words which are clearly intended to bring in property not in 
law included in the settlement may be allowed their full effect ( Willoughby v. 
Middleton (1862), 2 John. & H. 344). As to the effect of a bequest by a husband 
of ** all his jewels ’* on jewels which are the paraphernalia of his wife, see 
Jervoise v. Jervoise (1853), 17 Beav. 566. 

(o) Stratton v. Best (1791), 1 Ves. 285. In several cases it was considered that 
evidence dehors the will might be admitted to show that the testator considered 
the prox>erty his own, and so intended to include it in genersd words — e.g,^ 
evidence of an assignment (though ineffectual) to the testator (^utfer v. Maclean 
(1799), 4 Ves. 631, 637; see Pole v. Somers {Lord) (1801), 6 Ves. 309) ; or of 
accounts showing that he had dealt with it as ms own {Pulteney y, Darlington 
(Jjord) (1776), cited 3 Ves. 529 ; see 2 Ves. 560 ; Druce v. Denison (1801), 6 Ves, 
w5). But such evidence is inadmissible {Doe d. Oxenden v. Chichester (1816), 

4 Dow, 65. 89, 90, H. L. ; Dummer v. Pf<c^(1833}, 2 My. &K 262 ; CUmenUm 
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property, and purports to dispose of the property itself, the pre- 
sumption is that he intends to dispose only of^ his limited 
interest (p) ; and, if it is sought to carry the disposition further, 
it must be shown that he intended to dispose of more than 
that interest. But for this purpose positive declaration is not 
necessary. Regard may be had to the context of the will, and to 
the inaptitude of the testamentary limitations if applied to the 
testator’s actual interest (g); and where a co-owner of property 
devises the property specifically without restriction to his share, 
and confers a benefit on another co-owner, this will usually raise a 
case of election against such co-owner (r). But a devise of an 
estate which is subject to incumbrances does not by itself 
import an intention to devise it free from incumbrances, so as to 
put incumbrancers who take under the will to their election (s). 

It may appear from a recital that a testator has disposed of his 
own property under an erroneous belief as to the interests in other 
property of certain beneficiaries under his will, giving less to some 
on the footing that they would be compensated by their interests in 
the other property. But such a recital is not equivalent to a 
disposition of such other property, so as to raise a case of election 
against the persons who unduly benefit under the will (t). 

138. In applying the doctrine of election equity proceeds upon 
the principle not of forfeiture, but of compensation ; that is, the 
beneficiary who elects against the instrument and keeps his own 


V. Qandy (1836), 1 Keen, 309 ; Dixon v. Samson (1837), 2 Y. & 0. (ex.) 666; 
Oalvin v. Devereux, [1903] 1 I. B. 185 ; see note to Dillon v. Parker (1818), 

1 Swan. 369, 402; but aee the dictum of Jessel, M.11., in Puhersgill v. nodger 
(1876), 6 Ch. D. 163, 171, in favour of admittinp; parol evidence). 

( p) Maddieon v. Chapman (1861), 1 John. & 11. 470 ; Howell v. Jenkins (1862), 

2 John. & II. 706 ; (1863) 1 Do G. J. & Sm. 617, 0. A. ; Henry v. Henry (1872), 6 
1. B. Eq. 286; Dummer v. Pitcher (1833), 2 My. & K. 262. But if the only 
inloroet of the testator is a life interest, and the intention appearing on the will 
is to dispose of his interest, if any, there is no case of election (Galvin v. Devereux. 
[1903] 1 1. B. 185). 

iq) Wintour v. Clifton (1856), 8 De G. M. & G. 641 ; Usiicke v. Peters (1858), 
4 K. & J. 437 ; U^elby v. Welby (1813), 2 Ves. & B. 187 ; see Shuttleworth v. 
Greaves (1838), 4 My. & Or. 35 ; Padhury v. Clark (1850), 2 Mac. & G. 298 ; 
Honywood v. Forster (1860), 30 Beav. 14. 

(r) Fitzsimons v. Fitzsimons (1860), 28 Beav. 417 ; Swan v. Holmes (1854), 19 
Beav. 471 ; Miller v. Thurgood (1864), 33 Beav. 496; Wilkinson v. Dent (1871), 
6 Ch. App. 339 ; Henry v. Henry, supra, at p. 295 ; see Padhury v. Clark, 
supra; and compare Chave v. Chave (1830), 2 John. & H. 713 n., contra; 
and Re BidweWs Settlement (1862), 11 W. B. 161. A bequest to a third person 
of stock standing in the joint names of a testator and his wife, where benefits 
are conferred on the wife, will put her to her election {Qrosvenor v. Durston 
(1858), 25 Beav. 97 ; Re Carpenter, Carpenter v. Disney (1884), 51 L. T. 776). 

(«) Stephens v. Stephens (1857), 1 De G. & J. 62 ; Henry v. Henry, supra, 
at n. 297. But a devise inconsistent with the continuance of the incumbrances 
will put the incumbrancers, if they are beneficiaries under the will, to their 
election (Blake v. Bunhury (1792), 1 Ves. 614, 523) ; and compare Sadlier v. 
Butler (1867), 1 1. B. Eq. 415, where the incumbrancer was put to his election. 

(0 Box v. Barrett (1866), L. B. 3 Eq. 244. That a recital, without more, 
eannot amount to a gift, or show an intention to give, see Dashwood v. Peyton 
(1811), IS Yes. 27, 41; nor is there a case for election where a testator, 
erroneously reciting that a hotchpot clause will apply, refrains from appointing 
the unappointed residue of a fund (Langslow y. Lanqslow (1856), 21 Beav. 552). 
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property is not required to abandon all the benefits which are 
conferred upon him by the instrument. Such benefits are treated 
in equity as a fund out of which compensation must be made to the 
disappointed beneficiary ; and, after such compensation, the electing 
beneficiary is entitled to any surplus which may remain (a). The 
duty to make compensation imposes a personal liability on the 
electing beneficiary which will furnish ground for an action (6); 
or, after his death, for a claim against his estate (c). Where the 
person to elect dies, and the properties go in different directions, 
the obligation to compensate falls on the persons who succeed to the 
benefits out of which, according to the above rule, compensation 
ought to have been made(d). The amount of compensation pay- 
able is to be ascertained, in the case of a will, as at the date of the 
testator’s death, and not at the time when the election is made (e). 

139. From the principle that election proceeds on the footing of 
compensation it follows that no case for election will be raised 
against a person whose property a testator has purported to 
dispose of, unless he takes under the will a benefit out of property 
which the testator can actually dispose of. It is only such benefit 
which gives the necessary fund for compensation. The doctrine 
of election cannot be applied, except where, if an election is made 
contrary to the will, the interest that would pass by the will can 
be laid hold of to compensate the beneficiary who is disappointed 
by the election. Therefore, in all cases there must be some free 
disposable property given by the will to the person whom it is 
sought to put to his election (/). 


{a) Wtlhij V. Wdby (1813), 2 Ves. & B. 187, 191 ; Bancliffe {Lord) v. ParkyvB 
{Lady) fl818), 6 Dow, 149, 179, H. L. ; Oretion y. Haward (1819), 1 Swan. 409. 
About tne date of these decisions the question of forfeiture or compensation was 
regarded as doubtful (see per Lord Eldon, L.C., in Oreen v. Oreen (1816), 2 
Mer. 86, 93; TihhiU v. Tibhits (1821), Jac. 317, 319). But an exhaustive 
review of the authorities was given by the reporter in a note to Oretion v. Haward^ 
eupra^ in which their result was summed up as follows: — “(1) In the event 
of election to take against the instrument, courts of equity assume jurisdiction 
to sequester the benefit intended for the refractory donee, in order to secure 
compensation to those whom his election disappomts ; (2) The surplus, after 
compensation, does not devolve as undisposed of, but is restored to the donee, 
the purpose being satisfied for which alone the court controlled his legal right." 
Since this statement the uncertainty referred to by Lord Eldon has disappeared, 
and the later cases are uniform in affirming the principle of compensation (see, 
for example, Ker v. \Yauchope (1819), 1 Bli. 1, 25, H. L.; Schroder v. Schroder 
(1854), Kay 578 ; Ragere v. Jonee (1876), 3 Ch. D. 688 ; Pickeregill v. Rodger 
(1876), 6 Ch. D. 163, 173; Smith v. Lucae (1881), 18 Ch. D. 631, 546; Re 
VardorCe TrueU (1884), 28 Ch. D. 124, 131; Re Chesham (Lord), Cavendieh v. 
Dacre (1886), 31 Uh. D. 466, 473). The fund available for compensation will be 
apportioned among the disappointed legatees rateably according to their interests 
{Howell V. Jenkiiie (1863), 1 De G. J. & Sm. 617, 0. Al). 

(5) Rogers v. Jmee (1877), 7 Ch. D. 345, 

i c) Greenwood v. Penny (1850), 12 Beav. 403. 
d) Pickeregill v. Rodger (1876), 6 Ch. D. 163, 174. 
e) Re Hancock^ Hancock v. PaweoUt [1905] 1 Ch. 16. 

/) Brietow v. Warde (1794), 2 Ves. 336 ; the statement of the principle 
by liord Loughbouotjoh, L.C., at p. 350, is verbally inaccurate, and is altered 
in the text to accord with the appmnt meaning {Re Fowler's Trust (1859), 27 
Beav. 362; Re Aplin'e Trued (1866), 13 W. B. 1062; compare Wallinger t. 
WalUnger (1869), L. E. 9 Eq. 301), 
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Hence, where a teetator pnrports to exercise a hmted power of 
appointment by appointing to a stranger, and appomte also to an 
oKt of the power, the latter may claim to participate, as in 
defauU of appointment, in the share appointed to the stranger, 
without compensating the stranger out of the properly appointed 
share (^)« No part of the fund is at the disposal of the testator. 
To raise a case of election the testator must both make a direct 
appointment to a stranger to the power (A) and a gift of the 
testator’s free property to an object of the power (i). 


140. Where a testator purports to dispose of property which is 
not his own, no case of election arises against a person who takes 
such property by a derivative title after the testator’s death, and 
who is also a beneficiary under the will (j). At the date when the 
will comes into operation he must be in a position to claim in his 
own right an interest in the property (Ar). A beneficiary is not put 
to his election, because he has a derivative title under another 
person who was the true owner at the time of the death (1), Where 
such other person w^as also a beneficiary under the will and elected 
against it, paying compensation, there is the additional con- 
sideration that the payment has freed the property from the obliga- 
tion of further election (m). 

141. No person can be required to elect without a clear knowledge 
of both the funds or properties between which he has to elect (n). 
Hence he is entitled to be allowed time to consider as to his 
election (o), and, if necessary, the election will be postponed till 
accounts of the property concerned have been taken (p). If there 
is an action pending, the necessary accounts and inquiries can be 
taken and made in the action (q) ; otherwise, the person who wishes 
to decide as to election can commence an action to ascertain the 


(g) See note (/), p. 123, ante. 

(h) An appointment to an object of the power subject to a request to him 
to give the property to a stranger will not suffice, the request being merely 
void {Blacket v. Lamb (1861), 14 Boav. 482). 

(i\ Whistler v, Webster (1794), 2 Yes. 367. 

(n Thus, where a testator disposes of property of a married woman, and 
confers b^ his will benefits on her husband, the husband, on becoming entitled 
to his wife’s property as administrator, is not put to Ws election {Grissefl v. 
Bwinhoe (1869), L. B. 7 £q. 291 ; see Howells y. Jenkine (1862), 2 John. & 11. 
706 ; lirovm v. Brown (1866), L. E. 2 Eq. 481, 486). 

(Af) Where the owner of property which the testator has purported to dispose 
of IS dead, it is sufficient if the beneficiary under the testator’s will is entitled 
to an interest in such property as next of kin of the deceased owner, notwith- 
standing that his interest is subject to payment of the debts of such owner 
{Cooper V. Cooper (1870), 6 Oh. App. 16, 21 ; (1874) L. E. 7 H. L. 63). 

(1) Cooper V. Coopett eupra; compare Armstrong v. Lynn (1876), 9 1. E. Eq. 
186. 

fm) Camn {Lady) v. Pulteney (1796), 2 Yes. 644. 

(n) Whistler y. Webster, supra, at p. 371 ; see Pusey v. Deshouverie (1734), 3 
P. Wms. 316; Chalmers y. Stcril (1813), 2 Yes. & B. 222. 

(o) See Codringtcn y. Lindsay (1873), 8 Oh. App. 678, 693; Re Hancock, 
Hancock y. Pawson, [1905] 1 Ch. 16. 19. 

(p) Hender v. iSme (1718), 3 P. Wms. 124, n. ; Neuman v. Newman (1783), 1 
Bro. 0. 0. 186 ; Boynton v. Boynton (1785), 1 Bro. C. C. 446. 

(g) Douglas v. Douglas^ Douglas v. Webster (1871), L. E. 12 Eq. 617. 
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depend (0, will not be binding; though, if election has once been 
deliberately made, persons claiming under the electing party are 
bound thereby without distinct evidence being given that he was 
aware of his rights (a). 

• 142. Where several persons are interested in the property Election 
disposed of by the testator, and are also beneficiaries under his where several 
will, an election by one does not bind the others ; and this is so 
whether they are entitled simultaneously as co-owners (ft), or in 
succession as tenant for life and remaindermen (c). All the 
persons interested have a right to exercise their judgment as to the 
way in which they will elect (ft). Nor are next of kin bound by 
the election of the administrator (ft). Compensation may be payable 
by some persons electing against the will to others so electing, and 
such compensation must then be included by the latter in the 
benefits taken by them under the will (d). 


>n8 
tereeted. 


143. A person required by the court to elect within a specified Time for 
time will, if he does not elect within that time, be treated as election, 
having elected against the instrument («). But otherwise no 
definite time limit can be assigned for election ; and if the party is 
neither required to elect, nor does any acts from which election 
can be inferred, his right to elect will remain open until it becomes 
inequitable to assert it (/). And this will be the case if he has 
allowed the property devised away from himself to be enjoyed for a 
long time — e.g,, ten years (g ) — by the devisee. 


144. Election is a question of fact and must be ascertained as implied 
such (ft). It may be express, or may be implied from the acts of <icctioa. 
the person bound to elect. To constitute an implied election there 
must be clear proof that the person put to his election was aware 
of the nature and extent of liis rights; and that, having that 
knowledge, he intended to elect (i). Where there has been ignorance 


(r) UutrUke v. Broadliurst (1790), 1 Ves. 171 ; Dillon v. Parker (1818), 1 Swan. 
359, 381, n. ; but in Douglas v. DouglaSf Douglas t. Webster (1871), L. E. 12 Eq. 
617, at p. 637, WiCKENS, V.-O., intimat^ that the rule might require restrictiou. 
U) Pusey V. Dt'sbouven'e (1734), 3 P. Wms. 315. 

«) Kidney v. Coussmaker (ISOG'-, 12 Voa. 130, 153. 

(a) Dewar v. Maitland (1866), L. It. 2 Eq. 834, 838. 
h) FyUhe V. Fytche (1868), L. R. 7 liJq. 494. 

(c) Warder, Eau^ft (1799), 4 Vea. 623; Hutchison v. Skelton (1856), 2 Macq. 
492, 495, II. L. ; compare Long v. Long (1800), 5 Ves. 445, where the point was 
not decided. 

(d) Re Booth, Booth v. Robinson, [1906] 2 Ch. 321. 

(«) Streatfidd v. Streatfidd (1735), Cas. ^p.Talb. 176; see 1 Swan. 447, whei*e 
the decree which shows this is given. 

i f) Buiricke v. Broadhnrst, supra, 
g) TibhiU V. TihbiU (1816), 19 Ves. 666, 662. 
h) Roundel v. Currer (1786), 2 Bro. 0. 0. 67, 73, 

t) Worthington v. Wiginton (1855), 20 Beav. 67, per Eomillt, M.E., at p. 74 ; 
see Stratford v. PoweU{\m'i), 1 Ball& B. 1 ; DiUon v. Parftcr (1818), 1 Swan. 359, 
382; Edwards v. Morgan^ Morgan y. Edwards (1824), 13 Price, 762, aflSrmed saft 
nam. Morgan y. Edwards (1827), 1 Bli. (n. 8.) 401 ; Wintowry. Cli/tan (1856), 21 
Beav. 447, 468; Spread y. Morgan (1865), 11 H. L. Oas. 5W. 
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of the right, an enjoyment of the benefits conferred by the wUl for 
a considerable time will not prevent the party from claiming to 
elect (ik). But where, with knowledge of his obligation to elect, a 
person enjoys property given by the will or exercises acts of owner- 
ship over ifc, he will be held to have elected to confirm the will, and 
will be debarred from keeping his own property as well ( 1 ). Similar 
acts in relation to his own property will show an election against 
the will(//0« It is necessary, however, to have regard to the 
history of both the properties between which election was to be 
made, and possession of or acts of ownership over both will 
raise no presumption of election (n). An implied election is 
binding on the representatives of the person electing (o), though, 
if the election has not been clearly made, the representatives may, 
perhaps, elect on offering compensation (p). 

145. The capacity of a married woman to elect depends 
on her capacity to give up the property belonging to her 
which the instrument purports to dispose of, and it is essential 
that both the properties between which she has to elect should 
be free from restraint on anticipation. As regards the pro- 
perty which does not pass under the instrument, the restraint 
prevents her from giving it up so as to confirm the instrument ; as 
regards the property which does pass under the instrument, the 
restraint prevents it from becoming a fund for compensation if she 
elects against the instrument (g) ; and, indeed, the imposition of the 
restraint on alienation shows an intention on the part of the author 


(Jfc) Wake V. Wake. (1791), 3 Bro. 0. 0. 255 (three years’ receipt of an annuity) ; 
Iteiffiard v. Spence (1841), 4 Boay. 103 (five years’ receipt); Sopwith v. Maughun 
(1861), 30 Beav. 235 (provision in lieu of dower enjoyed by widow for sixteen 
years, but, as the certificate found, ** in ignorance of her right to dower” ). 

(/) Butricke v. Uroadhurst (1790), 3 Bro. 0. 0. 88 ; Worthington v. Wiginton 
(1855), 20 Beav. 7 ; WhiiUy v. Whitley (1862), 31 Beav. 173. The receipt of a 
legacy shows an intention to take under the will {Northumherland {Earl) v. 
Ayle^ord {Karl) (1760), Amb. 540 ; S. 0. suh nom. Northumbrrland {Duke) v. 
Egremont {Earl) (1768), Arnb. 657 ; Ardesoife v. Bennet (1772), Dick. 463) ; and 
the court does not readily disturb arran^ments to which the parties have 
assented; see Turnkyns v. Ladbroke (1755), 2 Yes. Sen. 591, 593, and cases 
collected in 1 Swan. p. 381, n. 

(m) Such as a sale of the property {Bogera v. Jones (1876), 3 Oh. D. 688). 

(n) Dillon v. Parker (1818), 1 Swan. 359, at p. 380 ; Padbury v. Clark (1850), 
2 Mac. & G. 298 ; Morgan v. Morgan (1853), 4 I. Ch. R, 606, 614, Spread v. 
Morgan (1865), 11 IJ. L. Cas. 588, at p. 613. But where an heir enjoyed lands 
inefi'ectually devised to him for a limited interest to which, therefore, he was 
entitled by descent, and also lands well devised, he was presumed to have elected 
to take under the will (Dewar v. Maitland fl866), L. B. 2 Eq. 834). 

(o) Northumberland {Karl) v. Aylesford {Earl)^ supra; Ardesoife v. Bennet, 
sv^a; Deivar v. Maxtland, supra; and, indeed, cases of implied election 
generally arise where the party nas died. Where he is alive he can contradict 
the implication {Sopmlh v. Muughan, supra, at p. 239). 

( p) ISee Dillon v. Parker, supra, at p. 385. 

{q) Smith y. Lucas (1881), 18 Oh. D. 531, 545 ; Be Wheatley, Smith v. Spence 
(1884), 27 Ch. D. 606 ; Be Vardon^s TrusU (1885). 31 Ch. D. 275, 0. A., over- 
ruling on this point Willoughby v. Middleton (1862), 2 John. &, H. 344. A con- 
dition attached to a lemcy to a married woman that she shall convey her 
separate estate, as to vmicn she is Irestrained from alienation, does not raise 
a case of election, and the legacy fails {Botnnson v. Whedwright (1855), 21 Beav. 
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of the instrument that the married vroman shall not be put to 
election (r). And this intention prevails although at the time for 
election the woman has become discovert (s). 

If the property belonging to a married woman which the 
instrument purports to dispose of belongs to her as her separate 
estate, she can elect as though she were a jeme aoh. If it is not 
her separate estate, but she can dispose of it by observing 
certain formalities, she can also elect by the observance of these 
formalities. Otherwise she cannot elect out of court (a) ; but in 
appropriate proceedings the court will direct an inquiry as to what 
is for her benefit, and will elect on her behalf accordingly (b) ; or if 
the matter is clear, will elect without inquiry (c). 

146. The committee of a lunatic so found by inquisition can 
elect on his behalf under the direction of the court (d) ; where 
he was not so found, the court formerly elected — after inquiry, 
if necessary — under its general jurisdiction to act on behalf of 


(r) Re Wtieailey, Smith v. Spence (1884), 27 Cli. D. 606, 613. 

(5) Haynes v. Foster ^ [1901] 1 Oh. 3()1. 

(o) Williams v. Mayne (1867), 1 1. R. Eq^. 519 ; Harle y.Jarman^ [1895] 2 Oh. 
419; coutra, Ardesoife v. Bennet (1772), Dick. 463; and see note to Qretton v. 

1 [award (1819), 1 Swan. 409, 413. Questions of election proper— -that is, where the 
person electing has to choose between two things — ^are to be distinguished from 
cases where a mamcd woman chooses whether to affirm or repudiate a settlement 
which was originally not binding on her, either because she was an infant when she 
executed it, or because she did not execute it at all {UarU j, Jarman^ supra) e 
Where the married woman is an infant, she can, after attaining full age and 
during the coverture, elect to confirm the settlement, even though the effect is to 
render subject to the settlement property which she could not by reason of 
coverture dispose of ; and this is on the ground that the settlement was voidable 
only, and not void, and that it would be fraudulent for her afterwards to repudiate 
the settlement, or better, perhaps, that she is estopped from doing so [Barrow v. 
Jiarrenv [l%b^), 4 K. & J, 409; Wilders. f'^o^<(1882), 22 Ch. D. 263 ; He Hodson, 
Williams v. Knight, [1894] 2 Ch. 421 ; HarU v. Jarman, supra ; see Williams v. 
IJaily (1866), L. E. 2 Eq. 731, 734). And if she does not, within a reasonable 
time after attaining twenty-one, avoid the settlement, she is bound by it 
U'A wards v. Carter, [1893] A. 0. 360; Re Ilodeon, Williams t. Knight, supra; 
VitUU V. O* Hagan, [1899] 2 Ch. 569, 575, reversed on another ground, [1900] 

2 Ch. 87, C. A.) ; see Ashton v. M'Dougall (1842), 5 Beav. 66. And the principle 
has been extended so as to enable a woman who was adult on marnage to confirm 
an ante-nuptial marriage settlement not originally binding on her, and thereby 
to settle property of which she was, while covert, incompetent to dispose {Oreen- 
hill V. North British and Mercantile Insurance Co., [1893] 3 Ch. 474). But this 
is apparently erroneous ; the principle only applies where there Ws been a 
settlement ^fore marriage which is binding unless avoided; see UarU v. 
Jarman, sufra. Consequently, a post-nuptial settlement cannot be confirmeii 
except by an instrument which would pass the property at the time of con- 
firmation (Seaton v. Seaton (1888), 13 App. Cas. 61) ; see Burnaby v. EquitabU 
Reversionary Interest Society (1885), 28 Ch. D. 416, 424. ^i\^ere the wife’s 
settlement made by her liefore marriage, while an infant, relates to her 
separate property, she can d fortiori confirm it after attaining full age (Smith 
y. Lucas (1881), 18 Ch. D. 531). Where she takes benefits m the property of 
other persons under a post-nuptial settlement, which also includes her own 
property and is not binmng on her, and subsequently becomes discovert and 
claims against the settlement, she is put to her election (Codrington v. Codrington 
(1875), L. E. 7 H. L. 854 ; see Hamilton v. Hamilton, [1892] 1 Ch. 396). 

(6) Cooper v. Cooper (1874), L. E. 7 H. L. 63, 67 ; see Davis ?. Rage (1864). 
"1 Ves. 360. 

(c) Wilson V. Townsend (Lord John) (1795), 2 Yes. 693. 

(d) Re Sf/ton (Earl), [1898] 2 Ch. 378, C. A. 
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personfl under disability {e) ; but now the gunei-committee has the 
same powers as a committee (/). 

Where the person to elect is an infant, the court, if there is 
no doubt as to what is for his benefit, elects for him at the hearing 
of the matter in which the question arises (g) ; if there is doubt, an 
inquiry is directed what course is for the benefit of the infant, and 
the court elects in accordance with the result of the inquiry (ft). 

Sect. 4. — Satisfaction, 

147 . Satisfaction is the donation of a thing with the intention that 
it shall be taken either wholly or partly in extinguishment of some 
prior claim of the donee (i). It may occur (1) when a covenant to 
settle property is followed by a gift by will or settlement in favour 
of the person entitled beneficially under the covenant (ji) ; (2) when 
a testamentary disposition is followed during the testator’s lifetime 
by a gift or settlement in favour of the devisee or legatee (A;) ; and 
(3) when a legacy is given to a creditor (/). In all these cases the 
question of satisfaction is one of the intention of the settlor or 
testator (w) ; and if he expressly declares that the later disposition 
is to be in satisfaction of the earlier obligation or disposition, the 
matter is governed by this expression of his intention, and effect is 
given to the later disposition accordingly (7?.). In the absence of 


(e) Wilder v. Pigott (1882), 22 Ch. D. 263, 268 ; see Jones v. Lloyd 
L. E. 18 Eq. 266, 276, and title Lunatics and Persons of Unsound Mind. 

(/) Lunacy Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 47), b. 1. 

{g) Blunt V. Lack (1856), 3 Jur. (N. s,) 196, 0. A. ; Lamb v. Lamb (1857), 6 
TV. E. 772; Re Montogut Faber v, Mmiagu^ [1896] 1 Ch. 619. 

(A) Bigland ▼. Uuddlestone (1789), 3 Bro. 0. 0. 285, n, ; Brown v. Brown (1866), 
L. E. 2 Eq. 481, 486; Bennett v. Houldsworth (1877), 6 Ch. D. 671, 680. 
Originally tne election was deferred until the infant came of age {Streatfeld v. 
Streatjield (1735-6), Cas. temp. Talb. 176, 183; BoughtonY. Bvu gh ton {IT 50) ^ 2 
Ves. Sen. 12, 16) ; see note to Orelton v. llaward (1819), 1 Swan. 409, 413, and 
cases there citea, and title Infants and Children. 

(i) See the definition in 2 White & Tud. L. C., 7th ed., p. 379, adopted by Lord 
Eomilly in Chichester {Lord) v. Coventry (1867), L. E. 2 H. L. 71, 95. 

(y) See Hinchcliffe v. Jlinchcliffe (1797), 3 Ves. 616; Weall v. Rice (1831), 
2 Euss. & M. 251 ; Thynne {L(tdy K.) v. Olevgall {Earl) (1848), 2 H. L. Cas. 131. 

{k) Ex parte Pye, Ex parte Duhost (1811), 18 Ves. 140 ; 2 White & Tud. L. 0., 
7th ed., p. 366; Pym v. Lockyer (1841), 5 My. & Or. 29. This, though similar 
in its effect to satisfaction, is strictly ademption {Chichester (LordW. Coventry^ 
snproy at p. 90) ; see the rule stated in Trimmer v. Bayne (1802), 7 Ves. 608, 615. 
The settlement may be by way of covenant to pay {Cooper v. Macdonald (1873), 
L. E. 16 Eq. 268). . ^ v z' v ; 

(/) TalbcH v. Shrewsbury (Duke) (1714), Free. Ch. 391; 2 White & Tud. L. 0., 
7th ed., p. 376. 

(m) weall v. Rice, supra, at p. 265; Hopwood v. Hopwood (1859), 7 H. L. Cas. 
728, 737 ; GhwheUer (Lord) v. Coventry, suwa, at p. 82. Hence regard must be 
paid to the circumstances at the date of the instrument alleged to constitute 
satisfaction, and not to the actual result (Cartwright y. Cartwright, [1903] 2 cL 
306). 

(n) Davis y. Chamhers (1857), 7 De G. M. St G. 386 ; see Twisden y. Twisden 
(1804), 9 Ves. 413 ; Uardingham y. Thomas (1854), 2 Drew. 353. But a direction 
that portions are to be deemed to be satisfied by subsequent advances made by 
a sTOcifi^ {^rson during his life is not opmtive as regards l^nefits passing 
under his will (Cooper v. Cooper (1873), 8 Gh. App. 813 ) ; or on his intestacy 
(Twisdm y. Twisden, sut^) ; and see Cooper y. Cooper, supra, as to certatn 
inconsutencies in the earlier cases. 
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such expression, certain presumptions as to his intention are raised S»cit. 4. 
in equity, and evidence, intrinsic and, in certain cases, extrinsic, Satlsfao* 
may be used to rebut or to support such presumptions (o). A 
case of satisfaction only arises where the person who makes the 
payment is himself the party bound to pay, or is the owner of 
the estate charged with the payment (|)) ; or is exercising a power 
of appointment (g). The three cases stated above are shortly 
described as (1) satisfaction of portions by legacies or subsequent 
portions ; (2) ademption of legacies by portions ; and (3) satisfac- 
tion of debts by legacies. In the first two cases the court leans in 
favour of satisfaction ; in the third case it leans against it (r); 

148. In the cases of a portion followed by a legacy, and of a PwAnniptlon 
legacy followed by a portion, where the gifts are substantially of of satisfaction 
the same nature and in favour of the same person, there arises 
a presumption of satisfaction (1) where the settlor and testator is legacy by 
the father of the donee, or has placed himself in loco parentiB to portion, 
the donee («); (2) where the first disposition is expressed to be 
made for a specific purpose, and the second disposition effects that 
purpose. In the first case the presumption is founded on the 
leaning of the court against double portions {t ) ; in the second it is 
founded upon the intention of the testator or settlor as appearing 
from the instruments and from the circumstances of the later 
disposition (a). The presumption arises also as regards two dis- 
positions, both made for the purpose of satisfying a specified moral 
obligation (6). 


ip) See p. 136, post, 

\ p) Samud y. Ward (1856), 22 Beav. 347, 350. 

o) Rb ABhton^ Ingram v. Papillon, [1897] 2 Oh. 574, 

V) Thynne {Lady E.) v. Olengall {Earl), (1848) 2 H. L. Cas, 131, at p. 163. 
A question as to presumption against double gifts arises also where legacies are 
left to the same persiin by different testamentary instruments, or different 
legacies by the same instrument ; as to this, see Ilidge$ v. Morrison (1784), 1 Bro. 
C. 0. 389; Coote v. Boyd (1789), 2 Bro. 0. 0. 621 ; Benyon v, Benyon (1810), 
17 Ves. 34 ; Currie v. Bye (1811), 17 Ves. 462 ; Hurst v. Beach (182i), 6 Wdd. 
351 ; Yockney ▼. Hansard (1844), 3 Hare, 620; Lee v. Pain (1845), 4 Hare, 201 ; 
lioch V. (1848), 6 Hare, 531 ; Whyte y. Whyte (1873), L. B. 17 Eq. 50; and 
title Wills. 

(«) If a child has to account on the footing of satisfaction, persons claiming 
under him are imder the same liability (JBe Scott, Langtony, Scott, [1903] 1 Oh. 1, 
0. A,). The rule against double portions to children does not apply in Scotland 
{Johnstone v. HavBand, [1896] A. 0. 95). 

(<) See Ex parte Pye, Ex parte (1811), 8 Ves. 140, per Lord Eldon, L.O., 
at p. 151 ; Weall v. Bice (1831), 2 Buss. & M. 251, 267; Chichester {Lord) y. 
Coventry (1867), L. B. 2 H. L. 71, 86 ; Montagu v. Sandwich {Earl) (1886), 32 
Oh. D. 625, 634, C, A,; Re Laoon, Lacon v. Lacon, [1891] 2 Oh. 482, 0. A, 
per Ldtdley, L.J., at p. 492 ; per Bowen, L.J., at p. 497. 

g See Monde v. Monde {Lord) {1810), 1 Ball & B, 298, per Lord Mannxbs, 

, at p. 303; and compare Roomey, Roome (1744), 3 Atk. 181, 183; Powel 
y. Cleaver (^1789), 2 Bro. 0. 0. 499 ; Re Smythies, Wey^fmn y. Bmythies, [1903] 1 
Oh. 259 ; Re Furness, Furness y. Stalkartt, [1901] 2 Oh. 346, 349 ; Re Corbett^ 
Corbett y. Cobham {Lord), [1903] 2 Oh. 326. In Pankhurst y. Howell (1870), 
6 Oh. App. 136, a legacy of a sum of money to the testator's wile to be paid 
within ten days of his death was not adeemed by a gift of the same amount 
made during his last illness in order that she mignt have money in hand on bis 
death ; see Re Fletcher, OUlings y. Fletcher (1888), 38 Oh. D. 373, 377. 

(5) Re Pollock, Polkck y. Worrall (1885), 28 D. 552, 0. A. There is no 
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SatisfactfoE 

tanto. 


149. The presumption of satisfaction in the first case only arises 
when the two giffcs are in the nature of portions (c). A portion is a 
sum of money given to a child by way of advancement, on marriage 
or for the purpose of establishing him in business (d), and in 
general it is only such a gift which will operate as a satisfaction of 
a prior gift(tf); though, apparently, where a large sum has been 
given, and nothing is known as to the circumstances, it will be 
treated as raising the presumption (/). It follows that gifts of 
small sums 07 ), or payments of an annuity during the lifetime of 
the testator (ft), will not raise the presumption. Moreover, in the 
case of ademption the gift must be subsequent to the date of the 
will(i). 

150. The doctrine of satisfaction does not require that the 
second provision should be equal in value to or greater than the 
first ; a smaller provision will, in a case which is otherwise suitable 
for raising the presumption, be a satisfaction pro tanto of the 
earlier provision (ft) ; and, in the case of ademption, a later smaller 
provision does not destroy altogether the provision in the will ; it 
only destroys it pro tanto {1). The value of the provision given by 


prosumption of satisfaction of a donatio mortis causa by a bequest of the same 
amount contained in a will executed after the gift (Hudson v. Spencer, [19101 
2 Oh. 285). 

(c) Jte Lacon, Lacon v. Lacon, [1891] 2 Ch. 482, 0. A., per Bowen, L.J., at 
p. 498. There is no presumption of satisfaction where two portions are derived 
from different estates {Douglas v. Willes (1849), 7 Uaro, 318, 328). 

(d) Tayjor v. Taylor (1875), L. R. 20 Eq. 165, per Jkssel, M.R., at p. 168 ; 
see Schofield v. (i858), 27 Beav. 93; Jte Lacon, Lacon Lacon, supra. 
And it must be a benefit provided by the settlor, not merely a liability which 
ho bos incurred to the child— for example, by breach of trust (Crichton v. 
Crichton, [1895] 2 Oh. 853, 859). 

(e) Rt Scott, Langton v. Scott, [ 1 903] 1 Ch. 1 , 0. A. Formerly, money pro- 
videtl by a father to pay his son’s debts was treated as an advance {Boyd v. Boyd 
(1867), E. R. 4 Eq. 305 ; Re Blovkley, Blackley v. Blackley (1885), 29 On. D. 250) ; 
but the view of essel, M.R., in Taylor v. Taylor, supra, has prevailed, and 
the provision of sums for such a purpose does not raise a presumption of 
satisfaction {Re Scott, Langton v. Scott, supra). 

(/) Leighton v. Leighton (1874), L. R. 18 Eq. 468, 468 ; Be Scott, Langton v. 
Scott, sojyro, at pp. 13, 16. 

(^) Schofield V. Heap, supra; Watson v. Watson (1864), 33 Beav. 574; Re 
Peacock's Estate (1872), L. R. 14 Eq. 236, at p. 240. The court has never added up 
small sums in order to show that if the child claims those sums as well as the 
larger provision made for him by the parent, he would be taking a double portion 
{Suisse V. Lowther {Lord) (1843), 2 Hare, 424, per WiGEjUf, V.-O., at p. 434). 

f/i) See Haifeild v. Minet (1878), 8 Ch. D. 136, 0. A. 

(i) Gifts made before the date of the will cannot operate as an ademption 
(lie Peacock's Estate (1872), L. R. 14 Eq. 236; Taylor y. Cartwright (1872), t. R. 
14 Eq. 167, 176; Leighton v. Leighton, supra ) ; unless so agreM by fdie donee 
(Upton V. Prince (1735), Cas. temiK Talb. 71). 

(A;) irarrcn v. Warren (1783), 1 Bro. 0. 0. 305 ; Thynne {Lady E.) v. Qlengall 


(Earl) (1848), 2 H. L. Cas. 131, 154. 
(f) There wa 


» was at one time an impression that ademption by a smaller gift 
might destroy the provision in the wul entirely {Ex parte Pye, Ex jMrte Dubost 
(1811), 18 Ves. 140, 151); but tlxe cases were reviewed by Lord Oottenham, 
li.C., in Pym v. Lockyer (1841), 5 My. & Cr. 29, and he held that in such a case 
the ademption took effect only pro tanto, and this has been accepted as the 
settled rule f^trk v. Eddoioee (1844), 3 Hare, 509; Re Pollotk, Pollock v. 
irorroW (1885h 28 Ch. D. 552, 0. A.h 
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a subseqnent settlement mast be ascertained as at the date of the 
settlement, and the amount deducted from the legacy (m). Sattsfoo- 

151. In a case of ademption the beneficiary has no choice as — 
to whether he will take the earlier or the later provision. The 
earlier depends solely on the bounty of the testator, and the 
ademption operates by way of revocation of the bounty, either donee may 
wholly or in part. Where, however, a settlor has by a settlement 
undertaken an obligation, he has not the right of terminating that 
obligation by the substitution of a different provision by his will or 

by a later settlement (n). Hence where such different provision 
would operate as satisfaction, so that the beneficiary cannot take 
both provisions, he is entitled to elect between the two (o). 

152. The presumption against double portions arises when the Person u loco 
provisions are made by the father of, or by a person in loco parentis parentis. 

to, the donee (p). A person is in loco parentis when he has placed 
himself in the situation of the lawful father of the donee (q), so far 
as such situation relates to the duty of the father to make pro- 
vision for the donee (r). Whether a person has placed himself in 
this relation is a question of fact as to which parol evidence is 
admissible (s). The relation will be readily inferred where the 
donee resides with, and is maintained bv, the donor (t) ; or if the 
donee is an orphan and is maintained by the donor, though not 
residing with him (a). But a donor may be in loco parentis to a 
donee where the donee has a father living, and resides with and 
is maintained by the father, especially if the donor contributes to 
the family income (6). The mere leaving of a legacy does not show 


(r/^ Watson v. Watson (1864), 33 Beav. 674 ; Re Innes, Barclay v. Innes (1908), 
126 L. T. Jo. 60. 

(w) Without the consent of those entitled under the settlement the settlor 
cannot substitute the benefits ho may have chosen to confer by his will for those 
which he had already secured by deed {Chichester {Lord) v. Coventry (1867), L. 11, 
2 H. L. 71, Tper Lord Cran worth, at p. 87). 

(«) Chichester {Lord) v. Coventry, supra, ver Lord Bomilly,M.E., at p. 91 ; see 
TJinchdiffe v. Hinchaiffe (1797), 3 Yes. 616, 628 ; Thynne {Lady E,) v. Glerujnll 
(Karl) (i848), 2 H. L. Oas. 131, 155; and compare Pole v. Somers (Lord) (1801), 
6 Yes. 309. 

(p) Suisse V. Lowiher (Lord) (1843), 2 Hare, 424, 436 ; compare Powel 
CUaver (1789) 2 Bro. 0. 0. 499. 

( 9 ) ExparU Pye, Ex parte Duhost (1811), 18 Vos. 140, 164. 

(r) Powys V. Mansfield (1837), 3 My. & Cr. 369 ; F'owhes y, Pascoe{l%*lb\ 10 Ch. 
App. 343, 360 ; the rule is sometimes stated as including provisions by a parent 
or a person in loco parentis; but the word parent’* must be restricted to 
** father,** since it is only on him that the duty of making provision for the 
child prtmd /ocie falls {Re Ashton, Ingram v. PapilUm, [1897] 2 Ch. 674), 

(5) Strictly the evidence is of intention by the donor to put himself in loco 
parentis ; from such intention the presumption against double portions arises, 
and parol evidence is admissible to prove or disprove the facts upon which 
the presumption is to depend, namely, whether, in the language of Lord Eldon 
in Ex parte Pye, Ex parte Duhost, supra, he had meant to put himself in loco 
parentis {per Lord OoxTBNiiAif, L.C., in Powys y. Mansfieta, supra, at p. 370; 
see Bo(d^ y. AUen (1831), 2 Euss. & M. 270, 299). 

(() Watson y. irof^on, supra. In Tunning y. Powell (1845), 2 Coll. 262, the 
testatrix also referred to the legatee as her adopted child. 

(a) Bodher y. Allen (1831), 2 Buss. & M. 270. 

( 6 ) Poti;y« y. Mansfield, supra, rich unmarried uncle,** said Lord 
CoTTKHHA V, L.C., in that case, ** taking under his protection the family of a 
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SaoT. 4. an intention on the part of the testator to place himself in loco 
Satisfac- parentis to the legatee (c). A grandfather or a collateral relation is 
tion, in the position of a stranger for the purpose of the rule, and 
evidence must be given of his intention to put himself in loco 
parentis {d). It used to be held that a father was in a similar 
position in respect of his illegitimate child {e ) ; but in such a ease 
there is an obvious duty to make provision for the child, and 
probably the presumption would now arise without evidence (/)• 

Strength of 153. The rule against double portions is only a rule of 
presumption, and the presumption is liable to be rebutted ; but 
hx Afferent the strength of the presumption varies according to the nature of 

CMOS. the instruments and the order in which they are executed. The 

presumption is strongest in the case where a testamentary provision 
for a child is followed by a settlement. Here both provisions are 
still under the testator's control when be executes the later instru- 
ment. The presumption is less strong where a settlement, which 
creates an obligation remaining unperformed, is followed by a 
testamentary provision. The testator is not free from the obliga- 
tion of the settlement when he makes his will, and it is not so 
readily presumed that he meant the latter to take the place of the 
former (g). And where the settlement precedes the will, a direction 
in the will to pay debts may be held to include the liability under 
the settlement so as to rebut the presumption of satisfaction (/i) ; 
but only if it is of such a nature as properly to constitute a 
debt (i). 

The strength of the presumption is further reduced when the 
double provision is contained in consecutive settlements, since in 
the case of a will the testator is supposed to be disposing of the 
whole of his property and distributing it among the different objects 


brother, who hae not the moans of adequately providing for them, and 
furnishing through the father to the children the means of their maintenance 
and education, may surely be said to intend to put himself, for the purpose in 
question, in loco parmtU to tho children, althoughthey never leave their father's 
roof.'* 

. (c) Shudaly^ Jtkyll (1742), 2 Atk. 516; Lyddony, Ellison (1854), 19 Beav. 
665 ; lie SmythieSf Weyman v. Smythin^ [1903] 1 Ch. 259. 

((f) As to a grandfather, see Rooms v. Rooms (1744), 3 Atk. 181, 183 ; Fowd v. 
Cleaver (1789), 2 Bro. 0. C. 499, 517 ; Perry v, Whitehead (1801), 6 Ves. 544 ; 
Lyddon v. Ellison, supra, at p. 572 ; compare Ellis v. Ellis (1802), 1 Sch. & 
Lef. 1 ; os to collaterals, see Shudal v. Jskyll, supra, 

(f) Grave y, Salisbury {Earl) 1 Bro. 0. 0. 425; Perry y, Whitsheadf 

supra; Ex parts Pye, Exports Duhost (1811), 18 Ves. 140, 152. 

(/) In RsLavoes, Lawes y, Lawes (1881), 20 Oh. D. 81, 0. A., Jessel, M.B., 
at p. 86, treated a father as being in (oco parenfta towards his illegitimate son. 

(p) Chichester {Lord) v. Coventry (1867), L, B. 2 H. L. 71, 87 ; Re Tussaud's 
Estate, Tussaud y, Tussaud (1878), 9 Oh. I). 363, 0. A. ; and as to this distino- 
tion, see Dawson y, Dawson (1867), L. E. 4 £q. 504, 512 ; Cooper y, Macdonald 
(1873), L. E. 16 £q. 258, 268. 

(6) Chicheeter {Lord) y, Coventry, supra, at pp. 85, 88 ; Dawson y, Dawson, 
supra ; see Lethhridys y, Thurlow (1851), 15 Beav. 334 ; Re Franklin, Franklin y, 
Franklm (1907), 52 Sol. Jo. 12, Where the will precedes the settlement, a 
direction to pay debts can have no such effect (Trimmer y, Bayne (1802), 7 Yes. 
608 ; Dawson y, Dawson, supra ; Cooper y. Macdonald, supra^, 

(i) Bennett y, HoMsworih (1877), 6 Oh. D. 671 ; Be Vernon, Garland v. Shaw 
(1906), 95 L. T. 48. 
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of bis bounty (k) ; but not so in the case of a settlement. And it ^ 

tlie first settlement contains a power of revocation which is not 8atlsliui* 
exercised, this will be an indication that the provisions are intended 
to be cumulative (0« 

154. Slight differences between the two provisions — that is, Slight diltow 
such as in the opinion of the judge leave the two provisions of 
subslaniiallv the same nature — do not rebut the presumption tamptM 
ogaiiist double portions (m). Thus the presumption is not rebutted 
by slight differences as to the time of payment of the two portions (n), 
and sums agreed to be advanced may he satisfied pro tanto by a share 
of residue (o) ; and similarly a bequest of a share of residue may be 
adeemed by a subsequent advance of a specific 8um(p). Satisfac- 
lion by a residue and ademption of a residue cannot for this purpose 
be distinguished (g). 

But the second portion must be cjusdem generis with the first. Thegfftt 
Thus a pecuniary legacy is not adeemed by the father afterwards 
taking his son into partnership and giving him an interest in the gsntr^ 
business stock (r). If, however, the father himself sets a pecuniary 
value on the property given, or gives it with reference to its 
pecuniary value, it ceases to be of a different nature for this 
{mrpose («). Similarly, laud is not to be taken in satisfaction for 
money, nor money for land (t), unless the testator estimates the 
value of the land at a fixed sum, and desires it to be made up to a 
particular amount (a). And an intei'est subject to a contingency 
will not be a satisfaction of a vested interest (h\ unless the con« 
tingency is so remote that it may be disregarded (c). 


(k) Palmer v. Newell (1855), 20 Beav. 32. 

(l) Palmer v. Neivell (1856), 8 De. O. M, & O. 74, 78, 0. A ; and see Cartwrujhi 
7. Cariwrifjhtj [1903] 2 Ob. 306, whoro satisfaction was rebutted by the differ* 
»nces in the limitations. 

(tn) Weall v. like (1831), 2 Russ. & M. 251, 268. 

(«) Ifartopp V. Hartopp (1810), 17 Ves. 184 ; compare Lethbridge ▼. Thurlouf 
1851), 15 Beav. 334, 

(0) Schofield V. Heap (1858). 27 Beav. 93. 

(/>) Thynne (Lady Jl\) v. Ulengall (Earl) (1848), 2 H. L. Cas. 131. 

Montefiore v. Ouedalla (1859), 1 Do O. F. & J. 93, 101, 0. A. But where the 
081(1 ue is left to other persons jointly with the children, advances to the children 
re brought into account only so as to increase the share of residue going to the 
hildren (Meinertzageti v. WoLtere (1872), 7 Ch. App. 670), and if the residue is 
3ft between a stranger and a single child, the presumption of satisfaction is not 
dmitted at all, since the effect would be to compel the child to bring advances 
3 to account for the benefit of the stranger, but not vice ver$d (He Heather ^ 
^um/rey v. Fryer, [1906] 2 Ch. 230). 

(r) Iidmee v. Holmee (1783), 1 Bro. 0. C. 655 ; Jte Jaquee, Uodgeon v. Brniehy, 
1903] 1 Ch. 267, 0. A. ; dissenting from He Vickere, Vickers v. Vickers (1888), 
7 Ch. D. 525, where North, J., considered Hdmes v. Holmes^ supra, overruled 
y the observations of Jbssel, M.E., in He Lawes, Lawes y. Lawes (1881), 20 
h. D. 81, 87, C. A. 

(s) Bengough v. Walker (1808), 15 Ves. 507 ; BiS Lawes, Lawes v. Lawu, supra* 

(1) Beuasis v. VihwaH (1737), 1 Atk. 426, 428 ; and see Bavys v. Boucher 
1839), 3 Y. 4 0. (EX.) 397. 

(a) Chichester (Lord) v. Ckweniry (1867b L. B. 2 H. L. 71, per Lord BoiCiLLTt 
[.B., at p. 96, r^erring to Bengough v. Walker, supra, 

S BdlaeU v. UthunA, supra; Hatibury v. Hanhury (1788), 2 BfO, 0. 0. 352. 
Powys V. MansfiHd (1857^ # My. ^ Cr. 359, 37^, 
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165. Differences between the limitations in the two provisions 
will only exclude the rule against double portions where they are so 
great as to indicate that the donor did not intend tne later to to 
in satisfaction of the earlier (d). Satisfaction is compatible with 
greater differences of limitation when the will precedes the settle- 
ment, since the testator is at liberty to vary as he pleases the tounty 
given by his will. Thus, where a father has by his will »ven a 
portion to his daughter absolutely, this may well be Mtistied by 
a settlement under which she taaes a life interest. It is Simmy 
■uch a settlement as she might be expected herself to make if she 
received the portion under the will (e). 

But in accordance with the principle already stated (/), where 
the settlement precedes the will greater weight is given to differences 
in the limitations. The testator is already under an obligation to 
dispose of property in manner defined by the settlement, and his 
will is no satisfaction unless, in ma^g it, he could have supposed 
himself to be satisfying that obligation (g). 

(d) Trimmer v. Bayne (1802), 7 Ves. 508, 515. 

(0 Chichester (Lori) v. Coventry (1867), L. E. 2 H. L. 71, 88 ; SUvenson v. 
Masion (1873), L. E. 17 Eq. 78 ; see Be Innee, Barclay v. Lines (190^, 125 
L. T. Jo. 60 ; and a legacy given absolutely to a son may be adeemed by a 
subsequent settlement of money on tbe marriage of the son (Ilopwood t. 
Jiopwood (1869), 7 H. L. Cas. 728). This is not necessarily prevented by a later 
coaioil expressly declaring other portions to be in satisfaction of legacies, but 
not referring to ^e legacy in question {ihid.). Similarly, v?here the vrill 
settles a sum on a daughter and her children, a subsequent settlement on the 
daughter and her children will be an ademption, notwithstanding differences in 
the trusts {Re Furnese, Furness v. Stalkartt, [1901] 2 Ch. 346). 

{/■) See p. 132, ante. 

Ig) Chichester {Lord) v. Coventry, supra, at p. 89, The three leading cases 
on tins subject are Durham {Earl) v. Wharton (1836), 3 Cl. & Fin. I46,ll. L. ; 
Thynne {Lady E,) v. OlengaU {Earl) (1848), 2 H. L. Cas. 131 ; and Chichester 
{Lord) v, Coventry, supra. 

In Durham {Earl) v. Wharton, supra, where the will preceded the settlement, 
there were substantial differences in the trusts ; in particular by the will £10,000 
was given in trust for the testator^s daughter and her children ; under the 
sottlomont £15,000 was to be paid to the husband who at the same time made 

S revision for the daughter and for younger children. But the rule against 
ouble portions prevaued ,* see Be Furness, Furness v. Stalkartt, supra, 

' In Tnynne {Lady E,) v. Qlengall {Earl), supra, the settlement preceded the willt 
and the chief differences were that, by the settlement, the power of appointment 
among children was given to husband and wife jointly, under the will to the wife 
alone ; under the settlement, the children of the mairiage, under the will, the 
daughter’s children generally, were objects of the power. It was held that these 
wore not differences which ne^tived the presumption of satisfaction. The 
limitations of the will were in f&ect a fulfilment of the obligations of the setUe- 
mont. In Chichester {Lord) v. Coventry, supra, also, the settlement (which was 
by covenant to pay £10,000 on demand) preceded the will, but it was held that 
there was no satisfaction, partly on the ground that a direction to pay debts 
contained in the wUl induaed the obligation under the settlement, which might 
at any time have been turned into a present debt by demand ; but also because 
the differences between the limitations of the £10,000 in the settlement and 
those of the will were so marked as to be sufficient to overcome a^ presumption 
against a double provision ,* see Be Tussaud's Estate, Tussaud v. Tussaud (1878)« 
9 Ch. D. 363, 0. A. ; Es Vernon, Garland v. Shaw ^906), 95 L. T. 48 ; As 
Frankltn, Franklin v. Franklin (1907), 52 Sol. Jo. 12. But where a portion is, 
by the effect of the settlement, cbaiged on all the settlor’s real estm, and he 
suhsequently by will makes such provision for the donee as to raise the pre-> 
fumption of satisfaction, tlU9 >0 9ot rebutted by the circumstance that ^ 



Pabt IV.~Equitable Doctbines Affecting Pbopebtt. 


185 


156. A provision by may be adeemed in whole or in part by Ssor, 4. 
a Bubseqaent advancoi although the persons mentioned in the will Satisfao- 
and those to whom the advance is made are not the same. This tion. 
difference is a matter to be considered in determining whether or not Difference in 
there is ademption ; but if the decision is in favour of ademption, beneficiaries, 
the ademption is final, and affects all the persons within the scope 
of the testamentary provision (/e). Satisfaction of a settlement by a 
will is different, and may operate as to certain persons benefited 
by the settlement, and not as to others. Consequently those who 
benefit both under the settlement and under the will are put to 
their election; but a beneficiary under the settlement who does 
not take under the will — as where a daughter’s husband takes a 
life interest under the settlement but not under the will (0 — 
cannot be put to election, and he retains his right under the 
settlement (/c). Conversely, if there are beneficiaries under tlio 
will who are not within the settlement, the beneficiaries under both 
settlement and will must elect. If they elect to take under the 
will, the provision of the will is substituted for that in the settle- 
ment, and the beneficiaries mentioned only in the will are let in to 
share in the whole property ; if they elect against the will, then 
they cannot benefit under the will without compensating the 


devises his real estate subject to the charges and inoumbranoos thereon" 
{Montagu v. Sandwich {Earl) (1886), 32 Ch. I). 525, 0. AA 

(h) Chichester {Lord) v. Coventry (1807), L. 11. 2 11. L. 71, 90; Twining y* 
Powdl (1845), 2 Coll. 262. 

(0 See Mayd v. Field (1876), 3 Ch. D. 587. 

{k) Chichester {Lord) v. Coventry ^ supra^per Lord Romilly, M.B., at pp. 92, 93, 
05 : “ If a father, on tne marriage of his daughter, should settle £10,000 on her 
for life, remainder to the children of the marriage, a bequest of £10,000 to that 
daughter would satisfy her life interest in the £10,000, but would not satisfy or 
touch the interests of her children." In McCarogher v. Whieldon (1807), L. R. 
3 Eq. 236, a father, on the marriage of his son, covenanted to give, by will or 
otherwise, one-fifth of his real and personal estate at his death on trust for the 
son for a protected life interest, then for the wife and issue of the marriage. By 
his will he gave his real and personal estate for aU his children living at his death. 
There were five such children. This gift did not opomte as a satisfaction as 
regards the wife and children, and they retained their rights under the settle- 
ment ; but it operated as a satisfaction as regards the son, and he had to elect 
whether to take his life interest under the settlement or one-fifth of the residue 
remaining after satisfaction of the covenant He elected to take under the 
will. This meant that he was cut out of the covenant, and the life estate 
of his wife thereunder was accelerated ; see Mayd v. Fidd, supra ; and compare 
BetheU v. Abraham (1874), 22 W. R. 745, 0. A., 3 Ch. D. 590, n. In /fs 
Blundell t Blundell v. Blundell^ [190(^ 2 Ch. 222, a bequest to a wife abso- 
lutely was a satisfaction os to her life interest under a preceding settlement, 
but not as to the interests of her husband and children, notwithstanding that, 
under an after-acquired property clause in the settlement, her legacy had to be 
brought into the settlement. But in general where the will follows the settle- 
ment, the circumstance that certain persons included in the settlement are not 
included in the testamentary provision precludes the presumption {Re TussauPe 
Estate^ Tussand y. Ttissaad (1878), 9 Ch. D. 363, 368, C. A. ; and see Hall y. Hill 
(1841), 1 Br. & War. 94 ; Re Vernon^ Garland y. Shaw (1906), 95 L. T. 48). 

Moreover, where the settlement follows the will the presumption will not 
arise (in the absence of express directi(^ if the persons taking under the several 
instruments are altogether different. Tans a legacy in favour of a daughter 
and her children is not adeemed by a subsequent gift in favour of her husband 
absolutely {Cooper y. Macdonald (1873), L. B. 16 £q. 258, 269) ; see Baugh v. Read 
(1799), 1 Yea. 257 ; and compare Twining y. Powell (1845), 2 OoU. 262. 
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Bwt.i beneficiaries under the will alone for the loss thus caused to 
Sttilflu}* thexn ({)• 

tloB* 157. Pftrol evid6iic6 cannot bo admitted to add to or vary a 
AdmfMioa written instrument (m ) ; but where from two written instroments, 

of parol taken in conjunction with the surrounding circumstances, tne^ court 
tvidence. ^ presumption of satisfaction, then parol evidence is admissible 

to rebut the presumption, and therefore also to support it (n). In 
the case of a will and a settlement, the rule is the same whether 
the will precedes or follows the settlement (o). And where a dis- 
position has been made by one written instrument, parol evidence 
may be given of the circumstance of a subsequent transaction 
which has not been reduced to writing, for the purpose of show- 
ing an intention on the part of the donor that it should be a 
satisfaction (p). 

SaUfifactfon 158 . Where a testator, being at the time of making his will (q) 
of debt b, indebted, leaves to his creditor a legacy of a sum equal to or greater 

wgaoj. legacy is presumed to be a satisfaction of the 

debt, and the creditor cannot have both his debt and the legacy (r), 

(A This would have been the case in Thyme {Lady E.) v. Qlengall {Earl) (1848), 
2 IL L. Cas. 131, had there been children of a second marriage (see the hypo- 
thesis worked out by Lord Bomillt, M.B., in Chichester {Lord) v. Coventry (1867), 
L. E. 2 H. L. 71, at p. 93). 

(m) But it may be given to explain the surrounding circumstances ; see title 
Deeds and Other Instruments, VoL X,, p. 448. 

(n) Trimmer v. Bayne (1802), 7 Ves. 608 ; Kirh v. Eddowee (1844), 3 Hare, 
609, and cases there referred to; Hall v. IJill (1841), 1 Dr. & War. 94 ; Curtin 
V. Evane (1876), 9 I. E. Eq. 663, 667 ; Montagu v. Sandwich {Earl) (1886), 32 
Oh. D. 626, 636, 0. A. ; Re Scott, Langton v. Scott, [1903] 1 Ch. 1, 0. A., where 
the presumption was rebutted ; see Bebeze v. Mann (1787), 2 Bro. 0. 0. 165, 
619. In such cases the evidence is not admitted on either side for the pur- 
pose of proving, iu the first instance, with what intent either writing was 
made, but for the purpose only of ascertaining whether the presumption which 
the law has raised oe well or ill founded {Kirk v. Eddowrs, supra, per Wigram, 
V.-C., atp. 617). In Weall v. Rice (1831), 2 Euss. & AT. 251, Leach, M.E., at 
p. 268, treated eztrinsio evidence as being admissible both to raise and to rebut 
the presumption, and in Booker v. Alien (1831), 2 Euss. & M. 270, he 
admitted extrinsic evidence to raise the presumption where the provisions of 
the instruments were so different as to prevent it from being raised by intrinsic 
evidence. But the other authorities cit^ show that the presumption must first 
be raised on the language of the instruments, and on tee relationship of the 
parties as one of the surrounding circumstances, before parol evidence of inten- 
tion against or for satisfaction can be admitted. Otherwise the parol evidence 
would be admitted simply to vary the written instrument (Re Tussaud'e Estate, 
Tussaud V. ru66aftd(1878), 9 Ch. D. 363, 374, 0. A.). 

(o) Re Tussaud's Estate, Tussaud v. Tussaud, supra, at p. 373. 

ip) Kirh V. Eddowes, supra, 

(g) A legacy will not be presumed to be a satisfaction of a debt not existing 
at the date of the will, since an intention to that effect cannot be imputed to 
the testator {Fowler v. Fowler (1736), 3 P. Wms. 363 ; Thomas v. Bennet (1725), 
2 P. Wms. 341 ; Haynes v. Mica (1781), 1 Bro. C. C. 129, 131 ; Plunkett v. Lewis 
(1844), 3 Hare, 316, 330) ; and the fact that the debt is created contemporane- 
o\isly with the will is a strong reason against satisfaction {Horloch v. Wiggins, 
Wiggins V. Ilorloek (1888), 39 Oh. D. 142, C. A.). 

(r) Talbot v. Shrewsbury (Duke) (1714), Prec. Ch, 394 ; 2 White A Tud. L. C., 
7th ed., p. 376; Re Rattenherry, Ray v. Grant, [1906] 1 Ch. 667 ; but a legaev 

less amount than the debt is not a satisfaction pro tanfo {AUcinson v. M e 66 
0701), 2 Vem. 478; Cranmer^s Case (dre, 1711), 2 Salk. 608; Eastwood v, 
Yinke (1731), 2 P. Wms. 613, 616 ; Thynne {Lady E) v. Glengall {Earl) (1848), 
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and if the debt is discharged before the testator’s death the legacy 
will not be payable («). Bat this is a presumption which is not 
favoared by the court, and it will be rebutted by slight circumstances, 
whether appearing on the will or incident to the nature of the debt 
and of the legacy, which suggest that the testator did not intend 
the legacy to operate as a satisfaction (t). 

Thus it will be rebutted where the will contains a direction for 
the payment of debts and legacies (a), and even where the direction 
is only for payment of debts (h), or where the will states a particular 
motive for the legacy other than satisfaction of the debt(('). 

The presumption will also be rebutted where the legacy is so 


2 II. L. Cas. 131, 153; see Graham v. Graham (17-49), 1 Ves. Son. 2C2; Vor v. 
Bor (1756), 3 Bro. Pari. Ca«. 167, 179), unless thoro is evidence that the legacy 
was intendod as part payment and that the cro-Htor iissontod {Hammond v. 
Smith (1864), 33 Beav. 452). There is only satisfaction whore tlio creditor untl 
the legatee are the same ; hence there is no satisfaction whore tlio debt is duo to 
the husband and the legacy is given to his wife {Hall v. JHll ( 1 84 1 b 1 Dr. & War. 
94) ; or whore the debt is due from the testator as trustee ami tne legacy is to 
one of the ceatuis que trust {Fairer v. Park (1876), 3 Ch. D. 309; soo Smith v. 
Smith (1861), 3 GifT. 263, 272). A legacy given in satisfaction of a d(d)t is 
liable to abate with other legacies (f?e JVedmore, Wedinore v. Tfcdmorc, f l907] 
2 Ch. 277). As to a gift of residue to creditors in proportions corresponding to 
thoir debts, see Philips v. Philips (1844), 3 Haro, 281. 

(«) Be Fletcher, Oillings v. Fletcher (1888), 38 Ch. I). 373. 

{t) Thynne { Lady E,) v. Glengall { Earl) ( 1 84S), 2 U. L. Cas, 131. The presump- 
tion isfoundodon the maxim debitor non prmsumiturdonare^ov, that a man should 
be just before he is bountiful ; but of course there is in principle no room for 
such maxims where the debtor loaves sulHcient to pay both debts and legacies 
{Chancey's Case (1717), 1 P. Wins. 408; Fowler v. /bfc/er (1735), 3 P. Wins. 
353 ; Mathews v. Mathews (1755), 2 Vos. Son. 635) ; and while it is settled that 
where there is a debt duo in the testator's life, and nothing but u plain gonoral 
legacy of equal or greater amount given to the creditor, the presumption will 
prevail, yet the court will not go further, audit will avail itself of slight circum- 
stances to exclude the presumption {Richardson v. Creese. (1743), 3 Atk. 65, 68 ; 
Hinchcliffe v. HincheUffe (1797), 3 Ves. 516, 529; Re Horlock, (Jalham v. Smith, 
[1895] 1 Ch. 516, 519) ; it will “rely on the minutest shade of dilToronce to escape 
from that false principle’* {liasaell v. Hawkins (18591, 4 Diow. 468, 470), 
There is no difference in this respect between debts auo to children of the 
testator and debts due to strangers {Tolson v, Collins (1799), 4 Ves. 483 ; Slacken 
V, Slacken (1831), 4 Sim. 152). 

(ff) Chancey's Case, supra; Richardson v. Greese, supra; Field v. Mostin 
(1778), 1 Dick. 543 ; Jefferies v. Michell (1855), 20 Beav, 15 ; Hassell v. Hawkins, 
supra. But where the will contains such a direction, and the testator subso. 
quently contracts a debt and then by codicil leaves an equal or greater legacy to 
the creditor, the presumption is not rebutted {Uaynon v. Wood (1759), 1 P. W^. 
410, n.). 

(5) Re Huish, Bradshaw v. Huish (1889), 43 Ch. D. 260 ; soo CoU v. Willard 
(1858), 25 Beav. 668; Pinchin v. Simms (1861), 30 Beav. 119; Dawson v. 
Jtawson (1867), L. K, 4 Eq. 604, 514 ; Atkinson v. Littlewood (1874), L. 11. 18 
Eq. 695, 004 ; compare Glover v. Ifartcup (ISQA), 34 Beav. 74 ; Chichester (Lord) 
▼. Coventry (1867), L. K. 2 II. L. 71. It haa previously been held that the 
mere direction to pay debts was not enough to rebut the presumption 
(Edmunds v. Loio (1857), 3 K. & J. 318) ; though it was an element to be con- 
si«lcred in regard to tne question of intention (Rowe v. Rctwe (1848), 2 Do 
Q. & Sm. 294, 298). The direction to paj debts covers the testator's indebted* 
ness on a covenant in favour of his wife or other beneficiary, although pay* 
ment under the covenant is not to be made till after bis death (CVs v. If t//arcf, 
supra ; Atkinson v. Littlewood, supra, at p. 605 ; see Chichester (Lord) v. Coventry, 
supra, at p. 85 ; contra, Wathen v. Smith (1819), 4 Madd. 325)» 

(c) See Mathews v. Mathews, supra. 


Sect. 4. 
Satlsfao- 
tioiL 
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SKJT. 4. different os not to be a proper equivalent for the debt ; as where it 

Batisfiui- is payable at a later time than the debt, so as to^ bo loss advan- 

tlon. tafieons to the creditor (d), or where it is different in kind. Such 

— ^fference may exist either in the things themselves, as where 

they are not ejusdem generis — thus a devise of land is not a satis- 
faction of a debt («)— or in their incidents, as where the legacy 
is either contingent (/) or of uncertain amount Co). And the 
presumption may be excluded by differences in the title to the debt 
and legacy, as where the debt belongs to a married woman for her 
separate use and the legacy is not so given (h) ; or the debt and 
legacy are secured by different charges on property (i) ; or the debt 
and the legacy are vested in different trustees (k); or the debt is due 
on a negotiable instrument (/). Where a testator is liable as trustee 
for a breach of trust, a bequest of money for the purposes of the 


(tl) Thus, where the debt is duo at the testator’s death, the legacy must not be 
made payable at a fixed date after the death (NicholU v. Judson (1742), 2 Atk. 
300 ; Clark v. Sewell (1744), 3 Atk. 96 ; Re Roberts^ Roberts v. Parry (1^102), 50 
W. 11. 469); and where the debt is due at a fixed date after the death, the 
legacy must not bo made payable at a later date [Haynes v. Mico (1781), 1 Bro. 
0. 0. 129 ; see Jeacock v. Falkener (1783), 1 Bro. 0. 0. 295, 297). Moreover, if 
the debt is duo at a fixed date after death, and the legacy is given without a 
fixed date, there is no satisfaction, since the legacy is not, according to the 
ordinary rule, payable for a year (/?e //or/oc/c, Calham v. Smithf [1895] 1 Ch. 
516^ ; and similarly whore an annuity given by deed is payable at a fixed date 
within the year, and an annuity is given by will generally [Re Dowse^ Dowse v. 
Glas» (m\), SO L. J. (cn.) 285), or different fixed times are settled for the two 
annuities (AtJanson v. 11^55 (1704), Prcc. Ch. 236; J/aJes v. Darell (1840), 3 
Beav, 324). But if the debt is payable at the death, and the legacy is given 
generally, the fact that the legacy may not be paid for a year does not rebut the 
profiumption of satisfaction [Re Rattenheiiry^ Ray v. Qraut, [1906] 1 Ch. 067) ; 
and since a legacy so given in satisfaction of a debt carries interest from the 
death [Clark v. Sewell, supra, at p. 99), there is no difference as to interest which 
will reout the pre8unii»tion [Re Rattmhrry, Ray v. Grant, supra). An accelera- 
tion in the date of payment is consistent with satisfaction [Wathen v. Sniiih (1819), 
4 Mudd. 325, 332). It has been recognised that the exceptions, equally with the 
rule, are unsatisfactory [Re Ilorlock, Calham v. Smith, supra), 

(r) Easiwooti v. Vinke (1731), 2 P. Wins. 613, 616; Dyde v. Byde (1761), 1 
Cox, Eq. Cas, 44, 48 ; see ForsiyJU v. Grant (1791), 1 Vee. 298 ; Richardson v. 
Elphinstone [\ldi)f 2 Vos, 403. 

if) Crompton v. Sale (1720), 2 P. Wms, 653; Tvlson v. Collins (1799), 4 Vos* 
4S3 ; Crichton v. Crichton, [1895] 2 Ch. 853. 

[y) Thus a residue or a shoi-o of residue is not a satisfaction of a debt [Barret 
y, Beck/ord (1750), 1 Ves. Sen. 519; Devesey, Pontet (1186), 1 Cox, Eq. Cas. 188, 
192 ; Thynne [Lady E,) v. Olengall [Earl) [ISiS), 2 II. L. Gas. 131, 155). There 
may be satisfaction of a debt of unascertained amount [Edmunds v. Low (1857), 
3 Iv. & J. 318, 323 ; Smith y. Smith (1861), 3 Giff. 203, 269), unless it is on an 
open account in respect of which nothing, so far as the testator knows, may be 
owing (Rawlins y, Powel (1715), 1 P. Wms. 297). 

[h) Rartlrtty, Q illard [\8Vi), 8 Buss. 149, 156; Fourdriny, Qawdey [\88i), 
8 My. & K. 383, 410 ; Rowe y, Rowe (1848), 2 De G. & Sm. 294, 298 ; Fairer y. 
Park (1876), 3 (3h. I). 309, 314; contra, Atkimon v. Littlewood (1874), L. B, 18 
Eq. 595 ; and see Edmunds y. Low, supra, as to the effect of the marriage of a 
woman who was creditor-legatee, wnereby the debt might formerly become 
payable to her husband. 

(i| UartUU y, GHlard, supra; Hales y, Darell, supra; but see Atkinson y. 
Littlewood, supra, 

(k) Pinchiny, Simms (1861), SO Beav. 119. 

(/) Obit V. Eastahrooke (1797), 3 Yea 5G1 ; Be Roberts, SoherUy, Parry (1902). 
fOW. B.469. 



Pabt IV.— Equitable Docteines Affeotinq Peoperty. 


189 


trust will primd facie be a satisfaction of the breach of trust (m\ Bwor. i. 
and sums charged on the testator’s estate may be satisfied by a Satisfao* 
legacy to the owner of the charge(n). A declaration in the will tlon. 
that certain legacies are in satisfaction of debts will assist to rebut 
the presumption of satisfaction in the case of a debt not so 
mentioned (o). 

159. Since the presumption of satisfaction is opposed to the Parol 
language of the will, parol evidence is admissible to rebut it and 
also to a£5rm it(p). 

160. Where a debt exists from a parent to a child, an advance- Debt from 
ment, in the parent’s lifetime, upon the child’s marriage or on some 

other occasion, of a portion equal to or exceeding the debt is ® 
primd facie a satisfaction of the debt (q). The presumption may 
be rebutted by circumstances showing that satisfaction was not 
intended (r); but it will not be rebutted merely because the gift is 
expressed to be in consideration of natural love and affection, or, 
in the case of a gift on the marriage of a daughter, because her 
husband was ignorant of her rights (s). 

Sect. 5. — Performance, 

161. A man under an obligation, who does an act winch is Performance 
suitable to be the means of performing the obligation, will bo pre- of covenant 
sumed in equity to have done the act with that intention. Thus, 

where a man covenants to purchase and settle lands (f), and after- 
wards purchases lands which are suitable to be the subject of the 
settlement but does not settle them, it will bo presumed that he 
purchased them with the intention of performing his covenant (a) ; 

(m) Btnsuaan v, Nefiemias (1851), 4 Do O. & Sm. 381. 

(m) SJuidbolt V. Vanderjdaiik (1861), 20 Benv. 405. 

(o) Atkinson^, Tre55(1701), Tree. Oh. 236; Jcacoclcy, FaUcencr (1783), 1 Bro. 

C. 0. 205, 297 ; Charlton v. IVest (1861), 30 Beav. 124. 

{p) Sco riurdcdt V. Lewis, (1814), 3 llaro, 316, 323 ; IJall v. Ilill (1811 ), 1 Dr. & 

War. 94, 122. In Fowler v. Fowler (1735), 3 P. Wins. 353, such evidonco was 
considered not admissible, but it is only to bo rejected when the iiiUmtion in 
favour of satisfaction is expressed in iho will itself ; seo Hall v. Hill, supra ; 
in Wallace v. Pomfret (1805), 11 Vos. 542, this distinction was ovorlookod; 
compare p. 136, ante, 

(q) Plankett V, Lewis, supra ; Reader, Reads (1881), 9 L. E. Ir, 409, 0. A. ; seo 
Wood v. Briant (1742), 2 Atk. 521 ; Seed v. Bradford (1750), 1 Ves. Son. 501; 

Chave v. Farrant (1810), 18 Ves. 8 ; compare Hardiugham v. Thomas (1854), 2 
Drew. 353. The advancement must be subsequent to the debt {^Plunlceit v. 

Lewis, supra, at p. 330). 

(r) As whore the gift is of less amount, or uncertain or contingent in its 
nature {Crichtm v. Crichton, [1895] 2 Oh. 853). And as to the circumstances 
which will rebut the presumption, sco S. 0., [1896] 1 Ch. 870, 0. A. 

(®) Plunkett v. Lewis, supra, 

(t) Or to convoy and settle lands (Beacon r. Smith (1746), 3 Atk. 323). It is 
the same where the obligation to purchase arises under a statute (Tubbs v. 

Broadwood (1831). 2 Buss. A M. 487, 493). 

(a) Lechmere v. Lechmere (Lady) (1735), Cos. temp, Talb. 80 ; 2 White & Tud. 

L. 0., 7th ed., p. 399; the ^nciple is tnat ** where a man covenants to do an 
act, and he does an act which may be converted to a completion of this 
covenant, it shall be supposed that he meant to cou^lete it” (Sowden v. Bowden, 

(1785), 1 Cox, Eo-Oas. 165, per Lord Kenyox, M.B., at p. 166; see Perry v. 

Pkdips (1798). 4 Yes. 108. 116). A purchase of lands will be a performance, 
though the covenant was to settle lands or a rontchorge of a specified annual 
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SWT. B. and if he dies intestate as to these lands, they will be tmted, as 

Perfonn- against his heir-at-law, as being bound by the trusts of the settle* 

ance. ment (b) ; and the purchase will operate as a satisfaction of the 

— covenant (c), either entirely, or, if the lands purchased are less in 

value than the amount covenanted to be laid out, pro tanto (<i). 

The presumption in favour of performance only arises where 
the lands are purchased subsequently to the covenant (e) and the 
interest purchased is of the same nature as that specified in the 
covenant (/). But it will not be rebutted by the fact that the 
purchase is not a literal compliance with the terms of the covenant : 
thus, where the covenant requires that the purchase shall be made 
with the consent of the trustees (f/), or that the money shall be 
paid to the trustees to be applied by them in the purchase of 
lands (A), a purchase by the settlor himself without reference to 
the trustees will be a performance ; and it is the same where the 
lands are purchased at different times (i). The presumption of 
intention is not rebutted by the fact that the settlor has mortgaged 
the lands ; but the mortgagee’s title is not affected, and it is only 
the equity of redemption in the hands of the heir which is subject 
to the settlement (/c). Moreover, the trusts do not create a charge 
upon the lands during the lifetime of the settlor (Z). It is only 


value {Deacon v. &mith (1746) , 3 Atk. 323). The principle applies, d fortiori t where 
ti'usteos hold funds suoject to investment in land, and a purchase by them will 
bo taken to be a nerformance of the trust (Mathiai'v, Mathias (1858), 3 Sm. & Q-. 
652) ; as to puronase by a beneficiary who has obtained the money from the 
trustees, seo Lmch v, Lench (1805), 10 Ves. 611. But expenditure by a tenant 
for life in permanent improvements to the settled land will not be a satisfaction 
of a covenant to pay money to the trustees (Ilcyrlock v. SmHh (1853), 17 Beav. 
672 ; Boe Wiles v. Gresham (1854), 2 Drew. 258 ; 5 De G. M. & G. 770, 0. A.). 

(6) Deacon v. Smithy supra ; Garthshore v. C/<aWc (1804), 10 Ves. 1, i8. 

(r) Wilcochs v. Wilcocks (1706), 2 Vorn, 658. 

\d) Lcchmere v. Carlisle {Earl) (1733), 3 P. Wms. 211 ; on appeal Lechm&re v. 
Lcchmere {Lady) (1735), Cus. temp, Talb. 80; 2 White & Tud. L. 0., 7th ed., 
p. 399, 

(e) Lerhmers v. Carlisle {Earl), supra, 

{ f) Thus, purchase of leaseholds for life, or the reversion expectant on such 
leaseholds, is not a performance of a covenant to purchase estates in fee simple 
in possession {Lcchmere v. Carlisle {Earl), supra; see Lewis v. Hill (1749), 1 
A cs. Sen, 274), though a reversion on leaseholds for life may suffice if there is 
only one life outstanding {Deacon v. Smith, supra), A purenase of a moiety of 
a house is not a perfoimance of a covenant to purchase lands of inheritance 
{Dtnnell v. Halleit (1751), Amb. 106); and a purchase of copyholds is not a 
l>orformance of a covenant to settle freeholds (A,-G, v. Whorwood (1750), 1 Ves. 
oon. 634, p. 641 ; contra, Wilks v. Wilks (1713), 6 Vin. Abr. 293, Sugden, vendors 
and Purchasers, 14th ed., p. 710); at any rate, when the settlement is in favour 
of a tenant for life without impediment of waste {Finnell v. llaUett, supra)* 
Deacon v. Smith, supra, 

(h) Sowden v. Sotvden (1786), 1 Cox, Eq. Cas. 165; 1 Bro. C. 0. 582. 

(i) Lcchmere V, Carlisle {Earl), supra; Deacon y. Smith, supra, 

{k) He Symes, Ex parte Poole (1^7), De G. 581 ; but aocor^ng to a dictum 
of Lord Dabdwickb in Deacon v. Smith, supra, at p. 327, a subsequent sale or 
mortgage shows an intention that the lands shall not be bound by the articles, 
though not where the land is purchased subject to a mortgage. 

(f) Mominfiion {Coufitess) v. Keane (1868), 2 De G. & J. 292, 0. A. ; compare 
Weuesdey v. Wdlesley (1839), 4 My. & Cr. 661 ; and as to covenants affecting 
after-acquired property, see TaUbu y. Official Receiver (1888), 13 App. Cas. 523, 
518. A oovenant to settle specific lands already acquired binds them, and so, too, 
^though they luive only be^ contraot^d for {Wards v, TFarde (1852), 16 Beay, 
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when he hae died, without completing the settlement by conveyance 
to the trustees, that the doctrine of performance applies so as to Peifcim- 
bring the lands into the settlement Where the purchase is treated 
as performance, the value of the lands will be taken to be the price 
paid for them, provided the purchase is bond fide (m). 

162. The doctrine of performance has been extended to the case Perfomanoe 
where a man is under a covenant to provide money at or after his intcaiacy, 
death, and upon his death intestate a share of his estate devolves 
upon the covenantee (n) ; and equally so though the covenantee is 
his wife (o). This operates as a performance of the covenant either 
in whole or in part, according to the amount received under 
the intestacy {p) ; although the share of residue is not neces- 
sarily payable till the end of a year from the death, while tho 
money due under the covenant is payable earlier (p). It is imma- 
terial whether the covenant is that the covenantor shall leave, or 
that his executors shall pay (q) ; but the principle does not apply 
where the money has become due in the covenantor’s life, so that 
an action could have been brought for breach of covenant (r). It 
api)lies where the covenant is for conveyance to the covenantor’s 
wife of a specified share of all his real and personal estate ; and sho 
cannot take her distributive third share of the personal estate in 
addition, whether that share comes to her on an entire intestacy («), 
or because her husband’s will has become inoperative (0* But it 
does not apply where the benefit under the covenant is an annuity 
or life interest only (a) ; and since the covenant is entire, and the 
distributive share in the intestacy is not a performance as to a life 
interest under it, it is not a performance as to a sum payable 
under it absolutely (a). 

103). On a subsequent exchange of the lands for other lands and a sum of 
money, tho lands will bo taken in substitution, and the money will be a specialty 
debt (Powdrell v. Jonrs (1854), 2 Sm. & G. 335). 

(m) See Pinnell v. Hallett (1751), Amb. 106; Pyrcmimll (Lord) y. Ancaster (Duke) 

(1754), Amb. 237 ; compare Wuce v. Bickerton (l850), 3 De O. & Sm. 751. 

(n) Blandy v. Widmore (1716), 1 P. Wms. 324 ; 2 Whito & Tud, L, 0., 7thod., 
p. 407. The principle has been applied to a covenant to exorcise a limited testa- 
mentary power, so that, on non-exercise of tho power, the covenant is satisfied 
by the covenantee receiving the amount in default of appointment (Thacker 
V. Act/ (1869), L. 11. 8 Eq. 408, 415). But as to the validity of such a covenant, 
see Palmer v. Lock (1880), 15 Ch. D. 294, C. A.; Rt Evered^ Molineux v. 

Evered, [1910] 2 Ch. 147, 156, C. A. 

(o) Lee V. i)' Aranda (1747), 1 Ves. Sen. 1 ; 3 Atk. 419. 

(^) Garihshore v. (1804), 10 Ves. 1, 7. The amount received under 

the intestacy includes the sum of £500 which the widow takes, if there are no 
issue of the husband, under the Intestates’ Estates Act, 1890 (53 (k 54 Viet. 

G. 29) ; see Re Hogan, Hogan v. Hogan, [1901] 1 1. E. 168. 

(7) Lee V. I)' Aranda, exipra, 

(r) Oliver v. Brighouee or Bruddand (1732), cited I Ves. Sen. 1 ; S Atk. 420, 

422 ; Lee v. B!" Aranda, supra ; see Lang v. Lang (1837), 8 Sim. 451. 

(s) Oarikshore v. Chalie, supra. This does not depend on the widow having 
taken out administration, although stress was laid on this point in Haynes t. 

Mico (1781), 1 Bro, 0. 0. 129 ; see Garthshore v. Chalie, supra, at p. 12. 

(f) Ooldsmid v. Goldsmid (1818), 1 Swan. 211. 

(a) Couch V. Stralion (1799), 4 Ves. 391 ; Salisbury v. Salisbury (1848), 6 Haro, 

526. And the widow can take under a covenant a life interest in the entiiw 
estate, and also her distributive share ia the intestacy {Yoimg v. Young (1871)» 

5 1. IL Eq. 615). 
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Biot. 163 Where a covenantor who has covenanted to provide money 
Parfoim- at or after his death actually makes provision for the covenants 
a&ce. by will, this will not primd facie be a performance of the covenanti 
« since a legacy implies bounty. To operate as a performance it 

must appear that the legacy was given with that intention (6), or 
nentary jbe circumstances must be such as bring the case within the rule 
pTOTifioB. satisfaction of a debt by a legacy (c). 

Sect. 6. — Marshalling. 

The doctrine 164 . Where one claimant, A., has two funds, X and T, to which 
ofmawhai- j^e can resort for satisfaction of his claim, whether legal or 

^ equitable, and another claimant, B., can resort to only one of these 

funds, Y, equity interposes so as to secure that A. shall not by 
resorting to Y disappoint B. And, consequently, if the matter is 
under the control of the court, A. will be required in the first place 
to satisfy himself out of X, and only to resort to Y in case of 
deficiency ; and if A. has already been paid out of Y, it will allow 
B. to stand in his place as against X (d). This is known as the 
doctrine of marshalling, and is adopted in order to prevent one 
claimant from depriving another claimant of his security (c). The 
doctrine is applied chiefly in regard to securities and to the adminis- 
tration of assets. 

Arrii<»t!onof 166. In order that the doctrine of marshalling may be applied 
majiiiiaUiag. regard claims by creditors, it is, in general, necessary (1) that 
they shall bo against a single debtor ; if one creditor has a claim 
against C. and I)., and another creditor has a claim against D. 
only, the latter creditor cannot require the former to resort to 0. 
unless the liability is such that D. could throw the primary liability 
on C., as whore C. and D. are principal and surety (/) ; (2) that 
the two funds should be at the disposal of the debtor (g ) ; and 


(b) Haynes v. Mico (1781), 1 Bro. C. C. 129; Devese v. Pmtet (1785), Free. Ch. 
210. n. (od. Finch) ; see these oases discussed in Garthshore v. Chalie (1804), 
lOVes. 1; Goldemid y, Oold8mi<HlBl8\ 1 Swan. 211, 218; and see Wood y. 
UW n844), 7 Beay. 183. 

See p. 136, ante, 

\a) But the court does not interfere with the right of the first incumbrancer 
to satisfy himself out of the first security available ( TT’oZ^ts v. Woodyear (1855), 
2 Jur. (n. 8.) 179 ; see Dinne y. Nivhda (1866), L. U, 2 Eq. 256). 

(e) Aldrich v. Cooper (1803), 8 Ves. 382, per Lord Eldon, L.O., atp. 395 : “A 
person having two lunds shall not by his election disappoint the party having 
only one fimd ; and equity, to satisfy both, will tlirow him, who has two funds, 
upon that which can be aueoted by him only ; to the intent that the only fund 
to which the other has access may remain clear to him.” ** In the sense of a 
court of equity, the marshalling of assets is such an arrangement of the different 
funds under administration as shall enable all the parties having equities 
thereon to receive their due proportion, notwithstanding any intervening 
interests, liens, or other claims of particular persons to pnor satisfaction oin 
of a portion of those funds ** (Story, s. 558). For the general principle, see 
Clifton y, Burt (1720), 1 P. Wms. 678, and reporter's note, p. 679 ; Lanoy v. Athol 
(Duke and Luenm) (1742), 2 Atk. 444, 446 ; Trimmer v. Bayne (1803), 9 Vea. 
SK)9 ; y. Sdhy (1828), 4 Bust. 836. 

O) Ese parte KendaU (1811), 17 Yea. 514, 520. 

(f) If they are not, then the persona interested in the fund not under his 
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(8) that the two funds should be in existence when the question Sect. «. 
of marshalling arises (A). Haitbsl* 

The doctrine will be applied in favour of volunteers (i). Hence* if ling. 


a settlor, after the settlement, creates a mortgage on the settled 
property so as to give it priority over the settlement (/f), his 
unsettled property will be marshalled in favour of the beneficiaries 
under the settlement, and the mortgage debt thrown on that 
property ( 1 ). But it will not bo applied to the prejudice of third 
persons (7n), although they are volunteers; and where several 
estates — X, Y, and Z — belonging to the same owner are subject to 
mortgages, and he executes a voluntary settlement of Z, and then 
creates a further mortgage on Y alone, the second mortgagee of Y 
is not entitled to marshal so as to disappoint the beneficiaries under 
the settlement (n). 

166. If the owner of two properties mortgages both to the BlarshalHng 
same person, and afterwards mortgages only one to a second oftccuritici. 
mortgagee, the court will marshal the two properties so as to 
throw the first mortgage as far as possible on the property not 
included in the second mortgage (o). This principle applies 
whatever be the nature of the estates — whether, for instance, 


control have a right to throw his debts on tho other which is under his control, 
and against them there is no marohalling. “ To authorize marshalling, it is 
obviously cocessary not only that a claim bhouhl exist against a fund, subjoct 
in common with another fund to a paramount liability; but also that those 
interested in that other fund should not have a right to throw tho liability on 
tho fund of the claimant” (^Dowjlaa v. Cookaey (1808), 2 I. E. Eq. 1311, per 
Walsh, M.E., at p. 315). Similarly, where a debtor is bound to exonerate ouo 
fund, a person claiming through him has no right to have that fund marshalled 
in his favour. “It would be utterly impossible to apply tho doctrine [of 
matshalling] to a case where the creditor with a right nganist only one fund is in 
truth himself bound to the party entitled to tho other security ” {Ihlphin y, 
Aylward (1870), L. E. 4 11. L. 486, 605, per Lord Westiiury, moaning, 
a]»pai ently, “ to tho party entitled to the propeity subject to the other security 
(/<) Re rrofvssivnal Life Aasuranre (/o. (1867), L. R, 3 Eq. 668, 680; see lU 
Internatumal Life Assurance Society (1876), 2 Ch. D. 476, C. A. 

(t) Lomas v. Wright (1883), 2 unless their titles condne them 

to different properties (Boazman v. JohnsUm (1830), 3 Sim. 377). 

(A) Formerly he could do this, notwithstanding that tho mortgagee took with 
notice of the settlement ; but since the Voluntary (Conveyances Act, 1893 
(56 & 67 Viet. c. 21), the mortgagee will not obtain priority unless he takes the 
legal estate without notice. 

l) Haks V. Cox (1863), 32Beav. 118 ; MalUtv. IVifsmi, [1903] 2 Ch.494, 605. 

m) Bee Averall v. Wade (1835), L. & G. temp. Siigd. 252 ; Hughes v. Williams 
(1852), 3 Mac. & G. 683; and compare Ker v. Ker (1864), 4 I. E. Eq. 15. A 
surety for a mortgage debt, who pays off tho debt and takes a transfer of the 
security, can hold it against another mortgagee claiming to marshal, but only 
to the extent of the debt and of costs properly incurred (South v. Bloxam (1865), 
2 llem. & M. 457 ; see Dixon v. Steelf [1901] 2 Ch. 602). 

(n) Aldridge v. Forbes (1839), 0 L. J. (OH.) 37 ; Dolphin y. Aylward^ at 
p. 501 ; see as to unsecured creditors, Ansteg v. Newman (1870), 39 L. J. (ou.) 
769. 


(o) See per Lord Haedwicee, L.C., in Lanoy y. Athol (Duke and Duchess)^ 
(1742), 2 Atk. 444 ; Be Cornwall, Baldwin v. Belcher (1842), 3 Dr. & War. 173, 
176; Be Roddtfs (1861), 11 I. (}h. R. 369; Gibson y, Seugrvm (1856), 20 
Beay. 614 ; Wthb y. Smith (1885), 30 Cb. D. 192, C. A. In Lanoy y. Athol {puke 
and Duchess), supra, it was said that the second mortgage must lie without notice 
of the first, hut notico is not material. 
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Bm . «. they are freehold or copyhold (p); and it extends to charges (q) 

Minhal- and liens (r). But in accordance with the rule that marshal- 

ling. ling will not be allowed to the prejudice of a third party, where 
two estates, X and Y, are mortgaged to A., and X to B., and 
then Y is mortgaged to C., B. cannot require A. to satisfy himself 
out of Y and so exclude C. ; but A. must satisfy himself rateably 
out of the two estates («). If, however, C.’s mortgage is expressly 
subject to prior satisfaction of A. and B. s debts, then B. is entitled 
to marshal (0- 

Ifnwhallfng 167. The doctrine of marshalling is applied in the administration 
of AMeu. of estates, though the occasion for it has been diminished by statu- 
tory changes as to the recovery of debts. Formerly, certain classes 
of specialty debts were recoverable out of both the real and 
personal estate of a deceased debtor, while simple contract debts 
wore recoverable only out of the personal estate. As between 
creditors, accordingly, the simple contract creditors were entitled to 
have the assets marshalled in their favour, so as to throw the 
specialty creditors on the real estate (o). This distinction between 
specialty and simple contract creditors is now abolished, and all 
are entitled to be paid rateably, first out of personal and then out 
of real estate (h). 

But marshalling is also applied as between beneficiaries, so that 
if a creditor, with his remedy against the real and personal estate, 
has been paid out of the personal estate, a pecuniary legatee is 
entitled to be paid out of the real estate (c). This, however, is 


(p) Aldrich v. Cooper (1803), 8 Ves. 382, 388 ; Tidd v. Luter, Bassil v. Lisicr 
(1832), 10 Ilare, 140; on appeal (1854), 3 De G. M. & G. 857, 872. 

iq) Such as a portion socured by charge (RamliJIfe [Lwd) v. Parhjns {Ladq) 
(1818), G Dow, 149, 214, 11. L.); or a jointure (Lanoy v. Athol (Duke and 
Duchees) (1742), 2 Atk. 444). 

(r) Such as a vendor’s lien (see Trimmer v. Bay nee (1803), 9 Ves. 209; Spronle 
V, Prior (1836), 8 Sim. 189) ; though the question in these cases cannot arise 
since Locke lung’s Act (Ileal Estate Charges Act, 1854 (17 & 18 Viet. c. 113)); 
Hut there must bo an actual lien. A mere claim to sot off will not do (Webb v. 
Smith (1885), 30 Ch. D. 192, C. A.). 

(a) Barme v. Packster (1842), 1 Y. & C. Ch. Cas. 401; Oibeon v. Seagrim 
(1855), 20 Boav. 614, 619; Trumpery, Trumj^er (1872), L. R 14 Eq. 295 ; 
;dnrmed(1873), 8Ch. App. 870; compare Be Lawder^e Estate (1861), 11 1. Ch, II. 
316 ; Be Rorke'e Estate (1865), 15 I. Ch. E. 316; Flint v. Howard^ [1893] 2 Ch, 
54, G. A. 

(f) Re Mower's Trusts (1869), L. E. 8 Eq, 110. 

(a) Aldrich v. Cooper, supi^a, at p. 394; see Sagitary v. Hyde (1687), 1 Vern. 
455 ; and reporter’s notes. 

(5) See pp. 35, 37, ante. Under the Eeal Estate (IJharges Acts, 1854, 1867, and 
1877 (17 & 18 Viet. c. 113; 30 & 31 Viet, o, 69 ; 40 & 41 Viet, c, 34), debts forming 
a Sj^ciOc charge or hen on real or leasehold estate of a deceased person ar^ 
as between the different ^rsons claiming under him, to be borne by such 
estate, and where the creditor resorts to other property, the persons thus 
disap^inted are entitled to be recouped out of the real or leasehold estate ; see 
title EXEOUTOB8 and Administbators. As to apportionment, where both 
real and personal estate are charged, see Lipscomb y. Lipscomb (1868), L. £. 7 Eq, 
501 ; and as between different properties, see De Rochefort y. Dawes 
(1871), L. E. 12 540. 

** The mere bounty of the testator enables the legatee to call for this 
•pMcs of marshalling: — that, if those creditors' haying the right to go to the 
ml estate descended wiE go to the pereonal estate, the choioe of the crediiore 
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restricted to the real estate which has not been specifically devised, ^ 

but has been allowed to descend to the heir; for if the testator has Manhab 
devised his real estate, the devisee has a right preferable to that 
of the legatee (d); unless the devised estate is charged with debts 
by the will, and then, if the debts are paid out of the personal estate, 
the legatee is entitled to have the devised estate marshalled (c). 

Moreover, if the devised estate is subject to a mortgage which the 
testator has directed to be paid out of the personal estate, the 
pecuniary legatees are entitled to stand in the shoes of the 
mortgagee against the devised estate to the extent to which such 
payment disappoints them (/). 


168. Before the Wills Act, 1837 a residuary devise of real Lfgtdcs. 
estate wrs treated as specific (/i), and it is the same since that 
Act(0 ; so that a pecuniary legatee is not entitled to marshal against 
a residuary devisee (y). And where some legacies are charged 
on real and personal estate, and others on personal estate only, 
the latter legatees are entitled to have the real estate marshalled (A). 

Where, in the case of testators dying before 6th August, 1891 (Z), 
charitable legacies were, under the former Mortmain Act (m), void 
as regards the real estate and impure personalty, the assets were 


shall not determine whether the legatees shall be paid or not (Aldrich v. Cooper 
(1803), 8 Ves. 382, 396; see Clifton v. Dart (1720h 1 P. Wms. G78, and 
reportei-’s notes; Tomhs v. Roch (1846), 2 CJoU. 490; raJtenon v. Scott (1852), 
1 be 0. M. & G. 531, a A.). 

S lJanhj V. Roberts (1751), Amb. 127, 129. And so, too, whore the devisee 
ir (Strickland v. Strickland (1839), 10 Sira. 374). 

(e) Rickard v. Barrett (1857), 3 K. & J. 289 ; Foster v. Cook (1791), 3 Bro. 0. 0. 
347. A direction to pay debts suflicieDtly charges them on the real estate 
to give the pecuniary legatees a right to marshal (Re Stokes^ Parsons v. Miller 
(1S92), 67 L. T. 223; Re Salt^ Brothwood y. Keeling, [1895] 2 Ch. 203; R$ 
Roberts, Roberts v. Roberts, [1902] 2 Ch. 834, ovorniiing Re Buie, Batev, Bate 
(1890), 43 Ch. D. 600). And the effect of the Land Transfer Act, 1897 (60 &61 
Viet. c. 65), is not to make the charge of debts meaningless so as to interfere 
with marshalling (He Kempsier, Kempsier y* Kempster (1906), 54 W. E. 385; 
compare Re Balls, Trewhy v. Balls, [1909] 1 Ch. 791). 

( / ) That is, if the testator has excluded the application of Locke King’s Acte 


(Re Smith, Smith v. Smith 
temp. Talb. 53; Johnson v. 


1 Ch. 365) ; see Lnikins v. Leigh (1734), Cos. 
%ildl\M^),AlLaxQ>,Sl; Porcher Y. Wilson 
14 W. E. 1011. This rule, as Bomer, J., pointed out in Re Smith, Smith v. 
Smith, supra, is difficult to justify on principle. 

(f/) 7 Will. 4 & 1 \’ict. c. 26. 

(/<) Forrester v. Leigh (Lord) (1753), Amb. 171 ; Mirehvuse v. Scc.ife (1837), 
2 My. & Cr. 695. 

(t) Hensman v. Fryer (1867), 3 Ch. App. 420, 426 ; Lancefitld v. Iggulden 
(1874), 10 Ch. App. 136. 

(.;*) Collins v. l^is (1869), L. E, 8 Eq. 708 ; Farquharson v. Floyer (1876), 
8 Ch. D. 109 ; not following on this point Hensman v. Fryer, supra. 

(k) Masters v. Masters (lllH), 1 P. Wms. 421 ; Bonner v. Bonner (1807), 13 Ves. 
379 ; Scales v. Collins (1852), 9 Hare, 656. If a widow’s right to paraphernalia 
can be considered as now in existence (see Maseon, Templier dn Co. y. De Fries, 
[1909] 2 K. B. 831, C. A.), the principle m regards legacies applies d fortiori 
to suen a claim, and she is accordingly entitled to have the assets mardialled in 
her favour (Tipping v. Tipping (1721), 1 P. Wms. 729; TyrU v. TynJt (1729), 
2 P. Wms. 642 ; iwHedon y. NorthooU (1746), 3 Atk. 430, 438 ; Boynton v » 
Parkhwit (1784), 1 Bro. 0. 0. 576; AUrich y. Cooper (1803), 8 Ves. 382, 397). 

(/) The date of the oommenoement of the Mortnudn and Charitable Uses Aoti 
1891 (64 A 65 Viet, c. 73). 

(m) Charitable Uses Act, 1736 (9 Qeo. 2, o. 36), 
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BUT. 6. 
Hf urriial- 

Hog. 


OUier OMM o( 
BwntoUIng. 


not marshaUed bo as to throw these legacies on the pure personal 

estate (n), unless the testator had so direct^ (o). 

The doctrine of marshalling is applied also as regards the cl^s 
of the Crown against the whole property of the debtor, where 
other creditors can take only part(p); in bankruptcy (j); and in 
admiralty (r); and it is the foundation of the rights of a surety to 
the securities of the creditor («). 


In eqaltf 
merger 
depends on 
intention. 


Sect. 7- — Merger of Estates and Charges* 

169. At law, when a less estate was vested in the same person 
as a greater estate without any intermediate estate between them, 
the less estate merged in the greater and was extinguished, without 
regard to the intention of the parties concerned (t). Equity is 
not guided by the rules of law as to merger, and both as regards 
the merger of a less estate in a greater, and a merger of a charge 
in the land, the question depends upon the intention, actual or 
presumed, of the person in whom the interests become united (n). 
In this respect the prevalence of the equitable doctrine is secured 
by s. 25(4) of the Judicature Act, 1878 (v), which provides that 
there shall not be any merger by operation of law only of any 
estate the beneficial interest in which would not be deemed to be 
merged or extinguished in equity. 

170. It follows that a less estate is not merged in a greater if 
there is an express or presumed intention that it shall be kept alive. 
Where no intention is expressed the intention may be presumed 
from the circumstances, as where the estates are held by the same 
person in different rights — e.g.^ one beneficially and the other as 
tru^ee(a) — or where it is for the advantage of the holder of the two 
estaks that the less estate should be kept alive {h). 


(w) Mii^g V. Hodges (1750), 2 Ves. Sen. 62; I'Wer v. Blagdm (1771), Amb. 
704 ; Jlilhjard v. Taylor (1773), Amb. 713 ; Hobson v, Blackburn (1836), 1 Keen, 
273 ; Be riercy, Whitwham v. Piercy, [1898] 1 Ch. 665, C. A. 

(o) Wills V. Bourne (1873), L, B. 16 £q. 487 ; Miles v. Harrison (1874), 9 Ch. 
App. 316 ; Re Orey, Broadbent v. Barro«; (1886), 31 Ch. D. 113, 118 ; Be Arnold, 
Bavenscroft v. Woricman (1888), 37 Ch. D. 637; see Re Somers- Cocks, Wegth 
Prosser v. Wegy-Prosser, [1895] 2 Ch. 449; and see title Ciiarities, Vol. IV., 
p. 152. 

(«) Aldrich y. Cooper (1803), 8 Ves. 382, 388; Sayitary v. Hyde (1687), 
1 Vorn. 465, 

(v) Be Stephenson, Ex parte Stephenson (1847), De G. 686 (proceeds of goods 
distrained niarehalled in favour of mortgagee of a pai-t only) ; Be Holland, Ex 
^ Stratton, Ex parte Salting (1883). 25 

(r) The Tridmt (1S39). 1 Wm. Bob. 29, 36; The Edward Oliver (1867), L. B. 
1 A. & E. 379 ; The Eugenie (1873), L. B. 4 A. & E. 123 ; see title SnirriNQ 
and Navioation. 

(«) Aldrich V, Cooper, supra, at p. 389 ; Duncan, Foxds Co, v. North and South 
Wales Bank (1880), 6 App. Cas. 1, 12; see title Guarantee. 

' (0 Burton v. Barclay (1831), 7 Bing. 745, 7^; see Doe d. Rawlings ?. Walker 
(1826), 6 B.& 0.111, 121. 

(«) Forbes ▼. Moffatt (1811), 18 Ves. 384, 390, 

(r) 36 Si 37 Viet. c. m, 

(<i) Chambers t, Kingham (1878), 10 Ch. D. 743. 

(6) Ingle ?. Vaughan Jenkins, [1900] 2 Qi, 368. As regards merger a long torm 
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171. Where a person entitled to land acquires a charge upon it, Bsot. 7. 
and at the same time expresses his intention that the charge shall Merger of 
not merge, this is sufiScient to keep it alive (c). It is not necessary Estates and 
to take a bransfer of the charge to a trustee. This is only useful as Charges, 
evidence of an intention to avoid merger, where no intention is Merger of 
expressed, and there would otherwise be a presumption of merger (d). chargea. 

On the other hand, if there is an express or presumed intention in 
favour of merger, the charge will be extinguished, notwithstanding 
that it is outstanding in a trustee (e). 

172* Where no intention is expressed, or the person is incapable Presnmpifon 
of expressing any, the court considers what is most advantageous for ®crger. 
him, and decides for or against merger accordingly (/). And on 
this are founded two presumptions: First, when the ownership Absolute 
in fee simple of the land and the absolute ownership of the charge ownership, 
become vested in the same person, and there is no special reason for 
keeping the charge alive, the presumption is in favour of merger ; 
the title is Bimplified by the charge being extinguished, and its con- 
tinued existence is useless to the owner {g ) ; and it is the same 
where the owner in fee simple pays off the charge (/t). The pre- 
sumption applies also to a tenant in tail (t), unless he is by statute 
forbidden to bar the entail (A:), so that he cannot become owner in 
fee simple. But it does not apply where the fee is liable to be 
defeated by an executory devise (^). Secondly, where the charge Limiteti 
is acquired by a limited owner, or where a limited owner pays it ownmiiip. 
off, the presumption is against merger. It is not for his advantage 
that his charge should sink for the benefit of the remaindcrman(^H). 

And merger will be prevented if there is a prior life interest in the 
charge which does not terminate in the lifetime of the owner of the 
land (n). 


is treated as less than a freehold estate, such as an estate for life ; see Capital 
and Countm BanJe^ Ltd, y, Bhodes, [1903] 1 Oh. 631, C. A, 

(c) Watts V. 8ymes (1851), 1 De G. M. & G. 240, 0. A. ; Adams v. Angell 
(1877), 5 Oh. D. 634, 0. A. 

(d) Hood T. Phillips (1841), 3 Beay. 513; see Bailey y. Bichardson (1852), 9 
Hare, 734 ; and p. 148, post. 

(c) Astley y. Milles (1827), 1 Sim. 298 ; Pitt y. PUt (1856), 22 Beay. 294. 

(/) Fonts y. Moffatt {IHll), 18 Ves. 384; Orice v. Shaw (1852), 10 Ilaro, 
76 ; Tyrwhitty. Tyrwhitt (1863), 32 Beay. 244; Thome v. Cana, [1895] A. 0. 
11, 18. 

(fir) Donisthorps y. Porter (1762), 2 Eden, 162; Forbes y. Moffatt^ supra; Crlos 
V. Shaxot supra; Swinfen y. Swinfen (No. 3) (I860), 29 Beay. 199, 203. 

I /i) Buckinghamshire (Earl) y. Hobart (1818), 3 Swan. 186. 

/ ) Drinkwoier y. Combe (1825), 2 Sim. & St. 340. 

k) Shrewsbury (Countess) y. Shrewsbury (Earl) (1790), 3 Bro. C. C. 120. 

1) Drinkwater y. Comhe^ supra. 

w) Burrell y. Egremont (Earl) (1844), 7 Beay. 205, 232 ; Pitt y. Pitt, supra^ 
If a remainderman in tail, whose estate is preceded by another estate tail, pays 
off a charge, the presumption is originally against merger, and this continues 
although his estate falls into possession (Wigsell y. Wigsell (^1825), 2 Sim. & St. 
364, 369 ; Horton y. Smith (1858), 4 K. A J. 624, 628). And similarly, whore a 
tenant for life, with ultimate remainder in fee simple, who has paid on a charge, 
becomes immediately entitled in fee simple by the failure of intermediate 
estates, the charge does not thereupon merge ( Wyndham y. Egremont (Earl) (1 775)| 
Amb. 753 ; Trevor y. Trevor (1833), 2 My. & K. 675). 

(a) Wilkes y. Collin (1869), L. E. 8 Eq. 338. 
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BIOT. 7 . 178 . These presumptions only furnish pnmA fade rules as to 

Hngerof merger, and they yield to the intention, whether express or 
Estates and implied (o). The actual intention may be inferred from acts done, 
Charges, either at the time of the union of the charge with the estate, or 
Where the subsequently during the life of the owner (|j). Taking a transfer 
preeamDttone of the charge in the name of a trustee is evidence against merger, 
•re ezclnded. |g jj^j. jjy jjggjf conclusive (g). Subsequent dispositions of the 

property, whether by will(r) or inter vivoe, may show that the 
property was intended to pass free from the charge ; and this will 
usually be the case if there is an alienation for value (a). And the 
presumptions have no place where the owner is incapable of having 
an intention. Hence, where the court pays off a charge on the 
estate of an infant tenant in tail, there is no merger (b). 

Moreover, the first presumption does not apply in the case of an 
owner in fee simple who pays off a charge, if it is for his benefit 
that the charge should be kept alive. And this is the case where 
there are subsequent charges which would be advanced by its 
extinction. But an exception exists as regards a mortgagor, and 
he cannot pay off a first mortgage and then set it up against a 
subsequent charge which he has himself created (c) ; and the 
exception was formerly extended to a purchaser of the equity of 
redemption, so as to prevent him from keeping alive an incum- 
brance which he had paid off against other incumbrances of which 
he had notice (d). But this extension has been disapproved of (c). 
Ihe purchaser can keep alive a prior incumbrance by expressing 
an intention to that effect; and although no intention is expressed, 
yet it will be sufiScient if the circumstances indicate the intention ( /). 
And it seems correct to say generally that in the case of a pur- 
chaser of an equity of redemption the ordinary rule will now 
pievail; and where it is for his advantage that a charge which 
he has paid off shall be kept alive, an intention to this effect 


(<0 arice V. SImw (1852). 10 Hai-p, 76, 70. 

(p) Natch V. Skilloti (1863), 20 IJeav. 43;i. 

d) Toulmin v/fc^«(1817), S^Mer. 210. p^r Q ^ ’iLlt 
(1873). 8 Ch. App. ml 

<^«ridge (1869), 4 De G. & J. 631 0 A • A,!™™. ^ j i, 

IS <mK toSteCnefit' oflt 
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will be presumed, 
intention (g). 


unless there are indications of a contrary 


Merger of 
Bstates end 

174. Upon a similar principle equity will keep alive conditions Chargee, 
which have become inoperative at law. Thus where land is devised 
to the testator’s heir-at-law subject to a condition to pay a pecuniary ^pt aii ” 
legacy, the condition is at law useless to the legatee, since it is the 
heir himself who will take advantage of the condition broken. But 
payment of the legacy is enforced in equity; and the heir, and a 
purchaser from him with notice, must make it good (/t). And it 
is the same though the devise on condition is to a stranger. The 
heir on entering for breach of the condition is a trustee for the 
legatee (t). 


Sect. 8 — Subrogation. 

176. Where one person has a claim against another, a third Subrogaiion 
person is, in certain circumstances, allowed to have tlie benefit of 
the claim and the remedy for enforcing it, although it has not been 
assigned to him, and he is then said to be subrogated to the rights 
of the first person. The doctrine of subrogation is applied at law 
in cases of insurance, where the insurance is a contract of indem- 
nity only. The underwriter or assurer, upon paying the assured 
his loss, is entitled to the benefit of all remedies of the assured 
against persons liable for the loss, whether in contract or in tort (A), 
and is entitled to sue in the name of the assured {1). 


176. In equity the doctrine has been applied in three cases: Subrogation 

(1) Where a person has supplied money to a wife for necessaries; 

(2) where a person has lent money to a company which borrowed it 
in excess of its borrowing powers, and the money has been applied 
in reducing the liabilities of the company ; and (3) where an executor 
has incurred debts in carrying on the business of a testator. 

In the first case the persons who provided the necessaries would Wlfe’i 
have had a remedy against the liusband, and he who has found the “^ccs^^ies. 
money and satisfied their claims is allowed in equity to stand in 
their place as regards the remedy on these claims (m). 

In the second case no debt is created against the company, and Utira rim 

- borrowiDg. 


rrS^) ^borne y. Canriy [1895] A. C. 11; Liquidation Estates Purchase Co, y. 

- s- 0- i-. 

(A) V. AU^ly (m8), Freem. (cn.) 136; suh mm. Smith y, Atterhv. 3 
Eep Ch. 93; JJinchelsea (Earl) y. Norcliff (l6SG), Freem. (cn.)95,96, n. (b). 

(i) Mohuns(Lord) Case (undated), cited in Cook y. Fountain (1672), 3 Swan. 
686, at p. 692 ; Anon (1704), Freem. (cn.) 278. 

(k) Itandal y. Cockran (1748), 1 Ves. Sen. 98; Castellain v. Preston (1883). 11 
Q. D. 380, 388, C. A. ; Dnfourret y. liishop (1886), 18 Q. B. D. 373; seo 
As^itraziom Generali de Trieste y. Empress Assurance Corporation, Ltd., [1907] 
2 K. B. 814. *• 


; ivxny v. Yicioria insurance Vo., [18961 A. U. 260, P. C. As to the right of 
the insured himself to sue and have control of the action, see Commercial Union 
Assurance Co. y. Lister (1874), 9 Ch. App. 483; see also, generally, titles 
Guarantee; Insurance. 

(m) //ccrm V. /.ec(1718), 1 P. Wins. 482; Jennet y. Morris (m\\Z De G. 
J? . & J. 45, C. A. ; Peare v. Souiten (1869) L. B. 9 £q. 151, 164, overruling Afay 



Eqotit. 


ISO 


Ban. s. prima/aeu the lender has no rem^y for recoveMg the loan. Bat 
Snbroaa* to the extent to which the money has been apphed m discharging 
tUwL the claims of other creditors, the lender has been said to be 
subrogated to their rights («)» though the ease has stated 
alternatively by saying that, to the extent ^to which liabilities are 
reduced, the borrowing is not in substance in excess of the borrow- 
ing powers (o) ; and at any rate the lender w not placed in the 
shoes of prior creditors who are paid with his money, so as to 
acquire their priority for all purposes. Thus he does not rank before 
later creditors who have been partly paid with his money (p), and 
he is not entitled to the benefit of any securities of the creditor 
paid off (g). 

Cnditor of In the third case the executor is personally liable for the debts 
executor q{ (he business, Wt he has a right of indemnity against the assets 
of the testator’s estate, so far as they are authorised to be employed 
in the business (r) ; the creditor, on the other hand, has no legal 
claim against the estate, but he is allowed in equity to enforce on 
his own behalf the executor’s right of indemnity. He is subrogated 
to this right, while he retains also his legal claim against the 
executor (s) ; but, in asserting the right, he is subject to any defences 
which would avail against the executor ((). 

Part V. — Equitable Relief against Penalties 
and Forfeitures. 

Sect. 1. — Penalties. 

Relief against 177. Equity relieves against penalties when the intention of 
penaiuea, the penalty is to secure the payment of a sum of money or the 
attainment of some other object, and when the event upon which 


V, Skey (1849), 16 Sim. 688. In Jenner v. Morrio^ oupra^ Lord Campbell, L.C., 
treated the subrogation as resting on an equitable assignment of their claims by 
the tradesMople to the person who paid them. Turneb, L. J., regarded it as an 
instance of equity supplying the omission of the law to provide a legal remedy. 

(») Re Natioml Permanent Ben^t Buifdinq Society ^ Ex parte TFiV/tamson (1869), 
6 Ch. App. 309, 313 ; Blackburn Building Sockty v. Cunliffe, Brooke & Co. (1882), 
22 Ch. D. 61, C. A.; Werdock {Baroneee) v. River Dee Co. (1887), 19 Q. B. D. 
156, C. A. 

(o) Wrexham, Mcid^ and ConnaKe Quay Railway, [1899] 1 Ch. 440, C. A., 
per LiNDLET, M.R., at p. 446; see Ashb., p. 333 ; ana compare judgment in 
Blackburn Building Society y. Cunliffe, Brooke & Co., eupra, at p. 71. On the 
same principle, where an agent borrows in excess of his authority, the lender 
can in equity recover the loan from the piincipal to the extent to which the 
money has in fact been applied in paying the principal’s debts (Bannatyne v. 
Afacivtr, [1906] 1 K. B. 103, C. A.). ® " 

{ p) Re Wrexham, Mold, and Connah^e Quay Railway, supra. 

Bannatyne v. Madver, eupra, at p. 109. 
r) Ex parte Garland (18041, 10 Ves. 110. As to the case of on executor 
carrying on a business, see title Executors and Administrators. 

(<) Re Johnson, Shearman v. Robinson (1880), 16 Ch. D. 648, 666 ; Dowse r, 
Gorton, [1891] A. C. 190 ; Re Frith, Newton v. Rolfe, [1902] 1 Ch. 342: see 
Re Blundell, Blundell v. Blund^l (1890), 44 Ch. D. 1, *C. A. 

(tl Re Johnson, Shearman v. Aibineon, eupra; compare Be Frith, Newton v 
Rol/e, supra. 
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the penalty is made payable can be adequately compensated by pay« i. 

ment of interest or otherwise (u). Thus relief is granted in equity Penalties, 
against the penalty in a money bond^ and also against penal sums — 
made payable on breach of bonds, covenants, and agreements for 
payment of money by instalments, or for doing or omitting to do 
a particular act (a). But the relief is only granted where com- 
pensation can be made for the breach (5). And by statute similar 
relief was introduced into the practice of the common law courts (c)« 

Before relief can be given it has to be ascertained whether the 
specified sum is in fact a penalty or liquidated damages ((Q. If 
it is a penalty, then the actual damages only are payable, not 
exceeding the amount of the penalty (e). On the other hand, the 
fact that a sum is made payable by way of penalty for breach 
of a negative covenant does not in general deprive the covenantee 
of his right to an inj unction (/). 

178. Where there is a stipulation that, on non-payment of a Non.j>R«mait 
smaller sum, a larger sum shall be paid, the larger sum is a penalty, naoacjr. 
and will be relieved against (^); as where, upon non-payment of 
interest upon a mortgage debt at the stated times, interest at a 
higher rate is made payable. Such interest is penal interest, and 
is not recoverable or chargeable in account between mortgagee and 
mortgagor (/i). And any clause forfeiting an interest in property 
on non-payment of money is treated in equity as penal, and relief 


(u) “ The true p^ound of relief against penalties is from the original intent of 
the case, \i^here the penalty is designed only to secure money, and the court 
gives him all that he expected or desired** {Peachy v. Somerset {Duhe) (1721), 
1 Stra. 447, per Lord Macclesfield, L.O., at p. 453 ; 2 White & Tud. L. 0., 
7th cd., p. 250 ; Davis t. Thomas (1831), 1 Buss. & M. 506, per Leacii, M.B., 
at p. 507). But the relief goes beyond money bonds, and extends to all cases 
where the sum specified is in fact a penalty and secures some collateral object 
{Sluman v. Walter (1784), 1 Bro. C. 0. 418, per Lord TnUBLOW, L.O. ; Protector 
Loan Co. v. Grice (1880), 5 Q, B. D. 592, C. A. ; Law v. Redditch Local Board, 
[18921 1 Q. B. 127, C. A., per Kay, at p. 134 ; see also title Bonds, 
Vol. III., pp. 93-96). 

(a) Si ton V. Slade, Hunter v Seton (1802), 7 Ves. 265, 273; Forward v. Dujjkld 
(1747), 3 Atk. 555 (relief against j^nalty in ebarterparty). And relief was 
grant^ although the violation of the condition of the bond was wilful ( Wilson 
V. Barton (1671), Nels. 148). 

(b) Tall V. Hyland (1670), 1 Cas. in Oh. 183; Withers v. KHrea (1670), 1 Cas, 
in On. 189, n. 


(c) As to common money bonds, by stat. (1705) 4 & 5 Ann. c. 3, ss. 12, 13; 
Common Law Procedure Act, 1860 (23 & 24 Viet. c. 126), s. 25 (repealed, Statute 
Law Bevision and Civil Procedure Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Viet. c. 49), but see s. 7) ; 
Preston v. Vania (1872), L. B. 8 Exch. 19 ; Be Dixon, IJeynes v. Dixon, [1900] 
2 Cb. 561, 0, A., per Bigby, L.J., at p. 678 ; as to bonds or penalties to socuro 
payment of money by instalments, or the performance of any covenants or 
Bgroements, by stat. (1696) 8 & 9 Will. 3, c. 11, s. 8; Belts v. Burch (1859), 4 
U. & N. 506, 511 ; see title Bonds, Vol. III., p. 94. 

{d) See title Damages, Vol. X., p. 328. 

(e) Law V. Redditch Local Board, supra. Formerly an issue at law, quantum 
dninnificalus, was directed (Benson v. Gibson (1746), 3 Atk. 395 ; Hardy 7 . Martin 
(1783), 1 Bro. C. C. 419, n.; Sloman v. Walter, supra; ErringUm ▼. Aynesly 
(1768), 2 Bro. 0. 0. 341). 

(/) French v. MacaU (1842), 2 Dr. & War. 269, 274 ; see title Deeds and 
OjmsR Instruuerts, Vol. X., p. 495. 


(g) Thompson r, Hudson (1869), L. B. 4 H. L. 1, 15. 

(A) H<^ei T. Wyee (1693), 2 Vem. 289 ; Strode r. Parker (1691), 2 Vem. 316 ; 
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will be given on payment of the money, with interest as com- 
pensation for the delay (i). Upon this principle was founded the 
right of relief against a conveyance by way of mortgage after the 
coWyance had become absolute at law(y); a nght which con- 
Btituted the equity of redemption. 


179. Where money is actually payable, or to become payable, a 
provision may validly be made for diminishing the amount, or making 
it payable by instalments, or allowing other concessions to the debtor 
upon stipulated terms ; and if the debtor complies with the terms 
he is entitled to the benefit of the provision (A). But he must 
purchase the benefit by strict compliance with the terms ; and, if 
be is in default, the full debt is payable and he cannot claim relief 
as against a penalty (i). Upon this principle, when a higher rate 
of interest has been stipulated for in a mortgage, interest at a lower 
rate may be substituted on condition of punctual payment (?//) ; 
and where a debt is made payable by instalments, a stipulation 
that on non-payment of any instalment the entire debt shall 
become due is not in the nature of a penalty (n). 


180 . Where under a contract, conveyance, or will a beneficial 
right is to arise upon the \ erformance by the beneficiary of some 
act in a stated manner, or at a stated time, the act must be 
lierformed accordingly in order to obtain the enjoyment of the 
right, and in the absence of fraud, accident, or surprise, equity 
will not relieve against a breach of the terms (o). In the case of a 


Mon V. Slade^ Hunter v. Seton (1802), 7 Ves. 2G5, 273. But a commisBion in 
addition to interost, payable on default in payment of instalmonts, is not a 
penalty {General Credit and Discount Co, v. Gleyg (1883), 22 Ch. D. 649). 

(i) See lie Dagenham (Thames) Dock CV, Kx parte llidse (1873), 8 Ch. App. 
1022, where, on non-payment of the balance of purchase-money, the vendors 
were to 1 o.sumo possession of the property without any obligation to repay the 
part of tlio purenaso-money already paid. 

(j) Perhaps this wus first allowed when the non-payment on the appointed 
dav was due to accident. In the first half of the seventeenth century the right of 
redemption had become fully established (Ashb., p. 47 ; see Story, s. 1014). 
When mortgages came to be recognised as merely securities for money, this 
reason for the allowance of the equity of rodemption disappeared (see Seton 
V. Slade, Hunter v. Seton, supra; Cashorne v. Scarf e (1737), 1 Atk. 603; 2 
White & Tud. L. C , 7th ed., p. 6) ; and as to the relation of mortga^r and 
mortgagee, see Clwlmondeleg (Marquis) v. Clinton (Lord) (1820b 2 Jac. & W. 1, 
182 ; Co. Litt. 205 a, Butler’s note (lb 

(/») Thompson v. Hudson (1869), L. K. 4 II. L. 1, 15. 

(/) Thus, where the creditor agrees to accept }>art of the debt in full satisfac- 
tion if paid within a stated time, equity will not relieve against the provision 
as to time (Ford v. Chesierfeld (Earl) (1864), 19 Beav. 428 ; Sewell v. Musson 
(1683), 1 Vem. 210; Ex parte Bennet (1743), 2 Atk. 627 ; Re Neil, Ex parte 
Burden (1881), 16 Ch. D. 675, C. A.). 

(m) Fowis (Marquis) v. Maynard (1747), 3 Atk. 519 ; Stanhope v. Manners (1763), 
2 Eden, 167. Ihinctual payment means payment on the day fixed for payment 
(Leeds and Hanley Theatre of Varitue v. Broadbent, [1898] 1 Ch. 343, C. A. ; 
see Keene v. Biecoe (1878), 8 Ch. D. 201). 

(n) Sterne v. Beck (1863), 1 De G. J. « Sm. 595, 0. A ; Wallingford v. Mutual 
Society (1880), 6 App. Gas. 685 ; Frotector Loan Co, v. Orice (1880), 5 Q. B. D. 592, 
G. A. 

(f>) Thus, where there is a sale with a right of repurohase within a specified 
time, and the^ sale is in the first instance aMlute, so that the transaction is not 
really a mortgage, the right of r^urchase is lo^ unless exercised within the 



168 


Part V.— Equitable Belief against Penalties Era 


condition contained in a will, ignorance of the condition is no 
ground for relief (p). 

Sect. 2. — Forfeitures. 

181. Equity does not assume a general jurisdiction to relieve 
against the forfeiture of the estate of a lessee for breach of the 
covenants in the lease (j). At one time it was thought that this 
would be done in cases where compensation could be made for the 
breach (r) ; but so extensive a power was disclaimed, and the relief was 
confined to forfeiture for non-payment of rent («). The relief in this 
case was justified on the ground that the right of re-entry was to be 
regarded simply as a security for the rent, and it was granted on 
payment of the arrears of rent and costs (t). There was no express 
limitation of time within which the relief would be granted, and if the 
lease had been determined by re-entry, the lessor was ordered to 
grant a new lease (u). But by statute equitable relief was limited to six 
montlis after possession recovered in ejectment, and the necessity 
for a new lease was dispensed with (a). Ultimately jurisdiction to 
grant relief in the case of non-payment of rent was conferred on the 
courts of common IsLw(b); and jurisdiction to grant relief in this 
and other cases of forfeiture (with certain exceptions) is now vested 
in the High Court (c). 


time (i?amZ/ v. Sahine (1084), 1 Vern. 268 ; Jot/ v. Birch (1836), 4 CL & Fin. 67, 
II. L.) ; and so, where a mortgagor releases his equity of redemption with a 
clause of repurchase {Ensworth v. OriJfitliB (1T06), 6 Bro. Pari. Gas. 184; Davi$ 
V. Thomas (1831), 1 Buss. & M. 606). And the coui’t cannot vary the terms on 
hich a right of pre-emption is given by will, so as to allow any relaxation 
(Brooke v. Oarrod (1857), 2 De G. & J. 62); or on which a debt is remitted 
{O lover V. Portington (1664), Froem. (cn.) 182) ; or any other privilege conferred 
{Franco v. AJvares (1746), 3 Atk. 342, p. 345). 

( ») Re Hodges' Legacy (1873), L. B. 16 Eq. 92 ; Asthy v. Essex {Earl) (1874), 
L. It. 18 Eq. 290 ; see Fry's {Lady Anne) Case (1672), 1 Vent. 199. 

{q) The cases for relief in equity are fraud, accident, surprise or mistake {Hill 
V. Barclay (1811), 18 Ves. 56, 62 ; Gregory t. Wdson (1852), 9 Hare, 683, 689; 
see Bamford v. Creasy (1802), 3 Giff. 675 ; Bargent v. Thompson (1864), 4 Ciff. 
473) ; but not negligence {Barrow v. Isaacs & Son^ [1891] 1 Q. B. 417, C. A.). 

(r) Hack v. Leonard (1724), 9 Mod. Bop. 90; Davis v. West (1806), 12 Vos, 
475 ; Sanders v. Pope (1800), 12 Vos. 282. 

(a) Wadmany, Calcraft (1804), 10 Ves. 67; Hill v. Barclay (1811), IQ Ves. 
66 ; Reynolds v. Piii (1812), 19 Ves. 134 ; Bracebridge y. Buckley (1816), 2 Price, 
200, 215; Gregory y, WiUon^ supra. Thus there was no relief for breach of a 
covenant to repair, including a covenant to lay out a specified sum in repairs 
{Bracebridge v. Buckley t supra^ overruling Sanders v. Pope, supra). If there 
were other breaches, relief for non-payment of rent could not be granted 
{Bowser y, Colby (^1841), 1 Hare, 109, 134). 

{t) Howard y, Fanshawe, [1895] 2 Ch. 581, 588. It was granted whether the 
lease was determined under a power of re-entry, or under a proviso that it should 
be void {Bowser v. Colby, supra), 

(tt) Bowser v. Cdby, supra, at p. 130 ; see Bendy y, Evans, [1910] 1 K. B. 
263, 0. A. 


(a) First by the Landlord and Tenant Act, 1730 (4 Geo. 2, c. 28) ; see Bowser 
y, Cdby, supra, at p. 125; then by the Common Law Procedure Act, 1852 
05 & 16 Viet 0 . 76), 88. 210 — 212. ^e provision of s. 212 continuing the old 
lease apjjlies although the lessor has recovered possession out of court, and not 
under a judgment {Howard y, Farwhawe, supra), 

{b) Common Law Procedure Act, 1860 (23 & 24 Viet c. 126), s. 1 ; Hare v. 
fims, [1893] 1 Q. B. 604. 

(c) Under the Qomo^on I^aw Praoed\ffe ^ct, 1860, and the OouTeyincing Acti^ 
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182. Analogous to relief against forfeiture is the rule of equity 
that *«»"«> is not of the essence of a contract unlMS the^raes have 
either expressly so stipulated, or the nature of the content rMuim 
it (d). But where there has been default or unreasonable delay by 
one party, the other party may give notice requiring completion 
within a specified time, and if the time specified is reasonable it 
becomes of the essence of the contract (c). At the present time 
stipulations in contracts, as to time or otherwise, which would not 
before the passing of the Judicature Act, 1878 , have been deemed 
to be or to have become of the essence of the contract in a court of 
equity, receive in all courts the same construction as they 
would formerly have received in equity (/). 


Part VI. — Equitable Relief in Cases of 
Fiduciary Relationship. 

Sect. 1. — The Fiduciary Character* 

Sub-Sect. 1. — Express, Constructive, and riesidting Trusts, 

Eiprcfi 183. A court of equity imposes special liabilities and duties 

truitf. npon persons who stand in a fiduciary relationship to others, and, 
in particular, it will not allow them to purchase the trust property, 
or to make a profit out of the trust, unless there are such circum- 
stances of consent on the part of the cestui que trust as to warrant 
an exception from these rules. Trusts are either express or arising 
by operation of law. An express trust as regards land is a trust 
expressly declared by a deed, will, or other written instrument \g) ; 
as to personalty (other than leaseholds) the trust can be expressly 
created by parol (h). To constitute an express trust tlireo matters 

1881 (44 & 45 Viet. c. 41) and 1892 {65 & 56 Viet. c. 13) ; see title Landlobd 
AND Tenant. 

(d) ** Where from the contract, or from the nature of the case, time is not 
shown to be of the essence of the contract, courts of equity have long been in 
the habit of relieving against mere lapse of time, where it has been consistent 
with the substance of justice to do so ** {Roberts v. Berry (1853), 3 De G. M. & G. 
284, 0. A., ncr Knight Bkuce, L.J., at p. 290 ; Seton v. Slade, Hunter v. Seton 
(1802), 7 Yes. 265; Lennon v. Napper (1802), 2 Sch. & Lef. 682, 685 ; Levy v. 
Lindo (1817), 3 Mer. 81, 84; Parlcin v. Thorold (1852), 16 Beav. 59, 65 ; and 
compaie Iloneyman v. Marryat (1855), 21 Boav. 14, 24). On the sale of a public- 
house as a going concern time is of tne essence of the contract {7'adcasler Tower 
Bretvtry Co, v. Wilson, [18971 1 Ch. 705) ; and so, too, in a contract for a lease of 
mines which are being woi^ed {Macbryde v. Weehes (1856), 22 Beav. 533); 
and generally where possession is immediately i'equired(rf7% v. Thomas (1867), 
3 Ch. App. 61 ; see TVaiA;ar v. Jeffreys (1842), 1 Hare, 341, 348; Crawfwd v. 
Toq^ood (1879), 13 Ch. D, 153) ; and see title Contract, Vol. VII., p. 413. 

(e) Orem v. Sewn (1879), 18 Ch, D. 589 ; Comptony, Bagley, [1892] 1 Ch. 313, 
(/) Judicature Act, 1873 (36 & 37 Viet. o. 66), s, 25 (8) ; see Noble y. Edwardes^ 

Edwardes y. Noble (1877), 5 Cb. B. 378, 0. A., as to the law in a case not 
affected by this enaotment ; and title Saub of Land. 

(^) Peire y. Peire (1852), 1 Brew, 371, 393 ; Cunningham y. Foot (1878). 3 
Apn. Cas. 974. 984, 

82 Ch^^SllT* 7 Q. B. B. 340, 356 ; Sands to Thormpeon (1883), 
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mneb be defined— the property subject to the tru^ fte to 

be benefited, and the interests which they are ^ taie (t). ^ But it is 
not necessary to use the word trust** 

although it has to be made out from ail tte terms of the J^tra- 
ment(0* All that is necessary to establish the relation of trustee 
and cestui que trust is to prove that the legal title is in one person 
and the equitable title in another (m). 


184 . Trusts arising by operation of law are either constructive 
or resulting trusts. A constructive trust arises when, although 
there is no express trust affecting specific property, equity considers 
that the legal owner should be treated as a trustee for another («)• 
This happens, for instance, where one who is already trustee 
takes advantage of his position to obtain a new legal interest in the 
property (o), as where a trustee of leaseholds takes a new 
lease in his own name(p). And the rule applies where a person, 
although not an express trustee, is in a fiduciary position, e.g., a 
tenant for life in regard to the remaindermen (q). 

A resulting trust may arise solely by operation of law, as where, 
upon a purchase of land, one person provides the purchase-money 
and the conveyance is taken in the name of another. There is 
then a resulting trust in favour of the person providing the money, 
unless from the relation between the two, or from other circum- 
stances, it appears that a gift was intended (r). But there is- 
another class of resulting trusts, and hero the creation of the trust 
is express, though, in the events which happen, the beneficial 
destination of the property is undetermined. This is the case 
when there is a failure — entire or partial — in the objects of the 
trust, and then, to the extent of the failure, the benefit of the trust 
results to the settlor or his representatives (s). In all these cases 


(0 Malim Y, Keighley (1794), 2 Ves. 333, 335; Knight v. Knight (1840), 3 
Beav. 148, 173. 

(&) Donations Commissioners v, Wyhrants (1845), 2 Jo. & Lat. 182, 189. 

(l) Re Williams^ Wiliiame v. [1897] 2 Ch. 12, 27, 0. A. ; but the 

courts are less ready now than formerly to construe words of recommendation 
as creating a precatory trust (Lam be y. Karnes (18711, 6 Ch. App. 697, 699) ; 
compare Re Kanhurg, Hanhury v. Fisher^ [1904] 1 Ch. 416, 0. A. ; reyersM 
%\ih nom, Comiskey v. Rowring^Hanhury^ [1905] A. C. 84, 

(m) Uardoon v. BeSilios^ [1901] A. C. 118, 123, P. C. The trustee may him- 
self haye only an equitable interest, where, s.^., a trust fund is settled oy the 
cestui que trust by way of doriyatiye settlement ; see Stephens y. Qreen^ Qreen y. 
Knight^ [1895] 2 Ch. 148; and title Tei;8T.s and Trustees. 

(n) The rule has been said to be based on public policy (Qriffin y. OriMn 
(1804), 1 Sch. & Lof. 352, 354 ; Blewett y. MUleit (1774), 7 Bro. Pari. Cas. 367). 

(o) See PieJeering y. Vowles (1783), 1 Bro. C. C. 197, 198 ; James y. Dean 
(1805), 11 Ves. 383, 395. 

( ») Keech v. Sand/ord (1726), Cas. temp. King, 61 ; Rawe y. Chichester (1773), 
Amo. 716, 719. 


(q) See Re Bus, Biss y. Biss, [1903] 2 Ch. 40, 0. A., and cases there cited ; 
and see fuither, as to the relations between tenant for life and remainderman, 
Dieconson y. Talbot (1870), 6 Ch. App. 32 ; Uickman y. Upsall (1876), 4 Ch. D. 
144, 0. A. 


(r) Dyer y. Dyer (1788), 2 Cox, Eq. Cas. 92, per Eyre, O.B., at p. 93 : 2 
White & Tud. L. 0., 7th ed.. p. 803. 

24^(i (1838), 1 Br. ft WaL 668; Patrick y. Simpson (1889}^ 
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tlie legal o\raer of the property holds it in a fiduciary Capacity, and 
is subject to the equitable rules affecting that character. 

Sub-Sect, i.— Fiduciary Maticmhip, 

1%6 Apart from the creation of trusts of specific property, 
the position held by a person may itself involve confidence so as 
to impress him with a fiduciary character, and when he gets 
possession of money or other property in this character he holds it as 
a trustee. This is so in most cases of agency, since the agent has 
duties to perform which involve the placing of confidence in him 
by the principal (t). On the same footing are directors («) and 
promoters (a) of companies ; and a receiver and a trustee in bank- 
ruptcy hold property received by them in a fiduciary capacity tl»). 
But a partner does not receive the assets of the partnership on 
account of himself and his partners in a fiduciary capacity (c). 

Sect. 2. — Disability of Trustee to Purchase. 

186. It is a settled rule of equity that no one having duties of a 
fiduciary nature to discharge shall be allowed to enter into engage- 
ments in which he has or can have a personal interest conflicting, 
or which possibly may conflict, with the interests of those whom he 
is bound to protect (d). One consequence of the rule is that a 


it) Dardick v. Garrick (1870), 6Cb, App. 233; Lydl v. Kennedy, Kennedy v. 
Lyell (1889), 14 App. Cas. 437, 463; see Priend v. Young, [1897] 2 Ch. 421, 432, 
And as to tho fiduciary nature of an agent^B employment, see Vudwick v. Stanley 
(18o2), 9 Hare, 627 ; Crowiher v. Elgood (1887), 34 Ch. I). 691, C. A. ; La7nh v. 
JCvana, [1893] 1 Oh. 218, C. A. ; Itohb v. Green, [1895] 2 Q. B. 315, 0. A. But an 
agency is not neceesarily fiduciary. A Bolicitor or other agent who receives 
money merely for transmission to his principal is not trustee of it {Be 
JJiudmareh (I860), 1 Drew. & Sm. 129) ; to become such he must have duties 
to perfonn in the disposition of tho property, as to invest or manage it (Gray 
y. Bateman (1872), 21 W. R. 137 ; Power v. Power (1881), 13 L. R. Ir. 281 ; 
J)ooby V, Watwn (1888), 39 Ch, I). 178). And a banker is not an agent of a 
customer so as to be in a fiduciary relation, but meioly a debtor (Foley v. IWl 
(1848), 2 11. L.Cus. 28). 

(u) FliicrofVe Case (188'^, 21 Ch. D. 519, C. A. ; see Be Forest of Dean Coal 
Mining Co. (1878), 10 Ch. D. 450, 453. 

(a) Krlanger v. New Sombrero Phosphate Co. (18T8), 3 App. Cas. 1218, 1236. 

(5) Seagram v. Tuck (1881), 18 Ch. D. 296; Be Gent^ Gent-Davis v. Harris 
(1888), 40 Ch. D. 190. In general, a person who receives money or property in 
a fiduciary capacity is treated os an express trustee for the purpose of depriving 
him of the benefit of tho Statutes of Limitation, other than the Trustee Act, 
1888 (51 & 52 Viet. c. 59), s. 8 (see Burdick v. Garrick, supra; Be Bell, Lake v. 
Bell (1886), 34 Ch. D. 462 ; Be Sharpe, Be Bennett, Masonic and General Life 
Assurance Co. v. Sharpe, [1892] 1 Ch. 154, 166, C. A.); and persons who, 
though strangers to the trust, participate in a fraudulent breach of trust 
(Barnes v. Addy (1874), 9 Ch. App. 244), or receive trust moneys and deal 
with them in violation of the trust \^Lee v. Sankey (1873), I^. R. 15 Eq. 204), are 
treated as express trustees ; see llVfaon v. Moore (1834), 1 My. & K. 337, 350 ; 
Bridgman v. QiU (1857), 24 Boav. 302; Norton v. Manchester and Liverpool 
District Banking Co. (1881), 44 L. T. 406; and as to fiduciary capacity,** see 
the Debtors Act, 1869 (32 & 33 Viet c. 62), s. 4, exception (3) ; and title 
Contempt of Court and Attachment, Vol. VII., p. 299. 

(c) Piddocke V. Burt, [1894] 1 Ch. 343 (on the Debtors Act, 1869 (32 & 33 
Viot. 0 , 62), B. 4 (3) ). As to stockbrokers, see note (a), p. 159, post. 

(d) Aher^u Bau. Co. v. BUtikie Brothers (1854), 1 Maoq. 461, H. L., per 1x>Ti1 
Cranwouth, L.O., at p. 47 K 
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trustee for sale may not purchase the trust property from himself («)• 

It makes no difference whether he in fact gains an advantage from IHsa^tir of 
the transaction or not. If the purchase is made while he is trustee, Tru^ ^ 
and without the consent of the cestuia qua tniat, it is necessarily ^[cnase. 
invalid and the cestuia que trust are entitled either to confirm the 
sale or to take back the property (/)• It is the same though the 
trustee has purchased by himself or an agent at auction (g), or from 
his co-trustees (A)* 

187. The rule, however, is not absolute with regard to a Purchase 
purchase by the trustee after he has ceased to be a trustee, or when 

he purchases with the consent of his cestuia que trust He may 
retire from being a trustee, and divest himself of that character, in 
order to qualify himself to become a purchaser (i) ; and the sale 
will then be good if he has taken this step suflSciently long before 
the sale to avoid the possibility of his making use of special informa- 
tion acquired by him as trustee (/c) ; or, without ceasing to bo 
trustee, he may enter into a contract of sale with the cestui que trust 
Such a contract will bo looked at with jealousy, but it will be 
supported if it is distinct and clear, if it appears that the cestui que 
trust intended that the trustee should buy, and if there is neither 
fraud, nor concealment, nor advantage taken by the trustee of 
information acquired by him in his character of trustee (1). 

188. A cestui que trust who wishes to set aside a purchase of the Terms on 
trust property by the trustee (m) must repay the purchase-money, 

with interest at £4 per cent., and sums expended in repairs and ’ 

permanent improvements, the trustee making an allowance for 
depreciation caused by his acts, and accounting for rents and profits, 
and paying an occupation rent if he has been in occupation (n) ; but 
a trustee who has been guilty of fraud will not have an allowance 
for improvements (o). 

(f) Bloye's Trust (1849), 1 Mao. & G. 488, 495. 

(/) Fox V. Machretht Pitt v. Mackreth (1788), 2 Bro. 0. C. 400; 2 White & 

Tud. L. 0., 7th ed., p. 709; JJardwicJce (Lord) v. Vernon (1799), 4 Vos, 411; 

Fxfjarte Zacey (1802), 6 Vos. 025; Ex parte iTames (1803), 8 Vos. 337, 348; 

Ex parte Bennett (1805), 10 Ves. 381, 388,394; liandall v. Errington ( \80b\ 

10 Vos. 423; Hamilton v. Wright (1842), 9 Cl. & Bin. Ill, II. L. As to sale 
hy a mortgagee to a company of ■which no is a member, see Farrar v. Farrars, 

LUl (1888), 40 Oh. D. 395, C. A, 

(g) Ex parte Bennett (1805), 10 Ves. 381, 393 ; Ingle v. Richards (No. 1) (1800), 

28 Beav. 361. The presence of the trustees as buyers is a discouragement to 
others to bid (Ex parte Lacey, supra, at p. 629). As to purchase by agent, see 
Downes v. Qrazehrook (1817), 3 Mer. 200; and compare Delves v. Delves (1875), 
li. n. 20 Ifto . 77, 83. 

(h) Whicncoie v. Laivrence (1798), 3 Ves. 740; Hall v. Noyes (circa 1796), cited 
ibid, at p. 748. 

(t) Downes v. Orazehrook, supra, at p. 208. 

(^) Ex parte James, supra, at p. 352 ; see Re Boles and British Land CoU 
Cuntract, [1902] 1 Ob. 244. 

(0 Coles V. Trecothick (1804), 9 Ves. 234, 247 ; see Ex parte James, supra ; 

Morse v. Royal (1806), 12 Ves. 355, 372. 

(m) See, as to his right to do this, Thompson ▼, Eastwood (1877), 2 App. Cas. 

215, 236 ; SUkstone and Haigh Moor Good Co. v. Edey, [1900] 1 Ch. 167. 

(n) York Buildings Co. y. Mackenzie (1795), 8 Bro. Pari. Cas. 42 ; Campbell f« 

Watker (1800), 5 Ves. 678 ; Ex parte Bennett, supra, at pp. 400, 401, 

( 0 ) MUl y. Sm (1852), 3 H. f . Oas, 828, 868, 
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Equity.' 


189. The principle applies also to other persons in a fiduciary 
f position, and^o director or promoter cannot deal on behalf of the 
with himself or with a firm of which he is a member (p). 
And since the principle depends, not on the subiect-matter of the 
agreement, but on the fiduciary character of the contracting party, 
it is equally applicable to real and personal estate, and to mercantile 
transactions (q). But the principle does not apply to a person who 
has only the power to become trustee, and has not in fact done so, 
such as, e.g., an executor who has neither proved nor disclaimed (r). 


Sect. 8. — Disability of Trustee to make a Profit. 

190. From the rule that a person shall not be allowed to put 
himself in a position where bis interest and duty conflict, it follows 
that a person in a fiduciary position is not allowed, unless otherwise 
expressly provided, to make a profit out of his trust (s). This rule 
obliges him to account for any advantages which he has obtained by 
reason of liis ownership of the trust property. Benefits acquired 
by him as the owner of the property cannot he retained, but must 
he surrendered for the advantage of those beneficially interested (t). 

And so, if the trustee retains trust money in his own hands, ho is 
charged with interest (a) ; and if he mixes it with his own money, 
and employs it in his business, the cestui que trust is entitled to 
take a proportionate share of the profits of the business instead of 
interest (b). 

191. The rule has also been inflexibly established that, in 
the absence of a remuneration clause, a trustee shall have no 
allowance for his time and care(c); though he is entitled to 


(р) Aberdeen Bail, Co, v. Blaikie Brothers (1864), 1 Macq. 461, II. L. ; Erlany&r 
▼. New Sombrero Phosphate Co. (1878), 3 App. Cas. 1218. 

Aberdeen Rail, Go. v. Blat/cie Brothers^ snpra^ at p. 472, 

(r) Clarh v. Clark (1884), 9 App. Cas. 733, P, 0. And see as to purchases by 
agents, title Agency, Vol. L, p. 189; by solicitors, title Solicitors; and, 
generally, title Trusts and Trustees. 

(«) Bray v. Ford, [189GJ A. C. 44, per Lord IlERScnELL, at p. 61 ; see 
Parker v. McKenna (1874), 10 Ch. App. 96, 118; Arclur's Case, Be North 
Australian Territory Co., [1892] 1 Ch. 322, C. A. 

(0 Aberdeen Town Council v. Ahndeen University (1877), 2 App. Cas. 644, 
per Lord Cairns, at p. 549. Upon this consideration is based the constructive 
trust raised where the trustee renews a lease in his own favour. And the trustee 
cannot enjoy the right of sporting over the trust estate (irc66 v. Shaftesbury 
(Karl), Shiifteshury [Ekirl) v. Arrowsmith (1802), 7 Ves. 480, 488). 

(а) A.-O, V. Alford (1856), 4 De G. M. & G. Blogy v. Johnson (1867;, 2 
Ch. App. 225, 228 ; Be Barclay, Barclay v. Andrew, [1899] 1 Ch. 674. 

(б) Docker v. Somes (1834), 2 My. & K. 655. The principle applies also where 
one who is not expressly a trustee has bought or tralUckoa with another’s 
money. **The law raises a trust by implication, clothing him, though a 
stran^r, with the fiduciary character, for the purpose of maxing him accoimt- 
able (ibid., per Lord Brouqhah, L.O., at p. 665). But in such a case Uie con- 
straotive trustoo is entitled to an allowance for his time and caro (Brown v. 
Zitton (1711), 1 P. Wms. 140) ; see further on this subject titles Executors 
and Administratoes ; Trusts and Trustees. 

(с) Robinson v. (1734), 3 P. Wms. 249 (2 White & Tud. L. 0., 7th ed., 
p. 606), per Talbot, L.O., at p. 251: ** The reason seems to be that on these 
pretences, if allowed, the trust estate might be loaded and rendered of little 
value ” ; see Moors v. Frowd (1837), 3 My. 4b Or. 45, per Lord Cottenuam. L.O., 
at p. 50. As to a 8olicitor*trustee’s lemuaeration clause, see Jte Fish, Bennett 
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his expenses {d), and has a first charge for these on the trust 

Sect. 4.-FoUowing AueU. 

192 . As between ce$ttd que tnist and trustee, and persona Profit 
claiming under the trustee otherwise than by purchase for valuable - — 

consideration without notice, all property belonging to a trust, 
however much it may bo changed or altered in its nature or followed, 
character, and all the fruits of such property, whether in its 
original or in its altered state, continue to be subject to or affected 
hy the trust (/), Upon this rule is based the doctrine of following 
trust property. The doctrine is not confined to express trustees, 
but applies to all persons in a fiduciary relation (^), Hence, if 
property has been sold, wliether rightfully or wrongfully, tlie cestui 
que trust can take the proceeds of sale if he can identify them. 

There is no distinction between a rightful and a wrongful dis- 
position of the property as regards the right of the beneficial 
owner to follow the proceeds (//). 

If the proceeds have been invested, without the addition of Inrestmcnti 
further money, in the purchase of other property, the beneficial Pf^ceeda. 
owner has the right to elect either to take the property purchased, 
or to have a charge on it for the amount of the trust money {h). If 
the trustee has mixed the trust money with money of his own, and 
has applied the whole in the purchase of property, the beneficial 
owner is entitled to a charge on the property purchased for the 
amount of the trust money, and this ranks before any claim by 
the trustee (/O. 

Since equity does not admit that money has no ear-mark, the money Following 
itself can be follow^ed in equity ; and whether the trustee mixes it 
vith his own money, and retains the whole as money, or places the 
whole in a bank, or invests it in personal securities, elTect is given 
to the beneficial owner’s right by allowing him a first charge on 
the whole mass of money, or the securities which represent it (i). 

V. Bennett, [IS93] 2 Ch. 41S, C. A. ; lU Cfialinder and Herinqton, [1907] 1 Oh. 68; 
and title SoLiciTOES. 


(<i) A,-0. V. Norwich Corporation (1837), 2 My. A Or. 406, 424; see IlideYn 
Haywood (1740), 2 Atk. 12C ; Dawson v. Clarke (1811), 18 Ves. 247, 254. 

U) Re Exhall Coal Co., Ltd., Re Bleckley (1866), 35 Beav. 449. 

(/) Pennell v. Dejfell (1853), 4 Do G. M. & G. 372, 0. A., per TuR»Eli, L.J., 
at p. 388. 

{(/) Re IlalldVs Estate, Knatchhull v. Hallelt (1880), 13 Ch. D. 696, 0. A., per 
Jessel, M.B., at p. 709 ; overruling Re West of England and South JPalee District 
Bank, Ex parte Dale & Co, fl879), 11 Ch, D. 772, and see per Fby, J., at p. 778. 
Thus, a chenPs money can be followed into the assets of a stockbroker, since ho 
is an agent into whose liands the money is put to bo applied in a particular 
way (Taylor v. Plumer (1815), 3 M. A S. 562; Re Stracnan, Ex parte Cooke 
(1876), 4 Ch. I>. 123, C. A.) ; and though the relation of banker and customer 
is in general that of debtor and creditor, yet where a cheque is handed to a 
banker to collect and hold the proceeds for the customer, this is a trust and 
the money can be followed (Re Brown, Ex parte Vlitl (1889), 37 W. R. 463). 

(/i) Re HalletCe Eataie, Knatchhull v. Ualldt, eupra ; and, similarly, whore a 
tenant for life receives the purchase-money of the property (Price v. BkJeemore 
(1843), 6 Beav. 607). 

(0 Re llalldi'e Estate, Knatchhull v. HaRett, supra, at p. 711 ; PenndlY* 
Dr fell, supra. But the principle does not apply where money has not boon 
actually received, but only credited in account, so that it is iticnpablo of idcntiiA- 
Cation {Rt UaUitt A Co., Ex parte Rlane^ [1894} 2 Q. B. 237, C. A.). 
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swr. 4. In gQcli circamstances the rule as to appropriation of pajments (k) 
FoUoniitf does not apply, and if the tmstee draws oat any money, the 
Assets, drawing win be attributed to his own money, and not to trust 
money which may have been paid into the account earlier (Q. 
Bat the right to follow trust money is no more than an equity, 
and it does not prevail against a purchaser for valuable considera- 
tion without notice (m). Where an agent has received money as 
a bribe, there is no trust of the money until it has been declared 
by a judgment to be the principal’s property, and till then it 
cannot be followed as trust money (n). 
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legatees. 


At fttit of 
creditor. 


Of anotbei 
legatee. 


193 « A right to follow assets is allowed in equity in favour of 
creditors and legatees when an executor has paid away the estate 
of a deceased person to the prejudice of their claims (o). 

A creditor is entitled to follow the assets into whosesoever hands 
they come ( p), and consequently he can require a legatee to refund ( 5 ) ; 
and a specific legatee is under this liability, but without prejudice to 
his rights against the executor or the residuary legatee (>). 

And if the estate was originally insuflScient to pay all legacies, a 
legat^ who is unpaid can require a legatee who has been paid more 
than his due proportion to refund («). This is upon the ground that 


vif^VT? (1816), 1 Mer. 372, and title Contiuct, 

(<) l{eIianttt't Et,tatf,KnatMMy.IIal!ett{\%m, 13Ch. D.C96,0. A.,atp.724- 
n ’’i point Ptnndl t. D^fell 

w' * 6^^; 0- A > see Be Oatwmj, HtrMa v. Oattoau, [19031 2 Ch. 350. 

1 at. as betwwn two trust funds which the trustee has paid intolis oin awi)unt 
wri'® applies, so that the sum first paid in is held to 

hC * KmtMnU y. j/alUU^upr! 

(to) Bennell v. ^ffell, eupra, per Turner, T* J., at p. 388 . Where an executor 
lewtee charges assets of L testaVor S fav““ of a 
has no notice of unsatisfied debts, or that the dealing with the 
h^may ll*®t of the testator’s creditors” although 

(1892] 1 

(o) Iho creditor s right to follow assets is ©xpresslv reserved in fbe afufufrivn 

^ v“/““ {t'ordham y. iraWts (Ig.’iS), 10 Hare^ 217* 

SI ® ^ (1837)! 3 My. & Cr 

furthCT dSffc? 1® «?‘^® security 'to refund m case 

liability remaTill^S ’ n®*’ this was discontinued, his personal 

under the lemtee7,A.w 1 . w‘« 'P® v ®*®*n»sed against volunteers 

Benv .DO .*®§v^ (»oi«.) , but not against purchasers {NciU y. Brett (18381 24 
U^v. liitkny Broairntad (1860). 2 De O. F. & J. 666). ' 

wSsii^S^ 2 De O. & J. 693, C. A. ; NMe y. Brett, tupra 
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the payment to the first legatee ntjs 

\ta8 known to x*®f ^e^time^ol the parent to one 

at 

iSS'L m.™ toe he wm entitled lo,<»nnotbe 

”Cn2Xto Seeutor htaU cannot call npen a leffto to 
refund, since, by voluntarily paying the legacy , he a nu ® ~ 
assets are 8uffiLnt(ai); but if the executor has P“d under an 
order of the Court he can require the legatee to refund (a), and 
BO, too, if debts, of which he had no notice at the time of payment, 
are afterwards discovered (i»). But in this respect a distinction 
exists between debts and contingent liabilities— such as a liability 
on unpaid shares — and an executor paying legacies with notice of the 
latter can require the legatee to refund (c), but without interest (d). 
Where an executor has by mistake made an overpayment, though 
he cannot call for repayment (c), he can reimburse himself out of 
funds in which the legatee is interested which remain in his 
hands (/). 
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Part VII. — Equitable Defences. 

Sect. 1 . — Equitable Set-off (g), 

194. Where the nature of dealings between two parties necessi- Set-off by 
tates the keeping of an account, consisting of receipts and payments, statute, 
debts and credits, on either side, no question of set-oil arises. It is 
only by taking the account, and ascertaining the balance, that the 
amount due from one party to the other can be ascertained, and it 
is such balance only that can be recovered. Where there is no such 
current account, but there are simply mutual debts between two 
parties, then apart from statute and the modern rules of procedure, 


seo contra Neivman v. Barton (1690), 2 Vern. 205; and compare Orr v. KuineM 
(1751), 2 Ves. Sen. 194. 

(0 See 2 Bro. C. 0. (Belt’s ed.) 305, n. (2). 

lu) Fenwick v. Clarke (1862), 4 L)e G. F. & J. 240, C. A. 

(u) An<m, (1718), 1 V. Wms. 495 ; Walcott v. JJall (1788), 2 Bro. C. C. 305 ; 
Fenwick V. Clarke, eupra; Feterson v. Feitraon (1806), L. B. 3 Eq. Ill ; Ue 
WinaloWy Frere v. Whialow (1890), 45 Ch. D. 2-19. 

(a:) Hodges v. Waddington (1679), 2 Oas. iu Ch. 9; Orr v. Kainea, supra; 800 
title Executors and Administrators. 

(a) Newman v. Barton, supra, 

[b] Nelthrop v. Hill (1669), 1 Cas. in Oh. 135 ; Jewon v. Orant (1677), 3 Swam 
659 ; see German v. Colston (1678), 2 Rep. Ch. 137. 

{c) Jervis v. Wolferstan (1874), L. R. 18 Eq. 18; Whittaker v. Kershaw (1890), 
45 Ch. D. 320, 0. A. 

id) Jtrvis V. Woljersian, supra; see QiUins v. Steele (1818), 1 Swan. 199. 

it) Hilliard v. Fuiford (1876), 4 Ch. D. 389. 

(/) Livesey v. Livesey (1827), 3 Russ. 287; Cooper ▼. Pitcher (1845), 4 
Ilure, 485. 

0/) As to set-off in bankruptcy, see title Bankruptcy, Vol. XL, p. 211 ; and, 
generally, see title Set-ofp and Counterclaim. 
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Sect, !• no right of set-off exists at law, and each party would be obliged to 
Ifqoltable sue in a different action to recover his own debt (ft). At law a right 
BattcA to set off mutual debts between the plaintiff and defendant, or 

— between either party and a deceased person of whom the other 

party was executor or administrator, was given by the Statutes of 
Set-off (0; and a right of set-off where there have been mutual 
credits, mutual debts, or other mutual dealings has been, under 
successive bankruptcy statutes, allowed in bankruptcy (ft). 

Set^iriii Before these statutes, the Court of Chancei^ recognised the right 
to set off(i). It was natural equity that cross-demands should 
compensate each other, by deducting the less sum from the greater, 
and the difference was the only sum which was justly due (m). But 
equity did not allow set-off as between mutual independent debts 
generally. In addition to the existence of cross-demands, it was 
necessary that there should be some special equity to call for a 
set-off (n). Such equity existed where, although the debts were 
distinct, one party had given credit to the other on the faith of the 
debt to himself being paid(o). 

And where there are cross-demands between two parties of such 
a nature that, if both were recoverable at law, they would be the 
subject of legal set-off, then if either of the demands is matter of 
equitable jurisdiction, the set-off will be enforced in equity (p). 

(/*) Orem v. J’amcr (1768), 4 Burr. 22U, per Lord Mansfield, at p. 222i; 
compare Dale v. Sdllet (1767), 4 Burr. 2133. 

(i) Stat. (1728) 2 Geo. 2, c. 22, s. 13 ; stat. (1734) 8 Geo. 2, c. 24, s. 4 ; both 
now repeal^, though only as regards the Supreme Court of Judicature by the 
Civil Procedure Acts Bepeal Act, 1879 (42 & 43 Viet. c. 69) ; but the statutory 
right IS preserved by B. S. C., Oid. 19, r. 3. 

(ft) Beginning with slat. (1704) 4 Ann. c. 17, s. 11; and stat. (1731) 
6 Geo, 2, c. 80, s. 28 ; and now under the Bankruptcy Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Viet. 
0. 52), 8. 38. 

(/) Ex parte Stephene (1803), 11 Ves. 24, per Lord Eldon, L.C., at p. 27 ; Ex 
parte lilagden (181^, 19 Yes. 465, 467 ; see Freeman v. Lnmae (1851), 9 Hare, 
109, per Tubneb, V.-O., atpp. 112, 113. 

(m) Green v. Farmer ^ evpra^per Lord Mansfield, C.J., at p. 2220. 

(a) Eaweon y. Samuel (1841), Or. & Ph. 161, per Lord Cottenham, L.O., at 
p. 178 : ** Equitable set-off exists in cases where the party seeking the benefit 
of it can show some suitable ground for being protected against his adversary *s 
demand;” doubting Williame v. Davtee (1829), 2 Sim, 461; see Whyte v. &Brien 
(1824), 1 Sim. & St. 551. Otherwise equity foUows the statutory right at law 
{Ex parte Stephene, eupra; Jamee v. Eynnier (1799), 6 Vos. 108). The set-off is 
restnoted to liquidated demands {Bawa<m v. fibrnnel, supra ; Beet v. HiU (1872), 
L. E. 8 0. P. 10), unless the unliquidated daim directly impeaches the right to 
recover the cross-olaim {Piagott v. Williams (1821), Maud. & G. 95). 

(o1 Thus, where A. is indebted to B. in £10,000 on bond, and B. borrows of 
A. £2,000 on his own bond, the bonds being payable at different times, the 
natme of the transaction leads to the presumption that there was a mutual 
credit between the parties as to the £2,000, as an ultimate set-off pro ianJto from 
^e debt of £10,000 (Story, a 1435). In all cases of mutual credit it is natural 
justice and equity that only the balance should be paid {Laneehorough (^d) 
V. Jones (1716), 1 P. Wms. 325, per Lord Cowpeb, L.O., at p. 326) ; this is based 
on the presumed intention or agreement of the parties ; ** the least evidence of 
an agreement for a stoppage [«.e. a set-off] will do ; and in these cases equity 
will take hold of a very slight thing to do both poMes right” (Jeffs v. Wood 
(1723), 2 P. Wma 127, 130; see Ex parte Fresoot (1753), 1 Atk. 230, 231). 

(p) Clark V. Cort (1840), Cr. A Ph. 154 ; Freeman v. Xomoa, supra ; 
compare Thornton v. Maynard (1875), L. B. 10 C. P. 695, 699 ; Taylor v* 
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But equity, following the law, usually requires that the debts which Baor. i. 
are to be set off against each other shall be due from and to the Kauitable 
parties in the same right. It does not allow a set-off of debts Be^tt 
accruing in different rijghts (q) — as of a joint debt against a separate 
debt (r) — unless there is a series of transactions clearly showing that 
joint credit was given on account of the separate debt (a) ; or of a 
debt due from an executrix and residuary legatee against a debt due 
to her testator (0* 

In order that demands may be set off against each other, it is 
necessary t^t each should be recoverable by action (a), since set- 
off is in the nature of a cross-action (b), and set-off cannot be used 
so as indirectly to make a debt transferable which is by statute not 
transferable (c). Where, under an order of the court or an 
arbitrator's award, each party has to pay a sum to the other, tho 
sums are set off(d); but there is no set off of costs in independent 
proceedings (e). 

195. Where a testator leaves a legacy or a share of residue to Retainer of 
his debtor, the debtor is not entitled to receive anything out of the 
estate until he has paid his debt, and consequently the executor can Bh^e^of ' 
retain the debt out of the legacy or share of residue, even though it residua 
is statute-barred (/). Where the debtor has become bankrupt 


Taylor (1875), L. B. 20 Eq. 155, ICO; see, generally, title Set-off ard Oounxer- 

OLAI^. 

(o) Story, 8. 1437; Freeman v. Lomas (1851), 9 Hare, 109, 114 ; see Caven- 
dish V. Oeaves (1857), 24 Beav. 163 ; Black tSc Co*b Case (1872), 8j0h. App. 254, 261 ; 
Phillips V. Ilowdlt [1901] 2 Ch. 773. For cases where set-off was allowed, or a 
debt extinguished, where the debt was the husband^s, and a sum was due to the 
wife, see Re Pricey deceased. Price v. Price (1879), 11 Ch. D. 163, 0. A. ; Re 
Batchelor, Sloper v. Oliver (1873), L. B. 16 Eq. 481 ; Re Briant, Ponlter v. Shachl 
(1888), 39 Ch. D. 471. A debt may be set off though acquired by assignment 
(Benmit y. IVhite (1910), 103 L.T. 52, 0. A., reversing S. 0. [19101 2 K. B. 1). 

(r) Ex parte Twogood (1805), 11 Yes. 517 ; Addis v. Knight\lSn), 2 Mer. 117, 
122 ; but this may be done in the interest of a joint debtor who is a surety {Ec 
parte Hanson (1811), 18 Yes. 232; (1806), 12 Yes. 346), or where there is fraud 
raising a special equity to a set-off {Ex parte Stephens (1805), 11 Yes. 24). 


(a) Vulliamy v. Nolle (1817), 3 Mer. 593, 618. 

b: 


(^) Bishc^ V. Church (1748), 3 Atk. 691 ; see Cherry v. Boulthee (1839), 4 
My. & Cr. 442 ; Freeman v. Lomas, svpra; Middleton v. Pollock, Ex parte Magee 
(1875), L. B. 20 Eq. 29; Re Willis, Percival & Co,, Ex parte Morier (1879), 
i2 Ch. D, 491, 0. A. But set-off may be allowed as between a debtor to the 
estate and the administrator and sole next of kin after the estate has been 
cleared {Jones v. Mgssep (1844), 3 Hare, 568). 

(а) Francis y. Dodsworth (1847), 4 0, B. 202, 220 ; Rawley y. Rawley (1876), 
1 Q. B. B. 460, 0. A. ; Smith y. Betty, [1903] 2 KB. 317, C. A. 

(б) Walker v. Clements (1850), 15 Q. B. 1046 ; see B. 8. 0., Ord. 19, r. 3. 
Hence a statute-barred debt cannot be set off against a debt not barrel ( Walker 
y. Clements, supra), 

(c) Oathercofe v. Smith (1881), 17 Ch. B. 1, 0. A. 

(d) PHngUy, Qloag (1879), 10 Oh. B. 676; B. 8. C., Ord. 65, rr. 14, 27 (21); 
see Ooo^wow y. Qray, [1899] 2 Q. B. 498, C. A, 

(«) David v. Rees, [1904] 2 KB. 435, 0. A. ; Bake r, French, [1907] 1 Ch* 
428 ; and see title Set-off and Oountebolaik. 

(/) Courtenay y. Williams (1844), 3 Hare, 539; CoaUs y. Coates (18641, 33 
Beay. 249 ; and see title Exboutobs and ADinNisTEAXOBS. This is a right of 
the executor to pay hitwAlf out of the fund in hand, rather than set off 
{Cherry y. Boulthe^ supra, at p. 447); imd where legate is entitled to 


^ ^ the principle that a debtor to an estate 

must oontribute to the general mass of the estate what he owes to it before 


.a share of residue, it may be 
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in the lifetime of tlio testator, the executors are entitled to receive 
only dividends on the debt, and they are not entitled to retain the 
whole debt out of the legacy (p), notwithstanding that the testator 
did not prove in the bankruptcy (h). But if the bankruptcy occurs 
after the testator’s death, the executors are entitled to retain the 
legacy to meet the debt (i). if the debt is ascertained (fc) and they 
have not proved in the bankruptcy (/). 

In the winding up of companies a creditor of the company who is 
also a shareholder is not allowed to set off the debt against calls on 
his shares ; before participating as a creditor in the assets, ho must 
make the contribution to the assets which is due from him (m). 

An assignee of a chose in action takes subject to rights of set-off 
between the debtor and creditor (n), unless expressly excluded by 
the contract creating the chose in action or otherwise (o). 

Sect, 2. — Release and Waiver. 

196 . At law a right of action arising solely on an instrument 
under seal can only be released under seal; a right of action 
arising otherwise can be discharged either by release under seal or 
by accord and satisfaction (p) ; but in equity an agreement to 
release the right made for valuable consideration is in all cases 
effective as a release, and this rule now applies both to leg^l and 
equitable rights {q). Moreover, although there is no consideration, 

can claim an aliquot share out of it (He AkermaUf Akerman v. Akerman^ [1891] 
3 Ch. 212 , 219) ; but the share must be payable to the debtor as legatee, not to 
a legatee under whom the debtor claims {Re Bruce^ Lawford y. Bruce, [1908] 
2 Oh. 682, 0. A.) ; and the debt must bo immediately payable {Re Abrahams, 
Ahrnham$ v. AhrahamB, [1908] 2 Oh. 69). Executors cannot retain the debt 
after they have appropriated funds to meet the legacy and have become trustees 
of it {Ballard v. Marsden (1880), 14 Ch. D. 374). As to the application of the 
principle between a company and a debenture-holder, see Re Ooy Co,, Ltd,, 
Farmer v. Ooy Co„ Ltd., [1900] 2 Oh. 149. 

(</) Cherry v. Boultlee (1839), 4 My. & Cr. 442 ; Re Orpen, Beewick v. Orpen 
(1880), 16 Ch. D, 202, 

I /i) Re JJodgaon, Hodgson v. Fox (1878), 9 Cli, D. 673. 

♦) Re Watson, Turner v. Watson, [1896] 1 Ch. 926, 

Ar) Re Binns, Lee v. Binns, [1896] 2 Ch. 684. 

1) Armstrong y, Armstro'\g {\H*l\), L. R. 12 Eq. 614; Stammers ▼. Elliott 
(1868), 3 Ch. App. 195 ; compare as to claims in winding-up. Re West Coast Cold 
Fields, Ltd,, Rowds Trustee's Claim, [1906] 1 Ch. 1, 0. A, 

(tn) CrisselVs Case (1866), 1 Ch. App. 628 ; Re West of England Bank, Ex parte 
Brown (1879), 12 Ch, I). 823; Re Auriferous Properties, Ltd,, [1898] 1 Ch. 691 ; 
Re Hiram Maxim Lamp Co,, [190^ 1 Ch. 70. 

(n) Roxhurghey, Cox ^881), 17 On. D. 520, 626, C. A. ; Newfoundland {Govern- 
ment) y, Newfoundland Rail, Co, (1888), 13 App. Oas. 199 ; compare Green y, Sevin 
(1879), 13 Ch. D. 689, where in specitic peri'oimance the defendant was allowed 
to deduct his costs from the purchase-money against a mortgagee whose mort- 
gage was subsequent to the contract of sale. 

(o) E,g,, under the common clause in debentures making them assignable 
free from equities. As to set-oif between a company and a trade customer, 
notwithstancung a floating charge created by debentures, see Biggerstaff v. 
Rowatt's Wharf, Ltd,, Howard v. Bowatfs Wharf, Ltd,, [1896] 2 Ch. 93 , C. A. ; 
Ndson {Edward) dt Co,, Ltd, y. Faber db Co,, [1903] 2 K, B, 367 ; and see p. 104, 
ante, 

(p) See title Contraot, Yol. YIl., pp. 441 et sea,, where these and other 
mewods of discharging a right of action ore discussed. 

( 9 ) Steeds y. Steeds (1889), 22 Q. B. D. 637 ; Edwa/rds v. Walters, [1896] 2 Ch, 
167, 168, 0. A* 
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a release of an equitable right of action can, it would seem, be ^ 

eiTected by instrument under band, or even verbally, provided the Release and 
intention is to grant an immediate release (r) ; and such a release. Waiver, 
though not in itself effective as to a legal right of action, will 
become effective if the legal right of action is subsequently extin* 
guished («). But in practice a gratuitous release of a legal or 
equitable right of action should be under seal. 

197. Waiver is the abandonment of a right, and is either WaiTcr, 
express or implied from conduct. A person who is entitled to the 
benefit of a stipulation in a contract or of a statutory provision (0 
may waive it, and allow the contract or transaction to proceed as 
though the stipulation or provision did not exist. Waiver of this 
kind depends upon consent (a), and the fact that the other party 
has acted upon it is sufficient consideration (h). Where the waiver 
is not express, it may be implied from conduct which is inconsistent 
with the continuance of the right (c). 

Where the right is a right of action, or an interest in property, 
an express waiver depends upon the same considerations as a 
release. If it is a mere statement of an intention not to insist upon 
the right, it is not effectual unless made with consideration ; but 
where there is consideration the statement amounts to a promise 
and operates as a release (<i). And although there is no express 

(r) The gratuitous release of an equitable demand appears to bo subject to 
the same considerations as the gratuitous assignment or release of an equitable 
interest in property ; see title Deeds and Otiier Instruments, Vol. X., pp. 376, 

377, and tno discussion there of Jle Hancock^ Hancock v. Berrey (1888), 67 L. J. 

(CH.) 793. And there seems to be no objection to its being verbal, provided 
the evidence of the release is clear; compare Strong v. Bird fl874), li. E. 18 
Eq. 315 ; but the evidence must show an immediate i^elease, not a mere expres* 
sion of intention not to enforce the debt {Bym v, Godfrey (1798), 4 Ves. 6). 

(«) Strong v. Bird, supra ; and see other cases cited note (u), j). 98, ante, 

(^) But sometimes waiver of a statutory provision is forbidden, e,g.^ the 
** waiver clause ” in a prospectus (Companies (Consolidation) Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, 
c. 69), 8. 81 (4) ). 

(a) E,g.t waiver of notice prior to sale by a mortgagee [Selwyn v. Oar fit 
(^1888), 38 Ch. D. 273, 0. A., per BowEN, L.J., at p. 284 : ** waiver is consent to 
dispense with the notice ** ; Me Thompson and Holt (1890), 44 Ch. D. 492) ; and as 
to waiver of stipulations in a contract, see title Contract, Yol. Yll. ; and as to 
parol waiver of the contract itself, see Price v. Dyer (1810), 17 Ves 366. Delay 
m not necessarily waiver, though it may be evidence of waiver (8du)yn v. Garfit^ 
supra) ; and see Damlcy (Earl) v. London^ Chatham and Dover Rad, Co, (1867), 

L, E. 2 H. L. 43. 

(5) See Re Stokoe, Ex parU Jfoore (1876), 2 Ch. D. 802, C. A. (waiver of 
statutory requirement as to time for disclaimer by trustee in bankruptcy). 

(c) Kte:iie v. Biscoe (1878), 8 Ch. D. 201, 203 (acceptance of mortgage interest 
in arrear not inconsistent with, and therefore not a waiver of right to call in 
principal for non-punctual payment; but see Norton v. Wood (1830), 1 Euss. & 

M. 178). As to waiver of forfeiture or of notice to quit, see title Landlord and 
Tenant. 

{d) ** A waiver is nothing unless it amounts to a release. It is by a release, 
or sometliing ^uivalent only, that an equitable demand can be taken away. A 
mere waiver signifies nothing more than an intention not to insist upon the 
right, which in equity will not without consideration bar the right any more 
than at law accord and satisfaction would be a plea {Stackhouse v. Bamston 
(1806), 10 Yes. 463, per Qrant, M.E., at p. 466). Similarly a promise not to 
enforce an accrued legal right, e,g., a right to seize goods under a bill of sale, is 
not binding unless there is consideration for it, or the debtor has altered his 
position {IviUiams v. Stem (1879), 6 Q. B. D. 409, 0. A). 

U,U— XIU, 
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waiver, the person entitled to the right may so conduct himself 
that it becomes inequitable to enforce it, and this is sometimes 
called an implied waiver. But in such cases the right is lost either 
on the ground of estoppel, or of acquiescence, whether by itself or 
accompanied by delay (e). 

198. For a release ( f) or waiver (p) to be effectual it is essential 
that the person granting it should be fully informed as to his rights ; 
and similarly, a confirmation of an invalid transaction is inoperative 
unless the person confirming knows of its invalidity (ft). 

Sect. 8. — Acquiescence. 

199. The term “ acquiescence ** is used in two senses. In its 
proper legal sense it implies that a person abstains from interfering 
while a violation of his legal rights is in progress (i) ; in another 
sense it implies that he refrains from seeking redress when a 
violation of his rights, of which he did not know at the time, is 
brought to his notice. Here the term is used in the former sense ; 
in the second sense acquiescence is an element in laches (ft). 

200. Acquiescence operates by way of estoppel. It is quiescence 
in such circumstances that assent may reasonably be inferred, 
and is an instance of estoppel by words or conduct ({). Conse- 
quently, if the whole circumstances are proper for raising this 
estoppel, the party acquiescing cannot afterwards complain of the 
violation of his right. For this purpose the lapse of time is of no 
importance. He is estopped immediately by his conduct; and 
hence the effect of acquiescence is expressly preserved by the Beal 


(f) Thus, from the open use of premises for many years in violation of a 
rostrictivo covenant n waivor or release of the covenant will be presumed 
{ilcp worth V. Picklf8f [1900] 1 Ch, 108). A cestui que trust who obtains part 
satisfaction of a breach of trust does not thorolw waive his right to further 
relief {Jte Cross, Ilarsion v. Tenison (1882), 20 Ch. i), 109, 122, 0, A.). 

(/) Ihisey V. Deslouverie (1734), 3 P. Wms. 315 ; Jiamsden v. IJylton, Uylton 
T. IHscos (1761), 2 Vcs. 8on. 304 ; see McCarthy v. Decaix (1831), 2 Buss. & M. 
614. 

(ff) V. Vyvyan (1861), 30 Beav. 65 ; see Moxon v. Payne (1873), 8 

Ch. App. 881, 885 ; Federal Sitjqtly Co, v. Angehrn (1910), 26 T. li. B. 626, P. 0. 

(A) Crowe v. Ballard (1790), 3 Bro. 0. C. 117; Roche v. O^Brien (1810), 1 
Ball & B. 330; Savery v. King (1856), 5 H. L. Cas. 627. 

(t) If a party having a right stands by and sees another dealing with tlfb 
property in a manner inconsistent with that right, and makes no objection 
while the act is in progress, he cannot afterwards complain. That is the proper 
sense of the word * acquiescence ’ {Leeds {Duke) v. Amherst {Earl) (1846), 2 Ph. 
117, per liord OoTTEKlXASf, L.C., at p. 124). 

(A) See p. 169, post, 

{1) De Bussche v. Alt (1878), 8 Ch. D. 286, C. A. ; compare Kent v. Jackson 
(1851), 14 Beav. *367. Tne estoppel rests upon the circumstance that the party 
shinding by in effect makes a misrapresentation as to a fact, namely, his own 
title. A mere statement that ho intends to do something-^ to abandon his 
right — is not enough {Jorden v. Money (1854), 5 H. L. Oas. 185, 214, 215; 
Citizens* Bank qf Zouisiana v. First Ndiional Bank of New Orleans (1873), 
L. B. 6 H. L. 352, 360). The principle of estoppel by representation applies 
both in law and in equity, though its application to acquiescence is eqnitable 
(see Ashb., p. 635; and see title E8TOFPSL,pefl; B. v« (Inhmlanls) 

(1796), 6 Term Bap. 554, 5561 
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Proi^rty Limitation Act, 1888 (m), & 25, as regards matters falling Saor. a 
within that statute. But when once the violation has been com* Acqiiiei^ 

pleted without any knowledge or assent upon the part of the person eenoe. 

whose righthas been infringed, the legal result is quite different. A 
right of action has then vested in Um which, as a general rule, 
cannot be divested without accord and satisfaction or release under 
seal 00. 

201. When A. stands by while his right is being infringed Elements in 
by B., the following circumstances must be present in order that 

tlie estoppel may be raised against A. (a) : (1) B. must be mistaken 
as to his own legal rights ; if he is aware that he is infringing the 
rights of another, he takes the risk of those rights being asserted (h) ; 

(2) B. must expend money, or do some act, on the faith of his 
mistaken belief (c) ; otherwise, he does not suffer by A.*s subsequent 
assertion of his rights ; (8) acquiescence is founded on conduct with 
a knowledge of one’s legal rights, and hence A. must know of his 
own rights (d ) ; (4) A. must know of B.*s mistaken belief ; with that 
knowledge it is inequitable for him to keep silence and allow B. to 
proceed on his mistake (e) ; (5) A. must encourage B. in his 
expenditure of money or otlier act, either directly or by abstaining 
from asserting his legal right (/). 

202. The doctrine of acquiescence operating as an estoppel has ApUcatfonf 
been applied where a person interested in property, whether as ^ 
owner or incumbrancer, has stood by while another has purchased ** 

what he supposed to be a good title to the property; thus the person so 
standing by cannot afterwards set up his title against the innocent 


(m) 3 & 4 Will. 4, c. 27, 8. 25. 

(n) J)e Ifussc/ie v. A/t (1878), 8 Ch. D. 286, C. A. ; see p. 164, ante, 

(a) JVil/mott v. Bather (1880), 15 Ch. I). 90, prr Fry, J., at p. 105 ; Civil 
Service Musical Instrument Association v Wtitman (1899), 68 L. J. (cn.) 484. 

(5) If a person builds on land of another knowing him to be the owner 
thereof, there is no principle of equity which would prevent the owner fi’om 
claiming the land with the benefit of all the expenditure on it {Ramsden y. Dyson 
(1866), jL. E. 1 II. L. 129, fcr Lord Cranworth, L.C., at p. 141 ; compare 
Bennie v. Young (1868), 2 Be G. & J. 136, 0. A. ; Story, s. 799 b). 

(c) Dann ▼. opurrier (1802), 7 Ves. 231, 235; Rochdale Canal Co, v. King 
(1861), 2 Sim. (n. s.) 78 ; Archbold v. Scully (1861), 9 H. L. Cos. 360, 383. 

fd) Neesom v. ClarJeson (1845), 4 Hare, 97. 

(e) The knowle^e by A. of B.'s mistake imposes on A. the duty to undeceive 
him. ** The doctrine as to a person lying by so as to create an equity against 
him arises .... if he knows facts which are unknown to the other persons 
acting in violation of the right which those facts give, and does not inform them 
about it, but lies by and lets them run into a trap ** {Russell v. Waits (1883), 25 
Ch. D. 569, C. A., per (kiTTOW, L. J., at p. 570), a principle not affected by the 
reversal of the decision on appeal (10 App. Cas. 590) ; it is his duty to be active 
and to state his adverse title {Ramsden v. Dyson^ supra, at p. 141 ; Ashb., 
p. 636). The duty to give information is of course stiU grater when the 
person lying by, and permitting expenditure by another, is in a fiduciary 
relation to that other (see Cawdor {Lord) v. Letois (1835), 1 T. 4t 0. (EX.) 427). 

(/) The estoppel is founded on the consideration that it is fraudulent under 
the circumstances for A. not to mve notice to B. (see Savage v. Foster (1723), 9 
Mod. fiep. 35 ; 1 White & Tud. L. 0., 7th ed., p. 455). But if he gives notice 
of a claim, this is sufficient to avoid the equity against him, although he doM 
not repeat it while the expenditure is being incuri^, and although the claim ii 
excesave {Clare Hall {Master etc.) y. Harding (1848), 6 Haze, 273). 
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Sior. t. parcba 8 er( 9 ),or a parson deriving title under hun(ft). And it has been 
Aequiss* applied where the owner, knowing his own title to land, has suflrered 

cease. another who was ignorant of that title to expend money on the land 

in buildings or other improvements (») ; and the person so expending 
money will be entitled to have his supposed title to the property 
confirmed (A), or, at any rate, to be compensoted for his outlay (i). 

Sect. 4. — Laehe$, 

TIm defnee 203. A plaintiff in equity is bound to prosecute his claim 

of Ucbet. without undue delay. This is in pursuance of the principle which 

underlies the Statutes of Limitation, vigilantibm et non dormientibuB 
lex succurrit (m). A court of equity refuses its aid to stale demands, 
where the plaintiff has slept upon his right and acquiesced for a 
great length of time (n). He is then said to be barred by his laches. 
The defence of laches, however, is only allowed where there is no 
statutory bar. If there is a statutory bar, operating either 
expressly or by way of analogy, the plaintiff is entitled to the full 
statutory period before his claim becomes unenforceable (o) ; and 

(</) “ For it was apparent fraud in him not to give notice of his title to the 
intended purchaser ” {Savage v. Foster ( 1723), 9 Mod. Rep. 3o ; see //obbs v. Norton 
(1G82), 1 Vern. 136; Clare v. Dedfcn'd' {Earl) (1690), 13 Vin. Abr. 536; 2 Vem. 
151 ; cited in Bath {Earl) v. Movniaytie {Earl) (1693), 3 Cas. in Ch. 55, 85, 104 ; 
Berriaford v, Mihvard (1740), 2 Atk. 49 ; Nicholson v. Hooper (1838), 4 My. & 
Cr. 179, 185, 186; Boydv, Belton {IHii), 1 Jo. & Lai 730; Strange v. Ilawhea 
0 853). 4 De G. M. & G, 186, 196, C. A. ; Olliver v. King (1856), 8 Do G. M. & 
G. 110, 0. A. ; compare Vaughan v. Vanderstegen (1854), 2 Drew. 363; Sharpe 
V. Foy (1868), 4 Ch. App. 35; Be LusFs Trusts (1869), 4 Ch. App. 591). 
Ordinarily, ignorance of his title on the part of the person standing by prevents 
the estoppel being raised against him (Dyer v. Dyer (1682), 2 Cas. in Ch. 108) ; 
but not in the case of a marriage settloment ; at any rate where he is a near 
relation of one of the spouses (Teasdale v. Teasdak (1726), Cas. temp. King, 
69 ; see Olliver v. A7i/y, suproy at p, 118). A married woman cannot be deprived 
of her separate property, as to which she is restrained from anticipation, by 
estoppel (BaUman (Xady) v. F'aher, [1898] 1 Ch. 144, C. A.). 

(A) Nicholson v. llooper^ supra. 

U) Htining v. Ferrers (1710), Gilb. (cn.) 85; East India Co, v, Vincent (1740), 
2 Atk. 83; Steed v. Whitaker (1740), Barn, (on.) 220; Stiles v. Cowper (1748), 3 
Atk. 692; Shannon v. Bradetreet (1803), 1 ^h. & Let, 52, 73, 74 ; see Oxford's 
(Earl) Case (1616), 1 Rep. Ch. 1 ; 1 White & Tud. L. C., 6th ed., p. 730. 

(A) Ramsaen v. Dyson (1866), L. R. 1 H. L. 129, Lord Cranworth, L.O., 
at p. 140: ** If a stranger begins to build on my land supposing it to be his 
own, and I, perceiving his mistake, abstain from setting nim right, and leave 
him to persevere in his error, a oourt of equity will not allow me afterwards 
to assert my title to the land on which he nad expended money on the sup- 
position that the land was hie own ** ; Proctor v. Bennis (1887), 36 Ch. D. 740, 
760, C. A. ; see Powell v. Thomas (1848), 6 Hare, 300. 

(/) Neesom v. Clarkson (1845), 4 Ilare, 97 ; see Plimmer v. Wellington Corpora^ 
(ion (1884), 9 App. Cos. 699, P. C. ; and compare Clavering's Case (undated), 
citod in Jackson v. Cator (1800), 6 Ves. 688, 690. 

(m) Chdtmondfdty {Marquis) v. Clinton {Lord) (1820), 2 Jac. & W. 1, 140. 

(w) Smith V. Clay (1767), 3 Bro. C. C. 639, n., per Lord Camden; see Pickering 
▼. Stamford (Lord) (1793), 2 Vos. 272, 280. 

(o) Archb^d v. ScuHy (1861), 9 U. L. Cas. 860, per Lord Wknsleydale, at 
p. 383 ; Rochdale Canal Co, v. King (185^, 2 Sim. (n. s.) 78, 89 ; Re Baker ^ 
Collins V. Rhodes^ Re Seaman^ Rhodes v. rfwA (1881), 20 Ch. D. 230, 0. A.: 
Re Maddever^ Three 2'owns Ranking Co, v. Maddever (1884), 27 Ob. D. 523, 
0. A. ; Penny v. Allen (1857), 7 Bo G. M. * G. 409, 426 ; see Moors v. Marriott 
(1878), 7 Ob. J), 643, 646; Re Birch, Roe v. Rirch (1884), 27 Ch. D. 622 ; and 
eoinpare Kldridge v. Knott (1744}» 1 Cowp, 214. 
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an injunction in aid of a legal right is not barred till the legal Bwt. 4 . 
right is barred (p), though laches may be a bar to an interlocutory Xaaches. 
injunction (^), 

204. The legislature, in enacting a statute of limitation, The naturo o( 
specifies fixed periods after which claims are barred ; equity does 

not fix a specific limit, but considers the circumstances of each 
cas6(r). In determining whether there has been such delay 
as to amount to laches the chief points to be considered are 
(1) acquiescence on the plaintiffs part, and (2) any change of 
position that has occurred on the defendant’s part. Acquiescence 
in this . sense does not mean standing by while the violation of a 
right is in progress, but assent after the plaintiff has become aware 
of the violation. It is unjust to give the plaintiff a remedy where 
he has by his conduct done that which might fairly be regarded as 
equivalent to a waiver of it; or where by his conduct and neglect 
he has, though not waiving the remedy, put the other party in a 
position in which it would not be reasonable to place him if the 
remedy were afterwards to be asserted. In such cases lapse of 
time and delay are most material. Upon these considerations rests 
the doctrine of laches («). 

205. The chief element in laches is acquiescence, and sometimes Acquieicenoe 
this has been described as the sole ground for creating a bar in f" 
equity by the lapse of time(0« Acquiescence implies that the ® 
person acquiescing is aware of his rights, and is in a position to 
complain of an infringement of them (a). Hence acquiescence 
depends on knowledge, capacity, and freedom. As regards 
knowledge, persons cannot be said to acquiesce in the claims of 

others unless they are fully cognisant of their right to dispute 


( p) Fullwood V. Fullwood (1878), 9 Cb. D. 176; compare Cooper v. IIMude 
(1860), aO Beav. 160, 167. 

{q\ Johnson'^* Wyatt (1863), 2 De O. J. & S. 18 ; especially whore expenditure 
has oeen incurred by the defendant {IJirmiugham Canal Co. y. Lloyd (1812), 18 
Ves. 315 ; Great Western Rail. Co. v. Oxfierd^ Worcester and Wolverhampton Rail, 
Co. (1853), 3 De O. M. & G. 341, 339, 0. A,). 

(r) Smith V. Clay (1767), 3 Bro. 0, C. 639, n. 

(«) Lindsay Petroleum Co. y. Hurd (1874), L. R. 6 P. 0. 221, per Lord 
Selboiine, atp. 239 : **Two circumstances always important in such cases are, 
the length of the delay and the nature of the acts done during the interval, 
which might affect eitner party and cause a balance of justice or injustice in 
taking the one course or the other, so far as relates to the remedy ** ; see 
Frlanger y. Netv Sombrero Phosphate Co. (1878), 3 App. Oas. 1218, per Lord 
Biackdurn, at p. 1279 ; Re Sharpe, Re Bennett, Masonic and General Life 
Assurance Co. y. Sharpe, [1892] 1 Ch. 154, 168, C. A. ; Roche/oucaidd v. Boustead 
[1897] 1 Ch. 196, 210, C. A. ; Re Gallard, Ex parte Oallard, [1897] 2 a B. 815. 

(t) ** Length of time, where it does not operate as a statutory or positive bar, 
operates, as I apprehend, simply as evidence of assent or acquiescence,*’ per 
Turnkb, L.J., in Life Association of Scotland y. Siddal, Cooper v. Orcene (1S61), 
3 De G. F. & J. 58, 72, C. A. ; compare Morse v. Royal (1806), 12 Yes. 355, 374. 

(a) From the difficulty of concerted action, laches is lees readily imputed to a 
class than to au individual {A.-O. v. Bradford Canal (Proprietors) (1866), 
L. E. 2 £q. 71, 82; Evans v. Smaltcombe (1868), L. E. 3 H. L. 249, 259; 
Boswell y. Cooks (1884), 27 Ch. D. 424, 457, C. A.). As to {quiescence by share* 
holders in ultra vires acts of directors, see London Financial Association y. Kelh 
(1881), 26 Ch. D. 107, 152 ; Re Sharpe, Re Bennett, Masonic and General Life 
Assurance Co. v. Sharpe, supra. 
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theiii(W Bat it is not necessary that the plaints should have 
known the exact relief to which he was entitled ; it is enough that 
be knew the facts constituting his title to relief (c). As regards 
capacity, there is no acquiescence, and laches is not imputed, while 
the party is under the disability of infancy or lunacy (d); but it 
may be imputed to a married woman (e). As regards freedom, a 
person does not acquiesce while he is subject to such circumstances 
of undue influence or other pressure os to deprive him of the 
ability to give a true consent, and laches is not imputed until he is 
released from the position in which he is placed by these circum- 
stances (/). Poverty, added to other circumstances, is a material 
ingredient in deciding whether laches is to be imputed to a vendor 
who seeks to avoid a sale ; but by itself it does not prevent a waiver 
of a right (y). A remainderman may assent to a breach of trust 
while his interest is still future, and he will then be debarred 
from complaining of it ; but ordinarily he is not bound to enforce 
his rights, and delay does not prejudice him till after his interest 
has fallen into possession (/t). Moreover, there is no laches until 
the person entitled is ascertained (t). 


(i) Marker v. Marker (1851), 9 Hare, 1, 16 ; see Burrows v. Walls (1855), 5 
De 6. M. & G. 233 ; Beauchamp {Earl) v. Winn (1873), L. B. 6 H. L. 223, 249 ; 
Iai Banque Jacques^ Cartier v. La Banque d'Epargne de la CHS ft da District de 
Montreal (1887), 13 App. Cas. Ill, 118, P. C. ; Rees v. De Bernard}/, [1896] 
2 Cb. 437, 445. Under the S^tatutes of Limitation ignorance does not prevent 
the running of the stntuto (Rains v. Buxton (1880), 14 Cii. D. 537, compare 
Adnam v. Sandwich (Karl) (1877), 2 Q. B. 1). 485, 490 ; Irish Land Commission 
V. [1896] 2 1. R. 410) ; save in case of fraud (C7t55« v. Guild (1882), 9 

U. B. D, 59, 0. A.). 

(c) Sm Lindsay Petroleum Co, v. Hurd (1874), L. B. 5 P. 0. 221, at p. 241 ; 
but ordinarily a man is not held to confirm a titlo unless he was fully aware at 
the time, not only of the fact upon which the defect of titlo depends, but of the 
consequence in point of \ayr {(JockereU v. Cholmeley (1830), 1 Kuss. & M. 418, 
423) ; though, in general, when the facts are known from which a right arises, 
the right is presumed to be known (Stafford v. Stafford (1857), 1 Bo G. & J. 
193, 202, 0. A.). If he has been mistaken os to his rignts, he is not guilty 
of laches until he has discovered the mistake, or has had reasonable means 
of doing so (Brookshanh v. Smith (1836), 2 Y. & C. (ex.) 58 ; Baker v. 
Courage dt Co,, [1910] 1 £. B. 56; see Stone v. Godfrey (1854), 5 Be G. hL 
dt G. 76)« 

(d) march v. Russell (1837), S My. & Or. 81 ; Toung v. Harris (1891), 65 
L. T. 45; see Watson v. Toons (1820), Madd. & G. 153. 

(e) Derhishire v. Home (1853), 3 Be G. M. & G. 80, 102, 0. A. ; compare 
Sprange v. Lee, [1908] 1 Uh. 424, 431 ; and see Heath v. IT^tcMam (1880), 6 
L. B. Ir. 285. And now under the Married Women’s Property Act, 1882 
(45 & 46 Viet. 0 . 75), a mariied woman is for this purpose in the position of a 
feme sole. 


(/) Aylward v. Kearney (1814), 2 Ball & B. 463, 477 ; Gregory v. Gregory 
(1815), Coop. G. 201 ; Roberts v. Tunstall (1844), 4 Hare, 267 ; Allcard v. 
Skinner (1887), 86 Ch. D. 145, 163, 0. A. ; see Ihircell v. McNamara (1806), 14 
Ves. 91; and compare Dunbar v. Tredennick (1813), 2 Ball & B. 304, 317; 
Gowland v. De Earta (1811), 17 Ves. 20. 

(g) Rf^ts V. Tunstall, supra, 

(fi) Life Aesociation of Scotland ▼. Sidded, Cooper y* Greene (1861), 8 
Be G. P. & J. 58, 73, 0. A. ; Price v. Blakemore (1843), 6 Beay. 507 ; Kirwan y, 
Kennedy (1869), 8 1, R. Eq. 472, 484 ; BennHt y. Colley (1833), 2 My. & K. 225 ; 
Mjhrtens y. Andrews (18391, 3 Beay. 72 ; see Rutkr y. Carfer (1868), L. B. 5 Eq. 
276. But the omission ox the remainderman to take steps to nave the fund 
•ecured may bar him (ila Taylor, Atkinson y. Lord (1900), 81 L. T. 812) 

0) Caior y. Croydon Canal Co, (1841), 4 Y. ft 0. (KX.) 405. 
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When the rem^y is in respect of fraud, there is no laches so long Shot, a 
M the party defrauded remains, without any fault of his own, in LaoheSi 
ignorance of the fraud (A:) ; and a person who is entitled to rely 
on the fidelity of another is not bound to inquire as to the conduct fmud. 
of the other until be has reason lor suspicion (Z). Fraud is 
not condoned unless the injured party has full knowledge of all 
the facts, and of the equitable rights arising out of those facts (m). 

But when the fraud has been discovered relief must be sought 
promptly (n) ; and even in cases of gross fraud it may not be 
panted after a great lapse of time against innocent persons claim- 
ing under the fraudulent person (o). 

206 . Regard must be had to any change in the position of the Change in 
defendant which has resulted from the plaintiffs delay in bringing *^2^*“^* 
his action. This may be, for instance, because by the lapse of time ^ 

he has lost the evidence necessary for meeting the claim. A court of 
equity will not allow a dormant claim to be set up when the means 
of resisting it, if unfounded, have perished (p). And where the 
claim is to set aside a conveyance of property, the defendant may 
have settled his mode of living upon the assumption that the con- 
veyance was valid (q). The fact that property has passed through 
various hands, and that money has been expended on it, is a strong 
reason for not setting aside an improper sale by a trustee (r)* 

Any change in the position of the defendant tells more strongly 
against the plaintiff, if the latter has keen acquainted with the 
circumstances so as to make it inequitable for him to lie by («). 

And laches will be imputed where the plaintiff, with knowledge of 
his rights, has allowed the defendant to expend money in the belief 
that no claim will be made (0* 

207 . Apart from considerations as to the acquiescence of the Dclajiogroai 
plaintiff or the change of position of the defendant, the delay may ^ 

be so great as in itself to constitute laches and render the claim ^ * 


(/«) Rol/e V. Gregory (1861), 4 De O. J. k Sm, 670. 679; Roche v. O'Rrien 
(1810), 1 Ball & B. 630; see Vlanricarde (Marquis) v. Henning (1860), 30 Boav. 
175, per Bomilly, at p. 180: “ The fraud is considered to do discovered at 

the time \(hen such reasonable notice of ^i^hat has happened has been given to 
the person injured as to make it his duty, if he intends to seek redress, to make 
inquiry and to ascertain the circumstances of the case**; Browne v, McOHntock 
(1873), L. E. 6 H. L. 466. As to secret working of mines, see Bulli Coal Mining 
Co. V, Osborne, [1899] A. C. 351, P. 0. ; Ecdesiaetical Cummissioners for England 
V. North Eastern, Rail, Co, (1877), 4 Ch. D. 845. As to reopening accounts on 
the ground of fraud recently discovered, see Vernon v. Vawdrey (l740), 2 Atk. 
119 ; Allfrey v. AHfrey (1849), 1 Mac. & O. 87. 

(/) Rawlins v. Widekam (1858), 3 Do G. & J. 304, 0. A.; Detjemann v* 
Betjemann, [1896] 2 Ch. 474, C. A. 

! m) Moxon v. Payne (1873), 8 Ch. App. 881, 885, 
n) See Byrne v. Frere (1828), 2 Moll. 157. 
u) llerey v. Dinvmdy (1793), 2 Ves. 87, 92. 

p) Bright v. Legerion (1861), 2 Do G. F. & J. 606, per Lord Campbell, L.O., 
at p. 617; see Mathew v. Brise (1851), 14 Bear. 341, 346; WaU v. Aeseis Co,, 
[1905] A. C. 317, 329, 333 ; and as to cases of fraud, see Charter v. Trevelyan 
(1844), 11 CL & Fin. 714, 740, H. L. 

(o) Turner V, CoUine (1871), 7 Ch. App. 329; Allcard v. Skinner (1887), 36 
Ch.D. 146, 192.0.A. 

(r) Bonney v. Ridgard (1784), 1 Cox, Eq. Cas. 145. 

(s) Erlanger v. New Sombrero Phoephate Oo, (1878), 3 App. Oas. 1218, 1279* 
<f) Ream ?• SvMUeomhe (1868), L. B. 8 B. L. 849, &5« 
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h«ct. 4. stale, so that a court of equity will decline to enforce it (tt). Here 

Laches, the laches depends on the mere negligence of the plaintiff to enforce 

— his rights (v). And, in the absence of infancy or some circum- 

stance preventing an action, twenty years may be taken as the 
period which in practice will bar a claim on the ground of delay (x). 
But this is not so in the case of an express trust, and time alone — 
apart from the statute (y) — is no bar to an action for breach of 
trust (a), though, like any other equitable claim, it may be barred 
by acquiescence, whether this consists in assent to the breach of 
trust, or in subsequent condonation (/>), or by other circumstances 
which, combined with delay,make it inequitable to allow the action (c). 

Application 208. The practical application of the doctrine of laches depends 
of doctrine of upon the nature of the claim which it is sought to enforce. In 
laches. ordinary cases of claims to enforce equitable rights (d), where 


(u) In the case of a claim hy a company against a director in respect of a 
matter lUtra vires the company, acquiescence must be by all the shareholders 
and may be practically impossible, so that, apart from the Trustee Act, 1888 
(51 & 52 Yict. 0 . 69), no bar is ayailable unless mere lapse of time constitutes 
laches (Re Sharpe, Re Bennett, Masonic and General Life Assurance Co» y. 
Sharpe, [1892] 1 Ch. 164, 0. A.). 

(v) Harcourt v. White (1860), 28 Beav. 303, per Romilly, M.E., at p. 310 ; 
Williams v. Thrnnas, [1909] 1 Ch. 713, 722 fequitable action for dower); Brooks 
V. Muekleston, [1909] 2 Ch. 619, 623 (equitable mortgage of advowson) ; compare 
Blake V. Gale (1886), 31 Ch. D. 196, 210. 

(») Byrne y. Frere (1828), 2 Mol. 167, per IIaet, L.C., at p. 176 ; see Hercy 
V. Dinwoody (1793), 2 Ves. 87, where a creditor’s bill was dismissed after thirty, 
three years. But the yiew that time in itself is a bar has not always been 
accepted (see Bickering y. Stamford (Lord) (1796), 2 Ves. 681, where Arden, 
M.B., at p. 682, said there was no such thing as setting up length of time against 
an equitable demand as a complete bar, and, at the instance of a next of kin, 
declared a charitable bequest yoid after thirty-five years). In certain cases 
referred to later special promptitude is required, and a much shorter period 
than twenty years will be a bar. And in claims affecting land twelye yeare may 
beabM(TVt/Ziam« y. Thomas, [1909] 1 Ch. 713, 722, though this seems a case of 
applying the analog of the Statute of Limitations ; see p. 11 5, post). As to a claim 
by a ward against his guardian, see Sleeman y. Wilson (1871), L. R. 13 Eq. 36. 

(y) Trustee Act, 1888 (51 & 62 Viet. o. 59), s. 8 ; see title Limitation op 
Actions. 

(a) McDonndl y. White (1666), 11 H. L, Cas. 570, Lord Westbury, L.C., at 
p. 679; Re Cross, Harstony , Tenison (1882), 20 Oh. I). 109, 0. A. ; Rochefoumuld 
V. Boustead, [1897] 1 Ch. 196, 212, C. A. Charities are subject to the Real 
Property Limitation Acts (Magdalen CoUege, Oxford (President etc.) v. A.-G. 
(1867), 6 n. L. Cas. 189, 207). 

(h) As to acquiescence being a bar to a cestui que trust, see Brice v. Stokes 
(1806), 11 Ves. 319 ; Walker y. Symonds (1818), 3 Swan. 1, 64 ; MaWanda* Case 
(1863), 4 De G. M. & G. 769, 779, 0. A. ; Burrows v. Walls (1866), 5 De G, M. 
& G. 233, 261 ; Farrant y. Blanch/ord (1863), 1 De G. J. & Sm. 107 ; Fletcher 
V. Collis, [1906] 2 Oh. 24. 

(c) HarcouH y. WhiU (1860), 28 Beay. 303, 310; M'Donnel v. White, supra; 
Carey y. Cuthhert (1873), 7 L R, Eq. 642 ; (1875), 9 I. R. Eq. 330; Re Cross, 
Earaton y. Tenismt, supra; Re Taylor (1900), 81 L. T. 812. 

(d) In connection with a claim to enforce an interest in a partnership Lord 
CHELHSFOim, L.O., in Qarhe and Chapman y. Hart (1858), 6 H. L. Cas. 633, 
diyid^ equitable interests into “ executed ** and “ executory,^* and he treat^ the 
dewtrine of laches as being confined to the latter class ; executed interests, he 
said, (»uld onljr be lost by conduct amounting to waiyer. But it is well settled 
uat we dootnne of laches applies to all eqmtable claims, including ftinitna for 
breaches of trust, which are the most important class of claims in respect of 
executed interests, and Lord Obblmspobd’s restriction of the doctrine of laches 
his not been adopted. The distinction which he really intended, perhaps, was 
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the delay is not so excessive as to be a bar in itself, the oottrt 
looks for evidence of the circumstances which constitute laches, 
namely, acquiescence by the plaintiff or change of position on 
the part of the defendant; and the plaintiff is not barred unless 
such evidence is given (e). This applies to claims against trustees 
and others in a fiduciary position to set aside sales (/), to 
claims to set aside a sale of a reversion (^), or a sale by a 
mortgagee (/i); to claims by mortgagees (i), or a beneficiary (fc), to 
follow assets ; and to claims in respect of partnership interests (/)• 
And it applies generally to claims in respect of breach of trust, 
subject, however, to the rule that time itself is no bar — that is, is 
not evidence of acquiescence (m). 

209. In certain classes of claims a stricter rule prevails, and the 
claim to relief in equity must be made with special promptitude. 
These are claims to establish constructive trusts, to set aside gifts 
made under undue influence, and to obtain specific performance or 
rescission of contracts. In cases of constructive trust, relief which 

between claims of the nature considered in this section, in which, in the absence 
of actual acquiescence, the plaintiff may not be barred for a considerable time, 
and claims of the nature considered in the following section, where the claim 
must be made promptly and even a slight delay may bo treated as laches. 

M See Pomfret t. Windaor (1752), 2 Vos. Sen. 472, 482; Stone v, Godfrey 
(1854), 6 De G. M. & O. 76. 

(/) As to purchases by trustees, see Hall v. Noyfe (1796), cited 3 Ves. 
748; Money. llmjal{lS0Q), 12 Ves. 355; Gregory v. Gregory (1815), Coop. G. 
201 ; Watson v. Toone (1820), Madd. & G. 153; Itoherts v. Tunstall (1845), 4 
llaro, 257 ; Baker v. Read (1854), 18 Beav. 398 ; Beningfield v. Baxter (1886), 12 
App. Cas. 167, P. C. ; as to purchase by a solicitor from his client, Champion 
V. itighy (1830), 1 Russ. & M. 539 ; Gresley v. Moueley (1858), 1 Gift. 450. 

(g) Moth V. Atwood (^1801), 5 Ves. 845; Sibberingy. Balcarraa {Earl) (1850), 
3 l)e G. & Sm. 735. Where, upon a sale of a reversion, the circumstances are 
such as to entitle the vendor to set it aside, it has been held that there is no 
laches until the reversion falls into possession {SatUr v. Bradshaw^ Bradshaw 
V. Salter (1858), 26 Beav. 161 ; Beynon v. Cook (1875), 10 Oh. App. 389, 393, n.). 
But it is apprehended that if this were many years after the sale, the vendor 
could not rely on further time, but would then nave to apply for relief promptly 
(see Salter v. Bradshaw, Bradshaw v. Salter, supra). 

(h) Robertson y. Norris (1858), 1 Giff. 421 ; Pooley's Trustee v. B^Mam(1886), 
33 Ch. D. Ill, 123, C. A. ; Nutt v. Easton, [1899] 1 Ch. 873 ; [1900] 1 Oh. 29, 
0. A. ; see Martinson v. Clowes (1882), 21 Ch. D. 857. 

(iS^Ridgway v. Neivstead (1861), 3 De G. F. & J. 474 ; Blake v. Gale (1886), 
32 Ch. D. 571, 580, 0. A. ; compare Leahy v. De Moleyns, [18961 1 1. B. 206. 
0. A. ; Re Lacey, Howard v. Lightfoot, [1907] 1 Ch. 330, 0. A 

(A:) Harris v. Harris (No. 2) (1861), 29 Beav. 110; see Bate v. Hooper (1855), 
5 I)e G. M. & G. 338. 

(/) Claims in respect of partnership interests are subject to the consideralioii 
that the plaintiff must not wait to see whether the p^nership business will 
result in a profit or a loss. Hence if a partner has received notice of forfeiture of 
his interest and does not object, he will be held to have acquiesced after the 
lapse of a short time (Prendergast v. Turton (1841), 1 Y. d; C. Ch. Cas. 98, on 
appeal (1843), 13 L. J. (CH.) 268 ; Rule v. Jewell (1881), 18 Ch. D. 660 ; Pcdmer 
V. Moore, [1900] A 0. 293, P. 0.) ; but otherwise, where he objects and the 
delay is not excessive {Clarke and Chayman v. Hart (1858), 6 H. L. Cas. 633 ; 
Garden Gully United Quartz Mining Co. v. McLister (1875), 1 App. Cas. 39, P. C.) 

(m) Life Association of Scotland v. Siddal, Cooper v. Greene (1861), 3 De G. 
F. & J. 58, 72, C. A ; Harcourt v. White (1860), 28 Beav. 303, 310 ; MeDonneU 
V. White (18651, 11 H. L. Cas. 570, 579 ; Jones v. Higgins (1866), L. B. 2 Eq. 538 ; 
Re Taylor J Atkinson v. Lord (1900), 81 L. T. 812. A tenant for life is not neoes* 
sarily prejudiced by delay in asserting her tight to recoupment of deficiency of 
income out of an existing fond {MUls v. DreuHU (1855), W Beav. 632). 
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8aoT» 4. would faftvo boon given originally will be refused after long ac(|ni* 
e8cence(n); the equity must be pursued within some reasonable 
— time(o). Especially is this the case where the claim is to 
establish a trust in respect of property of a speculative nature (p). 
In the case of gifts made under undue influence, there is no laches 
in the donor until he is acquainted with his rights and the 
influence is at an end (q ) ; but, so soon as he is in this position, he 
must assert his equitable claim to have the gift set aside promptlyv 
in order that the persons affected may know what line of conduct 
they are to adopt with regard to the transaction (r). In claims, too, 
for specific performance and for rescission of contracts, the special 
relief in equity is only given on condition of the plaintiff coming with 
great promptitude. Specific performance is relief which the court 
will not give, unless in cases where the parties seeking it come 
promptly, and as soon as the nature of the case will admit («). Any 
substantial delay after the negotiations have terminated — such as a 
year or probably less — will be a bar (t). And in cases of rescission 
the defendant may be altering his position on the faith of the 
contract standing, and the claim to rescind must be made 
promptly (a) ; especially in the case of a contract to take shares (b). 


w) Beckford v. Wade (1805), 17 Ves. 87, 97, R 0. 
o) Townehend v. Toumehem (1783), 1 Bro. 0. 0. 650, 654. 

,p) Clegg v. Edmondson 8 Do G. M. & G. 787, 0. A. ; Clements y. Hall 

(1858), 2 Do G. & J. 173, (3. A. ; Senhouse v. Christian (undated), cited 19 Ves. 
at p. 159 ; Norway v. Howe (1812), 19 Ves. 144 ; see, however. Turner v. 
Trelaumey (1841), 12 Sim. 49, where a trust of mining property was established 
notwithstanding the lapse of fifteen years and large expenditure on the mines, 
(g) Allcard v. pinner (1887), 36 Ch. D. 145, per Kekewich, J., at p. 163. 

(r) Turner v. Collins (1871;, 7 Ch. App. 829. For instances, see Wright v. 
Vanderplank (1856), 8 De G. M. & G. 133, 0. A. ; Mitchell v. Horn fray (1881), 8 
Q. B. D. 587, 0. A. ; Allcard v. Hkinner (1887), 36 Ch. D. 145, C. A. In Hatch 
y. Hatch (1804), 9 Ves. 292, a gift was set aside after twenty years, but the 
drcumstances were speoial, and the decision was an extreme one ; see Turner 
▼. Collins, supra ; Byrne v. Frere (1828), 2 Mol. 157. 

(«) Eads V. Williams (1854), 4 De G. M, & G. 674 ; Be Oriental Steam Navi^^ 
gaiion Co,, Exports Briggs (1861), 4 Do G. F. & J. 191 ; Barclay v. Messenger 
(1874), 43 L. J\ (cn.) 449, 456 ; see Moore v. Marrable (1866), 1 Oh. App. 217 ; 
but the rule was not apnlied in a case where the plaintiff had Wn in possession 
under an agreement for a lease, and then called for a lease (Shepheard y. 
IKaZ/rer (1876),L. B. 20 659; Clarks v. Moore (1844), 1 Jo. &Lat. 723, 727); 
contra, if the possession is not claimed under the agreement with the vendor’s 
knowledge (Mills v. Haywood (1877), 6 Oh. D. 196, 0. A.) ; see also title 
Specific Ferfoiucakoe. 


(<) Watson V. Beid (1830), 1 Buss. & M. 236 ; Souihcomh v. Exeter (Bishop) 
(1847), 6 Hare, 213 ; and see Hertford (Marquis) v. Boors (1801), 6 Yes. 719 
(fourteen months not a bar) ; Harrington v. Wheder (1789\ 4 Yes. 686 (six 
Years a bar) ; MUward v. Thanet (Earl) (1801), 5 Ves. 720, n. (seven years a 
bar). The purchaser of a reversion cannot wait till the reversion &lls in before 
enforcing his contract (Levy y. Stogdon, [1899] 1 Oh. 5, 0. A.). 

(a) See Lindsay Pdmeum Co, y. Hurd (1874), L. B. 5 P. 0. 221, 239 ; Seddon 
and London Salt Vo,, Lid. y. Norih^Eaetem Salt Co, (1905), 53 W. B. 232 ; com- 
pare Mutual Beserve Life Insuranos Co, y. Foster (1902), 20 T. L. B. 715, 
H. L. (two years allowed) ; MoBoy r. Mutual Reserve Life Insurance Co, (1906), 
94 L. T. 756, 0. A. (six ywsf limit suggested in case of misrepresentation). 

(5) Such a daim must be made immediately on the facts being known 
{Smrpley y. Loulh and Eaet CoasA Bail, Co, (1876), 2 Oh. D. 663, 685, 0. A.); 
compare Feaeeuela Central Bail. Co. (Bireetors e(e.)y. Eiseh (1867), L. B. 2 H.Xi. 


99; aada6eraae*iaiM(1867),L.B.3Eq.795; BeScoii$sh]^rofeumCo.(1888)^ 
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Sect. 5. — Analogy of the Statutes of Limitation. 

210. In certain cases the Statutes of Limitation apply expressly 
to equitable claims, as in the case of equitable claims to land or 
rentcharges (c) ; and a court of equity, of course, acts in obedience 
to the statutes, and applies, in regard to such claims, the express 
bar of the statute. Moreover, when claims are made in equity 
which are not, as regards equitable proceedings, the subject of any 
express statutory bar, but the equitable proceedings correspond to 
a remedy at law in respect of the same matter which is subject to 
a statutory bar, a court of equity, in the absence of fraud or other 
special circumstances, adopts, by way of analogy, the same limita* 
tion for the equitable claim (d). Thus proceedings in equity to 
recover a simple contract debt are subject to the six-years’ limit 
imposed by the Limitation Act, 162B(€) ; and the same limit 
applies, perhaps, to equitable remedies which assume the existence 
of a contract, such as specific performance (/). But where a claim in 
respect of personal estate is not subject to any limitation, equity 
does not impose a limitation in analogy to the limitation on claims 
to real estate (g). 

23 Ch. D. 413, 434, C. A. ; lie Snyder Dynamite Projectile Co,, Lid,, Skelton*$ 
Caee (1893). 68 L. T. 210. 

(c) Beal Property Limitation Act, 1833 (3 & 4 Will. 4. c. 27), s. 24 ; see title 
Limitation of Actions. 

(rf) Jlovenden v. Anneelcy {Lord) (1806), 2 Sch. & Lef. 607, per Lord 
Bedesdalb, at p. 632 ; see Smith v. (Jlay (1767), 3 Bro. 0. 0. 639, n. ; llond v. 
Ilopkine (1802), 1 Sch. & Lef. 413,429; lieckford v. Wade (1805), 17 Ves. 87, 
P. 0. ; Cholmondeley {Marquis) v. Clinton {Lord) (1820), 2 Jac. & W. 1, 121. It 
has been sup^gested that in such coses courts of equity act in obedience to, and 
not merely in analogy to the statute {Cholmondeley {Mnrquie) v. Clinton {Lord) 
(1821), 4 Bli. 1, 119, II. L.). But the true principle is that ** where the remedy 
in equity is correspondent to the remedy at law, and the latter is subject to a 
limit in point of time by the Statute of Limitations, a court of equity acts 
by analogy to the statute, and imposes on the remedy it affords the same 
limitation. But if any proceeding in equity bo included in the word? of the 
statute, there a court of equity, like a court of law, acts in obedience to the 
statute ” {Knox v. Gye (1872), L. B. 5 II. L. 650, per Lord Westbuhy, at p. 674). 
In cases of fraud, such os fraud committed oy the secret working of under- 
ground coal, the period of Umitation is not reckoned in equity till the f^aud is, 
or could with reasonable dilligence bo, discovered (Eccleeiaetical Commmionere 
for England v. North-Eaetern Rail, Co, (1877), 4 Ch. I). 845, 860; Qihhe v. QuUd 
(1882), 9 Q. B. D. 69, 0. A. ; and similarly in cases of mistake {lirookehank v. 
Smith (1836), 2 Y. & C, (ex.) 58 ; Raker v. Courage & Co,, [B^IO] 1 K. B. 56, 63), 

{e) 21 Jao. 1, c. 16; Re Greaves, Dray y, TofitUl (1881), 18 Ch. D. 551, 654; 
Re ilollingshead, IloUingshead v. Webster (1888), 37 Ch. I). 651 ; Re Chant, Bird 
V. Godfrey, [1905] 2 Oh. 225. As to claims for misrepresentation, see Peek t. 
Gurney (1873), L. B. 6 H. L. 377, 384, 402. The analog extends to debts of 
a married woman in respect of her separate estate {Re liatciings (Lady), IMlelt 
y, Hastings (1887), 35 Ch. D. 94, 105, 0. A). Secret profit made by an agent 
or other person in a fiduciary position is recoyorable as an equitable debt, and 
the period, in analogy to the statute, is six years ; but it does not run till the 
facts are discovered {MetripolUon Dank v. i/eiroa (l880), 5 Ex. D. 319, C. A; 
comply Lister Jb Co, v. Stubbs (1890), 45 Ch. D. 1, 0. A.) ; and os to secre^rofii 
by a director or promoter, see Re Fitzroy Bessemer Sted etc, Co, (1884), 50 L. T. 144. 

(/) See FiHh y. Slingsby (1888), 58 L. T. 481, 483 ; though in TcUmash t. 
Mugleston (1826), 4 L. J. (o. 8.) (oH.) 200, it was held that spedfio performance 
was not subject to the six yeonf limitation. In piactioei as staM at p. ]7i» 
ante, it is subject to a diorter limitation. 

(p) Mellerek v. Broum (1690}, 45 Ch. D. 225, 


Beot. 5. 
Analogy of 
the Statntee 
ofLimita* 
tlon. 

Equity acts 
ontheaoalogy 
of the 
Statutes of 
Limitation. 



( 176 ) 


EQUITY OF REDEMPTION. 

See Equity; Mohioaob. 


EQUITY TO A SETTLEMENT. 

See Equity; Husband and Wife. 


ESCAPE. 

See Criminal Law and Procedure. 


ESCHEAT. 

See Constitutional Law; Copyholds; Ckown Practice; Di-scent 
AND Distribution ; Beal Property and Chattels Beal. 


ESCROW. 

See Deeds and Other Instruuents. 


ESTATE. 

Sec Beal Property and Chattels Beal. 


ESTATE AGENT. 

Sw Aosroy. 



( JJJ ) 


ESTATE AND OTHER DEATH DUTIES. 


TAOm 

Part I. INTRODUCTION 180 

Sect. 1. Incidence of the various Death Duties - - - 180 

Sect. 2. Management of the Duties ----- 181 

Sect. 3. Composition of Claims ------ 181 

Sect. 4. Remission of Duty and Interest - - - - 182 

Part II. ESTATE DUTY- ---.--..183 

Sect. 1. The Imposition of the Duty ----- 183 
Sect. 2. Property which passes ------ 183 

Sub-sect. 1. Property ------- 183 

Sub-sect. 2. Settled Property ------ 184 

Sect. 3. Property which is deemed to pass - - - 185 

Sub-sect. 1. Moaning of ** deemed to pass*' - - - 185 

Sub-sect. 2. Property of which the Deceased was competent 

to dispose at his Death - - - - 185 

Sub-sect. 3. Property in which an Interest was limited to 

ceaso on the Deceased's Death - - - 186 

Sub-sect. 4. Gifts Mortis causa and Jvicr vivos - - - 187 

Sub-sect. 5. Settlements with Reservation - - - - hk) 

Sub-sect G. Joint Investments - - - - - - IGl 

Sub-sect. 7. Interests arising on Death - > * - 1G2 

Sect. 4. Exceptions from the Charge of Duty - - - 192 

Sub-sect. 1. Foreign Property - - - - - -192 

Sub-sect. 2. Trust Proi>ei'ty ------ 193 

Sub-sect. 3. Settled Property in which the Interest failed 

before Possession - - - - - - 19.3 

Sub-sect. 4. Proporty reverting to DisjKjner - - - 194 

Sub'sect. 6. Whore Money Consideration given • - - 195 

Sub-sect. 6. ^Vhere Death Duty already l*aid - - - 196 

Sub-sect 7. Other ExceptLons ------ 201 

Sect. 5. Aggregation of Property, and Rates of Duty • 202 
Sub-sect. 1. Aggregation of Property- - - - - 202 

Sub-sect. 2. Ratos of Duty ------ 204 

Sect. 6. Value Chargeable 207 

Sub-sect. 1. Gross Value ------- 207 

Sub-sect. 2. Deductions ------- 210 

Sect. 7. Collection of the Duty ------ 212 

Sub-sect. 1. The Duty ------- 212 

Sub-sect. 2« V payable - - - - 213 



178 


Ebtate and Other Death Duties. 


Pabt II. estate DVTY-'^caniinued, 


TAOS 


fiiBOT. 7. OoLijsonoir of the Dvrr ^- eordinued * 


Sub-sect. 8. By whom the Duty is payable • • - 214 

(1) Personal Property of which the Deceased was 

competent to dispose at his Death - - - 214 

(2) Other Property 216 

(8) Limitation of Personal Liability .... 218 

Sub-sect. 4. Out of what Property the Duty is payable • 219 

i ll Property which passes to the Executor as such - 219 
21 Other Property 226 

3i Apportionment of Duty - - - • - 221 

41 Powers to raise the Duty ----- 223 
5} Limitation of the Charge of Duty - - . 223 

Sub-sect. 5. Bemission of Duty and Interest - - - 224 

Sub-sect. 6. Commutation of Duty and Composition of 

Claims ....... 224 

Sect. 8. Intekest, Penalties, and Proceedings - - - 225 

Sub-sect. 1. Interest- ------- 225 

Sub-sect. 2. Penalties - 225 

Sub-sect. 3. Proceedings - - 226 

Sect. 9. Retayment of Overpaid Duty 228 


Part III. SETTLEMENT ESTATE DUTY 228 

Sect. 1. The Imposition of the Duty 228 

Sect. 2. Settled Property 229 

Sect. 3. Exceptions from the Charge of Duty - - - 230 

Sect. 4. Tub Bate of Duty - 230 

Sect. 5. Collection of the Duty 230 


Sect. 6. Application of General Estate Duty Enactments- 231 


Part IV. LEGACY DUTY 

Sect. 1. The Imposition of the Duty - - - 

Sect. 2. Legacies, and Successions upon Intestacy 


232 

232 

233 


Sub-sect. 1. The “ Legacy . 

Sub-scct. *2. Successions upon Intestacy 
Sub-sect. 3. Personal Estate - - . 

Sub-sect. 4. The Will or Intestacy 
Sub-sect. 6 . The Legatee or Successor 
Sub-sect. 6. The Testator or Intestate 
Sub-sect. 7. Domicil and Situs - . - 

Sect. 3. Exceptions from the Charoe of Duty 
Sect. 4. Bates of Duty - 
Sect. 6 . Value Chargeable 

Sub-sect. 1. Gross Value - 
Sub-sect. 2. Deductions - 

Sect. 6. Collection op the Duty 

Sub-sect. 1. The Duty - _ _ 

Sub-sect. 2. When the Duty is payable 
Sub-sect. 3. By whom the Duty is payable 
111 T^ Accountable Persons - 
{2} Limitation of Personal Liability - 

Sub-seot. 4. Out of what Property the Duty is payable 
Sub-sect. 5. Bemission of Duty and Interest 
Sub-aeot 6 . Commutation of Duty and Composition 
Claims 


- 233 

- 235 

- 235 

- 230 

- 236 

- 238 

- 238 

- 239 

- 242 

- 245 

- 245 

- 249 

- 249 

- 249 

- 249 

- 252 

- 252 

- 250 

- 256 

- 253 
of 

• 258 



Estate AKD Other Death Dutiesl 


Paet IV. LEGACY DUTY — continued. 


TAQB 


Sect. 7. Interest, Penalties, and Proceedings - 

Sub-sect. 1. Interest- - - - - . 

Sub-sect. 2. Penalties - - • - - 

Sub-sect. 3. Proceedings - • - - - 

Sect. 8. Eepatment of Overpaid Duty . - • 

Part V. SUCCESSION DUTY 

Sect. 1. The Imposition of the Duty . - - 

Sect. 2. The Succession 

Sub-sect. 1. Property - - - - - 

Sub-sect. 2. Successions under Dispositions 
Sub-sect. 3. Successions through Derolution by Law 
Sub-sect. 4. The Successor - - - - 

Sub-sect. 6. The Predecessor - - - - 

Sub-sect. 6. Special Modes of conferring Successions 
Sub-sect. 7. Domicil and Situs - - - - 


Sect. 3. Exceptions from the CnAROE of Duty - - - 

Sub-sect. 1. Interests surrendered, destroyed, or trans- 
mitted ------- 

Sub-sect. 2. Where the Successor is also the Predecessor 
Sub-sect. 3. Where Money Consideration given - - - 

Sub-sect. 4. Where other Death Duty chargeable and 
exempted ------- 

Sub-sect. 5. Small Successions ------ 

Sub-sect. 0. Property not yielding Income - - - 

Sub-sect. 7. Money applied to Payment of Duty 
Sub-sect. 8. Early Cesser of Limited Interest . . - 

Sect. 4. Bates of Duty -------- 


Sect. 5. Value Chargeable ------ 

Sub-sect. 1. Gross Value ------- 

Sub-sect. 2. Deductions ------- 

Sect. 6. Collection of the Duty ------ 

* Sub-sect. 1. The Duty ------- 

Sub-sect. 2. When the Duty is payable - - - - 

Sub-sect. .’1. By whom the Duty is payable - - - 

S The Accountable Persons - - - - - 

Limitation of Personal Liability - - - - 

Sub-sect. 4. Out of what Property the Duty is payable 

(11 The Property ------- 

(2) Powers to raise the Duty - - - - - 

(3) Limitation of the Charge of Duty 

Sub-sect. 6. remission of Duty and Interest - “ . ^ 

Sub-sect. 6. Commutation of Duty and Compositiou of Claims 

Sect. 7. Interest, Penalties, and Proceedings - - - 

Sub-sect. 1. Interest- ------- 

Sub-sect. 2. Penalties ------- 

Sub-sect. 3. Proceedings ------- 

Sect. 8. Bepayment of Overpaid Duty - - 


259 

259 

259 

260 

261 

262 

262 

263 

263 

265 

267 

267 

268 
271 
273 

276 


276 
2/7 

277 

278 
280 
280 
281 
281 
282 
286 
286 
289 
292 

292 

292 

295 

295 

297 

298 
298 

300 

301 

302 

302 

303 

303 

303 

303 

304 


Part VI. PBOBATE DUTY - 305 

Sect. 1. The Imposition of the Duty - - - 305 

Sect. 2. The Subject-matter of the Charge - 306 

Sub-sect. 1. “ Estate and Effects ” - - - 306 

Su^seot. 2. Cumulative Duties - • - - 308 

Sab-sect. 3. Domidl and Situe • - - - 309 



180 


EstATB AKJ> Other Death DoTiEii. 


Kaidos of the 
death duties. 


Incidence of 
the duties. 


Past VI. PEOBATE DUTY— confinttoi. 

Sect. 3. Exceptions feom the CnAEOE of Duty - 
Sect. 4. Bates of Duty ------- 

Sect. 5. Value ohaegeablb ------ 

Sub-sect. 1. Gross Value ------ 

Sub-sect. 2. Deductious ------ 

Sect. 6. Collection of the Duty - - - - - 

Sub-sect. 1. The Duty ------ 

Sub-sect. 2. When the Du^ is payable - - - 

Sub-sect. 3. By whom the Duty is payable 
Sub-sect. 4. Out of what Property the Duty is payable 

Sect. 7. Interest, Penalties, and Puoceedinos - 

Sub-sect. 1. Interest- ------ 

Sub-sect. 2. Penalties ------ 

Sub-sect. 3. Proceedings 

Sect. 8. Bepayment of Overpaid Duty - - - - 


^agE 

• 311 

- 312 
. 312 
. 312 

- 313 

- 314 

- 314 

- 315 

- 315 

- 310 

- 317 


- 317 

- 317 

- 317 

- 318 


Fo^ AdministraioTB * • 

Corperation Duty - 
KxemiorB 
Legacies 

Peremal liepreaentalivt s 
Probate Practice - 

Settlements • 


See title EXECUTORS AND ADMINISTRATORS. 
Corporations ; Bevenue. 
Executors and Administrators. 
Wills. 

Executors and Administrators. 
Executors and Administra- 
tors. 

Seitlbments. 


Part 1. — Introduction. 

Sect. 1. — Incidence of the various Death Duties. 

211. The Death Duties (a) are seven in number, namely, the 
Estate Duty, the Settlement Estate Duty, the Legacy Duty, the 
Succession Duty, the Probate Duty (b), the Account Duty, and the 
Temporary Estate Duty. 

The incidence of the various duties is shortly as follows : — 

The estate duty (c) is leviable in respect of property passing on 
death. The settlement estate duty(6Z) is a further estate duty 
leviable whore property is settled. The legacy duty(e) and the 


(<i) Compare Finance Act, 1894 (57 & 58 Viet c. 30), s. 13 (3). It has been 
said that, in dealing with questions under the Finance Act, 1894 (57 & 58 
Viet c. 30), and the Succession Duty Acts, regard should be had to the substance 
of the transactions on which these questions tuim, rather than to the forms of 
conveyancing which the parties to them may have adopted to carry out their 
ohiects {Lethbridge v. A.-G., [1907] A. C. 19, per Lord Atkinson, at pp. 20, 
27). See title Descent and Distribution, VoL XI., pp. 1—31. 

(5) In ScoUand, called Inventory Duty, 

If) See p. 183, post. 

Ids See p. 228, fost 

{•) Seep. 2S2,posL 
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succession duty (/) are additional duties, alternatively leviable, in 
respect of beneficial interests acquired on death. 

The remaining three duties are leviable in connection with deaths 
which occurred before the 2nd August, 1894 (y), before which date 
estate duty and settlement estate duty were not leviable. The pro- 
bate duty (h) is leviable in respect of personal property passing 
under will or intestacy. The account duty (i) is leviable in connec- 
tion with deaths which occurred after the Slst May, 1881, in 
respect of certain dispositions of personal property which may be 
regarded as substitutes for wills (i). The temporary estate duty (Z) 
is leviable in connection with deaths which occurred within seven 
years after the Slst May, 1889, as an addition to the probate duty 
or account duty, and, in certain cases, to the succession duty, where 
the property exceeds £10,000 in value. 


Sect. 1. 


Incidence of 
the various 
Death 
Duties. 


Sect. 2. — Management of the Duties. 

212. The death duties are under the management of the Gommis- Manag^cd bj 
sioners of Inland Revenue (m), who have all necessary powers for 
carrying into execution the various Acts of Parliament by which inland^ 
they are imposed («)• Revenue. 


Sect. 8. — Composition of Claims. 

213. Where, by reason of the number of deaths on which Power to 
property has passed, or of the complicated nature of the interests 
of different persons, or from any other cause, it is diflScult, without 
undue expense, to ascertain exactly the amount of the death duties 
payable in respect of any property or any interest therein, the 
Commissioners may, on the application of any person accountable 
for the duty, accept an appropriate sum by way of composition for 
all the death duties payable in respect of such property or 
interest (o). 


(/) See p. 262, poat 

(g) Finance Act, 1894 (57 & 58 Viet. c. 30), as. 21 (2), 24. 

Ui) See p. 305, poat, 

(i) See note (a), p. 185, note (A), P- 187, notes (/t), («), p. 188, note (c), p. 189, 
note (n). p. 190, notes ^r), (/), p. 191, note (e), p. 192, note (t), p. 199, note (/), 
p. 206, note (7), p. 220, and note (t), p. 222, post, 

Oc) A,-G, V, (iosling, [1892] 1 Q. B. 545, per cwr., at p. 550. 

(/) See note (Z), p. 206, note (Z), p. 283, and note (5), p. 312, •post, 

(m) See pp. 212, 231, 249, 292, 314, poat. All communications in roprnrd 
to death duties should be addressed to the Secretary, Estate Duty Oilice, 
Somerset llouse, London, W.O. A list of the forms or aflSdavit and account 
used in accountin^: for death duties will be found in the ofEcial form No. 18. 

(») Succession Duty Act, 1853 (16 & 17 Viet. c. 51), s. 9 ; Customs and 
Inland Revenue Act, 1881 (44 & 45 Viet c. 12), s. 26 (1) ; Customs and Inland 
Revenue Act, 1889 (52 & 53 Viet. c. 7), e. 9 (1) ; Inland Revenue Regulation 
Act, 1890 (53 & 54 Viet c. 21), s. 1 (2^. See Agreement with France, dated 
15th November, 1907, for the prevention of frauds in connection with death 
duties (Treaty ^ries. No. 10, 1908, Cd. 3965). See also Declaration, dat^ 
27th August, 1872, as to succession or legacy duties on property of British 
subjects dying in the Canton of Vaud, or of citizens of that Canton dying in 
the British dominions (1873, C. 685); compare Domicile Act, 1861 (24 & 25 
Viet c. 121), and Naturalization Act, 1870 (33 & 34 Viet. c. 14), t. 0. 

(0) Finance Act, 1894 (57 & 58 Viet. c. 30), a. 13 (1). 
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In order to arrive at the amount to be accepted, the accountable 

C erson is to furnish the Commissioners with all the information in 
is power respecting the property and the several interests therein, 
and other circumstances of the case (p). 

When the duty agreed to be accepted by the Commissioners has 
been paid, they are to give a certificate (^) in full discharge of all 
claims for death duties in respect of such property or interest (r).^ 
The certificate does not discharge any person from any duty in 
case of fraud or failure to disclose material facts (s). 

Sect. 4. — Remission of Duty and Interest. 

214. If, after the expiration of twenty years from a death upon 
which any death duty became leviable, any such duty remains 
unpaid, the Commissioners may, if they think fit, on the application 
of any person accountable or liable for such duty, or interested in 
the property, remit the payment of the duty, or any part of it, or 
any interest upon it (t). 

The Commissioners may also remit interest where the amount 
appears to them to be so small as not to repay the expense and 
trouble of calculation and account (a). 

The Treasury may remit any duty leviable in respect of any such 
pictures, prints, books, manuscripts, works of art or scientific collec- 
tions as appear to the Treasury to be of national, scientific, or 
historic interest, and to be given or bequeathed for national purposes, 
or to any university, county council, or municipal corporation {h). 

Where any person dies from wounds inflicted, accident occurring, 
or disease contracted, within twelve months before death, while on 
active service against an enemy, whether on sea or land, and was 
at the time either subject to the Naval Discipline Act (c), or to 
military law, whether as an officer, non-commissioned officer, or 
soldier, under Part V. of the Army Act (d), the Treasury may, on 
the recommendation of the Secretary of State or of the Admiralty, 
as the case requires, remit or repay up to £150 in any one case, tne 
whole or any part of the death duties leviable in respect of property 
passing upon the death of the deceased to his widow or lineal 
descendants, if the total value for the purpose of estate duty of the 
property so passing does not exceed £5,000 (e). 


p) Finance Act, 1894 (67 & 68 Viet. c. 30), b. 13 (1). 

[g) See note (6), p. 218, post, 

r) Finance Act, 1894 (67 & 68 Viet c. 30), b. 13 (1). 

a) Ibid,, 8. 13 (2). 

t) Ihid», B. 8 (11) ; Finance Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 13), 8. 13. 
la) Finance Act, 1896 (69 & 60 Viet. c. 28), 8. 18 (3). 

(6) Finance Act, 1894 (67 & 68 Viet. c. 30), s. 16 (2). See also p. 202, post; 
Finance (1909-10) Act, 1910 (10 Edw. 7, o. 8), 8. 63. See title Cobporations, 
Vol. Vin., p. 378. 

(c) 29 & 30 Viet. c. 109, printed as amended, in accordance with the Naval 
Discipline Act, 1884 (47 & 48 Viet. o. 39), s. 7 (2). 

(d) Army Act, 1881 (44 & 45 Viet. o. 68), printed as amended, in accordance 
with the Army (Annual) Act, 1886 (48 A 49 Viet. c. 8), 8 . 8 (2) ; see title Botal 
Forces. 

(e) Finance Act, 1900 (63 ft 64 Viot o. 7), 8. 14 (1). The deathmusthe after 
the nth October, 1899 (^., a. 14 (2) ). 
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Part II. — Estate Duty. 

Sect. 1 . — The Imposition of the Dati/. 

215 . Estate duty (/) is leviable, save as expressly provided (g), 
upon the principal value of all property, settled or not, which 
passes, or is deemed to pass, on death (h), but only once on the 
same death (i). 

The death must be after the 1st August, 1894 (A:). 

Sect. 2. — Property which passes* 

Sub-Sect. 1. — Property. 

216 . Property ** includes real and personal property, and the 
proceeds of sale thereof, respectively, and any money or investment 
for the time being representing such proceeds (i). 

“Property passing on the death** includes property passing 
either immediately on the death or after any interval, either 


(/) Finance Act, 1894 (57 & 58 Viet. c. 30), es. 1—4, 5 (2), (3), (6), G— 15, 
16 (1), (3), (5), 17, 20—22, 24, 42, Scheds. L, II. ; Finance Act, 1896 (59 & 60 
Viet. c. 28), 88. 14—17, 18 (1). (3), 20—22, 24, 39-40, Sched., Part III. ; 
Finance Act, 1898 (61 & 62 Yict. c. 10), s. 13 ; Finance Act, 1900 (63 & 64 
Viet. c. 7), 83. 11 (1), 12—14, 18, Sched. II. ; Revenue Act, 1903 (3 Edw. 7, 
c. 46), 88, 14, 17 (^; Finance Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 13), ss. 12, 14—16, 30, 
Scheds, I., III. ; Finance (1909-10) Act, 1910 (10 Edw. 7, c. 8), ss. 54 — 66 (1), 
57, 59—61 (1), (2), (5). 62—64, 95, 96 (1), (3), Scheds. II., VI. The Finance 
Act, 1894 (57 & 58 Viet. c. 30), s. 23, and the Finance Act, 1900 (63 & 64 Viet, 
c. 7), 8. 11 (2), contain provisions affecting Scotland exclusively. Tho Finance 
(1909-10) Act, 1910 (10 Edw. 7, c. 8), s. 61 (1), (3), (4), contains provisions 
affecting Ireland exclusively. The Finance Act, 1894 (57 & 58 Viet. c. 30), 
88. 1 — 24, is referred to as tho “Principal Act** (Finance Act, 1896 (59 & 60 
Viet. c. 28), 8. 24 (2); Finance Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 13), s. 12; Finance 
(1909-10) Act, 1910 (10 Edw. 7, c. 8), s. 64); and the Finance Act, 1896 
(59 & GO Viet. c. 28), bs. 14—24, tho Finance Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 13), 
66. 12 — 16, and the Finance (1909-10) Act, 1910 (10 Edw. 7, c. 8), ss. 54 — 64, 
are to be construed with it (Finance Act, 1896 (59 & 60 Viet. c. 28), s. 39 ; 
Finance Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 13), s. 30 (2); Finance (1909-10) Act, 1910 
(10 Edw. 7, c. 8), 8. 96 (3)). “Estate duW*^ moans estate duty under the 
Principal Act (Finance Act, 1894 (57 & 68 Viet. c. 30), s. 22 (1) (e) ), as dis- 
tinguished from the temporary estate duty under the Customs and Inland 
Bevenue Act, 1889 (52 & 53 Viet. c. 7), ss. 5, 6. 

(^) Seepp. 192 ei $eq.tpo8t, 

(A) Finance Act, 1894 (57 & 58 Viet. c. 30), ss. 1, 2. It has been said that 
property only passes on death when it then changes hands [Cowley [Earl) v. 
Inland Revenue CommisaionerSt [1899] A. 0. 198, per lK>rd Macnaghtejt, at 
pp. 210, 211 ; Inland Revenue CommiMimerB v. PriesUeyt [1901] A. 0. 208, per 
Lord Macnaohteit, at p. 213). 

(0 Finance Act, 1894 (57 & 58 Viet a 30), s. 7 (10). 

(k) Ibid., g. 24. In the Finance Ac^ 1894 (57 & 68 Viet. o. 30), unless the 
eont^t otherwise requires, the expressions “deceased*’ and “deceai^ person 
mean a person dying after the 1st August, 1894 (ibid,, s. 22 (l)(a) ). In the 
Finance Act, 1896 (59 & 60 Viet. c. 28), unless the context otherwise requires, 
those expreeslous mean a person dying after the 30th June, 1896 Xibid** 
•. 24 (1) (b) ; iJe Gibbe, Thorne v. Gibbs, [1898] 1 Oh. 625). 

(0 ^anoe Act, 1894 (57 & 58 Viet c. 30), a, 22 (1) (I). 
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Bkjt. 2, certainly or contingently, and either originally or by way of sul^ 
Pn)p6rtj Btitutive limitation, and “ on the death * mcliides at a period 
which ascertainable only by reference to the death” (m). 
paises. Every estate includes all income accrued upon the property 
comprised therein down to and outstanding at the date of the 
death (n). 

Sub-Sect. 2 . — MtUd Projyerty, 


Meaning of 
** ecttlemcnt ” 
and **aettlod 
property.” 


2L7. “ Settled property ” means property comprised in a settle- 
ment (o), and “settlement” means any “instrument,” whether 
relating to real or personal property, which is a settlement within 
the meaning of s. 2 of the Settled Land Act, 1882 (p), or if it 
related to real property would be a settlement within the meaning 
of that section, and includes a settlement effected by a parol 


trust (q). 

Enutciin Property in which the wife or husband of a person, dying 
dower or by after the Ist August, 1894, takes an estate in dower or by 
curtesy. curtesy, or any other like estate, is regarded, for the pur- 

pose of estate duty, as if it were settled by the will of the 
deceased (r). 

Undsoi Lands or chattels which are so settled, whether by Act of 
liwMenabiy Parliament or royal grant, that no one of the persons successively 
soli led by Act in possession is capable of alienating them (otherwise than under 
or fariiamont the powers of Bale or exchange in the Settled Land Act, 1882 (s) ) 
or royal grant, jjjg purpose of estate duty, regarded as settled property, 

even where the possessor’s interest is, in law, a tenancy for 
lifo(/). 


(m) Finance Act, 1894 (67 & 68 Viet. c. 30), s. 22 (1) (1) ; compare A.-O, v. 
Veil (l8()6), 3 H. & C. 615, and liing v. Jarman (1872), L. 11. 14 Eq. 357. 

[n) Finance Act, 1894 (57 & 68 Viet. c. 30), s. G (5). 
o) JIM., 8. 22 (1) (h). 

[p) Settled Land Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 38), s. 2. A eettloment within 
the meaning of this section is any “instrument or instruments,” under or by 
virtue of which any land, or any estate or interest therein, stands for tho time 
being limited to or in trust for any persons by way of succession — t.e., succes- 
sively upon death (A,- (i. V. Owen, A.-G, v. ConJaon, [1899] 2 Q. B. 253, per 
Kennedy, J . , at pp. 265, 266)— and, it has been said, includes every device known 
to conveyancers by which the enjoyment of estate “under tho same deed or 
will” may be had by different persons succeeding to the estate in their order 
{Lord Advocate v. Siewarfa Truatvea (1899), 36 Sc. L. IX, 297, per Lord M'Laben, 
at p. 300). In ascertaining the meaning of the expression “ settlement ” for the 
purpose of the estate duty, regard, it has been said, is to be had to the decisions 
under the Settled Land Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 38) {Be Campbell, [1902] 
1 K. B. 113, C. A., p<T Stirliko, L.J., at p. 121J; see title Settlements. 
An estate or interest in remainder or reversion not aisposed of by a settlement, 
and reveiting to the settlor or descending to the testator’s heir, is, for purposes 
of the Settled Land Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 38), an estate or interest coming 
to the settlor or heir under or by virtue of the settlement, and comprised in the 
subject of the settlement (Settle Land Act, 1882 (46 & 46 Viet. c. 38), s. 2 (2) ). 
But, for oertain purposes of the Finance Act, 1894 (67 & 68 Viet. c. 30), compaio 
Ua Cochrane, [1906] 2 I, E. 200, C. A., per Holmes, Ti.J., at p. 201. 

\q) Finance Act, 1894 (67 & 68 Viet. o. 30), s. 22 (1) 0*J. 

Ibid., 88. 22 (1) (a), 22 (3), 24. 

Settled lAnd Act, 1882 (46 & 46 Viet. c. 38). 
u) Fiimo9 Act* 1894 (6? & 68 Viot c. 30}, s. 6 (6). 
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Sect. 8. — Property which is deemed to pass. 

Sub-Sect. 1. — Meaning of “ deemed to pau.” 

218. Certain specific descriptions of property are deemed to 
pass (a) on death (ft). It has been said that property passing on 
death, and property deemed to pass, are mutually exclusive 
classes (c), but that property deemed to pass is to be regarded as if 
it in fact passed (d). 

Sub-Sect. 2. — Property of which the Deceated was competent to dieposs 
at hi$ Death, 

219. Property of which the deceased was, at the time of his 
death, competent to dispose is deemed to pass on his death (c), 

A person is deemed competent to dispose of property if he 
has such an estate or interest in it, or such a power or authority, 
as would, if he were sni jurisg enable him to appoint or dispose of 
it as he thinks fit, including a tenant in tail, whether in possession 
or not(/). The power may be exercisable by instrument inter 
vivos or testamentary (g), or both (h). 

(a) Property deemed to be included as property passing (the language of the 
Finance Act, 1894 (57 & 68 Viet. c. 30), s. 2 (1)), and property deemed to pass, 
are synonymous toims [Inland Revenue v. lJeywood-‘Lonsdale'8 Trustees (3906), 
43 Sc. L. 11. 589, per the Lord Ordinary (Johnston), at p. 591) ; and compare 
Finance Act, 1896 (69 & 60 Viet. c. 28), ss. 14, 15 (1), (4), and Finance Act, 
1900 ^63 & 64 Viet c. 7), ss. 11 (1), 12 (2), where the term “deemed to pass** 
is useu. 

Property passing on death is to be deemed to include, inter alia^ property 
which, in eflect, would, under the law in force prior to the imposition of the 
estate duty, have been liable to account duty on the deceased’s death, if the 
charge to that duty had extended to real as well os personal property, and the 
words “ voluntary ’* and ** voluntarily,** and a reference to a “ volunteer,’* were 
omitted from the charging sections (Finance Act, 1894 (57 & 58 Viet. c. 30), 
8. 2 (1) (c); Customs and Inland Revenue Act, 1881 (44 & 45 Viet. c. 12), 
8. 38 (1), (2); Customs and Inland Revenue Act, 1889 (52 & 63 Viet. c. 7), 
8. J1 (1)); see pn. 187—191, jmt. 

The word “voluntarily ” in this connection means “ without consideration ** 
(A.-O. V. Smyth^ [1905] 2 1. R. 553, per Palles, C.B., at p. 664). Dispositions 
of property made in consideration of marriage were, therefore, brought within 
the charge of estate duty, although they wore not within the charge of account 
duty [ihid.y at p. 669). Secus^ where the consideration was in money or money’s 
worth paid to the disponer for his own use or benefit (see p. 195, post). By the 
Finance (1909-10) Act, 1910 (10 Edw, 7, c. 8), s. 59 (2), however, jgifts inter 
vivos made in consideration of marriage are not property which £ deemed 
to pass on the donor’s death, at any rate whore the donor died after the 
29th April, 1909. 

(5) Finance Act, 1894 (57 & 58 Viet. c. 30), s. 2 (1). 

(c) Cowin/ (Earl) v. Inland Revenue Commissioners ^ [3899] A. C. 198, per Lord 
Macnaohten, at p. 212. 

(d) A.-G, V. Jameson, [19041 2 I. B. 644, per Palles, C.B., at p. 688 ; compare 
also, A.-Q. V. Robinson, [1901 J 2 I. R. 67, per Palles, C.B., at p. 88. 

(e) Finance Act, 1894 (57 & 58 Viet. c. 30), s. 2 (1) (a). 

(/ ) Ibid., 8. 22 (2) (a ) ; and compare A.-G. v. Ilullett (\Bbl), 2 H. & K. 308. 
It aas been doubted wnether a person, not a tenant in tail, can be considered'as 
competent to dispose of property where, by going throi^h certain forms, he 
might come into the position of being able to dispose of it (Lord Advocate v. 
Moray's USarl) Trustees (1904), 41 Sc. L. R. 267, per Lord M’Laiien, at p. 273; 
•ee aw inland Revenue v. Gunning^ Trustees (1907), 44 Sc. L. B. 514). 

(g) Finanoe Act, 1894 (57 & 58 Viet. c. 30), e. 22 (1) (b). 

(A) /Wd., 8. 22 (2) (a). ' ' 
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Money which a person, under such a power or authority, can 
charge on property of another person (i), is deemed to be property 
of which he has power to dispose (fc). 

A power exercisable in a fiduciary capacity under a disposition 
not made by the deceased himself, or exercisable by him as tenant 
for life under the Settled Land Act, 1882 (1), or as mortgagee, does 
not confer competency to dispose (m). 

A disposition taking effect out of the interest of a deceased person 
is deemed to have been made by him, whether the concurrence of 
any other person was or was not required (?i). 

An interest in expectancy of which the deceased was competent 
to dispose is deemed to pass on his death (o). 

The expression interest in expectancy" includes an estate in 
remainder or reversion, and every other future interest, whether 
vested or contingent ( p). It does not, however, include reversions 
expectant upon the determination of leases ( p). 

Property which accrues to a deceased person’s estate under a 
gift in the will of an ancestor who survived him, but which 
gift, by reason of such person having left issue, one at least of 
whom survives such ancestor, does not fail ( 5 ), is property of 
which the deceased was, at the time of his death, competent to 
dispose (r). 

Bub-Sect. 3. — Properly in which an Intereit wa$ limited to cease on the 
Deceased's Death, 

220 . Property in which the deceased or any other person had 
an interest («), of definite amount ( 0 » ceasing on the deceased’s 
death, is deemed to pass on the death to the extent to which the 
interest extended to the income of the property (a). 

Property in which the deceased person or any other person 
had an estate or interest limited to cease on the death of the 
deceased is also deemed to pass on that death, notwithstanding 
that the estate etc. has been surrendered, assured, divested, or 

S Lord Advocate v. Moray's {Earl) Trustees (1904), 41 Sc. L. E. 267, per the 
Ordinary (Stormonth Darling), at p. 271. 

(^) Finance Act, 1894 {07 & 68 Viet. c. 30), b. 22 (2) (c). 

(f) 45 & 46 Viot. c. 38. 

(m) Finance Act. 1894 (67 & 68 Viet. c. 30), s. 22 (2) (a). 

(n) 76id.,B,22 (2)(b). 

( 0 ) Compare ibid,, bs. 5 (3), 7 (6) ; Inland Revenue Commissioners v. Priestley^ 
[1901] A. 0. 208, per Lord Macnaguten, at p. 213, 

(p) Finance Act, 1894 (57 & 68 Viet c. 30), a. 22 (1) (j). 

(q) Wills Act, 1837 (7 Will. 4 & 1 Viet c. 26), s. 83. 

(r) Re Bcoff, [1901] 1 K. B. 228, 0. A, Seemingly such property, although in 
truth a mere ^pes successionis, is to be regarded as an interest in expectancy (S. C., 
[1900] 1 Ct B. 872, per OnANNEix, J., at p. 8881. 

(b) It has been said that the interest be that of a trustee (IL 3f. AdtoeaU 
M*Tayaari Stewart (1906), 43 Sc. L. E. 466, per the Lord Fresident fLoid 
Dukbdin), at p. 473 (an accumulated fund under the will of a testator dying 
before the Finance Act, 1894 (67 & 68 Viot. 0 . 30) ) ). 

(0 y. Power, [1906] 2 1. B. 272, 280 (a disoretionary trust). 

(o) Finance Act, 1894 (67 d; 68 Viet 0 . 30), ss. 2 (1) (b), 7 (7); Itdand Houemm 
y. MaclaeUiUn (1899), 36 So. L. B. 727 ; Leird Advocate y. UtndermnCe TrueUm 
(1906), 42 So.L.B.720. 
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otherwise disposed of, whether for valoe or not, to or for the benefit 
of any person entitled to an estate or interest in remainder or 
reversion in the property, unless the surrender etc. was bond 
fide(b) made or effected three years before the death of the 
deceased, and bond fide possession and enjoyment of the property 
was assumed thereunder immediately upon the surrender etc., and 
thenceforward retained to the entire exclusion of the person who 
had the estate etc. so limited to cease, and of any benefit to him 
by contract or otherwise (c). 

In the case of surrenders etc. effected for public or charitable 
purposes, the period, however, is twelve calendar (d) months, and 
not three years (e). 

In order that the property may be deemed to pass on the 
deceased’s death, it seems that there must be an enforceable right 
in the surrenderor etc. to non -exclusion or to a benefit (/), and 
that where the property surrendered etc. can properly be regarded 
as indivisible, any retainer, or enjoyment, or any benefit, provided 
that, in either case, it is enforceable, will avoid the whole claim for 
exception (g), 

Sub-Seot. 4. — 00a Mortia cauad and Inter vivoa, 

221. Property taken as a donation mortis causa is deemed to 
pass on the donor’s death (/i). 


(h) See p. 188, and note (/), p. 210, post, as to the meaning of bond fide, 

(c) Finance Act, 1900 (63 & 64 Viet. c. 7), s. 11 (1) ; Finance (1909-10) Act, 
1910 (10 Edw. 7, c. 8), s. 59 (1). The death must be after the Slat March, 1900 
(Finance Act, 1900 (63 & 64 Viet. c. 7), s. 11 (1) ). If the death is before the 
80th April, 1909, the period is twelve months, and not three years {find ) ; and it 
is BO also where the surrender etc. was effected before the 30th April, 1908 
(Finance (1909-10) Act, 1910 (10 Edw. 7, c. 8), s. 59 (1) ). Prior to the Finance 
Act, 1900 (63 & 64 Viet. c. 7), a. 11 (1), where a life interest was surrendered, 
to the entire exclusion of the surrenderor, the duty was not chargeable ( A.- 0^. y. 
Beech, [1899] A. 0. 53), even where the surrender was effected within a year ol 
the surrenderor’s death (A.-G. v. De Preville, [1900] 1 Q. B. 223, 0. A.). 

(d) Interpretation Act, 1889 (52 & 53 Viet. o. 63), s. 3. 

(e) Finance (1909-10) Act, 1910 (10 Edw. 7, c. 8), s. 59 (1), even where the 
death is after the 29th April, 1909 {ibid,), 

(/) H, M. Advocede v. M' Taggart Stewart (1906), 43 8a L. E. 465. The 
question is, was the deceased the old proprietor retaining a beneht of his old 
estate, or was he a guest getting as a euest what the new proprietor chose to 
give him (per the Lord President (Lord Dt^die), at p. 474^ This case, how- 
ever, was argued and decided upon certain admissions, and was prior to the 
Revenue Act, 1906 (6 Edw. 7, c. 20), s. 12, which repealed Ihe Exchequer Court 
Scotland) Act, 1856 (19 & 20 Viet c. 56), s. 43, by which the defendant in a 
Scottish case of Inland Revenue was preduded from giving evidence, and could 
not, therefore, be interrogated. The question whether, to involve the payment 
of duty, the non-exclusion or benefit is of necessity enforceable is perhaps, 
therefore, still in doubt. 

iq) n, M. Advocate v. M* Taggart Stewart {lOOCi), 43 So. L. R. 465, per the Lord 
Ordin^ (Peaesok), at p. 471. See also p. 189, poet, and the cases there dted, 
as to inter vivos gifts not to the entire exdusion of the donor. 

(A) Finance Act, 1894 (57 d 58 Yict. a 30), s. 2 (1) (c) ; Customs and Inland 
Revenue Act, 1881 (44 & 45 Viet. c. 12), s. 88 (2) (a), ^ere can be no such 
gift of real or leasehold property (compare Bicharda v. Syma (1740), Bam. (on.) 
90, per Lord Habdwigxb, L.O., at p. 93 ; discussed in Duffida v. mwu (182<), I 
Bin (9. 8.) 497, per Lord Eldow, L.O., at p. 539}. Where toe donor died after the 
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SsoT. t. 5J22. Property taken under a disposition purporting to operate 
Property as an immediate gift inter vivos^ if it was not bond fide made, that 
f^oh is is, as a real transaction intended to have operative effect (t), three 
deemed to j^ars before the donor’s death, is also deemed to pass on the 

????• death {k). . , 

Inmediate In the case of gifts made for public or charitable purposes, the 
^t\M inter period, however, is twelve months, and not three years (Z). 

A gift may be bond fide although it is made to avoid death 
duties (m). It need not be made in contemplation of death at 
all (n), but it must, seemingly, be of property which, if it had not 
been given, would have been chargeable with estate duty as part 
of the donor’s estate (o). 

The disposition may be by way of transfer, deliveiy, declara- 
tion of trust, settlement upon persons in succession (p), or 
otherwise (q). 

A gift may be liable to duty although made in pursuance of an 
antecedent moral (r) or enforceable voluntary (s) obligation, and, in 


31 st May, 1881, but before the 2nd August, 1894, account duty is cbargoablo 
(Customs and Inland Bevenue Act, 1881 (44 & 46 Viet. c. 12), s. 38 (2) (a)). 

(•) See note (/), p. 210, post 

(k) Finance Act, 1894 (67 & 68 Viet. c. 30), s. 2 (1) (c); Customs and Inland 
Bevenue Act, 1881 (44 & 45 Viet. c. 12), s. 38 (2) (a); Customs and Inland 
Bevenue Act, 1889 (62 & 63 Viet. c. 7), s. 11 (1) (first branch) ; Finance (1909-10) 
Act, 1910 (10 Edw. 7, c. 8), s. 69 (1). If the donor’s death was before the 30th 
Apiil, 1909, the period is twelve months, and not three years (Finance Act, 1894 
(67 & 68 Viet. 0. 30), s. 2 (1) (c) ) ; and it is so also where the gift was effected before 
the 30th Ajjril, 1908 (Finance (1909-10) Act, 1910 (10 Edw. 7, c. 8), s. 69 ( 1 ) ). It 
has been said that ** gift ” is to bo construed in the broad sense of res data, and 
not in the narrower and stricter sense of res donata (/A. M. Advocate v. Ueywood^ 
Lonsdale's Trustees (1906), 43 Sc. L. B. 629, per the Lord President (Lord 
Dunedin), at p. 633; see also A.-O, v. Smyth, [1905] 2 1. B. 653, per Palles, 
C.B., at p. 671). Personal property taken as an immediate gift inter vivos, 
within three months of the death (extended to twelve months by the Customs 
and Inland Bevenue Act, 1889 (52 & 63 Viet. c. 7), s. 11 (1) ), whore the donor 
died after the 3lBt May, 1881 , but before the 2nd August, 1894, is chai^eable with 
account duty (Customs and Inland Bevenue Act, 1881 (44 & 45 Viet. c. 12), 
•.38 (2) (a)). 

(/) Finance (1909-10) Act, 1910 (10 Edw. 7, c. 8), s. 69 (1), even where the 
death is after the 29th April, 1909 {ibid,), 

(m) A,^0,y, Richmond and Gordon {Duke), [1909] A. C. 466. 

(«) A,-Q, V. Booth (1894), 63 L. J. (q. b.) 356; A,-G, v. Richmond and Gordon 
[Duke), [1909] A. C. 466, per Lord Atkinson, at p. 475. 

(p) A,-G. V. De l*rMlle, [1900] 1 Q. B. 223, C. A. (release of a life interest). 

( p) Miles V. R, (1897), 41st Report of the Commissioners of Inland Bevenue, 
167, following A.-U. v. Jacobs Smith, [1895] 2 a B. 341, 353, C. A. ; A.-fA. v. 
Sm^h, [1906] 2 1. B. 663; II, M, Advocate y, Ileyivood^ Lonsdale's Trustees, 
supra; Inland Revenue v. Iley wood- Lonsdale's Trustees (1906), 43 Sc. L. B. 689. 
See also IVheeler v. Humphreys, [1898] A. C. 606, per Lord Maonaguten, at 
p. 609. 

{q) Finance Act, 1894 (57 A 58 Viet. c. 30), s. 2 (1) (c) ; Customs and Inland 
Bevenue Act, 1881 (44 & 45 Viet. c. 12), s. 38 (2) (a) ; Customs and Inland 
Bevenue Act, 1889 (52 & 53 Viet. c. 7). s. 11 (1) (first oranch). 

(r) A.-a. V. Chamberlain (1904), 90 L. T. 681. 

(s) A,-G, V. Cobham {Viscount) (19U4), 90 L. T. 816; H, M, Advocate v. 
Hey wood- Lonsdale's Trustees (1906), 43 Sc. L. B. 629. Gifts in consideration of 
marriage were made charg^ble with estate duty by the Finance Act, 1894 
(57 4t 58 Viet c. 30), s. 2 (1) (c) ; see A.-O. v. Holden, [1903] 1 K. B. 832 ; 

y. Smyth, [1905] 2 L B. 553. It was otherwise iu the case of account duty. 
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the latter case, not the less so by reason of its purporting to bo 
made in consideration of the release of the prior obligation (<)• 

The donee may be a member of a restricted class in whose favour 
the donor has acquired the right to make gifts out of another’s 
property (u), and, seemingly, whether such right was acquired by 
purchase or gratuitously (a). 

223. Property taken under any gift, whenever made, is deemed 
to pass on the donor’s death, if bond fde (b) possession and enjoy- 
ment of it was not immediately assumed by the donee, and 
thenceforward retained to the entire exclusion of the donor, or of 
any benefit to him by contract or otherwise (c). 

The right to possess under the terms of a gift is not 
possession (d) ; and it is payment, and not the obligation to pay, 
which confers enjoyment (c). 

The possession and enjoyment, seemingly, may be assumed by 
the donee in the ordinary course of business, provided that the 
donor does not by any collusion, trick, or undue delay continue to 
enjoy the use of or take any benefit from the property (/). 

If the non-exclusion of, or benefit to, the donor extends to, 
or overrides, the whole subject-matter of the gift, the whole is 
chargeable with estate duty (g). But where the reservation can be 


where the donor died after the 31st May, 1881 , but before the 2nd August, 1894 ; 
and by the Finance (1909-10) Act, 1910 (10 Edw. 7, c. 8), s. 69 (2), such gifU 
are not deemed to pass on the donor’s death, at any rate ^here the death was 
after the 29th Apiil, 1909. 

U) A,-0. V. Cobham ( Viscount) (1904), 90 L. T. 816. 

(u) Inland Revenue v, Heyivooa- Lonsdale' e Trustees (1906), 43 So. L. B. 689. 

(а) Ibid., per the Lord Ordinary (Johnston), at p. 691. 

(б) See note(/), p. 210, post. 

(c) Finance Act, 1894 (57 & 58 Viet. c. 30), s. 2 (1) (c); Customs and Inland 
Bevenue Act, 1881 (44 & 45 Viet. c. 12), s. 38 (2) (a); Customs and Inland 
Be venue Act, 1889 (52 & 63 Viet. o. 7), s. 11 (1) (first branch). To escape the 
duty, the deceased must be excluded both from the possession and enjoyment 
of the property and from any benefit {A.-O, v. Orey (Earl), [1898] 2 Q, 13. 634, 
C. A, per A. L. Smith, L.J., at p. 641). As to what is not possession and 
enjoyment, see v. Waghorn 0909), Times, 6th February. Where the 

donor died after the 3l8t May, 1889, out More the 2nd August, 1894, and the 
gift was of personal property, account duty is chargeable (Customs and Inland 
Bevenue Act, 1889 (62 & 63 Viet. c. 7), s. 11 (1) ). 

{d) H, M. Advocate v. M' Taggart Stewart (1906), 43 Sc. L. B. 465, per the 
Lord President (Lord Dunedin), at p. 474. 

(e) H. M. Advocate v. Heywood-Lolhdal^s Trustees (1906), 43 Sc. L. B. 529, 
per the Lord Ordinary (Peaeson), at p. 632, 

(/) Matheson v. Inland Revenue Conimisstoners (1898), 14 Sheriff Court Beports, 
166 (payment made when donor called on her agent to settle money matters 
with mm, three months after the date when the gift purported to be made). 

(^) Qrey {Earl) v. A.-G., [1900] A. C. 124 (reservation to the donor of 
an annuity less than the income of the property given, and a power of revoca- 
tion of the gift in certain events, namely, the donee’s death in the donor’s 
lifetime, or failure by the donee to perform certain covenants, including a 
covenant to pay the donor’s debts out of the property ; the power of revocation 
was released within a year of the donor’s death!. Where wnat was reserved is 
released outside the period preceding the donor^s death within which enjoyment 
by the donor involves payment of duty, the gift is not deemed to pass on the 
donor’s death (Finance (1909-10) Act, 1910 (10 £dw* 7« o. 8], s, 69 (3) ), at anj 
rate where he died after the 29th Ap^, 1909. 
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considered cs extending to a part onlj of the subject-niatteri thenp 
seemingly, only that part is chargeable with the duty (h\ 

The tenefit need not be reserved out of the subject-matter 
of the gift, but may be secured only by the donee’s personal 
covenant (t). 

A transaction does not cease to be a gift merely because 
the annual benefit secured to the donor is greater than the interest 
on the property comprised in the gift at the rate obtainable on 
trust investments, or because the annual payment to the donor is 
to bo continued by the donee to a third person after the donor’s 
death (A:). 

A contingent reversion, reserved to the donor, in the corptbs 
of property given upon trusts is not reserved out of the gift, but is 
something not comprised in the gift (Z). 

224. Money received under a policy of assurance effected by any 
person on his life, where the policy is wholly kept up by him for 
the benefit of a designated (m) donee, whether nominee or assignee, 
or a part of such money in proportion to the premiums paid by him, 
where the policy is partially kept up by him for such benefit, is 
deemed to pass on the assured’s death (n). 

The liability to duty is independent of the existence of any 
obligation upon the assured to keep up the policy, or of any arrange- 
ment between him and any other person in relation thereto (o). 

Sub-Sect. 6, — Setllmentt with Reservation, 

225. Property passing under (p) any settlement effected by any 
instrument not taking effect as a will, whereby an interest in the 
property, or the proceeds of the sale of it, for life or any other 
period determinable by reference to death (q), is reserved either 
expressly or by implication to the settlor, or whereby the settlor 
may have reserved to himself the right, by the exercise of any 
power, to restore to himself, or to reclaim the absolute interest in 

(/*) A»-G, V. Orey {Earl), [1898] 1 Q. B. 318, ;'cr Cqankell, J., at p. 325 ; 
see also Re Cochrane, [1905] 2 L it 620, per Kenny, J., at p. 643. 

(*) A.-O. V. Worrall, ri895] 1 Q. B. 99, C. A. 

{k) V. Johnson, n903j 1 K. B, 617, 0. A. ; and compare Tiord A cZfOca^c v. 
Jlf’/uTtfics (1881), 19So. li. K. 438; Crossman v. R, (1880), 18 Q. B. B. 256; 
Lord Advocate v. Wihons (1894), 31 Sc, L. R. 819. 

(/) Re Cochrane, [1906] 2 I, R. 200, 0. A. 

(to) Lord Advocate v. Fleming, [1897]»A. 0. 145. 

(n) Finance Act, 1894 (57 & 58 Viet c. 30), & 2 (1) (c) ; Customs and Inland 
Revenue Act, 1889 (52 & 53 Viet. c. 7), s. 11 (1) (fourth branch); see also 
p. 192, Where tne assured died after the 31 st May, 1889, but before the 2nd 
August, 1891, account duty is chargeable (Customs and Inland Revenue Act, 
1889 (52 & 53 Viet. o. 7), s. 11 (lU. 

fo) A.-C. V. Robinson, [1901] 2 1. R 67, per Pi^LES, C.B., at p, 90, 

(p) It has been said that the expression ** passing under,*’ in this connection, 
is not a phrase of art, but is of a comprehensive nature (A.-O. v. Chapman, 
[1891] 2 Q.B. 526, per cur., at p. 532; approved A.-Q^. v. Wendt (1895), 43 
W. R. 701, per cur., at p. 703j: and that the word ** passing” is at least 
equivalent to and co-extensive with ** disposition ” ( A.-(7. v. RialT, [1906] 2 1. R. 
122, per Pallss, C.B., at p. 133). 

(v) /.f., the *vlife ” and ” death ” of the settlor (Re Cochrane, [1905] 2 L R. 
620, per Pallss, C.B., at p. G34). 
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the property, or the proceeds of the sale of it, is deemed to pass on 
the settlor’s death (r). 

The expression “settlement,” in this connection, includes 
any trust, \ 7 hether expressed in writing or otherwise, in favour of 
any person, and, if contained in an instrument effecting the Mttle- 
ment, whether the instrument was made for valuable consideration (s) 
or not as between the settlor and any other person (t). 

Where a person has reserved'a general power of appointment, as 
well as a life interest, and the power is exercised, the appointment 
is, by the general rule of law, to be read into the settlement creating 
the power, with the result that the appointed property “passes 
under ” the settlement (a). 

It is enough for an interest of some sort to be reserved {b), 
and it may be kept, provided for, or secured to the settlor in any 
way (c). 

Sitb-Sect. 6. — Joint InvestmentB. 

226. Property which a person, having been absolutely entitled 
thereto, has caused to be transferred to or vested in himself and 
any other person jointly, whether by disposition or otherwise, 
including any purchase or investment effected by the person who 
was absolutely entitled to the property, either by himself alone, or 
in concert, or by arrangement (d), with any other person, so that 
the beneficial interest in the property, or in some part of it, passes 


(r) Finance Act, 1894 (57 & 58 Viet. o. 30), s. 2 (1) (c) ; Customs and Inland 
Fovenuo Act, 1881 (44 & 45 Viet. c. 12), s. 38 (2) (c); Orey (Earl) v. u4.-C?,, 
[19(K)] A. G. 124. NVhere the settlor died after the 31st May, 1881, but before 
the 2iid Auguiit, 1894, and the settlement was voluntary, and of personal 
property, account dutv is chargeable (Customs and Inland Eevonue Act, 1881 
(44 & 45 Viet. c. 12), s. 38 (2) (c) ). As to what constitutes a voluntary 
settlement in this connection, see Urosaman v. 11. (1886), 18 Q. B. D. 256. 

(a) Compare A.-G, v. Jacobs Smithy [1895] 2 Q. B. 341, C. A.; aud A.-O, ▼. 
Piaihdonuell (Lord) (^1893), 32 1j. R. Ir. 574. 

(t) Customs ana Inland Revenue Act, 1889 (52 & 53 Viet. c. 7), s. 11 (1) 
(third branch). A si^lar extension of the meaning of voluntary settlement’’ 
to trusts, in general, in favour of volunteers was enacted, in the caso of account 
duty, by the Customs and Inland Revenue Act, 1889 (52 & 53 Viet. c. 7), 
8. 11 (1); see A.-C/. V. Jacobs Smith, supra; A,-0, v. Chaiman, [1891] 2 Q. 11. 
526; DeMestrey. [1891] A. C. 264, P. C.; A.-C7. v. Uathdonnell (Lord), 
supra, 

(a) A.-G, y. Chapman, supra, 

(h) Grossman v. It,, supra (transfer of shares in partnership in consideration 
of an annuity equal to 4 per cent, upon the value of the shares to transferor for 
his life, and secured by the personal covenant of transferee) ; Lord Advocate y, 
Kilsons (1894), 31 Sc. Jj. R. 819 (ditto 5 per cent.) ; A.-G, v. Gosling, [1892] 
1 Q. B. 545 (appointment, to one of a limited class, of share in partnership, at 
appointor’s death^ ; A.-G, v. Wendt (1895), 43 W. R. 701 (annuity, out of gross 
profit, to be paid to widow of deceased partner, by surviving partner, who 
acquir^ the deceased’s share on his death, under Ihe partnership deed) ; A,-G, 
y. Ileywood (1887), 19 Q. B. D. 326, 332 (discretionary trust of income in favour 
of settlor and others during his life). 

(c\ A.^G, y. Gosling, supra, per cur,, at p. 549. 

(a) The words ** in concert ” etc. would appear to point to the existence of some 
contx^tual obligation (A,-G, y, EUis, [1895] 2 Q. B. 466, per cur,, at p. 470). 
It has, however, been said that Savoy Overseers v. Art Union of London, [1890] 
A. C. 296 (a case on the Scientific Societies Act, 1843 (6 A 7 Viet. c. 36), s. 1) 
has deprived A,^G, v. Ellis, supra, of all authority {A.-G, y. Smyth, [1905] 2 I, R. 
553, per Palles, O.B., at p* 564). 
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Estate and Othbb Death Ditties. 


SaoT. t. or sccmoB by sorvivorsbip on his death to the other person, is 
Propertr deemed to pass on the death («). 
which is 

deemed to Sub-Seot. 7.— arUing on Death. 

PW « 227. Any annuity or other interest in property (/), including 
Annuity or moneys payable under a policy of life insurance (g), purchased or 
other interest provided by the deceased (/i), either by himself alone (t), or in con- 
cert or by arrangement (k) with any other person (0i to the extent 
the deceased, of the beneficial interest accruing or arising (m), by surt^ivorsliip 
or otherwiBOi on the deceased’s death, is deemed to pass on his 
death (n). 

Sect. 4. — Exceptions from the Charge of Duty. 

Sub-Sect. 1, — Foreign Property. 

Test of 228. Property passing on the death of the deceased, when situate 

liability. out of the United Kingdom, is included within the charge of duty 
only if, under the law in force before the imposition of the estate 


(c) Finance Act, 1894 (57 & 58 Viet. c. 30), s. 2 (1) (c) ; Customs and Inland 
Povenue Act, 1881 (44 & 45 yict. c. 12), s. 38 (2) (d); Customs and Inland 
Povenue Act, 1889 (52 & 53 Viet. c. 7), s. 11 (1) (second bvancli). Where the 
deceased person, who made such an investment of personal property, died after 
the 3 let May, 1881, but before the 2ud Aup:ust, 1894, account duty is charj>e- 
ablo (Customs and Inland llevenue Act, 1881 (44 & 46 Viet. c. 12), s. 38 (2) (b); 
extended to such investments made in concert or by arrangement with any otlior 
person by the Customs and Inland Rovenuo Act, 1889 (52 & 63 Viet. c. 7), 
fl.ll (1)). 

if) A,-Q. V. Ilohinsonf [1901] 2 I. R. 67, per Palles, C.B., at p. 89. 

((/) i5id., at p. 90-; A.-C/. v. Hawkins, [1901] 1 K. B. 285, per Kennedy, J., 
at p. 292; A.-(/. v. Murray^ [1901] 1 K. B. 105, C. A., per cur,^ at p. 172; 
A.-ii. v. Leihbridyet [1905] 2 IC B. 323, C. A., per cwr., at p. 332. Compensa- 
tion for death payable either under the Employers’ Liability Act, 1880 (43 & 44 
Vict. 0. 421, or under the Workmen’s Compensation Act, 1906 (6 Edw. 7, 
c. 58), would not appear to involve the payment of estate duty in connection 
with the death, 

(/«) It has been said that the provision must be the deceased’s gift, or at his 
cost (Lethbridge v. A. -6?., [1907] A. C. 19, per Lord Macnaohten, at p. 25), by 
a subtraction from his means during life (t5td., per Lord Loreburn, L.C., at 
p. 23). An interest provided at the cost of a third person is, therefore, outside 
the enactment (A.-O. v. Murray, supra), although, in the case of policy moneys, 
the fact that the insurer had no insurable interest in the assured^ life (compare 
Life Assurance Act, 1774 (14 Qeo. 3, c. 48) ), would not, of itself, if the insu- 
rance company in fact paid the moneys, be an objection to the claim ( A .- G , v. 
Murray, supra, per cur,, at p. 172). 

(i) A ,- G , V. Dobree, [1900] 1 Q. B, 442 (deceasod settled a policy and paid the 
premiums). 

(k) See note (d), p. 191, ante. 

(/) A.-O. V. Itvbinsm, [1901] 2 I. R. 67 ; explained, Richardson v. Inland 
Revenue Cornmissioners, [19091 2 I. B. 597, per Palles, C.B., at p. 624 (deceased, 
on his marriage, settled a policy, and Uxo premiums, by arrangement with his 
wife, were paid out ^ f the income of property settled by her on him for life, and 
to which, apart from the settlement, ne would have been entitled in his maiitnl 
right). See also A.-(?. v. Murray, supra, as to distinction between “ provided 
by the deceased in concert with any otW person** and ‘'provided by any 
other person in concert with the deceased.** 

(m) It has been said that this enactment aims at property which springs up 
uiwn the death, and then vests in another, although previously it had not been 
existing in anyone (A.-(?. v. Rohinstm, supra, jter Palles, C.B., at p. 90). 

00 Finance Act, 1894 (57 & 58 Vict, c. 30), s. 2 (1) (d). 
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doty, legacy duty(o) or succession duty (p) is payable in respect 
of it, or would be so payable but for the relationship of the person 
to whom it passes (9). 

Foreign bonds to bearer, locally situate in England, are personal 
property in England, notwithstanding that they contain a charge 
upon foreign real property (r). 

Sub-Sect. 2. — Trmt Property, 

229 . Property passing on the death of the deceased is not deemed 
to include property held by him as trustee for another person, 
under a disposition not made by the deceased, or under a disposition 
made by him more than three years before his death, where posses- 
sion and enjoyment of the property was bond fide (s) assumed by 
the beneficiary immediately upon the creation of the trust, and 
thenceforward retained to the entire exclusion of the deceased, or 
of any benefit to him by contract or otherwise (a). 

Sub-Sect, 3, — StWed Property in which the Interest failed before Possession, 

230 . In the case of settled property, where the interest of any 
person under the settlement fails or determines by reason of his death 
before it becomes an interest in possession, as distinguished from 
remainder or reversion (i), and one or more (c) subsequent limita- 
tions under the settlement continue to subsist {d\ the property is 
not deemed to pass on his death (e). 
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See p. 238, post 

( p) See p. 273, post 

\(j) Finance Act, 1894 (o7 & 68 Viet. c. 30), s. 2 (2) ; see also Tf^nana v. 
A,-a,, [1910] A. 0. 27, 46. 

(r) A,^G, V. Olendining (1904), 92 L. T. 87 ; Winans v. A.-O.y supra. As to 
a mortgage debt on immovable property out of the United Kingdom, see 
Lawson y. Inland Revenue Commissioners , [1896] 2 I. 11, 418; compare also 
Payne y, R., [1902] A. 0. 662, P. C, 

(s) See iiote*(/)i p. 210, posf. 

(а) Finance Act, 1894 (57 & 68 Viet. c. 30), s. 2 (3) ; Finance (1909-10) Act, 
1910 (10 Edw. 7, c. 8), s. 69 (1). In the case of deaths before the 30th April, 
1909, the period is twelve months {ibid.). See also //. M. Advocate y. Oanmnaa 
Trustees (1902), 39 Sc. L. R. 534 (a donor granted interest-bearing bonds oy 
way of gift, and the bonds remained unpaid at the donor’s death ; they were 
held not to be property held by the debtor as trustee for his creditor). 

(б) A.-Q, V. Power ^ [1906] 2 I. B. 272 (a vested interest in the deceased in fee, 
divested by his death under a specified age, where he was not entitled to the 
income, the trustees having a discretionary power as to its application, was not 
a beneficial interest in possession : sed qu.y per Pallbs, C,B,, at p. 280, whether 
estate duty is not payable on the cesser of the actual income applied). 

(c) A,^0. y. Wood, [1897] 2 Q. B. 102. 

(d) I.e., at the time of the death of the person whose interest fails (A,^0, v. 
Ghssop, [19071 1 K. B. 163, C. A., per Cozens-Hakdy, L.J., at p. 177, and per 
Far WELL, L.J., at p. 180). A limitation to a person absolutely is a limitation 
which continues to subsist {A.-G, y. Wood, supra, per Vaughan Williams, J., 
at p. 109; A.-G, y, Glossop, supra, per Faewei^l, L.J., at p. 180; see also Re 
Finance Act, 1894, and StiMert, [1900] 2 L B. 281, jjcr Gibson, J., at p. 296). 
It has, however, been said, although not on the construction of this sub section, 
that a settlement is at an end when the settled property is absolutely vested in 
possession {Re Mundy and RopeFe Contract, [1899] 1 Ch. 275, C. A., jwr 
Llvdlky, M.B., and CHirry, L.J., at p. 297; A,-Q, v. Beech, [1899] A. 0. 63, 
fw I^rd Davey, at p. 60). 

(0 Finance Act. 1894 (57 & 68 Viet. c. 30), a 6 (3). 
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Estate Ain> Otheb Death Duties. 

281 Where property is settled by a person on himsell for life </)» 
and after hie dwth on any other persons, wiA an dtoMte reversion 
of an absolute interest or absolute power of dis^ation to the setUor, 
the property is not deemed to pass to toe “ttlor on toe deato of 
any such other person, by reason only that the settlor, being then 
in possession of toe property, as tenant for life, becomes, in con- 
sequence of such death, entitled to the immediate reversion, or 
acquires an absolute power to dispose of the whole property (.q). 
It IS so, also, where the enlargement of interest etc. is acquired by 
any person other than the settlor (h). 

SuB-SEcrr. 4 . — Property reverting to Disponer, 

232. Where by a disposition of any property an interest is con- 
ferred on any person, other than the disponer, for the life of such 
person or determinable on his death, and such person enters into 
pos8es.sion of tho interest, and thenceforward retains possession of 
it to the entire exclusion of the disponer, or of any benefit to him 
by contract or otherwise, and the only benefit (/) which the disponer 
retains in the property is subject to such life or determinable 
interest, and no other interest, even contingent (/c), is created by 
the disposition, then, on the death of such person, the property is 
not deemed to pass by reason only of its reverter to the disponer in 
his lifetime (Q. 

It is so, also, where any such interest is conferred on two or more 
persons, either severally or jointly, or in succession (m). 

But it is not so where the person or persons taking the life etc. 
interest had at any time prior to the disposition been competent to 
dispose of the property (n). 

233. Where a husband or wife is entitled, either solely or 
jointly with the other, to the income of any property settled by the 
other, under a disposition which took effect before the 2nd August, 
1894, and on his or her death the survivor becomes entitled to the 


(/) Joint lives, semhie, otherwise (A,-0, v. Qlosaopy [1907] 1 K B. 163, 0. A., 
per Cozens-Hardy, L.J., at p. 177). 

{g) Finanoe Act, 1896 (59 & 60 Viet. c. 28), s. 14. The death, in terms of the 
Act, must be after the 30th June, 1896 (t5tcf., s. 24 (1)) ; but see next note. 

(A) A,^G, V. Wood^ [1897] 2 Q. B. 102. It seems tnat the exception in the 
Finanoe Act, 1896 (59 & 60 Viet. c. 28), s. 14, is included in the wider exception 
ill the Finance Act, 1894 (57 & 58 Yict. c. 30), s. 5 (3). 

(♦) A.-Q, V. Penrhyn (1900), 83 L. T. 103; A.^Q, v. Olossop, [1907] 1 JL. B. 
163, 0. A. ; compare also Re Cochrane^ [1906] 2 I. B. 200, C. A. 

(k) A.-G'. V. Penrhyn^ supra; A. -O', v. Qhssop^ supra, 

{l) Finanoe Act, 1896 (59 & 60 Yict. c. 28), s. 15 (1). The death must he 
after the 30th J une, 1896 {ibid., s. 24 (1) ). Where executors to meet an annuity 
sot aside a capital sum, as an adminis^ative act, without direction in the will, 
it seems that, on the annuitant's death, no estate duty is chargeable in respect 
of tho acquisition of the capital sum, in point of beneficial enjojment, by the 
persons entitled under the will {A.-O, y. Hannm (1904), 48th iteport of the 
Commissioners of Inland Bevenue, 121, per Channsll, J.}. 

(m) Finance Act, 1896 (59 & 60 Yict. c. 28), s. 15 (2). The exemption has 
been held to apply on the m^st death {Watson v. Inland Revenue Commissioners 
(1900), 16 Sherm Court Beports, 235). 

(n) Finanoe Act, 1896 (69 5t 60 Yiot. o. 28), 8. 15 (8). 
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234 . Estate duty is not payable in respect of property paBsing B(mAfid^ 
on the death of the deceased by reason only of a Jond pur- 
chase («) from the person under whose disposition the property sider^oa In 
passes, nor in respect of the falling into possession of the reversion money, 
on any lease for lives, nor in respect of the determination of any 
annuity for lives, where the purchase was made or the lease etc. 
granted for full consideration (t) in money or money’s worth paid 
to the vendor or grantor for his own use or benefit, or, in the case 
of a lease, for the use or benefit of any person for whom the grantor 
was a trustee (a). 

Where any such purchase was made, or lease etc. granted, for BohS fid9 
partial consideration in money or money’s worth, paid as above, 
the value of the consideration is allowed as a deduction from the o^idmtion. 
value of the property (6). 

A bond fide purchase is one which is not fraudulent or unreal, 
and the consideration, which was in fact the whole consideration, is 
the full consideration, even if on the lace inadequate (c). 

If the consideration comprises something in addition to 


(o) A.-O* V. Stranfje, [1898] 2 Q. B. 39, C. A. 

( Finance Act, 1894 (57 & 68 Viet. c. 30), a. 21 (5). 

Iq) /.e., real property aa defined by the Succession Duty Act, 1863 (IG & 17 
Viet. c. 61), a. 1 ; see p. 263, post. 

(r) Finance Act, 1896 (59 & GO Viet. c. 28), a. 15 (4). The death must be 
after the 30th Juno, 1896 {ibid., s. 24 (1 ) ). 

(») A change of security is not a purchase {A.-O. v. Smith- MarrioU, [1899] 
2 Q. B. 696). 

(t) Compare Lethbridge v. A.-O., [1907] A. 0. 19. 

(а) Finance Act, 1894 (67 & 68 Vict. c. 30), s. 3 (1). As to what is not con- 
sideration in money etc., see A.-O. y. Cohham {viscount) (1904), 90 L. T. 816 
(payment within twelve months of death of sum covenant^ to bo paid by way 
of gift at death); If. M. Advocate y. Heywood-Lcmsdalds Trustees (1906), 43 
Sc. L. K. 629 (ditto) ; Be Clark (1906), 40 1. L, T. 117 (gift of partnership 
business). 

It has been said that the principle of this nrovision is that property purchased 
for a price in money etc. is not io be taxed merely because it is acquired in 
possession on death {A.-O. v. Lohree, [1900] 1 Q. B. 442, per Darling, J., at 
p. 460 ; see also A,-0. y. Smyth, [1905] 2 I. II. 563, per Falles, C.B., at p. 567). 

(б) Finance Act, 1894 (57 & 68 Vict. c. 30), s. 3 (2). Compare Drown v. A.-Cf. 
(1898), 79 L. T. 672, H. L. (partnership deed operating al^ os a settlement). 
As to what is not ^rtial consideration in money etc., see A.-O. y, Johnson, 
[1903] 1 K. B. 617, 0. A. (transfer of capital sum in consideration of annuity 
for lives greater than the income obtainable on a trust investment of the same 
capital sum); H. M, Advocate v. H^wood-Lonsdalds Trustees (1906), 43 Sc. L. U. 

(mnundation of, inter alia, cli^ under marriage settlement by dehiult of 
exercise of limited power of appointment). 

(«} Be Lombard, [1904] 2 L &. 621, per Pallbs, O.B., at p.630 
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1891 
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mortgagor* 


Mode of 
treatment 
where excep- 
tion not 
immediately 
operative. 


Interest as 
holder of an 
office, cor- 
poration sole, 
or beneficiary 
under a 
charity. 


Settled pro- 
perty on 
which, since 
the date of 


inonsy or inon6y*B worth, thon tho nionoy otc* is purtinl con* 

Bi<leration (d). ... i. -j a as 

There may be consideration in money etc. paid to persons other 

than the vendor or grantor (e). 

A transaction which, as between strangers, would be regarded as 
a purchase, is not the less so because the parties are members of 
the same family, and were impelled to the arrangement for the sake 
of their interests, or the honour of the family (/). 

235. Where an interest in expectancy in any property has, 
before the 2nd August, 1894 (^), been bond fide sold or mortgaged for 
full consideration in money or money’s worth, then no other duty 
on such property is payable by the purchaser or mortgagee when 
the interest falls into possession than would have been payable if 
the Finance Act, 1894 (/i), by which the estate duty was imposed, 
had not passed ; and, in the case of a mortgage, any higher duty 
payable by the mortgagor ranks as a charge subsequent to that of 
the mortgagee (i). 

In the case of a mortgage, the exception is personal to the 
mortgagee, and the mortgagor, if the equity of redemption proves 
sufficient, must pay the whole estate duty out of it (/c). 

In the case of the sale of an interest expectant on the death 
of the survivor of more than one person, where estate duty is 
payable and paid on the first death, it seems that a repayment of 
the duty, but without interest, is to be made on tho last death, 
when the exception becomes operative (/). 

236. Property in which the deceased or any other person had 
an interest ceasing on the death of the deceased is not deemed to 
pass on the death where the interest was only an interest as bolder 
of an office (w), or recipient of the benefits of a charity, or as a 
corporation sole (n). 

Sub-Sect. C, — Where Death Duty already paid, 

237. If estate duty has already been paid in respect of any 
settled property since the date of the settlement, the estate duty is 
not payable in respect thereof until the death of a person who was 


(r/) Lethbridge v. [19071 A. 0. 19, per Lord Atkinson, at p. 28; Rt 

Lomltaid, [1904] 2 I. 11. 621, per Palles, C.B., at p. 631. 

(f) Be Lombard, supra, per Palles, O.B., at p. 632. 

(/) Lethbridge y. A. -O'., supra; see title Family Arbanoements. 

(7) Where the sale was after the 1st August, 1894, and before tho 9th April, 
1900, see p. 204, poef; where it was after the 1st August, 1894, and before the 
I9th April, 1907, see p. 206, post ; where it was after the 18th April, 1907, and 
before the 30th April, 1909, see p. 203, post, 

(h) Finance Act, 1894 (37 & 38 Viot. c. 30). 

(t) Ibid,, 8 . 21 (3). 

(k) Re Vernon, [1901] 1 K. B. 297. If tho equity should prove insufficient, a 
way, it has been said, would probably bo found 0! protecting the mortgagor 
from liability to duty in excess of it (ibicL, per Puillimore, J., at p. 307). 

U) Re Reversionary Interest Society, v. Walker (1896), Times, 14th May. 
fm) A. -6. -y. Eyres, [l909] 1 K, B. 723 (trustee under a settlement). 

(n) Finanoe Act, 1894 (37 4b 38 Yiot. c. 30), s. 2 (1) (b) ; see titles ChabixieSi 
Vol. IV., p. 203; OoRPORATioifs, Vol. Vm., p. 878. 
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at the time of his deaths or had been at any time daring the oon* Smr. A 
tinuance of the settlement, competent to dispose of such property (o), Exceptions 
and who, if on his death subsequent limitations under the settlement 9rom the 
tiAe effect in respect of such property, was sui juri$ at the time of 
his death, or had been sui Juris at any time while so competent to 
dispose of the property (p). the eottie- 

The principle of this exception seemingly applies to property 
deemed to pass on death by reason of the cesser of an interest, 
where a further interest arises on the death, and ceases on a later ^ 
death (q). 

Payment of estate duty in respect of an interest in expect- 
ancy in settled property of which, subject to an existing life 
interest, the deceased was competent to dispose, is, where the 
deceased was the settlor, a payment in respect of settled property (r), 
whether he had only a general power of appointment, exorcised by 
his will («), or a vested reversionary interest (a). But the exception 
does not apply where by deduction of debts etc. estate duty in 
respect of the interest in expectancy is not in fact paid (6). 

Where after-acquired property is covenanted to be settled, the 
payment of estate duty in respect of property which passes 
absolutely to the covenantor, or to trustees in his right, and 
becomes subject to the covenant, is not a payment in respect of 
settled property (c). 

The payment of estate duty in respect of a covenantor’s estato, 
without allowance for (d) a covenant debt, due by him or his 
executors etc. to the trustees of a settlement, is, seemingly, a 
payment in respect of settled property (c), although the estate duty, 


(o) Finance Act, 1894 (57 A 68 Viet. c. 30), s. 5 (2). 

(jj) Finance Act, 1898 (61 A 62 Viet. c. 10), 8. 13. As to the retrospective 
operation of this last provision, compare A,^0, v. Theobald (1890), 24 Q. B. !>• 
557. 

Ciompare Inland Revenue v. Madachlan (1899), 36 Sc. L. B. 727. 

(r) Inland Revenue Commiaeionere v. Prieailei/t [1901] A. C. 208. 

(») lUd. 

(a) Compare Lord Advocate y. Mackenzie's Trustees (1905), 42 Sc. L. B. 584. 
Where the deceased was not the settlor, the position was the same (Lord Advo* 
cate V. Mackenzie's Trustees, supra); but by the Finance (1909-10) Act, 1910 (10 
£dw. 7, c. 8), 8. 55, for the purpose of any claim to relief from estate duty unaer 
the Finance Act, 1894 (57 & 58 Viet c. 30), s. 6 (2), in the case of persons dyin^^ 
after the 29th April, 1909, payment of duty, whether made before, on, or after 
that date, is not to be deemed to be a payment in respect of settled property if 
the Myment was made in respect of an interest in expectancy in any property on 
the death of a person other than the settlor. Woere, however, the interest 
in expectancy was, before the 30th April, 1909, bond fide sold or mortgaged 
for full consideration in money or money's woi-th, then no other duty on 
the property is payable by the purchaser or mortgagee when the interest falls 
into possession tiian would have been payable if the Finance (1909-10) Act, 
1910 (10 £dw. 7, c. 8), s. 55, had not passed, and in the case of a mortgage 
any higher duty payable by the mortgagor ranks as a charge subsequent to 
that of the mortgagee (t5ta., s. 64) ; and this rule applies generally to all the 
death duty provisions of that Act (ibid.). 

(h) Lord Advocate v. Mackenzie's Trustees, supra. 

ic) Lord Advocate v. Harvey's Trustees (1901), 39 Sc. L. B. 71. 

(d) Compare Finance Act, 1894 (57 A 58 Viet. c. 30), s. 7 (1) (a).* 

(e) Re Mar t/on^ Wilson, Wilson v. Maryon^ Wilson (1899), 47 W. B. 635, pe/ 
K^EWICB. «r., at p. 636. 

U.L.— Xlll, 
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ssoT. 4 . except by deficiency of assets, is not, apart from express direetioBj 
Exceptions payable out of the covenanted Bnm(/). 

from the Where a person expectantly entitled to settled property re-settles 
Charge of gufl estate duty is eubaequentljr paid in respect of the property 
as passing on the original life tenant’s death, the “ settlement,” 
Settiement since the date of which the estate duty has been paid, and daring 
under which the continuance of which the re-settlor was competent to dispose 
pu^where property,” is the original settlement under which he 

hmdMUied derived his benefit, and not the re-settlement by which he parted 
andre-Mttled. with his interest (^). 


(f) Re Qray, Gray v. Qray^ [1896] 1 Ch. 620; R^ Chisholmt Ooddard y, 
Brodie, [1902] 1 Ch. 457. 

{g) A.-O. V. Hayt [1899] 2 Q. B. 245, 251 (a settlement of a money fund^ an 1 
a re'Settlomeut of it, whilst still in expectancy, by the expectant beneficial^. 

A settlement for the purpose of the Settled Land Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet, 
c. 38), s. 2, may consist of a series of deeds (Re Ailesbury (Maryuis) and Iveagh 
[Lora)f [1893] 2 Ch. 345 ; Re Du Cane ana NMefold*e Contract^ [1898] 2 (3i. 
96, 105), and there may be at the same time a more comprehensive settlement 
consisting of several deeds, and a less comprehensive settlement oonstitated by 
one of the deeds {Re Mundy and Roper's Oontractf [1899] 1 Ch. 275, 295, 0. A.). 

In the case of a settlement and re-settlement of a money fund, where, after 
the date of the re-settlement, the life tenant continued to enjoy his interest 
under the original settlement, the original settlement is, for the purpose of 
estate dutyyilte governing document, and the re-settlement is an appendage 
itayy 8upra,p«- Kennedy, J., at p. 252) ; and the original settlement 
may consist of a series of deeds ending with that under which the re-settlor took 
his benefit (t6fd., at p. 251). 

The decisions under the Settled Land Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 38), it has 
been said, may be regarded to ascertain the meaning of the word ** settlement*’ 
for the purpose of estate duty (see note (p), p. 184, ante); but contrast the 
language of s. 22 (1) (i) of the Finance Act, 1894 (57 & 68 Viet. c. 30), which 
enacts that the expression settlement is to mean any "instrument” which is, 
or would bo etc., a settlement within the meaning of s. 2 of the Settled Land 
Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 38), with the language of that section, which enacts 
that any " Instniment or instruments,” under or by virtue of which etc., is or 
are to be a settlement. 

In the case of a disentail of settled land by the remainderman in tail, with 
the life tenant's consent, and a re-settlement of the remainder in fee, subject to 
a life estate to the original life tenant, whether expressed to be in restoration 
of his old life estate {Re Ailesbury {Marais) and iveagh {Lord), eupra) or not 
{Re Mundy and Roper's Contract, supra), the series of deeds, including the re- 
settlement, form a settlement for the purpose of the Settled Land Act, 1882 
(45 & 46 Viet. c. 88). 

But, at any rate where the new life estate is expressed to be in restoration of 
the old life estate, the effect of the re-settlement is to leave the original settle- 
ment where it was, affected only by such matters as might be intmuced, not 
for the purpose of destroying the life estate, but for the puipose of giving effect 
to the new arrangements {Harrison v. Round (1852), 2 De G. M. & G. 190 ; Re 
Wriglds Trustees and Marshall (1884), 28 Ch. D. 93). Queers, in such circum- 
stances, whether or not the doctrine of A.-G. v. Bay, supra, applies to a 
re-settlement of land, notwithstanding that the operative instnunent under 
which the life tenant enjoyed his interest after the date of the re-settiement 
was, in form at least, the re-settlement, and not the original settlement ; see 
also, A.-G. V. Londeshcrough (Karl), 119041 1 K. B. 749. 

For succession duty purposcr, the disposition which, in such circumstances, is 
deemed to confer the succession on tne life tenant’s death is made by the 
disentailing assurance and re-settlement {Braybroo&e {Lord) v. A.-G. (1861), 9 
11. L. Cas. 150 , per Lord Cahpbedl, L.O., at p. 168); and it has been said that 
this is the rule also for estate du^ (Parliamentary Debates, 4th Series, Vol. 50 
(1897), col. 785, per Finlat, S.-G. (with the concurrence of Webstbb, A.-G.), 
in the House of Ckimmons). 
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236. Estate duty is not payable on the death of a deceased 
person in respect of personal property settled by a will or disposition 
made by a person dying before the 2nd August, 1894, in respect of 
which pro^rty probate duty or account duty has been paid or is 
payable, unless in either case the deceased was at the time of his 
death, or at any time since the will or disposition took effect had 
been, competent to dispose of the property (A). 

Payment of probate duty in respect of an interest in expect- 
ancy in personal property settled by deed, and which, subject 
to an existing life interest, the settlor appoints by will under a 
general power reserved to himself, is a payment in respect of 
personal property settled by a disposition made by him (e). 

Where the settled personal property is directed to be invested in 
land, the exception equally applies (A), and not the less so where, in 
the lifetime of the life tenant under the will, the land is disentailed 
and re-settled (Q. 

239. Where, however, the property is not settled,** the exception 
does not apply (in). 

240. Where on the death of a deceased person estate duty 
becomes payable by a person in respect of any property passing 
under a settlement made by a will or disposition which took effect 
before the 2nd August, 1894, and before that date the additional 
succession duty (n), the temporary estate duty (o), or the 1 per cent. 


(/<) Fiuance Act, 1894 (57 & 58 Viet. c. SO), a. 21 (1). The pHraxnount object 
of this proTiaion is that settled propeity shall not pay two duties, first probate 
duty and then estate duty (A.-u. v. Dodwyton^ [1897] 2 Q. B. 378, C. A., per 
A. L. Smith, L.J., at p. 380). Where a mortgage on real property settled by a 
will is, under a direction for that purpose, paid oil out of the testator's personal 
estate which has borne probate duty, the amount of such mortgage cati 
seemingly be deducted in arriving at the principal value of the real property 
for estate duty purposes {H. M. Advocate v. Taggart Stewart (lOOG;, 43 
Sc. L. It. 465, per the Lord Ordinary (Pearson), at p. 470). 

(») A.-G. V. Dodington, supra; approved by the llouse of Lords in 
Inland Revenue Cvmmiseionere v. Friesiley^ [1901] A. C. 208, 211, 214, 210. 
Where probate duty has once been paid, or Become payable, in respect of the 
interest of the settlor in the settled propeHy, that is effectual to oxetnpt 'he 
property from estate duty (A.-O. v. Diniington, enpra.per Hioby, L.J., at p.383). 
The instrument exercising the power is to be read into the instrument creating 
it (compare A.^0, v. Chapman ^ [1891] 2 Q. B. 526, and see A.-^G. v. Dodington, 
[1897] 1 Q. B. 722, per Vattohan Williams, J., at p. 732). The provision in 
the Finance (1909-10) Act, 1910 (10 £dw. 7, c. 8), s. 55, referred to in note (a), 
p. 197, ante, applies equally to the payment of or liability to probate duty in 
respect of an interest in expectancy in any property on the death of a porsou 
other than the settlor. Payment of or liability to account duty confers a like 
exception from estate duty in similar circumstances. 

{k) A.~G. V. L(mde$borough( Earl), r 10061 1 K. B. 98, 0. A. ; Finance Act, 
1894 (57 & 58 Viet a 30), s. 22 (1) (i). The fact that since the payment of tho 
probate duty the property has changed its form from that of personalty into 
that of realty cannot affect the application of the principle, for the intention of 


the legislature to remedy an injustice must be to remedy it fully, and in every 
cose in which it might arise (A.^Q. v. Londeshorough {EarT), eupta, per Coixixs. 
M.E.,atp. 106). 

(/) A.^Q. V. Lmdesboraugh (Earl), eupra. 

(m) H. M. AdtfocaU v. M'Taggart Stevmrt, supra, at pp» 470, 473 ; see also 
Am Advocate v. Stewart, [1902] A. C. 34L 
) See p. 283, poet. 

See note (c), p. 283, poet. 
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legacy or succession duty (p), has been paid or is payable under the 
same will or disposition on the capital value of the property, the 
Commissioners are to allow the amount which would have been 
payable on account of the duty if the duty were calculated on the 
value of the property on which estate duty is payable ({)• 

Provided that, if the person by whom the duty is payable so 
requires on the first delivery of his account, the deduction to be 
allowed (r) is to be the amount of the duty so paid (s), or payable, 
in respect of the property on which estate duty is payable (t). 

241. Where the Commissioners are satisfied that, in a British 
Possession to which this provision applies, duty is payable by 
reason of a death in respect of any property situate in such Possession 
and passing on such death, they are to allow a sum equal to the 
amount of that duty to bo deducted from the estate duty payable in 
respect of that property on the same death (a). 

The Sovereign (!>) may by Order in Council apply this provision 
to any British Possession where he is satisfied that, by the law of 
such Possession, either no duty is leviable in respect of property 
situate in the United Kingdom when passing on death, or the law 
of such Possession as respects any duty so leviable is to the like 
effect as the foregoing provision (c). 

The Sovereign in Council may revoke any such order where it 
appears that the law of the Possession has been so altered that it 
would not authorise the making of an order (d). 


( p) See pp. 243, 282, post 

{q) Finance Act, 1896 (59 Sc 60 Viet. c. 28), 8. 21 ; Finance Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 
7, c. 13), 8. 15. The deduction is only allowable in connection with deaths 
after the 30th June, 1896 (Finance Act, 1896 (59 & 60 Viet. c. 28), as. 21, 24 (1) ), 
M Finance Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 131, s. 15. 

(«) An allowance cannot be made for duty paid upon a life interest (Re Foley 
(/.ady) (1898), TimeSy 18th May). 

(0 The amount of the allowance is not affected by a loss of capital value due 
rnemy to a chause of investment (Re Sykee (1899), County Court of Redhill^ 
12th i^ril, cited Soward’s Estate Iluty, 4th ed., p. 23). 

(a) Finance Act, 1894 (57 & 58 Viet. c. 30), s. 20 (1). 

Ih) Interpretation Act, 1889 (52 Sc 53 Viet. c. 63), s. 30. 

(c; Finance Act, 1894 (67 Sc 58 Viet. c. 30), s. 20 (3). Orders in Council have 
boon made as follows : — Bahama Islands, 11th May, 1895 ; Barbados, 29th June, 
1896; Bermudas, 11th May, 1895; British Columbia, 26th October, 1896; 
Biitish Guiana, 22Dd Febru^, 1896; Ceylon, 11th May, 1895; Falkland 
Islands, 3rd October, 1895 ; Fiji, 24th August, 1895 ; Gambia, 11th May, 1895 ; 
Gibraltar, 16th July, 1895 ; Gold Coast Colony, 16th July, 1895 ; Grenada, 18th 
October^ 1909; Hong Kong, 11th May, 1895; India (British, not including 
the Feadutory Native States), 2nd February, 1895; Jamaica, 3rd August, 
1897; liabuan, 18th May, 1897; Lagos, 16th July, 1895; Leeward Islands, 
16th July, 1895 ; Manitoba, 26th October, 1896; Natal, 16th July, 1895; New 
Brunswick, 26th February, 1897 ; Newfoundland, 8th March, 1895 ; New South 
Wales, 29th May, 1905 ; New Zealand, 2nd February, 1895 ; Nova Scotia, 20th 
October, 1898; Ontario, 26th October, 1896; Quebec, 15th January, 1897; 
Sierra lioone, 8th February, 1896; South Australia, 11th May, 1895; Stiuits 
Settlements, 11th May, 1895; Tasmania, 13th October, 1897; Trinidad and 
Tobago, 13th August, 1895 ; Victoria, 8th February, 1896; Western Australia, 
Ist August, 1896 ; Yukon Tenitoir, 10th Januaiy, 1910. 

(d) Finance Act, 1894 (57 Sc 58 Viet. o. 30), s. ^ (41. The Order in Council 
dated 13th August, 1895, applying s. 20 to the colony ox the Cape of Good Hope, 
has been revoked by Order in Council dated 2 Ist November, 1908. 



Pabt II.— Estate Duty, 

Sub-Sect* 7 . — Oihtr Ewctpiions^ 

242. The law and practice existing at the time of the imposition 
of the estate duty relating to any of the death duties are, subject 
to the provisions of the Finance Act, 1894 (c), and so far as they 
are applicable, to apply, as if in terms made applicable, for the 
exemption of the property of common seamen, marines, or soldiers, 
who are slain or die in the service of the Sovereign (/ ). 

The like law and practice, subject as above, similarly apply 
for the purpose of the payment of sums under £100 without 
requiring probate or letters of administration (g), 

243. Estate duty is not payable in respect of a single annuity 
not exceeding £25 purchased or provided by the deceased, either 
by himself alone or in concert or arrangement with any other 
person (/i), for the life of himself and of some other person and the 
survivor of them, or to arise on his own death in favour of some 
other person ; and if in any case there is more than one such 
annuity, the annuity first granted is alone entitled to the 
exemption (i). 

244. Estate duty is not payable in resj^cct of gifts made in 
consideration of marriage, or which are proved to the satisfaction 
of the Commissioners to have been part of the normal expenditure 
of the deceased, and to have been reasonable, having regard to the 
amount of his income, or to the circumstances, or which, in the case 
of any donee, do not exceed in the aggregate £100 in value or 
amount ( j). 

246. Estate duty is not payable in respect of any pension or 
annuity payable by the Oovonimont of British India to the widow 


(e) FiDanco Act, 1894 (57 & 58 Viet. c. 30). 

(/) Ihid,f 8, 8 (H; Stamp Act, 1815 (55 Goo. 3, c. 184), Schod., Part HI. 
Exemptions, branch 1 (representation to common seamen etc. slain or dying; 
etc. not chargeable wilh probate duty). As to meaning of '* common '* seumeii 
etc., compare the contemporary statute (now repealed) (1815) 55 Qeo. 3, c. GO, 
Sebed. B, where a warrant or petty officer in tno navy, or non-commissionod 
officer of marines, is contrasted with a common seaman or marine. But see 
Navy and Marines (Property of Deceased) Act, 1805 (28 & 29 Viet. c. Ill), s. 2. 
(g) Finance Act, 1894 (57 & 58 Viet. c. 30), ss. 8 (I), 22 (1) (c). Compare, 
Begimental Debts Act, 1893 (50 & 57 Viet. c. 5), s. IG ; Navy and Murines 
(Property of Deceased) Act, 1805 (28 & 20 Viet. c. Ill), b. 0; Superannuation 
Act, 1887 (50 & 51 Vici c. 07), s. 8. In the case of a person entitled to make a 
nomination under the Friendly Societies Act, 1896 (59 Sl 00 Viet. c. 25), whose 
estate in respect of which estate duty is payable exceeds £100, any sum paid 
under the Act without representation is liable to estate duty (/5td., e. 59). in 
the case of a deceased depositor in the Post Office or a Tinst^ Savings Bank, if 
his total property, after deduction of debts and funeral expenses, exceeds £100, 
any sum payable under the Statutory Begulations, otherwise than to his legal 
personal representative, is, nevertheless, for the purposes of estate duty, treated 
as passing under his will or intestacy (see Post Office Savings Bank Act, 1801 
(24 A 25 Viet. c. 14), s. II, and Post Office Savings Bank Begulations, 1910, 
cl. 88 ; Savings Bonks Act, 1887 (50 A 51 Viet. c. 40), ss. 2, 3 ; Savings Banks 
Act, 1891 (54 & 55 Viet. c. 21), s. 12 (2); and Trustee feivings Bank Begulations, 
J90(>, cl. 26 (1). See also the Supreme Court Funds Buies, r. 02). 

J ) See note (d), p. 191, ante, 

I Finance Act, 1894 (57 A 58 Viet a 30), s. 15 (1). 

^ Finance (1909-10) Act, 1910 (10 Bdw. 7. c. 8), s. 59 (2). The death, 
»/e, must be after the 29th April, 1909. 
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8B0T. 4. 
EzoeptioDft 
iiromihe 
Charge of 
Doty. 

Adfowton. 

Picturef etc. 
of national 
etc. intereet. 


or child of any deceased officer of such Government, notwith- 
standing that the deceased contributed during his lifetime to any 
fund out of which the pension or annuity is paid (k). 

246. Estate duty is not payable in respect of any advowson or 
church patronage which would have been free from succession duty 
under the exemption stated later ({). 

247. Where any property passing on the death of a deceased 
person consists of pictures, prints, books, manuscripts, works of art, 
scientific collections, or oihet things not yielding income, which 
appear to the Treasury to be of national, scientific, historic, or 
artistic interest, such property only becomes chargeable with estate 
duty when it is sold, and then only in respect of the last death on 
which it passed (m). 

The Treasury finding has relation back to the time of the death, 
and it seems that the estate duty when ultimately payable does 
not become so upon or by reason of ” the death (»)• 


Sect. 6. — Aggregation of Property, and Rates of Duty^ 
Sub-Sect. Aggregation of Property, 

General rule. 248. For determining the rate of estate duty to be paid on any 
property passing on the deceased’s death, all property so passing in 

(^) Finance Act, 1894 (57 & 58 Yict. c. 30), b. 15 (3). 

(f) iWd., B. 15 (4) ; Succession Duty Act, 1853 (16 & 17 Viet c. 51), s. 24. 
See p. 281,|KMt. 

(m) Finance Act, 1896 (59 & 60 Viet c. 28), s. 20(1); Finance (1909-10) Act, 
1910 (10 £dw. 7, 0 . 8), b. 63. The death must bo after the 29th April, 1909. 
ViThere the death wob after the 30th June, 1896, and before the 30th April, 1909, 
the exception does not extend to pictures etc. of merely artistic interest, and is 
restricted to property which is settled bo as to be enjoyed in kind in succession 
by different j^rsons, and while enjoyed in kind by a person not competent to 
dispose of it (Finance Act, 1896 (59 & 60 Viet. c. 28), ss. 20 (1), 24 (1) ). In such 
a case, if the property is sold, or is in the nossession of some pei'son who is then 
competent to dispose of it, it becomes liable to estate duty {ihid,). As to 
legacy duty, see p. 240, fto$t ; and as to succession dutv, see p. 281, poet. See 
per Ine Lord Privy Seal (Viscount Oaoss) in the ifoiise of Loras (1897), 
Parliamentary Debates, 4th series, Vol. 49, col. 1500, as to the Treasury inter- 
pretation of this provision, and the procedure to be adopted. 

'Where it is considered that any paxticulaT works of art are of national etc. 
interest, within this provision, and it is desired to obtain exemption from estate 
duty accordingly in respect thereof, application must be made to the Treasury. 
The application should state the short particulars of the ** settlement ” (if there 
is one), and the grounds upon which the articles are considered to be of nationid 
etc. interest. An inventory of the articles, showing the separate value attributed 
to each, should accompany the application. If there is a ** settlement,*’ and it is 
by a will which, at the date of the application, has not been proved, an extract 
from the will, so far as material, should accompany such application. But if 
the settlement ” is by deed which has not hitherto been noW in the Estate 
Duty Office, it, or a copy of it, should be sent there for that purpose. The 
application is forwarded by the Twasury to the Oommissionera of Inland Eeveime, 
and if their expert adviser on art etc. matters, after examination of the aiticles, 
if considered necessary, is of opinion that they come within the meaning of the 
provision, the Oommissioners report to the TnMury aooordingly. 

As to the power of the Tressuiy to remit death duties in respect of any such 
pictures etc. given or bequeathed for national etc. purpoees, see p. 182, ante. 

(n) lU IFyn^am v. LseomJUtd (1904), 90 Ju T. 399, 0. A. (directioii 

to pay out of lenduary estate the estate date ** j^yahle upon or by reason of * 
the testator’s death in respect of such settled property). 
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respect of which estate duty is leviable is, sahjeet to the exceptions Bsm. s, 
stated below, aggregated so as to form one “ estate,” and the duty AggregsUon 
is levied at the proper graduated rate on the principal value of Property, 
thereof (o). 

Property passing on any death is not aggregated more than of D^. 
once ( p). rropertr la 


249- Property in which the deceased never had an interest is 
not aggregated with any other property, but is an estate by neTerhadui 
itself ( 4 ). 

250. Settled property which passes, or is deemed to pass, on the settled pro- 
deceased’s death under a disposition made by a person dying before Pfrty uuder 
the 2nd August, 1894, and which would, if the disponer had died on 

or after that date, have been liable to estate duty on bis death, is prior to ^ ^ 
treated as an estate by itself (r). 2nd August, 

251. Where the net value of the property in respect of which smaU osutes. 
estate duty is payable on the deceased's death, exclusive of propertv 

settled otherwise than by his will, does not exceed £1,000, such 
property forms an estate by itself («). 

252. Where the Treasury, under the power conferred upon Pictures etc. 
them (t), remit the estate duty in respect of pictures etc. which 

appear to them to be of national etc. interest, such property is not ® 
aggregated with any other property («). 

Property consisting of pictures etc., which pass on the deceased’s 
death, and appear to the Treasury (a) to be of national etc. interest, 
is not aggregated with other property on the death, but forms an 
estate by itself (6). 

253. Where an estate includes an interest in expectancy, and interests in 
the payment of the estate duty in respect of that interest is deferred, expectancy. 

(o) Finance Act, 1894 (57 & 68 Viet. c. 30), s. 4 ; Finance Act, 1900 (63 ^ 

64 Viet a 7), 8, 12 (1). 

(p) Finance Act, 1894 (57 & 58 Viet o. 30), s. 7 (10). 

Iq) Ibid,, 8. 4 ; Finance Act, 1900 (63 & 64 Viet. c. 7), 8. 12 (1). 

0 Finance Act, 1900 (03 & 64 Viot c. 7), 8. 12(2); Finance Act, 1007 
(7Edw. 7,0. 13), 8. 16. 

Where, however, the deceaeed died before the 19th April, 1907, but after 
the 8th April, 1900, such settled property is aggrerated, but the aggregation 
does not operate to enhance the rate of duty payable either upon the settlcil 
promrty or upon any other property by more than one ball per cent, in excess 
of we rate at which 'duty would have been payable if such settled property bad 
been treated as an estate by itself (Finance Act, 1900 (63 & 64 Viet. c. 7), 

8 . 12 ( 2 )). 

Frope^ is not ** settled,*' within the meaning of ibis enactment, where it is 
given to a person ior life, with remainder to her children, and, in default, for 
such persons as she appoints, and she dies without issue, having exercised 
the power of appointment {lie Magan (1908), Iri$h Tme$t 19th May). 

Where the deceased dim before the 9th Anril, 1900, such settled property 
follows the rule of aggregation stated at the ena of para. 253, p. 204, post* 

t s) Finance Aet, 1694 (57 ft 58 Viet. c. 30), s. 16 (3). 
t) See p. 182, anU, 

u] Finaaoe Act, 1894 (57 ft 58 Tiot c. 30), s. 15 (2)* 
a) See p. 202, ante. 

h) Finance Act, 1896 (59 ft 60 Viet. o. 2^), s. 20 (1) ; Finance (1909-10) 

Act, 1910 (P £dw. 7, e. 8), s. 63. The death must be after the 30th Jane, 1^ 
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H«oT. s. as it may be (c), until the interest falls into possession, then, for the 
Atferetfation purpose of determining the rate of estate duty in respect of the rest 
of Property, of the estate, the value of the interest is its value at the date of the 
and Rates deceased’s death, and the rate in respect of the interest when it falls 
of Doty. possession is calculated according to its then value, together 

with the value of the rest of the estate as previously ascertained (d). 
Accrctioni Property accruing to a deceased person’s estate after his 
under the death, under the will of an ancestor who survived him, in the 
circumstances stated earlier (c), is aggregated with the other 
aggregable property passing on the death of such person to find 
the rate appropriate for the accruing property, but it seems that 
no higher duty is chargeable on such other property (J). 

Bale or Where an interest in expectancy in any property has, after 

the let August, 1894, but before the 9th April, 1900 (^), been 
cVf^ocj sold or mortgaged for full consideration in money or 

afur lit money’s worth, then no other duty on such property is payable by 
»ridbefore9th purchaser or mortgagee when the interest falls into possession 
April, im " than would have been payable if the law as to aggregation had 
contained the following provision; — 

The provision is, that any property which, under a disposition not 
made by the deceased, passes immediately on his death to some 
person other than the wife or husband, or a lineal ancestor or lineal 
descendant of the deceased, is an estate by itself, except that any 
benefit which, under such a disposition, is reserved or given to tho 
wife etc., is aggregated with property of the deceased (h). 


Sub-8ect. 2,-— Hates oj DiUy, 

Rntoi of 254. The rates of estate duty are as follows (i) : — 

ebtatc dutj. Where the principal value of the estate exceeds £100 and docs 
not exceed £500, the rate is 1 per cent. Where the value exceeds 
£500 and does not exceed £1,000, the rate is 2 per cent. Where 
the value exceeds £1,000 and does not exceed £5,000, the rate is 
8 per cent. Where the value exceeds £5,000 and does not exceed 
£10,000, the rate is 4 per cent. Where the value exceeds £10,000 
and does not exceed £20,000, the rate is 5 per cent. Where the 
value exceeds £20,000 and does not exceed £40,000, the rate is 
6 per cent. Where the value exceeds £40,000 and does not exceed 


(Finance Act, 1896 (59 & GO Viet. c. 28), 8. 21 (1)). In the case of deaths before 
the 80th Apxil, 1909, tho provision only applies to settled objects ; see note (i?)}, 
p. 202, onto. 

(c) See p. 213, post 

(d) Finance Act, 1891 (57 & 58 Viet, a 30). s. 7 (0). 

(f) Wills Act, 1837 (7 Will. 4 & 1 Viet. c. 2G), s. 33 ; see p. 186, ants 
{/)JU Scott, [1900] 1 a B. 372, 388; affirmed, [1901] 1 K. B. 228, 
0. A. 


{g) Where the interest has been sold or mortgaged etc. before the 2nd August, 
1894, see p. 196, ants. 

(h) Finance Act, 1900 (63 & 64 Viet. o. 7), s. 12 (1) (ijroviso); Finance Act, 
1894 (67 & 58 Viet. o. 30), s. 4 (proviso) ; and this provision applies generally 
where tho deoeas^ died before the 9th April, 190u (ibid,). In tbe case of a 
mortgage, any higher duty, payable by the mortgagor, ranks as a charge 
subs^uent to that of the mortgagee (Finance Act, 1900 (63 A 64 Viet. c. 7), 
s. 12 m (proviso)). 

(i) Fmonoe (190940) Act, 1910 (10 Edw. 7, c. 8), s. 54, Sched. IX. The 
imm must bo after the 29th April, 1909 (f6id, s. 54]» 
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£70,000, the rate is 7 per cent. Where the value exceeds £70,000 sbct- 
and does not exceed £100,000, the rate is 8 per cent. Where the Asgresation 
value exceeds £100,000 and does not exceed £150,000, the rate is of Property, 
9 per cent. Where the value exceeds £150,000 and does not 
exceed £200,000, the rate is 10 per cent. Where the value exceeds o* Dut y. 
£200,000 and does not exceed £400,000, the rate is 11 per cent. 

Where the value exceeds £400,000 and does not exceed £600,000, 
the rate is 12 per cent Where the value exceeds £600,000 and 
does not exceed £800,000, the rate is 18 per cent. Where the value 
exceeds £800,000 and does not exceed £1,000,000, the rate is 14 per 
cent. Where the value exceeds £1,000,000, the rate is 15 per cent. 

255. Where an interest in expectancy has, after the 18th April, Sale or 
1907, and before the 30th April, 1909, been bond fide sold or mort- 
gaged for full consideration in money or money’s worth, then no ezp^ncy 
other duty is payable by the purchaser etc. than would have been after istb 
payable if the scale of rates bad been as follows (k ) : — amfbefore’ 

Where the principal value of the estate exceeds £100 and sothAprit 
does not exceed £500, as if the rate had been 1 per cent. Where leos. 
the value exceeds £500 and does not exceed £1,000, as if the rate 
had been 2 per cent. Where the value exceeds £1,000 and does, 
not exceed £10,000, as if the rate had been 8 per cent. Where the 
value exceeds £10,000 and does not exceed £25,000, as if the rate 
had been 4 per cent. Where the value exceeds £25,000 and does 
not exceed £50,000, as if the rate had been 4§ per cent. Where 
the value exceeds £50,000 and does not exceed £75,000, as if 
the rate had been 5 per cent. Where the value exceeds £75,000 
and does not exceed £100,000, as if the rate had been 5} per cent. 

Where the value exceeds £100,000 and does not exceed £150,000, 
as if the rate had been 6 per cent. Where the value exceeds 
£150,000 and does not exceed £250,000, as if the rate had been 
7 per cent. Where the value exceeds £250,000 and does not 
exceed £500,000, as if the rate had been 8 per cent. Where the 
value exceeds £500,000 and does not exceed £750,000, as if the 
rate had been 9 per cent. Where the value exceeds £750,000 and 
does not exceed £1,000,000, as if the rate had been 10 per cent. 

Where the value exceeds £1,000,000 and does not exceed £1,500,000, 
as if the rate had been 10 per cent, on £1,000,000 and 11 per cent, 
on the remainder. IVhere the value exceeds £1,500,000 and does 
not exceed £2,000,000, as if the rate had been 10 per cent, on 
£1,000,000 and 12 per cent, on the remainder. Where the value 
exceeds £2,000,000 and does not exceed £2,500,000, as if the rate 
had been 10 per cent, on £1,000,000 and 13 per cent, on the 
remainder. Where the value exceeds £2,500,000 and does not 
exceed £8,000,000, as if the rate hod been 10 per cent, on 
£1,000,000 and 14 per cent, on the remainder. Where the value 

(i) Finance Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 13), s. 12, Sched. I. ; Finance fl909-l«) 

Act, 1910 (10 Edw. 7, c. 8), a. 64. And this scale applies generally where the 
deceased died after the 18th April, 1907, and before the 30th April, 190'J 
(Finance Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 13), s. 12 ; Finance (1909-10) Act, 1910 
(10 Edw. 7, c. 8), s. M). In the case of a mortgage, any higher duty payable 
oy the mortgagor ranks as a charge subsequent to that of the mortgagee 
(Einanoe (1909-10) Act, 1910 (10 Edw. 7, c. 8^ s. 64). 
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of Duty. 

Side or 
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after Ist 
Aagust, 1894, 
and before 
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1907, 


Fixed duty of 
806. or 506. 
where gross 
▼aluo not over 
4i300ori8500; 


exceeds ^£8,000,000, ae if the rate had been 10 per cent on 
£1,000,000 and 15 per cent, on the remainder. 

256 . Where an interest in expectancy has, after the 1st Angustp 
1894, and before the 19th April, 1907, been bond fide sold or 
mortgaged for full consideration in money or money’s worth, then 
no other duty is payable by the purchaser etc. than would have 
been payable if the scale of rates in the last paragraph, in the 
case of estates exceeding £150,000 in value, had l^en as 
follows (1 ) : — 

Where the principal value of the estate exceeds £150,000 and 
does not exceed £250,000, as if the rate had been per cent. 
Where the value exceeds £250,000 and does not exceed £500,000, 
as if the rate had been 7 per cent. Where the value exceeds 
£500,000 and does not exceed £1,000,000, as if the rate had been 
li per cent. Where the value exceeds £1,000,000, as if the rate 
had been 8 per cent. 

257 . Where the gross value of the property in respect of which 
estate duty is payable on the death of the deceased, exclusive of 
property settled otherwise than by his will, does not exceed £500, 
the person intending to apply for representation (m) to the deceased 
may pay a fixed duty in place of the duty according to the scale. 
‘Where the gross value of the property does not exceed £800, the 
fixed duty is 80^., and where it exceeds £300 and does not exceed 
£500, the fixed duty is 508. (n). 

Where such property includes property which is proved to the 
satisfaction of the Commissioners to be subject to a charge created 
for securing unpaid purchase-money, or money borrowed to pay 

(f) Finance Act, 1894 (57 & 58 Viet c. 39), s. 17; Finance Act, 1907 (7 
£dw. 7, c. 13), 8. 12 (proviso). And this scale applies generally where the 
deceased died after the 1st August, 1891, and before the 19th April, 1907 
(Finance Act, 1894 (57 & 58 Viet c. 30), s. 17 ; Finance Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, 
c. 13), 8. 12). In the case of a mortgage, any higher duty pa^mble by the 
mortgagor ranks as a charge subsequent to that of the mortgagee (Finance Act, 
1907(7 Edw. 7, c. 13), s. 12 (pi'oviso)). 

Where the doceas^ died after the 1st August, 1894, and before the let 
July, 1896, and tlie principal value of the estate contains a fractional part of 
£10 over £10, or any multiple of £10, the duty is payable for the full sum of 
£10. Whera the deceased died after the 30th June, 1896, and before the 
9ih April, 1900, and the principal value oomprises a fraction of £100 in excess 
of £100 or any multiple thereof, such fraction is oxcludod, except that where 
the principal value exceeds £100, and does not exceed £200, the duty is £1 
(Finance Act, 1894 (57 & 58 Viet c. SO), s. 17 (proviso) ; Finance Act, 1896 
(59 & CO Viot. 0 . 28), s. 17 ; Finance Act, 1900 (63 & 64 Viet c. 7), s. 13 (1) ). 
Where the decoasoa died on or after the let June, 188), and bexore the 2nd 
August, 1894, and account duty is payable, the rate of duty is in accordance 
with the scale of rates of probate duty as sot out at p. 312, poit (Customs 
and Inland Beveuue Act 1881 (44 45 Viet o. 12), s. 38 (1) ). Whore in the 

case of an account for account auty delivered on or after the Ist June, 1889, 
the value of the property exceeds £10,000, temporary estate duty is also payable. 
The rate is os set out in note (5), p. 312, po«<, m the case of the like duty vsh&n 
payable as au additiou to probate duty (Customs and Inland Bevenue Act, 
1889 (52 A 53 Viot c. 7), s. 5 (2) ). 

(n.) /.f., probate of a will or lettora of administration (Finance Act, 1894 
(57 58 Viet o. 30). a. 22 (1) (c)). 

(m) y5id., •, 16 m, (2) ; Oustoma and Inland Bevenue Aot| 1881 (44 4t 45 
Viot 0 . 1!^, a. 83 (I). 
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porchase-money, or to be subject to^or liable to be made subject to, 
a charge for securing an advance made, or to be made, for the 
purpose of the purchase thereof, the gross value of the property is 
to be taken to be its value subject to such charge or liability (o). 

Where it is afterwards discovered that such gross value exceeds 
£800 or £500, as the case may be, estate duty according to the 
scale is payable (p). 

If, however, the Commissioners are satisfied that there were 
reasonable grounds for the original estimate of the value of the 
property, they may allow to be deducted from such duty an amount 
equal to the fixed duty paid (q). 

258. Estate duty is, in the first instance, to be calculated at the 
appropriate rate according to the value of the estate as set forth in 
the Inland Bevenue affidavit or account delivered, but if afterwards 
it appears that for any reason too little duty has been paid 
additional duty is payable (r), unless a certificate of discharge has 
been delivered, and is to be treated as duty in arrear (s). 

The issue of such certificate of discharge, under the provisions 
for that purpose, does not affect the rate of duty payable in respect 
of any property afterwards shown to have passed on the death, and 
the duty in respect of such property is at such rate as would be 
payable if its value were added to the value of the property in 
respect of which duty has already been accounted for (t). 

Sect. 6. — Value Chargeable. 

Sub-Sect, 1.— Value. 

259. The principal value of any property is estimated to be the 
price which, in the opinion of the Commissioners (u), it would fetch 
if sold in the open market (x) at the time (a) of the deceased’s 
death (b). 

In estimating such principal value under this provision, the 
Commissioners are to fix the price of the property according to the 
market price at the time of the deceased’s death, and are not to 


90T 

Sect. 5. 
Aggregation 
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and Rates 
of Doty. 


llato> u first 
detcrmiood, 
may require 
to be 

sabsequently 

rectified. 


Meaning of 
** priiici( al 
value,” 


(o) Finance (1909-10) Act, 1910 (10 Bdw. 7, c. 8), 8. 61 (2). 

(y») Finance Act, 1894 (57 & 58 Viet. c. 30), s. 16 (1), (2); Customs and 
Inland Bevenue Act, 1881 (44 & 45 Viet. c. 12), s. 35. 

(q) Bevenue Act, i903 (3 £dw. 7, c. 46), s. 14. The death must be after the 
31st August, 1903 (ibid,), 

(r) With interest. (Finance Act, 1896 (59 & 60 Viet. c. 28), s. 18 (1) ). 

(a) Finance Act, 1894 (57 & 58 Viet. c. 30), a 8 (7). 

(t) Ibid, B, 11 (3). 

(u) The Commissionerahave exclusive jurisdiction to estimate the price in tho 
fir^ instance (A.-O. v. Jameson, [1905] 2 L B. 218, 0. A., Fitzoibbon, L.J., 
at p. 228). All the court can do is to decide the legal points that lie at the 
t^eshom of any inquiry as to value (A.-(7. v. Jafneson, [1904] 2 I. E. 644, per 
Keunt, J,, at p. 664). 

(x) Ptice in the open market is what would be obtainable upon a sale where 
it was open to every one who had the will, and the money, to offer the price 
which the deoeaseda property was worth as he held it (A.-(7. v. Jameson, eu/jra^ 
per Fitzgibbon, L.J., at p. 230). 

(a) The value at the time of the death is not ascertainable by the larger value 
at a sale at a later date, less the intermediate cost (Inland Revenue v. ifarr*| 
Trusim (1906), 44 So. L. B. 647). 

(5) Penance Act, 1894 (57 A 58 Tict o. 30), a 7 (5). 
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Sect. #. tnaks any reduction in the estimate on account of the estimate being 
Value made on the assumption that the whole property is to bo placed on 
Charseable. the market at one and the same time. Where, however, it is 
proved to the Commissioners that the value of the property has 
been depreciated by reason of the death of the deceased, the 
depreciation is to be taken into account in fixing the price (c). 


Kzoeptlon ai 
regaras 
agricultural 
property. 


Meaning of 
** agrlcuUutal 
property.” 


Shares in a 
private 
limited com- 
pany where 
alienation is 
restricted. 


260 . In the case of any agricultural property, where no part 
of the principal value is due to the expectation of an increased 
income (d) from such property, there is a special rule of valuation 
for determining the value of such property in connection with the pro- 
visions affecting small estates not exceeding £1,000 in net value (c). 
The rule is that the principal value is not to exceed twenty-five times 
the annual value as assessed under Schedule A of the Income Tax 
Acts(/), after making such deductions as have not been allowed in 
that assessment and are allowed under the Succession Duty Act, 
185d(/;), and making a deduction for expenses of management {h) 
not exceeding 5 per cent, of the annual value so assessed (i)* 

‘‘Agricultural property” means agricultural land, pasture, and 
woodland, and also includes such cottages, farm buildings, farm- 
houses, and mansion-houses (together with the lands occupied 
therewith'! as are of a character appropriate to the property (j), 

261 . In the case of shares in a private limited company where 
the articles of association contain restrictive provisions as to 
alienation, the value is what the shares would fetch if they could 
be sold in the open market on the terms of the purchaser being 
entitled to be registered as holder subject to the articles (/c). 


Benefit aocru< 
ing by the 
cemer of an 
Interat. 


262 . The value of the benefit accruing or arising from the 
cesser of an interest ceasing on the deceased’s death is, if the 
interest extended to the whole income of the property, the principal 


(c) Finance (1909-10) Act. 1910 (10 Edw. 7, c. 8), s. 60 (2). The death must 
be after the 29th April, 1909 

(d) By the future conversion of tne property to a different and more profitable 

use V. Jiohimon^ [1901] 2 I. B. 67, per Pallxs, C.B., at p. 80). 

(e) Finance (1909-10) Act, 1910 (10 Edw. 7, c. 8). s. 61 (1). As to the small 
estates in question, see Finance Act, 1894 (57 & 58 Viet o. SO), s. 16(1), (S), 
and p. 203, ante. Where the death was before the 30th April, 1909, the si^cial 
rule applies generally to agricultural property where no part of the principal 
value 18 due to the expectation of an increased income from such property 
(Finance Act, 1894 (57 & 58 Viet. 30), s. 7 (5) (proviso) ; Finance (1909- 10) Act, 
1910 (10 Edw. 7, c. 8), 8. 60 (1) ) ; see Re Feeny (1902), 36 I. L. T. 80. 

(/) See Income Tax Act, 1842 (5 & 6 Viet. c. 35), s. 60. 

{g) Decisions upon the appropriate portions of the Succession Duty Act, 
1853 (1C& 17 Viet. c. 51), may be referred to (A.-C?. v. Robineon, [1901] 2 I. B. 
67, per Palles, O.B., at p. 79). 

(4) These expenses do not include expenses of cultivation, but must be 
restricted to I'emuneration to a third party incident to the collection of rent 
{A,-0, V. Robineon, eufra, per Palles, C.B., at p. 85). There must, it has boon 
said, be management in fact, and inherently necessary {ibid,, per Johnson, J., 
at p. 92) ; although, it has been said, some allowance is always to be made 
{ibid,, per Palles, C.B., at p. 84). 

(») Finance Act, 1894 (57 & 68 Viet. o. 30), s. 7 (6) (proviso). 

W) /6fd.,s.22(l)(g). 

{k) V, Jameeon, [1905| 2 I. B« 218, 0. A. The value of a business is 
not necessarily the price at which the owner’s will gives a person the option of 
purchasing it {Lord Advocate v. Wood'e Trustees (1910), 63ra Beport d Commis- 
sioners of Inland Bevenue, p. 50)» 
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value of that property ; and, if the interest extended to less than 
such whole income, the principal value of an addition to the 
property equal to the income to which the interest extended (Z). 

In the latter case, if the property is incumbered, and the 
incumbrance is not large enough to affect the security of the 
interest which ceased, the incumbrance is to be disregarded in 
ascertaining the principal value of the hypothetical addition to the 
property (m). 

263. Where any lands or chattels are so settled, whether by 
Act of Parliament or royal grant, that no one of the persons 
successively in possession is capable of alienating them, otherwise 
than under the powers of sale or exchange in the Settled Land 
Act, 1882 (w), whether his interest is in law a tenancy for life or in 
tail, the property passing on the death of any person in possession 
of the lands and chattels is the interest of his successor therein, and 
such interest is to be valued for estate duty in like manner as for 
succession duty (o). 

264. Wliere an estate includes an interest in expectancy, and 
the estate duty in respect of it is paid, at the option of the person 
accountable, when the interest falls into possession, the duty is 
payable upon its then value (p). 

265. The value of any property for the purposes of estate duty 
is, subject to the above provisions, to be ascertained by the Com- 
missioners in such manner and by such means as they think fit (q). 

If the Commissioners authorise a person to inspect any property 
and report to them its value, the person having the custody or 
possession of that property is to permit the person so authorised 
to inspect it at such reasonable times as the Commissioners 
consider necessary (r). 

Where the Commissioners require a valuation to be made by a 
person named by them, they are to defray the reasonable costs of 
the valuation («). 

266. The CommiBsioners on application from a person account- 
able for the duty on any property forming part of an estate are, if 
they consider that it can conveniently be done, to certify (t) the 


(0 Finance Act, 1894 (67 & 68 Viet. c. 30), e. 7 (7). The concluding phrw 
has been described as an inaccurate expression for property the income of which 
is equal to the income to which the interest extended (A.-O. v. Power, [1906] It 
L It. 272,^ Palleb, O.B., at p. 277). 

Cm) Loiv Advocate v. ffendereon’e Trueteee (1906), 42 Be. L. R. 720. 

(n) Settled Land Act, 1882 (46 & 46 Viet c. 38), s. 68 (1) (i) ; Me Bolton 
Metatee Act, 1863, [1904] 2 Oh. 289. 

(o) Finance Act, 1894 (67 & 68 Viet o. 30), t. 6 (6) ; compare A.-G. v. 
Richmond {Duke) {No. 2), [1907] 2 K. B. 940. BemWe, it is immaterial that m 
the actual case succession duty may in fact not be payable {Re Bolton EetaUn 
Act, 1863, [1904] 2 Oh. 289, per JoTCB J., at p. 303). 

(p) Re Eyre, [1907] 1 K. B. 331. 

(q) Finance Act 1894 (67 A 68 Viet c. 30), s. 7 (8). 

(r) Tbid.. e. 7 (8). 
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Sect. 6, 

Value 

Chargeable. 

What allow- 
aaces may be 
made. 


What dcbte 
may not be 
detfucted. 


Estate akd OrHiot Dsiatb nunsa. 

amount ol the valuation accepted by ttwm fw My class or 
description of property forming part cd the estate(a}. 

Sttb-Seot* 2e — DedwiioM* 

267. In determining the value of an estate for the purpose of 
estate duty, allowance is made for reasonable funeral expenses (l»), 
and for debts and incumbrances (c), including mortgages and 

terminable charges (d). . . ^ • j i .t. -j , 

An allowance is not made for debts incurred by the deceased, 
or incumbrances created by a disposition made by him, unless 
such debts etc. were incurred or created (e) bond, for full 

consideration in money or money’s worth (g), wholly for his own 
use and benefit (Ji), and take effect out of his interest (t). 

Where a debt or incumbrance has been incurred or created in 
whole or in part for the purpose of or in consideration for the pur- 
chase or acquisition or extinction, whether by operation of law or 
otherwise, of any interest in expectancy in any property passing, or 

(a) Finance Act, 1894 (57 & 58 Viet. c. 30), s. 8 (8). 

(b) Compare Edwards v. Edwards (1834), 2 Or. & M. 612 (amount depends 
upon deceased’s condition in life, and the price of the requisite articles at the 
particular place) ; Hancock v. Podmore (1830), 1 B. & Ad. 260 (as against a 
creditor) ; i2. v. Price (1884), 12 a. B. I). 247. per Stephen, J., at p. 254, 
referring to Williams v. Williams (1882), 20 On. D. 659 (cremation) ; Stag v. 
Punter (1744), 3 Atk. 119 (carriage of body from distance) ; Bridge v. Brown 
(1843), 2 Y. & 0. Oh. Oas. 181 (tomb) ; Mellick v. Asylum (President and 
Guardians) (1821), Jac. 180 (expensive monument ; Johnson v. Baker (1825), 2 
0. & P. 207 (mourning) ; Pitt v. Pitt (1768), 2 Lee, 508 (ditto) ; Ambrose ▼. 
Kerrison (1861), 10 0. B. 776 (married woman separated from husband); 
Gregory v. Lockyer (1821), Madd. & G. 90 (married woman with separate estate ) ; 
Be MWyn, Lignihoum v. WMyn (1886), 33 Oh. B. 575 (marriea woman^ who 
appoint^ husnand executor). 

(c) Finance Act, 1894 (57 & 68 Viet. c. 30), s. 7 (1). Semhhy this provision 
applies only to the case of an estate passing from a deceased owner subject to his 
debts and incumbrances (^Cowley {Earl) v. Inland Revenue Commissioners ^ [1899] 
A. 0. 198, per Lord Davey, at p. 221). 

(d) Finance Act, 1894 (57 & 68 Viet o. 30), s. 22 (1) (k). 

(f) Quoere, wholher the words “ wholly for the deceased’s own use and 
benefit” in iJid., s. 7 (1) (a), are to be read with the word “created,” or relate 
only to the “ consideration ” (A.-(7. v. Richmond and Gordon (Duke\ [1909] 
A. 0. 466, per Lord Loreburn, L.O., at p. 469) j see also note (/f), infra, 

(/) A bond fide transaction is a real and ^nuine transaction intended to 
have full and real operation without any secret or covinous arrangement or 
reservation (A.-G. v. Richmond (Bide) (No. 1), [1907] 2 K B. 923, per Brat, J., 
at p. 937 ; affirmed, A,^G, v. Bichmond ana Gordon {Duke), supra, per Lord 
Atkinson, atp. 475). 

(</) A debt for a philanthrmiio purpose is not allowable (H. M, Advocate 
Gunning's Truetees (1902), 39 »o. L. B. 534), nor is a debt in consideration of 
the release of a voluntary debt of like amotmt (compare A.-G. v. Oohham 
( Fwcoun/U 1904), 90 L. T. 816), nor a debt in consideration of marriage and 
money (B. M, Advocate v, Alexander's Truetees (1905), 42 So. L. R 307, 810 ; 
compare also H* M, Advocate v. TTarreiMfor’e Trustees (1906), 43 Sc. L. B. 278* 
per the Lord Ordinary (Pbarson), at p. 281). As to dissection of the con« 
sideration in questions under the Finance Act, 1894 (57 & 58 Viet. c. 30). 
s. 3 (2), see 2^m5ard. [1904] 2 1. R 621. 

(h) Th^ie words apply to the consideration given for the incumbrance, not 
to the incumbrance itself (A.-G. v. Richmtmd and Gordon {Duhe\ [1909] A. 0. 
466, per Lord Atkinson, at p. 478). The motive for incurring the debt is 
immaterial, and so also what the debtor intends to do with the money (tdid.* at 
pp. 475, 478) ; see also note (e), supra, 

(i) Finance Act, 1894 (57 & 58 Viet. c. 30), s. 7 (1) (a). 
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deemed to pass, on the deceased’s deathi and any person whose Sm:. 6. 
interest in expectancy is so purchased etc. becomes (under any dis- Value 
position made by, or through devolution of law from, or under tbe Chargeable, 
intestacy of, the deceased) entitled to any interest in that property, — 
then no allowance is made in respect of such debt etc., ana any 
property charged with any such debt etc. is deemed to pass freed 
therefrom ( j). 

If part only of such debt etc. was incurred etc. for such purpose 
etc., the above provision applies to that part only {k). 

If a person whose interest in expectancy in the property so pur* 
chased etc. becomes entitled to an interest in part only of that pro* 
perty, the above provision applies only to such part of the debt etc. 
as bears the same proportion to the whole debt etc. as the value of 
the part of the property to an interest in which he becomes entitled 
bears to the value of the whole of that property (Z). 

An allowance is not made for any debt in respect of which there 
is a right to reimbursement from any other estate or person, unless 
the reimbursement cannot be obtained (m). 

268. Allowance is made for increment value duty which is to be increment 
collected on the occasion of the death in respect of the fee simple of duty to 
any land, or any interest in land, comprised in the property passing ^ 

on the death, as if such duty were a debt (n). 

269. Any debt or incumbrance for which an allowance is made Agaimt wh&t 
is to be deducted from the value of the land or other subjects of 
property liable thereto (o), and the allowance is not made more than be ^lowcl^ 
once for the same debt etc. charged upon different portions of the 

estate (p). 

An allowance is not made in the first instance for debts Debts to 
due from the deceased to persons resident out of the United persons resJ- 
Kingdom (unless contracted to be paid in the Kingdom, or charged fhe 
on property situate therein), except out of the value of any personal Kingdom, 
property of the deceased situate out of the Kingdom in respect of 
which estate duty is paid ; and there is to be no repayment of 
estate duty in respect of any such debts, except to the extent to 
which it is shown to the satisfaction of the Commissioners that the 
personal property of the deceased situate in the foreign country or 
British Possession in which the person to whom such debts are due 
resides, is insufficient for their payment (g). 

270. In the case of settled property, where the expectant sue- Mortgage of 
cesBor mortgages his interest in expectancy, no allowance can be interest in 
made in respect of the incumbrance when the interest falls into 
possession (r). 


(/) Finance (1909-10) Act, 1910 (10 Edw. 7. c. 8), s. 67. 
/6td.,8.57(a). 


/) Ihid,, 8 . 67 , 

m) Finance Act,' 1894 (67 & 68 Viet c. 30), s.7 (1) (b). 

n) Finance (1909-10) Act, 1910 (10 Edw. 7, c. 8), s. 62. 

o) Finance Act, 1894 (67 A 68 Yict. c. 30), s. 7 (1) (last branch), 

Ihid., 8 . 7 ( 2 ). 

(rj JZe Vtrnaa, [1901] 1 E. B. 297. Here the mortgage was before the 



EsTAfS! AND OrnEii Death Duties. 


Bkot. <. 

Valoe 

Chargeable 

Mortgage of 
■ettlS 
property by 
tenant for life 
and remain* 
derman. 
Annuity 
which ceasei 
on death. 


Cost of 
realising or 
administering 
foreign 
property. 


Duty paid in 
a foreign 
country on 
foreign 
property. 


The duty li a 
stamp duty. 


Payment in 
kind. 


Where the tenant for life and the expectant successor mortgage 
their respective interests, and the tenant for life is indomnifi^, 
allowance for the incumbrance cannot be made (s). 

Where the tenant for life and the expectant successor, under a 
joint general power of appointment, appoint the settled property 
oy way of mortgage, only the equity of redemption passes on the 
life tenant’s death, so that, in effect, allowance is made for the 
incumbrance (/). 

No allowance can be made for an annuity which ceases on the 
deceased’s deatli, and is not an incumbrance when the settled 
property passes (m). 

271 . Where the Commissioners are satisfied that any additional 
expense in administering or in realising property has been incurred 
by reason of the property being situate out of the United Kingdom, 
they may make an allowance from the value of the property on 
account of such expense, not exceeding in any case 5 per cent, on 
the value of the property (v). 

Where any property passing on the death of the deceased is 
situate in a foreign country, and the Commissioners are satisfied 
that by reason of such death any duty is payable in the foreign 
country in respect of the property, they are to make an allowance 

the amount of the duty from the value of the property (iv). 

Sect. 7. — Collection of the Duty. 

Sub-Seot. 1.— Duty. 

272 . Estate duty is a stamp duty (a), which is to be collected 
hjr means of stamps or such other means (6) as the Commis- 
sioners (c) may prescribe (d). 

The Commissioners may, if they think fit, on the application of 
any person liable to pay estate duty in respect of any real or 


Finance Act, 1894 (57 & 68 Viet. c. 30). Where the mortgage is after the Act, 
d fvrtiori it is so. 

($) A.-O. V. Montagu {Lord), ri904] A. C. 316. 

(() Cowley {Earl) v. Xnland Jlevenite C(mmi$8ioner$, [1899] A. C. 198. 
Semble, the result is the same where tenant for life and remainderman mort- 
gage tkeir rcsnective intsrests {ibid., per Lord Davby, at p. 219 ; A.-O. v. 
Montagu {Lord), [1904] A. 0. 316, per Lord Davey, at p. 319; but see, 
contra, Cowley (Earl) v. I iland Jlevenue Commmionera, supra, per Lord Watson, 
at p. 208). 

(u) Cowley {Earl) v. Inland JRevenue Commisaionera, aupra. But if property 
detinitely vests in tne successor daring the deceased's lifetime, subject to this, 
that the successor until the death is only to emoy the income, there is no 
liability to estate duty {Re Townaend, [1901] 2 K. B. 331). 

! v) finance Act, 1894 (57 & 68 Viet. c. 80), s. 7 (3). 
w) Ibid., s. 7 (4). 
a) Ibid.. 8. 6 (1). 

b) The nxed duty of 30s. or 50s. (Finance Act, 1894 (57 & 58 Viet. o. 30), 
a. 16 (1) ) is paid by moans of adhesive stamps to be afl^ed to the Inland Bevenue 
affidavit. In all other payments of duty, a stamped receipt for the amount paid 
is nven on the affidavit or account on which the duty is assessed. The stamp 
inmeates the nature of the duty, but not the rate. 

(c) /.e., the OommissionerB cl Inland Bevenue {ibid., s. 22 (1) (m) ). 

{a) Ibid., as. 8 (16), 22 (1) (o). As to reinission ol duty aiM interest, see 
p. 182, oiik. 
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leasehold property, accept in satisfaction of the whole or any part 
of such duty such part of the property as may be agreed upon (e). 

The law and practice existing at the time of the imposition of 
the estate duty, relating, in matters of procedure (/), to any of 
the death duties are, subject to the provisions of the Finance Act, 
1894 (ff), and so far as tiie same are applicable, to apply for the 
purpose of the collection of the estate duty as if in terms made 
applicable to such duty (k). 


SacT.T. 
Collection 
of the 
Duty. 

Application ol 
existing law 
and practice 
as.on the 2nii 
August, ]8!)4. 


Sub-Sect. 2 . — TFAen the Duly it payable. 

273. The duty is due on the delivery of the Inland Eevenue When the 
aflSdavit or account upon which it is to be collected (i), or on the 
expiration of six months from the death, whichever first happens (J), 

and, except as stated below, interest from the date of the death is 
to be paid (A). 

274. Where an estate includes an interest in expectancy, the Rule as 
estate duty in respect of that interest is to be paid, at the option 

of the person accountable, either with the estate duty in respect of expectancy ; 
the rest of the estate or when the interest falls into possession (Z). 

The estate duty due upon an account of real property (m) may, (2) Real 
at the option of the person delivering the account, be paid by 
eight equal yearly instalments or sixteen half-yearly instalments, 
with interest at the rate of 3 per cent, per annum from the date 
at which the first instalment is due, t.e., at the expiration of twelve 
months from the death (n), and the interest on the unpaid portion 
of the duty is to be added to each instalment and paid accordingly, 
but the duty for the time being unpaid, with any interest due, 
may be paid at any time, and if the property is sold, is to be paid 
on completion of the sale, and if not so paid is duty in arrear (o). 

The estate duty in respect of timber trees or wood is payable on (3) Wood- 
the net moneys (if any), after deducting all necessary outgoings 
since the death, which may from time to time be received from the 
sale thereof when felled, until the land on which the timber etc. is 
growing again becomes liable to estate duty, or would but for this 


(e) Finance (1909-10) Act, 1910 (10 Edw. 7, c. 8), 8. 66 H). "So stamp duty 
is payable on any conveyance or transfer of land to the Commissioners under 
this provision (ibid,, s. 66 (2) ). The provision extends also to settlement estate 
duty and succession duty (ibid,, s. 56 (1) ). 

(/) WalheretoriB Trustees v. Lord Advocate (1901), 38 Sc. L. R. 324. 
g) Finance Act, 1894 (57 & 68 Viet. c. 30). 

Ih) Ibid,, 8. 8 (1). 

(i) See pp. 215, 216, post. 

(j) Finance Act. 1894 (67 & 68 Viet. c. 30), s. 6 (7). 

(k) Ibid,, B, 6 (6) ; Finance Act, 1896 (69 & 60 Viet. c. 28), a, 40, Sched., 
Part III. ; see also note (p), p. 223, post, 

(l) Finance Act, 1894 (57 & 68 Viet. c. 30), s. 7 (6). 

(m) For the purpose of succession duty, real property includes leaseholds for 
years (Succession Duty Act, 1853 (16 & 17 Vict. c. 61), s. 1), but there is no 
similar provision in the case of estate duty, except for the specific purpose of 
the Finance Act, 1896 (69 & 60 Vict. c. 28), s. 16 (4) ; see p. 195, ante. 

(n) Under the Finance Act, 1894 (67 4 68 Vict. c. 30), s. 6 (8), income tax 
ooma be deducted against the interest on the duty. This provision was repealed 
by the Finance Act, 1896 (69 & 60 Vict. c. 28), s. 40, Schod., Part IIL 

(e) FutaiioeAet,1894(67 4 68 Victo.30),s.6(8). 
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Sen. 7. provision have become so liable, and is to be pud as and trhutsoch 
CoOsotion moneys are received, with interest at the rate of 8 per cent, per 
of the annum from the date of receipt (p). 

If, however, at any time the timber, trees etc., are sold, either with 
or apart from the land on which they are growing, the amount of 
estate duty on the principal value thereof which, but for tlie above 
provision, would have been payable on the death of the deceased, 
after deducting the amount (if any) of estate duty paid in respect of 
the timber etc. since that date, becomes payable (g). 

( 4 )AiiaBnnit 7 The estate duty due in respect of any annuity or other 
or other . definite annual sum, whether terminable or perpetual, purchased 
tn M wfwm i or provided by the deceased (r), may, at the option of the person 
delivering the account, be paid by four equal yearly instalments, 
the first of which is due at the expiration of twelve months from 
the death, and after that period interest at 8 per cent, per 
annum on the unpaid duly il to be added to each instalment and 
paid accordingly, but the duty for the time being unpaid, with any 
interest due, may be paid at any time (s). 

(6) Settied The estate duty due in respect of pictures, prints, books etc. of 
national, scientific, historic, or artistic interest becomes payable 
iuterest ; ' within one month after the property is sold (t). 

(6)AdTowBoii When an advowsou or church patronage is sold or disposed 
or church of by the successor or in concert with him for money or money’s 

patronage. worth, the estate duty due in respect of the money etc. becomes 

payable at the time of such disposal (u). 

rf^mont t^® Commissioners are satisfied that the estate duty 

where cxccs- leviable in respect of any property cannot, without excessive sacrifice, 
■tve lacrifice be raised at once, they may allow payment to be postponed for such 
niiSng the s“®b an extent, and on payment of such interest, not 
duly.* exceeding 4 per cent., or any higher interest yielded by the property, 
and on such terms, os they think fit (a). 

Sub-Sect. 3. — By whom the Duty u payable, 

(1) Personal Property of which the Deceased was competent to dispose 
at his Diath, 

Duty which 276. The executor of the deceased is accountable for {h) the 
the executor estate duty in respect of all personal property wheresoever 

[p) Finance (1909-10) Act, 1910 (10 Edw. 7, c.’ 8), s. 61 (5). The death must 
bo uter the 28th April, 1910 (ibid,y The value of tne timber etc. is to be aggre- 
gated with the other property passing on the death of the deceased to determine 
the value of the estate and the rate ot estate duty (ibid,), 

(^ J Ibid,, B, Cl (5) (proviso). 

(r) the annuity or annual sum indicated in the Finance Act, 1894 (67 & 58 
Viet. c. 80). 8. 2 (1) (d). 

(•) Finance Act, 1896 (59 & 60 Viet c. 28). ss. 16, 18 (1). 

(t) Ibid,, B, 20 (2); Finance (1909-10) Aot,Jl910 (10 Edfw. 7, o. 8), b, 63. In 
the G^use of deaths bmore the SOtn April, 1909, where the exception rroni duty is 
restricted as stated in note(m), jj. 202, ante, the estate duty is alternatively pay- 
able, in the case of a person coming into posse^on, or if in possession becoming 
competent to dispose of the property, within six months after the date thcrotS 
(Finance Aot, 1896 (59 60 Viet a 28), s. 20 (21 ). 

(a) Finanoe Act 1894 (57 4t 68 Viot o. 80), s. 15 (4), inoomiating Sucoeasion 
Duty Act, 1853 (16 ft 17 Viet o. 61), a. 24. 

(a) Finanoe Act 1894 (67 ft 68 Viet o. 80), i® 8 (9> 

W /Wd.,a.8(3:. ^ 



of which the deceased wa» to dismto rt l^ 

^irfh and is to pay iton deUvering the Inlaad Bew^affi^nKd). 

“ iJfeSS^’ means the exeontor or adn^strator, a 
j .Lii ^reon and includoj, as regards any nU^fatm oa^ 
iltstfteKpart of the Finance Arf, 1894 («)» any pen^ who 
SeB ^session of or intermeddles with the personal propwly of a 

find Itevenue Affidavit " means the affidavit of ^ne of 
the estate which is delivered in connection with an appl^tmn for 
OTobate or letters of administration, with the account and sehedulo 
annexed thereto, or an affidavit correcting the same (jr). 

277. The executor is to the beat of his knowledge and belief (%) 
to specify in appropriate accounts annexed to the Inland Revenue 
affidavit all the property in respect of which estate duty is payable (i) 
upon the death of the deceased (A:). 

Where the executor does not know the amount or value of 
any property which has passed on the death, he may state in 
the Inland Revenue affidavit that such property exists, but be 
does not know the amount or value of it, and that he undertakes, 
as soon as the amount and value are ascertained, to bring in 
an account of it, and to pay both the duty for which be is liable, 
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(c) Accordingly, it appears to be inoumbont on the executor, to the extent of 
the assets wbidh be has received as such, or might but for bis own neglect or 
default have received (Finance Act, 1894 (57 & 58 Viet. c. 30), s. 8 (3) ), to pay 
the estate duty on the deceased’s personal property locally situate out of the 
United Kingdom at the death, whether or not such property comes under his 
control. It does not, however, pass to him as executor (lie Dtxoiif Pen fold v, 

[1902] 1 Ch. 248, per Euckley, J., at p. 251). 

(d) Iinance Act, 1 894 (57 & 68 Viet. c. 30), s. 6 (2) ; see also Winans y, 
A.-O., [1910] A. C. 27, 37. Estate duty is not a ** disbursement” within the 
Solicitors Act, 1843 (6 & 7 Viet. c. 73). s. 37 (Pe Kingdon and WiUon^ [1902] 
2 Ch. 242, 0. A., oveiTuling Pe Lamb (1889), 23 Q. B. D. 6 (a case which 
related to probate duty) ). Where the deceasea is a Greek subject resident in 
Greece, and his only asset in this country consists of shares in the Ionian Bank, 
the bank, on paying the duty, may, without a British grant of representation, 
transfer the shares to any Greek subject, who in Greece, and according to Greek 
law, has established bis right to be considered the owner of the shares (Ionian 
Bank (Limited) Act, 1899 (62 & 63 Viet. c. xeix.), s. 2). 

(e) Finance Act, 1894 (67 & 68 Viet. c. 30), Part I. 

(/) Ibid,f 8. 22 (1) (d) ; compare New York Breweries Co, y. [1899] 

A. 0. 62. 

(g) /.e., the affidavit made under the following enactments, namely .'—Stamp 
Act 1816 (55 Geo. 3, c. 184), s. 38; Customs and Inland Eovonuo Act, 1880 (43 
Viet. c. 14), 8. 10 ; Customs and Inland Revenue Act, 1881 (44 & 45 Viet c. 12), 
88. 29, 32 ; Finance Act, 1894 (57 & 58 Viet c. 30), s. 22 (1) (n), Sched. II. 
As to who may administer oaths, see note (0, p. 216, ywsf. An original Inland 
Revenue affidavit may not be sworn before the solicitor acting for the deponent, 
or before his agent, correspondent, derk, or partner (Commissioners for Oaths 
Act. 1889 (62 & 63 Viet c. 10), s. 1 (3); R. &. G, Ord. 38, rr. 16, 17). 

(h) He must make full inquiry before deposing to the affidavit (In (be Goods 
of Btoch (1904), Times, 9th August), and must asc^in the value of the 
property within a reasonable time (Re Ilorrex (1910), TimeSt 9th Alarch). 

(0 The whole duty on the deceased’s persqnd property is to be paid although 
ft]q>lication is Deing made for a grant of administiution pendente HU only (fn the 
Goods of GrimtJyprpe (Baron), Peal v. Grimlkorpe (Baron) (1906), Times, Oth June 
and let and 8th August). 

(it) Finance Act, 1894 (57 & 68 Viet c. 30), s. 8 (3) ; see also Iff wans ▼. A.-G., 
supra, per Lord Shaw op Duhfekmlikb, at pp. 48, 49 ; and title ExPCUTone 
AND AHUINISTKATOBS. 
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and any further duty payable by reason thereof for which he is liable 
in respect of the other property mentioned in the aflSdavit (f). 

The aiSdavit is to be in such form and to contain such 
particulars as the Commissioners may prescribe (m). 

The Commissioners may, if they think fit, accept a statement, by 
or on behalf of the executor, correcting an affidavit without requiring 
the statement to be verified on oath(n). 

(2) Other Property, 

278. The executor of the deceased may also, on delivering the 
Inland Revenue affidavit, pay the estate duty in respect of any 
other property passing on the deceased’s death which, by virtue 
of any testamentary disposition (o) of the deceased, is under his 
control (p), or, in the case of property which is not under his 
control, if the accountable persons request him to make such 
payment {q). 

279. Estate duty, so far as not paid by the executor, is to be 
collected upon an account setting forth the jparticulars of the pro- 
perty, and delivered to the Commissioners within six months after 
the death by the person accountable for the duty, or within such 
further time as the Commissioners may allow (r). 

The account is to be to the best of the knowledge and belief of 
the accountable person (s), and is to be verified on oath(0, and by 
production of books and documents in the manner prescribed by 
the Commissioners (a). 

The account is to be in the form, and to contain such particulars, 
as ma;^ be prescribed by the Commissioners, and, if required by 
them, is to be in duplicate Qy). 

The Commissioners may, if they think fit, accept a statement, by 
or on behalf of the accountable person, correcting an account, 
without requiring the statement to be verified on oath (o). 

280. If the executor is not accountable for the estate duty on 
the property passing on the death, every person (d) to whom any 

(l) Finance Act, 1894 ^57 & 68 Viet. c. 30), b. G ( 3). 

(m) Ihid,t 8. 8 (14). It required, the affidavit is to be in duplicate {ihidX 

(n) Finance Act, 1900 (63 & 64 Viet. c. 7), b. 13 (2). 

{o) The expression ** will includes any testamentary instrument (Finance 
Act, 1894 (67 & 68 Vici c. 30), s. 22 (1) (b) ). 

(p) In his capacity as executor {Re Meyrick^ Meyrick ?. Hargreaves^ [1897] 1 
Ch. 99, per Chitty, J., at p. lOS). 

(9) Finance Act, 18M (67 & 68 Viet. c. 30), s. 6 (2). 

(r) Ibid,, s. 6 (4). 

(aj Ibid,, B, 8 (4). 

(tj Oath includes affirmation and declaration (Interpretation Act, 1889 (62 ft 
63 Viet c. 63), B. 3). Oaths, affirmations, and declarations, relating to duties may 
be made before any of the Commissioners, or any officer or person authorised by 
them, or before anv commissioner for oaths, or any justice or notaiy public in 
the tJnited Kingdom, or at any place elsewhere before any person duly 
authorised to administer oaths there (Stamp Duties Management Act, 1801 
(64 & 66 Viet 0. 38X s. 24 ; Bevenue Act, 1898 (61 ft 62 Viet c. 46), s. 7 (G) ). 

! a) Finance Act, 1894 (67 ft 68 Viot 0. 30), a. 8 (14). 

6) 8. 8 (14). 

cS Finance Act, 1900 (63 ft 04 Viot 0. 7), 8. 13 (2). 
a) As to the position of a mortgagor, eee Re Vernon, [19011 1 K. B. 297, per 
Fbtt.t.tmohis, J.,atp.307. ^ ^ 
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property bo passes for any beneficial interest in possession, and segt. 7 . 
also, to the extent of the property actually received or disposed of Collection 
by him, every trustee, guardian, committee or other person in ol the 
whom any interest in the property so passing or the management 
thereof is at any time vested (e), and every person in whom the 
same is vested in possession by alienation or other derivative title, 
is accountable (/) for the estate duty (</). 

Every person so accountable, and every person whom the statement to 
Commissioners believe to have taken possession of or adminis- Oom- 
tered (h) any part of the estate in respect of which estate duty is missionen 
leviable on the deceased’s death, or of the income of any part believe that 
thereof, is, to the best of his knowledge and belief, if required by EJ^ing^has 
the Commissioners, to deliver to them, and verify on oath, a state- not been 
ment, in such form as may be prescribed by them, of such par- accounted for. 
iiculars, together with such evidence as they may require relating 
to any property which they have reason to believe to form part of 
such an estate (i). 

281. Where the deceased was life tenant of property comprised Persons 
in a settlement, and, subject to a succeeding life interest therein fn^var^ous** 
under such settlement, he had and exercised by his will an absolute cases, 
power of appointment over tiie fund, the trustee of the settlement, 
and not the deceased appointor's representative, is accountable for 
the estate duty payable on the death of the deceased in respect of 
such property (j). 

When objects of national, scientific, historic, or artistic interest 
become liable to estate duty, the person by whom or for whose 
benefit they are sold is accountable for the duty (/c). 

Where the sale moneys of timber etc. become liable to estate duty, 
the owners or trustees of the land on which the same was growing 
are to account for and pay the duty (f). 


(e) In the case of a jointure charged on land the owner of the land is account- 
able for the duty {Inland Revenue v. Madachlan (1899h 36 Sc. L. B. 727, per the 
Lord President (Robertson), at p. 731). As to whether an insurance company 
is a person having the management of policy moneys, compare Matthew v. 
Northern Assurance Co, (1878), 9 Ch. D. 80. 

(/) It has been said that an accountable person is a “ debtor to the Crown ” 
for tne duty {Berry v. Oavderoger^ [1903] 2 Ch. 116, 0. A., per Vaughan 
Williams, L.J., at p. 130). 

(g) Finance Act, 1894 (57 & 58 Viet. c. 30), s. 8 (4). 

(h) V. Wack (1899), Times, 14th June ; and compare New York Breweries 
Co, V. A,-0„ [1899] A. C. 62. Where moneys are payable by a British insur- 
ance company to the representatives of a person dying domiciled abroad, and a 
grant of representation in the United Kingdom is not necessary by virtue of 
the provisions of the Revenue Act, 1889 (52 & 53 Viet, c, 42), s. 19, such moneys 
neveitheless are, semble, chargeable with estate duty (Finance Act, 1894 (57 & 58 
Viet. c. 30), 6. 1), and the duty is a charge thereon {ibid,, s. 9 (1) ). 

(») Finance Act, 1894 (57 & 58 Viet c. 30), s. 8 (5), (14). 

(j) Re Dixon, Tenfold v. Dixon, [1902] 1 Ch. 248. 

(k) Finance Act, 1896 (59 A 60 Viet c. 28), s. 20 (2); Finance (1909-10) Act, 
1910 (10 Edw*. 7, c. 8), s. 63. In the case of deaths before the 30th April, 1909, 
where the exception from duty is restricted as sfated in note (m), p. 202, ante, a 
person being in possession and competent to dispose of the settled objects is 
accountable for the estate duty in respect of them (Finance Act, 1896 (59 & 60 
Viet c. 28), s. 20 (2) ). 

(l) Finance (1909-10) Act, 1910 (10 Edw. 7, 0 , 8), a. 61 (5); see p. 218, oals. 
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6*ot. r. 282 . A bond fide purchaser for valuable consideration \ritbout 
CoUectlon notice is not liable to or accountable for estate duty(m), and a 
of the person who acts merely as agent or bailifif for another person in the 
®oty, management of property is not accountable for any estate duty 
Persona not payable in respect of such property (n). 
accountable. Limilxiium of Personal LiahiHty. 

Extent of 283 . The liability of an executor (or administrator) for the 
exeentor's payment of estate duty is limited to the amount of the assets which 

liability. received as executor, or might but for his own neglect or 

default have received (o). 

Relief after The limitation of personal liability to duty, in certain circum- 
lapseoftime etances, after a specified lapse of time from the date of the 
ment^r^^ settlement of the account in respect of which duty is payable, which 
account. obtains with regard to legacy A\iiy{p) and succession duty(^), 
applies also to estate duty (r). In the case, however, of estate duty, 
an account is not regarded as settled” until the time for the 
payment of the duty thereon has arrived («). 

There is a power also, as in the case of succession duty (t), to 
deposit with the Commissioners attested copies of certain documents 
which create a liability to estate duty, and to give notice of the facts 
which give rise to immediate claims for the duty, after the specified 
period from the date of which notices personal liability for the 
payment of the estate duty ceases {a). 

Certificate of 284 . When a person accountable for the estate duty in respect 
discharge. of any property passing on a death applies to the Commissioners 
and delivers to them and verifies a full statement, to the best of his 
knowledge and belief, of all property so passing and the several 
persons entitled thereto, the Commissioners may determine the rate 
of the estate duty in respect of the property for which the applicant 
is accountable, and on payment of the duty at that rate the applicant, 
so far as regards that property, is discharged from any further claim 
for estate duty, and the Commissioners are to give a certificate of 
such discharge (&). 

[tn) Finance Act, 1894 (67 & 68 Viet. o. 30), s. 8 (18). 

\n) Ibid., 8. 8 (4). 

2 hid., 8. 8 (3), The term “ assets ** applies to personal property appointed 
by the will of the deoeasod under a general power of appoinhnent as well as to 
the deceased's own personal property (Re Fearmidee, Bainei y. Chadwick, [1903] 
1 Ch. 260, per Swinfen Eady, J., at p. 266). 

( p) See p. 266, post, 

(7) See p. 297, post, 

(r) Finance Act, 1894 (67 & 68 Vlct. c. 30), s. 8 (2), incorporating the Customs 
and Inland Beyenue Act, 1889 (62 & 53 Viet. c. 7), s. 14. 

(0) Finance Act, 1894 (67 & 68 Viet. 0. 30), s. 8 (2). 

(0 See p. 298, post, 

(a) Finance Act, 1694 (57 & 68 Vici c. 30), s. 8 (2), incorporating Customs 
ana Inland Beyenue Act, 1889 (62 & 63 Viet. o. 7), s. 13. As to tho form of 
notice, compare the Customs and Inland Beyenue Act, 1889 (62 & 63 Viet. c. 7), 
B. 16, whi^, however, although explanatory of s. 13 (3), is not, in terms, 
incorporated in the Finanoe Act, 1894 (67 A 68 Viet o. 30), by a 8 (2) ; see 
p. 298, post, 

(b) Finance Act, 1894 (67 ft 68 Viet e. 30), s. 11 (2), as modified by Finance 
Act, 1907 (7 £dw. 7, o« 13), s. 14. Certificates are to be in such form, and to oon*> 
tain BuchjDartioulars, as the Commissioners may prescribe (Finance Act, 1894 
(67 ft 68 Viot. a 30), s. 8 (14)), and are to be issued nee at charge (t6uf., s. 8 (16)). 
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The certificate does not operate as a discharge in case of fraud or Sbct. t. 
failure to disclose material facts (c), except as regards a bond fide Collection 
purchaser for valuable consideration without notice (<f). DoS’* 

Sub-Sect. 4. — Oui of what Property the Duty is payahle. ^ 

(1) Property which poem to the Executor ae euch. 


285; The estate duty payable in respect of the deceased’s personal The da- 
estate in this country (e), including any leasehold property forming cease’s per- 
pnrtof it (/), passing or deemed to pass on his death, which the 
executor as such (y) is liable to pay, is payable out of the residue (It) 
of such personal estate (t), and, consequently, is not a specific charge 
upon the individual assets. 

Personal property which a deceased person appoints by his Personal 
will, in exercise of a general power for that purpose, constitutes property 
property passing to his executor as such, and the duty in respect of exercise of a 
it is, accordingly, payable by him out of the testator’s general general 

power. 


(c) Finance Act, 1894 (57 & 58 Viet. c. 30), s. 11 (3). 

(d) Ibid., 8. 11 (4). 

(e) Foreign personal property does not pass to the executor as such {Re Dixon, 
Penfold V. Dixon, [1902] 1 Ch. 248, per Buckley, J., at p. 251). 

(/) lie Cuherbouse, Cook v. Culverhouse, [1896] 2 Ch. 251 ; and comparo Re 
Fiehi Lea v. Fieh (1897), 103 Tj. T. Jo. 207. 

{g) Compare Re Hadley, Johnson v. Hadley, [1909] 1 Ch. 20, C. A. 

{h) Compare De Queiteville v. De QuetteviUe, [1905] W. N. 130, 0. A., whore 
the ^neral residue was insufficient to satisfy the duty. Whore the residuary 
personal estate is insufficient, a specific bequest does not exonerate real estate 
biken by the heir {Re Pullen, Parker v. Pullen, [1910] 1 Ch. 564). A legacy out 
of personal estate, given ** subject to death duties,’’ other legacies bein^^ given 
free of duty, is not subject to its rateable proportion of the estate duty in 
respect of the personal estate {Re Morrison, Morrison v. Morrison (1910), 102 
L. T. 530). A direction in a will made before the Finance Act, 1894 (57 & 58 
Viet. c. 30), where the testator died after that Act, that the probate duty 
attributable to a legacy of Consols was to be paid thoroout does not cover estate 
duty {Re Boxer, Morris v. Woore, [1910] 2 Ch. 69). 

(i) Re Webber, Oribble v. Webber, [1896] 1 Ch. 914; and compare Re Bourne, 
Martin v. Martin, [1893] 1 Ch. 188. The estate duty in respect of a deceased 
person’s personal estate is a ** testamentary expense” {Re Clenww, Yeo v. 
Clemow, [1900] 2 Ch, 182; Re Pullen, Parker v. Pullen, supra), and where the 
deceased directe payment of his testamentary expenses, the duty falls to be paid 
out of the particular fund to which the direction refers {Re Clenww, Yeo v. 
Clemow, supra), and is to be paid out of the assets in the same order os other 
testamentary expenses {Re Pullen, Parker v. Pullen, supra). Estate duty in 
resp^ of the bequest of a personal annuity secured by a first charge on 
specific real property is also a ** testamentary expense” {Re Trenchard, Trenchard 
V. Trenchard, [1905] 1 Ch. 82). But the estate duty in respect of settled personal 
estate passing on the deceased’s death, over which, expectant upon the death of 
a succeeding life tenant, the deceased and exorcised by will, a general power 
of appointment, is not a “ testamentary expense ” (Re Dixon, Penfdd v. Dixon, 
supra). Where on the death of a deceased person his executors have to 
Siitisfy a covenant debt for which, under the Finance Act, 1894 (57 & 58 Vid. 
c. 30), a 7 (1) (a), allowance in determining the value of the estate cannot be 
made, the estate duty payable in respect of his estate, without allowance for the 
debt, falls to be satumed out of his reaidaary estat^ and, except there is a 
deficiency of assets, no portion of it, apart from express direction, can be 
deducted against the amonni due under the covenant {Re Gray, Gray v* Gray, 
[18961 1 620; Be Ckishdm, Goddard v. Brodie, [1902] 1 (Jh. Where 

the debt was cbaiged upon specific property, see AlexandeFe Trusteu v» 
AlemndeFe Maftwye^OotUra/ci Tnuteet (1910)» 47 Sc» L. B. 667» 
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personal estate, and is not a specific charge npon the appointed 
property {*). 

(2) Other Property, 

286. Where property in respect of which estate duty is leviable 
does not pass to the executor as such (2)y a rateable part of the duty, 
in proportion to the value of the property, is a first charge (m) on 
such property, except as against a bond fide purchaser of it for 
valuable consideration without notice (n). 

Where lands or chattels are so settled by Act of Parliament 
or royal grant that no person is capable of alienating them, and the 
property passing is the interest of the successor (o), the duty is 
payable thereout (p). 

Inter vivos gifts also bear their own charge of estate duty (^). 

287. On an application submitting in the prescribed form the 
description of the lands or other subjects of property, and of the 
debts and incumbrances allowed by them in assessing the value of 
the property for the purpose of estate duty, the Commissioners are 


{Jc) Re Hadley ^ Johnson v. Hadley ^ [1909] 1 Ch. 20 , C. A., upholding Re 
Moore, Moore v. Moore, [1901] 1 Ch. 691 ; Re Dixon, Penfold v. Dixon, [1902] 1 
Ch. 248 ; Re Fearnaides, Baines v. Chadwick, [1903] 1 Ch. 250 ; Re Cried, 
Thomas v. Hudson, [1905] W. N. 94 ; Re Orlelar, Wynter v. Orlebar, [1908] 1 
Ch, 136 ; and overruling Re Treasure, Wild v. Stanham, [1900] 2 Ch. 648 ; Re 
Maddock, Llewelyn v. Washington, [1901] 2 Ch. 372 ; Re Power, Re Stone, 
Acworth V. [1901] 2 Ch. 650 ; and he Dodson (/*.), Re Dodson (A. L, P ), 
Gibson v. Dodson, tl0071 I Oh. 284. 

(() Beal estate vmich becomes vested in the deceased's personal representative 
under the liond Transfer Act, 1897 (GO & 61 Yict c. 65), does not pass to the 
executor “as such** (i?« Palmer, Palmer v. Rose- limes, [1900] W. N. 9; Re 
Sharman, Wright v. Sharman, [1901] 2 Ch. 280). The Land Transfer Act, 1897 
(GO & 61 Viet. c. 65), does not affect any duty payable in respect of real estate, 
or impose on real estate any other duty than was then payable in respect thereof 
[ibid, 8 . 6 ). 

(m) Finance Act, 1894 (57 & 58 Viet. c. 80), s. 9 ( 1 ). As regards real pro- 
perty, the duty is a chaige upon it whether the death occurred before or after 
the Land Transfer Act, 1897 (60 & 61 Viet c. 65) {Re Palmer, Palmer v. Rose- 
Junes, [1900] W. N. 9 ; iZe Bnarman, Wright v. ^larman, [1901] 2 Ch. 280) ; 
and it is not, in either case, a testamentary expense {Re Palmer, Palmer v. 
Rose-Innes, supra; Re Jolley, Neal v. Jolley (1901), 17 T. L. B. 244; Re Shar- 
man, Wright v. Sharman, supra; Re Spencer Cooper, Poe v. Spencer Cooper, 
[1908] 1 Ch. 130). As to real estate converted in equity, re-converted in the 
aeoeased's lifetime, and passing on his death as real estate, see Re QrimJthorpe 
{Lord), Beckett v. Grimthorpe {Lord), [1908] 1 Ch. 666 . The charge of duty 
upon property is not affected by the fact that a sum sufficient to pay anil 
discharge the estate duty may have been bequeathed by a testator to the 
successor to the property {Mexborough {Earl) v. Savile (1903), 88 L. T. 131, 
H. L.). 

(n) Finance Act, 1894 (57 & 58 Viet, a 30), s. 9 ( 1 ). Marriage settlement 
trusteos are purchasers for valuable consideration for this purpose {Morris v. 
Morris's Trustees (1904), 11 Scots Law Times, 793} ; see also note Q), p. 301, post, 

(o) Finance Act, 1894 (57 & 58 Viet. c. 30), s. 5 (5). 

(p) Re Bolton Estates Act, 1863, [1904] 2 Ch. 289. 

( 9 ) Compare Re Beddington, MichoUs y. Samuel, [1900] 1 Ch. 771, per 
Byknb, J., at p. 773. In the case of account duty in respect of gifts made by 
persons dying after the 31st May, 1881, and before the 2 nd AagSe^, 1894, the 
duty was also payable by the donee, and not out of the donoFs estate {Re Foster, 
Thomas v. FoUor, [1897] 1 Oh. 484). 
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to grant a certificate (r) of the estate duty paid in respect of the 
property, and to specify the debts and incumbrances so allowed, as 
well as the lands or other subjects of property in respect of which 
the payment was made (s). 

Subject to any repayment (i) of estate duty arising from want of 
title to the property, or from the existence of any debt or incum- 
brance thereon for which an allowance ought to have been but has 
not been made, or from any other cause, the certificate so granted 
is conclusive evidence that the amount of duty named therein is a 
first charge (a) on the lands or other subjects of property after the 
debts and incumbrances have been allowed (h). 

288. If the rateable part of the estate duty in respect of any 
property is paid by the executor, it is, where occasion requires, to 
be repaid to him by the trustees or owners of the property, but if 
the duty is in respect of real property, it may, unless otherwise 
agreed upon, be repaid by the same instalments (c), and with the 
same interest, as have been mentioned (d). 

If a person who has a limited interest in any property pays the 
estate duty in respect thereof, he is entitled to the like charge as if 
the estate duty in respect of that property had been raised by means 
of a mortgage to him ((?). 

289. Estate duty, though leviable, is not a charge upon any 
property while situate in a British Possession (/). 

(3) Apportionment of Duty, 

290. Where property does not pass to the executor as such, an 
amount equal to the proper rateable part of the estate duty paid in 
respect of any property by a person authorised or required to pay it, 
may be recovered by him from the person entitled to any sum charged 
on the property (whether as capital or as an annuity or otherwise) (y) 


Sect. 7. 
Collection 
of the 
Doty. 


Refund of 
diity paid by 
(1) executor ; 


(2) pernon 
having a 
limited 
interest only 
in the 
property. 
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the charge. 


Apportion- 
ment as be- 
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and person 
entitled to a 
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(r) See note (i>), p, 218, ante. 

(e) Finance Act, 1894 (57 & 58 Viet c. 30), s. 9 (2). 

(f) Any such repayment is to be made to the person producing the certificuto 
(ibid.f B. 9 (3) ). 

(a) Compare Laurie, Petitioner (1898), 35 Sc. L. B. 490, per the liord Ordinary 
(Peabson), at p. 49$. 

! h) Finance Act, 1894 (57 & 5$ Viet. c. 30), s. 9 (3). 
cj Ibid., 8. 6 (8). 

a) Ibid., 8. 9 (4); seep. 213, ante. 

e) Ibid,, 8. 9 (6); Lord Advocate v. Moray (Counteae), [1905] A. 0. 631. 
But not as against purchasers for valuable consideration without notice [Morria 
V. Jfoms’s Truateea (1904), 12 Scots Law Times, 612). The life tenant is entitled 
to a mortgage in fee, and not merely to a terminable rentoharge {Turnbull v. 
TumbuU a910), 47 Sc. L. B. 668). Compare Re Hde, Daviea v. WUta, [1906] I 
Ch. 673, 0. A. (estate duty on a lunatic’s real estate paid out of his personal 
estate ^ hiB committee) ; and see note (n), p. 220, ante. 

(/) Finance Act, 1894 (57 & 58 Viet, c. 30), s. 20 (2). 

(^) It is intended that the duty should fall utoo the beneficiaries in the 
proportion of their respective interests ; see Re Or ford {Counteaa), Cartwriyht v. 
del DaUo (Due), [1896] 1 Ch. 267, per North, J., at p. 263; see also Re 
Power, Power v, aowell (1898), 47 W. B. 183 ; Re Chiaholm, Qoddard v. Brodte, 
[19021 1 Ch. 457 ; Berry v. Qaukroger, [1903] 2 Ch. 116, 0. A. ; Cope v. Brealin, 
119031 1 1. 418 ; Bs Uadeet, Haeket v. Oardiner, [1907] 1 Ch. 385 ; AUmnder^e 

TrusUea v. Alexander^ a Marriage'-ConJtraci TVusfeciDOlO), 47 Sc. L. B. 537 * and 



222 


Estate and Otheb Death Duties. 


bbot. 7. under a disposition not containing any express provision (h) to the 
Collection contrary (t). 

of the The person from whom the rateable part of the estate duty 

Dntjr. can be recovered is hound by the accounts and valuations as 
settled between the person entitled to recover the same and the 
Commissioners (k). 

Dispute u to Any dispute as to tho proportion of estate duty to be borne by 
•Pt>ortioa- any property or person may be determined upon application by 
any person interested, in the manner directed by rules of court, 
either by the High Court (0 or, where the amount in dispute is less 
than £50, by a county court (m) for the county or place in which 
the person recovering the same resides or the property in respect 
of which lh» duty is paid is situate (n). 


compare lie Meyrickt Meyrick v. Ilargrcavce^ [1897] 1 Ch. 99, and Wadey, Wade^ 

S I 898] 2 Ch. 276. As to estates in dower, compare Robb v. Robb' TruBtecB 
1901), 9 Scots Law Times 340. 

(h) A direction to pay a jointure ** free from any deduction whatever, except 
income tax,’* shifts the charge of estate duty (Re Parker JerviB, Salt v. Locker ^ 
[1898] 2 Oh. 643). So also ao directions (1) to pay a jointure “free from all 
taxes and deductions, except property tax and legacy or succession duty” (Re 
Fitzhardinge (Lord), Fitzhardinge (Lord) v. Jenkinson (1899), 80 L. T. 376, 0. A. ; 
(2) to pay an annuity “ without any deduction except for legacy duty or income 
tax ” (Re Rayer, Payer v. Payer, [1903] I Oh. 685) ; and (3) to pay “ my duties ” 
out of residuary estate (Re Pimm, Sharpe y, Hodgson, [1904] 2 Ch. 346). Secus, 
where there were directions (4) to pay a “legacy” out of the proceeds of the 
sale of real estate (T^crry V. Oaukroger, [1903] 2 Ch. 116, 0. A); (5) to raise 
“ such sums as may be required to pay all . . . succession duties which may 
fall upon [the wife] after my decease (Fraser v. Crofl (1898), 25 II. (Ct. of Sees.) 
496) ; aiul (6) to pay “ the necessary expenses connected with this trust” out of 
a pa^cular share (Michie's Executors y. Michie (1905), 42 Sc. L. B. 386). 

A direction to pay out of residuary estate “ all estate and other duties other 
than settlement estate duties” does not include the estate duty payable in 
respect of real property comprised in a voluntary conveyance made by the 
testator within twelve months of his death (Re Baxter, Baxter v. Baxter (1898), 
42 Sol. Jo, 611), 

Where a mortgage on Blackacre is directed to be paid out of Whiteacre, tho 
case is not within the Finance Act, 1894 (57 & 58 Vict. c. 30), s. 14 (1), and the 
estate duty is to be paid without regard to such direction (Be Siarnford and 
Warrington (Earl), Payne v. Grey, [1910] 2 Ch.'83). 

(f) Finance Act. 1894 (57 & 58 Vict. c. 30), s. 14(1). Where, under the 
exercise of a power of appointment over property, wmch does not pass to the 
executor as such, sums of “dear amount or value” and “like amount or 
value ” are appointed, the duty in respect of such sums is payable out of the 
residue of the appointed property (Be CoxukWs Trusts, Kivloch-Cooke v. Public 
Trustee, [1910] 1 Ch. 63). Where, however, the appointed sums are of spedfio 
amounts, they bear their proper rateable proportions of the duty (tKd. ; see also 
Re Chisholm, Goddard v. Broaie, [1902] 1 Uh. 457). And it is so, also, where the 
appointment is of sums of “cm value” (Kehwich v, Kekewich (1909), 101 
L. T. 887). In the case of account duty, where the death was after the Olst May, 
1881, and before the 2nd August, 1894, appointees of specific sums, in the 
absence of any express provision to the contrary, bore the duty rateably (Be 
Vro/t, Deane v. [1892] 1 Oh. 652 ; Be Shaw, Tudeet v. Shaw, [1895] 1 Ch. 
843). 

(k) Finance Aot^ 1894 (57 4 58 Vict c. s. 14 (3). 

(f) B. S, 0., Old. 54, r. 4 b, and App. K, Na 1a ; Ord. 55, r. 9o ; see title 
ImcmOB AND Pbocoedubb. 

(m) County Court Boles, 1903, Ord. 42, r. 12. Oompm Country Courts Act* 
1903 (3 £dw. 7, e. 42), s. 3. See title Cotnmr Coubts, voL YllL, pp. 648 ef see. 
(a) Finance 1894 (67 4 58 Viet o. 80), s. 14 (2^ 
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(4) Powen to raite the Dutjf, 

291 For the purpose of paying the estate duty, or of raising the 
amount thereof when already paid, a person authorised or required 
to pay the duty in respect of any property (o) has power, whether 
the property is or is not vested in him, to raise the amount of such 
duty, and any interest ( p) and expenses (q) properly paid or incurred 
by him in respect thereof, by the sale (r), or mortgage («), or a 
terminable charge on such property, or any part of it (t). 

Any money arising from the sale of property comprised in 
a settlement, or held upon trust to lay out upon the trusts of a 
settlement, and capital money arising under the Settled Land Act, 
1882 (a), may be expended in paying any estate duty in respect of 
property comprised in the settlement and held upon the same 
trusts (6). 

(5) Limitation of the Charge of Duty. 


Bbot.T. 
Collection 
of the 
Duty. 

Mode of 
raising the 
duty. 


Application 
of capital 
moneys in a 
setUement. 


292. The limitation of the charge of estate duty on property, as against 
in the case of purchasers for valuable consideration, and mortgagees, purchasers 
after specified lapses of time from certain events, which obtains with 
regard to succession duty (c), applies also to estate duty (J). 


(o) This applies to all property passing, whether free property of tho 
testator or not i^Berry v. Oaukroyevt [1903] 2 Ch. 116, 0. A., y>er Vauuuan 
Williams, L. J., at p. 130). 

f p) In the case of settled property the tenant for life would appear, in general, 
to oe personally liable for the payment of interest on the duty Ute llowtaiEarl) 
Btilled Eatatea, Uowe {Earl) v. Kingacote^ [1903] 2 Gh. 69, 0. A.) ; secas, in the 
case of the interest from the date of tho death up to the delivery of the affidavit 
or account, or the expiration of six months after the death, whichever first 
happened, which, under the Finance Act, 1894 (57 & 68 Viet. c. 30), s. 6 ((>) 
(repealed as to the provision in question by the Finance Act, 1896 (59 & 00 
Viet. c. 28), 6. 40, and Sched., rart XXL), was to form port of the estate 
duty {Rt Fish, Lea v. Fiah (1897), 103 L. T. Jo. 267). 

(g) expenses incurred in paying the duty ; see Tlarria^a Trustees y. Harris 
(1904), 41 L. B. 357, 358. As to the charging of expenses upon Scottish 
neritable property under the cognate provision m the I^inance Act, 1894 (57 & 
68 Viet. c. 30), 8. 23 (18), see Mackechniet Peiitioner (1898), 0 Scots I^aw Timos, 
242 ; Menziea, Petitioner (XWi), 10 Scots Law Times, 636 ; and compare LanrUt 
Petitioner (1898), 35 Sc. L. B. 496. With regard to the rateable apportionment 
of the costs of raising the duty on funds in a marriage settlement, as between 
the appointees of capital sums and of the residue, see Ra Chiaholmf Goddard v. 
Broditg [1902] 1 Ch. 457. 

(r) The court made an order for sale in the Scottish case of Mackechnie^ 
Petitioner, aupra, under the cognate provision in the Finance Act, 1894 (57 & 68 
Vici 0. 30), s. 23 (18) (a). 

(«) Ilarriia Truaieea v. Harria (1904), 41 Sc. L. B. 367. 

(e) Ij^nanoe Act, 1894 (67 & 68 Viet c. 30), s. 9 (5). As to payment of estate 
duty out of a fund in court, see Supreme Court Fund Buies, 1905, it. 20, 62 (b), 
65; County Court Buies, 1903, Ord. 2, r. 14; see title OouNxy Oouaxs, 
Vol. VIII.. p. 600. 

! 0 Settled Land Act, 1882 (46 & 46 Viet c. 38). 

Finance Act, 1894 (67 & 68 Viet c. 30), s. 9 (7). 

:) See p. 301, poat. ^ 

1) Finance 1894 (67 A 68 Viet. c. 30), s. 8 (2), mcorporating Customs 
Inland Bevenue Act, 1889 (62 A 63 Viet. e. 7), s. 12. As to the charge of 
ditty in general remaining until the duty has been paid, eee Be Jolley, Neal v« 
Jtdfey (1901), 17 T. L. B. 244, per JovcB, J., at p. 245. The charge of duty 
is an ** equitable charge’* within the Beal Estate Charges Act, 1877 (40 A 41 
ViiA 0. 34), a. 1 {BeBowmaan, PorUrr. Bowerman, [1908] 2 Oh. 340], 
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The Commissioners, on being satisfied that the full estate duty 
has l)6en or will be paid in respect of an estate or any part thereof, 
are, if required by the person accounting for the duty, to give a 
certificate (c) to that effect, and such certificate discharges from any 
further claim for estate duty the property shown by the certificate 
to form the estate or part thereof (f). 

Where a person accountable for the estate duty in respect of 
any property passing on a death proceeds in the manner elsewhere 
stated {g\ the property, ns well as the applicant, is discharged from 
any further claim for estate duty (fc). 

The certificate of the Commissioners, in the case of the property 
as in the case of the applicant, does not operate as a discharge in 
case of fraud or failure to disclose material facts (i), except as 
regards a bond fide purchaser for valuable consideration without 
notice (/c). 

Sub-Sect. 6. — Remission of Duty and Interest, 

293. The Commissioners and the Treasury, respectively, have, as 
already stated (1), certain powers to remit estate duty and interest 
thereon. 

Sub-Sect. 6. — Commulation of Duty and Composition of Claims, 

294. The Commissioners, in their discretion (m), upon application 
by a person entitled to an interest in expectancy, may, by means of 

(e) See note (5), p. 218, ante, 

(/) Finance Act, 1894 (57 & 58 Yict. c. 30), s. 11 (1). As to a certificate that 
property may bo registered under the Land Transfer Act, 1897 (60 & 61 Viet, 
c. 65), without notice of any liability to the Crown for any death duty (see 
ibid.f B. 13), by reason of a death, see the Land Transfer Exiles, 1903 (Statutory 
Eules and Orders Eovised, Yol. Yll., I.and (Eegistration) England, pp. 33, 6.8, 
6in, rr. 208—211). Applicants for a certificate under r. 210 (b) should fill in the 
official form No. 0500 in duplicate, and transmit it to the Estate Duty Office. 
The certificate, if it can be issued, will bo placed upon one copy of the applica- 
tion ; and see note (5), p. 218, ante, 

(y) See p. 218, ante, 

(n) Finance Act, 1894 (57 & 58 Yict. c. 30), s. 11 (2), as modified by Finance 
Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 13). s. 14. 

(i) Finance Act. 1894 (57 & 58 Yict c. 30), s. 11 (3). 

:fr) Jbid.f 8. 11 (4). 

0 See p. 182, ante, 

(m) It 18 the practice to commute future claims for estate duty in those cases 
only in which the property is being so dealt with as to render it desirable to free 
it from the charge of duty. The application should disclose the dealings with the 
property, which is the subject of the application, and should set forth the circum- 
stances which are regarded os sufficient tu warrant the commutation. It should 
also contain the following particulars, namely : ( 1 ) a full description of the property, 
and also, os regards real estate and leaseholds, the gross annual value and 
gross amount for which the property has been contracted to be sold, or the gross 
amount for which it is being mortgaged ; (2) the title to the property, including, 
if derived under a will, the name of the tdstator, the date of his death, and ^e 
date and place of proWte, and, if under a deed, the date thereof (if the deed 
has not hitherto b^n noM in the Estate Duty Office, the deed, or a copy of it, 
should accompany the application) ; and (3) the date of birth of the tenant fur 
life or the annuitant in connection with whose death the presumptive claim is 
considered to be outstanding, and also the date of birth of tne remainderman. 

If there is no objection to the commutation, the applicants are notified 
accordingly, and appropriate forms of account oie forwaraed with the notifica- 
tion. Every agreement to commute is made subject to the reservations 
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a present payment, commute the estate duty presumptively payable Baer. 7. 

in respect of that interest (n), CoUeetton 

In arriving at the present value to be set upon the duty, the of the 
contingencies affecting the liability to, and the rate and amount of, Duty, 
the duty, are to be taken into consideration, and the rate of interest 
is to be reckoned at 8 per cent. (n). 

When the duty agreed to be accepted by way of commutation lias 
been paid, the Commissioners are to give a certificate (o) of discharge 
accordingly ip). 


The Commissioners, as already stated (j), have certain powers to Power to 
compound for estate duty. compound. 

Sect. 8. — Interestf Penalties, and Proceedings, 

Sub-Sect. 1,— Interest 

295. Simple interest at the rate of 3 per cent, per annum (r), Rate of 
without deduction for income tax («),is payable upon all estate duty interest 
from the date of the death of the deceased, except where the duty is 
payable by instalments (0i or becomes due at any date later than 

six months after the death, in which case interest commences to 
run from the date at which the first instalment of the duty, or the 
whole duty, as the case may be, becomes due (a). 

Interest is recoverable in the same manner as if it were part how 
of the duty (fc). recoverable. 

Where the fixed estate duty of 80s. or 50s. is paid within small estatei, 
twelve months after the death of the deceased, interest on such 
duty is not chargeable (c). 

Sub-Sect. 2. — Penalties, 

296. Any person who wilfully fails to comply with any of the On cxccutom 
foregoing provisions as to the delivery of an Inland Bevenue 
aflddavit, an account or statement, in the manner prescribed by the 
Commissioners, or as to the production of books, documents, or 

(1) that the life tenant or annuitant is in ordinary good health, and (2) that the 
commuted sum for duty is paid in his or her lifetime, and forthwith. 

(n) Finance Act, 1894 («57 & 58 Viet. c. 80h s. 12. Where a life interest in a 
fund in court has been released in favour of the remainderman, and the Com- 
missioners deem the case not one for commutation, it appears to be necessary 
for a sufficient sum to be retained in court to satisfy any claim for estate duty 
which may arise under the Finance Act, 1900 (63 & 64 Viet. c. 7), s. 11 (1), 
as amended by the Finance 0^09-10) Act, 1910 (10 Edw. 7, c. 8), s. 69 (1) (TayUjr 
V. Poncia^ [1901] W. N. 87) ; see also note (r), p. 264, post 

i o) See note (6), p. 218, ante, 

p) Finance Act, 1894 (57 & 58 Viet. c. 30), s. 12. 

q) See p. 181, ante, 

r) Formerly 4 per cent. (Finance Act, 1894 (57 & 58 Vici c. 30), •. 8 (10), 
incorporating inland Bevenue Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Viet. c. 124), s. 9) ; see also 
note (p), p. 223, ante (interest which forms part of duty). 

(a) boe note (n), p. 213, ante, 

{t) No discount is allowable where the whole estate duty payable by instal- 
ments, though not actually due, is paid within the twelve months sul>sequcnt 
to the death. 

(a) Finance Act, 1896 (59 & 60 Viet. c. 28), a. 18 (1). 

(6) Ihid, 

(< } Finance Act, 1894 (57 & 58 Viet. c. 80), e. 16 (6). 
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evidence required by them, is liable to pay £100, or a sum equal 
to double the amount of the unpaid duty for which he is account* 
able, as the Commissioners may elect (d). 

The Commissioners have power to reduce the penally, and it may 
be reduced by the court if proceedings (e) are taken for its 
recovery (/). 

Sub-Sect. 3. — Proctedingt. 

297. The law and practice existing at the time of the imposition 
of the estate duty relative to the recovery of any of the death duties 
are, subject to the provisions of the Finance Act, 1894 (g), and so 
far as the same are applicable, to apply, as if in terms made applic- 
able, to the recovery of the estate duty (h). 

Where any proceeding is instituted for the recovery of the 
estate duty in respect of any property, the High Court has juris- 
diction to appoint a receiver of the property and the rents and 
profits thereof, and to order a sale of the property (i). 

The Commissioners are not authorised to take proceedings in a 
British Possession for the recovery of any estate duty ( j). 

298. Any person aggrieved by the decision of the Commissioners 
with respect to the repayment of any excess of duty, or by the 
amount of duty claimed by them, whether on the ground of the 
value of any property (not being real or leasehold (k)), or the rate 
charged, or otherwise, may, on payment of the duty claimed by the 
Commissioners, or such portion of it as is then payable by him, or 
on giving security for it, appeal to the High Court to determine the 
amount of duty payable (1). 

The appeal must be made within the time, and in the manner, 
and on the conditions, directed by rules of court (ni). 

The costs of the appeal are to be in the discretion of the court, 
and no appeal from any order, direction, determination, or decision 
of the court is to be allowed except with the leave of the High 
Court or Court of Appeal (n). 

Where the High Court is satisfied that it would impose 

(d) Fiaance Act, 1894 (37 & 08 Viet. c. SO), a 8 (G). (14). 

(e) See Inland Hevenue Bogulation Act, 1890 (33 & 64 Yict. o. 21), aa 21 

d tig. 

( /') Finance Act, 18M (37 & 38 Viet. o. 30), s. 8 (6). The acceptance of 
intoieat by the Coinmiaeiouera is tantamount to a waiver of penalties (Finance 
Act, 1896 (39 & 00 Yict. & 28), a 18 (1); Inland Bovenue Act, 1868 (31 & 32 
Viet, a 124\ a. 9). 

(y) 37 & 38 Yict. c. 30. 

(A) iAi'ii., a. 8 (1). See pp. 260, 303, 317, and title Cbown PKaonoB, 
Yol. X., p. 20. An order for attachment will be made lor non-comidiance 
with a wnt (Jk Hwrtat (1910), Timtt, 9th Ifaroh). 

I t) Finance Act, 1894 (37 & 38 Yict. c. 30), a 8 (13). 
t) J3id.,a20(2). 

k) Finance (1909-10) Act, 1910 (10 Edw. 7, o. 8), a 60 (3). 

1) Finance Act, 1894 (37 & 38 Yict. c. 30), a 10(1), whidt, prior to the Finance 
(1909-10) Act, 1910 (lOFklw. 7, a 8), a 60(3), extended also to real and leasehold 
property. 

(m) Finance Act, 1894 (37 ft 68 Yict a 30), a 10 (1) ; B. 8. 0. (Finance Act). 
1893 ; aee title PiuoncB and Fbocbdubx. 

(a) Finance Act 1894 (67 ft 88 Yict a 30). a 10 (2), (3). 
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hardship to require the appellant, as a condition of an appeal, 
to pay the duty claimed hy the ^mmissioners, or such portion 
of it as is then payable by him, it may allow the appeal to be 
brought without payment of any of the duty, or upon payment of 
such part only thereof as to the court seems reasonable, provided 
that security, satisfactory to the court, is given for the whole or any 
part of the duty which remains unpaid (o). 

If the court determines the amount of duty payable to be 
less than the amount paid, the difference is to be returned (p), and 
the court may order interest at the rate of 8 per cent, per 

annum for such period as appears to the court to be just to be paid ^ P>>'d (i j 

• •’ • • '■ bjrtheCom- 

miMioncrs ; 

(2) by the 
appellant. 


Sbot. 8. 
Interest, 
Penalties, 
and Pro- 
ceedings. 

Hardship 
inTolTed in 
payment of 
whole duty. 

Gonrt may 
order interest 


by the Commissioners on the amount of duty to be returned (g). 

On the other hand, it on the ground of hardship an appeal is 
allowed to proceed without payment of the whole of the duty 
claimed by the Commissioners, the court may order interest at the 
rate of 8 per cent, per annum to be paid upon any unpaid duty 
which the court determines to be payable (r). 

Where the value of the property in respect of which the dispute 
arises does not, as alleged by the Commissioners, exceed £*10,000, 
the appeal may be to the county court for the county or place in 
which the appellant resides or the property is situate (s). 

For the purpose of the appeal, the above provisions are to apply 
as if the county court were the High Court (0, but in every case 
which comes before the county court, any party has a right of 
appeal to the Court of Appeal (a). 

In the case of real or leashold property, the appeal of any person . . 
aggrieved by the decision of the Commissioners as to the value of 
any such property is to be referred, in accordance with rules, to a Jy 
referee appointed for the purpose of appeals in connection with the 
duties on land values (b). Any person aggrieved by the decision of 
the referee may appeal against the decision to the court (c). 

Such appeals to the court are to be in accordance with the above 
provisions affecting property other than real or leasehold property, 
save that appeals to the county court can only bo made where the 
value as alleged by the Commissioners of the property in respect of 
which the dispute arises does not exceed £500 (c). 

299. The county council of every county or county borough in Appointment 
Great Britain may from time to time appoint qualified persons to o* ▼aiucrt. 
act as valuers under the Finance Act, 1894 (d), in their respective 


When appeal 
may be made 
to county 
court. 

Appeal from 
decision of 
county court. 


Appeal 


missioncra 
upon real or 
leasehold 
property. 


(o) Finance Act, 1894 (57 & 58 Viet o. 30), e. 10 (4). 

(p) Ibid., 8. 10 (1). 

( 5 ') Ibid,, 8. 10 (3) ; 8ee 8prcff$ Trusted y. Lord Advocate (1903), 10 Scota Law 
Timea, 452. 

(r) Finance Act, 1894 (57 A 58 Viet c. 30), 8. 10 (4). 

(s) Ibid., 8. 10 (5). The form of procedure ia indicated in the County Court 
Eulea, Ord. 42 ; aee title County Courts, VoL VIII., p. 649. 

t Finance Act, 1894 (57 & 58 Viet c. 30). a. 10 (5). 

Finance Act, 1896 (59 A 60 Viet c. 28), a 22. 

Finance (1909-10) Act, 1910 (10 £dw. 7, c. 8), aa. 33, 34, 60 (3). See Land 
Be (Refeiwnoe) Buies, 1910, dated 25th July, 1910 (Stat B. & O. lOKt 
Ko. 859, L. 22). 

(c) Ibid., a. 33 (4) (proviao), applying Finance Act, 1894 (57 k 58 Viet e. 30), 
s. 10 (2), (3), (4). 

(d) hWiceAct»1884(57A86Vlotc.30}. 
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counties, and are to fix a scale of charges for their remuneration, 
and the court may refer any question of disputed vaiue, except 
as to real or leasehold property (e), to the arbitration of any person 
so appointed for the county in which the appellant resides or the 
property is situate (/). 

The costs of the arbitration are to be part of the costa of the 
appeal (/). 


Sect. 9. — Repayment of Overpaid Duty. 

300 . The law and practice, existing at the time of the imposition 
of the estate duty, relating, in matters of procedure (^), to the 
repayment of any of the death duties are, as in the case of the 
recovery of estate duty (h), and to the same extent, applied to the 
repayment of estate duty (i). 

Where it is proved to the satisfaction of the Commissioners 
that too much estate duty has been paid, the excess is to be repaid 
by them, and where the over-payment was due to an over- valuation 
by them, the repayment is to be with interest at 8 per cent, per 
annum (k). 


Partin. — Settlement Estate Duty. 

Sect. 1. — The Imjmition of the Duty. 

301 . Settlement estate duty (1) is a further estate duty (w), and 
is leviable on the principal value (n) of settled property (o), with 
certain express exceptions (p), in respect of which estate duty is 
leviable (q). 

I e) SmibUt compare Finance (1909-10) Act, 1910 (10 Edw. 7, c. 8), b. 60 (3). 
/) Finance Act, 1894 (57 & 68 Viet. o. 30). e. 10 (6). 
g\ Waihersion'B Ttwieea v. Lord Advocate (1901), 38 So. L. B. 324. 

A) See p. 226, ante. 

i) Finance Act, 1894 (57 & 58 Viet. o. 80), b. 8 (1). 

A) Ibid.t s. 8 (12) ; see Sprofe Trwteee v. Lord Advocate (1903), 10 Scots Law 
Times, 452. Except as stated here and at p. 227, ante, there is no statutory 
obligation on the Commissioners to allow interest. Interest is only payable by 
statute or contract {lie Qoeman (1881), 17 Ch. D. 771, 0. A.). 

(0 Finance Act, 1894 (67 & 58 Vict. c. 30), ss. 5 (1), (4), (5), 16 (3), 21 (4); 
Finance Act, 1896 (59 & 60 Vict. c. 28), s. 19 (1), (2); Finance Act, 1898 (61 & 
62 Vict 0 . 10), s. 14 ; Finance (1909-10) Act, 1910 (10 Edw. 7, c. 8), ss. 54, 
66 (1). The Finance Act, 1894 (57 & 58 Vict c. 30), s. 23, contains provisions 
affecting Scotland exclusively. 

(m) Finance Act, 1894 (57 & 58 Vict. c. 30), s. 5 (1) (a). 

(n) As to fractional parts of £10 in the principal value, where the deceased 
dm before the 1st July, 1896, and of £100, where the deceased died after 
the 30th June, 1896, and before the 9th April, 1900, see note (Q, p. 206, 
ante. 

(o) See p. 184, ante. Broperty is not ** settled ” for this purpose where it is 
limited to the same person for different interests {Lord Advocate v. JFoodU 
Triisteee (1910), 53rd Beport of Commissioners of Inland Bovenuo, fO). 

( ;i) S^ p. 230, poet. 

Iq) Finance Act, 1894 (67 & 58 Vict. o. 30), s. 5 (1) (first branch). The rafts 
for settlement estate duty is that it affords some compensation, where property 
is settled, lor the immunity of the property from a second estate duty when the 
life tenant dies {Lord Advocate y. Steunirfe TrutUee (1899), 36 So. L. B. 207, 
ftr Lord Sxobxonth Dabunq, at p. 299). 
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Sect. 2. — Settled Property. 

302. Tbe^ property must either have been settled by the 
deceased's will, or, if settled by some oUier disposition, must pass 
thereunder on his death to some person not competent to dispose 
ofit(r). 

If property which has been settled by the deceased's will passes 
to a person whose comi^etency to dispose of it is only exercisable 
in a particular event, settlement estate duty is leviable (s). 


SSOT. S. 

Settled 

PropertF. 

PaMiog to a 
penon not 
competent to 
dispM 


An immediate gift of property inter vivos, by way of settle- om§ iiUer 
ment, excluding the donor, made by him within three years (/) of 
his death, involves the liability to settlement estate duty (u). The 
property so given is deemed to pass on the donor’s death under tlie 
disposition by which the settlement is effected (x). 


303. Property comprised in a contingent settlement is to be Contingent 
regarded as settled property (y) ; and not the less so where, by the ■cttlcmenti. 
same instrument, there is a prior disposition of the same property, 
the continuance of which would exclude the contingent settlement 
altogether (s). 

Where, however, after payment of the settlement estate duty, it is Repayment 
shown that the contingency has not arisen, and cannot arise, the _ 

duty is repayable (a). 


304. Where an annuity is bequeathed by the deceased’s will, Annnityfund. 
and a capital sum is directed to be set apart to yield it, such sum 
is to be regarded as settled property, and settlement estate duty is 
leviable (6). 


S Finanoo Act, 1894 (57 & 58 Viet. c. 30), a. 5 (1) (first branch). 

Lord Advocate v. Stewards Trustees (1899), 36 Sc. L. E. 297, 300. It is 
not clearly leviable where the competency is exercisable in any event. That 
it is leviable, see Jte Palmer^ Palmer v. Pose-Innes, [1900] W. N. 9 ; but com- 
pare, contra, A,^Q, v. Owen, A,'0» v. Coulson, [1899] 2 Q. B. 253, }xr 
Orakthah, J., at p. 262. 

(i) Formerly twmve months ; see note Ck), p. 188, ante, 

(tt) A.’-O. V. Chamberlain (1904), 90 L. T. 581 ; A,-0. v. Smyth, \Wb'] 2 
I. B. 553 ; //. if. Advocate v. Hey Lonsdale's Truetees (1906), 43 Sc. L. B. 
529 ; Inland Revenue v. Ueywood-Lonedalds Trustees (1906), 43 Sc. L. R. 589. 

{x) Inland Revenue v. Ileywood-Lonsdale'e Trustees, supra, per the Lord 
Oramary (JoHKSTOV), at p. 591. 

(v) A,-0,r. Fairley, [1897] 1 Q. B. 698. In A.^0. v. Clarkson, [1900] 1 
Q. B. 156, 0. A., the court, at p. 163, doubted the accuracy of the decision in 
A.-O. y. FairUn, supra, but regarded the Finance Act, 1898 (61 & 62 Yici o. 10), 
B. 14, as a legislatiye adoption of it. 

! z) A,-G. v. Fairley, supra, at p. 701. 

a) Finance Act, 1898 (61 A 62 Viet. c. 10), s. 14. The death on which the 
duty was paid must have occurred after the 30th June, 1898 {ibid,). Whether 
a settlement with a competency to dispose of the settled property only in a 
particular event is a contingent settlement, so that, if the competency to dispow 
aftcorwards becomes exercisable in any event, the settlement estate duty is 
repayable, is not clear. That it is not so repayable, see WaihersUm's Trustees 
T. Lord Advocate (1901), 38 Sc. L. B. 324, per the Ix)rd President (Balfour), at 
p. 328; contra, see Lora Advocate v. Stewart's Trustees, supra, per Lord M’Larkn, 
atp. 300. 

(5) A.-(7. y. Owen, A.- <7. y. Coulson, supra, at pp. 263, 266; He Camphdl, 
[1902] 1 E. B. 113, 120, 122, 0. A. Socm, semhle, in the case of an annuity 
sfmpftcffer (oompare A.-G. y. Hannm (1904), 48ih Bepoit of Commissiouers oi 
Inland Berenue, 121). 

lU..— XHL 
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8m. % The duty is aleo leviable where a capital Bum representing the 
Settled annuity is bequeathed after the annuitant’s death (c). 

Flroperty. 

Sect. 8. — Exceptions from the Charge of Duty, 

OolTonoe 305. During the continuance of the settlement, settlement estate 
during settle- (]uty is not payable more than once {d), and it is not payable at all 
ment. respect of : — 

(1) Property settled by a disposition which has taken effect 
August, 1894. before the 2nd August, 1894 (c) ; 

Where only (2) Property wherein the only life interest after the deceased’s 
life interest death is that of a husband or wife of the deceased ( / ) ; 

thatofsiiousc. Property settled by the deceased’s will, where the net value 
Small estates, whole property passing on his death, in respect of which 

estate duty is payable, exclusive of other settled property, does not 
exceed £1,0000;); 

inniicnabie (4) Any lands or chattels which are so settled, whether by Act of 
piopcriy. Parliament or royal grant, that no one of the persons successively 
in possession is capable of alienating them (/t), otherwise than under 
the powers of sale or exchange in the Settled Land Act, 1882 (i). 

Deduction of 306. Any person paying the settlement estate duty upon settled 
itamp duty, piopei ty may deduct the amount of the ad valorem stamp duty (if 
any) charged on the settlement in respect of that property {k). 

Sect. 4.— Tfce Rate of Duty, 

Bate of duty. 307. The rate of the settlement estate duty is 2 per cent.(0. 

Sect. 5 . — Collection of the Duty. 

Payment in 308. Land may be transferred in satisfaction of settlement 
estate duty (m), ns in the case of estate duty (n). 


(c) A,-0. T. Owen, A,-G, v. Couhon, [1899] 2 Q. B. 253. Tbo capital sum 
required to yield the annuity, and not the capital sum bequeathed on the 
annuitant's death, is, seemingly, the measure of taxation (S. 0. (1899), 81 
L. T. 121, per Kenekdt, J., at p. 127). The annuity may, seemingly, be 
contingent {Re St, Albana {Duke), Lodcr v. St, Alhane {Duke), [1900] 2 Ch. 
Si3). 

Id) Finance Act, 1894 (57 & 58 Viet. o. 30), s. 5 (1) (b). 

(e) Ihid,, 8, 21 (4). Where, however, under such a disposition, the deceased 
isaosolutely entitled to the property, expectant on his own death, without 
issue, and settles it by his will, settlement estate duty is leviable {Re Lewie, 
Lewis y. Smith, [1900] 2 Gh. 176). 

I /) Finance Act, 1894 (57 & 58 Viet. o. 30), s. 5 (1) (a). 

V) Ibfd.,B, 16(3). 
h) Ibid,, B, 5 (5). 

i) Settled Land Act, 1882 (45 A 46 Viot c. 38) ; Re Bolton EHatee Ad, 1863, 
ri904l 2 Ch. 289. 


(4e) Finanoe Act, 1894 (57 A 58 Viet. o. 30), s. 5 (4); Stamp Act, 1891 
(54 A 55 Viet 0. 39),8ched. 

(1) Finanoe Act, 1894 (57 A 58 Viet o. 30), s. 17 ; Finance (1909-10) Act 
1910 (10 £dw. 7, c. 8), B. 54. In the case of deaths prior to the 30th April, 
1909, the rate is 1 per cent {ibid.), 
im) Finance (1909-10) Act 1^10 (10 £dw. 7, c. 8), s. 56 (1). 

(a) See p. 212, ante. 
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309. The settlement estate duty in respect of a legacy, or other ^bot. 6 . 

personal property, settled by the deceased’s will, is to be collected CoUaotlonof 
upon an account setting forth the particulars thereof (o). the Doty. 

The account is to be delivered to the Commissioners, by the personal pro- 
executor, within six months after the deceased’s death, or within pcrty aettied 
such further time as the Commissioners may allow (p). bjr dtjceascd’f 

An Inland Revenue affidavit (( 7 ), rendered on obtaining a grant ^ 
of representation to the deceased, is not an account ” within the 
meaning of this enactment (r). 

The settlement estate duty in respect of such legacy etc. is 
payable thereout, in exoneration of the rest of the deceased’s estate, 
unless the will contains an express provision to the contrary (s). 

Annuitants under the will are to bear their proper proportion of 
the settlement estate duty (t). 

Settlement estate duty in respect of personal property settled Not a testa- 
by the deceased’s will is not a testamentary expense (u). 

Sect. 6.—Aj>plication of Oeneral Estate Duty Enactments. 

310. Settlement estate duty is estate duty, and, except where The duty it 
there is special provision, the legislative enactments as to estate 

duty cover also the settlement estate duty (a). 


0 ) Finance Act, 189G (59 & 60 Viet. 0. 28), t. 19 (2). 

p) Ibid. 

17) See p. 215, ante. 

y) v. Monteflore (1909), 62nd Report of Cominiusionors of Inland 

Revenue, 85 (a case on the limitation of liability under the Finance Act, 1894 
(57 & 68 Viet 0. 30), s. 8 (2), embodying the Oustoms and Inland Revenue Act, 
1889 (52 & 53 Viet c. 7), s. 14). 

(«) Finance Act, 1896 (59 & 60 Viet. c. 28), s. 19 (1). Compare Jte Oibba, 
Thome v. Qibbs, [1898] 1 Ch. 625. Apparently the law under the Finance Act, 
1894 (57 & 68 Viet, c. 30), was the same {Re Maryon^WiUon^ Wilson v. Maryon^ 
Wilaon^ [1900] 1 Ch. 605. C. A., per Lindley, hf.Lt, at p. 570), although the 
contrary had been decided in Re liV66<T, Qribblti v. Wthber^ [1896] I Ch. 914 A 
direction in the will for the payment out of the testator's residuary estate of 
** the estate duty on the whole of the real and personal estate " {Re Lever idge, 
Spain v. Lejoindre, [1901] 2 Ch. 830) ; or of “ my duties {Re Pimm, Sharpe v, 
Jnodgson, [1904] 2 Cn. 345) ; or of the death duties payable out of uiy estate " 
{Re Cayley, Awdry v. Cayley, [1901] 2 Oh. 781) ; or for the payment of legacies 

free from duty ” {Re Turnbull, SA/pper v. Wade, [1905] 1 Cn. 726) ; or to set 
aside a fund to produce a “ clear ” annuity {Re Dget, Morgan v. Dyti (1902), 87 
L. T. 744) ; shirts the burden of the settlement estate duty from tne settled 
legacy etc. to the residuary estate. Where also a sum is covenanted to bo paid 
** without any deduction,” any settlement estate duty payable in respect of the 
sum is payable out of the covenantor’s residue estate {Be Maryon^ Wilson, 
Wileon V. Maruon^Wileon, supra). A direction in the will, however, to pay out 
of the testator^s residuary estate ** all duties payable by law out of my estate ” 
does not shift the burden of the settlement estate duty {Re Lewie, Lewie v. Smith, 
[1900] 2 Ch. 176). A direction which is operative te shift the charge of duty 
confers an additional legacy, which, on a deficiency of assets, is to m added to 
the original legacy for abatement {1^ 'Tumbull, Skipper v. Wads, eupra). 

{i) Re Si. Mane {Duke), Loder v. Si. Albane {Duke), [1900] 2 Oh. 873, which 
appued to settlement estate duty the principle of Re Parher^Jervie, Salt v. 
Locker, [1898] 2 Ch. 643. 

(ti) Re King, Travere v. Kdly, [1904] 1 Ch. 363. A fmiiori, in other 
cupciimstanees, it is not 

(a) Be Lemidge, Spain v. mdndre, [1901] 2 Ch. 830, 832 ; compare, also, Be 
Wehber, QriWe v. Webber, atp. 921; and Re Maryoee-Wileon, Wileonj. 
Mafyon^WUeon, tupra, at p. 570. 
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Part IV.— Legacy Duty. 


8bot. 1. 
The Impoei- 
tlonofthe 
Dnty. 

Tlie extent of 
the chaiiKe. 


Sect. 1.— Tfte Imposition of the Dufy. 

311. Legacy duty (b) is payabloi save as expressly provided (c), 
accorditig to the value, ascertained in the prescribed manner {d\ 
in respect of every ** legacy of personal estate (e), or succession 
thereto upon intestacy (/)• 

The date of the death of the testator or intestate is im« 
material (y). 


{h) Legacy Duty Act, 1796 (36 Geo. 3, o. 52), as. 4—6, 8— 31, 33— 35, 37—39, 
41, 43, 44 ; Legacy Duty Act, 1799 (39 Geo. 3, c. 73), s. 1 ; Legacy Duty Act, 
1805 (45 Geo. 3, c. 28), sa. 5, 7 ; Probate and Legacy Duties Act, 1808 (48 Qeo. 3, 
c. 149), 8. 44; Stamp Act, 1815 (55 Geo. 3, c. 184), s. 2, Sched., Part III.; 
Revenue Act, 1845 (8 & 9 Viet. c. 76), s. 4 ; Succession Duty Act, 1853 (16 & 17 
Viet. 0 . 51), 66. 11, 19, 31, 53 ; Crown Suits etc. Act, 1865 (28 & 29 Viet. c. 104), 
Part V. ; Inland Revenue Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Viet. c. 124), s. 9 ; Customs and 
Inland Revenue Act, 1880 (43 Viet. c. 14), ss. 11 — 13; Customs and Inland 
Revenue Act, 1881 (44 & 45 Viet. c. 12), ss. 36, 41—43 ; Customs and Inland 
Revenue Act, 1888 (51 & 52 Viet. c. 8), s. 21 (2) ; Customs and Inland Revenue 
Act, 1889 (52 & 53 Viet. o. 7), s. 14 ; Finance Act, 1894 (57 & 58 Viet. c. 30), 
ss. 1, 5 (2J, 13, 15 (2), 16 (1), (3), 21 (2), Sched. 1.(5); Finance Act, 1896 
(59 & 60 Viet. 0 . 28), ss. 18 (2), (3), 21, 40, Schod., Part III. ; Finance Act, 
1898 (61 & 62 Viet. e. 10), s. 13 ; Finance Act, 1900 (63 & 64 Viet. e. 7), s. 14 
(1), (2); Finance Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 13), ss. 13, 15; Finance (1909-10) 
Act, 1910 (10 Edw. 7, c. 8), ss. 58, 63, 64. 

The following fiuiher statutes deal with legacy duty in Scotland : — Succes- 
sion Duty Act, 1853 (16 & 17 Viet. c. 51), s. 48; Probate Duty Act, 1861 
(24 & 25 Viet. c. 92), s. 1. 

The following further statutes deal with legacy duty in Ireland : — Probate 
and Legacy Duties (Ireland) Act, 1814 (54 Geo. 3, c. 92), ss. 5, 7—33, 35—39, 
43; Probate Duty (Ireland) Act, 1816 (56 Geo. 3, c. 56), ss. 115, 128; Stamp 
Duties (Ireland) Act, 1842 (5 & 6 Viet. c. 82), ss. 37—39; Succession Duty Act, 
1853 (16 & 17 Viet, 0 . 51), s. 48 ; Probate Duty Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 92), 
5. 1. 

The general provisions and regulations of the I/egacy Duty Act, 1796 
(30 Qeo. 3, c. 52), so far as not expressly repealed, remain in full force, not- 
withstanding that the actual charge of duty no longer arises under that Act 
(Adio^'a^-Ofneral v. Stair (Earl) (1850), Scotch Exchequer, not reported). See 
also lU ChiAmmdelry (1832), I Or. & M. 149, which (Advocaie-Oeneral v. Slair 
(Earl), supra, ptr Lord Fullerton) was decided on that very ground. 

(c) See pp. 239—242, post 

{(1) See pp. 245—249, post 

(e) Stamp Act, 1815 (55 Geo. 3, o. 184), s. 2, Sched., Part III.; Revenue 
Art, 1845 (8 A 9 Viet. c. 76), s. 4; Customs and Inland Revenue Act, 1888 
(51 & 52 Vict. c. 6), s. 21 (2). 

(/) Stamp Act, 1815 (55 Geo, 3, o. 184), s, 2, Sched., Part III. 

(y) Provided that the interest was not reduced into possession, and the 
executor fully exonerated, on or before the Slst August, 1815 (Stamp Act, 1815 
(55 Geo. 3, 0 . 184), Sched., PaH HI. ; A.-G. v. 7/ancock (1837), 2 M. & W. 
663, 597). As to earlier cases, see stat (1780) 20 Geo. 3, o. 28; stat (1783) 
23 Geo 3, c. 68 ; stat (1789) 29 Geo. 3, o. 51 (all repealed) ; Legacy Duty Act, 
1796 (36 Gea 3, o. 52) ; Stamp Act, 1804 (44 Qeo. 3, c. 98) ; Iiegacy Duty Act, 
1805 (45 Geo. 3, o. 28) ; Probate and Jjegacy Duties Act, 1808 (48 Gea 3, c. 149); 
ifrttiH v. Croft (1792), 2 Hy. Bi. 30; l/ul r. Atkinson (1816) 2 Her. 45. 
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Bbct. 2.- Legacies, and Successions upon Intestaeg, 

8t)B-Seot. l.—The “ Legacy." 

312. Every gift by any will or testamentary instrument of any 
person, which, by virtue thereof, is payable, or has effect, or is 
satisfied, out of (/t) the personal or movable (t) estate or effects of 
such person (k), or out of any personal estate which such person 
had power to dispose of (f), whether the gift is by way of annuity 
or in any other form, is deemed to be a “ legacy ”(m), and is 
chargeable with legacy duty accordingly (n). 

Every gift which has effect as a donation mortis causd is also 
deemed to be a “ legacy ” (o), and is chargeable with legacy duty {j>). 


SaoT. i. 

Legacies, 
and Sooees. 
sions open 
Intestacy. 

Gifts bj will. 


DonatiofM 
mortit eawda 


313. A gift by Mfill with a condition annexed is liable to legacy LegacT with 

duty without regard to the condition (q), unless the performance of » concfition 

annexed. 


(/«) A gift out of the profits to arise from the testator's businessi carried on 
by his executors after his death, is a legacy chargeable with duty (ifs Thorhy^ 
Thorlty V. Mattam, [1891] 2 Ch. 613, 626, C. A. ; Inland Mevenuey, Dick*§ 
Truateea (1907), 44 L. It. 667). So is a gift of the proBts to arise after the 
testator’s death from a patent for an invention {Adrocate^Oeneral v. Oiwald 
(1848), 10 Dunl. (Ct of Sess.) 969). .And so would be a gift of the fruit of an 
orchaxd of trees for a term of years (lie Thurley, Thorley v. Ma^aam^ $upra, per 
KAY.L.J.,atp.627). 

(0 Every such gift which is payable oi has effect or is satisGed out of, or is 
charged or made a burden upon, the testator’s real estate, or any real estate, or 
the rents or proBts thereof, which he had any right or power to charge, burden, 
or affect, with the payment of money, or out of or upon any moneys to arise by 
the sale, burden, mortgage, or other disposition of any sucn real estate or any 
part thereof, is also deemed to be a legacy (Bevenue Act, 1846 (8 & 9 Viet, 
c. 76), 8. 4 ; which superseded the Legacy Duty Act, 1806 (46 Qeo. 3, c. 28), s. 4), 
and, where the testator died before the Ist July, 1888, is chargeable with 
legacy duty (Stamp Act, 1816 (66 Qeo. 3, c. 184), s. 2, Sched., Part IIL). 
Where, however, the testator died on or after that date, succession duty and 
not legacy duty is chargeable (Customs and Inland Revenue Act, 1888 (61 A 62 
Viet c. 8), 8. 21 (2) ; see p. 264, poet). As to leaseholds for years, see p. 236, 
post 

{k) This expression does not extend to the personal estate of a stranger, 
which the testator induced him to dispose of, as the condition upon which he 
should be entitled to take a legacy {Laurie v. ClntUm (1862), 16 beav. 131, per 
Romillt, M.R., at p. 139). 

(/) This expression extends to personal estate over which the testator had a 
general power of appointment {Re Cholmondeley (1832), 1 Or. & M. 149 ; Dra1i$ 
T. A.-G. (1843), 10 <5l. A Fin. 267, H. L.). 

(m) Bevenue Act, 1846 (8 A 9 Viet. c. 76), s. 4 ; see note (^, infra. 

(n) Stamp Act, 1816 (65 Oeo. 3, c. 184), s. 2, Sched., Part 111. 

(o) l^venue Act, 1846 (8 A 9 Viet. o. 76), s. 4 ; which superseded the Legacy 
Duty Act, 1806 (46 Geo. 3, c. 28), s. 4, which, in its turn, superseded the 
Legacy Duty Act, 1796 (36 Geo. 3, c. 62), s. 7. 

( p) There are no spe^ provisions with regard to the collection of legacy 
duty in respect of donations moriis ransA, 

(7) A.^G. y. Sharpe {1891), 7 T. L. B. 668, 0. A. (sum to be invested hr 
trustees, and income paid to legatee on a condition, namely, that she should, 
inter aliay provide a home for such (if any) of testator’s children as, in the 
judgment of the trustees, required it ; compare note (k), p. 237, posi). See 
also Re Thorley^ Thorley v. Massamy eupray at pp. 626, 628 (^ft on condition of 
carrying on busineaB); Inland Revenue v. ZHcVs Trusteeey eupra (ditto); Re 
White, Pennell v. Franldiny [1898J 1 Ch. 297, 299; affirmed, [1898] 2 Cb. 217, 
219, C. A. (gift on condition of acting as professional trustee). 
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BioT.s. the condition causes something to be returned to the testator’s 
personal estate, in which case it seems that only the 'iiffetenoe 
and Sneces- would be liable to the duty (r). 

•ions npon ^he condition may be imposed by the donee of a limited power 
Intestacy, appointment (s), or it may be annexed by the testator himself to 
the exercise of such a power (t). 

LegMyln A bequest of residue, or a share thereof, although made in 
Mtiifaction of fulfilment of a covenant in a marriage settlement, is chargeable 
• ooTenant, jggj^gy juty ig otherwise, however, where the bequest, 

in fulfilment of the covenant, is of a definite sum (b). 

EorgiTenea The forgiveness of a debt due to the testator is a legacy (c), 
of » debt. except where the debt is not recoverable at law (d). If the debt is 
owing jointly by two persons, one of whom predeceases the testator, 
the bequest operates in favour of the survivor, who is liable to the 
duty as upon a legacy to him (e). 

Direcilon to A direction in a deceased person’s will to pay his own debts 
pay debts. does not constitute a legacy even where the debts are statute- 
barred (/), although it is otherwise where they have been legally 
released or extinguished (p). But a direction to pay interest on 
debts which do not bear interest constitutes a legacy as regards 
the interest (/(). 

A direction in a will to pay the debts of another person, who 
has died insolvent, confers a legacy on that person’s creditors (t). 
Legacy to an Where there is a disposition by will in favour of an 
«ecutoror executor or trustee, in return for his trouble, the sums received 

trurt^jorhi. jjy legacies (fc). 


(r) Svjeeting t. Sweeting (1853)» 1 Drew. 331, per Kindskslet, V.-C., at 
p. 334 ; Re Kirk, Kirk v. Kirk (1882), 21 Ch. D. 431, 0. A., per Jessel, M.11., 
at p. 437; Re Thorley, Thorhy y. Maeeam, [1891] 2 Ch. 613, 0. A., per Kay, 
L.J., at p. 629. 

(e) Uenniker {Lwd) y. (1852), 8 Ezch. 257, Ex. Ch. (jointure on con- 
diuon of release of dower). 

(Q Sweding y. Sweeting, mpra (ditto). 

(a) Compare Jervie y. Wolferetan (1874), L. E. 18 Eq. 18, per Jessel, M.R., 
at p. 24; see also Moife Trustees y. Lord Advocate (1874), 11 Sc. L. E. 157 
(whole residu^ ; Marshall y. Lord Advocate (1874), 11 Sc. L. E. 392 (share of 
residue) ; y. Murray (1887), 20 L. E. Ir. 124, C. A. (whole residue). 

(if) uraham y. TFicArAam (1863), 1 De O. J. & Sm. 474, 486, C, A. ; see also 
Kyre y. Monro (1857), 3 K A J. 305 ; Lord Advocate of Scotland y. Hagari 
(1872), L. E. 2 So. & Diy. 217. In such circumstances, succession duty is 
presumptiyely chargeable (see p. 263, post)* 

(r) A.-G^. y. Iloibrook (1823), 3 Y. A J. 114; see also Morris y. Livie (1842), 
1 Y. A 0. Ch. Gas. 380; A.-(7. y. HoUingworth (1857), 2 H. & N. 416. 

(d) Compare A. -(7. y. Edlingworth, supra. 

It) A.-G. y. Holbrook, supra, per Httllogk, B., at p. 123. 

(/ ) Williamson y. Naylor (1838), 3 Y. ft C. (sx.) 208 ; see also Re O'Leary's 
[1896] 1 1. E. 283, where the statement in a will that a bequest was 
made in aatisf^tion of a debt was regarded as soffleient eyidence that the 
testator was so indebted. 

(g) Tumor v, MarHn (1857), 7 De O. M. ft G. 429. 

(A) Oooks y. Tamer (1850), cited, Uanson’s Death Dutiae, 5th ed., p. 361 
(reported on other points (1848), 15 Sim. 611). 
m FosUr y. £ey {l835), 2 Bing. (k. a) 269. 

(h) Es Thorhy, Thorhy y. Massam, supra (legacies to tmstee and to manager 
of bnnneaa) ; see also Inland Romm y. Di^'s Trushss (1907), 44 So. L. E. 667 
(hgadsi to managers of busiiiesB). 
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Where a testator appoints a professional peiRon as his 
execntor or trustee, and empowers him to charge for business done 
in relation to the estate, his profit costs constitute a legacy (f), 
vhich is chargeable with duty (»i). 

Sub-Sect. 2. — Sttccmiom upon InUsiucy, 

314. The clear residue (when devolving to one person), and 
every share of residue (when devolving to two or more persons), of 
the personal or movable estate of any deceased person (after 
deducting debts, funeral expenses, legacies, and other charges first 
payable thereout), whether the title to such residue, or any share 
of it, accrues upon a partial or total intestacy, although not 
deemed to be a “legacy,** is chargeable with legacy duty (n). 

Sub-Sect. 3. — Personal Estate, 

315. Personal estate (o) chargeable with legacy duty (p) includes 
an interest in a partnership, even where attributable to partnership 
real estate (<?). 

It includes also a mortgage dobt(r), even if secured on the 
testator*8 own real estate, provided that in that case he kept it 
alive in his lifetime, and notwithstanding that it devolved on 
his death upon the person upon whom the real estate itself 
devolved (.*?). 

It includes also a capital sum, to which the testator was entitled, 
to be raised out of settled real estate at his own death, although, in 
the event, as the legatee to whom it eventually came was the 
owner of the real estate out of which the sum was raisable, it was 
not in fact raised (t). 

It does not, however, include leaseholds for years, which 
are deemed for this purpose to be real property (rr). 

Estates pur autre vie^ applicable by law in the same manner 
as personal estate, are chargeable with legacy duty as personal 


Re WhUe^ Pennell v, Franklin^ [1898] 2 Ch. 217, 0. A. 

) S. 0. [1898] 1 Ch. 297, per Kekbwioh, J., at p. 299. 

f Stamp Act, 1815 (55 Geo. 3, o. 184), s. 2, Sched., Part EH. 

Tolls of a lighthouse, levied under a private Act of Parliament, have been 
to be real estate, and so not liable to legacy duty v. Jonee (1849), 1 


Mac. & G. 574). 

( p) It has been said that property was personal estate liable to legacy duty 
because the executor had taxen it, had dealt with it as executor, and had, as 
executor, authorised the delivery of it to the legatee, although he was not bound, 
in the particular circumstances, in order to got it, to take out probate or 
administration {Re Ewin (1830), 1 Or. A J. 151, per Ajubxaitdxb, O.B., at 
np. 152, 154). 

(q) Forhee t. Steven^ Mackenzie v. Forbes (1870), L. B. 10 Bq. 178; i2e Riokes, 
8^ V. Ducroi (1890), 38 W. B. 535. It would, however, very materially alter 
the case if it could be made out that the real estate was not a partnership asset, 
but belonged to the partners as tenants in common {Forbes v. Steven^ Mackenzia 
T. Forbes, supra, per James, V.-O., at p. 188). 

I f) Lawson v. Inland Revenue Commissioners, [1896] 2 1.^B. 418. 
s) Swabey v. Swdbey (1848), 15 Sim. 502. 

0 A.-G. V. Mekal/e (1851), 6 Exoh. 26. 

o) Soocession Duty Act, 1853 (16 A 17 Viet. o. 51), s. 19. Pnor to this Act, 
Isga^ duty was chargeable ; see p. 263, post. 
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estate (b). It is otherwise, however, with estates pur autre tie 
descending to the heir as special occupant (c). 

Sub-Sect. 4. — The Will yr Inieetacy* 

816. A testamentary instrument is any writing, whatever the 
form and however by law it may be required to be executed, if it 
remains dormant during the life of the person executing it, if it be 
revocable until bis death, and if it only comes into active power at 
his death {d), 

317. Legacy duty is payable under the will or intestacy of 
every person, whether legatee, or successor upon intestacy, for the 
benefit of whose estate a fund is retained, and it is immaterial that 
a person entitled to an expectant interest dies before the interest 
falls into possession {e). 

Sub-Sect. 6 . — The Legatee or Succeseor^ 

818. Under a bequest to trustees to dispose of the testator’s 
estate in favour of such persons and for such purposes as the 
trustees in their discretion think proper, the persons in whose 
favour the trustees dispose of the estate, when ascertained, are the 
legatees (/). 

(6) Le«racy Duty Act, 1796 (36 Geo. 8, o. 62), s. 20. The phrase “ estate jpur 
autre vur* includes the unexhausted residue of an estate for the deceased’s own 
life and the life of others {Chatfield v. Berchtoldt (1872), 7 Ch. App. 102). 

(c) R V. Norreye (1862), 2 1. 0. L. B. 414 (a case upon the Probate and Legacy 
Duties (Ireland) Act, 1814 (54 Qeo. 3, c. 92), s. 22). 

(d) Advocate-General v. Bamaay'e Trustees (1823), 2 Cr. M. & B. 224, n., per 
Suefhebd, O.B., at p. 229. A secret yoluntary deed, reserving a life interest 
and a power of revocation, has been held to be testamentaiy (A.-O, v. Jones and 
BarileU (1817), 3 Price, 368, Woou, B., du6., at p. 383b Secus, in the case 
of a secret deed of covenant to pay during life or after death, subject to debts and 
legacies, a sum upon charitable tiusts {Jeffries v. Alexander (1860), 8 H. L. Gas. 
694, 613). So also where the deed was not secret, and the settled securities 
were duly transferred to the trustees {Tompson v. Browne (1836), 3 My. & K, 32). 
So also where there was a covenant on marriage to pay to children a capital sum 
at death, with reservation of a limited power of appomiment {Advocate-General 
T. Trotter (1847), 10 Dunl. (Ct. of Sees.) 66). And so also where there was a 
mutual irrevocable settlement, by the deceased and others, upon themselves, 
and the survivor, subject to the debts of any dying {Brown {Agnes and Mary) 
T. //. M. Advocate-General (1862), 1 Macq. 79, H. D.). It been said that 
the phrase testamentary instrument” was us^ in the statute for the purpose 
of including any informal instrument which might still be in effect a will, for 
a will, properly speaking, is not complete unless there be executors appointed, 
or it relates to Scotland, where the term testamentary instrument is used instead 
of will (A.-G. T. Jones and Bartlett, supra, per Wood, B., at p. 383) ; and see 
title Wills. 

(e) A.-G. y. Malkin (1846), 2 Ph. 64 (gift by will to a daughter and her hus- 
band for their joint lives, and the life of the survivor, and, on the death of the 
survivor, as the daughter should appoint, and in default to her executors etc. 
She died in her husband’s lifetime without appointing, and he afterwards died, 
having, by his will, left the property to his own daughter. Legacy duty was 
payable under the original testator’s will, and under the son-in-lavrs will. . It 
would also have been payable undwthe daughter’s intestacy, but for the fact 
that her husband was entitled) ; A.-G. v. Maxwell (1860), 10 1. 0. L. B. 262 (a 
case upon the Stamp Duties (Ireland} Act, 1842 (5 d: 6 Viet. c. 82), s. 37). The 
position Is unaffsoied by the Succession Duty Act, 1863 (16 A 17 Viet o. 61), 
e. 14 (A,-G. V. (Beave (1873), 31 L. T. 86). 

(/) Lard Advocate v. Nishefe fntstges (187$), 16 So. L* Bt 608. 
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If the person to benefit is named, but the amount of the Smtt. 2 . 
benefit is in the absolute discretion of the trustees, the person is a Legacies, 
legatee of any sums in fact paid by the trustees to him or for his and Sncces* 
benefit (g), sions upon 

Where, however, the bequest is to persons in confidence that Intestacy, 
they will apply it in a particular manner, but with the express oiftin 
declaration that no trust is imposed upon them, the persons in conSdenoe. 
whose favour it is applied are not legatees (A)* 

Where the bequest to the trustees is in terms absolute, Gift bound by 
although, in truth, the property is bound in their hands by a secret 
trust, imposed upon them by the testator in his lifetime, it seems 
that the trustees are the legatees (i). 

A gift by will to a person in terms which create a trust of Trustor 
an indefinite part of a legacy for the benefit of another person 
confers a legacy upon that other person of any sums in fact applied 
for his benefit under the trust (A:). 


319. Upon a legacy being accepted and betiueathed by a legatee, When a 
liis executors cannot disclaim the gift to him, in order to permit 
the legatee’s legatee to take the legacy directly from the original am. 
testator, and so to affect the claim for legacy duty under tho prior 
will (1) ; and a legatee cannot, with a like object, disclaim a gift to 
him under a will made in exercise of a general power of appoint- 
ment by which the donee of the power has successfully assumed to 
himself the entire dominion over the fund, and elect to take, as 
in default of appointment, under the will creating the power (m). 


320. Where a testator bequeaths a legacy and directs that, in oift to 


the event of the legatee predeceasing him, the legacy is to bo paid 
to the legatee’s personal representatives, the persons entitled to the 


predeccasloj* 

legateo. 


legatee’s personal estate take as substituted legatees under the 
original testator’s will(n), and are chargeable with legacy duty 
accordingly (o). 

Where, however, the gift is to a child or other issue who pro- 
deceases the testator, but leaves issue living at tho testator’s death. 


and the subject of the gift forms part of the property of tho dead 


legatee (p), it is, seemingly, liable to legacy duty as part of the 


legatee’s estate (g). 


(g) A,-a.T. Waile, [1910] 1 K. B. 70:1. 

(h) Jle Mariineau (1894), 48 J. P. 29.>. 

(t) Ctdlaiy. A.-0,/or Jrefand (1866), L. R. 1 U. L. 190 (a case upon the 
Stamp Duties (Ireland Act, 1842 (6 A 6 Yict. c. 82), s. 38) ; compare 
AladJock, Llewelyn v. JraehinyUmf [1902] 2 Ch. 220, 229, C. A. 

(A) He Harrie (1852), 7 £zch. 3^ (gift to wife, sole ezecutiiz, for maintenauco 
of herself and the children); compare t. Sharpe (1891), 7 T. L. R. 558, 
0. A. (gift upon a condition ; and see note (o), p. 233, ante), 

(/) T. Munbu (1858), 3 H. & N. S26. 

(m) V. BraJoenhury (1863), 1 IL A 0. 782 ; see also //. M, Advocate v. 
Rouiledge'i Trusteee (1907), 44 Sc. L. R. 305, per tho Lord Prosidont (Lord 
Dunkdxk), at p. 309. 

(n) Long v. Walkimon (1852), 17 Bear. 471. 

(o) Lori Advocaley, Bogie, [1894] A. 0. S3; see also A.-(7. v. Loyd, [1805] 
1 a B. 496. 

( p) Willi Act, 1837 (7 Will. 4 A 1 Tiot c. 26), t. 33. 

Ig) Compare Perry'e Exoeutore t. B* (1868), L. R. 4 t^xch. 27 ; Be ScoU, [1901] 

I K. B. 228, 0, A 
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Sub-Sect. Testator or Intestate. 

321. Where a will exercises a general power of appointment, 
the appointee’s interest is to be treated for the purpose of legacy 
duty as derived under that will(r), even where the instrument 
creating the power was itself a will (s). But where a will confers a 
limited power of appointment, and the power is exercised, whether 
by will(0 or deed(u), the appointee’s interest is to be treated as 
derived under the will which created the power. 

Where any legacy is given to or for the benefit of any 
persons in joint tenancy, if any legatee becomes entitled by sur- 
vivorship, or by severance of the joint tenancy, to a larger interest 
in the property, such interest is to be treated as derived from the 
original testator, and not from the deceased joint tenant {h). 

Sub-Sect. 7. — Domicil and Situs, 

322. In order that personal estate may become liable to legacy 
duty, the testator or intestate must have been domiciled in this 
country at the time of his death, but the local situation of the 
property is immaterial (c). 

Where a person dying domiciled in this country was a 
partner in a firm owning foreign real estate, as a partnership asset, 
his interest in the partnership, including such property, being 
personal estate, is liable to legacy duty (d). 

An estate pur autre vie in real property in this country, 
applicable by law as personal estate, is chargeable with legacy duty, 
even where the owner was domiciled abroad (c). 


(r) Boyenue Act, 1846 (8 & 9 Viet. c. 7G), s. 4 ; Be Cholmonddey (1832), 1 
Cr. & M, 149 ; Drake v. A,-0. (1843), 10 Cl. & Fin. 267, H. L. 

(«) Drake v. A,-0,, supra, 

(y Pickard v. A,-G, (1838), 3 M. & W. 662, aflBnned, Pickard v. A,-0. (1840), 
6 M. & W. 348, Ex. Oh. ; see also A.-O, v. Ilenniker (Lord) (1862), 7 ExcL 331, 
affirmed, Henniker (Lord) y. A,-0,, 8 Exch. 267, Ex. Ch. 

(a) Sweeting y. Sweeting/ (1863), 1 Drew. 331. 

h) Le^c^ Duty Act, 1796 (36 Geo. 3, c. 62), s. 16, 

(c) ReEwin (1830), 1 Or. & J. 161 (testator domiciled in this country, assets 
abroad) ; Jackson y. Forhes (183^, 2 Or. & J. 382; affirmed sub nom, A,-0. y. 
Jackson (1834), 8 Bli. (if. s.) 16, H. L. (testator domiciled abroad, assets abroad, 
but remitted to this country for distribution : no representation in this coimtry ) ; 
Arnold v. Arnold (1837), 2 My. & Or. 266 (ditto, saye that there was represeuta- 
lion in this country) ; Thomson y. Advocate-General (1846), 12 OL & Fin. 1, 
II. L. (testator domiciled abroad, assets in this country). Ulie operation of the 
statute is limited to the property of persons who die domiciled in this counixy, 
and personal property in contemplation of the law is supposed to be situate 
where the deceam owner was cfomioiled (Thomson y. Adaoeate-Oeneral, supra, 
per Lord Oaufbell, at pp. 28, 29). The aboye cases supersede or oyerrule 
A.-G. v. Cockerell (im), 1 Price, 166; A,-0. v. DeaUon (1819), 7 Price, 660; 
Loffany, Fairlie (1826), 2 Sim. & St. 284 ; Hay y. Fairlie (1826), 1 Buss. 117; 
lie nrues (1832), 2 Cr. & J. 436; Be Coales (1841), 7 M. & W. 390. See also 
A,-0, v. Napier (1861), 6 Exch. 217 ; Lyall y. Paion (1866), 26 L. J.(CH.) 746; 
H inane y. ,-G.,Tl904] A, 0. 287 ; H, M, Advocatev, DrounCs Trustees (1907), 44 
Sc. L. E. 276, wnere the principle of Thomson y. AdvacaU^Ceneral, supra, was 
a}>plied. 

(d) Forhes y. Steven, Madmne y. Forlee (1870), L. B. 10 Eq. 178 ; Stokes y. 
I>iicrcs(1890), 38 W. B. 636. 

(e) ChMdd y. BerehtMt (1872), 7 Ch. App* 192. Thy same holds with 
Hi^rd to legacies out of real estate in this country under the will of a persoii 
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Sect. 8. — Exceptwru jrom the Charge of Duty. 

323. There are like exceptions from legacy duty as from btxo* 
cession duty (/) where estate duty {f) has been paid (h). 

Where personal estate is directed to be applied in the pur- 
chase of real estate, and is given so as to be enjoyed by different 
persons in succession, no legacy duty accrues in respect of it after 
it has been actually so applied (i). 

Leasehold hereditaments are excepted from the duty {k). 

The personal estate generally of any person dying after 
the 24th March, 1880, where the whole value is less than £100, is 
also excepted from the duty (f). 

No legacy of specific articles of less value than £20 is 
chargeable with the duty unless the total value of the benefit taken 
by the legatee under the will amounts to £20(m)> 


Sect. S. 
Ezoeptions 
from the 
Charge of 
Dotjr. 

Various 

oxceptioni. 


dying before the Ist July, 1888, domiciled abroad {Advocate-Oeneral v. Qrani 
n825), cited 12 CL & Fin. at p. 16; Thonuon y. Advocate- Oenercd (1845), 12 
CL & Fin. 1, n. L., per Lord Lynduurst, L.C., at p, 22). Where the testator 
died on or after that date succession duty is chargeable (Customs and Inland 
Revenue Act, 1888 (51 & 52 Viet c. 8), s. 21 (2) ). 

(f) See p. 278, post. 

{g) It is so also ufhere probate duty has been paid; tee notes (m), (r), 

р. 279^o«t 

ih) Finance Act, 1894 [(57 & 68 Vief c. 30), ss. 1, 6 (2), 16 (1), (3), 
6ch^. 1. (5); Finance Act, 1898 (61 & 02 Viet. c. 10), s. 13. As to excep- 
tions from legacy duty 'where probate or account duty has been paid, see 
Customs and Inland Revenue Act, 1881 (44 & 45 Viet. c. 12), as. 36, 41. 

(♦) Legacy Duty Act, 1796 (30 Geo. 3, c. 62), s. 19. Succession duty would 
be presumntivelymyable upon the purchased real estate on the death of the 
tenant for life, where, ^lore the money has been actually applied, the person 
entitled to an estate of inheritance in the real estate to be purchasea died, 
having survived the limited owner, but having refused to receive ei^er income 
or capital, it was held that legacy duty, and not succession duty, was payable 
under her intestacy {De Lancey v. 72. (IS72), L. E. 7 Fxoh. 140, Ex. Cn. ; see 
also Re Dt Lancey (1870), L. R. 5 Exeb. 102, Ex. Ch., which, per MamBW, J., 
in A.-G. V. Dodd^ [1891J 2 Q. B. 150, at p. 156, is qualiOed by A»-0. v. Lomae 
(1873), L. R. 9 Exch. 29, and is inconsistent with tne judgment of Lord Mao- 
KAGHTEN in A.-G. V. Aileebury (lifarquU) (1887), 12 App. Cas. 672). 

(k) Except where the legacy auty was already due on the 18th May, 1853, 
prior to which date leaseholds for years were chargeable with legacy duty 
as personal estate (Succession Duty Act, 1853 (16 & 17 Viet. c. 51^ s. 19). 
Suen property is, however, now presumptively chargeable with succession duty. 
(/) Customs and Inland Revenue Act, 1880 (43 Viet. c. 14), s. 13. 

(m) Stamp Act, 1815 (55 Geo. 3, c. 184), e. 2, Sched., Part III. Pecuniary 
le^cies, ana residue, or a share of residue under the value of £20, which were 
exempt from legacy duty under this Act, unless the total bonofit taken by the 
legatee amounted to £20, wore charged with the duty in the case of persons 
d}ing on or after the 1st June, 1881, provided that the whole personal estate 
amounted to £100, by the Customs and Inland Revenue Act, 1881 (44 & 45 Viet. 

с. 12), s. 42. As to charitable gifts before that date, see Re Wilkineon^BZi)^ 

1 Cr. M. & B. 142, afiSrmed sti5 ncm. A.^G. ▼. Kcuh (1836), 1 M« & W . 237, 
Ex. Ch., where it warn held that no duty was payable, on the ground tl^t each 
beneficiary received less than £20. f%ant%\ 

3 Sim. 147 ; A.-G. v. Fi 
M. & W. 510 ; 72e Peofce ( 

,666; Harrie v. ffotoe {Earl) (1861), 29 Bear. 261, where it was lield that duty 
^was payable, on the ground that &e ^ts were 4fi $olido» Giftsto the different 

jnission schmes of the Free Churcu of Scotland {SiewarVe TrmUee v. Tjttrd 
AdvoeaU (1857), 26 DunL (Ct. of Sees.) 453), or of the Qenerai Asseqibly of the 
Feesbytenan Church in Ireland (A.*G. t. Eb0Cii(or(1869), refer^to in 
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s*ct.8. The duty is not chargeable in respect of spcciiic articles. 
Exceptions bequeathed to or in trust for anybody corporate, whether aggregate 
from the or sole, or to any inn of court or chancery, or an endowed school, 
Charge of to be preserved (w). 

Duty. 1^0 position is the same in respect of articles not yielding 
income, and given to be enjoyed by different persons in succession, 
while enjoyed in kind only by any person not having any power 
of selling or disposing of them, so as to convert them into money 
or other property yielding an income (o). 

In the case of objects which appear to the Treasury to be of 
national, scientific, historic, or artistic interest, the duty is only 
chargeable when the property is sold, and then only in respect of 
the last death on which the property passed (p). 

Money applied under a direction in a will for the payment 
of the legacy duty chargeable upon any legacy out of some other 
fund (q), BO that the legacy may pass free of duty to the legatee, is 
not itself chargeable with the duty(r). The testator’s intention 
may be collected from any direction in the will («). 


Hanson’s Death Duties, 5th ed., p. 470), are not separate legacies to the same 
legatee. 

(n) Legacy Duty Act, 1790 (39 Geo. 3, o. 73), s. 1; Stamp Act, 1815 (55 
Oeo. 3, c. 184), s. 2, Sched., PaH HI. 

(o) Ijegacy I)uty Act, 1796 (36 Geo. 3, c. 62), s. 14. 

(p) Finance Act, 1896 (69 & 60 Viet. c. 28), s. 20; Finance (1909-10) Act, 
1910 (10 Edw. 7, 0. 8), s. 63 ; see also p. 202, ante. The exception from duty 
only applies, however, in the case of deaths on or after the 30th April, 1909 
(Finance (1909-10) Act, 1910 (10 Edw. 7, c. 8), s. 63). 

{(A the residue or the real estate {Lord Advocate ▼. Taylor (1884), 21 
Ba L. E. 709, jw the Lord Ordinary (Fraser), at p. 711). 

(r) Legacy Duty Act, 1796 (36 Geo. 3, c. 52), s. 21. 

(«) Oude V. Mum/ord (1837), 2 Y. & 0. (EX.) 445, 448, per Aldersox, B., at 
p. 466. The following terms have been neld to amount to a direction that a 
legacy or annuity is to be paid free of duty: in the case of a legacy, “ without 
any deduction,*’ or ** without deduction,” or “ without any deduction whatever” 
{Ihrkedale v. OiUiai (1818), 1 Swan. 562 ; explained, Oude v, Mumfordi ettpra, 
per Alberson, B., at p. 466, dissenting from the explanation of Leagii, M.B., 
in Smith v. Andereon (1828), 4 Buss. 352, at p. 354 ; Ferguson v. Ogilhy (1862), 
12 I. Oh. B. 411) ; ” clear of propeiiy tax and all expenses whatsoever attend- 
ing the same” {Gourtoy ▼, Vincent (1823), Turn. & H. 433); “free from ell 
expense” {Oosden t. Dotterill (1832), 1 My. & K. 56, 60) ; “ to be paid clear” 
{Ford V. Ruxton (1844), 1 Coll. 403, 408) ; “ free from anv charge or liability in 
respect ther^f” (TVar6rtcA v. VarUy (No. 1) (1861), SO'Beav. 241); or “ free 
of all outgoings and payments, except the annual and other rent^* {Re Taber, 
Arnold v. Kayeas (1882), 46 L. T. 805) ; and in the case of an annuity, “ clear 
of property tax and all expenses whatsoever attending the same ” (iJourtoy v. 
Viwent, eupra) ; “ clear of all deductions ” {Dawkins v. Tatham (1829), 2 Sim. 
492) ; “ eHfax of all taxes and outgoings” {Louch v. Peters (1834), 1 My. & hu 
489) ; *' without any deduction or abatement out of the same on any account or 
pretence whatsoever ” {Smith v. Anderson, supra) ; “ clear of all taxes and 
aeductions whatsoever ” (Store; ▼. Davenport (1833), 5 B. Ad. 359, 366) ; “ one 
annuity or clear yearly sum ” {Qude ▼. Mum ford, sujira ; Wilks y. Groom (1856), 
4 W. B. 697, 699); “one dear yearly rentenarge or annuity” {Baily v. Ikmli 
(1851), 14 Beav. 595); “a dear annuity or yearly sum” {Haynes y, Haynes 
(1853), 3 DeG. M. A G. 590, 598, 0. A.); or “clear yearly annuity ” (Bs Bohins, 
Ac/«oa T. JUMns (1888), 58 L. T. 882). Pecuuiarv logades “free” covers 
annuities (Paarse v. Fearss (1853), 8 W. JBL 129). “Net^ means “clear** {Bs 
Bounders^ Saisiukrs v. Gore, [1898] 1 Ob, 17| 0. A.}. An implied direction to pay 



Part IV.— Legact Dutt. 


241 


free of duty is not out down by an explicit direction to pay another legacy ** free 
of duty” {Warlrick ▼. VarUy (No. 1) (186]), 80 Beay. 241), or another annuity 
** free from legacy duty ” {Re Rohine, Nelson y. Robins (1888), 68 L. T. 382). A 
bequest of a sum of money to purchase an annuity ” dear for A.” means free 
from taxes {Hodgworth y. Uratdey (1742), 2 Atk. 376), but not a gift of a share 
of an estate ” after discharging the necessary exj^nses connected with this 
trust ” {Michie's Execvdars y. Michis (1905), 42 Sc. L. R. 386). A gift of six 
months ” full ” salaij is not free from leracy duty {Bs Marcus, MarcuB y. 
Afareas (1887), 56 L. J. (CH.) 830). Where &ere is a direction to inyest a capital 
sufficient to produce a yearly sum, ** clear of legacy duty and all other 
deductions/’ to be enjoyed by different persons in succession, bable to the same 
rate of duty, the whole capital is free of duty {Ccdvert v. Sehhon (1838), 2 Keen, 
672), and so also where the direction is to invest a capital to produce a ** clear 
yearly sum’* [Harper y. Morley (1838), 2 Jur. 653), or with the added direction 
“clear of all deductions whatsoever ” {Marri$v. Burlon (18-10), 11 Sim. ICI ; 
explained, Daily y. Boult (1851), 14 Beay. 595, per Bomillt, M.II., at 
pp. 596, 507); but it is otherwise where the persocis entitled to the “clear 
yearly sum’* are bable to different rates of duty {Sanders y. Kiddell 
(183dh 7 Sim. 536; explained. Daily y. Douli, supra; Pridie y. Field (1854), 
19 B^y. 497), the word “clear,” in those circumstances, being taken to 
refer to the expenses of inyestment etc., and not to lepmy duty {Pridis 
y. FtV/d, supra, jter Homilly, M.R., at p. 500, on the authority of banders y. 
Kiddell, supra). A gift of the income of a capital sum sufficient to realise 
a clear yearly income of a stated amount is not a gift free from legacy 
duty (Banks v. Drailhivaile (1862), 32 L. J. (cn.) 35), although it is other- 
wise where the gift is to pay “ such income or yearly sum” which the capital 
sum is to be sufficient to realise (Re Coles* Will (1869), L. B. 8 Eq. 271). A 
general diiection in a will that all the testator’s legacies are to be paid free of 
duty will apply also to legacies by codicil (Uynev, Currey (1834), 2 Cr. A M. 
603), and a like direction in a comcil will apply to legacies by a subsequent 
codicil (Re Dresden, Liudo y. London Hospital (1910), Times, 22nd July) ; and so 
also where the direction is to pay free of duty all the legacies giyen by “ this my 
will” and, by a codicil, additional and fresh legacies are given “ all in addition 
to those already bequeathed ” (lie Sealy, Tomkins y. Tucker (1901), 85 L. T. 451 ). 
The position is the same whore the amounts of the legacies bequeathed by the 
will are vaiied by a codicil (Fisher v. Drierley (No. 2) (1861), 30 Beay. 267). But 
where the testator directs tnat the legacies “ herein oeforo ” bequeathed ( Karly y. 
Denhow (1846), 2 Coll. 312, 354), or the “foregoing legacies” (Brown's Trustees 
V. (Jow (1902), 40 Sc. L. B. 62 ; coiifra, Williams v. Hughes (1857), 24 Beay. 474, 
482), are to be free of duty, the direction does not extend to legacies by a 
subsequent codicil. A general direction to “pay” legacies free of duty 
includes a gift of stock (Ansley y. CotUm (1846), 16 L. J. (OH.) 55), and of 
specific articles (Re Johnston, (forkerell y. Essex (Earl) (1884), 26 Ch. D. 538, 
551; Re Dresden, Lindo v. LonfRm Hospital, supra), but a direction to pay 
“pecuniary legacies” free of duty does not include a gift of stock (Douglas 
y. Congreve (1836), 1 Keen, 410, 424), although it includes the forgivo- 
ness of a doot (Morris y. Livie (1842), 11 L. J. (cn.) 172, 173). Where a 
testator bequeaths “sums” of money and shares, a direction that the aboye- 
mentioned “sums” are to be paid free of duty does not extend to the shares 
{ Dahers y. Lilburn (1865), 13 W. B. 568, 0. A.). A direction that “ legacies and 
bequests ” are to be free of duty does not extend to the produce of me sale of 
real estate ( White y. Lake (1868), L. B. 6 Eq. 188). Where a legacy or annuity 
is given by will free of duty, and, by a ccKiidl, another legacy or annuity is 
substituted for it, the latter gift is to be paid free of duty (Cooper y. Day (1817), 

3 Mer. 154 ; Sha/fesbury (Earl) y. Marloorough (Duke) (1835), 7 Sim. 237), but 
not where the gift is to a different legatee by reason of the death of the legatee 
named in the (Chatteris y. Young (1827), 2 Buss. 183), or where, although 
the gift is to the same legatee, its character has been so altered that it is to be 
regaled as a separate and distinct gift (Burrows y. Cottrell (1830), 3 Sim. 375). 
U a legacy is given free of duty, an added legacy is also free (Johnstone v. 
Harrowbft (Earl) (1859), 1 De G. F. A J. 183, 192), but not where tne character 
of the mfts is entirdy mfferent (Bs Howe, WHMnsmy, Femiehough, [1910J W. N. 
190). Whore the testator directs that the legacy duty on the annoines giyan 
his will is to be piud out of his general personm estate, the income of tineresidoary 
personal estate is not itself an amraity within this dixeotion {IdmcMwrougX 
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Legacies, and successions upon intestacy, given or devolving to 
any of the Royal Family, are excepted from the duty (f). 

No sum of money vrhich by any marriage settlement is 
subject to any limited power of appointment in favour of any 
persons specially named or described, or in favour of their issue, is 
liable to duty under the will in which the power is exercised (n). 

In the case of an annuitant, or legatee chargeable as an annui- 
tant, whose interest ceases by the death of any person before four 
years’ payments of the annuity or income of the legacy have become 
due and payable, the duty is payable in proportion only to so many 
of the payments of the annuity etc. as actually accrued and became 
due etc. (a). 

Sect. 4. — Rates of Duty. 

824. The degree of consanguinity (if any) subsisting between 
the legatee or successor and the testator or intestate determines the 
rate of duty chargeable in respect of the legacy or succession. 


(Lord^ V. Somerville (1854), 19 Boav, 295, 301). Where residno is given in 
moieties, one moiety free of duty, the legacy duty on such moiety is payable 
out of any lajised residue {Warhrirk v. Varleij (No. 1) (1861), 30 Beav. 241); 
but if there is none, queere wbother it is payable out of the other moiety 
(Warbrickv, Varley (No. 1), supra) ^ or is to bear its own charge of duty (lU 
Dalrymple, Dircham v. Springfield (1901), 49 W*. B. 027). A gift of a share of 
residue “free” must be in clear terms (Macdonald's Trustees y. Aberdeen Corporation 
(1902), 39 Sc. L. II. 746, 746). The gift of the legacy duty payable on a specific or 
pecuniary legacy is to be treated as ilsolf a pecuniary legacy, and, where there 
IS a deficiency of assets, must abate accordingly [Farrer v. Si. Catharine's College^ 
Cambridge (1873), L. 11. 16 Eq. 19, 25). Where there is in fact no residue, 
the legatee must bear the legacy duty to the extent to which the estate is 
insufficient to provide it {IFHsmy. O'Leary fl874), L. R. 17 Eq. 419). The 
legacy duty is to be added to the legacy for tne purpose of abatement, and the 
abated legacy is to bear its own duty (Lord AdvocaU v. Tayltyr (1884), 21 Sc. 
L. R, 709 ; lie Turnbull^ Skipper v. Wade, [1905] 1 Ch. 726, 728 ; see also Re 
rriVWfw, Wilkins v. Rotherham (1884), 27 Ch. D. 703, followed in principle, but 
disapproved in arithmetic, Re Turnbull, Skipper v. Wade, supra, per Harwell, J., 
at p. 730). Prior to the Mortmain and Charitable Uses Act, 1891 (64 & 55 Viet, 
o. 73), the duty on a charitable legacy, given free of duty, could not be paid 
out of impure personalty any more than the legacy itself could be ( Wilkinson 
V. Barber (1872), L. R. 14 Eq. 96). Where a testator directed bis estate not to be 
wasted by too hasty a realisation, a direction to pay the duty on a legacy out of 
the residuary estate was, nevertheless, operative (Be Whiieley, Whiteleg v. London 
(Bishof) (1909), 26 T. L. R. 16, C. A.). See also p. 281, post. 

(0 Stamp Act, 1815 (55 Geo. 3, c. 184), s. 2, tSched., Part III. Where the 
dooeaaed died before the 30th April, 1909, there is an exception also in the case 
of the husband or wife of the deceased (Finance (1909-10) Act, 1910 (10 Edw. 7. 
c. 8), 8. 68 (2), ( 4 )), ^ ’ 

(a) Revenue Act, 1845 (8 & 9 Vict, c. 76), s. 4, Moneys payable under a 
policy of insurance in the Customs Annuity and Bonovolent Inind, over which 
a subscriber has only a limited power of appointment in favour of a particular 
class, are not liable to legacy duty (A.-G. v. BowtU (1844), 36 Ch. D. 67, n.). 
In each case, however, succession duty may be chargeable. 

As to the non-liability to du^ under the Legacy Duty Act, 1805 (45 Geo. 3, 
c. 28), 8. 4 (superseded by the Revenue Act, 1846 (8 & 9 Vict. o. 76), s. 4, and 
repealed by the Statute Law Revision Act, 1872 (36 A 36 Vict. c. 63), of an 
annuity which, under a general power created by deed, a testator enlarged by will 
upon real estate, see A.-G. v. Htriftn'd {Marqaii) (1845), 14 M, & W. 284 ; and as 
to the application of the Revenue Act, 1845 (8 & 9 Vict o. 76), s. 4, to all legacies 
actually paid after the commencement of that Act, without regard to the time 
when they became payable, see A.-G. v, HerUord (Marquu) (1^9). 3 £zch. 670. 




Pabt IV.— Legacy Duty. 


248 


825 The mtes of duty, where the testator or intestate died before 4. 

the 80tb April, 1909, are as follows ({»): — In the case of a child, Rates of 
or a descendant of a child, or a lineal ancestor, of the testator or Doty , 
tatostate, there is no duty {c). In the case of a brother or sister, or Rates and 
a descendant of a brother or sister, of the testator etc., the rate is relationship; 
8 per cent. In the case of a brother or sister of the father or mother, 
or a descendant of a brother or sister of the father or mother, of the ii^e8tate*dic<i 
testator etc., the rate is 5 per cent. In the case of a brother or before 30th 
sioter of a grandfather or grandmother, or a descendant of a » 

brother or sister of a grandfather or grandmother, of the testator 
etc., the rate is C per cent. In the case of a person in any other 
degree of collateral consanguinity to the testator etc. than is above 
described, or in the case of a stranger in blood to him, the rate is 
10 per cent. (d). 

326. Where, however, the testator or intestate died on or after (2) Where 
the 80th April, 1909, the rate of duty, in the case of a child etc., is 
1 per cent, (e), and it is so also in the case of the husband or onwaftcrihe 
wife (e), who, prior to that date, were specifically excepted from the soth April, 
duty (/). In the case of other persons, 5 per cent, is substituted for 
8 per cent., and 10 per cent, for 5 per cent, and G per cent. (g). 

The 1 per cent, duty, however, is not levied— (1) where the Exccptioni 
principal value of the property passing on the death of the deceased “ ^ 

(i.c., the testator, intestate, or person making a donation mortis 
(A)), in respect of which estate duty is payable (other than 
property in which the deceased never had an interest, and property 
of which the deceased never was competent to dispose and which 
on his death passes to persons other than the husband or wife, or a 

{h) Stamp Act, 1815 (55 Qeo. 3, c. 184), s. 2, Sched., Part 111. Whoie the 
testator or intestate died before or upon Uie 5t]i April, 1805, the rates, subject 
to the condition in note (</), p. 232, ante, are nil, 2J jier cent., 4 per cent, 5 per 
cent., and 8 per cent, respectively (ibid,), 

(c) One per cent, duty is itnposoa by the Stamp Act, 1815 (55 Qeo. 3, c. 181), 
s. 2, Sched., Part III., but it is not payable under the will or intestacy of any per- 
son dying after the 1st August, 1894 (Finance Act, 1894 (57 & 58 Viet. c. 30;, s. 1 , 

Sebea. I. (5)), or in respect of any legacy or succession consisting of any estate 
or effects according to the value whereof (t.e., in the case of persons dying before 
the 2nd August, 1894) duty has been paid on the affidavit or account in conformity 
with the Customs ana Inland Revenue Act, 1881 (44 & 45 Yict. c. 12), s. 41. 

(d) Natural children, if legitimated according to the law of the father's 
domicil, are not chargeable with duty as strangers in blood (SkoWme v. Young 
(1871), L. B. 11 £a. 474). Seo also, on this point, note (s), p. 283, post, 8ee 
titles CnARiTiES, Vol. IV., p. 205; Corporations, Vol. Vlll., p. 378. In 
Ireland, charitable legacies are not chargeable with the duty (Stamp Duties 
(Ireland) Act, 1842 (5 A C Viet. c. 82), s. 38). 

M Finance (1909-10) Act, 1910 (10 £dw. 7, c. 8), s. 58 (2), (4). The duty is 
to DO paid notwithstanding any rep^ effected by or anything contained in the 
Finance Act, 1894 (57 & 58 Vict. c. 30) (except s. 16 (3) thereof), or any other 
Act (Finance (1909-10) Act, 1910 (10 Fdw. 7, c. 8), s. 68 (2)). The provision 
saving loud Jide purchasers and mortgagees, for value in money or money's 
worth, of an interest in expectancy, before the 30th April, 1909, which obtains 
in tbe case of the increased estate duty under the Finance (1909-10) Act, 

1910 (to £dw. 7, c. 8) (see p. 205, ante), obtains also in the case of the increased 
legacy duty {ihid,^ s. 64). 

(/) See note (f), p« 242, ante, 

(y) Finance (1909-10) Act, 1910 (10 £dw. 7, c. 8 ), a. 68 (1), (4). As to 
purchasers and mortgagees, see note (a), supra, 

(A) Ibid., 8. 68 (3). 
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lineal ancestor or descendant of the deceased) does not exceed 
£15,000, whatever may be the value of the legacy, or residue, or 
share thereof (i); or (2) where the amount or value of the legacy or 
succession, together with any other legacies or successions denved 
by the same person from the testator, intestate, or predecessor dod^ 
not exceed ;£1,000, whatever may be the principal value of such 
property (j) ; or (8) where the person taking the legacy etc. is the 
widow or a child under twenty-one of the testator or intestate, 
and the amount etc. of the legacy etc., together with etc., does not 
exceed X‘2,000, whatever etc. (k). 

327. Any legatee or successor who has been married to a person 
of nearer consanguinity to the testator or intestate pays the same 
rate of duty only as such person would have been chargeable 
with (/). 

328. If a legatee, other than the residuary legatee, declines a 
bequest, and it becomes merged in the residue, the rate of duty 
depends upon the relationship of the residuary legatee to the 
testator ; and the result is the same if it follows from an order of 
the court by consent (m). 

If the probate of a will is revoked, and letters of administra- 
tion are issued, the rate of duty depends upon the relationship 
of the next of kin to the intestate, notwithstanding that the revoca- 
tion may have been the result of a compromise under which 
persons claiming under the will received part of the estate (n). 

The grounds on which the court proceeds cannot be inquired 
into (o), and the result, whether the decree was obtained by consent 
for the reason that the will could not be defended, or whether it 
was obtained after contested litigation, is alone to be regarded. 
It might, however, be different if the arrangement between the 
parties was collusive ( p). 

Where, in consequence of intrinsic defects applicable to a will 
as a whole, the will is challenged by the next of kin, but allowed to 
stand on terms of the next of kin receiving part of the estate, the 


(t) Finance (1909-10) Act, 1910 (10 Edw. 7, c. 8), a. 68 (2) (a). 

(/) yWci.,8, 68(2){b). 

(4:) Ibid., 8 . 68 (2) (c). 

(/) Succession Duty Act, 1853 (16 & 17 Viet. c. 61). s. 11. In strictness, the 
testator or intestate must have died after the 18th May, 1863 (ibid.), Piior to 
this enactment, in the case of a legacy to a married woman, who was not 
entitled to her separate use, the manner m which, by foroe of the marital rights 
of the husband, the bequest might ultimately operate could not be taken into 
consideration in determining the rate of daty (A,»G. v. BaceAus (1823), 11 Price, 
647, 671, Ex. Oh. ; A.-C7. y. Bumie (1830), 3 x. A J. 631, 643). 

(m) Lord Advocaie v. Gordon (1896), 32 Sc. L. B. 632, per Ijord McLaren, at 
p. 634; Lord Advocate V. Hamilton (Duke) (1891), 29 L. B. 213, per Loiil 
Adam, at p. 222. 

(fi) liogacy Duty Act, 1796 (36 Qeo. 3, o. 62), §. 37 ; B. v. Stamps Commie- 
iiotiere (1844), 6 Q. B. 667. 

(o) Lord Advocate t. Fredddon*e Judicial Factor (1894), 21 B. (Ct. of Sess.) 
743, per Lord Wsllwood, at p. 746, on the muthoiity of B, ▼. Stampe Commij- 


etoncre, tuira. 

(^p)^ Lo^ Advocaie v. Freddeton^e Judicial Factor, supra, per Lord Adam, al 
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duty is to be paid at the rate which is applicable to the person in Sect. 4. 

whose favour the compromise has been made^ but only upon the Rates of 

benefit which he has received ; and as regards the benefit which Duty, 

results to the next of kin, they only pay upon it at their proper 
rate ( 9 ). 

The position is the same where, owing to an objection, not to the 
will as a whole, but to a particular clause, by reason, c.^., of the 
uncertainty of the objects of a bequest, a compromise is made 
under which the next of kin receive part of the bequest (r) ; and 
this is the case even where no judgment is given by the court upon 
the validity of the bequest (a). 

Sect. 6. — Value Chargeable. 

Sub-Sect. 1.— C7roaa Vulue. 

329. The value for legacy duty purposes of any legacy or The general 
succession about to be paid to or retained for the benefit of any *’'**®* 
legatee or successor is its actual value at the date of the due delivery 

of the account for computation of the duty, including all accretions 
of income to that date (t). 

330. The value of any legacy given by way of annuity, whether Animiifea. 
payable annually or otherwise, for any life or lives (m), or for years 
determinable on any life or lives, or for years or other period of 

time, is to be calculated according to the tables (r) provided for the 
purpose (w). 

The value of the annuity, if determinable upon any contingency 
besides death (x), is to be calculated without regard to the 

{q) Lord Advocate v. Freckletou'e Judicial Factor (1894), 21 B. (Ct. of Scss.) 

743, per Lord Adam, at p. 748 ; see also Lord Advocate v. Chrietie'e Trustees 
(1905), 12 Scots Law Times, 690. 

(r) Lord Advocate v. Frtckleion's Judicial Factor , supra ^ per Lord Adam, at 
p. 747. 

(a) I bid., per Tjord Eikkeah, at p. 748. 

(Q A^-O, v. Cavendish (Lord G.) (1810), Wight. 82 (duty parablo upon the 
aggi'egate amount of residue retained by the executor as residuary legatee) ,* 

Thomas v. Mondgon^ery (1827), 3 Russ. 502 (ditto upc" the tetereet ee e peeer.'ery 
legacy which could not oe paid until long after the testator's death) ; NisleWs 
Trueteei y. Learmonth (1845), 8 Dunl. (Ct. of Sess.) 69 (ditto upon the 
interest accrued on a pecuniary legacy to which a purchaser from the legatee 
was entitled) ; Adcocaie-Oeneral v, Oswald (1848), 10 Dunl. (Ct. of Sess.) 969 
(ditto upon the proOts of patents for inventions accumulatea under a trust) ; 

Bate y. Payne (1849), 13 (4. B. 900 (ditto upon the income of a snecific bequest 
received by the legate for many years without payment of the duty). In the 
case of the forgiveness of a debt, no interest on the debt after the death can be 
added (A.-(7. y. Holbrook (1823), 3 T. & J. 114) ; but interest on the duty as 
from the death is chargeable (Finance Act, 1896 (59 & 60 Yict. c. 28), 
s. 18 (2)). 

(u) y. Wyv/tml (Lortl) (1854), 9 Exch. 746 (income of property to A. 
for life subject to an annuity to B. for life ; le^y duty payable hy A. in the 
first instance upon an annuity for A.’s life, ana not for the joint lives). 

(v) Succession Duty Act, 1853 (16 & 17 Yict. a 51), s. 31, Schea. When 
calculations had to be made before the 19th May, 1853, the tables annexed to 
the Legacy Duty Act, 1796 (36 Geo. 8, c. 52), were applicable ; see Be OomwaUis 
(EaH) (1856), 1 i Exch. 680, per Pollock, O.B., at p. 582. 

(er) Lmcy Duty Act, 1796 (36 Qeo. 3, c. 62), s. 8. 

{») An investment of personal estate in the purchase of real estate under e 
direction for that purpose (compare, ibid.^ e. 19) le not meontingeiicy other than 
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eontingency ; provided that if it determines upon the contingency 
the value of the annuity, upon application by the persons who paid 
the duty, is to be calculated by the tables according to the term for 
which it endured {y). 

Where the legacy so given by way of annuity is charged on 
and made payable out of any other legacy it is, nevertheless, to 
be valued in the same manner as other annuities, and any duty 
payable on the legacy charged with the annuity is to be calculated 
on the value of the legacy after deducting the value of the annuity {z). 

The duty payable on any legacy given by direction to pur- 
chase an annuity of a certain amount for life or any other term 
is to be calculated upon the sum necessary to purchase the annuity 
according to the tables (u) previously mentioned (b). 

Where, however, the gift is by direction to apply a stated sum in 
the purchase of an annuity there is, in effect, a legacy of the sum 
itself (c). 

331. Where the value of any benefit given by any will can only 
be ascertained from time to time by the actual application of the 
fund allotted for the purpose, or made chargeable with the benefit, 
or where, by reason of the form and manner of the gift, the value 
of the benefit cannot be so ascertained that the duty can be charged 
under any other of the directions before mentioned, the duty is to 
be charged upon the sums of money or effects applied from time to 
time as separate and distinct legacies (d). 

382. The duty on any legacy given so as to be enjoyed in 
succession by different persons liable to the same rate of duty is 
to be charged upon the legacy as in the case of a legacy to one 
person (c). 

This rule applies also where the legacy is bequeathed on a future 
event to legatees to whom the income is given in the meantime in 
different proportions ( f). 

The rule does not, however, apply where an annuity, as distin- 
guished from the income of a fund, is given to one legatee, and 
the fund out of which the annuity is payable is given to another 
legatee iy). 

Where any legacy is given to different persons in succession, some 
of whom are not chax'geable with duty, or who are chargeable with 


death {Advocaie-General v. Stair (Earl) (1850), Scotch Exchequer, rofeired to 
in Trevor’s Taxes on Succession, 4th ed., pp. 1 18, 1 19). 

(y) Legacy Duty Act, 1790 (36 Geo. 3, o. 52), s. 8. 

J e) / 5 td., 8 . 9 . 

a) See note (v), p. 245, ante, 

h) lie^cy Duty Act, 1796 (36 Oeo, 3, c. 52). s. 10. The annuity is to be 
uoed in proj^rtion to the amount of duty payable upon it, the reduction 
being oalotuateid in the same manner as the duty ; and the purchase of such 
reduced annuity, together with the payment of such duty, is to satisfy and 
discharge sudh legacy as fully as if an annuity had been purchased equal io 
amount to the annuity direcM to be purdiased (ibid.). 

(e) Bayley t. Buhvp (1803), 9 Yes. 6, per Grant, hLE., at p. 11. 

(d) Tiegacy Duty Act, 1796 (36 Geo. 3, o. 52), e. 11. 

( e) Ibid., 8. 12. 

(/) Be Oremwood^e Eriate and (1869), 21 L. T. 25. 

Gf) (km T. SMnem (1662), 4 De G. F. ft J. 3d7> 0. A* 



Paut IV.— Legacy Duty. 


247 


different rates of duty, those who are entitled for life only or other Swot. 5. 

temporary interest are chargeable in respect of the bequest as if the Value 

annual produce of it had been ^Ven by way of annuity (/i). Chanreable. 

If any other partial interest is given, or arises out of the property 
to be enjoyed in succession, the duty on the interest is to be charged 
as in the case of partial interests charged on property given otherwise 
than to different persons in succession (h). 

Every person who becomes absolutely entitled to such legacy is 
chargeable with the duty as if the legacy had come to him imme* 
diately on the death of the person by whom it was given to be 
enjoyed in succession (h). 

Where any legacy is given so that different persons will become 
entitled to it in succession, the duty is to be charged upon it as if 
given to be enjoyed in succession, whether the persons entitled to 
it take it under the will and the dispositions contained therein, or 
in default of such dispositions, and as entitled by intestacy (t). 

833. Where any legacy is given to or for the benefit of any Legacies in 
persons in joint tenancy, some of whom are chargeable with legacy tcnanoj 
duty and others are either not chargeable at all or are chargeable 

with duty at a different rate (J), the duty where chargeable is payable 
in proportion to the respective interests of the legatees in the bequest; 
and should any of the legatees so chargeable become entitled by 
survivorship, or by severance of the joint tenancy, to any larger 
interest in the property, they are to be charged with the same duty 
as if the property to which they so become entitled had been given 
to them in the first instance (k). 

834. Where any legacy is given subject to a contingency which Legacies 

may defeat the gift, and whereupon it may go to some other person, * 

the bequest (unless chargeable as an annuity) is to be charged as 

an absolute bequest to the person who takes it subject to the 
contingency (/). 

336. Any legacy which is subjected to a power of appointment Legacies 
in favour of persons specially named or described as objects of the subject to 
power is to be charged with duty as property given to different 
persons in succession (m). In charging the duty not only the 
persons who take previous or subject to the power of appointment, 
but also those who take under or in default of any such appoint- 
ment, when and as they take respectively, are in respect of their 
several interests to be charged with the same duty and in the samo 
manner as if those interests had been given to them respectively, 
in and by the will containing the power, in the same order as will 
take place under and by virtue of the power of appointment, or in 
default of execution of it, as the case may be (n). 

(h) liCgacy Duty Act, 1796 (36 Geo. 3, c. 62), s, 12. 

m IbM., B. 15. 

O') See A.-G. t. Bacchu$ (1823), 11 Price, 547, £x. Ch.; A.-O. t. J)urni$ 

(1830), 3 Y. ft J. 531. Id both cases the legatees were tenants by entireties. 

i h) Jjegacy Duty Act, 1796 (36 Geo. 3^ o. 52), s. 16. 

1) IlM., B. 17. 
m) See ildd,, s. 12. 

W) lUd., s. 18. 
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Bbot.s. Where any property ie given for any limi^ interest, and a 
▼alne general and absolute power (o) of appointment^ is also given to any 
(anwgMhle. person to whom the property would not belong in defoult of appoint* 
ment, the property, upon the execution of the power, is to be cnarged 
with the same duty and in the same manner as if the property 
had been immediately given to the person having and executing 
the power, after allowing any duty already paid in respect 
of it (p). 

AVhere any property is given with such general power of appoint- 
ment to persons who would be entitled to the property in default 
of appointment, the property is to be charg^ with duty as if it 
had been given to those persons absolutely in the first instance 
without such power of appointment (p). 

Money 336. Any personal estate, directed to be applied in the purchase 

directed to be of real estate, is to be charged with duty as personal estate, except 
tsssru '■'■ere it is BO given as to be enjoyed by diifferent persons in 
Kalesute. succession, in which case each person entitled to it in succession 
is to pay duty in the same manner as if the personal estate had not 
been directed to be applied in the purchase of real estate, unless it 
has been actually so applied before the duty accrues (q). 

If, however, before tbe personal estate, or some part of it, has 
been actually so applied, any person, including a tenant in tail in 
possession (»), although a minor (s), becomes entitled (f) to an estate 
of inheritance (a) in possession in the real estate to be purchased 
with it, or with so much of it as has not been applied in the 
purchase of real estate (//), the same duty is to be charged as if 
that ]>erson had become absolutely entitled to it as personal estate 
by virtue of any bequest of it as such (c). 


(o) A power of appointment exercisable only by will, and from Ibe benefit of 
which ceitain persons were excluded, is a general and absolute- power of 
appointment within the meaning of this section— f.e., as distinguishea from a 
power of appointment lor the benefit of persons specially nam^ or described 
(Platt ▼. JRouth (1841), 8 Beay. 257 ; affirmed, $ub nom. brake ▼. A.^G, (1843). 
10 Cl. & Fin. 257, 288, H. L.V ^ 

ip) Legacy Duty Act, 1796 (36 Goo. 3, c. 52), s. 18. 

(ff) /6i3„ s. 19. 

(r) Mac/arlane v. Lord Advocate A. 0. 291. 

(«) A.^G, V. Twyford (1849), 9 Hare, 730, n., 732, n., referred to in Trevor's 
Taxes on Succession, 4th ed., p. 113. The person claiming t6 tenant in tail 
was a minor (Burke's Peerage (1907), p. 572), but tbe fact is not alluded to in 
the r^rt. 

(0 This expression means ** will become entitled if real estate is purchased, or 
as and when purchased*’ (il/etc/arfane v. Lord AdvemeU^ eupra^ per liord 
IIeksgubll, L.O^, at p. 304). A person can become entitled upon his own death 
without issue (KenlU [Lord) r. llodgem, [1895] 2 Ch. 468, per Kxkewich, J., 
at p. 465). 

(a) The expression ** an estate of inheritance ” in the Legacy Duty Act, 
1796 (36 Qeo. 3, c. 52). a. 19, has the ordinary meaning of an estate which dose 
not terminate with the life of the possessor (Maefarlane y. Lwd Advocate, 
ettpra). 

(b) Mac/arJane y. Lord Advocate, mpra. Money expended in buildinga house 
U)Km land does not come within the words purchase of real estate*' (iUd,, j cr 
Lonl llsKSCiiRLt., L.C., at p. 306). 

(r) L^ary Duty Act, 1^96 (36 Qeo. 3, o. 52), s. 19; De lancey v. if. (1872) 
L. U. 7 Extiu HO, 142, Ex. Ch. ^ \ t 
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337. The legacy duty on any legacy or residue satisfied otherwise Saor. ft. 
than by payment of money or application of specific effects, or Value 
released for consideration, or compounded for less than its value, Chargeable, 
is to ^ charged according to the value of the property taken in Legg^etc. 
satisfaction (d), or as consideration for the release or composition (e). compounded 

If, however, any legacy is given in satisfaction of any other tur. 
legacy, or title to any residue, or part of residue, of any personal 
estate remaining unpaid, the duty is not to be paid on both 
subjects, but on the one yielding the largest duty (/). 

Sub-Sect. %.—Deductiom. 

338. The legacy duty payable in respect of the residue of the Deductions 
personal estate of a deceased person is to be calculated upon the allowed, 
value remaining after deducting his debts and funeral expenses 

and any legacies and other charges first payable thereout (/z). 

Sect. C. — Collection of the Duty. 

Sub-Sect. l.^The Duty. 

339. Legacy duty is a stamp duty, and the Commissioners (h) The duty is a 
are to provide proper stamps for denoting the rate per cent. (i). stamp duty. 

The Commissioners are required to appoint receivers of the duty, Commis- 
and to keep accounts of all payments, with proper references in sioncOT are to 
alphabetical order, according to the surname of the testator, or ?i|£iterso! 
intestate, in respect of whose personal estate the payments have duties and 
been made (k). accounu 

Sub-Sect. 2. — When the Duty payable, 

340. Legacy duty is, except where otherwise provided (0i to be 
paid upon retainer, delivery, payment, or other satisfaction or dis- 
charge whatsoever, of any legacy or residue, or any part thereof, whence 
respectively, to which any person is entitled (m). In other words, ^ 
the duty is payable when the legacy is paid, and not when the title 

to it accrues (^i). 


(d) According fo its then value (A.-O. v. Caveyiduh {Lord G,) (1810), Wight. 
82, per Macdonald, C.B., at p. 93). 

(€) Legacy Duty Act, 1796 (36 Goo. 3, c. 62), s. 23. This section contem- 
plates an extra-judicial compromise of the legacy, but it equally applies where 
the compromise has taken place with reference to a legacy which has been the 
subject of a decree, and where the decree eives only partial effect to the claim 
of the legatee (Lord Advocate y. FrecUttorre Judicial Factor (1894), 21 B. (Ct. of 
Sees.) 743, per Ixird Adam, at p. 747). 

(/) Legacy Duty Act, 1796 (36 Geo. 3, c. 62), e. 23, 

(g) Stomp Act, 1816 (55 Geo. 3, c. 184), s. 2, Sched., Tart IIL 

(h) 7.f., the Commissioners of Stomps, afterwards the Commissioners for 
Stamps and Taxes (Land Tax Act, 1834 (4 & 5 Will. 4, c. CO), s. 8 ; repealed by 
Inland Bevenue Begulation Act, 1890 (53 ft 54 Yict c. 21), s. 40), and now 
the Commissioners of Inland Bevenue (Inland Bevenue Board Act, 1849 
(12 ft 13 Yict. c. 1], & 1 ; repealed and replaced by Inland Bevenue Begulation 
Act, 1890 (63 ft 54 Yict. c. 21), ss. 1, 30, 40). 

(*) Legacy Duty Act, 1796 (36 Geo, 3, c. 52), s. 3 (repealed by Statute Law 
Bevision Ait, 1872 (.35 ft 36 Yict. c. 63) ). 

(k) Legacy Duty Act, 1796 (36 Geo. 3, c. 62), s. 4. 

(/) See pp. 250—262, pt ef. 

(m) T.egacy Duty Act, 1796 (36 Geo. 8, c. 62), a. 6. 

(n) Be liillae (1850), 2 hr. Jur. 36, per LmoT, B*, at p. 86. lha 
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Estate and Other Death Duties. 

In order that there may be a retainer, the executor must be 
discharged (o). 

There is a retainer where the executor pays a fund into court, 
whether under an order of the court with a view to the investment 
of the fond under the protection of the court, either for persons 
declared to be entitled in succession under the will (p), or for a life 
tenant and, subject to the life interest, for other persons who had 
contingent interests, and might eventually become entitled (q), or to 
the credit generally of an action for the administration of the estate (r). 

There is, however, no retainer for the benefit of the legatee who 
may become entitled after the death of a life tenant, where the 
executor keeps the fund in his own hands as trustee for the 
purposes of the will («). 

341. A legacy may be satisfied without payment, as, c.y., whero 
a testator bequeaths a sum of money charged upon real estate to 
the owner of the real estato (t). 

Where the duty in respect of any benefit given by any will is to 
be charged upon the sums of money or effects applied from time to 
time as separate and distinct legacies, the general rule as to the 
time of payment of the duty applies (a), and so also where interim 
distributions of an estate are made (&). 

The duty on a legacy given to purchase an annuity is to be paid 
at the same time as in the case of other pecuniary legacies (c). 


however, must be considered as appropriated for the Crown from the time when 
Ihe legacy is payable (Thomae v. Montgomery ^827), 3 Buss. 602, per Lord 
Ltkdhurst, L.C., at p. 6101. In a sense, it legedly vests in Government at the 
death v. Cavendish (Lord 0,) (1810), Wight. 82, per Macdonald, C.B., 

at p. 94). As to the remission of legacy duty and interest thereon, see p. 182, 
ante. 

(o) A.-G. V. Wood (1828), 2 Y. & J. 290, per Alexander, C.B., at p. 301. 

ip) Hill V. Atkinson (1816), 3 Price, 399. 

( 7 ) Coomhe v. Trist (1835), 1 My. & Cr. 69; see also A.-G, v. Wood (1828), 2 
y. & J, 290, per Alexander, C.B., at p. 301. 

(r) A.-G. v. Loscomhe (1860), 5 H. & N. 604. 

is) A.-O, v. Manners [Lady L.) (1816), 1 Price, 411 ; A.-G. v. Wood (1828), 
2 Y. & J. 290; A.-G. v. Hancock (1837), 2 M. & W. 663, 595. In all these 
coses it was uncertain who would ^come entitled on the life tenant*8 death. 
QucerCf however, whether the result is not the same where it is certain who will 
Iw 80 ^ entitled. SembUt where property is given to several persons in succes- 
sion, it is, to tho extent of thoir respective interests, paid and satisfied to them 
in turn, and not the loss so to the person absolutely entitled because one or 
more payments to owners of limited interests may already have taken place 
(A.-(L v. Hancock^ supra, per Lord Abinqer, O.B., at p. 696). The words 
“satisfied” and “discharged” mean when the legacy is “paid” and are 
synonymous to those (“retained” or “delivered”) whicn precede tnem (A.-G 
V. Wood, supra, per Alexander, C.B., at pp. 299 et aeg.). A legacy has not been 
delivered, retained, satisfied, or ^scharged, when the money is in the hands of 
the executor and trustee, and he is liable for it to the person beneficially entitled 
to the legacy (^mL, at p. 301). Compare, contra, 7/ill v. Atkinson (1816), 8 Price, 
399, per Lord Eldon, at p. 401 ; disapproved, A.-G. v. IFood, su^a, per Alex- 
ander, C.B., at p. 300; A.-G. v. TIood, supra, semhle, per IIuiLocx, B., at 
pp. 301, 302. 

(0 A.-G. v. Melcal/e (1861), 6 Exoh. 26; see also Be TayWs Estate (1853), 
8 Exch. 384, 

Legacy Duty Act, 1796 (36 Ooo. 3 . c. 62), s. 1 1 . 

See p. 262, post; Legacy Duty Act, 1796 (36 Geo, 3 . c. 62), t. 26. 

Ibid., t. 10 , 
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842 . The duty on a legacy given to be enjoyed by persons in 
snccession^ all chargeable at the same rate, is to be paid upon pay** 
ment etc. by the executor to any trustee, or other person, to 
whom the legacy is payable or paid in 4nrust for the persons entitled 
in succession, and if not so paid is to be paid upon receipt, by any 
persons so entitled, of any produce of the capital of the property, 
according to the amount of the capital of which the produce is so 
received (d). 

The duty on the capital of a legacy given to be enjoyed in 
succession by persons who are chargeable at different rates of duty 
is payable when the person who becomes absolutely entitled to the 
legacy receives it or begins to enjoy the benefit of it {e\ which may 
be at his own death (/). 

The duty in respect of any legacy given by way of annuity 
is to be paid by four equal payments, the first before or on com- 
pleting the payment of the first year*8 annuity, and the remaining 
three at yearly intervals before or on completing the payments of 
the three succeeding years’ annuity respectively (g). 

The duty in respect of an annuity payable out of another legacy 
is payable in the same manner as other annuities {h). So also is 
the duty in respect of temporary interests in a legacy given to be 
enjoyed by persons in succession, some of whom are chargeable with 
no duty, or who are chargeable at different rates (i)« 

The like rule holds in the case of temporary interests in any 
personal estate directed to bo applied in the purchase of real estate 
to be enjoyed by persons in succession, and not actually so 
applied (k). 

The duty in respect of a partial interest given or arising out of 
property enjoyed in succession is to be paid in the same manner 
as in like cases of partial interests charged on property not so 
enjoyed (/). 

Articles not yielding income, which are given to be enjoyed 
by different persons in succession, are, when they are actually sold 
or disposed of, or come to any person having power to sell or 
dispose of them, or having an absolute interest in them, chargeable 
with legacy duty as if they had been originally given absolutely 

In the case, however, of objects which appear to the Treasury to 


Act, 1796 (36 Goo. 3, c. 62), S3. 12, 13. 

(/) Kenlii [Lord) v. Uodgson, [1896] 2 Ch. 468, per Kekewicii, J., at 
p.466. 

{g) Ijegacy Duty Act, 1796 (36 Qoo. 3, c. 62), s. 8. 

(A) Ihid., B. 9. 

U) B. 12. 

{k) Ihid.t B. 19. Semhie, the Grown will, on an equitable extension of this 
section, restrict the claim to a diminished annuity dunng the second, third, and 
fourth years, giving effect to any investmentB made iu land in the course of 
those Tears (AdvoceUe^Oeneral v. Stair {Earl) (i860), Sootch Exchequer, 
refeited to in Trevor’s Taxes on Succession, 4th m., pp. 118, 119). 

(/) Duty Act, 1796 (86 Geo. 3, o. 62), sb. 12, 13. 

(m) rSid,, B. 14; compare Lord Advocate v. Hamilton Uhtke) (18911, 29 
Sc. Il E. 213 (chattels settled on a person for life, and to nim abMluteiy, if 
testator’s debts were paid off in his (the le^tee’s) lifetime ; he paid off, or assumed 
liability for, the debts, and was held liable for lega^ duty on the chattels). 
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be of national, scientific, historic, or artistic interest, the dutjr is 
only chargeable when the property is sold (n). 

Sub-Sect. 3. — By whom the Duty u payable. 

(1) The Accountable Pereone. 

343. Legacy duty ia, except where otherwise provided, to be 
accounted for and paid by the person (hereafter called the executor) 
having or taking the burden of the execution of the will or other 
testamentary instrument, or the administration of the personal 
estate of any person deceased (o). 

If the executor retains for his own benefit, or for the 
benefit of any other person, any legacy or residue, or any part 
thereof, respectively, which he is entitled to retain, either in his 
own right or in the right or for the benefit of any other person, 
and uj^on which any legacy duty is chargeable, not having first paid 
such duty, the duty is a debt from him to the Soverei^ ; and 
it is so if he delivers, pays, or otherwise howsoever satisfies or 
discharges any legacy etc. to which any other person is entitled, 
and upon which legacy duty is chargeable, without receiving or 
deducting the duty. And in the last-named case the duty is also a 
debt to the Sovereign from the person to whom delivery etc. of 
the legacy etc. is made (p), 

344. The executor may from time to time pay, deliver, or other- 
wise dispose of any legacy, or any part thereof, or distribute any 
part of the residue of any personal estate, on payment, from time 
to time, of the proportion of the duty accruing in respect of the 
part of the personal estate so administered (q). 

Where personal estate is appointed by will, in pursuance 
of a general power contained in a settlement, the executor of the 
will is the proper person to administer it(r), and is primarily liable 
for the payment of the legacy duty. 

Where an annuity of a certain amount is directed to be 
purchased, the payment of legacy duty upon the sum necessary to 
purchase the annuity, calculated in accordance with the provisionE 


(ti) Finance (1909 10) Act, 1910 (10 Edw. 7, c, 8), s. 03. The death must be 
after the 29th April, 1909 (ibtd.), 

(o) I^picy Duty Act, 1790(30 Geo. 3, c. 62), s. 0. The executor is only 
made liable for the benefit of Government, and not on his own account ; he is 
no more than surety for the legatee, and his case falls within the principles 
applied to the case of sureties Qialea v. Freeman (1819), 1 Brod. & Bing. 391, 
per Park, J., at p. 399), that is, his principal becomes liable to him for what- 
ever he has paid {ibid,, per PlcnARDSOK, J., at p. 400). 

(p) Legacy Duty Act. 1796(36 Geo. 3, o. 62), s. 6; ifs £fammon (1838), 3 
M. & W. 381, per Parxb, B., at p. 386. In Be Pigott (1833), 1 Cr. & M. 827, 
the court, in exercise of its discretion under the stat. (1802W2 Geo. 3, c. 99, 
a. 2 (repealed by the Grown Suits etc. Act, 1866 (28 & 29 Viet. c. 104), a 63), 
declined to order the surviving ex^ecutor of the sole executor of the sole 
executor of a testator to account for legacy duty, he having only interfwed in 
the estate of his own testator to sign necessary documents, and no assets of 
the or^nal testator ever having come to his hands. 

(g) Ccgaoy Duty Act, 1796 (36 Geo. 8, c. 62), s. 26. 

(n Be PhilbrkFe Bettlemeni (1866), 11 Jar. (N. sj 668 ; Jlayee v. Oailey (1872), 
L. ll 14 Eq. I ; lIoMu'e TruaU (1877), 6 Ch. 1>. 281, C. A. 
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for that: purpose, discharges the person paying or satisfying the 

legacy, as well as the legatee himself, from all other demands CoIIeotion 

in respect of the legacy duty payable thereon (<). of the Duty 

The legacy duty on any legacy given by way of annuity, 
and made payable out of another legacy, is to be paid by the person 
entitled to the legacy charged with the annuity (t). 

The legacy duty payable on any legacy given to be enjoyed L^aciat 
in succession by different persons liable to the same rate of duty is SJJons 
to be paid by the executor (a). moociiion. 

Where, however, the duty is chargeable at different rates the 
executor is chargeable with the duties in succession, unless the 
property bequeathed has been transferred to trustees, including any 
new or substituted trustees (b), in which case such trustees or their 
representatives are chargeable with the duties (a). 

So also where any partial interest is given or arises out of any 
such property, and the partial interest is satisfied or paid by the 
persons enjoying the property, those persons are chargeable with 
the duty on the partial interest (a). 

The persons so chargeable with the duty are debtors to the Crown 
Sovereign in like manner as the executor (o). debtors 

The legacy duty on articles not yielding income, and given Settled 
to be enjoyed by different persons in succession, is to be paid by ® 
and is to become the debt of any person for whose benefit the things fn^mef 
are sold, or who has power to sell or dispose of them, or who has 
an absolute interest in them, but is not to be a charge upon any 
person by reason of his having assented as executor to the 
bequest (c). 

Where the articles are given as heirlooms to be enjoyed with 
settled real estate, and tenant for life and remainderman in tail 
join to disentail and re-settle the real estate and assign the articles 
to trustees, to the intent that they may continue to be enjoyed as 
heirlooms therewith, the persons who at the moment when the 
interest actually vests in possession have the right to call foi the 
property are the persons who have an absolute interest in it and are 
liable for the duty (d). 

Where any legacy (not chargeable by way of annuity) is i^cg/tcj 
given subject to a contingency which may defeat the gift, and the labject to 
contingency afterwards happens, and the legacy goes to a person 
liable to a higher rate of duty than the duty already paid, such 
person is to pay the difference (^). 

346. Where a pecuniary (/) or specific (g) legacy is satisfied Legacy 
without the legacy duty having been deducted or received, the P^withtwi 


'$) Legacy Duty Act, 1796 (36 Geo. 3, c. 62), b. 10. 

>) Ibid., 8. 9. 

(rt) Ihid,, 8. 13. 

(6) Be Jcnes^B Trust (1852), 21 L. J. (cn.) 666. 

(e) Legacy Duty Act, 1796 (36 Geo. 3, c. 62), 8. 14. Aj to objects of national, 
Bcientific, historic, or artistic ioterest, see p. 261, ante, 

(cQ A.>(7. T. Brtirs, [1901] 2 K. B. 391, 399, following Lord Cbaswoeth, 
in v. Maneion (1867), 3 Jar. (h. s.) 473. 

(e) L^acy Duty A^ 1796 Geo. 8, c. 62), s. 17. 

|/) ^mUt V. Ley (1836), 2 Bing. (v. 0.) 269. 


BaU V. Payne (1849), 13 Q. B. 900. 
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executor mav recover from the legatee, or a purchaser from the 
legatee (h), the amount he is subsequently called upon to pay for 
duty on account of the legacy. This right of recoupment is not 
affected by the fact that payment to the legatee was made by order 
of the court (/), or that a deed of release and indemnity to the 
executor, to which he was a party, recited, without fraud or 
deception on his part, that he had retained the amount of the 
duty (k), or that in the case of a legacy given by way of annuity 
the legacy duty was not deducted, as it should have been, from the 
first four yearly payments of the annuity (/), and this notwith- 
standing that the legatee has parted with the annuity. The 
purchaser of a legacy is, however, not liable for the duty in respect 
of a separate legacy bequeathed by the same will to the same 
legatee (m). 

Where the duty has been paid by the legatee to the agent of 
the executor, and the agent has misappropriated it, the executor 
cannot recover the amount from the legatee (n). 

346. Where an action is instituted in any court (o) concerning 
the administration of the personal estate of any person dying 
testate or intestate, or any part of such estate, in which any 
direction is given touching payment of any legacy, or residue, or 
any part thereof, the court, in giving directions concerning the 
same, is to provide for the due payment of legacy duty ; and in 
taking any account of the personal estate, or otherwise acting con- 
cerning it, the court is to take care that no allowance is made for any 
legacy etc. without due proof of the legacy duty having been paid (p). 

The court is charged with the duty of seeing that all duties on 
every transmission from the testator to the person obtaining pay- 
ment through the action before the court are paid ; but is not 
bound to follow the legacy till its present beneficial owner is 
found and see that all duties due by him are paid (q). 

The court, moreover, is not bound to provide for future duties (r). 


(h) JenningB v. Bond (1845), 8 L Eq. E. 755, per Stjgden (afterwards Lord 
St. IaEONAKBs), L.O., at p. 760; NUhotVa Trmteee v. Learmontn (1845), 8 Dunl. 
(Ct. of Soss.) 69. Secu%t emhU^ where the executor himself sells iFarwtU y. 
BoaXt (1849), 3 De G. d: Sm. 359). 

(0 FoBier v. Ley (1835), 2 Bing. (n. o.) 269. 

{k) Bro^e y. tfaymoB (1868), L. B. 6 Eq. 25. The Bum retained by the 
executor in this case proved to be only a part of the legacy duty payable. 

(/) ffalee y. Freeman (1819), 1 Brod. & Bing. 391 (annuity assigned with a 
covenant that it was free from incumbrance ; action against legatee). 

(m) Bignold y. Giie$ (1858), 28 L. J. (cu.) 238 ; i4.-(7. y. Oilee (I860}, 5 
H. ft N. 255. 

(n) Horn y. Coleman (1856), 2 Jur. (w. s.) 1127. 

(o) Inoludi^ the county courts (County Courts Act, 1888 (51 ft 52 Viet. 
0. 43), 8. 56 : (bounty CourtB Aot, 1903 (3 Edw. 7, c. 42), s. 3. 6 m title Coxtntt 
Courts, Vol. VIII., pp. 428 ei eeq, 

( p) Legacy Duty Act, 1796 (36 Geo. 3, o. 52), b. 25. See Supreme Court 
Funos Buies, 1905, nr. 20, 52 (b), 60 (duties generally) ; Trustee Act, 1893 
(56 ft 57 Viot. 0. 53), ss. 42, 50 ; County Court Buies, 1903, Ord. 2, r. 14 
(legacy duty, succession duty, and estate duty). 

(9) Bwiny'e TruBteei y. Malhmon (1906), 44 Bo. L. B. 12, 13. 

(ri Re Bowf$, Strathmore y. Finriie, [1907] W. N. 198 (settled fund paid out to 
trustees to be held upon trustsl. 'Where life interest xeleased, ana fund paid 
eut to beneficiary, compare note (n), p. 225, ante. 
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Although the court has to provide for the payment of the 6 iot.€. 
duty, the executor, being a party to the action, must see that the CoUeolloa 
duty is paid (s), and, notwithstanding that the action is still pending, of the Dutir* 
must account for the duty in respect of any legacies which he has 
satisfied (t). 

347. The executor is required, previously to retaining for his TranraiMoa 
own use any legacy, or residue, or any part thereof, to which he is ^ 
entitled, and which is chargeable with legacy duty upon retainer, to tionenWoit 
transmit to the Commissioners a note containing the particulars of retainer of 
the personal property intended to be retained, and the amount or 
value thereof, and of the duty payable ; and the Commissioners are 
to assess the duty accordingly. Upon payment of the duty the 
Commissioners are to give a receipt for it duly stamped (a). 

No accountable person is to satisfy or compound for any stamped 
legacy, or any residue, or any part thereof respectively, in respect 
of which the duty is payable, without taking a receipt (h) or dis- 
charge in writing for the same. The receipt etc. is to he dated, 
and is to disclose the name of the deceased person under whose will 
etc. the title to the legacy etc. accrues, the name of the person to 
whom the receipt etc. is given, and the name of the legatee or 
successor, and also the amount or value of the legacy etc. for which 
the discharge is given, and the amount and rate of duty payable 
and allowed thereon (c). 

No such receipt etc. is to be received in evidence, or is to be 
available in any manner, unless duly stamped ; and no evidence 
as to any payment etc. of any legacy etc. is to be given without 
production of the receipt etc. duly stamped, unless the actual pay- 
ment of the legacy duty, as, e.^., by a certificate on behalf of the 
Commissioners that the duty has been paid (d), is first given in 
evidence (e). 

Stamped receipts are not required for payments of annuities, or 
for legacies chargeable with duty as annuities, except the several 
payments which complete the payments for each of the first four 
years during which such annuity is payable, or in respect of which 
such legacy or bequest is chargeable with duty as an annuity (e). 

(«) Bowra y. Ehodea (1862), 10 W. B. 747. Solicitors should also assist the 
court in seeing that payment of the duty is provided for {Bryan v. ManBion 
(1857), 3 Jur. (w. 8.) 473, psr Lord Obakwobth, L.O., at p. 474). 

(t) Rt Sammon (1838), 3 M. ft W. 381. 

(a) Legacy Duty Act, 1796 (36 Qeo. 3, c. 52), s. 35 ; see note (/), p. 256, 

(5) The Oommissioners may provide printed forms (Legacy Duty Act, 1796 
(36 Geo. 3, o. 62), s. 6). 

it) Legacy Duty Act, 1796 (36 Geo. 3, c. 52), s. 27. 

(d) Howt V. LichMd {Ear!) (1867), 2 Oh. Aj^. 155. A C(^y of the 

entry in the books of the Oomnussioners of the payment of the duty is to be 
admitted as evidence thereof (Legacy Duty Act, 1796 (36 Geo. 3, c. 62), s. 27 ; 

Harriion v. BorweU (1839), 10 Sim. 380). Where, on application for payment 
out of court of a legacy on which duty had been paid, a certi6cate had been 
refused, because the general residujuy account had not been filed, notice was 
ordmred to be given to the Commissioners that the fund would be paid out 
within seten &yn unless cause to the contrary was shown by teem (As 
Marram (1863), 9 L. T. 533). 

(•) Legai^ Duty Act, 1796 (36 Qeo. 3, e. 52), s. 27. 
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Estate aio) Othib Death Ditties. 

Every receipt etc. for a legacy etc. must be transmitted to the 
office appointed by the Commissioners to be stamped, and the duty 
must be paid within twenty-one days of the date thereof; and the 
proper officer is to write a dated receipt for the duty upon the 
receipt etc. and enter the amount in a book, and the receipt etc. is 
to be stamped with a stamp denoting the rate of dnty(/). 

Every receipt etc. for any legacy etc. so duly stamped is to be 
free from all other stamp duties upon receipts or discharges for 
money (jr). 

(2) Limitation of Personal Liability, 

348. Under a testamentary document admitted to probatOi or 
under letters of administration, no person is liable for payment of 
any legacy duty after the expiration of six years from the date of 
settlement of the account in respect of which the duty is payable, 
provided that such account was in all respects a full and true 
account, and contained all material facts for the ascertainment of 
the rate and amount of duty ; and no trustee, executor, or admini- 
strator is, after the expiration of such six years, liable for the duty, 
if it is proved to the satisfaction of the Commissioners that the 
account rendered was correct to the best of his knowledge, informa- 
tion, and belief (h). 

When an executor, administrator, or trustee, has given notice, 
in writing to the Commissioners for any claim to legacy duty 
or succession duty in respect of any fund in his hands which 
lie intends to distribute, and has delivered to the Commissioners 
all particulars which they may require in order to ascertain the 
existence and extent of any such claim, he is at liberty to distribute 
the fund amongst the parties entitled thereto, after satisfaction of 
any claims to duty made by the Commissioners, and is entitled to 
receive from them a certificate discharging him from his liability 
to any duty in respect of the fund (i). 

The certificate does not, however, in any way affect the liability 
of any person other than the person in whose favour it is expressed 
to bo given (t). 

Sub-Sect. 4 . — Out of what Property the Duty is payable, 

349. Legacy duty is chargeable upon (Jk), and, apart from express 
direction ({), is to be deducted from(7H), or retained out of (n), or 
paid out of (o), or raised and paid out of (p), the legacy or residue 

(/) Legacy Duty Act, 1796 (36 Geo. 3, o. 32), s. 29. The machinery provided 
by this section is now for the most part obsolete. The receipt should be sent 
by post, addiessed to the Secretary of the Estate Duty Office, when it will be 
examined, and if satisfactory a formal assessment of the duty and any interest 
payable will be made, and, upon payment of the amount assess, the form, duly 
stamped and receipted, will oe returned to the sender. 

(y) I^egaoy Duty Act, 1796 (36 Geo. 3, o. 52), s. 41. 

Ui) Customs and Inland Revenue Act, 1889 (52 A 53 Yiot* c. 7), s. 14. 

It) Customs and Inland Revenue Act, 1880 (43 Viet. c. 14), s. 12. 

[k) Legacy Duty Act, 1796 (36 Geo. 3, o. 52). ss. 6, 8, 11, 12, 14, 17—19, 21. 

{l) Ibid,^ s. 21. 

in) /5td., ss. 6, 10, 13, 24. 

n) Ibid,^ ss. 9, 13 ; liCgacy Duty Act, 1805 (45 Geo, 3, c. 28), s. 5. 

(o) Ugacy Duty Act 1796 (36 Geo. 3, o. 52), ss. 11, 12, 17. 

(j») Ibid,, s. 19 . 
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in respect of which it is payable, or, in the case of specific effeets^ 
is to received (9) from the legatee in exchange for them. 

Where a legacy is compounded for, the legacy duty, apart from 
express stipulation to the contrary, comes out of the amount of the 
composition (r), although it is otherwise where the amount is the 
agreed price for a release of all claims (a). 

350 . The duty is a Government charge (0 on the legacy etc. 
itself (a), and not on the estate generally (b). It is, however, not 
an incumbrance (b), properly so called (c), although it is a burden (d) 
upon the legacy, apart from express stipulation to the contrary (a), 
and follows it, in the absence of express contract (/), in the bands 
of everyone who acquires a right to it (g), whether it was acquired in 
possession (h) or reversion (i). 

The legacy duty payable in respect of a bequest etc. to one 
person cannot be deducted from the assets comprised in a bequest 
etc. to another person (/c). Nor can the unpaid duty in respect of a 
life interest be paid out of the capital to which another legatee 
is entitled (/). Even where separate legacies under a will are 
1)0 jueatlied to the same legatee, there is no lien upon one legacy 
for the duty on the other legacy (m ) ; and the same rule holds with 
regard to separate parts of one and the same legacy (n). 


(7) Legacy Duty Act, 1796 (36 Oeo. 3, 0 . SS), S8. 6, 24. 

(V) Fischer v. Seafield (Earl) (1825), 4 Sh. (Ct. of Sess.) 192, per the Lord 
Ordinary (Meadowbakk^, at p. 194. In the actual case, the legatee agreed to 
give a full and ample discharge, and such discharge, to be available in law, 
must be duly stamped and at the expense of the legatee (ibid., per the liord 
President (Hope), at p. 196). 

(«) GreviUe v. QrevilU (No. 2) (1859), 27 Bear. 596. 

(() Bliss y. Putnam (1843), 7 13eav. 40, per Lord Laxgdale, M.B., at p. 41. 
(o) Warbrick v. Vdriey (No. 1) (1861), 30 Beay. 241, per BoiflLLV, M.R., at 
p. 242. 

(b) Noel y. Henley (Lord) (1819), 7 Price, 241, per Biouards, O.B., at p. 253. 
(f) Re Repinyton, iVodelwuse y. Scobellf [1904] 1 Oh. 811, per Farwsll, J., at 
p. 814. 



Oniinar 
Dunl. , 

an obhgation on a' person as owner of the legacy (compare Green's Encyclo- 
pedia of Soots Law, Vol. II., p. 239). 

(f) Fischer y. Seafield (.Earl), supra, 

(/) Re Repinyton, Wodehouse y. Scobell, supra, 

(V) Bryan yf. Mansion (1857), 3 Jur. (n. S.) 473; Bliss y. Putnam, supra \ 
NisbeiPs Trustees y. Learmonth, supra; A,-0, y. Bruce, [1901] 2 K. B. 391 ; Re 
Repinyton, Wodehouse y. Scobell, supra, A coyenant for further assurance does 
not bind the assignor to indemnify the assigned legacy against legacy duty 
(Re Remnyton, Wodehouse y. ScobeU, supr^, 

(h) Bliss y. Putnam, supra ; NisbetVs Trustees y. Learmonth, supra, 

(t) Bryan y. Mansion, supra; A,^G, v. Bruce, supra; Re Repinyton, Wodehouse 
y. Scobell, supra, 

(k) Wriyht y« BamewaR (1849), 13 Jar. 1011 ; see also Hicks y. Keai (1840), 
3 B^y. 141. 


▼. Bho^ 


(m) Bignotd v. Giles aS58), 28 L. J. (OH.) 238 ; A.-G. v. Giles (1860), 6 
11. A N. 255. See also Be Currie, BJorkman y. Kimberley (Lord) (1888), 57 L. J« 
(cu.) 743, cited note (c), p. 317, piui, 

(n) Re Repinyton, WoaehouH y. Scobell, eupra. 
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SMT. t. Where a legacy is given free of duty, the duty, a^rt from express 
CollBCtlon direction, is payable out of the same property as the legacy (o). 

of the Duty, ggj Whenever any action is pending in any court for the 
Pro»i*ionof administration of any property chargeable with legacy duty, the 
duty hj court 13 to provide, out of any property in its possession and 
control, for the payment of duty to the Commissioners (p). 

Sub-Sect. 5. — Eemisnon of Duty and Interest. 

Power to 852. The Commissioners and the Treasury, respectively, have, 
remit duty OS already stated ( 2 ), certain powers to remit legacy duty and 
aod inurcat. interest thereon. 


Power to 
commute. 


?ower to 
compound. 


Sub-Sect. 6 . — Commutation of Duty and Conipositicn of Claims. 

353. The Commissioners may, upon application of the account- 
able persons, commute, for a certain sum to be presently paid, the 
legacy duty presumptively payable in respect of any interest in 
expectancy upon the determination of a life or other temporary 
interest in possession in a legacy, or residue, provided that any 
duty payable upon the life etc. interest has been satisfied (r). For 
assessing the amount of duty payable, the Commissioners are to set 
a present value upon the presumptive duty, regard being bad to 
any contingencies affecting the liability to the duty, and interest 
being reckoned at the rate of 8 per cent, (s), and upon receipt of 
the certain sum the Commissioners are to give a discharge for the 
duty accordingly (r). 

The Commissioners, upon application of the person acting 
in the execution of the will of any deceased person, and upon 
delivery to them of an account showing the amount of the estate 
and effects in respect of which legacy duty is payable, and the 
names or description of class of the persons entitled in possession 
or expectancy, and their degrees of consanguinity to the testator, 
may assess the duty upon the amount shown by the account at 
eueh a sum by way of composition as, having regard to the circum- 
stances, appears to be proper, and may accept payment of the duty 
60 assessed in full discharge of all claims for legacy duty under the 
\vill(0. If the Commissioners are of opinion that the application 
ehould receive the assent of any person, they are to refuse to enter- 
tain the application until the assent has been given (f). This 
power is distinct from the Commissioners’ power, already stated (a), 
to compound for death duties generally (&). 


(o) Noel ▼. Umley (Lord) (1819), 7 Pn'oe, 241, 253 ; oeo also lie Fermoy (Lord) 
(1890), fully stated, MacCarthy^s Leuding Cases in Land Purchase Law, at p. 55. 
f 7>) Suooession Duty Act, 1853 (16 A 17 Yiot. c, 61), s. 53. 

(7) See p. 182, anU. 

(rS Customs and Inland BeTonue Act, 1880 (43 Yict. 0. 14), s. 11. 

(s) /.e., the rate of discount for the time being idlowed by the Commissionen 
in respect of sucoession duty paid in advance (ibtd.), 

(0 Customs and Inland l^venue Act, 1881 (44 A 45 Yict 0. 12), s. 43. 

(0) See p. 181, ante. 

(b) There is a power in the L^acy Duty Act, 1796 (36 Geo. 3, 0. 52), s. 33, to 
eompound lor legacy duty, in certain circumstances, under the anthoiity of 
the court This provision is, however, in piaotiee obaolste. 
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Bbot. 7 . — Intereitf PenaltUs^ aiid Proceeditigi. 

Sub-Sect. h^IfUereit. 

854. The provision with regard to the payment of interest on 
estate duty, already stated (c)^ applies also to legacy duty (d). 

Sub-Sect. 2. — PenaUk$n 

355. If the executor retains to his own use any legacy etc. to 
which he is entitled, but neglects to pay the legacy duty (if any) 
within fourteen days after it ought to be paid, he is liable to forfeit 
and pay treble the value of the duty chargeable (c). 

Any person accountable for the paj^ment of legacy duty who 
pays, delivers, or otherwise disposes of, or in any manner satisfies 
or discharges, or compounds for any legacy given by a will or 
testamentary instrument, or the residue, or any part of the 
residue, of the personal estate of a deceased person, to or for the 
benefit of any person entitled to it, without taking a written receipt 
or discharge, and causing the same to be stamped within the time 
allowed, and any person receiving or taking the beneGt of the 
legacy etc. without giving a written receipt or discharge for it 
expressing that the duty payable in respect of it has been allowed 
or paid to the person to whom the receipt or discharge is given, 
and dated on the day of signing, is subject to a penalty of 10 per 
cent, on the amount or value of such legacy etc. (/). 

A receipt or discharge not presented for payment of the duty and 
stamping within twenty-one days after its date may be stamped 
thereafter on payment of the duty and a penalty of 10 per cent, on 
the duty (<jf). 

If, however, the receipt or discharge was signed out of Great 
Britain, and is brought to be stamped within twenty-one days after 
its being received in Great Britain, the Commissioners may remit 
any penalty that may have been incurred thereon (//). 

Persons paying too little legacy duty for any legacy etc., upon 
satisfying the Commissioners upon oath or affirmation that the 
payment was made by mistake and without any intention to 
defraud, may (if no action be instituted concerning the same) have 
the mistake rectified, on application to the Commissioners within 
three calendar months from the time that the mistake w'as made, 
and on payment of the difference of duty, together with 10 per 
cent, on the difference by way of penalty (i). 

Persons paying or satisfying any legacy or residue, or any part 

U) See p. 225, ante. 

\d) Finance Act^ 1896 (59 & 60 Yict. c. 2S), s. 18 (2). If an executor, 
tbmugh negligence, pays high a rate of duty, he must pay intwest to the 
legatee, upon the amount of duty overpaid, for the i>eTiod between the payment 
of the duty and the repairment of the amount overpaid (Shaw v. Turbett (l862), 
14LCh.k476,0. A.). 

0) Legacy Duty Act, 1796 (36 Geo. 3, c. 52), t. 35. 

(f) Ibid., 8. 28. 

(g) Ibid., 8. 29 ; Probate and Legacy Dutica Act, 1808 (48 Qeo. 3, c. 149), 

8. 44. 

(/<) Probate and Legacy Duties Act, 1808 (48 Qeo. 3, c« 149), 8. 44. 

(0 Legacy Duty Act, 1796 (36 Geo. 3; e. 52), a. 30. 
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SioT. 7. of residue, or receiving ibe same, contrary to the provisions of the 
Istarest. Legacy Duty Act, 1796 (ft), who, within twelve calendar months 
PenalUeSt after the offence has been committed, discover the other persons 
and Pro- offending, so that the persons so discovered are thereupon convicted, 
eeedings. ^^^e indemnified and discharged from all penalties incurred for any 
offence under the Act (f). 

Altering A penalty of A*500 is incurred by any person who makes any 

alteration in any assessment or receipt for the duty after it has been 
signed by the officer appointed to do so, or who publishes as true 
such altered assessment etc. with intent to defraud the Sovereign 
or any other person (m). 

Wnifcr of The acceptance or recovery by the Commissioners of arrears of 
penaiues hj duty, with interest thereon, is an absolute waiver of the penalties (if 
SutjTwUh which may have been incurred under the Legacy Duty Acts (w). 

intmt. Persons convicted of wilfully and corruptly swearing, affirming, 

Penoni or alleging falsely, upon any oath or affirmation, with intent to 
•wearing defraud the Sovereign of any legacy duty, or with intent to charge 
cf perjiux?*^ any person with any greater or other duty than he should be charged 
^ ' with, are liable to the same pains and penalties as if they were 

convicted of perjury (o). 

Sub-Sect. 3. — Procecdingi, 

Legatees 366 . If any accountable person offers to pay any pecuniary 

refusing to legacy etc., deducting the duty payable thereon, or offers to deliver, 
i^scies after OP otherwise dispose of, any specific legacy or specific property, part 
doUuoUon of any residue, to or for the benefit of the person entitled thereto, 
of auty. Of to any trustee for such person, upon payment of the duty upon 
it, and the person entitled to it, or the trustee for such person, 
refuses to accept the offer and to give a proper release and discharge 
for the legacy etc. offered to be so paid etc., then, although no actual 
tender be made, if any action is afterwards instituted for such legacy 
etc., the court may order all costs, charges, and expenses attending 
the same to be paid by the person so refusing to accei)t the offer, or 
to join in the release etc., or to order such costs etc. to be deducted 
out of the legacy etc., together with the duty upon it, as the court 
sees fit (p). In actions instituted for the payment of any legacy, 
where the party sued may wish to stop proceedings on payment etc. 
of the bequest, after deoucting or receiving the duty, the court, on 
application in a summary way, may make such order for payment 
etc. of such legacy etc., and for payment of duty and costs etc., as 
seems ju8t(p). 

(k) Legacy Duty Act, 1796 (36 Geo. 3, c. 32). 
h) I3i2., s . 31. 

(m) ■. 39. 

(ft) Inland Revenue Act, 1668 (31 & 32 Viet. c. 124), e. 9. As to the mitiga. 
lion, recovery, and appropriation of penalties, see the Legacy Duty Act, 1796 
(36 Geo. 3, o. 32), es. 43, 44 ; Inland Revenue Regulation Act, 1890 (33 A 34 
Viet. c. 21), 88. 22 (2), 33 (1), 33 (1), (2). As to the reward, in certain circum- 
•tances, of informers out of TOnalties recovered, see the Leg^y Duty Act, 1796 
(36 Geo. 3, o. 32), 8. 44 ; ana as to the general power to reward informers, see 
the Inland Revenue Regulation Act, 18^ (33 A 34 Viot o. 21), s. 32. 

(o) Legacy Duty Act, 1796 (36 Geo. 3, c. 32), s. 38 ; see title CanCiNAL Law 
AND PaOGSDURS, VoL IX., p. 490. 

(j>) Legacy Duty Acti 1796 (86 Qeo. Si o. 3l)i s. 24. 
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867. In cases of specific legacies, and where the residue of any 
personal estate consists of property not reduced into money during 
the administration of the estate ( 9 ), the executor or other account- 
able person may set a value thereon and offer to pay the duty 
according to such value, or may require the Commissioners to 
appoint a person to set such value, at the expense of the person by 
whom the duty ought to be paid ; and the Commissioners may 
accept the duty offered to be paid upon the value set by the account- 
able person, without such appraisement, if they think fit(r). If, 
however, the Commissioners are not satisfied with the estimate of 
value upon which the duty is offered, they may appoint a person to 
appraise the effects and to set a value thereon, and they are to assess 
the duty upon that value, and are to require the same to be paid (r). 

If any dispute arises between the legatee etc. and the accountable 
person with respect to the value of the legacy etc. or the duty to 
be paid upon it, the duty is to be assessed by the Commissioners 
on reference to them by either party for that purpose, and if the 
value of the property is in dispute the Commissioners are to cause 
an appraisement to be made at the expense of the person by whom 
the duty ought to be paid and to assess the duty accordingly (a). 

358. If any person accountable for or chargeable with legacy 
duty required by the Commissioners to deliver an account, makes 
default in doing so, the Commissioners may sue out of the King's 
Bench Division a writ of summons (0. 

It is so also where the Commissioners make an assessment 
of legacy duty, and the duty is not paid, and there is no notice 
of disputing the liability to assessment (a). 

Sect. 8. — Repayment of Overpaid Duty. 

359 . If at any time after payment of legacy duty any debt is 
recovered against the estate, or any loss happens, by reason of which, 
or for any other just cause, any legatee etc. is obliged to refund any 
legacy etc. received or retained by him, or any part thereof, the 
Commissioners, upon due proof on oath, to their satisfaction, of the 
amount refunded, and that by reason thereof there has been an 
overpayment of duty, are to adjust the amount of the overpaid duty^ 
and to repay the same or to allow the same in future payments (I/). 


(0) A,-0. v. Dardier (1883), 11 Q. B. D. 16, per Pollock, B., at p. 19; see 
also A,-0. V. Smith, [1893] 1 a B. 239, C. A. 

(r) Len^y Duty Act, 1796 (36 Geo. 3, c. 62), s. 22. In the event of dispute 
between Sie accountable person and the Oommifisioners, there is a power to the 
accountable mrson to appeal to the Commissioners of Land Tax (ibid.)* This 
provision is, nowever, obmlete. 

(«) Ibid, There is a similar nower of appeal to the Commissioners of Land 
Tax (iHd,), which provision is, however, aim obsolete. 

(1) Crown Suits etc. Act, 1866 (28 A 29 Viet c. 104), b, 55; see title Caowv 
Fnscncx, Vol. X., p. 19. 

(a) Ibid,, B . 56; Bee title Crowk Fraotige, Yol. X., p. 19. 

Legacy Duty Act, 1796 (36 Geo. 3, c. 62), s. 34. As to proceedings by 
petition of right under the Petitions of Bight Act, 1860 (23 A 24 Viet a 84), u 
the Commissioners dedine to xepej, see ^tle Caowy PiuoncK, YoL X.. 
pp. 26--36. 

ua^—xui 
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Sbot. 8. U (he authority under or by colour of which any person has 
Bepayment administered any part of the estate or effects of any deceased 
of Overpaid person is void, or is repealed (c), or is declared void, and before the 
Duty. avoidance etc. such person has paid any legacy duty which is not 

RepaTment allowed to him out of the estate by reason that such duty was not 

of doty if really due or payable, the Commissioners, upon proof satisfactory to 

grant made (hem, are to repay to him or his representatives the amount of the 

dojnol duty SO paid (d). 

payable. In case, however, such duty ought to have been paid by the 

rightful executor or administrator of such deceased person, the 
payment in respect of the said duty is to be valid and elfectual, and 
is to be allowed in account with them as payments made in the due 
course of administration (e), 

Kepnyracnt Where an annuity is determinable upon any other contingency 
an annuity death, and the contingency happens, and the value of the 

determined annuity, upon the application of the person who paid the duty, is 
any calculated according to the term for which it endured, the amount 
of any abatement of duty is to be paid to the person entitled (/). 


Part V. — Succession Duty: 

Sect. 1. — The Imposition of the Duty. 

The extent 360. Succession duty (g) is leviable, except where, upon the 
of the charge acquisition of the same property, legacy duty is charge- 


ffcncy than 
death. 


(c) In the case of a revoked probate, it is immaterial whether the decree of 
the court was obtained by consent or not ; soe p. 244, ante* 
rd) Legacy Duty Act, 1796 (36 Goo. 3, c. 62), s. 37. 

(e) I hid* The person who made the payment is not to he molested etc. in 
rospoot of such payment (ibid.), 

(/) Legacy Duty Act, 1796 (36 Geo. 3, c. 62), s. 8. 

(ff) Succession Duty Act, 1853 (16 & 17 Viet. c. 61), ss. 1—18,20—46, 49 — 65; 
Crown Suits etc. Act, 1866 (28 & 29 Viet. c. 104), Port V. ; Customs and Inland 
PovenuoAct, 1880 (43 Viet. c. 14), ss. 11, 12; Customs and Inland Bevenue Act, 
1881 (44 & 46 Viet. o. 12), ss. 36, 41 ; Customs and Inland Bevenue Act, 1888 
(61 & 62 Viet. 0 . 8), 68. 21, 22 (Part IV.); Customs and Inland Bevenue Act, 1889 
(62 & 63 Viet. 0. 7), 88. 10, 12 — 16; Finance Act, 1894 (57 & 68 Viet. c. 30), 
ss, 6, 13, 15, 16, 18, 22 (1) (g), 22 (2) (a), 24, Sched. I. ; Finance Act, 1896 
(69 & 60 Viet. 0 . 28), s. 18 ; Finance Act, 1900 (63 & 64 Viet. c. 7), s. 14 ; 
Finance Act, 1907 (7 Edw, 7, a 13), s. 13 ; Finance (1909-10) Act, 1910 (10 
£dw. 7, c. 8), 88. 66 (1), 68, 61 (6), 63, 64. The Succession Duty Act, 1853 
(16 & 17 Viet. c. 61), 8;|^ak8 in common parlance, and does not use terms of art 
(a! *-0* V. Middleton (Laird) (1868), 3 H. & N. 126, per Bbamwell, B., at p. 140) ; 
and is to be construed according to the popular use of the language employed 
(Brayhrooke (Lord) t. A.-G. (1861), 9 H.1j. Cas. 160, per Lord Campbell, LO., 
at p. 165, stating Gie result of siUtoun (Lord) v. Advocate^Qmered (1860), 3 
Maoq. 669, H* L. ). The Act was so framed as to embrace estates both in Got- 
land and in England, and, therefore, notwithstanding the great differences 
between the tenure of prop<^y in the two countries, a construction must be 
found which would sustain the Act as applring either to an English or a 
Scottish estate, and the same words must r^ulate the oons^ction of the Act 


in both cases (Zetland (Karl) y. Lord Advocate (1878), 3 App. Gas. 505, par Lord 
Hathbblbt, at p. 611, on me authority of Saltoun (Lori) y. Advaoale-Qaneral^ 
ttwroj at pp. 671, 678, 684, 686). DemsionB on the Act (at least of the H. L.) 
aSeotmg Scottish entailed estate are, therefore, an authority with regard to 
Ei^liah entailed estate. 

The following farther statutes deal with succession duty In Scotland and 
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able (ft), and save as expressly provided (t), according to the valaOt swjt. i. 
ascertained in the prescribed manner (i), in respect of every The 
succession *' (2) upon death (m), whether conferred by disposition Imposltioii 
or through devolution by law (n). of the Duty. 

The death must be after the 18th May, 1858 (o)« 


Sect. 2. — The Succession, 

Sub-Sect. 1. — Property, 

361. A ‘‘succession” is any property which, in its own nature (p)» 
is chargeable with duty under the Succession Duty Act, 1853 (g). 

” Property ” means real and personal property (r). 

“Heal property” includes all freehold, copyhold, customary, 
leasehold and other hereditaments, corporeal or incorporeal, in the 
United Kingdom, and all estates therein («). 

“ Personal property ” does not include leaseholds (f), but it includes 
money payable under any engagement (a), and all other property 
which is not ” real property ” (b). 

An annuity (c) or a capital sum (d) secured, e.y., by 
covenant (e) or bond(y), is money payable under an engage- 

Irelaud Succession Duty Act, 1853 (16 & 17 Vici c. 51), s. 47 ; Probate Duty 
Act. 1861 (24 & 25 Viet c. 92), s. 1. 

i A) Succession Duty Act, 1863 (16 & 17 Viet. o. 61), s. 18. 
f) See pp. 276—282, post, 
k) See pp. 286 — 292, post, 

1) The word ** succession ** was adopted for tbe purpose of denoting any pro- 
TOrty passing upon death from one person to another by virtue of any gift or 
descent, or of any contract not being a bond fide contract of purchase (Floyer v# 
Bankrs (1863), 3 *De G. J. & Sm. 306, per Lord Westbuby, I 4.O., at p. 311). 

(m) Succession Duty Act, 1853 (16 & 17 Viet. c. 61), ss. 2, 10. 

(n) It is clear that the terms “disposition” and “devolution” must have 
been intended to comprehend and exnaust every conceivable mode by which 
property can pass, whether by act of parties or by act of the law {Northumler^ 
land [Duke) v. A.-G,, [1905] A. 0. 406, per Lord MAONAOHTEir, at p. 410). 


(0) Succession Duty Act, 1853 (16 & 17 Viet. c. 51), s. 54. 

(p) A,~0, V. Sefton (Earl) (1865), 11 II. L. Oas. 267, per Lord Cuelhsfoud, 
at p. 276. 

(9) Succession Duty Act, 1853 (16 & 17 Viet. c. 51), s. 1. 

m Ibid, 

{$) Ibid, It includes heritable property in Scotland, but not money secured 
on such property (lAiU), even where the securities are conceived in favour of 
heirs exoluding executors. ^ It includes, also, estates pur autrs vis which 
devolve to the heir as special occupant, but presumably not any such estates 
which are applicable by law as personal estate (see p. 236, ante), 

(t) Prior to 19th May, 1853, leasehold pro^rty of a personal nature was 
chargeable as personal property with legacy duty, but by the Succession Duty 
Act, 1863 (16 A 17 Viet. c. 61), s. 19, no person is to be chargeable under the 
then existing Legacy Duty Acts with duty, not then already due, in respect 
of any leasehold hereditaments of any testator or deceased person as belonging 
to the personal estate of such testator etc. 

(a) A mere covenant, bond, or contract to pay money is not a disposition of 
“ property ” in the ordinary sense, although it might be if on the death of the 
person himself, because in that case it gives a right against his assets (Fryer v. 
Morland (1876), 3 Gh. D. 676, per Jbsssl, M.B., at pp. 686, 686). 

(b) Succession Duty Act, 1863 (16 & 17 Viet. o. 61), & 1. It indudes money 
secured on heritable property in ^tland (t5fd.). 

(e) Be MicUetAwait (1865), 11 Exch. 462. 

(a) Lord Advocate y, Trustees (1868), 20 DunL (Ot of Sess.) 449 $ 

see also A.-G. y. Mo/rd^fiore (1888), 21 Q. B. D. 461 (covenant to transfer stocks)* 


ONAGHTEN, at p. 410). 


(e) Be MicIMAwaU (1855), 11 Exch. 462. 

(a) Lord Advocaie y, Roberts^ Trustees (1868), 20 Dui 
see also A,-0. y, Moni^fiore (1888), 21 Q. R D. 461 (coven 
(e) Be MiekletAwait, supra ; A,»G, y. MontefiorCf mtpra, 
(J) Lord Advocate y, Bob^rtd Trustees, supra. 
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Sbot.s. ment, as also are moneys payable under a policy of life insur* 
The ance Ig). 

Snocetiion. ^2. Any legacy payable or having effect, or being satisfied 
Legacietout out of, or charged upon, a deceased person's real estate is 
at real ettote. chargeable as a succession to personal property (/«) ; and it is so 
where the legacy is payable etc. out of any real estate, or the 
rents or profits thereof, which the deceased person had any right 
or power to charge or affect with the payment of money (h). And 
the position is the same where the legacy is payable etc. out of 
or upon any moneys to arise from the sale or mortgage or other 
disposition of any such real estate, or any part of it (/t). The 
legacy may be given by way of annuity or in any other form (h). 
The interest, generally, of any person (i) entitled in moneys 

a SuccoBsion Duty Act, 1853 (16 & 17 Viet. c. 61), ss. 1, 17 ; Fryer v. 
nd (1876), 3 Cn. D. 676, per Jessel, M.H., at p. 686; Bee also A.-G. 
V. Bumated (1893), 37th Heport of the CommiBBioners of Inland Bevenue, 
Appendix, li., decided on the authority of A.-C7. v. Yelverton (1861), 7 H. & N. 
306. Ab to policieB in the OustomB Annuity and Benevolent Fund, established 
under stat. (1816) 66 Geo. 3, c. Ixxiii., see A.-G. v. Rawaell (1844), 36 Oh. D. 
67, n. ; A.-G. v. Ahdy (1862), 1 H. & 0. 266 ; Re Pocock'a Policy (1871), 6 
Oh. App. 446; Re Maclean' a Truata (1874), L. B. 19 £q. 274; Re Phillips' 
{William) Insurance (1883), 23 Oh. D. 235, 0. A, ; Urquhart v. Butterfield (1887), 
37 Oh. D. 367, 0. A. 

(A) OuBtoms and Inland Bevenue Act, 1888 (61 & 62 Viet. o. 8), s. 21 (2). 
The death muBt be after the 30Gi June, 1888 {ibid.). In cases not governed by 
this Act, legacy duty is chargeable (see note (i), p. 233, ante). Apart from this 
Act, a legiu rentcharge created by will is chargeable with legacy duty (A.-G. 
V. JwJcaon (1831), 2 Or. & J. 101 ; SUao v. Davenport (1833), 6 B. & Ad. 359 ; 
see also A.-G. y. Wade, [1910] 1 K. B. 703): but an annuity charged upon real 
estate by will is only lii^le to legacy duty where it is charged upon the real 
estate ox a person not the annuitant himself ; it is not chargeable where Uie 
real estate in truth belongs to the annuitant with a limitation on its enjoyment 
(^hirley v. Ferrers {Earl) (1842), 1 Ph. 167 ; Re De Hoghton, De HoghUm v. De 
MoghUm, [1896] 1 Oh. 866, 0. A., per A. L. Smith, L.J., at p. 865). 

(f) Even where the death was on or before the SOth June, 1888, provided that 
the interest is not chargeable with duty under the Legacy Duty Acts in force in 
1853. Legacy duty is payable, in cases governed by tnose Acts, where a will 
contains an express direction to sell in all events, even although the property is 
taken snspene (A.-G. V. //f>//ord p8 16), 1 Price, 426; Williamaonv. Advocate^ 
Oeneral (1843), 10 01. & Fin. 1, H. L.), or where the purposes fail (A.-G. v. 
Lomas (1873), L. B. 9 Exch. 29). If converting into money is the fair meaning, 
though a power only is given, the power is regarded as imperative, and legacy 
duty is payable {Advocate-General v. Ramsay's Trustees (1823), 2 Or. M. & B. 
224, n. ; AavocaU-Qenerdl v. Blackburn's Trustees (1847), 10 Dunl. (Ct. of Seas.) 
166 ; Weir v. Lord Advocate (1866), 3 Maeph. (Ot. of Sess.) 1006). Where, how- 
ever, the power is not imperative, but is to ezerciBed for the convenience 
and benent of the parties, conversion in the sense of the statute does not take 
place, and legacy auty is not payable (Be Evqm (1835), 2 Or. M. & E. 206). And 
where there is a clear and express trust to convert into money, with a power to 
retain shares of the real estate for the benefit of the parties, the direction is only 
imperative, and legacy duty is only payable, in respect of the part sold, notwith- 
standing that the unsold part is directed to be treated as personal property 
(A.-G. V. Manples (1839), 6 M. & W. 120). So also, where there is an authority 
which, in a given state of circuznstances, becomes absolute, to convert real 
estate into money, and distribute it as such, legacy duty is payable (A.-G v« 
Simeom (1848), 1 Exch. 749). And wheie Uie testator gives his trustees an 
absolute discrotion whether to sell or not, legacy duty is or is not payable 
according to whether they sell or not {Advocaie-Oeneral v. ffamtUon (1866), 18 
Dunl (OL of Sobs.) 636). Where an option is given to a legatee to buy the 
testator's real estate, or to take it as part of his snare of the estate, and he takes 
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to arise from the sale of real property, under any trust 
for that purpose, is deemed to be personal property chargeable 
with succession duty (A;). Where, however, the moneys are subject 
to any trust for reinvestment in the purchase of other real 
property to which such person would not be absolutely entitled, 
they are deemed to be real property (/c). 

The interest of any person entitled in personal property 
subject to any trust for investment in the purchase of real property 
to which such person would be absolutely entitled is, in so far as not 
chargeable with duty under the Legacy Duty Acts in force in 1858 (Z), 
chargeable with succession duty as personal property (;w). But if 
such person would not be absolutely entitled, the personal property 
is chargeable with succession duty as real property (m). 

Sub-Sect. 2. — Successions under Dispositions* 

363. Every disposition (n) of property, by reason whereof 0) 
any person becomes beneficially (p) entitled ((?) to an interest in 


it accordingly, no legacy duty is payable {Lord Advocate v. Meiklam (18GO), 22 
Dunl. (Ct. of Sees.) 1427) ; although it is otherwise where tho testator devises 
his real estate to a beneficiary, and gives another person the option to purelmse 
it from that beneficiary, in which case, if the option is exercised, the purchase- 
money is chargeable (A.-CZ. y. }yyndham (1SG2), 1 H. & C. 563). Where the 
moneys to arise under a direction for sale are to be invested in otnor real estate, 
and the trustees sell, but do not reinvest, legacy duty is not payable {Heal v, 
Kniyht (1853), 8 Exch. 839, n.). And it is so, also, where there is a power to sell, 
and a direction to invest in the purchase or mortgage of other real estate, and 
the tiiistees sell and elect to reinvest in other real estate, but in fact do not so 
reinvest {Mules v. Jmnings (1853), 8 Exch. 830). Where a sale takes place 
under the general jurisdiction of the court, no claim for legacy duty arises, 
notwithstajidiiig that the will contains a power to sell {Ilohson v. Neale (1853), 
17 Beav. 178); see also Advocate- Oeneral v. Smith (1864), 1 Macq. 760, H. L., 
per Loi-d St. Leokabdb, at pp. 7G4, 766, wheie the general principle is laid down. 

(/p) Succession Duty Act, 1863 (16 & 17 Viet c. 61), s. 29. 

(f) See p. 248, ante. 

(m) Succession Duty Act, 1863 (16 & 17 Viet. c. 61), s. 30. 

(n) The term ** disposition ” extends to all modes of disposition, whether by 
will or deed or settlement inter vivos {A.~0, v. Fitzjohn (1857), 2 II. & N. 466, 
per Watson, B., at p. 473), and, in strictness, includes a sale (Northumherlund 
Ifiulce) V. A.-G., [1905] A. 0. 406, per Lord Macnaobten, at p. 411 ; comparo 
Succession Duty Act, 1853 (1C & 17 Viet. c. 61), ss. 7, 17). Whenever any 
person obtains by the death of another any benefit imder an arrangement, that 
benefit is liable to duty (A.-O. v. Middletm {Lord) (1858), 3 II. & N. 125, per 
Pollock, C.B., at p. 137). Where, however, a testator by his will creates a 
trust for the payment of debts, and subject thereto gives property to a bene- 
ficiary, and, by a private Act of Parliament, an immeoiate benefit is secured to 
the lieneficiary, the duration of the trust being correspondingly extended, no 
claim for duty arises in respect of the immeoiate benefit {Lord Advocate v. 
Jamieson (188G), 23 Sc. L. K. 610). 

(o) “By reason whereof” is a more comprehensive phrase than “by virtue 
whereof” (Lord Advocate t. Consiallds Trustees (1880), 17 Sc. L. B. 611, per 
Lord Sbanb, at p. 618). 

( ®) /.e., not as a trustee ( Wilcox v. Smith (1867), 4 Drew. 40, per Kinbebslkt, 
V.-C., at p. 61), or merely legally (Be iVyton (1861), 7 11. & K. 265, per 
Bbanwell, B., at p. 297 ; A.-O, v. Charlton (1877), 2 Ex. D. 398, C. A., jur 
Bbamwell, L.J., at p. 407) ; and see note (g), p. 293, post ; compare, houever, 
Fryer v. Morland (1876), 3 Ch. D. 676, per Jessel, M R., at p. 683 (means “ in 
possession ”); see also Notthumherland (Duke) v. A*-Q,^ [1906] A. C. 406, per 
Lord Macnagbtek, at p. 411, and note (n), p. 267, poti. 

(q) wholly entitled {Lord Advocate v. Fleming, [1897] A. 0. 146, perLosd 
Halsbvby, L.C., at p. 162). 
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under a 
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possession (r) in any property, or the income thereof, upon the 
death of any person, is deemed to confer on the person so entitled 
a succession (s). 

A person may become entitled either immediately upon 
death or after any interval (f), either certainly or contingently, 
and either originally or by way of substitutive limitation (a). 

Any disposition of property which is made to take effect 
at a period ascertainable only by reference to death is deemed 
to confer a succession upon the person in whose favour it is 
made (6). 

If under a disposition the person entitled may become so 
upon alternative events, one of which is death, and be in fact 
becomes entitled upon death, the other possibilities are to be 
disregarded (c). 

The right to the property, in point of title, as distinguished 
from possession, may have been acquired before the commencement 
of the Succession Duty Act, 1853 (d). 

The death may be the cause, and is not necessarily the occasion, 
of the person becoming entitled to possession (c), and may be that 
of a person whoso interest in possession was derived under another 
disposition ( / ). 

364« In the case of entailed property, where under a disentailing 
assurance a joint general power of appointment is conferred upon 
tenant for life and remainderman, and the power is exercised hy way 
of a re-settlement of the property, the re-settlement, by the ordinary 
rule of law, is to be read into the instrument creating the power, 
and, except where the transaction is in effect a mere inter vivo8 
transfer to another person of the expectant succession or some part 


(r) Northumherland (Duke) v. A,-G,, [1905] A. 0. 406, per Lord Davey, at 
p. 419; 80 e also A.-v. v. LiUledale (1871), L. B. 5 11. L. 290, per Lord 
WXSTBUBT, at p. 301. 

ii) Succession Duty Act, 1853 (16 & 17 Yict. c. 51), s. 2. 

(Q a new trustee, appointed after the death of a former trustee, who is entitled 
to remuneration for his seryioes under a direction in the settlement, does not 
take the same as a succession upon Uxe death of the former trustee y. 

Aytw, [1909] 1 K. B. 723). 

i a) Succession Duty Act, 1853 (16 & 17 Yict. c. 51), s. 2. 
h) Ibid., B. 8 . 

c) Y. Notjee (1881), 8 Q. B. D. 125, C. A. 

a) Wilcox Y. Smith (1857), 4 Drew. 40 ; A,~G. y. Fitzjohn (1857), 2 H. & N. 
465; y. Middleton {Lord) (1858), 3 H. & N. 125; Braybrooke {Lord) 

Y. A.-G. (1861), 9 H. L. Oas. 150, per Lord Campbell, L.O., at p. 165; 
Lord Advocate v. QonetabUe Trueteee (1880), 17 Sc. L. B. 611 ; Wolverton {Baron) 
Y. A.-(7., [1898] A. 0. 535, per Lord Hbbsohbll, at p. 547. 

(f) Y. Gdl (1865), 3 H. & 0. 615 (death, during a period of accumulation, 
of a person who, if he had survived, would have succeeded as tenant for life) ; 
Bing y. Jarman (1872), L. B. 14 £q. 357 (ditto, where deceased person would 
have succeeded as absolute owner). 

{/) Be Jenkineon (1857), 24 Beav. 64 (arrangement betw^n life tenant and 
remaindennan by which a sum was seou^ to a third person to be raised out of 
the settled prope^ at the life tenant’s death); y. Ydverton (1861), 7 

H. ft N. 306 (ditto, where the sum was not raisable until the death of the 
surviYor of the life tenant and a succeeding life tenant); A,^G. y. Gardner 
(1863), 1 H. ft 0. 639 (^vise to a third person of a reversionary interest 
expa&uii on the death of a tenant for life under a deed of eottloinent). 
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of it (g), the Buccession upon the death of the tenant for life, 
whether consisting of the property itself (A) or of charges upon 
it(t), is deemed to be conferred by such instrument as a new 
disposition. 

Sub-Seot. Z,^8uccei8%oni through Devolution hy Law* 

365. Every devolution {k) by law Q) of any beneficial interest 
in property, or the income thereof, upon the death of any 
person to any other person, is deemed to confer on such other 
person a succession (m). 

SuB-Sror. 4. — The Succeuor* 

366. The ** successor '* is the person entitled to the succession (n), 
and may bo a body corporate, a company, or a society (o). 

If any succession, or a part of it(p), before the successor 
becomes entitled to it, or to the income of it, in possession, becomes 
vested by alienation — that is, by transfer inter vivos, whether for 
value or not (q ) — or by any title (r) not conferring a new suc- 
cession (s), in any other person, and such other person becomes 


(^) A BUccession once established, no manipulation of the parties afterwards 
can get rid of it {Norihumhnland {Duke) v. [1905] A. C. 406, per Lord 

Halsbuky, L.O., at p. 409), nor can another succession, by the act of the 
sruccessor, be substituted for it {Wolverlon {Baron) v, [1898] A. 0, 635, 

per Lord Herscuell, at p. 648). There is no warrant in the statute for a new 
succession duty being leviable upon the same property where no new death has 
created the right to such succession {ibid,, per Lord Halsbubt, L.O., at p. 644) ; 
see also A.-U. v. Flayer (1862), 9 H. L. Cas. 477, per Lord Cbanwouth, at 
pp. 490, 491 (portions are in substance a part of the inheritance, and the 
circumstance of their arising under a power can make no diUerence). 

{h) Braybrooke {Lord) v. A,-0, (1861), 9 H. L. Cas. 160, 168. 

(t) V. Cecil (1870), 39 L. J. (ex.) 201 ; explained, Wolverton {Baron) ?• 

A,-0,, supra, per Lord IIebschell, at p. 656. 

(A;) Property devolves when it passes from a person dying to a person living 
{Parr v. Parr (1833), 1 My. & K, 647, per Leach, M.B., at p. 648). 

(0 Devolution by law applies to the case where the property would devolve 
on the party by the ordinary rules of lei^l succession or of right if the law 
were left to its own course uncontrolled {Saltoun (Lord) v. Advocate-General 
(1860), 3 Macq. 659, H. L., per the Ixird President (McNeill), at p. 670); see 
also Zetland {Earl) v. Lord Advocate (1878), 3 App. Cas. 505, per Lora Selbobne, 
at p. 620 ; and title Descent and Disthibu'iion, VoL XI., p. 4, 

(m) Succession Duty Act, 1853 (16 & 17 Viet. c. 61), s. 2. 

(n) Ibid, The person who in terns of a disposition would have taken on the 
death of a tenant lor life, but who dies before him, and transmits the succession, 
is, in a certain limited sense, a successor (A,-Q, v. LiUledale (1871), L. R 6 
H. L, 290, per Lord Westbuby, at p, 301). 

fo) Succession Duty Act, 1853 (16 & 17 Yici c. 61), s. I. 

Ip) Wolverton {Baron) v. A,-0., supra, 

(g) Northumberland {Duke) v. A,-0,, [1905] A. 0. 406, per Lord Davey, at 
p. 417. Such a transfer is not a “ now succession ” {Wolverton {Baron) r. A,*0,, 
supra). If, however, the transferor is a remainderman in tail who has dis- 
entailed, and he dies in the lifetime of the tenant for life, semhle, the case is 
one of new succession and not of alienation {A,-G, y. Oeoil, supra; explainod, 
Wolverton (Borem) y. A,-0,, supra, per Lord Hersohell, at p. 566 ). 

(r) E,g,, an asagnmont in baakiuptcy (irofiw^(Pb^ r* A,-G., supra, per 

Lord Msbsgeell, at p. 666) ; see also leoTthumberland (Duke) y. A,»0,, supra, 
per Lord Davey, at p. 417. ^ 

(s) A new sneoesBion can only be conlened bya new dii^KNniaon or deyolntum 
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entitled in possession, he, and not the person originally entitled, 
is, to the extent to which the succession is alienated, the 
“ successor” (t). 

Where tenant for life and remainderman, by any form of 
conveyancing (a), join in an inter vivos transfer of settled real 
property, as an estate in possession, there is an alienation of the 
remainderman’s expectant succession, and, on the death of the 
original life tenant, the alienee is the successor (b). If 
the alienee in the meantime creates a new succession, as, e.ff., 
by himself dying possessed of the property, the person upon whom 
it is so conferred, if he is in beneficial possession at the death of 
the original life tenant, is also the successor upon whom the 
original succession is conferred (c). 

Sub-Sect. 5. — T/te Prederestor. 

367 . The “predecessor** (d) is the settlor (c), disponer, testator, 
obligor, ancestor (/), or other person (g), from whom the interest of 
the successor is derived (/t), and, as in the case of the successor, 
may be a body corporate, a company, or a society (t). 

Where a succession is derived from more than one pre- 
decessor (/c), and the proportional interest derived from each of 
them is not distinguishable, the successor is to be deemed to have 
derived his succession in equal proportions from each predecessor, 
unless the Commissioners agree with the successor as to the duty 
payable {1). 


by law to take effect on doath, and, conversely, every derivative title by reason 
of death confers a now succession {Northumberland (Duke) v. [1905] 

A. 0. 406, Lord Davey, at p. 417). If an alienee were to die before 
liecoming entitled in possession, his devisee or heir would be a person holding 
by a title conferring a new succession {ibid,). 

(0 Succession Duty Act, 1863 (16 & 17 Viet. c. 61), s. 15; Northumberland 
{Duice) v. A.-G.t supra, per Lord Macnaodten, at p. 413; Wolverton {Daron) 
V. A.-G., [1898] A. C. 635. 

fal Northumberland {Duke) v. A,-0,, supra, per Lord Davey, at p. 416. 

(6; Ibid,, per Lord Macnaoutew, nt p. 413. 

ir) Northumberland {Duke) v. A.-G., supia. 

(d) There must be a predecessor (A.-G. v. Ahdy (1862), 1 11. & C. 266, per 
Pollock, C.B., at p, 294). 

(e) The “ settlor ” must be a settlor out of whose estate tho succession is derived 
(A.-G. V. Flayer (1862), 9 H. L. Cas. 477, per Lord Cranworth, at p. 492). 

{/) The word ** ancestor'* does not mean, even technically, a lineal ancestor 
only (Zetland {Earl) v. Lord Advocate (18781, 3 App. Cas. 605, per Loi-d Selborne, 
at p. 620), but is properly assignable to the person who really preceded in the 
estate (ibid,, per Lord Hathsrlsy, at p. 618). 

(ifl The words or other person " seem to have been put into tho Act only 
ex aoundanti cauield {ibid., per Lord Selborne, at p. 620) ; see also Saltoun 
{Lord) V. Advocait-Qeneral (1860), 3 Macq. 669, H. L., per Lord Wensleydale, 
at p. 684. 

ih) Succession Duty Act, 1863 (16 ft 17 Yict. c. 61), s. 2. The word ** derive " 
is here used in the sense of “having its source or origin from ” {Saltoun {Lord) 
V. Advocate^Qeneral, supra, per Lonl Chelmsford, at p. 688). 

ft) Succession Duty Act, 1863 (16 ft 17 Yict c. 61), s. 1. 

ik) See note (r), p. 269, post. 

U) Succession Duty Act, 1863 (16 ft 17 Yict. c. 61), s. 13 ; and compare A.-G. 

Daksr (1859), 4 H. ft N. 19 ; Brayhrooks {Lord) y. A.-G. (1861), 9 &• L. Cas. 
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368. Where the succession is conferred by a disposition^ the 
person who had tlie right to dispose of the property is the 
predecessor (m)« 

It is immaterial what motives or valuable considerations 
moved him to make the disposition (n). 

If, however, the disposition can be treated as of money for 
which a person is creditor on the estate of another person, the 
creditor, and not the owner of the estate, is the predecessor, even if 
the owner joins in the settlement (o). 

Where a person buys property for valuable consideration in 
money or money’s worth, and, instead of taking a conveyance to 
himself direct, takes a conveyance by way of settlement on persons 
in succession, the purchaser, from whom the title is derived, and 
not the vendor, is the predecessor from whom the succession on the 
life tenant’s death is derived (p). 

The predecessor, therefore, is not necessarily the person by 
whom on its face a settlement may be regarded as made (q). 

The right of disposition may have been acquired in 
consideration of the release of a claim of right (r), or as 


150; A.-G. V. Floper (1862), 9 H. L. Oas. 477 ; A.-G, v. Biall, [*10061 2 I. R. 
122. It is essential to the application of s. 13 that the persons i^ould be pro* 
decessors (A.~G» v. /2iaZ/, aupra^ per Palles, C.B., at p. 130). 

(m) The ‘‘predecessor** is the person who provides the property, and who is 
the instrument of settling it v. Biggs, [1907] 2 I, R. 400, per Kennv, J., 
at p. 415). 

(n) lie Ramsay* s Settlement (1861), 30 Beay. 75 (settlement by husband 
(predecessor) in favour of step-children, in consideration of marriage and of life 
interest in wife’s property ; see per Eoi*iiLLy, M.R., at p. 84). 

(o) Re Jeukinsan (i857), 21 Beav. 64 (see note (/), p. 266, anfr) ; explained, 
A,-0, V. Flayer, supra, per liord CiiANWOETil, at p. 491 ; A.~G, v. Yelvertun 
(1861). 7 II. & N. 306 (see note (/), p. 266, ante)\ A.-O. v. Deane (1861), 
5 L. T. 122. Semhle, sreus, where no consideration whatever is jjaid to tho 
owner of the estate (Re Jenkinson, supra, prr RoMiLLY, M.R., at p. 72). A 
tenant for life is not purchaser of tho right to appoint portions under a 
power given to him by the remainderman in tail, merely by reason that, on a 
ro-settleinent, tho remainderman became entitled to an annuity during the life 
tenant's lifetime (A,-Q, v. Flayer, supra, at p. 491). 

(p) A. -(7. V. Flayer, supra, per Lord Ceanwoetu, atp. 489 ; Fryer y, Morland 
(187ti), 3 Ch. D, 675, per Jbssel, M.R., at p. 684. 

M A.-U. y. Baker (1859), 4 11. & N. 19 (settlement, by releasee of sum pay. 
able, to direction of releasor (predecesso^, in consideration of release of a claim 
of right) ; A. -(7. v. Maule (1886), 66 L. T. 611 (marriage settlement of a “ gift” 
to be settled, paid by father (predecessor^ to the trustees, on terms of repay- 
ment if Uie maniage did not take place) ; A,-G, v. Biggs, [1907] 2 I, R. 400 
(marriage settlement of “ portion ** paid by step-father (predecessor) to the 
trustees, without express reservation of his estate until the marriage — a 
dedication to the trusts of the settlement, per Kenny, J., at p. 415). Compare, 
contrti, A.-G, v. Riall, supra (the settlor of a policy was held to be the piw- 
decessor, although the subs^uent premiums were paid by a third person; 
a TOlicy is liable to succession duty oy reason of its msposition or devolution, 
and not by its being kept up for the benefit of another, per Palles, C.B., at 
n. 134) ; and, semhle, if a ^rson makes an absolute ^t to another person, and 
leaves him to settle it, although the gift was made with a view to its being 
settled, the settlor, and not the donor, is the predecessor (A..C7. v. MavXe, supra, 
per Hawkins, J., atp. 615). 

a A.^G. T. Baker, supra. Where it is doubtful which of two claimants is 
led to property, and both concur in settling it, they are joint predecessors 
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EEnriiz AKB Othbb Death Denies. 


B»n.l paxt of a family arrangement in eabstitation for a precarioas 
The mterest (•). ^ 

369 . A person who exercises a general power of appointment 
Powemot property, taking effect upon a death after the 18th May, 1868, 

appointment. predecessor from whom the interest of the appointee upon 

any subsequent death is derived (0* 

Where, however, the power is limited, whenever it took effect, 
the person creating tlio power is the predecessor (a). 

Ke-wtticment 370. In the case of entailed property, where tenant for life and 
of entailed remainderman join in a disentailing assurance and re-settle the 
property. property, the remainderman is predecessor under the new dis- 
position, both as to his own succession on the life tenant’s death (b) 
and as to the interests of all the persons coming^ after him in the 
re-settlement (c), whether such persons succeed directly on the life 
tenant’s death, the remainderman having previously died (d), or 
on the remainderman’s subsequent death, he having survived the 
life tenant (6). And the same rule holds good with regard 
to charges upon the property by way, e.y., of jointure or 
portion (/). 

The remainderman in tail is also the predecessor where 
the re-settlement is made under a joint general power of appoint- 
ment conferred by a disentailing assurance upon the tenant for life 
and a third person (/;), and not the less so if such substituted 
general power takes effect upon death (/t). 

DoYolntion Where the succession is conferred through devolution by 
by law. Jq derived, in the case of an estate in fee simple in possession, 

from the last owner of the fee (i), even where such owner took by 
descent (/O I and in the case of an estate tail from the last preceding 

i sco p. 268, anie)t but where one or tho other is entitled only ono is prodccossor 
ibi(Lt per Polix)CK, C.B., at p. 30). 

(a) V. Dowling (1880), 6 Q. B. D. 177, 0. A. ; see title Family 
Aurayqements. 

(f) V. Upton (18C6), L. B. 1 Exch. 224 : aecf/a, where the power took 
effect upon a death ou or before the 18th May, 1853 [lie Barker (1861), 7 
IL & N. 109 ; A.-flf. v, Mitchell (1881), 6 Q, B. D. 548), in which case the person 
creating the power is predecessor. See also noto (y), p. 272, poet, 

(a) Succession Duty Act, 1853 (16 & 17 Viet. c. 51), s. 4. 

(5) A.^Q, ▼. Sibthorp (1858), 3 II. & N. 421 ; Braghrooke (Lord) y, A,^G, 
(1861), 9 H. L. Oas, 150 ; A.-Q. v. Flayer (1862), 9 H. L. Cas. 477. 

(c) A,^G, y. Flayer (1862), 9 H, L. Oas. 477, per Lord Ouanwoktu, at 
p. 489. 

(d) A,^0, T. Smythe (1862), 9 H. L. Cos. 497. 
fe) A,-G, y. Floy^, eupra, 

(/) A.-(?. v. Flayer, eupra; A.-O. v. (7ca7 (1870), 39 L. J. (ex.) 201, 
explained, Wolverion {Baron) y, A,-G., [1898] A. 0. 535, per Lord Herscuell, 
at p. 556. 

Charlton v. A.-(7. (1879), 4 App. Cas. 427. 

[k) J5tU, per Lord Cairns, L.(j., at p. 439 (a joint power in a family 
settlement is not e<$ai7alent in subst^oe to joint property in the two donees). 

(•) ZHland (iShK) y. Lard Advooaie (1878), 3 App. Ous. 505, per Lord Black- 
burn, at p. 523. Quaere, whether the result is not the same where the estate 
in fee ample was not in possession. 

(5) 11 iiie last owner was seised in fee, it does not matter how he became so 
(b M Imoe y (1889}» Ii. B. 4 JBzdL 345, jmt Olbasby, B., at p. 351). 
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heir in possession under the entail (Q, and equally so if such owner s. 
or possessor was a minors or for any other reason was incompetent The 
to alienate the property (m). Succession 

The predecessor in the case of devolution by law is, therefore, 
not necessarily the person from whom descent as purchaser must 
be traced under the inheritance Act, 1883 (n). 

If by a disposition property is settled upon a person named 
or designated by description as first of a line of inheritance 
and his heirs in tail, and in default upon other persons named etc, 
and their heirs in tail, respectively, by way of substitution, the 
persons named etc. derive their interests from the maker of the 
disposition (o), the others by devolution from the last preceding 
heir in possession under the entail (p). Where, however, the 
person named etc. under the substitutive limitation dies before 
becoming entitled in possession, and his heir in tail becomes so 
entitled, such heir in tail derives his interest from the maker of the 
disposition as predecessor (q). 


Sub-Sect. 6. — Special Modee of conferring Succeseiom, 

371. An inter vivos gift of a policy of insurance on the life of Inter r/roi 
any person, unless the donee helps to create the property by 
continuing to pay the premiums after the assignment of the ^ 
policy (r), confers, upon the assured's death, a succession on the 
donee in respect of the policy moneys derived from tlie donor as 
predecessor (s). 

Where a person who under a disposition is already life tenant Bniargement 
in possession of personal' property becomes entitled upon a death, 
by virtue of the same disposition, to an absolute interest in ^ 
possession in the capital of the property, either the property itself 
(subject to an allowance of the value of the life interest (a)) or the 
increase of benefit (b) is a succession (c) derived from the maker 
of the disposition as predecessor. 


(i) Zrtland (Earl) v. Lord Advocate (1878), 3 App. Cos. 505, at p, 621 ; sco 
also Saltoun (Lord) r. Advocate-General (18(K)), 3 Macq. 659, U. L., inttr alia, 
per Lord Campbell, L.C., at p. 673; Lord Advocate v. Graham (1884), 22 
fee. L. R. 209. 

(m) Zetland (Earl) v. Lord Advocate^ evpra^ per Lord Selbobhs, at p. 619. 

(ti) 3 & 4 WiU. 4, c. 106. 

(o) Saltoun (Lord) v. Advocate-General, supra (person named) ; Lord Advocate 
V. M*Ctdloch (1895), 32 Sc. L. B. 266 (person designated etc.). 

(p) Lord Advocate v. Gordon (1872), 10 Maeph. (Ct. of Sm.) 1015; see also 
Zetland (Earl) v. Lord Advocate, ettvra, 

({) Breadalbane (Earl) y. Lord Advocate (1870), S Maeph. (Ct, of Sess.) 
835. 

(r) Lord Advocate v. Fleming, [1897] A. 0. 145 ; see also A,-0. y. Riall^ 
[1906] 2 L B. 122, per Palles, O.B., at p. 131. 

(s) feucoession Duty Act, 1853 (16 & 17 Yict o. 51), ss. 1, 2, 17. 

(a) A.-O. Y. RoberUon, [1893] 1 Q. B. 293, 0. A., per Lord Esheb, M.B., at 
p. 301. The allowance w^d m under the Succession Duty Act, 1853 (16 ft 17 
Viet e. 61), s. 38, and would be not by way of indulgence, but in tenns (ibid.); 
compare note (e), p. 291, poet. 

(b) A.^0. Y. RoberUon, supra, per Likdlby, L. J., at p. 301. 

(e) Sactti, where the increase of benefit is due to something outdde the 
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Where property ** ia vested in persons jointly by any title 
not conferring on them a "'succession/' any beneficial interest in 
the property accruing to any of them by survivorship upon death 
is deemed to be a succession derived from the deceased person as 
predecessor (^i). 

Where, however, persons take a succession " jointly, they are 
to pay the duty, if any is chargeable, in proportion to their respec- 
tive interests in the succession, and any beneficial interest in such 
succession accruing to any of them by survivorship is deemed to 
be a new succession derived from the predecessor from whom the 
joint title was derived (e). 

Where under a disposition a person (/) has a general power 
of appointment over property talcing effect (g) upon death, he 
is, in the event of his making any appointment, deemed to be 
entitled at the time of exercising such power to the property or 
interest thereby appointed as a succession derived from the donor 
of the power as predecessor (//). 

Where any “property" is subject to a charge, estate, or 
interest (i), determinable by the death of any person, or at any 
period ascertainable only by reference to death, the increase of 
benefit accruing upon the extinction or determination of such 
charge etc. is deemed to be a succession accruing to the person or 
persons then entitled beneficially to the property, or the income of 
it), according to his or their respective estates or interests in it, or 
beneficial enjoyment of it, and the person from whom the successor 
or successors derive title to the property so charged is deemed to 
be the predecessor (fc). 


disposition, which has caused the acceleration of the succession before the 
time intended by the maker of the disposition v. Robertson, [1893] 1 

U. B. 293, 0. A., per Lopes, L.J., at p. 303). 

((/) Succession buty Act, 1853 (16 & 17 Yici c. 61), s. 3. 

fe) Ibid, 

(/) Not two or more persons jointly, who, in a family settlement, are 
intended to bo a check on one another, without the idea of any beneficial 
interest (Charlton v. (1879), 4 App. Cas. 427, 439). 

(o) Semhle, the words ** taking effect ” refer to the words “ general power,” 
and not to ** disposition of property,” and to the power coming into operation, 
and not to the appointment under it taking effect (Re Lovelace (1859), 4 De G. 
& J. 340, 0. A., psr Totrnbb, L.J., at p. 351 ; see also Re Rarker (1861), 7 
U. & N. 109 ; Re WalWe Trust (1864), 1 De G. J. & Sm. 656, 0. A. ; A.-G. v. 
Upton (1866), L. E. 1 Exch. 224 ; A.-G, v. Mitcheil (1881), 6 Q. B. D. 548 ; 
compare Charlton v. A.-O,, supra, per Lord SELBOairB, at pp. 445, 447) ; see 
also note (t), p. 270, ante, 

(h) Succession Duty Act, 1853 (16 & 17 Yiofc. e. 51), s. 4. 

(♦) Kff,, dower (Harding v. Harding (1861), 2 Gifif. 597), widow's jointure, 
renteharges, and annuities (Lord Advocate y. Macdonald (1862), 24 DunL (Gi of 
Bess.) 1175). 

(k) Succession Duty Aot, 1853 (16 & 17 Yict. o. 51), s. 5 ; A,^G, y. Hoyeg 
(1881), 8 Q. B. D. 125, 0. A., per Jessel, M.R., at p. 139. This seotion does 
not apply (1) where the charge etc. has been create by the successor himself 
upon or out of property in possession when the charge etc. was created, and 
(2) where a person was entitled as on the 19th May, 1853, to the immediate 
reyersioii in any real property expectant upon the determination of any lease 
for life or for years determinable on life, and the lease has determined in hit 
lifetime (<5/d., s. 6). 
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372. Where any disposition of property, not being a bond fid€ 
sale, and not conferring an interest expectant on death on the 
person in whose favour it is made, is accompanied by the reserva- 
tion or assurance of, or contract for, any benefit to the grantor (Q, 
or any other person, for any term of life, or for any period ascer- 
tainable only by reference to death, the disposition is deemed to 
confer, at the time appointed for the determination of the benefit, 
an increase in beneficial interest in the property, as a succession 
equal in annual value to the yearly amount or value of the benefit 
so reserved etc., on the person in whose favour the disposition is 
made (m). 

Where any disposition of property purports to take effect 
presently, or under such circumstances as not to confer a succession, 
but, by the effect or in consequence of any engagement, secret 
trust, or arrangement, capable of being enforced in a court of law 
or equity, the beneficial ownership of the property does not ho)%d 
fide pass according to the disposition, but in fact devolves to any 
person on or with reference to death, such person is deemed to 
acquire the property so passing as a succession derived from the 
person making the disposition (n). 

If a disposition is declared by a court of competent jurisdiction 
to have been fraudulent and made for the purpose of evading the 
duty, the court may declare that a succession has been conferred 
on such person at such time and to such an extent as it thinks 
just, the succession being deemed to be derived from the maker of 
the disposition as predecessor (o). 

Sub-Sect. 7. — Domicil and Situ$, 

373. In order that property may constitute a succession, it has 
been said that the successor must become entitled thereto by virtue 
of the laws of this country (p), and that this requirement will be 
regarded as having been satisfied where the property is found to 
be legally vested in a person subject to the jurisdiction of the 
British courts, and the title to the beneficial interest in the property 
is regulated and capable of being enforced by the laws of this 
country, even although the operation of the instrument creating 
the title may be to some extent governed by foreign law (g). 


(l) Lord Advocede v. M^Ker»ie$ (1881), 19 Sc. L. E. 438; A.-U. v. Johnson^ 
[1903] 1 K. B. 617, 0. A. 

(m) Succession Duty Act, 1853 (16 & 17 Viet. c. 51), s. 7. The object of this 
section is to prevent a man conveying the fee, reserving a life interest {Fryer t. 
JHorland (1876), 3 Oh. D. 675, per Jessel, M.B., at p. 687). 

(n) Succession Duty Act, 1853 (16 & 17 Viet. c. 51), s. 8. A disposition of 
property reserving to the disponer an interest for life or a term of years is not 
within this section (A.-U. v. A^o^fs(1881), 8 Q. B. D. 125, 0. A. ; see p. 206, ante). 

(o) Succession Duty Act, 1853 (16 & 17 Viet. c. 51), s. 8. 

\p) Wallace v. A.-U., Jeve$ v. Shadwell (1865), 1 Oh. App. 1, per Lord 
CnikNWOBTH, L.C., at p. 9. 

(9) Jewieh CvlonimtUm Aeeodaiutn^ [19011 1 E. B. 123, 0. A., per 

Stirlino, L.J., at p. 142. An alternative test, emboaving, however, the same 
principle, is a manifestation of intention on the part of the settlor, gaihmd from 
all the circumstances, that the property is to he brought under the protectum 
of British law (thtd., per Cotuvs, L.J., at pp. 136, 137). It is immaterial 
where the p r op erty is physiGally situated (tbidL, per CoLLXirs, L. J., at p. 187). 
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374. Beal property in this country which devolves upon death 
is liable to succession duty, irrespective of the domicil of the 
deceased owner (r) ; but foreign immovable property, devolving as 
such, does not, in any circumstances, fall within the charge of the 
duty(g). 

Where, however, the owner of immovable property situate 
abroad vests such property in trustees, in circumstances which 
create a British settlement (t), with an absolute direction to the 
trustees to convert the property into money and to hold the pro- 
ceeds arising from the sale upon trusts, under which such proceeds 
devolve upon death, the settlement is of equitable personal 
property, and a succession consisting of a British chose in action is 
conferred, even where, at the time of the life tenant’s death, the 
immovable property, by virtue of a power to postpone the sale of 
it, remains unsold (a). 

376. The personal property of a person domiciled abroad which 
is locally situate in this country is not, any more than the personal 
property locally situate abroad of which he dies possessed, liable to 
succession duty upon his death (6), any more than it is to legacy 
duty (c). 

Where, however, a person so domiciled by his will directs 
the creation of a British settlement (d) of personal property, 


The courts of equity iu England have always boon accustomed to compel the 
performance of contracts and trusts as to subjects which are not either locally 
or rations domicilii within their jurisdiction v. Johnson, [1907] 2 K. B. 

885, per Bbay, J., at p. 894, on the authority of Lord Selborne, L.O., in Ewing 
V. Orr Ewing (1883), 9 App. Cas. 34, at p. 40); see title Conflict of Laws, 
Vol. VI,, p. 218, et passim, 

(r) lie Wallop's Trvst (1804), 1 De O. J. & Sm. 656, C. A., per Turner, L.J., 
at p. 671. And it is so, also, with regard to legacies thereout [Advocate-General 
V. Grant (1825), Scotch Exchequer, cited 12 Cl. & Fin. at p. 16). 


Succession Buty Act, 1853 (16 & 17 Viet. c. 51), s. 1. 


See note (d), infra. 

(d) A.-G. V. Johnson, supra, at p. 895, following A.-G. v. SudeJey [Lord), 
[1896] 1 Q. B. 354, 0, A., per Lopes, L.J., at p. 363 ; and Re Smyth, Leach v. 
Xeach, [1898] 1 Ch. 89, per Homer, J., at p. 94. The settlement iu this case 
was created under a direction in the will of a testator domiciled in this coimtry, 
but semble (see note (d), infra), the result would bo the same however the 
settlement, ii British, was oi-eated. 

K allace v. A.-O,, Jevea v. ShadwtU (1805), 1 Ch. App. 1, overruling Re 
2/e(1864), 2H. &0. 985. 

9 p. 238, ante. 

a person taking a distributive part of a foreign estate comes to this 
country and invests it upon trusts, it assumes the character of a British settle- 
ment and British pro^rty ; and that settlement, so made, undoubtedly becomes 
subject to the rules ox BiiUsh law, under which the property is held, by viiiuo 
of which it is enjoyed, and under which it will be ultimately administered 
T. Campbell (1872), L. B. 5 H. L. 524, per Lord Westbury, at pp. 630, 

63 ^. 

Where property is in the hands of a British trustee the presumption is that 
it is Bxitiui, and the burden lies on those who say it is not {A.-G. y. Jewish 
ColoniuAiaa Aesodaiion^ [1901] 1 K B. 123, 0. A., per OoLUirs, L.J., at 
134). In the various reported oases on this subj^ the instrument, whether 
oixeotmg the creation of the settlement or creating it, and whether will or deed, 
seems to have been in British form, and in the English language, although 



Part V. — Sttocbsssion Durr. 


275 


Whether at the time of his death it is locally sitaate in this Bnrr Si 
country (e) or abroad (/), and the testator’s directions are actually The 
complied with (gi), succession duty becomes chargeable in respect Succession, 
of such property upon the death of a life tenant under the 
settlement (h). 


376. Where a person, whether domiciled in this country (t) or 
abroad {j), by an inter vivos disposition creates a British settle- 
ment (A;) of personal property, whether locally sitaate in this 


British 
settlement 
of personsl 
property 
inaer deed* 


in some cases sucli form and language were also the form and language of the 
place of the settlor’s domicil abroad. 

\^ere, however, a person claims under an instrument which has to be con- 
strued by the law of a foreign country, it may be that he is to be considered as 
not claiming under the law of this countiy {Wallace v. ul.-C?., Jevee v. Shadwell 
(I860), 1 Ch. App. 1, by inference from the remarks of Lord Cran worth, L.O., 
at p. 9, approving Re Lovelace (1859), 4 Do O. & J. 3-10, 0. A., and Re Wallop'e 
Trust (1864), 1 De G. J. & Sm. 606, 0. A. ; A.-G. v. Jewish Colonization 
Association^ [1901] 1 K. B. 123, 0. A., per Stirling, L.J., at p. 139). 

Where a will is expressed in the technical terms of the law of a country 
whore the testator is not domiciled, the will is to be construed with reference to 
the law of that country (Dicey, Conflict of Laws, 2nd ed. (1908), p. 679; 
approved, A. -G. v. Jewish Colonization Association^ supra, per Stirling, L.J., at 

P-142)- 

The trustees, or a majority of them, in the various reported cases, wore 
resident, although not invariably shown to be domiciled, in this country. 

In A.-G. V. Jewish Colonization Association, supra, the trustee was a British 
registered company, the administrative council oif which hold its meetings and 
carried on its operations abroad, but which, nevertheless, was a. persona incapable 
of existence except as a creature of British law (ibid., per Collins, L.j., at 
p. 136), and which, while it might acquire a foreign residence and domicil, so as 
to bo capable of being sued in a foreign country, must be capable, as long os it 
existed, of being sueu in the country of its origin (ibid., per Stirling, L.J., at 
p. 144). 

(c) Duncan's Trustee v. M'Cracken (1888), 25 So. L. E. 551 ; see also Re 
Smith's Trusts (1864), 10 L. T. 598 ; Re BadarVs Trusts (1870), L. E. 10 Eq, 
288. 

(/) A.-G. V. Campbell {\%Tl), L.E. 5 H.L. 524 (direction, by will of testator 
domiciled abroad, to British trustees to invest in British securities) ; Thompson 
V. Ijirch, [1876] W. N. 177, reversed, iWd, 278, C. A. (British trust^s, witn no 
such direction to them, but fund paid into court in tuis country ; per Bacon, 
V.-O., if the testator had been domiciled abroad (which, on appeal, he was hold 
not to be) the duty would have l)eon payable). It has been said, moreover, 
that where there is any fund standing in tnis country in the names of trustees, 
in Consols or other property which has a gua5t-local settlement, as Consols 
undoubtedly have, all the dividends having to be received in this country, and 
the persons who have to be dealt with in respect of it being persons residing in 
this country, that fund is subject to the duty (A.-G. v. Campbell, supra, per 
Lord Hatherley, L.C., at p. 528). 

(g) Lyall v. Lyall (1872), L. E. 15 Eq. 1 (at the time of the life tenant’s death 
the foi'eign property had not been remitted by the foreign executors to the 
British ^stecs, and the duW was held not to be payable) ; see also Re Smith's 
Trusts, suprOf per Stuart, V.-C., at p. 599 (there is a difference where the 
trustees of the fund are other than the trustees of the foreign will). 

(A) SemUe, the duty is payable even if the property is locally sitaate abroad 
at ue time of the life tenant’s death, providea that the British settlement has 
actually created. 

(♦*) Re Cigala's Settlement Trusts (1878), 7 Ch. D. 351. 

m Lyall v. LyaU, supra; Lord Advocate v. Oihson (1882), 20 Sc. L« E. 161 ; 
A.-G. v. Fdee (1894), 10 T. L. E. 337 ; A.-G. v. Jewish OtiConizaiion Associationf 
supra, 

(k) See note (d), p. 274, anU. 
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Bwji.l coTmtry(l) or abroad (m), Bucoession duty is chargeable upon the 
The death of a life tenant under the settlement, even though the 
Sneeession. property may then be locally situate abroad (m). 

377. Where a person domiciled abroad has not an absolute 
interest in, but merely a general testamentary power of appoint- 
ment over, personal property forming the subjwt of a British 
settlement (n), whether created by inter vivos disposition (o) or 
under a direction in a will (p), and the power is exercised, the 
property is chargeable with succession duty upon the appointor’s 
death, when the appointees become beneficially entitled in 
possession. 

378. It is immaterial, whatever the other circumstances, 
whether the person entitled upon the death is domiciled in this 
country or abroad (q), and whether he or the settlor was a British 
subject or an alien ( 7 -). 

Sect. 8. — Exceptions from the Charge oj Duty. 

Sub-Seot. 1 . — Intereata aurrendered, destroy ed^ or tranamitted» 

Interest 379. No person is chargeable with succession duty in respect of 

•urrendered, any interest surrendered by him, or extinguished, before the 
tTS' 1911^ May. 1863 («). 

milted. 


Exeroiae 
bj person 
domiciled 
abroad of 
general 
testamentary 
power over 
personal 
property 
snbiect to 
British 
settlement. 

Domicil of 
person 

entitled, and 
nationality 
of him or 
settlor. 


(l) See oases cited in note (/), p. 275, ante, 

(m) lie Oigala'a Settlement Truata (1878), 7 Ch. D. 351 ; A,‘G, t. Jewish 
Colonization Association, [1901] 1 K. B. 123, C. A. 

(n) See note (d), p. 274, ante. Semhle, the duty is payable whether the pro- 

a is looaUy situate iu this country or abroad at tne time of the appointor's 

. 

(o) lie Lovelace ^1859), 4 De O. & J. 340, 0. A. ; approved, Wallace v. A. -(7., 
Jevea v. Shadwelt (18G5), 1 Ch. App. 1, per Lord CRANWORTn, L.O., at 
p. 9. 

(o) lie Wcdlop'a Trust (1864), 1 De G. J. & Sm. 656, 0. A. ; approved, 
WaUace v. A.-G., Jevea v. Shadwdl, supra, per Lord Chanworth, L.C., at 
p. 9. The result is the same notwithstanding that the general power of 
appointment has taken effect upon a death after the 18th May, 1853, so that 
on making the appointment, the appointor is, under the Succession Duty Act, 
1853 (16 & 17 Viet. c. 51), s. 4, deemed to be entitled, at the time of exercising 
such power, to the property appointed {Be Wallop's Trust, supra), 

(q) Be Lovelace, supra; Be Badarfs Trusie (1870), L. B. 10 Eq, 288 ; Lyall y. 
Lyau (1872), L. B. 15 £q. 1 ; Be Cigala's Settlement Trusts, supra ; Lord Advocate 
V. Qihson (1882), 20 Sc. L. B. 161 ; A, 0 , v. FeUs (1894), 10 T. L* B. 337 ; 
V. Jewish Colonization Association, supra, 

(r) Where a person, whether a British subject or an alien, becomes entitled 
to property under a British settlement, vested in British trustees, he is liable to 
pay succession duty, whether the settlement was made by a British subject or 
an alien, whether it was made by deed or will, and wherever the prepay is 
locally situate {LyaU y. Lyall, su^, per Bouillt, M.B., at p. 10, stating the 
effect of the deoision of the H. L. in A.-G. v. GamplM (1872), L. B. 5 H. L. 524) ; 
see also JBe Lovelace, supra, oer Turner, L.J., at p. 352 ; Lord Advocate y. 
Gibson, supra, per the Lord Ordinary (M’Larsn), at p. 162. Li the following 
oases the settlor was an alien : — Be Badart'e Trusts, supra (long resident, how« 
ever, in this country); A.-O. y. JPelce, supra; A.-G. y. Jewish CUonizaium 
Association, supra. 

(«) Succession Duty Act, 1853 (16 ft 17 Yict. o. 51), s. 18. 
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Where, under a paramount power, the title to property ia Bwjt.s. 
divested and destroyed, any presumptive claim to succession duty Ezceptiona 
under the title so destroyed is defeated also (t). 

Where the interest of a successor in personal property has, 
before it has fallen into possession, passed by reason of death to 
another successor or successors, only one duty is payable in respect 
of the interest when it falls into possession (a). 

fc'UB-SECT. 2. — Where the Sueceesor ie also the Predecessor. 

380. A successor is not chargeable with duty upon a succession Snceearioa 
taken under a disposition made by himself, provided that the certain 
property was in possession when the disposition was made; and no 
person is to be charged with duty upon the termination of any snocessor 
charge, estate, or interest created by himself provided that the hi‘n«el/. 
property was in possession when the charge etc. was created {b). 

Sub-Sect. 3. — Where Money Considt ration given, 

381. There is no succession, as between vendor and purchaser, Possession 
in respect of property the right to possess which arises upon 

death under a contract bond fide made for valuable considera- ^ntr^tfor 
tion in money or money’s worth (c). * value in 

money etc# 


(0 As-Q, V. Selborne (EarJ), [1902] 1 K. B. 388,401, 0. A. (a joint general 
power of appointment which enabled the donees to create estates which could 
not be derived from those vested in them by default of appointment). If the 
estates that can be created imder the power, and those limited in default of 
appointment are co-extensive, quaere, an acceleration within the meaning of the 
Succession Duty Act, 1853 (16 & 17 Viet. c. 51), s. 15 (ibid., pfr Collins, M.ll., 
at p. 397). There may bo cases in which a power of appointment ought to be 
regarded as a superadded mode of disposition of the property which is subject 
to the power (ibid., per iStiulino, L.J., at p. 400). Compare also lie Warner's 
Settled Estates, Warner to Steel (1881), 17 Ch. 1). 711, per Jessbl, M.B., at 
p. 713 ; and see p. 294, post. 

(a) Succession Duty Act, 1853 (16 & 17 Viet. c. 51), s. 14. As to a legacy 
charged upon etc. real estate, which, in the case of a person dying on or after 
the let duly, 1888, is chargeable with succession duty as a succession to personal 
property (Customs and Inland Eovenue Act, 1888 (61 & 52 Viet. c. 8), s. 21 (2) ), 
compare A.-G. v. Cleave (^1873), 31 L. T. 86, whore, at p. 90, Biumwell, B., 
expressed great doubt whether, even supposing the legacy before the court 
could be dealt with as a succession under s. 14, the Crown would not be entitled 
to two duties. 

(b) Succession Duty Act, 1853 (16 & 17 Viet. c. 51), s. 12. 

(c) Floyer v. Bankes (1863), 3 De 0. J. & Sm. 306, per Lord Westbubt, L.O., 
at p. 311 ; Fryer v. Morlaud (1876), 3 Ch. D. 675, 682; Lord Advocate v. Fife 
(Earl) (1883), 21 Sc. L. B. 151. As to what is not a sale conferring exception 
from duty, see Floyer v. Bankes, supra ^release of possible future dower out of 
non -existing estates; secus, semhle, wiiere the right was presently existing 
(Lord Advocate v. Sidgwick (1877), 14 Sc. L. B. 522, per the Lord President 
(Inolis), at p. 526) ) ; De Bechberg v. Beeton (1888), 38 Ch. D. 192 (purchase of 
reversionary property by trustees of will out of trust estate) ; A.-G, y, Johnson^ 
[1903J 1 K. B. 617, 0. A. (pa 3 nnent of sum to a charity in consideration of lifo 
annuity of 5 per cent, to payer, and to his wife if she survived him). See also 
Succession Duty Act, 1853 (16 & 17 Viet. c. 51), s. 17 (bonds or contracts mai^ 
bond fide for y^uable oonsideration in money eto. for pa 3 rmenl of money etc. 
upon the death of any other person, and moneys payable under policies of life 
insurance to assured or his assignees, do not confer suooessions ; but secus &a to 
any disposition or devolution thereof, if otherwisesuch as to confer a succession). 
The exception from duty in s. 17 does not apply only to cases in which tbs 
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Sect. 8 . The valuable consideration need not represent the exact 
Exceptions value which the subsequent casualty of an early death may show 
from the the right to the property to have had (d). 

Charge Where the consideration is partial, and becomes payable upon 
death, the succession is diminished by the amount of the 
consideration so payable (e). 

The exception is excluded altogether where the valuable con- 
sideration given does not consist solely of money or money’s 
worth (/). 

Harrfage. Marriage, although a valuable consideration, is not a con- 
sideration in money or money’s worth, and property the right to 
possess which upon death arises under a contract in consideration 
of marriage is not excepted from duty, even in favour of persons 
coming directly within that consideration (p). The result is the 
same where, on a marriage, mutual obligations for the payment of 
money upon death are entered into (h). 

Leases at 382 . No succession duty is payable in respect of the increase 
rack rent. accruing to a successor upon the determination of a lease, provided 

that, at its date(t), it purported to be a lease at rack rent (A;). If 
anything more than the rent reserved by the lease, beyond what is 
ordinarily involved in the relation of landlord and tenant, is 
contracted to be given, unless it can be shown on the face of 
the lease that such additional contract could not be a burden on 
the lessee, the lease does not purport to be at a rack rent (Z). 

Sub-Sect. 4. — Where other Death Duty chargeable and exempted. 

Where the 383 . Succession duty is not chargeable under the will or intes- 
principai j^cy of a deceased person, where the net principal value of the 

ewtatodoee property, real and personal, in respect of which estate duty is 
not exceed payable on his death, exclusive of property settled otherwise than 
Al,0O). 


rolntion of debtor and creditor subsists {Oldfield v. Preston (18G2), 3 Do G. F. & 
J. 398, C. A., per Turner, L.J., at p, 419), but no duty cau attach in respect of 
what arises simply and merely from the contract {ihid.y at p. 418), as, c.y., tho 
benefit under a tontine (ibid,), Whei*e a father subscribes to a tontine in tho 
name of his son, there is an immediate advancement, and no succession is 
croated {ihid,^ at p. 419). As to the essential requisites of a contract which is 
not to create a succession, see Flayer v. Bunlces (18i)3), 3 De G. J. & Sm. 306, per 
Lord Westbury, L.C., at p. 313. It has been said that s. 17 was enacted ex 
cautelA (Fryer v. Morland (1876), 3 Oh. D. 675, per Jessel, M.E., atpp. 685, 
686 ). 

(d) Lord Advocate v. Fife (Earl) (1883), 21 So. L. R. 151, per the Lord Ordinary 
(Fraser), at p. 156. 

(0 JJrovm V. A.-G. (1898). 79 L. T. 672, H. L. 

(/) A.-G. V. Jtathaonnell (1893), 32 L. B. Ir. 674, per Palles, O.B., at 
p. 593. 

(g) Flayer v. Bankee^ supra, per Lord Westbury, L.C., at p. 312. 

(A) Lord Advocate Y, Sidgwick (1877), 14 So. L. B. 522 ; A.-G. y, Rathdonnell, 
supra, 

(?) Sembh, leases in which rents are reserved to commence from a future date 
are excluded from the exception (A.-G. t. Longford, [1909] 2 L U, 436, per 
Palles, O.B., at p. 442). 

(A) Succession Duty Act, 1853 (16 & 17 Yict. o. 511, s. 20. A rack rent is a 
rent of the full value of the tenement or near it (2 Bl. Com. 43). 

(I) A.-G. T. Longford, supra, per Palles, C.B., at p. 443. 



Pabt V. — SuccacssioN Durr. 


n» 


bv his will, does not exceed dBl,000, and estate duty has been paid swr. 8. 
upon such value (m). Ss* 

384. In the case of successors, whose succession arises through Charge 
devolution by law before the 80th April, 1909, or, if it arises under 

a disposition, where the first succession under the disposition Exemption 
arises before that date (n), and who are lineal ancestors or lineal from the 
issue of the predecessor, or husbands or wives of persons so related, ^ 
the exemption from succession duty where estate duty has been cLtlraieof 
paid applies generally, without regard to the value of the estate, and suoc^ioa 
whether the property is settled or not (o), and, in the case of such 
successors, where the property is settled, and the estate duty has (i)“upoii 
been paid in respect of it since the date of the settlement, the the property 
exemption continues to apply until the death of a person on whose » 
death estate duty would be again payable if the property then 
passed (p). 

In the case of any such successor, who dies before becoming ( 2 ) in the 
entitled in possession, the payment of estate duty in his estate 
upon the value of his expectant interest in property comprised in a SSate.* 
settlement (q) satisfies the claim for succession duty under the 
settlement upon the subsequent death of the life tenant in respect 
of such interest (r). 

385. In cases where, although succession duty under the Other caaei. 
Succession Duty Act, 1863 («), is payable, notwithstanding that 

estate duty is also chargeable, the additional succession duty 
imposed by the Customs and Inland Kevenue Act, 1888 (t), is 
not payable OO* 

No person charged with the duties on legacies and shares 


(m) Finance Act, 1894 (57 & 58 Vict. c. 30), s. 16 (3). The payment of the 
fixed duty of 305. on the affidavit or inventory in conformity with the Customs 
and Inland Revenue Act, 1881 (4*1 & 45 Vict. c. 12), s. 33 (t.c., in the case of 
persons dj;ing before 2nd August, 1894), is to be deemed to be in full satisfaction 
of any claim to succession duty in respect of the estate or effects (e.y., leosoboMs) 
to which such affidavit etc. relates (Customs and Inland Revenue Act, 1881 
(44 & 45 Vict c. 12), s. 36). 

(n) Finance (1909-10) Act, 1910 (10 Edw. 7, c. 8), s. 58 (2). (4). 

fo) Finance Act, 1894 (67 & 58 Vict. c. 30), s. 1, and Sebed. 1. (3), (5). 

(p) I hid*, s. 5 (2); as amended by Finance Act, 1898 (61 & 62 Vict. c, 10). 
I. 13. 

E See p. 197, anfe. 

Finance Act, 1894 (57 & 58 Vict o. 30), s. 1, and Sebed. L (5). If the 
duty is not ^id upon the full value of the reversioner’s interest in conse- 
quence of the deduction of debts etc. in bis estate, smhU, the proportionate 
claim for succession duty under the settlement revives accordingly (compare Rord 
Advocate v. Mackenzie'a Trustees (1905), 42 Sc. L. B. 584). Wnere ine rever- 
sioner under the settlement died prior to the 2nd August, 1894, the payment of 
probate du^, under the Customs and Inland Revenue Act, 1881 (44 & 45 Vict. 
c. 12), in bis estate, in respect of bis interest in the personal property, including 
leasenold property, comprised in such settlement, satisfies the claim for 
succession duty at I or 1^ per cent under the settlement, upon the life tenant’a 
death, in respm of such interest Uhid,, ss. 36, 41 ; Be Eaygarth's Trusts (1883). 
22 Cb. D. 645). 
is) 16 A 17 Vict c. 61, s. 10. 
m 61 & 52 Vict c. 8, B. 21 (1). 

{u) Finance Act 1S94 (57 & 58 Vict o. 30), e. and Sebed. L (8). 
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of personal estate (a) under the Legacy Duty Acts in force on the 
19th May, 1853 (5), is chargeable with succession duty in respect 
of the same acquisition of the same property (c). 

Succession duty is not payable by any person in respect of a 
succession who, if it were a legacy bequeathed to him by the 
predecessor, would be expressly (if) exempted from the payment of 
duty in respect of it under the Legacy Duty Acts in force on the 
19th May, 1858(c). 


Sub-Sect. 5. — Small Succesaiona, 

386. Where the whole succession or successions derived from 
the same predecessor and passing upon any death to any person or 
persons do not amount in money or principal value to £100, no 
succession duty is payable in respect of any portion thereof (/). 

Sub-Sect. 6. — Property not yielding Income. 

387. Where a succession comprises any articles of plate, furni- 
turo or other things, not yielding any income, and given to or for 
the benefit of, or so that they are enjoyed by, different persons 
in succession, no succession duty is payable while they are so 
enjoyed in kind only by any person or persons not having any 
power of selling or disposing of them, so as to convert them into 
money or other property yielding an income (g). 

(a) Where the death of the testator occurred before the let July, 1888, such 
duties would extend to legacies out of real property, or to the proceeds of the 
sale of real property arising under a trust for, or power of, conversion in his will 
(Stamp Act, 1815 (65 Geo. 3, o. 184), Sched., rart III. : Eevenue Act, 1845 
(8 & 9 Viet. c. 76), 8. 4). 

{l\ Succession Duty Act, 1853 (16 & 17 Viet, c. 61), s. 1. 

(c) Ihid,t 8. 18. Accordingly, where, upon the death of a life tenant under a 

settlement, the property comprised therein, or some portion thereof, passes to 
legatees or next of kin of the person originally entitled under the settlement, or 
his assignee, and there is, therefore, a presumptive claim for succession duty 
under the settlement and a claim fur legacy duty under the dead person’s will 
or intestacy, in respect of the same property, the claim for succession duty on 
such property is displaced by the claim for legacy duty (i4.-G. v. LittledaJe 
(1871), L. E. 5 H. L. 290, 301 ; Wolverton [Baron) v. [1898] A. 0. 635). 

if the legacy duty is not paid upon the full value of the dead person’s interest 
in consequence of the deduction of debts etc. in his estate, aemble, the propor- 
tionate claim for succession duty under the settlement revives accordingly 
(compare Lord Advocate v. Mackenzie^a Truateea (1905), 42 Sc. L, B, 584). If the 
beneficiary is not expressly “charged” with legacy duty, aemhlet the claim for 
succession duty is unaffected. As to what is not the same acquisition of the 
same property, see v. Mitchell (1881), 6 Q. B, D. 648 (legacy duty paid 

on death of testator before 1853, and succession duty payable on death, after 
1853, of donee of general power exercised by deed). 

(d) A.-6f. v. Fitzjohn (1867), 2 H. & N. 465, 475. 

(c) Succession Duty Act, 1853 (16 & 17 Viet. c. 51), s. 18 ; see Stamp Act, 
1815 (55 Geo. 3, c. 184), Sched., Part III. ; Legacy Duty Act, 1799 (39 Geo. 3. 
0. 73), 8. 1 ; and pp. 239—242, ante, 

(/) Succession Duty Act, 1863 (16 & 17 Viet c. 61), a 18. 'Where the death 
occurred prior ip the let June, 1889, and the whole of the property comprised 
in such succession etc. amounted to £100 or upwards in principal value, any 
individual succession forming part thereof, the taxable value of which was lew 
than £20, was not liable to succession duty (ibid.). The exemption was withdrawn 
by the Customs and Inland Bevenue Act, 1889 (62 & 63 Viet. c. 7), a 10 (2). 

(g) Legacy Duty Act, 1796(36 (}eo. 3, o. 62), s. 14, incorporate in Saccesrion 
Duty Act, 1863 (16 17 Viet c. 61), a 32. 
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In the case of objects which appear to the Treasury to be of 
national, scientific, historic, or artistic interest, the duty is only 
chargeable when the property is sold, and then only in respect of 
the last death on which the property passed (/t). 

No succession duty is payable in respect of an advowson or 
church patronage comprised in a succession until the same, or 
some right of j^resentation, or some other interest in or out of the 
advowson etc., is disposed of by the successor or in concert with 
him for money or money’s worth (i). 

No succession duty is payable in respect of timber, trees, or wood 
growing on land comprised in an estate in respect of which estate 
duty is payable on the death of a person dying after the 29th April, 
1910, until sold (/). 

Nor, in cases not governed by this provision, is any succession 
duty payable in respect of the proceeds of the sale of timber etc. 
comprised in a succession (in cases where the duty is payable 
annually upon sale moneys) where the sales, after deduction of 
all necessary outgoings of the year, do not exceed in value £10 not 
in any one year (k). 

Sub-Sect. 1,— Money applied to Payment oj Duty, 

388. Succession duty is not payable upon money applied to the 
payment of duty on a succession according to a trust for that 
purpose (/). 

Sub-Sec r. 8 . — Early Cesser of Limited Interest, 

389. In the case of a successor to real property, of which he is 
not competent to dispose, who dies within four and a halt years of 
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Exceptions 
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until 

disposed ot 


Growing 
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(/») Finance Act, 1896(59 & GO Viet c. 28), s. 20; Finance (1909-10) Acti 
1910 (10 £dw. 7, c. 8), s. 63; see also note p. 202, ante, 

(i) Succession Duty Act, 1853 (16 & 17 Viet. c. 61), s. 24. A right of pre- 
sentation cannot now be transferred (Benefices Act, 1898 (61 & 62 Viet. c. 48). 
e.l(lKb)). 

(/) Finance (1909-10) Act, 1910 (10 Edw. 7, c. 8), s. 61 (5). 

{k) Succession Duty Act, 1853 (16 & 17 Viet. o. 51), s. 23. Where the 
successor is competent to dispose of the property, see note (/c), p. 288, post, 

(/) Ihid,t 8. 18. A Section in a will to pay all legacies free of legacy duty 
does not cover succession duty in respect of a bequest of leaseholds {Be Johnston^ 
Cockerell v. Essex {Earl) (1884), 26 Ch. D. 538, 554). A direction to pay out of 
residue all legacy duty and succession duty in respect of “ legacies” and 
annuities’’ dues not cover the succession duty in respect of a life interest in real 
estate {Be King's Trusts (1892), 29 L. E. Ir. 401). A direction to pay ront- 
charges ** without any deductions except for legacy duty and income tax ” does 
not coyer succession duty where that duty and not legacy duty is chargeable (/fs 
Eayer, Bayer v. Bayer, [1903] 1 Ch. 685). A direction to pay a jointure 
“ without any deduction or abatement whatsoever ” for “ taxes ” etc. entitles 
the jointress to receive the jointure without deduotion for succession duty 
{Fkyer v. Banhes (1863), 3 De O. J. & 8m. 306, 316). A direction to raise a 
** net ” sum means that the succession duty char^ble in respect of such sum 
is to be provided out of another part of the appomted property {Be Saunders, 
Saunders v. Gore, [1898] 1 Ch. 17, C. A.). A weotion by a testator to pay out 
of a particular fund the succession duty payable **in con^uenoe of his death** 
covers the succession duty chargeable on property of which he was tenant for 
life (PouUtt {Earl) v. Hood (1866), 3d Boav. 234, 243). See also note (/), p. 296, 
fMsf ; and p. 240, ante. 
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Estate and Other Death Duties. 

becoming entitled to the beneficial enjo.yment of the property, so 
much of the duly as, at the time of his death, has not become 
payable ceases to be payable (wt). 

It is so, also, in the case of a successor to an annuity out of, 
or life interest (chargeable by way of annuity) in, personal property, 
whose interest ceases by the death of any person before four years’ 
payments of the annuity or income have become due andjpayable (n). 

Sect. 4. — Bates of Duty. 

890. The degree of relationship subsisting between the “suc- 
cessor” and the “predecessor” determines the rate of duty chargeable 
in respect of the succession (o). 

391. The rates of succession duty in respect of successions arising 
through devolution by law before the 80th April, 1909, and in 
respect of successions arising under dispositions, where the first suc- 
cession under the disposition arises before that date (p), and where 
the property is chargeable with estate duty, are as follows (q ) : — 

In the case of lineal issue, or of a lineal ancestor, of the predecessor, 
there is no succession duty (r). In the case of a brother or sister, or 
of a descendant of a brother or sister, of the predecessor, the rate of 
succession duty is 8 per cent. In the case of a brother or sister of 
the father or mother or of a descendant of a brother or sister of 
the father or mother of the predecessor, the rate is 5 per cent. In 
the case of a brother or sister of a grandfather or grandmother, or 
of a descendant of a brother or sister of a grandfather or grand- 
mother, of the predecessor, the rate is 6 per cent. In the case of a 


(m) Succ^sion Duty Act, 1853 (16 & 17 Viet. c. 51), s. 21. Where the 
BucoeBsion is upon a death occurring before the 2ud August, 1894, and the 
Buccessor is competent, i.c., in point of quantity of interest (A.-O. v. Hullttt 
(1857), 2 H. & hr. 368), to dispose by will of a continuing interest in the real 
property, the instalments unpaid at his death do not cease to be payable, but 
constitute a continuing charge on his interest in the property in exoneration of 
his other property, and are payable by the owner for uie time being of that 
interest (ouccession Duty Act, 1853 (16 & 17 Viet. c. 51), b. 21; Customs and 
Inland Eeveuue Act, 1888 (51 & 52 Viet c. 8), b. 22 (3) (a) ). A successor is 
competent to dispose etc. if the interest to which he succeeds has in it a poten- 
tiality which rimns into a power to dispose by will (Lit ford (Lord) v. A. -(7. 
(1867), L. E. 2 H. L. 63, 71 (a tenant in tail who disentailed and owned the fee 
simple at his death) ). 

(n) Succession Duty Act, 1853 (16 & 17 Viet. c. 51), s. 32, embodying liOgacy 
Duty Act, 1790 (36 Qeo. 3, c. 52), ss. 8, 12 ; see p. 242, ante, 

(o) Succession Duty Act, 1853 (16 & 17 Viet. c. 51), s. 10. 

(p) Finance (1909-10) Act, 1910 (10 Edw. 7, c. 8). s. 68 (4). 

(</} Succession Duty Act, 1853 (16 & 17 Viet. o. 51), s. 10 ; Finance Act, 
1894 (57 & 58 Viet. o. 30), s. 1, and Sched. I. (3). 

(r) One per cent, duty is imposed by the Succession Duty Act, 1853 (16 d; 17 
Viot. c. 51), 8. 10, but it is not payable under the will or intestacy of the 
deceased, or under his disposition or any devolution from him under which 
respectively estate duty has been paid, or under any other disposition under 
which estate duty has been paid (Finance Act, 1894 (57 & 58 Viet. c. 30), s. 1, 
and Sched. 1. (5) ). And the one per cent, duty is not payable in respect of any 
succession to property (e.y., leaseholds) accordiDg to the value whereof (t.e., in 
the case of persons dying before the 2nd August, 1894) duty has been paid on 
the affidavit, or inventory, or account, in conformity with the Customs and 
Inland Bevenue Act, 1881 (44 & 45 Viet. o. 12) (ibid., s. 41). 
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perflon in any other degree of oollaterri consangnini^ to the pre- 
decessor, or in the case of a stranger in blood («) to him, the rate x« 

i^ere, however, the propertjr is not chargeable with estate duty, 
succession duty at 1 per cent., with an additional } ^r cent, making 
1 J per cent, together, is chargeable in the case of lineal issue, or ol 
a lineal ancestor, of the predecessor, and in the ease of a person more 
distantly related to the predecessor, or in the case of a stranger in 
blood to him, an additional IJ per cent is chargeable over and 
above the rates set out in the last paragraph (t). 

392 . Where the succession arises through devolution by law^ on 
or after the 30th April, 1909, or, if it arises under a disposition. 


(a) Natural cliildreii, not legitimated, even if acknowledged by the father, 
are chargeable with duty as strangers in blood {Atkinson v. Anderson (1882), 21 
Ch. D. 10(y, Seats, semhh, if legitimated according to the law of tho father's 
domicil {Jte QreyU Trusts, Grey v. Stamford, [18921 3 Ch. 88). See also, 
on this point, note (d), p. 243, ante. Prior to the JDeceased Wife's Sister's 
Marriage Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 47), this rate was operative in the case of the 
sister of a deceased wife, with whom the husband had gone through the fonn 
of maniage, unless there was such a blood relationship betweon the sucoessor 
and the predeceMor as to load to the payment of a lower rate. 

(t) The additional duties at the rates of J per cent, and IJ per cent, 
respectively were imposed by tho Customs and Inland Eovenuo Act, 1888 
(51 & 52 Viet. c. 8), 8. 21 (1), in respect of every succession roforrod to in 
tho Succession Duty Act, 1853 (16 & 17 Viet, c, 61), s. 10, and in respect of 
every legacy which, under s. 21 (2) of tho Customs and Inland ]^venue Act, 

1888 (51 & 52 Viet. c. 8), is a succession to personal property, upon tho death 
of any person dying on or after the 1st July, 1888. The additional duty, how- 
ever, is not payable upon the interest of a successor in leaseholds passing to 
him by will or devolution by law, or in property included in an account 
according to the value whereof duty is payable under the Customs and Inland 
Ec venue Act, 1881 (44 & 45 Viet, c, 12) (proviso to s. 21 (1) of the Customs and 
Inland Eevonue Act, 1888 (51 & 52 Viet. c. 8)), and gilts for charitable pur- 
poses wore not subject thereto (Succession Duty Act, 1853 (16 & 17 Viet. o. 51), 
8. 16 ; Lord Advocate v. Marshall (1893), 30 Sc. L. R. 599). In the case of succes- 
sions upon deaths occurringon or alter the Ist June, 1889, and before the let June, 
1896, where estate duty under tho Einance Act, 1894 (57 & 68 Viet. c. 30), is 
not chargeable (compare ibid., s. 1, and Sched. I. (4) ), temporary estate duty is 
payable in addition to tho succession duty (Customs and Inland Eoveniie Act, 

1889 (52 & 53 Viet. c. 7), s. 6 (4), (7) ) — (A) where the value of any succession, 
chargeable with succession duty, exceeds £10,000, and (B) whore the value of 
any succession to real property under tho will or intestacy of any nerson so 
dying, chargeablo with succession duty, does not exceed £10,000, out such 
value, together with the value of any other benoht taken by the successor under 
such will etc., exceeds £10,000 {ibid., s. 6 (1)). The temporary estate duty, 
however, is not payable as an addition to the succession duty upon the value of 
leaseholds passing by will or devolution by law, or of property in respect of 
which temporary estate duty has been paid as an addition to account duty 
(Customs and Inland Revenue Act, 1889 (62 & 63 Viet. c. 7), s. 6 (3) ). In tbo 
case of a succession conferred uxx)n a person for life, and afterwards upon 
others liable to tho same rate of succession duty, the temporary estate duty is 
payable, if the succession exceeds £10,000 in value, notwithstanding that tho 
respective interests of the beneficiaries, taken separately, may not exceed that 
value respectively {A.-G. v. Ahwdare {Lord), [1892] 2 a B. 684, 693). Tho 
rate of the temporary estate dutv is £l for every full sum of £100, and for any 
fraction of £100 over any multiple of £100, of the value of the succession 
(Customs and Inland Revenue Act, 1889 (62 & 63 Viet. c. 7), s, 6 (2)1. As to 
iemporory estate duty, generally, see Costoms and Inland Eevenue Act, 1339 
(62 & 63 Viet a 7), as. 6—9. 
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where the first succession under the disposition arises on or after 
that date, the rate of duty in the case of lineals is 1 per cent. {%)* 
and it is so also in the case of the husband or wife of the pre- 
decessor in) (who, prior to that date, were specifically excepted from 
the duty {v ) ). In the case of other persons, 5 per cent, is substituted 
tor 8 per cent., and 10 per cent, for 6 per cent, and 6 per cent. (w). 

The 1 per cent, duty last referred to is not, however, levied: 
(1) Where the principal value of the property passing on the death 
of the deceased (ie., in the case of a succession arising through 
devolution by law, the person on whose death the succession arises, 
and in the case of a succession arising under a disposition, the 
person on whose death the first succession thereunder arises (a)), in 
respect of which estate duty is payable (other than property in 
which the deceased never had an interest, and property of which 
the deceased never was competent to dispose, and which on his 
death passes to persons other than the husband or wife, or a lineal 
ancestor or descendant of the deceased) does not exceed £15,000, 
whatever may be the value of the succession (1)) ; or (2) where the 
amount or value of the succession or legacy, together with any 
other successions, legacies, residue, or share thereof (c), derived by 
the same person from the predecessor, testator, or intestate, does 
not exceed £1,000, whatever may be the principal value of such 
property (d) ; or (8) where the person taking the succession is the 
widow, or a child under twenty-one, of the predecessor, and the 
amount etc. of the succession etc., together with etc., does not exceed 
£2,000, whatever etc. (c). 

393. Any successor who has been married to a person of nearer 
consanguinity to tlie predecessor pays the same rate of duty only as 
such person would have been chargeable with (/). 

Where property becomes subject to a trust for any charitable 
or public purposes under any disnosition which, if made in favour 
of an individual, would confer on nim a succession, duty at tho rate 
of 10 per cent. (^) is payable in respect of the proiierty (//). 


(tf) Fiiiance (1909-10) Act, 1910 (10 Edw. 7, c. 8), b. 68 (2), (4). Tho duty is 
to be paid uotwithsiauding any repeal effected by or anj’thing contained in the 
Finance Act, 1894 (67 & 68 Viet. c. 80) (except a. 16 (3) thereof), or any other 
Act (Finance (1909-10) Act, 1910 (10 Mw. 7. c. 8), s. 68 (2) ). The provision 
saving bond purchasers and moi-tgagees, for value in money or money^s 
worth, of an interest in expectancy, before the 30th April, 1909, which obtains 
in the case of the increasea estate duty under the Finance (1909-10) Act, 1910 
(10 Edw. 7, 0 . 8), s. 64 (see p. 206, ante), obtains also in the case of the increased 
succession duty a. 64}. 

(v) See note (c), p. 280, and note (f), p. 242, ante, 

(u;) Finance (1909-10) Act, 1910 (10 Edw. 7, c. 8), s. 68 (1), (4). As to 
purenasers and mortgagees, see note (u), supra, 

(a) Ibid., s. 68 (3). 

(b) Ibid,, B. 68 (2) (proviso) (a). 

14 Ibid., 8. 68 (3). 

fa) IbuL, fi. 68 (2) (proviso) (b). 

(e) Ibid., 8. 68 (2) (proviso) (c). 

(/) Suooesaion Duty Act, 1863 (16 & 17 Yici c. 61), 8. 11. 

(a) See iiote(Q, p. 283, ante. 

(ft) Suooeesion Duty Act, 1863 (10 & 17 Vio t. o. 61), 8. 10. See titleo 
CUAOITIXS, Vol. IV., p. 206 ; €k>BPOEATiON8, VoL VnL, p. 378. 
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Where any person takes a succession under a disposition 
by himself, then, if at the date of the disposition he was entitled 
to the property comprised in the succession expectantly on the 
death of any person dying after the 18tli May, 1858, and such 
person dies during the continuance of the disposition, he is charge- 
able with duty on his succession at the same rate as he would have 
been chargeable with if no such disposition had been made (i). 


6eot. 4. 
Bates of 
Duty. 

Where the 
BuoceBsor 
is also 
predecessor. 


394. Where the interest of any successor in any personal Transmitted 
property has, before he has become entitled to it in possession, s^ccessioM 
passed by reason of death to any other successor or successors, the 
duty is to be at the highest rate which, if every such successor had 
been subject to duty, would have been payable by any one of 
them (j). 

If any succession has, before the successor has become entitled Transferred 
to it, or to the income of it, in possession, become vested by 
alienation, or by any title not conferring a new succession, in any 
other person, then the duty payable in respect of the succession is 
to be paid at the same rate as it would have been payable at if no 
such alienation had been made or derivative title created (/c). 

Where the title to any succession is accelerated by the surrender Succession 
or extinction of any prior interest, then the duty on the succession accelerated, 
is payable in the same manner as it would have been payable if no 
such acceleration had taken jdace(0. 

If under conflicting titles there are rival claimants to a deceased Compromise 
person’s real property, and the claimants agree to a compromise, conflicting 
the liability to succession duty does not follow tlie compromise, but 
depends upon the rights of the parties under the title which is 
permitted to stand (m). 


(i) Succession Duty Act, 1853 (16 & 17 Viet. c. 61), s. 12 ; and see v. 
Sibthorp (1858), 3 IL & N. 424; Brayhroohe (Lord) v. A,-(}, (1861), 9 H, L. 
Cas. 150; A.-Q, v. Floyer (1862), 9 li. L, Cas. 477 ; and compare Lord Advocate 
V. Constable's Trustees (1880), 17 Sc. L. R. 611 (substituted security by now 
disposition). 

(;) Succession Duty Act, 1853 (16 & 17 Viet. c. 51), s. 14. The claim to 
succession duty under the original title may, however, be defeated by a claim 
to legacy duty under a derivative title (see note (c), p. 280, ante), 

(Jc) Ibid., B. 15. The time of the alienation fixes the rate (8.-0, v. Law 
Rcversi(mary hitereet Society (1873), L. R. 8 Exch. 233, ^er Cleasby, B., at 
p. 239). Where on the 19th May, 1853, any reversiona^ “ properly ** 
expectant on death was vested, by alienation or other derivative title, in any 
other person than tho person who was originally entitled thereto under a 
disposition or devolution oy law, the person in whom such property was vested 
is chargeable with duty in respect thereof as a succession at the same time and 
at the same rate as the person originally entitled would have been chargeable 
with if no such alienation had been made or derivative title created (Succession 
Duty Act, 1853 (16 & 17 Viet. c. 51), s. 15). Compare A,-0. v. Rushton (1864), 
2 11. & 0. 812 (an heir.at>law treated as alienee of his ancestor in respect of 
real property expectant on the death of a life tenant ; but compare Succession 
Duly Act, 1853 (16 & 17 Viet. c. 51), s. 5). If the person originally entitled 
would not have l^n chargeable with duty, this part of the section is not applio* 
able (Re Jenkinsen (1857), 24 Beav. 64 ; A.-C?. v. Yelverion. (1861), 7 H. « N. 
806; A,^Q. v. Gardner (1863), 1 H. & 0, 639). 

8 Succession Duty Act, 1853 (16 & 17 Viet. o. 51), s. 15. 

) Lord Advocate v. Gordon (1895), 32 Sc. L. R 532; Lord Advocate ▼. 
Oyruiide Trueteee (1905), 12 Scots Law Times, 690. In both cases, a disputed 
will was, on a compromise with the heir, which was sanctioned by the c(mrt« 
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Sect. 6. — Value ChargeahU* 

Sub-Sect. U^Orast Value. 

895. The value (n) for the purpose of succession duty of a 
succession to real property arising on the death of a person dying 
after the 1st August, 1894, is, where the successor is competent to 
dispose of the property within the meaning of the Finance Act, 
1894 (o), the principal value of the property (p), ascertained in the 
same manner as it would be under the provisions of that Act for the 
purpose of estate duty (q), after deducting the estate duty payable 
in respect of it on the death, and the expenses (if any) properly 
incurred of raising and paying the duty (r). 

Where any body corporate, company, or society become entitled 
as successors to any real property, the duty in respect of the property 
is to be assessed upon its principal value (s). 

Where property becomes subject to a trust for any charitable 
or public purposes under a disposition which, if made in favour of 
an individual, would confer on him a succession, the amount or 
principal value of the property is the value chargeable with duty (f). 


Where the 
dnty is 
chargeable 
for the 
•UCCC880r*8 
life, or for 
a lose period. 


396. Subject as above and to the exceptions stated later (u), 
the interest of every successor in real property is to be considered 
to be of the value of an annuity equal to the annual value (w) of 


allowed to stand. In the first case, the action was against the heir who got the 
property, and in the second case, against the trustees of the will who parted with 
it. Ss. 37 and 39 of the Succession Duty Act, 1853 (16 & 17 Viet. c. 61), do not 
apply, although it would be otherwise as to s. 37, where the duty was paid and 
the will was afterwards set aside (Lord Advocate v. Christie's Trustees (1905), 12 
Scots Law Times, per the Lord Ordinary (Stokmonth Darling), at p. 693). If 
the property is personal, and the succession is compounded for etc., the Legacy 
Duty Act, 1796 (36 Geo. 3, c. 52), s. 23, incorporated in the Succession Duty 
Act, 1853 (16 & 17 Viet. o. 51), s. 32, applies ; see pp. 244, 249, ante, 

(n) The principle underlying the whole statute is that when a person comes 
into possession of property on a death, the beneficial interest in it which then 
accrues to him, or the increase of benefit which then accrues to him, is the 
whole property which he so comes into posseesion of, and not the difierence in 
value between that property and the value of an estate or interest he may have 
had in it before he came into possession of it (A.-G. v. Noyes (1881), 8 Q. B. D. 
125, 0. A., per Lindley, J., at p. 132). 

(o) See p. 185, ante, 

(p) Finance Act, 1894 (67 & 58 Viet. o. 30), s. 18 (1). 
q) Ibid., B. 18 (2) ; see p. 207, ante. 

V) Ibid., B. 18 jl). 

(«) SuooeBsion Duty Act, 1853 (16 & 17 Viot. o. 51), s. 27. And it is so, also, 
where the corporation is successor by alienation (8.-G. v. Law Reversionary 
Interest fheiety (1873), L. E. 8 Exdi. 233, 239). 

(f) SucccBsion Davy Act, 1853 (16 & 17 Viet c. 51), s. 16. 

(u) See pp. 287 — ^289, post 

(w) The value most be ascertained at the time of the accruer of the succession, 
and when the property is at that time yielding or capable of yielding nnii uM 
income the full present actual yearly value of the property in its exieSng state 
or mode of enjoyment is the suDject of assessment (A.-G. v. Sejfton (Earl) (1865), 
11 H. L, Oas. 257, per Lord WssTbUBT, L.O., at p. 268). If the succession at 
the time of accruer neither yields nor is capable of yielding in its existing stato 
any annual income, but yetis saleable, qwtrt whether the property whibh forms 
the succession has not an annual value within the meaning the Act, namely, 
ai value equal to interest at 8 per cent, on the sum that might have been 
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such property, after making each allowances as are hereinafter Sect. 5. 
mentioned (x), and payable from the date of his becoming entitled Value 
to it in possession, or to the receipt of the income or profits of it, Chargeable, 
during the residue of bis life, or for any less period during which 
he is entitled to it(^), valued according to the tables provided for 
that purpose (r). 

Tliis rule applies equally to a purchaser or mortgagee to whom. Where 
before the 2nd August, 1894, an interest in expectancy, within inter^in 
the meaning of the Finance Act, 1894(a), in real property, was 
bond fide sold or mortgaged for full consideration in money or before 2nd 
money’s worth (i), notwithstanding that he may become beneficially *A.uguat, 1S94, 
entitled in possession upon a death after that date, and may be 
competent to dispose of the property (c). 

397. Where a successor, upon a death after the 1st August, Aminal Talne 
1894, succeeds to agricultural property, within the meaning of the aL^cuU^ral 
Finance Act, 1894 (d), where there is no expectation of an increased pro^rtj. 
income from the property, its annual value for the purpose of suc- 
cession duty is to be arrived at in the same manner (e) as, under 
the provisions of that Act, for the purpose of estate duty (/). 

^ Where an advowson or church patronage is comprised in a succes- Advowtooi 
sion, and it, or some right of presentation, or some other interest in church 
or out of it, is disposed of by or in concert with the successor for 
money or money’s worth, the successor is chargeable with duty 
upon the amount or value of the money etc. Qj). 

Where an estate in respect of which estate duty is payable on the Rule as to 
death of a person dying after the 28th April, 1910, comprises land timber, 
on which timber, trees, or wood are growing, succession duty is 
payable on the sale moneys (if any) of such timber etc. as in the 
case of estate duty (//)• 

realised if the property bad been sold at the time of the accruing of the 
succession {ibid.) ; so, also, per Lord Chelmsfobd at pp. 278, 279). See 
also Lord Advocate y. Bucdeuch {Duke) (1888), 25 So. L. B. 249 (unlet shootings 
have an annual value). 

See p. 289, post. 

The successor, although entitled in fee simple, is, in such cases, charged 
only on an annuity commensurate with his personal meni{NoTthu7nherland 
(Duke) V. ^.-(7., fl905] A 0. 406, p«r Lora Davey, at p. 416). 

(«) Succession Duty Act, 1853 (16 & 17 Viet. c. 51), ss. 21, 31, and Sebed. 

This rule applies also where the successor is competent to dispose of theproperty^ 
if the succession arose on a death before the 2Qd August, 1894. 

(o) See p. 186, ante. 

fM Finance Act, 1894 (57 & 58 Viet. c. 30), s. 21 (3); see p. 196, ante. 

(c) The age of such purchaser or mortgagee at the date when he becomes 
entitled in possession forms the basis for calculating the life interest value 
{Norihumhertand (Duke) v. A.-U., [1905] A 0. 406, per Lord Dayby, at 
p. 419), 

id) Finance Act, 1894 (57 & 58 Vici c. 30) ; see p, 208, ante. 

le) See p. 208, ante. 

l f) Finance Act, 1894 (57 & 58 Viet. c. 30), s. 18 (2). 

(g) Succession Duty Act, 1833 (16 A 17 Viet. o. 61), s. 24. Sernbh, the duty 
is only char^ble in the event of a sale, even where the succession arose on a 
death after Sie 1st August, 1894, and the successor is competent to dispose of 
it, within the meaning of the Finanoe Act, 1894 (57 ft 58 Viet c. 30) ; see 
pp. 202, 281, ante. 

(h) Finance (1909-10) Act, 1910 (10 Edw. 7, o. 8), s. 61 (5) ; see p. 213, 
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Subject to the above, where growing (t) timber, trees or wood, not 
being coppice of underwood (j), are comprised in a succession (A:), 
duty is to be paid upon the successor’s interest in the net moneys 
received from any sales (1) of it in those cases in which, after 
deducting all necessary outgoings (m) for the year, the net moneys 
exceed the sum of iSlO in any one year (n). 

The rateable value to the poor of the land itself is not separately 
chargeable with duty as forming part of the annual value of 
the succession (o). But where there is any rent or value derived 
from the land, other than that which arises from the sale of 
wood, it is liable to duty as part of the annual value of the 
succession (p). 

Where a successor, entitled to any real property subject to any 
lease by reason whereof he is not presently entitled to the full 
enjoyment of it, has not paid duty in respect of the full yearly 
value of the property, he is chargeable with duty upon his 
interest in any fine or other consideration received during his 
life for the renewal of any such lease or the grant of any 
reversionary lease of the property {q). 

The yearly value of any manor, opened (r) mine, or other real 
property of a fluctuating yearly income, is either to be calcu- 
lated upon the average profits or income derived from it, after 
deducting all necessary outgoings, during such a number of 
preceding years as shall be agreed upon for this purpose between 
the Commissioners and the successor, before the first payment of 
duty on the succession becomes due, or, if no such period is agreed 
upon, then the principal value of the property is to be ascertained, 
and its annual value is to be considered to be equal to interest 
calculated at the rate of 8 per cent, per annum on the amount of 
the principal value (s). 

In the case of moneys to arise from the sale of real property 


(f) II, M, Advocate v. Aiha {Marquis) (1881), 19 Sc. L. R. 28, per the Lord 
Ordinary (CuERlEniix), at p. 29. 

(i) Coppice of underwood is capable of being regularly cut, and of yielding an 
income not necessarily fluctuating (ibid,). 

{k) Semhle^ if the duly is chargeable upon the principal value of the property 
comprised in the succession, the value of any timber, trees or wood growing on 
the property would bo included in such value, and further claims for duty on 
the sales of timber would not arise. 

{1) The duty on timber is, however, imposed from the death, and not upon 
the happening of the contingency of a sale {lie LeconfiM, WyndhamY, Lecon field 
(1904), 90 L. T. 399, 402, C. A.). 

(m) The amount of the outgoing is a matter of fact (77. M, Advocate v. Ailaa 
(Marquis)f supra^ p^ the Lord Ordinary (Oureiehill), at p. 30). 

(n) Succession Duty Act, 1853 (16 & 17 Viet. c. 61), s. 23. 

(o) H, M, Advocate v. AiUa [Marquis)^ supra, 

(p) I hid,, per the Lord President (Inolib), at p. 32, and per Lord Shakd, 
atp. 33. 

( 9 ) Succession Duty Act, 1863 (16 & 17 Viet. c. 61), s. 25. Semlle, this 
provision does not apply where duty is chargeable upon the principal value of 
the nreperty. 

(r) Unopened mines are excepted from the operation of the Succession Duty 
Act. 1868 (16 & 17 Viet. c. 61), e. 26 {A,-Q, v. SefUm {Earl) (1865), 11 H. L. Gas. 
267, per Lord Wbbtbury, L.O., at p. 268). 

(•} Succession Duty Act, 1863 (16 ft 17 Viet o. 61), s. 26. 
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which, in the circumstances previously stated (f), are deemed to be 5. 

real property, each successor’s interest therein is considered to be Value 
of the value of an annuity, payable during his life, or for any less Chargeable, 
period during which he is entitled, equal in amount to the annual conversion 
produce of the actual trust property at the time of his becoming and for 
entitled in possession, whether it is then the real property subject 
to the trust or direction for sale, or any property purchased in 
substitution for it, or any intermediate investment of the produce 
of the sale of the original property (a). 

The same rule is to be observed in the case of personal pro- 
perty which, in the circumstances likewise previously stated (2)), 
is chargeable with succession duty as real property, whether the 
actual trust property is the real property directed to be purchased, 
or any intermediate investment of the personal property directed 
to be invested in such purchase (c). 

Where personal property is comprised in a succession, certain 
provisions in the Legacy Duty Act, 1796 (d), are, where they have 
any application (e) to such personal property, to be applied as if 
it were a legacy bequeathed by the predecessor to the successor, 
and were subject to the provisions in question (/). 

The value of an annuity, or of any interest chargeable with 
duty as an annuity, is to be calculated according to the tables 
provided for that purpose (^/). 

Where any disposition of property which is accompanied by 
the reservation etc. of a benefit to the grantor etc. is deemed 
to confer a succession (/i), the increase of beneficial interest in the 
property is deemed to be equal in annual value to the yearly 
amount or yearly value of the benefit reserved etc. (i). 


reinvestment 
of proceccis 
In purchase 
of other real 
property. 

Personal 
property 
subject to a 
trust for 
investment 
in real 
property. 

Succession 
to personal 
property to 
be assos^ 

08 if it were 
a legacy. 

How 

annuities to 
be valued. 

Disposition 
of property 
with reserve* 
tion of 
benefit. 


Sub-Sect, 2. — Deductions. 

398 . In estimating the annual value of lands used for agri- ijecessary 
cultural purposes, houses, buildings, tithes, teinds, rentcharges, outgoings, 
and other property yielding or capable of yielding income not of a 


i t) See p. 265, ante, 

a) Succession Duty Act, 1853 (16 & 17 Viet. o. 51), 0 . 29. 
hj See p. 265, ante, 

c) Succession Duty Act, 1853 (16 & 17 Viet. o. 51), s. 30. 

(d) 36 Gleo. 3, c. 62, ss. 8, 10, 11, 12, 14, 23 ; see pp. 245 et $eq,f ante, 

(c) A.-U. T. Noyes (1881), 8 ^ B. D, 125, 0. A., per Jessbl, M.B,, at p. 138. 
(/) Succession Duty Act, 1853 (16 & 17 Viet. o. 51), s. 32; compare Cuddon 
y. Cuddon (1876), 4 Oh. D. 583, 585 (succession to persons successively all 
liable to the same rate of duty). 

(^) Succession Duty Act, 1853 (16 & 17 Vici o. 51), ss. 31, 32, and Schod. 
The tables state the value of an annuity of £100 for a single life of various ages 
from birth to ninety-five years (Table I.) ; for the joint continuance of two 
such lives TTable IL) ; and for any number of years not ezceedmg ninety-five 

S ble m.). There are also rules for inferring the value of such an annuity 
i on the longest of two lives ; on the joint continuance of three lives ; and 
on the louMst of three lives. And there is a further rule for valuing annuities 
for more man three lives ; and for a longer term of years than ninety-five, or 
in perpetuity. 

(A) See p. 273, ante, 

(0 Suooession Duty Act, 1853 (16 & 17 Viet. o. 51), s. 7. In the case of 
personal properly, the duty, semhie, is assessable upon the capital (A,-G, v. 
Johnson, [1902] 1 K B. 416, per Phillimore, J., at p. 427 ; the decision was 
reversed, [1903] 1 K B, 617, C. A.) ; compare p. 286, ante. 
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BMT. B flactnating character, an alloMrance is to te made of all necessary 

Yalne ontgoings (k), that is, of permanent charges which are made on the 

Chargeable, occupier of the land, or falling entirely on the land (Q, and which 
are intrinsically necessary (m). 


Incuin- 

brancci. 


Mortgacfo by 
tenant for 
life and 
remainder- 

man. 


Where there 
Ifi a prior 
principal 

charge. 


399. In estimating the value of a succession, no allowance (n) 
is to be made in respect of any incumbrance (o) upon it created or 
incurred (p) by the successor, not made in execution of a prior 
special power of appointment ( 9 ). 

A mortgage created under a joint general power of appoint- 
ment in a disentailing assurance executed by tenant for life in 
possession and remainderman in tail, is an incumbrance created 
by the successor, the tenant in tail, out of his own interest, and, 
as such, is incapable of being deducted against the succession (r). 
Allowance is, however, to be made in respect of all other incum- 
brances, and also in respect of any moneys which the successor 
may, previously to his possession, have laid out in substantial 
repairs or permanent improvement of real property comprised in 
his succession (s). 

Upon any successor becoming entitled to real property, of 
which he is not competent to dispose, within the meaning of the 
Finance Act, 1894 (f), and the property is subject to any prior 
principal chsurge, an allowance is to be made to him in respect only 
of the yearly sums payable by him, by way of interest or otherwise, 
on the charge as reducing the annual value pro tanto of the real 
property (a). 


(k) SucceBsion Duty Act, 1853 (16 & 17 Viet. 0. 61), b. 22. 

(/) E,g,, repairs, poor rates, highway, sewer and county rates, town rates, 
drainage rates, and the like {Be Eltvee (1858), 3 H. & N. 719, per Watson, B., 
at p. 726), i.e., if in fact payable by the successor. 

(m) Re Cowley {Earl) (1866), L. fe. 1 Exoh. 288, per Bramwell, B., at p. 294. 
Income tax is not a “necessary outgoing ** {Be Elwea, eupia; A,-Q, v. Lorton 
{Lord) (1861), 11 1. 0. L. B. 429) ; nor is fire insurance (A. O, v. Lorton {Lord), 
eupraj; nor are the exj^nses of an agent {Be Elwes, supra; A,-0. v. Lorton 
(Lora), supra) ; and the intervention of trustees creates no difference (Re Cowley 
(Earl), supra). In cases, however, governed by the Finance Act, 1894 (67 & 6*8 
Viet. 0 . 30), 6S. 7 (6) (proviso), and 18 (2), a umited allowance for exj^nses of 
management is to be made. 

(n) Succession Duty Act, 1853 (16 & 17 Viet. 0. 51), s. 84. As to an allowance 
whicn may be made, see Re O'Neill (Lord) (1886), 20 L. R Ir. 73 (payments 
to sinking fund, out of income of settled I’eal property, suspended during life- 
time of life tenant, and allowance made on his death for arrears). 

(0) Portions are a part of the inheritance {A.-Q, v. Floyer (1862V 9 H. L. Gas. 
477, per Lord On an worth, at p. 490). As to an allowance for a jointure 
treats as a new succession, see Be Peyton (1861), 7 H. & N* 265, but see per 
Martin, B., at p. 305. 

(p) SemJbie, the word ** incurred ’’ was used to embrace charges caused other- 
wise than by the direct act of the owner {Be O'NeiU (Lord), supra, per Palles, 
O.B., at p. 89). 

(9) I.e., a power existing prior to the diq;K)sition made by the suooessor (iZs 
Peyton, supra, per Mabitn, h., at p. 305). 

(r) Ilm.; A.^Q. v. Lor^ (Lord) (1861), 11 1. 0. L. R 4Sft9; see also i2s 
BamilUnCs Estate (im), 89 1. L. T. 272. 

fa) Succession Duty Act, 1853 (16 & 17 Viet. c. 51), s. 34. 

(Q See ^ 185, ante. If the death was before the 2nd August, 1894, it is 
immaterial whether the suoosbbch was competent to dispose or not: compare 
note (y), p. 287, anie, 

(o) Succession Duty Act, 1853 (16 4b 17 Vict. e« 51), s. 34* 
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400. No allowance is to be made in respect of any contingent 
incumbrance on the succession, but in the event of the incumbrance 
taking effect as an actual burden on the successor’s interest, he is 
entitled to a return of a proportionate amount of the duty so paid 
by him in respect of the amount or value of the incumbrance when 
taking effect (b). 

Nor is any allowance to be made in respect of any contingency 
upon the .jappening of which the property may pass to some other 
person, but, in the event of the property so passing, the successor 
is entitled to a return of so much of the duty paid by him as will 
reduce it to the amount which would have been payable by him if 
the duty had been assessed in respect of the actual duration or 
extent of his interest (c). 

401. If a successor, or any person on his behalf, upon becoming 
entitled to any copyhold or other real property, is subject to any 
fines, casualties of superiority, compositions, reliefs, or charges 
incident to the tenure of the property, and due in respect of his 
succession, the amount of the fines etc. is to be allowed to him 
as a deduction from the assessable value of his interest in the 
property (d). 

Where any successor, upon taking a succession, is bound to 
relinquish or be deprived of any other property, which he may 
have acquired by any title not conferring a succession on him, and 
which passes from him to some other person, such allowance as 
may be just is to be made to him, upon the computation of the 
assessable value of his succession, in respect of the value of such 
property (e). 

402. Wliere the donee of a general power of appointment 
becomes chargeable with duty in respect of the property appointed 


I h) Succession Duty Act, 1853 (16 & 17 Viet. c. 51), s. 35. 
cj Ibid,, 8 . 36, and see Table III. in the Schedule. 
a) Ibid,, s. 28. 

e) I bid., B. 38, amended by Customs and Inland Bevenue Act, 1889 (52 A 53 
Viet. c. 7), s. 10 (1). For examples of deductions allowable imder the Succession 
Duty Act, 1853 (16 A 17 Viet c. 51), s. 38, where the succession was conferred 
upon a death occurring prior to the 1st June, 1889, see He MichUthwait (1855), 
11 Exch. 452 (cesser of annuity under ^^rsonal covenant, on successor becoming 
entitled to real property under another title) ; Braybrook^ {Lord) v. (1861), 

9 H. L. Gas. 150 (cesser of annuity secured to remainderman, on a disentail before 
1853, during joint lives of himself and the life tenant) ; Inland Revenue Commie* 
eiofnere v. Uarrieon (1874), L. B. 7 H. L. 1 (ditto, after 1853) ; Lt Marchant y. 
Inland Revenue Commiaeionere (1875), L. B. 10 Exch. 292 (ditto, but income to 
remaindermaD^ during joint lives, of capital sum raisable at life tenant’s death) ; 
A,-0, fifr Ireland v. R^enmare {Lord) (1881), referred to in Trevor’s Taxes on 
Succession, 4th ed., p. 202 (annuity to life tenant, and rents, subject thereto, to 
remainderman, during the joint lives) ; A, O, v. Roherteon, [1893] 1 Q. B. 293, 
0. A, (enlarg^ent of life interest \nto absolute interest, per Lord Esueb, 
M.B., at p. 301 ; but compare, per Lindlet, L.J., at p. 301, eemhle, the succes- 
sion is the increase of benefit) ; compare, eonira, Lord~AdvocaU v. Olaegow{Earl) 

a , 12 Sc. L. B. 215 (cesser of annuity not secured on the property, which 
have ceased although the annuitant had not succeeded, and might have 
continued although he had succeeded) ; Re Cooper and Allen*$ Oontraei for Sale 
io Hafieeh (1876), 4 Ch. D. 802 (cesser of life interest, where life tenant and 
ranaindennui h^ sold property as an interest in possesdmi}. 
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Swrr.S, 

Valne 

Charseable. 


The duty 
is a stamp 
duty. 

Payrocnt in 
kind. 

Duty to be 
entered in a 
book and a 
stamped 
receipt to 
be giycn. 

Certificates 
of payment 
of duty to be 
issued. 


Duty to be 
paid upon 
the successor 
becoming 
entitled in 
possession. 


Duty OB 
personalty. 


Duty on 
fealty. 


bj him under the power, be is allowed to deduct from the duty so 
payable any duty he has already paid in respect of any limited 
interest taken by him in the property (/). 

Sect. 6. — CoUection of the Duty. 

Sub-Sect. 1. — The Duty, 

403. Succession duty is to be considered as a stamp duty, and 
the Commissioners are to provide proper stamps for denoting the 
rate per cent. ig). 

Land may be transferred in satisfaction of succession duty (ft), 
as in the case of estate duty (t). 

Whenever any payment of succession duty is made, it is 
to be entered in a book to be kept by the Commissioners for this 
purpose, and the officer appointed by the Commissioners is to give 
a receipt for it in such form as they think fit, and stamped with 
the proper stamp for denoting the rate of duty (y). 

A certificate of the payment of duty, in such form as they 
may think fit (ft), is to be delivered by the Commissioners to any 
person interested in any property affected by the duty, on applying 
for it for any reasonable purpose approved by the Commissioners (Z). 

Sub-Sect. 2. — When the Duty is payable. 

404. The duty is to be paid at the time when the successor, 
or any person in his right or on his behalf, becomes entitled 
in possession to his succession, or to the receipt of the income 
and profits of it, except that in the case of an annuity, or pro- 
perty made chargeable as an annuity, the duty is payable by 
instalments (m). 

Where personal property is comprised in a succession, the 
duty upon it is to be paid as if it were subject to certain provisions 
of the Legacy Duty Act, 1796 («)• 

406. Where a succession to real property arises (o) on the death 
of a person dying after the 1st August, 1894, and the successor is 


i f) Succession Duty Act, 1853 (1C & 17 Viet. c. 61), s. 33. 
j7) Ibid.t 8. 9. 

ft) Finance (1909-10) Act. 1910 (10 Edw. 7, o. 8), s. 66 (1). 
f) See p. 212, ante, 

j) Succession Duty Act, 1853 (16 & 17 Yict. c. 61), s. 61. 
ft) The Commissioners cannot be compelled to give a certificate in any 
particular form (//ouf 0 (jS'arZ) v. Lichfidd {Earl) (1866), L. R. 1 Eq. 641, per 
Lord Romilly, M.R., at p. 647 ; alBmed (1867), 2 Ch. App. 166). 

(/) Succession Duty Act, 1863 (16 & 17 Viet. o. 61), s. 61. 

\m) Ihid,^ B. 20 ; Customs and Inland Revenue Act, 1888 (61 & 62 Viet. c. 8), 
B. 21 (2) ; Finance Act, 1894 (57 & 68 Yict. c. 30), s. 18 (1). In the case of 
objects which appear to the l^asury to be of national, scientific, historic, or 
artistio interest, the rule as to estate duty applies also to succession duty ; see 
p. 214, ante, 

(n) Succession Duty Act, 1863 (16 & 17 Yict. c. 61), s. 32, and see p. 289, 
and note (d) thereon, ante. As to a succession conferred upon persons in 
succession aU chargeable with the same rate of duty, see Cuddon y. Ouddon 
* — Ch.D. 683, 685. 

succession arises when the death occurs (A.^G. v. Dohertsen^ [18931 1 

no r\ A ▼ -n _a. _ . -ii-i ^ 


Q. B. 293, 0. A., per Lord Rsheb, M.R., at p. 299} ; although the creation of 
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competent to dispose of the property, the duty is payable by eight Bwxn. e. 
eqa(d yearly or sixteen half-yearly instalments, with interest at the Collection 
rate of 8 per cent, per annum, and the first instalment is payable, of the Duty* 
and the interest begins to run, at the expiration of twelve months suocomot 
after the date on which the successor became entitled in possession (i) oom- 
to his succession or to the receipt of the income and profits of it (p). petcnt to 

Where, however, the successor is not so competent to dispose, 
the duty is to be paid (1) by eight equal half-yearly instalments, the ^^pctent 
first of which is to be paid at the expiration of twelve months next todlspote. 
after the successor becomes entitled to the beneficial (q) enjoyment 
of the real property in respect of which the duty is payable, and 
the seven following instalments at intervals of six months each to 
be computed from that date(r); or (2), at the option of the 
successor («), by two equal moieties, of which the first moiety (t) is 
to be paid by four equal yearly instalments, the first of the instal* 
ments to be paid at the expiration of twelve months next after the 
successor becomes entitled to the beneficial enjoyment of the real 
property in respect of which the duty is payable, and the three 
following instalments at yearly intervals to be computed from that 
(late ; and the second moiety is to be paid on the day for payment 
of the last instalment of the first moiety, or, if not so paid, is to be 
paid by four equal yearly instalments, with interest at the rate of 
8(tt) percent, per annum from such last-mentioned day on so much 
of the second moiety as for the time being remains unpaid, and the 
first of the instalments, with the interest, is to be paid at the 
expiration of tw'elve months from that day (a). 

406. Where property becomes subject to a trust for any charitaMe 
charitable or public purposes in such a manner as to confer a or pubUo 
succession, the duty chargeable upon it is payable upon the 
property becoming subject to the trusts (h). 

Where duty is chargeable in respect of the proceeds of the Timber* 

Die succession cu a life tenant’s death is not postponed until the death ( ]Volverton 
{DarofA v. [1898] A. C. 635, per Lord ilEUSCUELX, at p. 617). 

(p) Finance Act, 1894 (57 & 58 Viet. c. ss. 6 18(1). After the 

expiration of the period of twelve months, tne provisions with respect to 
discount (see p. 295, post) do not apply {ibid., s. 18 (1) ). 

(</) /.f., not as a trustee (A.-(?. v, SefUm {Har!) (1865), 11 11. L. Gas. 257, per 
Lorn Wensleydale, at p. 271, and per Lord Ouelmsfoed, at p. 276) ; sec also 
note (/>), p, 265, ante. 

(r) Succession Duty Act, 1853 (16 & 17 Viet c. 61), s. 21. This rule applies 
also where the successor is competent to dispose of the property, if the succession 
arose on a death before the 2nd August, 1894. 

(s) This option applies where the successor becomes entitled to his succession 
upon a death after the 30th June, 1888 (Customs and Inland Eevenue Act, 1888 
(51 & 62 Viet c. 8), a 22 (1) ). 

(f) In the event of the successor availing himself of the option, he is entitled 
to tender the duty in advance and receive discount thereon at such rate and 
subject to such regulations as the Treasury may prescribe {ibid,, sub-s. (2)) ; 
see p. 295, poet 

(w) Finance Act, 1896 (59 A 60 Viet c. 28), s. 18 (2J. Before the 1st July, 

18w, the rate of interest was 4 per cent. (Customs ana Inland Bevenue Act, 

1888 (61 A 62 Viet. c. 8), s. 22 (1) (b) ). 

(а) Customs and Inland Revenue Act, 1888 (51 A 62 Viet. c. 6), s. 22 (1) (b). 

(б) Saocession Duty Act, 1863 (16 & 17 Viet. c. 61), a 16. Semlle, the winue 
of the du^ is payable in a lump sum, and not by iostalmente. 

H.L.— XIII. 
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patronagOo 


Prior charge, 
oftate, or 
interest not 
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successor 
himself. 


Where 

successor not 
in possession 
of whole 
succession. 


sale of timber, trees or wood, comprised in an estate in respect of 
which estate datj is payable on the death of a person dying after 
the 28th April, 1910, it is to be accounted for imd paid as and when 
the moneys are received (e). In other cases, it is to be accounted 
for and paid yearly (d). 

If an advowson or church patronage is comprised in a succession, 
and it, or some right of presentation or some other interest in or 
out of it, is disposed of so as to become liable to duty, the duty 
Incomes payable at the time of the disposal (e). 

407. If there is any prior charge, estate, or interest, not created 
by the successor himself, upon or in the succession, by reason of 
which the successor is not presently (/) entitled to the full enjoy- 
ment or value of it , the duty in respect of the increased value 
accruing upon the determination of the charge etc., if not 
previously paid, compounded for, or commuted, is to be paid (p) at 
the time of the determination (h). 

If a successor has not obtained the whole of his succession at 
the time when the duty becomes payable, he is chargeable only 
with duty on the value of the property or beneht from time to timo 
obtained by him (i). 


Where 

encccsBion 

alienated. 


Where 

Bucccflsion 

accelerated. 


An advance 
is an 

acceleration. 


408. If any Buccession, before the successor becomes entltlo:! 
to it, or to the income of it in possession, has become vested by 
alienation or by any title not conferring a new succession in any 
other person, then the duty payable in respect of the succession is 
to be paid at the same time that it would have been payable if no 
alienation had been made or derivative title created {j). 

Where the title (/c) to any succession has been accelerated by 
the surrender or extinction of any prior interest, the duty on 
the succession is payable at the same time and in the same 
manner (Z) that it would have been payable if no acceleration had 
taken place (m). 

An advance to an expectant successor, under a power or other- 
wise, during the lifetime and with the consent of the tenant for 
life, amounts to ftn acceleration (n). 


c) Finance (1909-10) Act, 1910 (10 Edw. 7, c. 8), s. 61 (6). 
a) Succession Duty Act, 1853 (16 & 17 Viet. c. 61), s. 23. 

(tf) Ibid,, 8. 24; see note (t), p. 281, ante. 

{/) J.S., at the date when the original succession is conforred (compare A.-0» 
V. Itohertam, [1893] 1 Q. B. 293, 300, 0. A.). 

{g) I.e., b^mes due (A.-(?. v. S0on {Earl) (1865), 11 II. L. Cas. 257, per 
Lord Chelmsfobd, at p. 276). 

(A) Succession Duty Act, 1853 (16 & 17 Viet. o. 51), s. 20. This section refers 
to a particular charge meated (^e Elwce (1858), 3 K. & N. 719, per Watson, B., 
at p. 729). 

(i) Succession Duty Act, 1853 (16 (k 17 Yiot. o. 51), s. 37. 

U) Ibid.,B. 15. 

(i) Possession may be accelerated although the title is not v. EoberUon^ 
$upra, vet Lxndlet, L. J., at p. 302). 

(l) Oomjpaxe N<trthwe^land {DMj ?• A.-C?., [1905] A. 0* 406, per Lord 
Dayev, at p. 416. 

J m) Sucoession Duty Act, 1853 (16 & 17 Yiot c. 51), a 15. 

n) Be Drury Law^e Marriage BetUenmi, Ex parte Sitwell (1888), 81 Q. R D. 
1 1 oompais note (Q, p. 277, ante. 
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There is no acceleration where tenant for life in possession and 
remainderman in tail disentail and re-settle, and an immediate 
annuity out of the property is secured to the remainderman ( 0 ). 

409. The Commissioners have power, in any special cases in 
which they may think it expedient so to do, to enlarge the time for 
payment of any duty (p). 

The Commissioners also have power to receive any duty tendered 
to them in advance, and to allow discount thereon at such rate as 
may from time to time be directed by the Treasury ( 9 ). 

Sub-Sect. 3 . — By whom the Dviy ie payable, 

(1) The Accountable Persons, 

410. Succession duty is a debt due to the Sovereign from the 
successor (r). 

Where the interest of any successor in any personal property 
has, before he has become entitled to it in possession, pass^ by 
reason of death to another successor or successors, and only one 
duty is payable in respect of the interest, the duty is due from 
the successor who first becomes entitled to the succession in 
possession (s). 

The following persons, besides the successor, are personally 
accountable to the Sovereign for the duty payable in respect of any 
succession, but to the extent only of the property or funds actually 
received or disposed of by them respectively — that is to say, every 
trustee, guardian, committee, tutor or curator, or husband in whom 
respectively any property, or its management, subject to such duty, 
is vested, and every person in whom it is vested by alienation or 
other derivative title at the time of the succession becoming an 
interest in possession ( 0 . 

All such persons are authorised to compound or pay in advance 
or commute any duty (a). 

In the event of the non-payment of the duty, every accountable 
person is a debtor to the Sovereign in the amount of the unpaid 
duty for which he is so accountable (&). 

Any liability of any successor or accountable person is not 
lessened or affected by the provisions conferring, in certain 
cases (c), relief upon purchasers for valuable consideration and 
mortgagees (< 0 . 

The term ** trustee ” includes an executor and administrator, and 


SlOT.S. 

Collection 
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I)ut7 

deferred, or 
received in 
advance. 


Crown 
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Liabilitj on 
transmitted 
BuccessiODS 
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What 



sncceasor, 
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able for 
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payment. 
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accountable 
persons. 


Definition 
of trustee. 


( 0 ) Inland Sevenue Commissioners v. Harrison (1874), L. B. 7 H. L. 1 ; seo, 
also, A,-Q. T. Jtohertson, [1893] 1 Q. B. 293, 0. A., per Lofss, L.J., at 
p. 303. 

(р) Succession Duty Act, 1853 (16 & 17 Viet c. 51), s. 39. 

(a) Ibid,, s. 40. The rate is 3 per cent per annum. 

(r) Ibid., 8, 42. 

(s) Ibid., s. 14. 

(Q Ibid., a. 44. 

M Ibid. 

l b) Ibid, 

(с) Seep. 301,y>osf. 

(d) Customs and Inland Bsvenne Act, 1889 (52 & 53 Ykt c. 7), e. 12 (3). 
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Scot* s. any person having or taking on himself the administration of 
Ck>ll6etiott property affected by an express or implied trust (e). 
of the Doty. Where an executor, in pursuance of a covenant, satisfies 
Execute ® covenant debt, he is not, in his capacity as such executor, 

wholiiSiflei accountable to the Sovereign for any succession duty which may be 

eoTenftiit payable in connection with the death of the covenantor in respect 

thereof (/). 

Extriniic No bond fide purchaser of property for valuable consideration 
under a title not appearing to confer a succession is subject to any 
purchi^ succession duty with which the property may be chargeable by 

h^Do reason of any extrinsic circumstances of which he had not had 

notice. notice at the time of such purchase (^). 

LcRacicfl out The succession duty in respect of a legacy charged upon or 
of real estate, made payable out of any real estate, or out of any moneys to 
arise by the sale of any real estate, is to be accounted for and paid 
by the trustee to whom the real estate, out of which the legacy 
is paid or satisfied, is devised, or, if there is no trustee, by the person 
entitled to the real estate (/#), or by the person empowered or 
required to pay or satisfy the legacy (?). 


Notice of 
succession 
to be given, 
and a return 
of property 
to DC made. 


Account to 
be verified by 
production of 
ixx>ks and 
documenti. 


411. Persons accountable for the payment of duty in respect of 
any succession, or some of them, are to give notice to tbe Com- 
missioners, or their officers, of their liability to the duty, and are, 
at the same lime, to deliver to the Commissioners etc. a full and 
true account of the property for the duty whereon they are respec- 
tively accountable — (1) in the case of personal property, at the time 
of the first payment, delivery, retainer, satisfaction, or other 
discharge of it, or any part of it, to or for the successor or any 
person in his right ; and (2) in tlie case of real property, when any 
duty in respect of it first becomes payable (/c). 

The account is to disclose the value of the property described in 
it, and of the deductions claimed, together with tho names of the 
successor and predecessor, and their relation to each other, and 
all such other particulars as are necessary or proper for enabling 
the Commissioners fully and correctly to ascertain the duties 
due (/). 

Every accountable person who delivers any account or estimate 
of the property comprised in any succession is, if required by tho 
Commissioners, to produce before them such books and documents 


(e) Succession Duty Act, 1853 (16 & 17 Viet. c. 61), s. 1. 

(/) In such a case any duty falls to be accounted for by tbe covenantee, 
e.y., wo trustee of a settlement, out of the fund itself, even though the covenant 
was to pay a definite sum ** free from all deductions whatsoever (Re Uigginet 
JDay V. Tumdl (1885), 31 Ch. D. 142, 146, 0. A.). 

{g\ Succession Duty Act, 1853 (16 & 17 Viet. o. 51), s. 52. 

(/i) V. JiacA^on (1831), 2 Cr. & J. 101 (rent&arge); Slow v. Davenport 

(1833), 6 B. ft Ad. 359 (^tto, fi'ee of duty). 

(«) Compare Legacy I>uty Act, 1805 (45 Geo. 3, c. 28), ss. 6, 7. 

(^} Succession Duty Act, 1853 (16 & 17 Yict. c. 51), a 45. I^rustees* costs of 
preparing and rendering tbe account of tbe succession of a tenant for life of 
settled rm estate are payable by tbe tenant lor life (Cowley (Earh v. WelUdey 
(1666b 35 Beav. 635, 642). 

(0 Sttooeesion Duty Act, 1853 (16 ft 17 Yict. o. 51), s. 45. 
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in his costody or control, so far as the same relate to such 
account or estimate, as may be capable of affording any neces* 
saiy information for the purpose of ascertaining the property 
and the duty payable upon it (m). The Commissioners may also, 
without payment of any fee, inspect and take copies of any public 
book(m). All such information, however, is to be deemed con- 
fidential, and the Commissioners are not to disclose it, or the 
contents of any document or book, to any person, except for the 
purpose of the Succession Duty Act, 1853 (m). 

If the Commissioners are satisfied with the account or estimate 
as originally delivered, or with any amendments that may be made 
in it upon their requisition, they may assess the duty on the footing 
of the account or estimate (a). 

The Commissioners are also, at the request of any successor, 
or of any person claiming in his right, to accept or cause to be made 
BO many separate assessments of the duty payable in respect of 
the interest of the successor in any separate properties, or in 
defined portions of the same property, as shall be reasonably 
required (o). 

If, however, the Commissioners are dissatisfied with the account 
or estimate as delivered, they are empowered, subject to appeal, 
to assess the duty on the footing of the account and upon such 
estimate as they may place thereon (p), or to cause an account 
or estimate to be taken by any person or persons to be appointed 
by themselves for that purpose, and to assess the duty on 
the footing of such last-mentioned account or estimate, subject 
to appeal (q). 

If the duty so assessed exceeds the duty assessable according to 
the return which has been made to the Commissioners, and with 
which they have been dissatisfied, and if there is no appeal against 
the assessment, the Commissioners may, at their discretion, having 
regard to the merits of each case, charge the whole or any part of 
the expenses incident to the taking of the last-mentioned account 
or estimate on the interest of the successor in respect of which the 
duty is due, in increase of the duty, and recover such duty so 
increased forthwith accordingly (g). 


(2) Limitation of PerBonal Liability, 

412 . The limitation of personal liability to duty, under a testa- 
mentary document admitted to probate, or under letters of 
administration, after a specified lapse of time from the date of the 
settlement of the account in respect of which duty is payable, which, 
in certain circumstances, obtains in the case of legacy daty(r), 
obtains also in the case of succession duty (^). 


(m) 16 & 17 Yiot. c. 51, s. 49. 

(fi) 75uf., 8. 45. 

10) /5td., 8. 43. 

ip) Oiutoms and Inland Bevenue Act, 1889 (52 k 53 Yiot c. 7), a 10 (3}« 
I o) Suooasalon Duty Act, 1853 (16 ft 17 Yict c. 51), a. 45. 

I r) See p. 256, ante. 

I,#} Oostome and Inland Bevenne Act, 1889 (52 ft 53 Yict. o. 7), a. 14. 
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Sect. 6. 
Collection 
of the Doty. 

(9) nnder 
ft document 
not admitted 
to probate. 


Certificate of 
discharge 
prior to 
distribution 
of fund. 


Personal 

property. 


Real property. 


Any person^ moreover, may cause an attested copy (a) ot 
any document, other than a testamentary document admitted to 
probate, which creates a liability for payment of any succesuon 
duty, to be deposited with the Commissioners at their principal 
office in London, Edinburgh, or Dublin, as the case may require (b), 
and thereafter no person is liable for payment of any succession 
duty under the document after the expiration of six years from the 
date of notice (c), in writing, to the Commissioners, in such form as 
they prescribe, of the fact which gives rise to an immediate claim to 
such duty (d). 

^ A trustee etc. (c) before distribution of a fund can, in certain 
circumstances, as already stated in the case of legacy duty(c), 
obtain a certificate discharging him from his liability to any duty 
in respect of the fund(/). 

Sub-Sect. 4 . — Out of what Proj>€Tty the Duty U jpayaWe. 

(1) The Property, 

413 . The duty is a first charge on the interest of the successor 
in the personal property in respect of which the duty is assessed 
while the same remains in his ownership or control, or in 
that of any trustee for him, or of bis guardian or committee 
or tutor or curator, or of the husband of any wife who is the 
successor (g). 

Where a succession to real property arises on the death of 
a person dying after the 1st August, 1894, and the successor is 
competent to dispose of it, tho succession duty payable in respect of 
his succession is a charge on the property itself (b). 

If the successor, however, is not competent to dispose of the 
property, the duty is a first charge on his interest, and on the 


(а) Tho copy is exeinpt from stamp duty (Customs and Inland Hovenuo Act, 
1889 (62 & 63 Viet. c. 7), s. 13 (1) ). 

(б) Tho copy is to bo receivea at that office, and the officer of the Commis- 
sioners receiving it is, on request of the person making the deposit, and either 
by indorsement on the original document or otherwise, to give a receipt in 
writing under his hand for the copy (tbid,^ s. 13 (2) }. The costs of depositing 
the copy and of obtaining the receipt are costs duly incurred by any person in 
tho execution of his duties under the document (i6td., s. 13 (4) ). 

(c) Ib/d., 8. 16. It is to be delivered or sent in duplicate, and an ackno'W- 
ledgment of its receipt by or on behalf of the Commissioners, upon the duplicate, 
is to be forthwith returned to the person by whom it was delivered or sent 
itbid,). 

id) mu s. 13 (3). 

(e) See p. 266, arde. 

If) Customs and Inland Bevenue Act, 1860 (43 Yict. c. 14), s. 12. 

(flp) Succession Duty Act, 1863 (16 & 17 Viet. c. 61), s. 42, In the case of a 
lo^cy charged upon real estate and nven free of duty, the duty is to be paid 
out of the real estate, and not out of the testator’s personal estate {Nod v. 
Jlenity {Lord) (18 J 9), 7 Price, 241). And in the case of a jointure given free 
of duty, (he succession duty is likewise payable out of tho real estate upon 
which the jointure is char^ iFl/oyer v. nankee (1863), 3 De G. J. & Sm. 306, 
810). 

(A) Finance Act, 1894 (67 & 68 Yict c. 30), s. 18 (1); see also Holt, 
Davwt y. Daviet (1906), 119 L. T. Jo. 222. 



Part V.--Succession Duty. 


299 


interest o! all persons (i) claiming in his right, in all the real 
property in respect of wbioli the duty is assessed {k). 

The duty, in the case of real property comprised in any succes- 
sion, has priority over all charges and interests created by the 
successor, but does not charge or affect any other of his real 
property (Z). 

If the successor has availed himself of the option of paying 
the duty in moieties, and has died before all the duty, with the 
interest (if any), has been fully paid, the unpaid part of the duty, 
with the interest (if any), is a debt due to the Sovereign, and is 
payable out of the successor’s estate, either in advance, or at the 
same time or times, and in the same manner, as the amount 
unpaid would have been payable by him if he had not died (in). 

414. The succession duty in respect of any legacy charged upon 
or made payable out of any real estate, or out of any moneys to 
arise from the sale of any real estate, is to be retained by the person 
paying or satisfying the legacy as if it were a legacy out of personal 
estate (w)* 

The provisions limiting the liability for duty, in certain cir- 
cumstances (o), of real property, or of any estate or interest therein, 
as against a purchaser for valuable consideration or a mortgagee, 
do not lessen or affect any liability of any successor or accountable 
person, other than the purchaser or mortgagee, to payment of duty. 


(f) See A.-O. y, Mander (1896), 44 W. E. 413 (the purchaser of real estate 
subject to a lease is not a successor, but is liable for what the vendor would 
have been liable for, and the duty must accordingly be calculated on the basis 
of the vendor’s life). As between vendor and purchaser, and apart from express 
stipulation, tho purchaser of a reversion must pay the succession duty on the 
death of the life touant (Cooper v. Trewhy (I860), 28 Beav. 194), and so must the 
purchaser of a mere spea succemonis, if and when it ripens into an interest in 
possession (He Lavgham^e Contract (1890), 39 W. E. 150, 0. A.), l^ere a 
purchaser buys an estate in possession, even from tenant for life and remainder- 
man, he is entitled to have it cleared from succession duty (Re Kidd and 
Oibbon^a Contract, [1893] 1 Ch. 695, per Kykewicii, J., at p. 698), and if the 
duty is not commuted, and the purchaser pays at the life tenant’s death, aemhUt 
he has a remedy against the vendor (Re Cooper and Allen' $ Contract for Sale to 
Harlech (1876), 4 Ch. D. 802, pfr Jessel, M.E., at p. 827). If the estate in 
possession is subj'ect to a lease, on the tennination of which further duty is 
payable, the purchaser is equally entitled to have the estate cleared from the 
duty (Re Kidd and Gibbon's Contract, supra), and he is not bound to accept an 
indemnity instead of the duty being commuted (Re Weston and Thomas's 
C'o^fracf, f 1907] 1 Ch. 244); see also Re Roche's Estate (1889), 23 L. E. Ir. 230 
(unpaid duty cannot be claimed out of a fund representing a middle incum- 
Drance, where the property has been sold, the first and last incumbrances 
wd off, and the balance of the proceeds paid to the owner, who has since 
mod insolvent). 

(A;) Succession Duty Act, 1853 (16 & 17 Yict. c. 51), s. 42. And this rule 
obtains also where the successor is competent to dispose of the property, if the 
succession arose upon a death before the 2nd August, 1894. 

(l) Ibid. The l^d Transfer Act, 1897 (60 & 61 Yict a 65), does not affoct 
any duty payable in respect of real estate (ibid., a 5). 

(m) Ookoms and Inland Bevenue Act, 1888 (51 A 52 Yict o. 8). 
•.22(3)(b). 

(n) L^iacy Doty Act, 1805 (45 Geo. 8, o. 28), as. 5, 7 ; see p. 256| aiifa 

(s) See p. 301, 
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whether out of money received on any sale or morlgage or 
otherwise (y). 

The duty (if any) unpaid at the expiration of the roiiod of six 
years, or of twelve years, as the case may be^ referred to in such 
provisions, becomes charged substitutively upon any other estate or 
interest comprised in the succession of the successor remaining 
vested in him, or in any person in hia right or on his behalf, other 
than the purchaser or mortgagee, and in case of a mortgage, upon 
the equity of redemption (q). 


416 , Where any settled real property comprised in a succession 
is subject to any power of sale, exchange, or partition, exercisable 
with the consent of the successor, or by the successor with the 
consent of another person, he is not to be disqualified by the charge 
of duty on his succession from effectually authorising by his consent 
the exercise of the power, or exercising any power with proper 
consent, as the case may be, and in such case the duty is to be 
charged substitutively upon the successor’s interest in all real 
property acquired in substitution for the real property before 
comprised in the succession, and in the meantime upon his interest 
also in all moneys (?•) arising from the exercise of any such power, 
and in all investments of those moneys (s). 


416 . Where the Commissioners, at the request of any successor, 
or of any person claiming in his right, accept or cause to be made 
separate assessments of the duty payable in respect of the successor’s 
interest in any separate properties, or in defined portions of the 
same property, the respective properties are chargeable only with 
the amount of duty separately assessed in respect of them(t). 

The Commissioners are empowered, by their certificates, to 
be issued in such form as they think fit, from time to time to 
declare that any duties already assessed, whether collectively or 
distributively, in respect of any succession, shall thenceforth be 
charged, as to any unpaid instalments, according to any further 
distribution thereof, upon separate parts only of the property in 
respect of which such assessment has been made, in which case the 
charge of such duties shall be thenceforth limited according to such 
further distribution (a). 


(2) Powers to raise the Duty, 

417 . Where property is chargeable with duty on becoming 
subject to a trust for any charitable or public purposes, the trustee 
of any such property may raise the amount of any duty due in 
respect of it, with all reasonable expenses, upon the security of the 


«) Customs and Inland Eevenue Act, 1889 (52 & 53 Viet. c. 71, . 12 (31. 

\q) Ibid,, 8. 12 (2). J \ ) 

,r) Dug^h v. Meadows (1870), 6 Ch. App. 501 ; see also lU Warner's Settled 
Estates, Warner to Sted (1^1), 17 Ch. D. 711 (a sale under the Settled Estates 
Act, 1877 (40 A 41 Viet. o. 18), s. 22)^ per Jessel, M.B., at p. 713. 

(a) Suooession Duty Act, 1853 (16 A 17 Vic^ c. 51), s. 42. 

(0 a 43. ' 

(a) Ihid, 
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properly, at interestt with power for him to give effectual dieehargei 
for the money so raised (6j. 

Any body corporate, company, or society which becomes entitled 
as successors to any real properly, or any trustee of it, may raise 
the amount of any duty due in respect of their succession upon the 
security thereof, at interest, with power for them to give the like 
effectual discharges (c). 

All persons, beside the successor, made accountable for the 
duty payable in respect of any succession, are authorised to retain 
out of the property subject to such duty the amount of it, or to 
raise the amount, and the expenses incident thereto, at interest, on 
the security of the property, with power to give effectual discharges 
for the same, and the security is to have priority over any charge 
or incumbrance created by the successor (d). 

Whenever a suit is pending in any court for the adminis- 
tration of any property chargeable with succession duty, the court 
is to provide, out of any property which may be in its possession 
and control, for the payment of duty to the Commissioners (i*). 

(8) Limitaiion of the Charge of Duty, 

418 . Notwithstanding any provisions contained in the Succession 
Duty Act, 1853 (/), real property, or any estate or interest in real 
property, does not, as against a purchaser for valuable consideration, 
including the consideration of marriage (^), or a mortgagee, remain 
charged with or liable to payment of any sum for succession duty 
after the expiration of (1) six years from the date of notice (k) 
to the Commissioners of the fact that the successor, or any person 
in his right or on his behalf, has become entitled in possession 
to his succession or to the receipt of the income and profits of it, 
or from the date of the first payment by the successor or person of 
any instalment or part of the duty in case the successor has not 
availed himself of the option of paying the duty in moieties, or 
after two years from the time for payment by the successor of the 
last instalment or part of the duty, if the successor has availed 
himself of the option, or, in the absence of any such notice or 
payment, after (2) twelve years from the happening of the event 
giving rise to an immediate claim to the duty (t). 

A purchaser or mortgagee is not, for the purpose of obtaining 
the exemption conferred by the above provisions, bound to see that 
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i h) Succession Duty Act, 1858 (16 & 17 Yict. o. 51), a 16. 
c) Ibid,, 8. 27. 
d) Ibid,, 8. 44. 

e) 8. 53 ; Supreme Court Fund Buies, 1905, rr. 20, 52 (b), 66 (duties 
generally) ; County Court Buies, 1903, Ord. 2, r. 14 (legacy duty, succession 
duty, and estate duty). As to the desirability of commuting duty instead of 
leaving a fund in court to await the claim, see BayUg v, Tindcd (1853), 2 
W. B. 129. As to the extent of the court’s function, see Ewinfe 'Bruetees t. 
Eiathiteon (1906), 44 Sc. L. B. 12, cited, p. 254, ante, 
if) 16 & 17 Viet. c. 51, e.y., s. 42. 

(y) Ue DonelatCe Eetaie^ [1902] 1 L B. 109, 0. A.; see also note (n), p. 220^ 
ante. 


IS 


See p. 298, ante. 

Customs and Inland Beveniie Act, 1889 (52 & 53 Viet o. 7}, s. 12 


(i). 
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the duty is discharged oat of the money or other eonsideration paid 
or given as the consideration for the sale or mortgage (k). 

419. Every receipt and certificate purporting to be in discharge 
of the whole duty payable for the time being in respect of any 
succession, or any part of it, exonerates a bond fide purchaser for 
valuable consideration and without notice from .the duty, notwith* 
standing any suppression or misstatement in the account upon the 
footing of which the duty may have been assessed, or any 
insufficiency of the assessment (Q. 

Sub-Seot. 6. — Itemmion of Duty and Interest. 

420. The Commissioners and the Treasury respectively have, 
as already stated (m), certain powers to remit succession duty and 
interest thereon. 

Sub-Sect. G. — Cemmutation of Duty and Composition of Claims. 

421. Upon application made by any person entitled to a 
succession in expectancy, the Commissioners may commute the 
duty presumptively payable in respect of the succession for a 
certain sum to be presently paid, and for assessing the amount so 
payable they are to cause a present value to be set upon the 
presumptive duty, regard being had to the contingencies affecting 
the liability to the duty, and the interest of money involved in the 
calculation being reckoned at the rate of 8 per cent, (n), and upon 
receipt of the certain sum they are to give discharges to the 
successor accordingly (o). 

The Commissioners have a power in certain circumstances, 
as already stated in the case of legacy duty (p), to commute the 
duty presumptively payable in respect of personal property com- 
prised in a succession, upon the application of the trustee or other 
person who would be accountable for the duty in respect of the 
interest in expectancy if it were in possession at the time of the 
application, and they are to give discharges for the duty upon receipt 
of the certain sum to be presently paid (q). 

Where timber, trees, or wood, not being coppice of under- 
wood, are comprised in a succession (whereon the duty is not 
paj^able upon principal value (r)), and the successor is desirous 
of commuting the duty payable upon bis interest in the net moneys 
to he from time to time received from any sales, and delivers to the 
Commissioners an estimate of the net moneys obtainable by Um 
from the sale of the timber etc. as may, in a prudent course of 
the management of the property, be felled by him during bis life, 


(A) Customs and Inland Bevonue Act, 1889 (52 & 53 Yiot. o. 7), s. 12 (3). 

(0 Succession Duty Act, 1853 (16 & 17 Yiot. o. 51), s. 52. 
fm) See p. 182, ante. 

(n) J.e., the rate of discount for the time being allowed by the Commissioners 
for duties paid in advance (Suooession Duty Act, 1853 (16 & 17 Yict o. 51), s. 41). 

(o) IlntL 

(p) See p. 258, ante. 

(q) Customs and Inland Bevenuo Act, 1880 (43 Yict e. 14), s. 11, 

(r) See p. 288, anU. 
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tbe Commissioners, if satisfied with the estimate, are to acoepk it 
and assess the duty accordingly {$). 

Where, in the opinion of the Commissioners, any snooession 
is of such a nature, or so disposed or circumstanced, that its value 
is not fairly ascertainable under any of the directions in the 
Succession Duty Act, 1853 (0> or where, from the complication of 
circumstances affecting the value of a succession, or affecting the 
assessment or recovery of the duty upon it, the Commissioners 
think it expedient, they may compound the duty payable on the 
succession upon such terms as they think fit, and give discharges to 
the successor upon payment of duty according to such com- 
position {u). This power is distinct from the Commissioners’ power, 
already referred to (a), to compound for death duties generally. 

Sect. 7. — Interest^ 'Penalties^ and Proceedings. 

Sub-Seot. 1.— /nicrcflf. 

422. The provision with regard to the payment of interest on 
estate duty, already stated (5), applies also to succession duty (c). 

Sub-Seot. 2.— PcnalOM. 

423. If any person required, as before stated (d), to give notice 
of a succession or to deliver an account, wilfully neglects to do so 
at the prescribed period, he is liable to pay to the Sovereign a sum 
equal to 10 per cent, upon the amount of duty payable by him, or 
in the case of a succession chargeable with a higher rate of duty 
than 1 per cent., upon such less sum as the duty, if assessable at 
the rate of 1 per cent, upon the value of the succession, would 
amount to, and a like penalty for every month after the first month 
during which the neglect continues (c). And if any person liable to 
pay any duty, after the duty has been finally ascertained, wilfully 
neglects to do so within twenty-one days, he is liable to pay etc. 
a sum equal to 10 per cent, upon the amount of duty so unpaid, or 
upon such less sum etc. as above (e). 

Acceptance or recovery by the Commissioners of arrears of 
duty, with interest, is an absolute waiver of any penalties which may 
have been incurred (/). 

Sub-Sbot. Z.-^Proceedingi, 

424. Any accountable party resident in England (g) dissatisfied 
with the assessment of the Commissioners may appeal against it 

I «) Suocession Duty Act, 1853 (16 & 17 Viet, a 61), 8. 23. 
t) 16 & 17 Viet. c. 61. 
u) Ibid., B. 39. 
a] See p. 181, ante. 

(6) See p. 226, ante. 

(cj Finance Act, 1896 (69 ft 60 Viet. c. 28), 8. 18 (2), If a trustee mLspara 
moneys comprised in a succession through mistake, and omits to pay the duty 
thereon, his estate u not liable to the successor, who pays the duty, for interest 
on the duty, although it might be to the Crown (Frown v. Smith (1876), 46 L. J. 
(CH.) 866). 

(a) See p. 296, ante. 

It) Sneosssiem Duty Act, 1863 (16 ft 17 Viet e. 61), s. 46. 

(/) Inland Bevenue A^ 1868 (31 ft 32 Viet e« 124), s. 9. 

M If the appeUant is resident in Scotland or Ireland, the petition is to the 
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Swet.T. 
Intereit, 
PensltieB, 
and Pro* 
ceedings. 


Appeal may 
bo made to 
county court 
if the sum 
in dispute 
does not 
exceed £50« 


Commis- 
sioners may 
sue out a 
writ of 
summons. 


Duty paid 
by mistake 
or not 
properly 
chargeable. 


by petition to the King’s Bench Division, provided that he gives notice 
in writing to the Commissioners, within twenty-one days after the 
date of the assessment, of his intention to appeal, and furnishes a 
statement of the grounds of appeal within the further period of 
thirty days. The court, or any judge thereof sitting in chambers, 
has jurisdiction to hear and determine the matter of the appeal, and 
the costs, with power to direct, for the purposes of the appeal, any 
inquiry, valuation, or report, to be made by any officer of the court 
or other person, as the court or judge may think fit(fe). If the 
Commissioners have caused an account and estimate to be taken by 
any person or persons appointed by them for that purpose, and 
have assessed the duty on the footing of it, the payment of the 
expenses is to be in the discretion of the court (i). 

If the sum in dispute in respect of duty on the assessment 
does not exceed £50, the accountable party may, upon due notice 
and delivery of a statement of the grounds on which he proceeds, 
appeal to the judge of a county court (j) for the district, county, 
or division in which the appellant resides or the property is situate, 
and every such judge has jurisdiction to hear and determine the 
matter of the appeal with the like power and authority as are given 
to a judge of the King’s Bench Division (k). 

If any person accountable for or chargeable with succession 
duty, and required by the Commissioners to deliver an account, 
makes default in doing so, or if the Commissioners make an assess- 
ment of duty, and the duty is not paid, and there is no notice of 
appeal against the assessment, or of disputing the liability to 
assessment, the Commissioners may, as in the case of legacy duty (1), 
sue out of the King’s Bench Division a writ of summons for an 
account or payment (7?i). 

Sect. 8. — Repayment of Overpaid Duty. 

426 . Where it is proved to the satisfaction of the Commissioners 
that any duty paid on account of any succession, not being due 
from the person paying it, was paid by mistake, or in respect of 
property which the successor has been unable to recover, or from 
or of wnich he has been evicted or deprived by any superior title, 
or that, for any other reason, the duty ought to be refunded, the 
Commissioners are thereupon to refund it to the person entitled 
to it (7l). 


Scottish or Irish court, as the case may be (Succession Duty Act, 1853 (16 & 17 
Viet. c. 51), s. 50). 

(A) Succession Duty Act, 1853 (16 & 17 Viet. c. 51), s. 50. The petitioner 
has the right to begin (Rt Dt Lancey*$ Succession (1869), L. B. 4 Exch. 327, n.). 

(f) Jbid,, B. 45. 

( /) See title County Coubts, Vol. VUI., p. 687. 

(k) Succession Duty Act, 1853 (16 & 17 Vict o. 51), s. 50. 

(/) See p. 261, ante. 

(fn) Crown Suits etc. Act, 1865 (28 & 29 Viet, o, 104), ss. 55, 56, 58, b3, 64. 
See title Cbowk Practicb, Vol. X., p. 19. The Crown has the right to iMgin 
(Re Greenwood (1869), L. E. 4 l^oh. 327). 

(n) Succession Duty Act, 1853 (16 & 17 Vict. o. 61), s. 37. As to proceedings 
by petition of right under the li^titions of Bight Act, 1860 (23 A 24 Vict c. 341 
if the Commissioners decline to repay, see titto Ceown Pbaotiob, VoL X,p. 20. 




Pabt V.~Suooessiok Dott. 


m 

A person who has* paid daiy in advance to the Commissioners Biot. s. 
is not, by reason of the payment, to be prejndiced in his right to Repayment 
be repaid any duty to which he may become entitled (o). of OverpaM 


Part VI. — Probate Duty. 

Sect. 1. — The Imposition of the Duty, 

426. Probate duty (p) is chargeable, save as expressly provided (7), Tlio extent 
in respect of the estate and effects of any deceased person for or in charge 
respect of which probate or letters of administration in this 
country (7-) is or are, or ought («) to bo, granted (/). 


(o) Succession Duty Act, 1853 (1C & 17 Viet c. 61), s. 40. 

(p) l*robate Duty Act, 1801 (41 Goo. 3. c. 86). s. 3; Probate and Legacy 
Duties Act, 1808 (48 Geo. 3, c. 149), ss. 35—37; Stamp Act, 1816 (66 Ooo. 3, 
c. 184), 88. 2, 37, 38, 40 — 43, 45 — 61, Sched., Part III.; Eailway Passenger 
Duty Act, 1842 (5 & G Viet c. 79), s. 23 ; Court of Probate Act, 1857 (20 & 21 
Viet. c. 77), s. 92 ; Pr(d)ato Duty Act, 1859 (22 & 23 Viet c. 36), s. 1 ; Indian 
Securities Act, 1860 (23 & 24 Viet. c. 6), s. 1 ; Probate Duty Act, 1800 (23 & 24 
Viet 0 . 15), ss. 4, 5; Probate Duty Act, 1861 (24 & 26 Viet c. 92), s. 3; 
Revenue Act, 1862 (25 & 26 Viet c. 22), s. 39; Revenue (No. 2) Act, 1864 
(27 & 28 Viet c. 66), ss. 4, 6 ; Crown Suits etc. Act, 1865 (28 & 29 Viet, 
c. 104), Part V. ; Inland Revenue Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Viet o. 124), s. 7 ; 
Customs and Inland Revenue Act, 1880 (43 Vict o. 14), ss. 9, 10, Sched. ; 
Customs and Inland Revenue Act, 1881 (44 & 45 Vict c. 12), ss. 26—33, 35, 
37, 40; Revenue Act, 1884 (47 & 48 Vict c. 62), s. 11; Revenue Act, 1889 
(52 & 63 Vict c. 42), s. 19 ; Finance Act, 1894 (67 & 68 Vict c. 30), 
68. 1, 21 (2), 24, Sched. 1. (1); Finance Act, 1896 (69 & 60 Vict c. 28), 

B. 18(1), (2). 

The following further statutes deal with probate duty in Ireland : — Probate 
Duty (Ireland) Act, 1816 (56 Geo. 3, c. 56), ss. 115 — 117, 119 — 131; Stamp 
Duties (Ireland) Act, 1842 (6 & 6 Vict. c. 82^, ss. 35, 36. 

The following further statutes deal with inventory duty (which corrosponda 
to probate duty) in Scotland ; — Probate and Legacy Duties Act, 1808 (48 Geo. 3, 
c. 149), ss. 38—42; Stamp Act, 1853 (10 & 17 Vict. o. 59), s. 8; Probate 
]>uty Act, 1860 (23 & 24 Vict. o. 15), s. 6; Heritable Securities (Scotland) Act, 
1860 (23 & 24 Vict. c. 80), ss. 1—8. 

M See p. 311, post. 

(r) The production of a British grant of representation is necessary (except 
as stated at pp. 306, 311, post), to establish the right to recover or receive 
any part of the personal ostate and elTects of any deceased person situated 
in the United Kingdom (Revenue Act, 1884 (47 & 48 Vict. c. 62), s. 11). 
Probate duty must bo paid to cover the sum to be recovered, where the title ot 
the personal representative is put in issue [A.-G. v. Brunning (1860), 8 H. L. 
Cas. 243, per Lord Wenslevdale, at p. 202 ; following Ilutit v. Stevens (1810), 
3 Taunt. 113). See also Thjnne v. Vrotheroe (1814), 2 M. & S. 663; Rogers 
James (1816), 2 Marsh. 426; Harper v. Uaoenhill (1829), Taml. 144, 146; Carr 
▼. Roberts (1831), 2 B. & Ad. 905 ; Christian v. Ifevereux (1841), 12 Sim. 264; 
Jones v. JJowetls, Jones v. Qodsatl (1843), 2 Hare, 342; Howard T. Prince 
(1847), 10 Beav. 312 ; In the gmJs of Beil (1871), 25 L. T. 163; CormaJer. 
Barragry (1876), 10 1. R. C. L. 147. The validity of a probate is, however, not 
affecM by the insufficiency of the duty (A.-G. v. Smith and Cocks, [1892] 2 
Q. B. 289,p^ Hawkiks, J., at p. 296). 

(a) New York Breweries Co, v. A.^0,, [1899] A. C. 62 ; compare, also, In the 
Goods of Gunn (1884), 9 P. D. 242, per Hannex, P., at p. 244 (where probate 
duty is payable, it follows that proMte must be grantecD. 

(0 Customs and Inland Berenue Act» 1881 (44 ft 46 Vict c, 12), s. 27« 
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BicT. 1. The death of the testator or intestate must, however, be before 
The the 2nd August, 1894 (u), although the property may accrue to his 
Imposition estate on a death on or after that date. 

of the Dnty. 


Wbkt la 

chargcablu 
wilh probate 
duty. 


Mortgage 

debt!. 


Leaseholds 
for years. 


Personal 
property 
appointed by 
will under 


a general 
power. 


Sect. 2. — 27ie Subject-matter of the Charge. 

Sub-Sect- 1. — “ Eitate and Effects ** 

427. All personal estate {a) which the personal representative 
recovers by virtue of the grant, whether legal or equitable assets, 
must be considered part of the deceased’s estate and effects, and 
subject to probate duty accordingly (h ) ; provided that the repre- 
sentative’s office is prescribed, and the distribution of the estate 
regulated, by the general law for the administration of assets (c), 
and that the estate was at the time of the death within the juris- 
diction of the court by which the grant was made (d). 

428. Mortgage debts are chargeable with the duty, even if 
received by the personal representative by the aid of a court of 
equity (e), or where secured on the deceased’s own real estate (/). 

Leasehold estates for years, whether absolute or determinable on 
lives, are also chargeable with the duty (g). 

The duty is payable in respect of all the personal estate which 
the deceased disposes of by will, under any authority enabling him 
to dispose of it as he thinks fit (/f). 


(u) Finance Act, 1894 (67 & 68 Viet. o. 30), bs. 1, 21 (2), 24,Sched. I. (1); 
compare Wiuam v. A.-O., [1910] A. C. 27, 30, 37, 43, 47. 

(а) i.e., which is of that nature at the time of the death, or which by subse- 
quent events becomes bo (Lord v. Colvin (1867), L. B. 3 Eq. 737, per 
MALlNS,V.-0.,atp, 741). 

(б) A. -O'. V, Brunnivg (1860), 8 H, L. Cas. 243, per Lord Campbell, L.O., at 
p. 268. Every item of property, however, which the executor has a right to 
recover virtute offkii is legal assets (i6id., per Lord Cuelmsfoio), at p. 266; 
adopting Cook v. Uregaon (1866), 3 Drew. 547,y)cr Kikdeksley, V.-O., at p. 650). 
In considering, for this purpose, whether assets ore legal or equitalde, the 
question is not whether the money is receivable through the agency of a court 
of equity or a court of law, but whether it is money which the personal repre- 
sentative is entitled to recover independently of any direction of the testator 
(A,-0, V. Brunning, supra, per Lord Cranwoeth, at p. 258). 

(c) Compare Herbert v. Ilunger/ord (1886), 20 L. R. Ir. 100, 0. A., per Fitz- 
GIBDOK, L.J., at p. 109. The auty, therefore, does not attach in respect of 
compensation moneys under the invention of Crime (Ireland) Act, 1882 
(46 A 46 Viet c. 26), s. 19 {Herbert v, Hungerford^ supra) ; under the Grand Jui-y 
(Ireland) Act, 1836 (6 & 7 Will, 4, o. 116), s. 106 (Re Martin(md), 23 L, R. Ir. 
413} ; under the Fatal Accidents Act, 1846 (0 & 10 Viet. o. 93), s. 2 (Lord 
Campbell’s Act) (Dulmer y, Rufmar (1883), 26 Ch. D. 409; A.-G. y. Bruhning^ 
eupra^ per Lord Campbell, L.O., at t>. 266); see also p. 311, post. 

(d) A.-G. y. Bouwens (1838), 4 M. & W. 171, per Lord Abikoer, C.B., at 
p. 191, on the authority of A.-G. t. Dimond (1831), 1 Or. & J. 366, and 
A.-G. y. Hops (1834), 1 Cr. M. ft E. 630, H. L. ; see also ^tnans y. A.-G., 
•tt/>ra, at p. 40. 

(e) A.-G. y. Rruntifn^, supra^ per Lord Campbell, L.C., at p. 267 ; see also 
per Iiord Oeakwortu, at p. 260. 

(/) Swahey y. Swdbey (1848), 15 Sim. 602 ; Be NunrCs Estate^ [1894] 1 I. R. 
262, 269 ; see iIm A.-G. y. Dareil (1871), 6 1. R. 0. L. 491. 

S ) Compare Stamp Act, 1816 (66 Geo. 3, c. 184), s. 38. 

) Prooate Duty Act, 18^ (23 ft 24 Viot. a 16), s. 4, whicdi reUtes to deaths 
en or after the dzd April, 1860. Prior to Umtdale, prehateduty wasnot payable 
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Beal estate, as such, is not chargeable with probate da^(i), 
but where, by reason of the doctrine of equitable conversion, it is 
impressed with the character of personal estate in the lifetime of 
the deceased, the duty is payable {k). 

The duty is payable, in connection with the owner’s death, 
in respect of real estate which has been purchased by trustees, out 
of personal estate, without authority (Z) ; or which has been purchased 
by order of the court sitting in lunacy (w), or in Chancery (n), 
subject to a direction, in either case, that the purchased real estate 
is to be treated as personal estate. 

The duty is also payable in respect of the deceased’s interest in 
moneys to arise from the sale of real estate under a trust for that 
purpose in a deed, or in the will of another person, notwithstanding 
that the real estate remains unsold (o). 

Where real estate is contracted in the lifetime of the deceased to 
be sold, and there is a valid and binding agreement enforceable by 
the executor against the purchaser, the duty is payable (p), and 
whether the agreement is to be specifically performed in its original 
form, or with additional terms and conditions, is wholly im- 
material (q). The fact of the contract being contingent does not 


in respect of personal estate appointed by will under a general power {Platt 
Uouth (1841), 3 Beav. 257, affirmed, aub nom, Drake v. (1843), 10 

Cl. & Fin. 257, 281, II. L., upholding Vandieat v. Fynmcre (1834), 0 Sim, 
570, but on other grounds, and overruling Palmer v. Whitmore (1832), 6 Sim, 
178 ; Nml v. Punier (1832), 5 Sim. 666, 663 ; A.-Q. v. Biaj^ (1833), 2 CY. & M. 
124). 

(t) Compare Customs and Inland Revenue Act, 1880 (43 Viet. o. 14), b. 10; 
A,-‘0, V. Jonea (1849), 1 Mac. & G. 574. The profits of a lighthouse levied 
under a private Act of Parliament have been held to be real estate { A .-^ O , v. 
Jonea^ avpra). Land tax redeemed or purchased under the Land Tax Perpetua- 
tion Act, 1798 (38 Geo. 3, c. GO), but not discharged by the Act, is personal 
estate (tfttd., s. 99 ; Pigoit v. Pigoit (1867), 37 L. J. (cn.) 116) ; aecua under the 
Land Tax Redemption Act, 1802 (42 Geo. 3, c. 116). 

(k) A ,‘ 0 , V. Ilublmck (1884), 13 Q. B. D. 276, C. A,, per Lord Coleridge, 
C.J., at p. 280, on the authority of Lord Cranwortii in A ,- Q , v. Brunuing 
(ISGO), 8 II. L. Cas. 243, at p. 260. The rights of the Crown must depend upon 
what was the condition of the proneriy, not by way of estoppel, but by way of 
equitable principles (A.-G. v. I/uhbuck, aupra, per Brett, M.R., at p. 288); see 
also A. O. v. Dixid, [1894J 2 Q, B. 160. 

(/) Advocate-Oeneral v. AnatnUher (1860), 13 DunL (Ct. of Soss.) 450 (savings 
from the real estate of an infant invested in real estate) ; A.-G. v. Aikahary 
(Marqaia) (1887), 12 App. Cas. 672, per Lord Selborkb, at p. 681. 

i m) A.-G. V. Aileshiiry {Marquia\ aupra. 
n) Ibid,, per Lord Macnaohten, atp. 692. 

o) A,‘G, V. Lomaa (1873), L. R. 9£xch. 29; In the Oooda of Ounn (1884), 
^D. 242; Re Bicherafm, Bcalea v. Ileyhoe^ 11892] 1 Ch. 379, 384. If 
estate remits imconvert^ at the time when the heir who takes an undisposed- 
of interest in it dies, and if there is nothing in the will making it necessary to 
convert it, it is taken as real estate, and devolves according to the rules govern- 
ing the descent of real estate ; but where there is a legal ooli^tion to sell, and 
the proceeds are to form a portion of a joint and single fund for the purposes of 
the will, then, whatever may be the condition of the property at the Umo of the 
death of the heir taking the undisposed-of interest, it is, both for the puipose 
of distribution, and for the purpose of probate duty, to be considered as money 
(A.-G. V. Xomas, supra, per Kelly, O.B., at p. 34, on the authority of A. G« v« 
Brmning, aupra; see also i2e Richeracn^ BeaJtm v- HeyKoe^ aupra), 
ip ) A.-G. V- Brunning, aupra. 

' lUd .^ per Lord Ghslhsford, at p. 266- 
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payable 
ufioii cverv 
grant in the 
ehaio of title. 


deprive the purchase-money of the character of personal estate 
when it is completed (r). 

Where a lease of real estate contains an option to purchase, 
which is exercised by the lessee after the lessor’s death, the real 
estate is regarded as converted from the date of the lease, and the 
purchase-money forms part of the personal estate of the lessor (s), 
and is chargeable with probate duty (f); but it is otherwise where 
the period for the exercise of the option is extended by the lessor’s 
will, and the option is exercised during the extended period (a). 

As real estate belonging to a partnership is impressed in equity 
with the character of personal estate, the share of a deceased 
partner therein is chargeable with probate duiy(ly), unless by a 
binding agreement, the performance of which w’ould affect the 
property during the lifetime, the rule of law is superseded by the 
real estate being taken out of the partnership property (c). If the 
real estate was substantially involved in the business, it is 
immaterial how it was acquired by the partners, whether, e.^., by 
descent or devise (d). The interest of a deceased person in a joint 
adventure in land is governed by similar considerations (c). 

Sub-Seot. 2. — Cumulative Dutice, 

429 . Probate duty, subject to the exceptions stated later (/), is 
payable in connection with every grant which is necessary to 
establish the devolution of property (r/), and it is immaterial that a 
person entitled to an expectant interest dies before the reversion 
f dls into possession (/<). 

Wher^ a bequest of personal estate takes effect, notwithstanding 
the death of the legatee in the testator’s lifetime (i), the subject- 


(r) A,~Q, V. (ISGOJ, 8 II. L. Cas. 2ia, Lord CiiELMSFOiiD, at 

p. 2G0. If the duty is paid, ana tbo contract goes off, tbore should be a return 
of dut}' (ibid.). If tbo purcliasor dies bofoio performance of the agreement, 
probate duty is pavoble on his poreonal estate, but on the contract being })er- 
iformod, a return of duty should be luado.under the Kailway Passenger Duty 
Act, 1842 (5 & 0 Viet. c. 79), s. 23 (ibid., at p. 267). 

I f) Coilingufood r. How (1857), 3 Jur. (n. 8.) 785. 
t) Lord V. Colvin (1867), L. K. 3 Eq. 737, per Malins, V.-C., at p. 742. 
a) lie Ooodall, Odniall y. QoodaV, [1895] W. N. 136. 
h) A,-0. V. JIubbuck (1884), 13 U. B. D. 275, 278, 289, C. A. ; Furbeer. 
Steven, Mackenzie v. Forbes (1870), L. XL 10 Eq. 178: Partnei-ship Act, 1890 
(53 & 54 Viet. 0. 39), fl. 22. 

(c) A.-O. V. Ilubouck, supra, at pp, 278, 280. As to what will remit land to 
its original character, see per Bowen, L. J., at p. 290. See also Matson y. Swift 
(18-15), 8 Beav. 368, explained in /I .-(7. v. Brunning, supra^ per Lord Cban- 
WORTH, at p. 260; Custance y, Bradshaw (1845), 4 Hare, 315, explained in 
A,-0, V. Brunning, supra, per Lord Cranworth, at p. 259, in Forbes y. Steven, 
Mackenziey, Forbes, supra, per James, V.-O., at p. 191, and in A.-O. v. Iluhbuck, 
supra, per Lord CoLSKinaE, O.J., atp. 280. 

(d) Watertr ▼. Waterer (1873), L. iL 15 Eq. 402, 406 ; Be Cooper, Cooper ▼, 
CWper (1878), 26 W. B. 785, 

(a) Lord Advocate v. Matfarlane'e Trustete (1893), 31 Sc. L. B. 357 ; see also 
rurtnersbip Act, 1890 (53 A 54 Yiot. a 39], s. 20 (31 
(/) Seep. 311, poaf. 

(y) PaHtiwfonv. A.-0. (1869), L. B. 4 H. L. 100. 

I. ^0 Molkin (1846). 2 Ph. 64; A.-0. v. MaxwcB (1860), IQ 

(«} Wills Aot» 1837 (7 Will. 4 41 Viot a 26} ; ees p. 186^ ante* 
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matter of the bequest forms part of the personal estate of the dead 
legatee, and is chargeable with probate duty (A:). But it is other* 
wise where the bequest is to the pre-deceasing legatee’s representa* 
tives to be applied as part of his estate (Q. 

Sub-Sect. 3.— Z>omtci7 and Situs. 

430. The personal estate and effects belonging to the deceased, 
in order to be liable to probate duty, must be locally situate within 
the jurisdiction of the British court at the time of the death, when 
the right to duty attaches (r^O, and it is immaterial that the grant 
has been eventually de facto made available to collect foreign 
funds ( 7 z). 

431. The domicil of the deceased does not affect the liability to 
the duty (o). 

432. Furniture and such like things are assets for the purposes 
of jurisdiction where they are actually situate at the time of the 
death; leases are assets where the land lies(jp); specialty debts 
owing from persons out of the United Kingdom (q) are assets where 
the instrument happens to be (r) ; simple contract debts, whether 
the title is evidenced or not by bills of exchange or promissory 
notes («), and specialty debts owing from persons in the United 
Kingdom ( 7 ), are assets where the debtor resides at the time of the 
death (a). Foreign bonds or other securities situate in the United 
Kingdom, and transferable here by delivery, whether the dividends 
are payable here or abroad, are assets in this country ( 6 ), and it is 
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(A-) VerryU Kxeentors v. ll. (1808), L. II. 4 Kxch. 27. 

(/) Lord Adrocate v. JJoyie, [189-4] A. C. 83; A.-O, y, Loyd^ [1895] 1 Q. B. 
400. Quaere whether the duty would not be payable if the testator indicated 
that the bequest was to be iu the same position under the statute as if it had in 
fact belonged to the legatee (Lord Advocate y. Bogie, supra, per "Lord Watson, 
at p. 95). 

(w?) A.-Q, V. Dimond (1831), 1 Cr. & J. 356; A,-0, v. Hope (1834), 1 
Cr. M. & E. 530, H. L. ; A,-Q, v. 7’arftrt^fon(1862), 1 II. &0. 467, 474; A.-G, y, 
Pratt (1874). li. E. 9 Exch. 140, 143. In cases, however, where the fixed duty 
of 30s. is to be paid under the Customs and Inland Bevenue Act, 1881 (4-1 & 45 
Viet. c. 12), B. 33, see p. 312, post. Compare In the Goods of Henley (1880), 
HP. D. 126. 

(n) A,-G, y, Dimond, supra, at p. 371 ; A,-0, v, Hope, supra, at p. 500; 
A.-O, V. Bouwtns (1838), 4 M. & W. 171, 190; Pearse v. Ptarse (1838), 9 Sim. 
430. 

(0) Partington v. A,-Q, (1809), L. E. 4 11. L. 100; see also TTiwans v. 

[1910] A. C. 27, 30, 33, 35. 

ip) Compare Gurney v. Rawlins 0830), 2 hf. & W. 87, per Parke, B., at p.9l. 

(7) Beveuue Act, 1862 (25 & 26 Viet. c. 22), s. 39. A policy under seal is a 
specialty (Gurney v. Rawlins, sujtra), 

(r) Compare Stamps Commissioner v. Hope, [18911 A. 0. 470, P. 0. 

(s) It is immaterial that the bills of exchange have not reached maturity, 
been accepted, or even presented, or are on the high seas, if the person who 
becomes debtor was in the United Kingdom (A.-O. v. Pratt (1874), L. E. 9 
Exch. 140). If the drawee refuses to accept, or docs net pay at maturity, 
gucere (ibid,, per Kelly, C.B., at p. 144). See also Lithe Goods of Wyahojf (\mi\ 
3 Sw. & Tr. 20. 

(a) A,-Q, T. Bouu'ens^ supra, per Lord ABiNQEBy C.B., at p. 191 ; see also 
Winans v. supra. 

(5) A.-O. T. BouwenSf supra. 
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immaterial that the docament is not completely operative to pass 
the title (c). , 

Where, by statute, the evidence of title to shares is the register 
of shareholders, the property is located where the register is (d). 

In the case, however, of a member registered in a colonial re^ster 
under the Companies (Colonial Kecisters) Act, 1883 (c), who dies 
domiciled in the United Kingdom (/), his share or other interest is 
deemed to be situate in the United Kingdom (g). 

The locality of any share, stock, bond, or security, of any Indian 
railway company is the locality, whether in India or Great Britain, 
of the register in which it has been actually registered for the time 
being, except that as soon as notice has been given for the transfer 
from one register to another the share is deemed to be actually 
registered in the register to which it is to be transferred (li). 

Indian Government promissory notes, and certificates issued, or 
stock created in lieu thereof, the interest on which is payable in 
London by drafts payable in India, and which are registered in the 
books of the Secretary of State in London, or in the books of the 
Bank of England, or enfaced in India for the purpose of registra- 
tion before the death of the owner, also all Indian Government 
promissory notes, issued with coupons attached, in the same circum- 
stances as to registration, and certificates issued or stock created in 
lieu thereof, are deemed to be personal estate in England (i). 

A ship registered at any port in the United Kingdom, notwith- 
standing that at the time of the death it is at sea, or elsewhere out 
of the United Kingdom, is deemed to have been then in the port of 
registry (i). 

In the case of a deceased person’s share in the unascertained 
residuary personal estate of another deceased person, the local 
character of the asset in the estate of the deceased legatee is fixed 


(c) Stern v. [18961 1 Q. B. 211, 218. 

((/) A.‘0. V, Higgine (1857), 2 H. & N. 339; that is, it has been said, where 
the head office of the company is {Laidlay v. Lonl Advocate (1890), 15 App. Cas. 
468,^ Lord Hekschell, at p. 483, following; In the Goode of Awing (1881), 
6 P. 1). 19, per Hannen, P., at p. 23, on the authority of A.-O, v. Higgins^ 
eupra). See also Femandee* Executore' Case (1870), 5 Ch. App. 314 (an English 
company with a branch in India, whore the chief business of the company was 
earned on, was wound up, and the assets were remitted to the official liquidator 
in this country, and pixioate duty was held to be payable on a final dividend 
payable to the estate of an Indiw testator, who aied after the assets were so 
remitted). 

(e) 46 & 47 Viet. o. 30. 

(/) Bevenue Act, 1889 (52 & 53 Yict. o. 42), s. 18. 

(Companies (Colonial Begisters) Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Viet c. 30), s. 3 (7) (b). 
(h) Indian Bailway Companies Act, 1873 (36 i 37 Viet. c. 4.3), s. 6. 

^ (t) Indian Seoimities Act, 1860(23 & 24 Vict c. 5), s. 1. English representa- 
tion is sufficient with respect to such notes and moneys (ibid,), 

(M Bevenue (No. 2) Act, 1864 (27 & 28 Vict. a 56), s. 4. Personal estate on 
the nigh seas, longing to a Briti^ subject, although not within any jurisdic- 
tion, is, it has been said, subject to probate duty in wis country (A.-v. y. Fratt 
(1874), L. B. 9 Exch. 140, per Kxllt, C.B., at p. 143, but Ahphlbt^ B., eemhle, 
duA, at p. 146). See also A,*0, y. Hope (1834), 1 Cr. M. A B. 530, L., where 

probate d^ was paid in of personal estate on the high seas ; and Inthe 

Goode gf Wyekof (1862), 3 Sw. Tt, 20, where a grant was issued in respect, 
mmhle^ Mtr alia, of cw in a British i^p on the hig^ seas belonging to a 
toreigiisr. 
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by the residence of the debtor-executor, and the situation of the Skot. 2 . 

assets in the original estate is immaterial ({) ; and a de^^sed 
person’s share in a fund, the subject of a British settlement, repre- Subject- 
senting the proceeds to arise from the sale of foreign real estate 
under a trust for that purpose, is an English equitable chose in _ 
action (m)* 

Where a partnership business is substantially foreign, although Foreign 
the major portion of the partners are resident in this country, and 
the business is financed by a financial house in this country, to 
whom the proceeds of the produce of the business are to be remitted, 
the interest of a deceased partner, where his executors have tho 
right to dispose of bis share, is not an asset in this country (n). 


Sect 3. — Exceptions from the Charge oj Duty. 

433. Probate duty is not payable in respect of any personal 
estate and effects of which the deceased was possessed as a trustee 
and not beneficially ( 0 ). 

All second and subsequent grants of representation, in the same 
estate, are exempt from the payment of the duty, where the full duty 
has been paid upon the value of the estate in connection with a 
previous grant (p). 

Where (namely, in the case of persons dying on or after the 
2nd August, 1894) estate duty is chargeable upon the principal 
value of property which passes on the death, probate duty is not 
payable {q). 

The effects of any common seaman (r), marine, or soldier, who 
is slain or dies in the service of the Sovereign, are exempt from 
probate duty («). 

The duty is not payable where the whole estate and effects of a 
deceased person do not exceed £100 in value (f). 

Where a policy of life assurance has been effected with any 
insurance company by a person who dies domiciled out of the 
United Kingdom, the production of a British grant of representation 
is not necessary to establish the right to receive the money assured, 
and accordingly no probate duly is payable (a). 


Trust 

properly. 

Subsequent 

grants. 


Where 
estate duty 
is chargeabia 


The effects 
of any 
common 
seaman etc. 
Small estates 

Policy of 
assurance 
effected by 
a person 
domiciled 
abroad. 


p) Siidtley {Lord) v. [1897] A 0. 11. If the estate had been fully 

administered, quaere whether it would have made any difference per Lord 
llERScnELL, at p. 18) ; but if the executor had held the whole estate for one 
legatee, it might have done so Uhid,^ Lord Shaio), at p. 20). 

(m) Re Sm^hf Leach v. Leach, [1898] 1 Oh. 89, 

(n) Laidlay y. Lard Advocate (1890), 15 App. Gas. 468. 

(o) Customs and Inland Bevenue Act, 1881 (44 & 45 Viet, c, 12), s. 27 ; see 
also Probate and Le&racy Duties Act, 1808 (48 Geo. 3, c. 149), ss. 35—37 ; Stamp 
Act, 1815 (55 Geo. sT c. 184). ss. 38, 50 ; Carr y. Roberts (1831), 2 B. & Ad. 905; 
Uenndl y. Strang (1856), 25 L. J. (cii.) 407. 

I p) Probate Duty Act, 1801 (41 Geo. 3, c. 86), 8. 3. 

q) Finance Act, 1894 (57 & 58 Viet. c. 30), s. 1, Sebed. L (1). 

r) See p. 201, anfe. 

s) Stomp Act, 1815 (55 Geo. 3, c. 184), Sched., Part HI ; see also note (/), 
p. 201, ante, 

(i) Bevenue 2) Act, 1864 (27 & 28 Viet. c. 56), s. 5. The death must be 
after the 24th duly, 1864 {ibid.). See also note (g), p. 201, ants, 

. (a) Revenue Act, 1889 (52 4t 53 Viet c. 42), a. 19. 
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Sect. 4 . — Bates of Duty. 

434. The rate of probate duty depends upon the value of the 
estate and effects, and the scale of rates is as follows Qj) : — Where the 
value of the estate and effects is above dBlOO and not above £500, 
the rate is £1 for every full sum of £50, and for any fractional part 
of £60 over any multiple of £50. Wliere the value is above £500 
and not above £1,000, the rate is £1 58. for every full sum of £50, 
and for any fractional part of £50 over any multiple of £50. Where 
the value is above £1,000, the rate is £3 for every full sum of £100, 
and for any fractional part of £100 over any multiple of £100. 

Where the value of the whole personal estate in or out of the 
United Kingdom of any person dying after the 81st May, 1881, 
without any deduction for debts and funeral expenses, exceeds £100 
but does not exceed £800, a fixed duty of 308. may be paid (c). 

Sect. 5. — Value Chargeable. 

Sub-Sect. 1. — Qro&s Value, 

435. The duty is payable upon the principal value of the property 
chargeable therewith in respect of which the grant is obtained (f/), 
and the affidavit (<’) must accordingly include the property at its 
then value (/), with all accretions of interest since the death (y). 


{h) Customs and Inland Uevonue Act, 1881 (41 & 4o Viet. c. 12), s. 27. The 
rate of duty depends upon the law in force at the date of the grant {Re Jiyy, 
Lai ary, Jonee (1880), 5 L. K. Ir. 282). For the duties on grants of representa- 
tion prior to the let June, 1881, see stat (1694) 5 & 6 Will. & Mar. c. 21; 
stat. (1698) 9 Will. 3, o. 25 ; stat. (1779) 19 Geo. 3, c. 66 ; stat. (1783) 23 
Geo. 3, c. 58 ; stat. (1789) 29 Geo. 3, c. 61 ; stat. (1795) 35 Geo, 3, c. 30 ; stat. 
(1797) 37 Goo, 3, o. 90; Administration of Estates Act, 1798 (38 Geo. 3, c. 87); 
Probate Duty Act, 1801 (41 Geo. 3, c. 86); Stamp Act, 1804 (44 Goo. 3, o. 98) ; 
Stamp Act, 1815 (65 Geo. 3, c. 184), s. 2, Schod., Part III. ; Probate Duty 
Act, 1859 (22 & 23 Viet. c. 36), s. 1 ; Povonue (No. 2) Act, 1864 (27 & 28 Viet, 
c, 56), 8. 5; Customs and Inland Povonue Act, 1880 (43 Viet. c. 14), s. 9, Sched. 
^V'holO, in the ca^e of an applicittion for an original grant on or aftor the Ist 
June, 1889, in the case of a person dying befui e the 2ud August, 189-1, the 
value of the estate and effects exceeds £10,000, torapoi-ary estate duty is al^ 
payable. Whore a further affidavit is to be delivered in respect of additional 
value, then if the original value exceeded £10,000, additional duty is payable 
in respect of the adiiitional value, but if the original value did not exceed 
£10,000, although the whole value does, duty is payable in respect of the whole 
value. The rate of the duty is £l for every full sum of £100, and for any 
fraction of £100 over any multiple of £100. As to the subject generally, see 
Customs and Inland Revenue Act, 1889 (62 & 53 Viet. c. 7), ss. 6 (1), (3—7), 7—9. 

(c) Customs and Inland Pevonue Act, 1881 (44 & 45 Viet c, 12), s. 33 (l), (5). 
The grant must be obtained under the provisions of the section. If it is after- 
wards discovered that the value exceeds £300, probate duty is payable in respect 
of the true value, and no aPowance is made for the fixed duty paid (titVf., s. 35). 

(d) Doe d. Riehardey. Evane (1847), 10 Q. B. 476 (leasehold property improved 
by building between the death and the grant). Scottish and Irish assets may 
be included for duty in the affidavit when the English grant is to be resealed in 
Scotland under the Confirmation of Executors (Scotland) Act, 1858 (21 & 22 
Viet 0 . 56), 88. 14, 15, and in Ireland under the Probates and Letters of 
Administration Act (Ireland), 1857 (20 & 21 Viet. o. 79), ss. 94, 95. 

it) See p. 314, poet* 

If) A*-Q. V. FartingUm (1862), 1 H. A 0. 457, per Beaicwxll, B., at pw 474. 
(i) Porfiiipto»v.A.-<7.(l869),L.B.4H.L. 100. ^ 
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Btocks and shares are to be valued at their then market price (A). 6. 

If the duty in respect of a contingent reversionary interest is Value 
not paid when the grant is obtained, the duty when the interest Cnargeahle> 
falls into possession is to be paid upon the value actually realised (i)* special caaos. 
It is not sufficient to include such an interest at a nominal sum in 
the original affidavit, the Crown being entitled to duty upon the fair 

value of the expectancy (A). . , . , , x 

Conjectural estimates are to be set right when the facts are 

ascertained (/). ^ 

Desperate and doubtful debts owing to the deceased may, in the 
judgment of the executor fairly and bond fide exercised, be omitted 
in the first instance (m), but if afterwards paid they become part of 
the estate (n). 

Sub-Sect. 2,— Deductions. 

436. Where the deceased died domiciled in the United Kingdom, Power to 
the person applying for the grant may state in his affidavit the fact debtg 
of such domicil, and deliver a schedule of the debts due from the expensw”' 
deceased to persons resident in the United Kingdom, and an account whcro the 
of the funeral expenses, and, for the purpose of the charge of duty, dece^ died 
the aggregate amount of the debts and funeral expenses may be 
deducted from the value of tlie estate and eilects specified in the Kingdom, 
account delivered with the affidavit (o). 

437. Debts which may be so deducted are debts due and owing What debts 
from the deceased which, in their own nature and character, apart 

from any direction in the deceased’s will (p), are payable bylaw 
out of any part of the estate and effects comprised in the 
affidavit (q). They do not include voluntary debts expressed to be 
payable on the death of the deceased, or payable under any instru- 
ment which has not been bond fide delivered to the donee three 
months before the death (r), or debts in respect of which any real 
estate may be primarily liable (s), or in respect of which a 


Ui) Wuliart V. Lord Advocate (1880), 18 Sc. L. E. 62. 

(t) Lord ▼. Colvin (1867), L. B. 6 Eq. 737 ; //. M, Advocate t. Findlay 
{Kennedy's Fador) (1890), 28 Sc, L. R. 696. These cases are upon the Stamp 
Act, 1815 (55 Geo. 3, c. 184), s. 41. Queert^ whether the position is the same 
under the Customs and Inland Revenue Act, 1881 (44 & 46 Viet. c. 12), s. 32. 

{k) Lord Advocate v. Pringle (1878), 15 Sc. L. R. 624, 

(l) Wishart v. Lord Advocate ^ supra, per the Lord President (Inglis), 
p. 64. 

(m) Moses Y. Cro/Ver (1831), 4 0. & P, 624, per Lord Tenterpen, C.J., at 
p. 525 ; approved, A.-O. v. Dr mining (1860), 8 II. L. Cas. 243, per Loid Wens* 
LEYDALE, at p. 262 ; and Perry's Executors v. R. (1868), L. R. 4 Exch. 27, per 
Brahwell, B., at p. 31. 

(a) Perry's Eoceeulors v. R., supra, per Bbaitwell. B., at p. 31. 

(o) Customs and Inland Revenue Act, 1881 (44 & 45 Viet. c. 12), s. 28. 

(p) Pereival y. R. (1864), 3 H. & C. 217, per Mabtik, B., at p. 230 (direction 
to pay out of mixed xundl. 

(q) Galls on shares paid by executors may be deducted, even where the shares 
have been transferred into their names, provided the calls are paid in the 
ordinary course of administration {Wishart v. Lord Advocate, supra), 

(r) See also Probate Duty Act, 1861 (24 4b 25 Viet. c. 92), s. 3. 

(t) Be Taylor's Estate (1^3), 8 Exch. 384 ; see also Barham T. Thanet {Earl) 
(1834), 3 My. ft K. 607, per Lbaoh, M.R., at p. 624. 



Funeral 438. Funeral expenses which may be deducted must be reason- 

ejtpcnacs. according to law (j). 

Sect. 6. — Collection of the Duty. 

Sub-Sect. U—The Didy. 

Nature of 439. Probate duty is a stamp duty, and may bo denoted by 
the duty. impressed or adhesive stamps, or partly by one and partly by the 

other, as the Commissioners (h) think proper (t). 

How payable. The duty is chargeable on the affidavit (/c) to be required 
and receive ! from the person applying for the grant (0, and the 
several provisions in force on the 1st June, 1881 in relation to 


(f) a mortgage debt which is payable by the heir or devisee under the 
Heal Estate Charges Acts, 1854, 1867, and 1877 (17 & 18 Viet. c. 113 ; 30 & 31 
Viot. c. 69 ; 40 & 41 Viet. c. 34). 

(a) Customs and Inland Revenue Act, 1881 (44 & 45 Viet. c. 12), s. 28. 

(5) Inland Revenue Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Viet. c. 124^8. 7. 

(c) Zord Advocate of Scotland y, IJnyart (1872), L. K 2 So. & Div. 217; see 
also A.-O, V. Murray (1887), 20 L. R. Ir. 124, 127, C. A. 

(d) MarihaU v. Lord Advocate (1874), 11 So. L. R. 392. 

(s) Moir^e Trustees v. Lord Advocate (1874), 11 Sc. L. R. 157 ; A.-G. v. Murray 
(1887), 20 L. R. Ir. 124, 0. A. 

(/) R. V. Stamps and Taxes Commissioners (1849), 18 L. J. (a. B.) 201, 

( ^) Customs and Inland Revenue Act, 1881 (44 & 45 Viot. a 12), s. 28. See 
note (M, p. 210, ante. 


J h) See note (A), p. 249, ante. 

t) Customs and Inland Revenue Act, 1881 (44 ft 45 Viet. o. 12), s. 26. An 
lesive stamp is used for the hxed duty of 30s. under ibid., s. 33, and impressed 
stamps for the other duties. 

(k) The affidavit is to be in such form as may be prescribed (Oustoms and 
Inland Revenue Act, 1880 (43 Viot. c. 14), s. 10 (4) ; Onstoms and Inland 
Revenue Act, 1881 (44 ft 45 Viot o. 12), s. 29; and the Commissioners are to 
provide forms of affi^vit stamped to denote the duties payable (Onstoms and 
Inland Revenue Aot, 1881 (^ ft 45 Viot o. 12), s. 29). 

(0 Oustoms and Inland Revenue Act, 1881 (44 ft 45 Viot o. 12), s. 27. Frior 
to the Ist June, 1881, the duty was chargeable upon the grant itself (Stamp 


Aot, 1816 (55 Oeo. 3, o. 184), a 2, Sdhed., 

(m) /.e., the date of the oommenoemont of the Optoma and Inland Revenue 
Ao\ 1881 (44 ft 45 Vipt p. 1?}, 


on the grant itself (Stamp 
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the earlier probate dotiee ue, eo £ar as they are eoDBietont, deraoed 
to be aiq^dioabte to the duty ao diar{^ttble (n). 

Sii»4&or. %f~Whm tU DiOy U pt^aUt. 


Baax,*. 
OdOeeiHim 
of the 
Doty. 


440 . It any part of the estate is taken possession of, or in any wiun 
manner administered, a grant must be obtained, and the protote 
duty paid, within six calendar months after the death of the 
deceased, or within two calendar months after the terminabon of 
any action or dispute respecting the will, or the right to letters 
of administration, if there is any such, that is not ended within 
four calendar months after the death (o). 

If at any time it is discovered that the estate was, at the Wto 
time of the grant, of greater value than that mentioned in the 
certificate on the grant of the officer of the court (p), or that any payable, 
deduction for debts or funeral expenses was mde erroneously, a 
further affidavit, with an account, is, within six months after the 
discovery, to be delivered to the Commissioners, duly stamped for 
the adffitional duty payable, with interest from the date of the 
grant, or from such subsequent date as the Commissioners may, in 
the circumstances, think proper (q). 


Sub-Sect. 3 . — By whom the Duty ia payahU. 

441 . The duty is payable by the person applying for the By whom 
grant (r), or by any person who takes possession of, or in any 
manner administers («), any part of the personal estate (<). P y • 

Together with the affidavit (a) to be required and received Account to 
from the applicant for the grant, an account (b) is to be delivered on 

of the particulars of the personal estate for or in respect of which application 
the grant is to bo made, and of the estimated value of the forgmnt 


(n) Customs and Inland Eevenue Act, 1881 (44 & 45 Viet, c, 12), s. 26 (3) ; 
soe also Court of Probate Act, 1857 (20 & 21 Viet. c. 77), s. 92. 

(o) Stamp Aet, 1816 (55 Geo. 3, c. 184), s. 37 ; Crown Suits etc. Act, 1865 
(28 & 29 Viet. c. 104), s. 67) ; Customs and Inland Revenue Act, 1881 (44 & 45 
Viet. c. 12), s. 40. The Commissioners have power, in certain circumstances, and 
on certain conditions, to allow a grant to issue on credit (Stamp Act, 1815 
(56 Geo. 3, c. 184), ss. 45—49 ; see Doe d. Hanley v. Wood (1819), 2 B. & Aid. 
'*24, 733 ; Howard v. Prince (1847), 10 Beav. 312). 

(p) See p. 816, poaL 

(q) Customs and Inland Revenue Act, 1881 (44 A 45 Viet. c. 12), s. 32. In 
the case of grants obtained before the 1st June, 1881, see Stamp Act, 1816 
(65 Geo. 3, c. 184), ss. 41, 43. 

(r) Customs and Inland Eevenue Act, 1881 (44 & 46 Viet. c. 12), s. 27. 

{a) Including a British company which transfers shares without production ot 
a British grant (New Fork Brewertea Co. v. A.-G., [1899] A. 0. 62). 

(f) Stamp Act, 1816 (66 Geo. 8, o. 184), s. 87 ; Crown Suits etc. Act, 1865 
(28 A 29 Vict. c. 104), a 67 ; Customs and Inland Revenue Act, 1881 (44 A 46 
Viot c. 12), 8. 40. 

(a) Stamp Act, 1816 (66 (4eo. 3, c. 184), s. 38. The affidavit may be made by 
some other competent person, and not necessarily by the executor (In the Oooae 
of Urruda (1869), L. R. 1 P. A D. 698). 

(h) As to the transmission of the account and other documents and particulars 
to the Commissioners by the Probate Registry, see Court of Probate Act, 186*^ 
(20 A 21 Viot. c. 77), a 93 ; Customs and Inland Revenue Act» 1880 (43 Viet* 
a 14), 8. 10(2). 
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parlicalars (c). The affidavit is to extend to the verification of the 
account, or to the verification of such account and the schedule of 
debts and funeral expenses, as the case may he(<f). 

Every grant is to bear a certificate in writing under the 
hand of the proper officer of the court, showing that the affidavit 
for the Commissioners has been delivered, and, if liable to duty, 
has been duly stamped, and stating the amount of the gross value 
of the estate and effects as shown by the account (e). 

The Commissioners may at any time, and from time to 
time, within three years after the grant, as they may think 
necessary, require the person acting in the administration (/) of 
the estate and effects to furnish such explanations, and to produce 
such documentary or other evidence respecting the contents of, or 
particulars verified by, the affidavit as the case may seem to them 
to require (p). 

442. If a correction of the original estimate of value becomes 
necessary, it is to be made by the person acting in the administra- 
tion of the estate (ft), when the mistake is discovered (i), and if 
there is no such person, the estate having been fully administered, 
the Crown is without remedy (ft). 

The Commissioners upon receipt of a stamped further affidavit 
are to cause a certificate (1) to be written on the grant, by an 
authorised officer, setting forth the true value of the estate and 
effects as then ascertained, or, as the case may be, the corrected 
amount of the deductions, and such certificate is substituted for, 
and has the same force and effect as, the certificate of the officer of 
the court (ft). 

Sub-Sect. 4. — Out of what Properiy the Duty is /.a^aWc. 

443. Probate duty is, in general, payable out of the residuary 
personal estate (m). 

In the case, however, of estate and effects which the deceased has 
disposed of by will under any authority enabling him to dispose of 


I c) Customs and Inland Revenue Act, ISvSO (43 Viet. o. 14), s. 10 (1). 
a) Customs and Inland Revenue Act, 1881 (44 & 45 Viet. o. 12), s. 20. 
e) /6f(i., s. 30. 

/) See note (ft), infra. 

(//) Customs and Inland Revenue Act, 1881 (44 & 45 Viet. o. 12), s. 37. 

(ft) /ftid., s. 32. In the cose of grants obtained before the Ist June, 1881, 
see Stamp Act, 1816 (55 Geo. 3, c. 184), ss. 41, 43. 

(i) A.-G. V. Smith, [1893] 1 Q. B. 239, C. A. ; Be NunfCs EstaU, [1894] 1 1. R. 
252, 257. 

(ft) A.-G. v. Smith, supra, per A. L. Saerxn, L.J., at p. 214. 

{1) In an administration case, the administrator must first give security to 
the court to cover the oorreoted gross assets. Periodical notifications of recti* 
fications are to be given by the Commissioners to the court (Stamp Act, 1815 
(55 Qeo. 3, o. 184), s. 42). 

(m) Be Bourne, MarUn y. Martin, [^1893] 1 Ch. 188. Where the residuary 
peiaonal estate is insufficient, a specific Truest must exonerate real estate 
taken by the heir {Shepheard v. Beetham (1877), 6 Ch. D, 597 ; eecue for estate 
duty {Be FvBm, JParker v. Pullen, [1910] I Ch. 564) ). Probate duty is a testa- 
mentary expense (Z>avi>« v. Fowler (1873), L. B. 16 £qL 308); but is not a 
disbursement within the Solioitors Ao^ 1843 (6 & 7 Viet o. 73), s. 37 {Be Kingdon 
amd ITftlmn, [1902] 2 Ch. 242, 0. A., overruling Be Lamb (1889), 23 Q. B. D. 5). 
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it as he thinks fit, the probate duty payable in respect thereof (n) 
is a charge or burden upon the property bo disposed of, and is to be 
paid out of it, by the trustees or owners, to the person for the time 
being lawfully having or taking the burden of the execution of the 
will or testamentary instrument, or of the administration or manage- 
ment of the personal estate of the deceased, for the benefit of the 
persons entitled thereto (o). 

Sect. 7. — Interest, Penalties, and Proceedings^ 

Sub-Sect, l.^InUreH. 

444. Simple interest at the rate of S per cent, per annum, 
without deduction for income tax, is payable upon duty in arrear, 
and is recoverable in the same manner as if it were part of the 
duty (iO* 

Sub-Sect. 2. — Pemllies, 

445. If any person who ought to obtain probate or letters of 
administration (q), or to deliver a further affidavit (r), neglects to 
do so within the prescribed period, he is liable to pay double the 
amount of duty chargeable, and the same is a debt due from him 
to the Sovereign, and is recoverable by any of the ways or means in 
force («) for the recovery of probate, legacy, or succossion duties (0. 

Sub-Sect. 3. — Proceedings. 

446. If any person takes possession of, or in any manner 
administers, any part of the personal estate of any person deceased, 
without obtaining a grant within the prescribed period, the Com- 
missioners may sue out of the King’s Bench Division a writ of 

(n) where the deceased died after the 3rd April, 1860 (Probate Duty 
Act, 1860 (23 & 24 Viet. c. 15), s. 5). 

(o) I hid, ; lie Lamhert's Estate j Stanton v. Lamhert (1888), 39 Ch. D. 626, 633. 
Where a general power of appointment over a fund is exercised by will by way 
of appointing “the clear value” of specified sums of money, and “all the 
residue,” the probate duty, apart from express direction (Davies v. Fowler 
(1873), L. E. 16 Eq. 308), is payable out of the part appointed os residue (Rs 
Currie^ Bjtyrhman v. Kimberley (Lord) (1888), 67 L. J. (cil.) 743). 

ip) Finance Act, 1896 (59 & 60 Viet. c. 28), s. 18 (1), (2). 

\q) Compare New York Breweries Co, v. A.-O,, [1899] A. 0, 62, per Lori 
Davet, at p. 77. In Be BankingU Settlement Trusts (1868), L. R. 6 Eq. 601, 
605, the couit, the Commissioners accepting the probate duty, dispensed with a 
grant where insistence on it would have involved such expense and delay as to 
render the order of the court practically useless. 

(r) If the further affidavit is in a case where the fixed duty of 30s. under 
the Customs and Inland Revenue Act, 1881 (44 & 45 Viet. c. 12), s. 33, has been 
paid, a sum equal to the probate duty in respect of the true value of the 
estate, without allowance for the 30s., is a debt due to the Sovereign from the 
person acting in the administration of the estate (ihid,^ s. 35). 

(s) /.«., in 1881. 

(t) Customs and Inland Revenue Act, 1881 (44 A 45 Viet. o. 12), s. 40. 
Prior to the Ist June, 1881, see Stamp Act, 1815 (55 Geo. 3, o. 184), s. 37, 
for the penalty for not obtaining a grant within a given Ume, and ibid., 
B. 43, for the penalty for not paying further duty in a given time after the dis- 
oovery that insufficient duty has b^n paid. The pen^ty under 8. 37 does not 
prevent the repreBentatives from sub^uently twng out a grant (Dodger t* 
Areh (1854), 10 Exdi. 333, per Parke, B., at p. 337). See also Stamp Act, 
1891 (54 A 55 Viot. o. 39), B. 15, as to the penalty on stamping probates more 
than six months after the true value of the estate has been diswered. 
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summons commanding him to deliver an account of Uie estate 
of the deceased, and of its value, and to pay the duty properly 
chargeable, and costs of the proceedings, or to show cause to the 
contrary, and on cause being shown, such order is to be made as 
seems just; and any such proceedings are to be a waiver of all 
relative penalties incurred by such person (a). 

Sect. 8. — Bepayment of Overpaid Duty, 

447 . If at any time after the grant, and during the administra- 
tion of the estate, the value mentioned in the certificate of the 
officer of the court is found to exceed the true value, or if at any 
time within three years after the grant, or within such further 
period as the Commissioners may allow, it appears that no amount, 
or an insufficient amount, was deducted on account of debts and 
funeral expenses, the Commissioners, upon proof of the facts to 
their satisfaction, may return the amount of duty overpaid, and 
cause a certificate by an authorised officer to be written on the 
grant stating the true value, or, as the case may be, the amount, 
or corrected amount, of the deductions, and this certificate is to be 
substituted for, and have the same force and effect as, the original 
certificate (6). 


(a) Crown Suits etc. Act, I860 (28 & 2D Yict c. 104), s. 57 ; boo title 
CUOWN PftAOTICE, Vol. X., p. 19. 

{h) Customs and Inland llevenuo Act, 1881 (44 & 45 Vici c. 12), s. 31. As 
to prants on or after the let Juno, 1881, the alteration in the mode of dealing; 
with debts effected by this Act is a mere change in the mode of collection, and 
does not in any way alter the imposition of the tax (A.-t?. v. Murray (1887), 20 
L, B. Ir. 124, C. A., pfr FiTZoniBOX, L.J., at p. 147). In prior cases, see 
Stamp Act, 1815 (^55 Qoo. 3, c. 184), ss. 40, 51, and Railway Passenger Duty 
Act, i842 (5 & 6 Viet. c. 79), s. 23, in which cases a return of duty can only 
mode whore it is proved to the satisfaction of the Commissioners, by oath and 
proper vouchors, that the executor has paid the debts (Stamp Act, 1815 
(55 Qoo. 3, o. 184), s. 51 ; Railway Ppsengor Duty Act, 1842 (5 & 6 Viet. c. 79), 
B. 23). The power of the Commissioners to allow time beyond three years is 
where by reason of any proceeding at law or in equity the debts have not boon 
ascertained and paid, or the effects of the deceased recovered and made 
available, and in consequence the executor has been prevented from claiming 
the return within three years (Railway Passenger Duty Act, 1842 (5 & C Viet 
0. 79), B. 23). Where the duty has boon repaid on a fraudulent application, 
gneerty whether it can be ^ain demanded v. Keat (1840), 3 l^av. 141). 

As to petitions under the I^titions of Right Act, 1860 (23 & 24 Viet. c. 34), 
whore the Commissioners decline to repay, see title Crown Practice, Vol. X., 

E , 27 ; Percival v. if. (1864), 3 H. & 0. 217 ; Perry's Jbxecutvrs v. if. (1868), 
. R. 4 £xch. 27 ; ife Nathan (1884), 12 Q. B. D. 461. 

SemUty the Scoto common law principle of cvndictio indchiti has no application 
to money i^d os probate duty (Alston's Trustees v. Lord Advocate (1895), 33 
6a L. R. 2<8, per the Lord Orffinory (Mokcrieff), at p. 281). 
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Part I.— Definition, Nature, and Classification. 

Sect. 1. — Definition, 

448. There is said to be an estoppel where a party is not allowed 
to say that a certain statement of fact is untrue, whether in reality 
it be true or not (a). Estoppel, or “ conclusion as it is frequently 
called by the older authorities, may therefore be defined as a dis- 
ability whereby a party is precluded (1?) from alleging or proving in 
legal proceedings that a fact is otherwise than it has been made to 
appear by the matter giving rise to that disability. The law of 
estoppel is a branch of the law of evidence (c). 

Sect. 2. — Kinds of Estoppel. 

449. Estoppel is of three kinds — estoppel by matter of record 
or quasi of record, estoppel by deed, and estoppel in pais. 

(a) See Co. Litt, 352 a ; ** Estoppel is when one is concluded and forbidden in 
law to speak asainst his own act or deed, yea, though it be to say the truth ’* 
(Tenues de la Ley, tit Estoppel, cited in Aahpitel v. Bryan (1863), 3 B. & S. 474, 
489) ; 8imm v. Anglo-American Telegraph Co. (1879), 6 Q. B* D. 188, 0. A., per 
Bramwell, L.J., at p. 202. 

S in the older phraseology, ** concluded.** 

** Estoppel is only a rme of evidence : yon cannot found an action upon 
estoppel ** {Low V. Bouverie^ [18^1] 3 Ch. 82, 0. A. per Bowen, LJ., at p. 105 ; 

and see per Lindijsy, L.J., at p, 101, to same ^ 

Mines, Lid., [1893] 1 Ch. 618, 0. A. per Bowen 
y. Iteuter*a l^elegrum Co. (1877), 3 0. P. B, 1 ; 

P. 123, 0. A.,per Fabwsll, L.J,, at p. 144» 


, L. J., at p. 628 ; and see Dickson 
ffarriman y. LTarriman, [1909] 
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450. Estoppel of record or quasi of record arises (1) where an 
issue of fact has been judicially determined in a final manner 
between the parties by a tribunal having jurisdiction (d), concurrent 
or exclusive, in the matter, and the same issue comes directly in 
question in subsequent proceedings between the same parties ; 
(2) where the first determination was by^ a court having exclusive 
jurisdiction, and the same issue comes incidentally in question in 
subsequent proceedings between the same parties (e); (3) in some 
cases (/) where an issue of fact affecting the status of a person or 
thing has been necessarily (ff) determined in a final manner as a 
substantive part (h) of a judgment in rein (i) of a tribunal of com- 
petent jurisdiction to determine that status, and the same issue 
comes directly in question in subsequent civil proceedings between 
any parties whatever. 

Where the earlier decision is that of a court of record the 
resulting estoppel is said to be ‘‘of record”; where it is that of 
any other tribunal, whether erected by agreement of the parties 
or otherwise, the estoppel is said to be ** quasi of record.” 

451. Where, in a deed made between parties and verified 
by their seals, there is a statement of fact an estoppel results, and 
is called ‘‘ estoppel by deed ” (,/). If upon the true construction of 
the deed the statement is that of both or all the parties, the 
estoppel is binding on each party ; if otherwise, it is only binding on 
the party making it (fc). It seems that an estoppel also arises iii)on 
a deed poll, the mode of its execution being equally solemn with 
that of an indenture (0* 

452. Where one has either by words or conduct made to another 
a representation of fact, either with knowledge of its falsehood or 
with the intention that it should be acted upon(?n), or has so 
conducted himself that another would, as a reasonable man, under- 
stand that a certain representation of fact was intended to bo acted 
on, and that other has acted on such representation and thereby 


{d) Jurisdiction is essential; seep. 353, post, 

(e) Kingston's {Duchess) Case (1776), 2 Smith, L. C., 11th od., 731, per Da 
Guev, 0.^., at p. 732; Mackintosh v. Smith and Lowe (1365), 4 Maoq. 913, per 
Lord CiiELMSFOliD, at p. 924. 

(/) See Hill v. Clifford, [1907] 2 Oh. 236, C. A., per Gobell Babkes, P., at 
p. 250. 

{g) R, V. Ilarihgton Middle Quarter (InhahUants) (1855), 4 E. ft B. 780; 
Concha V. Concha (1886), 11 App. Gas. 541, affirming De Mora v. Concha 
(1885), 29 Ch. D. 268, 0. A. R, v. Hartington Middle Quarter {Inhabitants) 
supra, was doubted by Lord Selbobke, L.C., in R, v. Hutchings (1881), 6 
Q. B. D. 300, 303, but it appears to be well established ; see Wakefida Corporation 
v. Cooke, [1903] 1 K. B. 417, 424, 0. A. ; affirmed [1904] A. 0. 31. 

{h) R, V. Hartington Middle Quarter (Inhabitants), supra; Hobbs T« Henning 
(1864), 17 0. B. (k. B.) 791 (foreign judgment in rem). 

(f) For definition of judgment in rem, see p. 327, post. 

I 'n Co. Litt. 352 a ; explained, 2 Smith, L. 0., 11th ed., p. 746. 

il) Straughill v. Buck (1850), 14 Q. B. 781 ; eee p. 868, post. 

Bao. Abr. tit. Leases and Terms for Years, O. (ed. 1832), p. 653. 

i m) Fremanv. Coofee(1848), 2Exch. 654, nerPABXS, B.,atp. 663, explaining 
the word ** wilfiiUy ” in me role in Fkkard v. Bears (1837), 6 Ad. ft 4&, 474 ; 
approved, (Hiitmr Bank of Lomtiaina v* Fitd NoAienM Bank of New Orioam 
(1873), L. B. 6 E. L. 852| 360, 
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altered his position to his prejudice, an estoppel arises against the 
party who made the representation, and he is not allowed to avei 
that the fact is otherwise than he represented it to be (n). 

The conduct relied upon as amounting to a representation may 
be negligence, but this can only give rise to an estoppel where 
there is a duty to the person complaining to use due care ; and it 
is also necessary that the neglect should be in the transaction itself 
which is in dispute, calculated to lead, and in fact leading, as its 
real (o) cause to the belief created (p). 

The estoppel arising from conduct of the kinds here briefly 
referred to is one of the foms of estoppel by matter in pais, and 
is probably in modern times what is most usually meant by that 
expression. It is, however, properly, and was in old times more 
commonly, used to describe an estoppel arising from acts establish- 
ing certain relations of parties. Thus, the acceptance of rent on the 
one hand, and of an estate on the other, raise an estoppel between 
landlord and tenant (q), the former being precluded from denying 
the tenancy, the latter from denying his landlord's title. A 
similar estoppel ordinarily arises from the acceptance of a bail- 
ment (r). And the signatory of a bill of exchange or promissory 
note is precluded as against subsequent holders from denying the 
truth and genuineness of various matters appearing, expressly or 
by implication, upon the bill at the time of his signature («). 

463. In some cases the courts have called attention to a 
distinction between an estoppel, which was pleadable as such, and 
prevented the issue sought to be raised from going to the jury, 
and conclusive evidence, which obliged them to find the issue in 
accordance with it (<)• Estoppel in pais always belonged to the 


(n) Carr v. London and North WesUrn LaiL Co, (1875), L. R. 10 C. P. 307, 
per Breit, J., at pp. 316, 317. The throe propositions on these two pages, which 
it is here attempted to summarise, appear to be collected from l*iclcard v. 
SeatB (1837), 6 Ad. & El. 469; Frtefman v. Cooke (1848), 2 Exch. 654; 
Stvan V. North British AmtraJasian Co, (1862), 7 11. & N. 603 (first part of the 
rule laid down by Wilde, B., at p. 633); and Cornish v. AUngton (1859), 4 
II. & N. 519, 556. See also Caimeroee v. Lorimer (1860), 3Macq. 827, per Lord 
Campbell, L.O., at p. 829. 

fo) Seton V. La/ove (1887), 19 Q. B. D. 68, C. A., per Lord Esher, M.R., at 
p. 7i, reaffirming with the substitution of ** real ” for proximate *’ the fourth 
proposition in Carr y. London and North WnUm Rail, Co,^ eupra, 

(p) Carr v. London and North IlVs^frn Rail, Co,y supra, at p. 318, founded 
on the second part of Wilds, B.’s, rule in Swan v. North British Australasian 
Co., supra, witn Blackburn, J.’s, correction ((1863), 2 II, & 0. 175, Ex. Ch., 
at p. 182) ; and approved in Coventry v. Great Eastern Rail, Co, (1883), 11 
Q. B. D. 776, 0. A. 

(9) Co. Litt. 352 a. In like manner a ** surrender by operation of law takes 
place by estoppel {Lyon v. Reed (1844), 13 M. & W. 285) ; see p. 375, post, and 
title Landlord and Tenant. 

(r) Stonard v. Dunkin (ISKD, 2 Camp. 344 ; Gosling v. Bimie (1831), 7 Bing. 
389 ; Biddle V, Bond (1865), G B. 5b 8. 225 ; Henderson db Co, y, TFu/iama, [1895] 1 
Q. B. 521, 0. A. ; see p. 406, jposf; and title Bailment, Vol. I., p. 562. 

(s) Bills of Exchange Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Yict. c. 61), ss. 54 (2), 55 (1) (b), 
(2) (0), (c), 88(2) ; and seo Nash v. De Frdvilh, n900l 2 Q. B. 72, 89, C. A., 
and p. 894, post; and title Bills of Exchange, Vol. iL, pp. 495, 517 et sea, 

(f) Cowridi v. Conradi (1868), L. B, 1 T. A I). 514, per l^rd XteSANCB, at 
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latter category (w). The distinction, to which allusion will occa- 
sionally have to be made, is seldom referred to at the present time, 
and under the modern system of pleading seems to be of small 
importance. 

454. A maxim which is stated by the old writers as applicable 
to estoppels generally is that they “ ought to be mutual '' or 
reciprocal*' 0/), which means that they must bind both parties, and 
that a stranger can neither take advantage of nor be bound by 
them. This maxim, as will be seen later, has an important bearing 
on the law of estoppel by record (b). Its application to estoppel by 
deed depends, in the case of an indenture, on the construction of 
the deed (c) ; and it is to some extent true of estoppel between 
landlord and tenant (d). As to estoppel by representation, arising 
as it does out of a unilateral act, while it is true that a stranger to 
the representation cannot take advantage of it(60, the maxim has 
no further application, until, at least, the party relying on the 
representation has elected to treat it as true, after which it would 
seem, upon the principle expressed by it, that he would be con- 
clusively bound by liis election (/). The case of estoppel by repre- 
sentation seems to present the same sort of exception as the 
estoppel which has been said to arise from a deed poll (g). 


Part il. — Estoppel by Matter of Record. 

Sect. 1. — What wiU create Estoppel by Record. 

Sub-Sect. 1. — In General. 

455. A number of matters are enumerated by Lord Coke as 
matters of record giving rise to an estoppel, including, among others 
Nvliich are obsolete, letters patent, pleadings, and warrants of 
attorney {h) ; but for present purposes that which appears on the 
records of courts of law (t) need alone be considered. 


p. 518; Iloirard ▼. Hudson (1853), 2 B. & B. 1, 10, 11 ; Hohhs v. Henning {\%^)^ 
17 C. B. (N. s.) 791, 824 ; Flitters v. All/rey (1874), L. E. 10 C. P. 29, 41. 

(li) Freeman v. Cooke (1848), 2 Exch. 654, 662 ; and see p. 350, poet. 

(a) Co. Litt. 352 a ; Bac, Abr. tit. Leases and Terms for Years, 0. (ed. 1832)^ 
p. 852, citing James y. Landen (1585) Oro. Eliz. 36. 

' ( p. 349, post. 

, See p. 368, j*ost. 

d) Cadle y. Moody (1861), 30 L. J. (EX.) 385, per Bramweij., B., at p. 387 } 
see also Ilartcup Co. y, JieU (1883), Cab. & El. 19. 

(e) It. y. Amberyate etc. Rail. Co. (1833), 1 E. & B. 372. 

(/) Scar/ y. Jardine (1882) 7 Aj»p. Cas. 345. 

(g) Bac. Abr. tit. Leases and Terms for Years, 0. (ed. 1832), p. 852 ; see 
p. 3^, note (o), post. 

(h) Co. Litt 352 a. 

(i) As to records and courts of record, see title Courts, Yol. DC., pp. 9 — 11, 
et pcmim. See also as to the conclusiveness of such records, Co. Litt. 260 a, 
quoted by Lord Tbxterdek, C.J., in R. y. CarlUe (1831), 2 B. A Ad. 362, at 
pp. 367, 368; 3 Bl. Com. (ed. 1770), p. 24; and as to courts of record and 
courts not of record, 3 BL Com. go. 3 (p. 24), 4, 5; 4 BL Com. c. 19 
(pp. 255 H eeq.) (Criminal Oourts). 
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biiOT. 1. The doctrine of estoppel by record thus limited finds expression 
What wUl in two legal maxims — Interest reipuhlieee ut sit finis litium, and 
create Nemo debet his vexari pro eddem causd. It accords with the first 
Estoppel of these maxims that a party relying on estoppel by record should 
by Becord. i,e atig to show that the matter has been determined by a judgment 
in its nature final (k). The word “ final ” is here used as opposed to 
“ interlocutory ” (1). A judgment which purports finally to deter- 
mine rights is none the less effective for the purposes of creating 
an estoppel because it is liable to be reversed on appeal (m), or 
because an appeal is pending (n), or because for the purpose of 
working it out inquiries or accounts have to be taken (a). 

Jndgment 456. But the proceedings must have resulted in a judgment or 
ewentiaL decree. A verdict, not followed by judgment, will not create an 

estoppel, the reason being that there is nothing to show that such 
verdict may not have been set aside, or that the court has not 
declined to act upon it (i>). A verdict in divorce proceedings, 
followed by decree nisi, is, however, conclusive evidence in a 
subsequent suit between the same parties, although the decree has 
been set aside on the intervention of the King’s Proctor, if this 
has been done on grounds dehors the verdict, and not affecting its 
correctness (c). 


(t) Langmcad v. Maple (1865), 18 0. B. (N. 8.) 255 ; Masmm v. Thorley'e Cattle 
Food Co. (1880), 14 Ch. D, 748, 751, 0. A. ; Badar Beey. Hahib Merican Noordin^ 
[19091 A. C. 615 ; and see Pitt v. Hill and Broadway (1674), Oas. temp. Finch, 70 ; 
Temple y. Baltinglass (Viscountees) (1677), Cas. temp. Finch, 276. It is on this 
principle that no action can be brought to recover money paid under a judgment 
which has not been set aside, or for maliciously and without probable cause 
setting the law in motion while a judgment against the party complaining 
stands unreversed; see Iluff&r v. Allen (1866), L. 11. 2 Exch. 15 ; compare IVildee 
V. Busaell (1866), L. E. 1 0. P. 722 ; Bynoe v. Bank of England, [1902] 1 K. B. 
467, 0. A., following BaeSbS y. Mattheiue (1867), L. E. 2 0. P. 684 ; Vanderhergh 
V. Blake (1661), Hard. 194 ; and Castrique v. Behrens (1861), 3 £. & E. 709, 721 ; 
applied in Turley v. Daw (1906), 94 L. T. 216; compare JIuddlestone v. Asbugg 
(1675), Cas, temp. Finch, 204. So a decree for foreclosure is a bar to an action 
for redemption [Mallock v, Oalton (1735), 1 Dick. 65 ; compare Forde v. Tynte 
(1864), lOD. T. 93). For oases in which an interlocutory judgment intended 
finally to determine rights has been allowed to have the effect of a res Judicata, 
see p. 334, post. 

[l] lluntly (Marchionees) v. Oaskell, [1906] 2 Ch. 656, C. A., per Cozens- 
Hardy, L.J., at p. 667 ; and p. 334, post, 

(m) Doey. Wright (1839), 10 Ad. & El. 763 ; Oveiiony. Harvey (1850), 90. B. 
824; Uuntly (Marchioness) y. Oaskell, supra ; oompare Horrocksy, Stubos 

74 L. T. 68; Uxbridge Union v. Winchester Union (1904), 91 L. T. 533 (appeal 
failed, but not on merits) ; Clanmmris (Lady) v. Clanmorris (Lord) (1862^ 14 
1. Ch. E. 420 ; and, as to foreign judgments, Scott v. Pilkington (1861^, 2 B. & S. 
11 ; Nouvion y. Freeman (1889), 15 App. Cas. 1, 10, 11 ; see also title JUDGMENTS 
AND Orders. 

(«) Harris y. Willis (1855), 15 C. B. 710. 

(o) PouUon v. AdjustiiUe Cover and Boiler Block Co., [1908] 2 Ch. 430, 0. A. 

(5) 0* Connor v. Malone (1839), 6 CL & Fin. 572, per Lord Cottenham, L.O., at 
|>. 596 (verdict on an issue directed in a Chancery suit) ; Bancroft v. Bancroft 
(1864), 3 Sw. & Tr, 697, per Sir J. Wilde, at p. 599; compare Rdbinsony. DtUcep 
Singh (1879), 11 Oh. D. 798, 0. A. See also Kinsey y. Kinsey (1754), 2 Ves. Sen. 
577 ; Joly v. Swift (1847), 11 1. Eq. E. 410 (necessity for enrolment of decree), 
which, however, appear now to be obsolete, see Psarse v. Dobinson (1865), 35 
L. J. (CH.) no, 112, 

(c) Butler v. Butler, [1894] P, 25, 0. A., applying Conradi ▼. Conradi (1868)« 
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487. A judgment which would be final if it resulted from judicial 
decision after a contest is not prevented from being so by the fact 
that it was obtained by consent (d) or default (e), or as the result 
of admissions (/), provided the party against whom it is set up was 
under no disability (g). But the eflScacy of a judgment so obtained 
is somewhat strictly limited (h). 

Sub-Sect. 2 . — Judgmenta in rem. 

458. Final judgments which will give rise to an estoppel are 
divided into two classes, namely, judgments in rem and judgments 
in personam. But, as many judgments which fall into the former 
class deal with the status of persons, and not of things, the term 
“ judgments inter partes ** seems a preferable description of the 
latter class (f). 

459. A judgment in rem may be defined as the judgment of a 
court of competent jurisdiction determining the status of a person 
or thing, or the disposition of a thing (as distinct from the particular 
interest in it of a party to the litigation) (/c). Apart from the 
application of the term to persons, it must affect the res in the way 
of condemnation, forfeiture, declaration of status or title, or order for 
sale or transfer (i). 


L. R. 1 P. & D. 514; compare Waters y. Waters (1848), 2 De Q. & Sm. 591, 
615. 

(d) Re South American and Mexican (7o., Ex parte Bank of England^ [1895] 1 
Ch. 37, C. A.; AHaeon v. Stark (1838), 9 Ad. & El. 255; see also Bowden y, 
Beauchamp (1740), 2 Atk. 82 ; Burke y. CrosWe (1811), 1 Ball & B. 489, 503. 

(c) Hnffery, Auen (1866), L, R. 2 Exch. 15 ; Re South Essex Estuary Co., Ex 
parte Chorley (1870), L, R. 11 Eq. 157, 162 ; Williams v. St George's Harbour 
Co. (1858), 2 Do G. & J. 547. But dismissal for want of prosecution is no bar 
to a fresh action, in the absence of any agreement to compromise {Byrne v. Frere. 
n828), 2 Mol. 157, 180) ; see Magnus y. National Bank of Scotland (1888), 57 
L. J. (cH.) 902. 

if) See Soileau y, Rutlin (1848), 2 Exch. 665, 681 ; and p. 367, posit. 

(g) As to the power of a corporation to escape the necessity of a seal by an 
act of record, see Thetford {Mayor) Case (1703), 1 Salk. 192 ; but judgment 
by consent cannot give validity to the contract of a corporation which is ultra 
viresy where its legality has not been in dispute and ite in6rmity depends on 
facts which have not been disclosed (Great North West Central Railway y, 
Charlebois, [1899] A. C. 114, P. 0. ; A.-C. v. Dublin Corporation (1841), 1 Dr. & 
War. 646); compare Canterbury Corporation y . Cooper (1909), 100 L.T. 597, C. A. 
(deed). Nor can a married woman by consent or admission get rid of a restraint 
on anticipation ; see Bateman {Lady) y. Faber y [1898] 1 Ch. 144, 149, 161, C. A, 
But even before the Mamed Women^s Property Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 75), a 
married heiress-at-law, party to proceedings for probate, and not asking for an 
issue, was bound by the decree {Turner y. Turner (1862), 2 De G. M. & G. 28, 
C. A., per Lord Cranwobth, L.J.). 

(h) See pp. 342, 357, 358, post, 

(t) This term is adopted by the author of the notes to Smith’s Loading Cases, 
ana is borrowed from that work. 

{k) Castrique v. Imrie (1870), L. R. 4 H. L. 414, 428 ; compare Warren v. 
Baring Bros, db Co., Ltd. (1910), 64 Sol. Jo. 720. 

(/) Fracis Times dt Co. y. Carr (1900), 82 L. T. 698, 702, C. A. The decision 
was reversed on groimds not affecting the passage cited ; see Carr y. Fracis 
Times db Co., [1902] A. C. 176. As to declaration of the status of immovables 
(highway), see WahefiM Corporation v. Cooke, [1904] A. C. 31 ; R. v. St, Pancras 
UuhahitanU) (1794), Peake, 286 [219] ; and see The City of Mecca (1881), 6 
P. D. 106, 0, A. 
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460 . The following are examples of judgments in rent:-- 
Condemnations in the old Court of Exchequer for breach of revenue 
laws (m), the judgments of a prize court condemning a vessel as 
prize (n), of an admiralty court establishing a lien (p), or condemn- 
ing a vessel in an action (e.g., for necessaries) where there was 
no lien before the commencement of proceedings (p), or disposing 
of the proceeds of a sale in enforcement of a lien (q), the judgment 
of a court of probate establishing a will, or creating the status of 
administrator (r), of a divorce court dissolving or establishing a 
marriage («), or declaring the nullity of a marriage or affirining its 
existence (t ) ; the judgment on a parliamentary election petition (u ) ; 
the order of justices for removal of a pauper, establishing both 
the status of the pauper and the place of his settlement (a) ; 
a conviction for non-repair of a highway (b), and a determination 
of justices under the Private Street Works Act, 1892 (c), 'that a 
street is a highway repairable by the inhabitants at large, 
establishing in each case the status of a highway and the liability 
to repair ; an order for revocation of a patent (d ) ; a sentence or 
order of expulsion or rustication from a college (e), or deprivation 
of a living (/). 


(m) ScoU V. Shearman (1775), 2 Wm. BL 977 ; B. v. Matthewi (1797), 5 Price, 
202, n. ; Geyer v. Aguilar (1798), 7 Term Eep. 681, 696 ; Hart v. McNamara (1817), 
4 Price, 154, n. As to a^uitt^s, see Coom y. Shall (1793), 5 Term Eep. 255, 
256; Buller’s Nisi Prius, 241. 

(n) Hughu v. CarMlim (1682), 2 Show. 232 ; 2 Smith, L. 0., 11th ed., 741 ; 
CuHtrique v. Imrie (1870), L. E. 4 H. L. 414, 434. 

(o) Castriqut v. /tnrie, aupra, at p. 429; Simpson y. Fogo (1863), 1 Hem. 
& M. 195, 243; JBallaniyne y. Machinnon^ [1896] 2 Q. B. 454, 462, C. A.; 
aliter of a judgment tn personam enforceable against the ship {The City of Mecca 
(1881), 6 P. D. 106, C. A.). 

(;>) The Celia (1888). 13 P. D. 82, 0. A. 

(o) Minna Craig Steamship Co, y. Chartered Mercantile Bank of India^ London^ 
ami China, [1897] 1 Q. B. 460, 0. A. 

(r) Noel y. Wms (1668), 1 Ley. 235 ; Douglas y. Cooper (1834), 3 My. & K. 378 ; 
Beardsley y. Bearasley, [1899] 1 Q. B. 746, approving the dictum of Sir C. 
Cresswell in EmherJey y. Trevanion (1860), 4 Sw. & Tr. 197 ; Concha y. Concha 
(1886), 11 App. Cas. 541. 

(«) Baler y. Baler, [1906] P. 209 0. A. ; Harvey y. Famie (1882), 8 App. 
Oas. 43. 

(<) Bunting y, Lepingwell (1585), 4 Co. Eep. 29 a ; KingsUrrCs {Duchess) Case 
(1776), 2 Smith, L. 0., 11th ed., 731, 734 ; see Ogdm y. Ogden, [1908] P. 46, C. A. 
(tt) Waygood v. James (1869), L. R 4 0. P. 361, at p. 372. 

(a) UwoHdae Union y. Winchester Union (1904), 91 L. T. 533, following B, 
y. Corsham {Inhabitants) (1809), 11 East, 388, and B. y. Catterall (Township) 
(1817), 6 M. & S. 83; E. y. Hartingion Middle Quarter (Tnhahitants) (1855), 

4 E. A B. 780. An order of sessions quashing an order of remoyal is conclusive 
only inter partes as to what it decides {B, y. Wick St. Lawrence (Inhabitants) 
(1833), 5 B. & Ad. 526, per Parxx, J.. at p. 535). 

(5) B, y. 8t, PanerasXlnhahiiants) Peake, 286 [219]; B. y Haughton 

(InhabitanU) (1853), 1 E. & B. 501. 

(c) 55 & 56 Viet. 0 . 57, ss. 7, 8 ; Wak^fidd Corporation y. Cooke, [1904] A. C. 
31, mstinguishing B, v. Hutchings (1881), 6 Q. B. D. 300, 0. A. 

(d) Poulton y. Ad/usiuhle Cover and Boiler Block Co,, [1908] 2 Oh. 430, C. A., 
per Moulton, L.«r., at p. 439. 

(e) B, V. Orundon (1775), 1 Cowp. 315. 

^) Phillips y. Bury (1GD4), 1 M. Eaym. 4, ; compare HiU v. Clifford, [1907] 

5 Ch. 236, 0. A., as to tne effect of an order of the General Medical Council 
removing the name of a practitioner from the register. 
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Upon the same principles it would seem that an adjudication or 
an order of discharge in bankruptcy an order for the dissolution 
of a company, or declaring such a dissolution void (fc), the finding 
upon an inquisition of lunacy until superseded (i), the certificate 
determining a building line of the superintending architect under 
the London Building Act, 1894 (k), are in the nature of judgments 
in rent. 

461. But a judgment is not a judgment in rem because it has, 
in a suit inter partes, determined an issue concerning the status of a 
particular person or family (Z); nor, it seems, is a judgment deter- 
mining that a sale of personal property was valid according to the 
law of the country where it was made and that the property had 
passed to the purchaser (m). 

The following have also been held not to be judgments in rem : — 
A conviction in the Exchequer for penalties (not being a condemna- 
tion of the goods) for adulteration («) ; a judgment in a jactitation 
suit, where marriage is not pleaded, or where the defendant fails to 
prove a marriage (o) ; a verdict in the divorce court, followed by 
the dismissal of the suit, effecting no change of status (p ) ; a convic- 
tion on an indictment for obstructing a highway (q ) ; a finding of 
magistrates, on a summons for payment of expenses under s. 150 
of the Public Health Act, 1875(?'), that the street in question was a 
highway repairable by the inhabitants at large («); a winding-up 
order under the Companies Act, 1862 (t). A decree under the 
Legitimacy Declaration Act, 1858 (u), though it satisfies the condi- 
tions of a judgment in rem, is expressly deprived of its effect inas- 
much as by B. 8 it is not to prejudice any person unless be, or the 
person under whom he claims, has been cited or made party to the 
proceedings. 


((/) Bankruptcy Acts. 1883 (46 & 47 Viet. c. 62), s. 20; 1890 (63 & 64 Viet, 
c, 71), 8. 8 ; compare lie Dremner, Ex parte Harper (1875), 10 Ch. App. 379. 

(/*) Companies (Consolidation) Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 69), es. 172, 223. 

(t) See im V. Clifford, ri907J 2 Ch. 236, 244, C. A. ; and p. 342, post 

(k) 57 & 58 Viet. c. ocxiii., s. 22; Lilley v. London County Council, [1910] 
A. C. 1, affirming JU Lilley, Lilley v. SJcinner (1907), 97 L. T. 306 ; 98 L. 1 1 10, 

07* l A i. 

(l) Katama Natchiar Y, Shivagunga (Rajah) (1863), 9 Moo. Ind. App. 639, 601. 

(m) Cammell v. Sewdl (1860), 6 H. & N. 728, Ex. Ch. The Court ot 
Exchequer had held (S. C. (1858) 3 H. & N. 617) that the judgment of the 
Norwegian court was “ in the nature of ” a judraent in rem ; but the Exchequer 
Chamber declined to concur in this view, while affirming the judgment on the 
ground that the sale was governed by Norwegian law and therefore valid. 

' ^ Hart V. M'Nafnata (1817), 4 Price, 164, n. 

Kingeion'e {Duchess) Case (1776), 2 Smith, L. C., 11th ed., 731, 738. 
„ ; Needham v. Bremner (1866), L. B. 1 C. P. 683 ; compare R, v. Wick 
8t Lawrence {Inhabitants) (1833), 6 B. & Ad. 626, 635 (quashing of order for 
removal of pauper). 

;»/) Petrie v. Nvdtdll (1866), 11 Exch. 669. 


(r) 38 39 Viet. c. 65 

W H 


, V. Hutchings (1881), 6 Q. B. D. 300, 0. A. ; followed, Bcott v. Lowe 
(1^2), 86 L. T. 421 ; compare A,^0, for Trinidad and Tobago v. Erichi, [1893] 
A. C. 618, P. 0.. 

(f) 25 A 26 Viet. e. 89 (replaced by Companies (Consolidation) Act, 1908 
{« Mw. 7. o. 69)); J*e Bowling and Wdbg'i Contract, [1895] 1 Ch. 663, 0. A. 

(«) 21 & 22 Viefc c. 93, •. I, 
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gjjCT. 1. Sub-Seot. in periomm or inter parted 

What will 402. Judgments in personam or inter partes are those which deter- 
1 rights of parties inter se to or in the subject-matter in 

by Record whether it be corporeal property of any kind whatever or a 

^ ' liquidated or unliquidated demand, but do not affect the status of 

Aiijudgmcntij either persons or things, or make any disposition of property or 
not rein, declare or determine any interest in it except as between the parties 
litigant (v). They include all judgments which are not judgments in 
rem. Some examples have been given (a) of judgments which, 
though having some resemblance to judgments in rem, were only 
judgments inter partes. Judgments in actions for detention of 
chattels {h) and recovery of land may also be mentioned, which 
determine rights of possession, and may (as does also the judgment on 
an interpleader issue) decide questions of title as between the parties ; 
but none of them at all affect any interests which third parties may 
have in the subject-matter. It may be added that as a judgment 
inter partes, though binding between them, does not affect the rights 
of third parties, so neither does a sale by way of execution for giving 
effect to that judgment : it is only a disposition of the particular 
interest (c). 

Estopnclnnd 463. The most usual manner in which questions of estoppel 
m judicata, have arisen on judgments inter partes has been where the defendant 
in an action raised a defence of res judicata, which he could do where 
former proceedings for the same cause of action by the same 
plaintiff had resulted in the defendant’s favour, by pleading the 
former judgment by way of estoppel (d). In order to support that 
defence it was necessary to show that the subject-matter in dispute 
was the same (that is to say, that everything that was in contro- 
versy in the second suit as the foundation of the claim for relief was 
also in controversy in the first suit) (e), that it came in question 
before a court of competent jurisdiction (/), and that the result was 
conclusive so as to bind every other court ((/). 

But, provided a matter in issue is determined with certainty by 
the judgment (k), an estoppel may arise where a plea of res judicata 


{v) Caatrique v. Imrie (1870), L. R. 4 H. L. 414, 427, 441 ; Simpson v. Fogo 
(1863), 1 Horn. & M. 196, 244. 

(a) See p. 329, ante. 

{b) See tirinsmead y. Harrison (1871), L. R. 6 C. P. 684, per WnXES, J., at 
p. 688; affirmed, 7 0. P. 647, Ex. Ch. 

(r) See Castrpjue v. Imrie (1870), L. R. 4 H. L. 414, per Blackburn, J., 
at pp. 427, 428. 

(a) Bullen and Jjeake, Precedents of Pleadings, 3rd ed., p. 676. 

(e) Moss V. Angl<hFgyjitian Navigation Co. (1866), 1 Ch. App. 108, explaining 
(p, 115) Brandivn v. Urd (1738), 1 Atk. 671 ; Behrens v. Sieveking (1837), 2 My. 
& Cr. ^2 ; perhaps it \^ould be more correct to say ** open to controversy *’ 
(see Be Hiliim, Ex parte March (1892), 67 L. T. 694 ; Kormanv. IT'orman(1889), 
43 Ch. I), 296, 306, following Henderson v. Henderson (1848), 3 Hare, 100, 115 ; 
Humphries v. Humphries, [1910] 1 K. B. 796; affirmed [iOlO] 2 K. B. 631, 
4 ^ . Jh.. 

(f) A judgment of a court which has no jurisdiction to pronounce it is void 
ana c^nc^give rise to estoppel {Dublin {Archbishop) v. Trimleston {Lord) (1849), 

(v) Behrens v. Sieving, supra, at p. 603. 

(A) An estoppel must be ** certain to every intent (Co. Litt. 352 b). 
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could never be established ; as where the same cause of action has 
never been put in suit. A party is precluded from contending the 
contrary of any precise point which, having been once distinctly 
put in issue, has been solemnly found against him (i). Though the 
objects of the first and second actions are different, the finding on 
a matter which came directly (not collaterally or incidentally) in 
issue in the first action is conclusive in a second action between 
the same parties (A;). And this principle has been applied when 
the point involved in the earlier decision, and as to which the 
parties were estopped, was one rather of law than of fact (/). 

Sub-Sect. 4,— Judimia. 

464. Where res judicata is pleaded by way of estoppel to an 
entire cause of action it amounts to an allegation that the whole 
legal rights and obligations of the parties are concluded by the 
earlier judgment, which may have involved the determination of 
questions of law as well as findings of fact (m). But although the 
judgment was pleadable by way of estoppel, it is perhaps not 
strictly correct to regard its determination of legal rights as a 
question of estoppel. The parties are estopped by the findings of 
fact involved in the judgment; as to the determination of questions 

(t) Outram v. Morewood (1803), 3 East, 346 (successive actions for different 
trespasses to the same close ; defendant estopped from alleging the same title 
as was found against his wife, in whose right he claimed, in the first action) ; 
Strutt V. Boviugdvn (1803), 5 Esp, 66, 68 ; Hancock v. IVchh (1816), 1 Stark. 
347 (finding of tenancy in action of replevin conclusive in action for rent); 
FUtier$ V. Altfrey (1874), L. B. 100. P. 29, following lioutledge v. Hialop (1860), 

2 E. & E. 649 (defendant in first action plaintiff in second action) ; lie Bank of 
HinduBtany China, and Japan, Atuon's UaBe (1873), 9 Ch. App. 1, 26 (liquidator 
barred by finding in action for calls that respondent was not a sharebolaer). 

(k) FrieBiman v. Thomas (1884), 9 P. D. 210, 0. A. (first action to set aside 
compromise, second action to revoke probate founded on the same com- 
promise); Barrs v. Jackson (1845), 1 Ph. 682 (first suit for grant of letters 
administration ; second suit for distribution of assets) ; Jewsbury v. Mummery 
(1872), L. B. 8 C. P. 56, Ex. Ch. (verdict against executor on a plea of pUns 
administravit estopped him from any defence open to him under that plea), 
citing liamsdeny, Jac^bon (1737), 1 Atk. 292 ; compare Dawson v. Gregory (1846), 
7 Q. 11. 766 ; Ennis y. Boch/ord (1884), 14 L. B. Ir. 285 ; Ervinn y. Feiers (1790), 

3 Term Bep. 685 ; Thompston & Sons y. Clarke (1901), 17 T. L. B, 465 ; and other 
cases in the Yearly Practice of the Supreme Court, 1910, p. 152, notes to r. 8 ; 
and see Re South American and Mexican Co,, Ex parte Bank of England, [1895] 
1 Ch. 37, C. A. ; Dot v. Wright (1839), 10 Ad. & El. 763 (judgment in ejectment 
before the Common Law Procedure Act, 1852(16 & 16 Vict. c. 76), conclusive in 
action for mesne profits) ; distinguish Harris v. Mulkem (1875), 1 Ex. D. 31, after 
that Act; for the modern practice, see B. S. 0.,0rd. 13, r. 9 ; Ord. 18, r, 2, and 
title Practice and Procedure. For recent applications of the samo 
principle to criminal proceedings, see R. v. Brakenridye (1884), 48 J. P. 293; 
Ryley v. Brown (1890), 62 L. T. 458 ; Welton v. Taneborne (1908), 99 L. T. 668. 
See title Criminal Law and Procedure, Vol. IX., p. 366, note (a). For its 
application in divorce proceedings, see Sopwith v. Sopwith (1861), 2 8w. & Tr. 
160 ; Finney y, Finney (1868), L, E. 1 P. & D. 483 ; approved, Harriman v. 
Harriman, [1909] P. 123, per Fabwell, L.J., at p. 144; Butler V. Butler^ 
[1894] P. 25. 0, A. 

(f) Re Qraydan, Ex parte Official Receiver, [1896] 1 Q. B. 417. 

(m) GMer y, Walters (1873), L. B. 17 Eq. 252; Badar Bee v. Habib Merican 
NtHjrdin, [1909] A. C. 616, P. C. In Marriot v. HampUm (119*1), 1 Term Bep. 269, 
which rested on the same principle, the plaintiff, on its appearing in w action 
lor money had and received that the money had been paid under a judgment 
which had not been set aside, was nonsuited. 
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of law, the true view seems to be that the legal rights of the parties 
are such as they have been determined to be by the judgment of a 
competent court. But the conclusiveness of the determination 
rests upon the same principles in each case. The doctrine of 
rrs judicata is not a technical doctrine applicable only to records : 
it is a fundamental doctrine of all courts that there must be an 
end of litigation (7i). It will therefore be convenient to follow the 
ordinary classification and treat it as a branch of the law of 
estoppel. 

465. In order that a defence of res judicata may succeed it is 
necessary to show not only that the cause of action was the same, 
but also that the plaintiff has had an opportunity of recovering (o), 
and but for his own fault might have recovered in the first action 
that which he seeks to recover in the second. A plea of res 
judicata must show either an actual merger, or that the same point 
has been actually decided between the same parties (p). Where 
the former judgment has been for the defendant, the conditions 
necessary to conclude the plaintiff are not less stringent. It is not 
enough that the matter alleged to be concluded might have been 
put ill issue, or that the relief sought might have been claimed. 
It is necessary to show that it actually was so put in issue or 
claimed (q). 


(n) He May (1885), 28 Ch. D. 616, 0. A. per lUiEiT, M.R., at p. 618 ; compare 
He Oraydon^ Ex parte Official. Receiver ^ ri896] 1 Q. B. 417 ; Phillips v. Bury (1794), 
1 Ld. Haym. 6, 7 >er Lord Holt, C.J., at p. 14 ; Itndar Bee v. Habih Merican 
Noardifi^ [1909] A. 0. 615, P. C. ; see also title Judgments and Orders. 
A veniict for the plaintiff on a plea of set-off (being a matter distinctly put 
in issue) was pleadable by way of estopj)©! in an action subsequently brought 
Against him by the defendant for the debt which he bad sought to set off 
{Enstmurev, Lawes (1839), 6 Bing. (n. o.) 444; followed, Banks v. Harley (1853), 
1 W. 11. 291 ; compare }Yehsier v. Armstrong (1885), 54 L. J. (Q. B.) 236), A 
Tordict for defendant in an action for libel in respect of certain parts of a 
publication constituted a defence of res judicata to a second action in respect of 
other i>art8 of the same publication, the subject-matter of both actions being 
the same (Macdoufall v, Knight (1890), 25 Q. B. D. 1, C. A.). 

(o) Sc., by its being open to him on tne pleadings (see He Hilton ^ Ex parte March 
(1892), 67 L. T. 694), A plaintiff is not bound to join two separate causes of 
action in one proceeding (see Seddon v. 2'uUp (1790), 6 Tenn Bep. 607 ; Hadley 
V. Green (1832), 2 Cr, & J. 374 ; Florence v. Jenings (1857), 2 C. B. (n. S.) 454 ; 
Brunsden v. Humphrey (1884), 14 Q. B. 141, i46; Balhy-withHlexthorpe v. 
AHllard (1903), 2 L. G. K. 330 ; compare Overton v. Harvey (1850), 9 C. B. 324 ; 
jTussell V. Waterford and Limerick RaiL Co, (1885), 16 L, E. Ir. 314). 

(p) Nelson T. Couch (1863), 16 C. B. (n. 8.) 99, 108, 109 (plea of judgment 
recovered by the plaintiff). 

(</) Collins Y, Gough (1786), 7 Bro. Pari. Gas. 94, 99; Hunter y, Stewart (1861), 
4 i>e G. P. & J. 168, n? — 179 ; compare Davis v. Hedges (1871), L. E. 6 Q. B. 
687 ; Moore v. Battie (1769), Amb. 371 ; IlindleyY, Uuslam (1878), 27 W. E. 61 ; 
and see also Brunsden y, Humphrey^ supra, per Bowen, L.J., at p. 147 ; Bake v. 
French, [1907] 1 Ch. 428 (and see p. 366, post), Humphries y. Humphries, [1910] 
1 E. B. 796 ; affirmed [1910] 2 E. B. 631, C. A. {res judicata aa to the Statute oi 
Frauds, which might have b^n, but was not, plead^ in a former action for rent 
of the same premises, in which the existence of the agreement was in issue), 
appears at first sight to conflict with this proposition. But in such a case the 
issue is contract or no contract. The statute only prescribes the evidence by 
which the contract must be proved. The fact that it was founded on 
defective or incomplete evidence is no answer to a judgment which has not been 
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466. But in all cases where the cause of action is really the 
same, and has been determined on the merits (r), and not on some 
ground (as the non-expiration of the term of credit) which has 
ceased to operate when the second action is brought, the plea 
of res judicata would succeed. The doctrine applies to all 
matters which existed at the time of the giving of the judgment, 
and which the party had an opportunity of bringing before the 
court. But if there be matter subsequent which, could not be 
brought before the court at the time, the party is not estopped from 
raising it(«). 


Sbot. 1. 
What will 
create 
Estoppel 
by Record. 

Applicable 
whercTer 
same cause 
of action has 
been deter- 
mined on 
the merits. 


467. A party cannot in a subsequent proceeding raise a ground Party cannot 
of claim or defence which upon the pleadings or the form of the issue 
was open to him in the former one{t). The mere discovery of fJrmcriwti^n. 
fresh evidence (as distinguished from the development of fresh 
circumstances (u) ) on matters which have been open for controversy 
in the earlier proceeding is no answer to a defence of res judicata. 

Where this is applicable, the original cause of action is gone, and 
can only be restored by getting rid of the res judicata (a) ; and this 
must be done by an action or application, which can only succecid 
on the same grounds as the former “ bill of review ” in the Court 
of Chancery, namely, the discovery of fresh evidence which entirely 
changes the aspect of the case, and was not and could not by 
reasonable diligence have been obtained before (6). The effect of 


set aside (see notes (a), (a), infra ) ; and this proposition is not affected by a rule of 
court which preveuta the evidence being objected to without notice by plemliiig 
or otherwise. The question could not have arisen under the old system of 
pleading, under whicn a mere denial of the contract threw upon the plaintiH 
the burden of proving it by proper evidence {IhUtemere v. Jlayes (1839), 5 
M. & W. 456, 461 ; Bullen and Leake, Precedents of Pleadings, 3ra ed., p. 467). 

(r) Batlur Dee v. Habib Merican Noordin, [1909] A. C. 615 ; Liveaey v. Harding 
(1855), 21 JBeav. 227 ; A v. Rochester Curpriratian (1833), 6 Sim 273. A prohi- 
bition is not a decision on the meiits, and ruis^es no estoppel us regards the cause 
of action in the prohibited proceeding (Orundg v. Townsend (1888), 36 W. R. 
631 , 0. A.). As to the effect of want of finality, see p. 359, post. 

is) Newington v. Levy (1870), L. R. 6 0. P. 180, Ex, Ch., per Blackburn, J., 
at p. 193 ; see also the sequel in Hall v. Levy (1875), L. R. 10 0, P, 164 ; Peter • 
borough {Earl) v. Germaine (1709), 6 Bro. Pari. Cas. 1 ; and seepp. 349, 354,posA 


it) Re Hilton, Ex parte March (1892), 67 L. T. 694. 

\u) Heming v. Wilton (1832), 6 0. & P. 54 ; Liverpool Corporation v. Chorley 
Waterworks Co. (1852), 2 De G. M. & G. 852, C. A. ; Cotier v. Barrymore 
(1733), 4 Bro. Pari. Cas. 203 ; Hall v. Letfy, supra ; compare R. v. Evenwood 
and Barony {Inhabitants) (1843), 3 Q. B. 370,377, and distinguish R, v. Wick St. 
Lawrence {Inhabitants) (1833), 5 B. & Ad. 626, 533 ; Peters v. Tilly (1886), 
11 P. D. 145; see p. 354, post. On application to review an order tor weekly 
payments under the Workmen’s Compensation Act, 1906 (6 Edw. 7, c. 68), 


oched. L, very slight evidence of change of circumstances will exclude the 
doctrine of res iudicata {Raddiffs v. Pacific Steam Navigation Co., [1910] 1 
1^. *B. 686, C. A.*^* 

(a) Lockyer v. Ferryman (1877), 2 App. Cas. 619; compare Dundas v. Waddell 


[1910] 1 K. B. 796 ; affirmed [1910] 2 K B. 631, 0. A.) ; see note {q) on p. 332, 
ante. But an order of a bankruptcy court as to amendment of proof made 
under mistake does not amount to res iudicata {Be Greaves, Ex parte Whitton 
(1880). 43 L. T. 480), 

(6) Phosphate Sewage Co. t. McXleson (1879), 4 App. Cas. 801, 814, per liord 
CAiBNi, L.O. I JU Mag (1886), 28 Ch. D. 616, C. A., per Cotton, L.J., at p. 621 ; 
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Sbot. 1. 
WhatvUl 
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Eetoppel 
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not liiuitcd 
to formal 
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Cause of 
action merged 
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fraud and collusion in preventing an estoppel by record from 
arising will be considered later (c). 

468 . lies jvdicata is no technical doctrine. It has been applied 
to the dismissal of a petition on the ground of insufficient evidence 
although there was, strictly speaking, no record (d), and to an 
order, interlocutory in form, which was meant to be a declaration 
of the rights of the parties (e). On the same principle an action 
was stayed as frivolous and vexatious, when the point had been 
determined by a county court in a manner intended to be final, but 
not amounting to rea judicata, because on an interlocutory applica- 
tion (/). The doctrine applies equally in all courts, and it is 
immaterial in what court the former proceeding was taken, 
provided only that it was a court of competent jurisdiction, or 
what form the proceeding took, provided it was really for the 
same cause (^). 


Stjb-Seot. 5 . — Judgment Recovered, 

469 . The defence of “judgment recovered,” arising as it does 
out of res judicata, has much in common with estoppel by record, 
though it is not founded upon it. A plaintiff, who has once sued a 
defendant to judgment, cannot, while the judgment stands, although 
unsatisfied, sue him again for the same cause, not because he is 
estopped from doing so (though he, as well as the defendant, is 
estopped from averring anything contrary to the record (h) ), but 


Falvke V. Scoituh Imperial Insurance Co, (1887) 67 L. T. 89; Re Scott and 
Alvarez's Contract, Scott v. Alvarez, [1895] 1 Ch. 696, 0. A. There Beems to be 
no i»8tance of such an action succeeding on this ground since the Judicature 
Acts. As to an action in the nature of a bill of review for fraud, see Cole v. 
iMnoford, [1898] 2 Q. B. 36 ; Boswell v. Coaks (No. 2) (1894), 86 L. T. 365, n., 
H. L. ; and see p. 352, post. 

(c) See p. 351, post. 

{a) Re May (1885), 28 Ch, D. 616, 618, C. A. ; compare Jones v. Nixon (1831), 
You. 359; Symons v. Rees (1876) 1 Ex. D. 416. 

(s) Peareth v. Marriott (1882), 22 Ch. D. 182, 191, C. A. ; compare Livesey y. 
Harding {IH66), 21 Bear. 227; Re Larrard {IS9G), 3 Mans. 317, C. A.; Radar 
Bee y, Habib Merican Noordin, [1909] A. C. 615, r. C. 

(/) Stephenson y. Garnett, [1898] 1 Q. B. 677, C. A. 

(^r) The finding of a counW court judge in an action for wrongful dismissal 
that the dismissal was justined was conclusive on a summons for wages before 
justices founded on the same dismissal {Rouiledge y. Jlislop (1860), 2 E. & E. 
649 ; compare Flitters v. All/rey (1874), li. B. 10 C. P. 29 ; Eastmure v. Laws 
fl839), 6 Bing. (N. oj 444; Furness, Withy dk Co. y. Hall [J. db E.) (1909), 25 
T. L. E. 233 (plaintiff, who has recovered in one action for breach oi contmet 
the damages which he has had to pay to a third party, cannot bring second 
action for the costs incurred in defending the third party^s action, because they 
are in fact damages for the cause of acuon already sued upon ; and the fact 
that they are claimed on a contract of indemnity arising upon aC implied request 
to defend the third party’s action makes no difference). So a dismissfd by 
justices of a summons for bringing forward a house beyond the building line 
was a bar to a summons for subs^uently continuing the same house beyond 
the saffie line (Kinnis y. Graves (1898), 78 L. T. 602). But a decision of justices 
which amounts merely to an exercise of discretion does not estop them from 
giving a contrary decision on the same facts on a subsequent occasion [Smith 
y, Shann, [1898] 2 Q. B. 347} ; see also p. 364, post. 

(A) Webster y. Armstrwg (1886), 64 L, J. (a. B.) 236 s Todd ▼. Stewart (1846), 
9 4 b. 769 ; reversed, StewaH v. Todd (1846), 9 4 B. 767, £z. Ch. 
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because the cause of action is merged in the judgment, which creates 
an obligation of a higher nature (i). It is also probably true to 
say that a person who has once recovered judgment for a sum of 
money is estopped from averring that he ought to recover any 
further sum for the same cause of action (fc). Thus, the recovery 
of £60 in a county court for fraudulent misrepresentation is a bar 
to an action for damages subsequently accruing from the same 
misrepresentation (Z). So a consent order in the Chancery Division 
restraining the defendant from parting with shares is a bar to an 
action in the; King’s Bench Division for damages for detention of 
the same shares, as the plaintiff might have obtained the relief in 
the first action. The principle is that where there is but one cause 
of action, the damages must be assessed once for all (m). 

470 . On this principle, a judgment recovered (though unsatisfied) 
against some one of a number of persons who are jointly (not 
jointly and severally) liable on the same contract (n), or are liable 
for the same tort(o), with others is, until set aside (;>), a bar to an 
action against the others (although the plaintiff may not have been 


(t) See King v. Iloare (1844), 13 M. & W. 494, per Parke, B., at p. 504 ; jRe 
Hodgsouy Beckett v. Ramsdnle (1885), 31 Ch. D. 177, 0. A. per BowiSN, L.J., at 
pp. 188, 189; Florence v. Jenings (1857), 2 0. B. (n. s.) 454; Stewart v. Todd 
(1846), 9 Q. B. 767, 777, 778, Ex. Ch. ; compare Savile v. Jackson (1824), 13 
Price, 715. See form of plea, Bullen and Leake, Precedents of Headings, 
3rd ed., p. 624 ; see also title Judgments and Orders. 

(&) Stewart v. Todd, supra, 

{1) Clarke v. York (1882), 52 L. J. ^H.) 32 (see County Courts Act, 1888 
(51 & 52 Viet. c. 43), 8. 81) ; compare Wright v. London General Omnibus Co* 
(1877), 2 Q. B. D. 271 ; Sanders v. Hamilton (1907), 96 L. T. 679. 

(m) S^ao y. Nod (1885), 15 Q. B. D. 549, C. A., per BowEN, L.J., at p. 559 ; 
distinguished, Worman v. Worman (1889), 43 Ch. D. 296, 308, 309 (relief 
claimed in second action entirely outside the former compromise) ; and compare 
Bagot {Lord) v. Williams (1824), 3 B. & C. 235, 

(n) King v. Iloare, supra ; Kendall v. Hamilton (1879), 4 App. Cas. 501 ; 
Re Tyler, Ex parte Higgins, (1858), 3 De G. & J. 33, C. A. The rule applies 
to a husband and wife contracting jointly, though the latter only con- 
tracts with respect to her separate estate {Iloare v. Niblett, [1891] 1 Q. B. 
781) ; but judgment against a married woman for an ante-nuptial debt is no 
defence to a subsequent action for the same debt against her husband, because 
the liability is not joint {Beck v. Pierce (1889), 23 Q. B. D. 316, C. A. ; see title 
Husband and Wife). As to the peculiar several liability of the estate of 
a deceased partner, see Partnership Act, 1890 (53 & 54 Yict. c. 39), s. 9 ; and 
title Partnership. 

(o) Brinsmead v. Harrison (1871), L. E. 6 C. P. 584; affirmed (1872) L. B. 
7 C. P, 547, Ex. Ch., following Brown v, Wootton (1605), Cro. Jac. 73 ; Pease 
V, Chaytar fl861), 1 B. & S. 658; (1863) 3 B. & S. 620, 647. The result is 
the same wnere the plaintiff haying the right to sue either in toi-t or contract 
upon the same facts, having sued one joint tortfeasor to judgment in tort, 
endeavours to proceed against the other in contract {Buckland v. Johnson (1854), 
15 0. B. 145 ; compare Smith v. l^ker (1873), L. E. 8 C. P. 350). But an 
unsatisfied judgment for the plaintiff in an action of conversion does not 
change the property in the goods {Manion v. Phillips (1863), 9 L. T. 289) ; and 
one who was a joint tortfeasor with the defendant may thereafter be sued by 
the plaintiff for a fresh tort to the same goods {Brinsmead v. Harrison, supra), 

(p) Partington v. Hawthorne (1888), 52 J. P. 807 ; but a consent judjssment 
regularly obtained, and not objectionable on the merits, cannot be set aside by 
consent of parties, so as to prejudice a third person in whose favour it is a bar 
{Hammond v. Schofidd, [18911 1 Q. B. 453; Cross Jb Co, y. Matthews and Wallaca 
0904), 91 L. T. 500). 
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aware of their liability (?)), not on any ground of estoppel, but 
because there was but one cause of action, and that has merged 
in the judgment — transit in rent judicatam (r); and because in the 
case of contract the others are deprived by the act of the plaintiff 
of the right to have their liability determined in the same judg- 
ment with their co-contractors (s). For the last-mentioned reason 
it seems that a judgment in favour of one of several joint con- 
tractors is a bar to an action against the others, if it proceeds 
upon a ground {e.g., payment or release) which would have been a 
defence to them. It is clearly not so if it is founded on a defence 
which is personal to the defendant, e.g., infancy or bankruptcy (t). 

Subject to exceptions provided by the rules of court (a), a 
separate judgment against one joint contractor is equally efficacious 
as a defence to the others though obtained in a proceeding to which 
tljoy were parties (h). 

Tlie above principles apply where a plaintiff having a right to 
elect which of two parties to sue (e.g., principal or agent) sues 
one of them to judgment (c). But to bar the second action it is 
essential (as in the case of a former judgment against the same 
defendant (d) ) that the earlier judgment should be for the same 
cause of action as it is sought to enforce in the later proceedings. 
Thus, an unsatisfied judgment on a bill or cheque, given by one 
joint contractor only, in conditional payment of a joint debt, is no 
answer to an action on the original consideration against the 
others (e), 

471 . But there will be no merger, unless the cause of action is 
the same(./') and the plaintiff had an opportunity of recovering in 
the first action w’hat he seeks to recover in the second ; otherwise 


{(f) Kendall v. JIamiUon (1879), 4 App. Cas. 604 (contract) ; Munster v. Cox 
(1885), 10 App. Cos. (>80, eoe prr Loni Blackuuen, at p. 088 (tort) ; distin- 
guish Badehy v. Consolidided Bank (1886), 34 Ch. D. 636, 665 (surety’s right of 
uideinnity against partner preserved) ; see titles Guarantee ; Partnership. 

(r) King v,//oare( 1844 h 13 M. & W. 494, 604 ; Re Hodgson, Bevktit v. Ramsdale 
(1886), 31 Ch, D. 177, 0. A., per Bowen, L.J., at pp. 188, 189; compare 
Bermondsey Vestry v. Ramsey (1871), L. B. 6 0. P. 247, 251. 

( 5 ) Kendall v. Hamilton, supra, per Lord Cairns, L.C,, at pp. 615, 616. 

{t) Bhillips V. Ward (1863), 2 H. & 0. 717, per Bramwell, B., at p. 721. 

(a) See II. S. C., Ord. 13, r. 4 ; Ord. 14, r. 5 ; Ord. 27, r. 3. In an action 
against two joint debtors, on summons for judgment under Ord. 14 one con- 
sented to jud^gment a^inst him and paid half the debt, the other obbiined leave 
to defend. It was held that plaintiff could proceed with the action against that 
defendant {Weall v. James (1893), 68 L. T. 515, 0. A. ; and see title Practice 
AND Procedure), 

(6) McLeod v. Pofwer, [1898] 2 Ch. 295 ; compare Cross dk Co. y. Matthews and 
Wallace (1904), 91 L. T. 600. 

(c) l^iestly y. Fernie (1865), 3 H. & C. 977 ; Cross dfe Co y. Matthews and 
Wallace, supra; Scarf y. Jardine (1882), 7 App, Cas. 345; see title Agency, 
Vol, I., p, 209 ; French y. Howie, [1906] 2 K. B. 674, 0. A. 

(d) See next paragraph. 

(e) Drahs y. Mitchelt (1803), 3 East, 251 ; followed, Wegg-Frosser y. Evane, 
[1895] 1 Q. B. 108, 0. A., oyerruling Oambefort y. Chapman (1887), 19 Q. B. D. 
229. 

(/) Leggett v. Great Northern Rail. Co. (1876), 1 Q. B. D. 599 (recovery by 

S aal representatives of damages sustained by relatives of decease from bis 
by accident is no bar to action lor damage to his estate) ; followed, Daly 
y. DMin, Widclow and Wexford RaR. Co. (1892), 30 L. E. Ir. 514, C. A, 
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the defendant is not twice vexed for the same cause (g)* Accord- 
ingly a plaintiff in the High Court, who, in a county court What will 
action brought against him by the defendant, had obtained a create 
verdict on a counterclaim for an amount exceeding the limit of 
county court jurisdiction whereby he defeated the then plaintiffs 
action, but recovered no judgment for the balance due to him, was 
allowed to proceed with his own action for that which he had had 
no opportunity of recovering ; but the defendant in the second 
action was estopped by the county court judgment from again con- 
testing the issues of fact, which it was within the jurisdiction of the 
county court to determine, the question of amount alone remaining 
open(/t). So a plaintiff is not precluded by an order in an 
administration suit to which he was a party from afterwards com- 
mencing proceedings relating to the same subject-matter for relief 
which he was not in a position to ask in the earlier suit (i) ; and 
this principle applies even though the plaintiff might have set up 
in the first suit the case which he made in the second, and did not 
do so (&). A fortiori^ where the matters in question in the second Nor where 
suit arose while the first was pending, and could only have been 
raised (if at all) in the first by amendment of the proceedings (0 ; or different 
where, though the causes of action in the first and the second pro- 
ceeding have a common origin, they are not the same, as in the case 
of a continuing trespass (?7i) or of successive breaches of the same 
contract (n). A plaintiff is allowed to bring successive actions 
in respect of the very same circumstances, provided those circum- 
stances give rise to two different causes of action (o) ; so an action 

((7) Sec Nelson v. Couch (1863), 16 0. B. (w. S.) 99; Few v. Backhouse (1838), 

8 Ad. & EL 789. 

(h) irebster y. Armstronff (1885), 64 L. J. (q. b.) 236 ; see now, on the question 
of jurisdiction, Judicature Act, 1884 (47 & 48 Vict. c. 61), s. 18 ; compare Afid- 
land Rail, Co, v. Martin Co,, [1893] 2 Q. B. 172. But a party who selects a 
tribunal having jurisdiction in the premises cannot afterwards seek the same 
remedy before another tribunal on the ground that the first had not power to 
award him adequate damages (Wrifjht v. London Omnibus CV). (1877), 2 Q. B. D. 

271). 

(i) Quidici y, Kinton (1843), 6 Beav. 617; compare Wiittaker y, Kershaw 
(1890), 45 Ch. D. 320, 327, 0. A.; Be Hampshire Co-operative Milk Cb., 

PurcelVs Case (1880), 29 W. B. 170. 

{k) Hunter y, Stewart (1861), 4 De G. F. & J. 168. 

(/) National Bolivian Navigation Co, y, Wilson (1880), 6 App. Oas. 176, 186, 

198, 199. 

(m) Clarke y. Midland and Great Western Bail, Co,, [1895] 2 1. B. 294, 0. A., 
following Thompson y, Gibson (1841), 7 M. & W. 456. 

(n) Bristowe y, Fairdough (1840), 1 Man. & G. 143; Ehbette y. Conquest 
(1900), 82 L. T. 560 (breaches of covenant to keep, and to deliver up, in repair). 

(o) Brunsden y, Humphrey (1884), 14 Q. B. D. 141, 0. A. (injui^r to a manA 
person and to his carria^). ** The test is not whether the plaintiff had the 
opi^rtunity of recovering in the first action what he claims to receive in the second 
Wd., per Bowen, L. J., at p. 146), but whether he in fact sought to do so ; compare 
Florence y, Jenirtgs (1857), 2 C. B. (n. 8.) 454 (plaintiff recovered the principal 
due on a bill in one action, and in another interest due under a separate agree- 
ment, but only down to the date of the first judgment, for thereupon the bill 
passed in rem judicatam ) ; WhUtaker v. Kershaw, supra ; Gibhs v. Cruikshank 
(1873). L. B. 8 C. P. 454 (recovery in replevin of the value of the goods barred 
an action for damage by tne same trespass to the same goods, for such damage 
might have been recovered in the former action ; edikr of damages for trespass 
to the land, which were not recoverable in ^t action). 
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tor false imprisonment is no bar to a subsequent action for a 
malicious prosecution following on the same arrest, even though 
the jury improperly gave damages in the first action for imprison- 
ment consequential on the prosecution (p). 

Sect. 2. — Parties estopped hy Record. 

Sub-Sect. 1. — Tarim estopped hy Judgment in rem, 

472. The most important distinction between judgments in ram 
and judgments in personam is that whereas the latter are only 
binding as between the parties thereto and those who are privy to 
them (a), the judgment in rem of a court of competent jurisdiction 
is, as regards persons domiciled (b) and property situated (c) within 
the jurisdiction of the court pronouncing the judgment, conclusive 
against all the world in whatever it settles as to the status of the 
persons or property (d), or as to the right or title to the latter, and 
as to whatever disposition it makes of the property itself, or of 
the proceeds of its sale (e). In other words, all persons, whether 
party to the proceedings or not, are estopped from averring that the 
status of persons or things, or the right or title to property, is other 
than the court has by such a judgment declared or made it to 
bo. But a judgment in rem can have no effect beyond the limits of 
the State within which the court delivering the judgment exercises 
jurisdiction, unless the thing affected is situate (/), or the person 
is domiciled (g), within those limits. 


(р) Quest V. Warren (1854), 9 Exch. 379. 

(a) See p. 343, post. 

{h) Bater v. Bater^ ^906] P. 209, 0. A. ; Harvey v. furn/c(1882), 8 App. Cas. 
43 ; Temherton v. Hughes^ [1899] 1 Ch. 781, 0. A. ; see title Conflict of Laws, 
Vol. VI., pp. 208, 269, 297. An exception must be made in regard to the 
establishment of a penal status by a foreign court; see ibid., p. 284 ; Be SeloVs 
Trust, [1902] 1 Ch. 488, 492. 

(с) (Jastrique v. Imrie (1870), L. P. 4 H. L. 414, per Blackburn, J., at p. 428, 

quoting Story, Conflict of Laws, s. 592 ; and per Lord Chelmsford, at p. 448 ; 
see also Wakefield Corporation v. Cooke. [1904] A. C. 31 ; B. v. St. Tancras 
{luhahitants) Peake, 286 [219] (highway cases), as to immovables. The 

tinding of a jury on on inquisition in lunacy presents an exception ; see 
p. 329, ante, and p. 341, potl. 

{d) B. V. St. Lawrence {Inhdbitants'S (1833), 5 B. & Ad. 626, 635, 636 
(settlement of pauper); Noel v. Wells (1668), 1 Lev. 236; TouHon v. Adjustable 
Cover and Boiler Block Co., [1908] 2 Ch. 430, C. A., per Moui.TON, L.J., at 
p. 439. It may be noted that the decree of a couit of probate, establishing 
a will, or the status of administrator, though conclusive against all paities 
and in all courts until set aside, is not, as aminst persons who had no oppor- 
tunity of intervening or upon whom a fraud has l^en practised in obtaining 
the decree, so far conclusive as to prevent their taking proceedings in the same 
court for revocation of the probate or the grant ; see Young v. Holloway. [1896] 
P. 87 ; Priestman v. Thomas (1884), 9P. D. 70, 210 ; compare Bitckie v. Malcdm, 
[1902] 2 I. 11.403; and title Executors and Administrators. 

(f) Minna Craig Steamship Co. v. Chartered Mercantile Bank of India, London 
and China, [1897] 1 Q. B. 460, 0. A. 

(/) Castrique v. Imrie, per Blacbrurn, J., at p. 436, citing Novelli 
V. Bosii (1831), 2 B. & Ad. 767. As to the condusivenese if a foreign judg- 
ment as to title to personal estate of a person domiciled in the foreign count^ 
at his death, see Doglioni y. Orispin (1866), L. B. 1 H. L. 301, 306, 314 ; 
Be Trufprt, Trafcrd v. Blanc (1887), 36 Ch. D. 600. See title Confuot op 
Laws, VoL VI., pp. 222, 296. 

{g) Shaw y« Oould (1868), L. E. 3 H. L. 65j BonaparU y. Bonaparte, [1892] 
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473. The question whether and in what cases the findings of 
the court upon which its determination of a question of status or 
title, or the disposition of property, have been founded are binding 
on strangers does not admit of a categorical answer. It is a funda- 
mental rule that a judgment is not conclusive as to anything but 
the point decided (/i), nor of any matter which came collaterally 
in question, or of any matter incidentally cognisable, or of any 
matter to be inferred by argument from the judgment (i), and 
this applies as well to judgments in rem as to judgments inter 
partes. Accordingly, a judgment of the Admiralty Court in a 
salvage action, where salvage services are admitted and money 
paid into court, concludes nothing more (at least against strangers) 
than the amount of the award, and the existence of a lien for it, 
and is not conclusive in an action by the owners of the salved 
vessel against underwriters that the loss was due to sea perils (fc). 
The difficulty arises in the application of the rule, in determining 
in each case what was the point decided and what was matter 
incidentally cognisable, and the opinion of judges seems to have 
undergone some fluctuations (/). But in order that a judgment 

P. 402. And even as regards such persons it cannot, whore they have con- 
cluded in a foreign country a contract affecting their status with due regard to 
the ceremonies prescribed by the lex loci contractus^ affect in that country the 
validity of the ceremony, so that it is possible for a marriage to be invaUd in 
the country of domicil and valid in the country of its celebration ; see Simonin 
(falsely called Mallac) v. Mallac (1860), 2 Sw. & Tr. 67 ; Hay v. [1900] 

2 Ch. *262 ; Ogden v. Ogden, [1908] P. 46, C. A. As to how far the capacity of 
parties to enter into a contract is to be determined by the law of their domicil, 
see Sottomayor v. De Burros (1877), 3 P. D. 1, 0. A.; Sottomayor v. l)e Bar roe 
(1879) 5 P. I). 94 ; Ogden v. Ogden^ supra, at p. 74 ; Chelti v. Cheiti, [1909] 
P. 67 ; Cass v. Cass (otherwise Bfaff) (1910), 102 L. T. 397; and see title 
Conflict of Laws, Vol. VI., p. 254. 

(A) Castrique v. Imrie (1870), L. R. 4 H. L., 414, 434. 

(«) Kingston's [Duchess) Case (1776), 2 Smith, L. 0., 11th ed., 731, 732. 

(Ar) Ballantytie v. Mackinnon, [1896] 2 Q. B. 455, C. A. ; and see Hill v. 
Clifford, [1907] 2 Ch. 236, 0. A,, per Gorell Barnes, P., at p. 251. 

[1) In Ilood-iiarrs v. Javkson (1842), 1 Y. & C. Ch. Cas. 585, Knight BruoI, 
V.-O., after quoting the well-known passage from Kingston's [Duchess) Case, 
goes on at })p. 597, 598 to say that ** however essential the establishmerit 
of particular facts may be to the soundness of a judicial decision, however it 
may proceed on them as established, and however binding and conclusive 
the decision may, as to its immediate and direct object, be, tnose facts are not 
all necessarily established conclusively between the parties, and that either 
may again litigate them for any other purpose as to which they may come 
in question ” ; and he held that a finding of fact in a suit in tne ewlesias- 
ticfid court for a grant of letters of administration, necessary to the decision, and 
appearing on the face of the order (a judgment in rem), was not conclusive in 
proceedings between the same parties in a court of equity for distribution. 
This decision was reversed by Lora Lyndhitrst, L.O., on the authority of Bouehier 
V. Taylor (1776), 4 Bro. Pari. Cas. 708, which proceeded partly at least on the' 
ground (see Barrs v. Jackson (1845), 1 Ph. 582, 685] that the ecclesiastical 
court was (what the Probate Division is not) a court oi distribution, and of the 
inconvenience attending the existence of two different findings by two courts 
of co-ordinate jurisdiction ; and though, having regard to Lord Lyndhxjbst’s 
remarks on Kingston's [Dutchess) Case, it is difficult to resist the conclusion that 
there was a difference of opimon between him and the vice-chancellor as to 
what matters were to be regarded as “ incidentally cognisable,** and what as 
** the point decided,** it is said on high authority that the principles^ laid down 
by the vice-chancellor are ** untouched by the reversal** (see 2 Smith, L. C., 
nth ed., p. 779; R. v. Hutchings (1881), 6 a B. D. 301, 0. A., per Lord 
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SioT. s. in rent may conclude strangers as to any finding of fact besides 
ParUeB the status or title which it establishes, it is necessary that the 
estopped finding should be essential to the judgment (m), and ascertainable 
by Becord. without ambiguity from the judgment itself (w). It is not suflfi- 
cient to create an estoppel, even inter partes^ if the finding relied on 
is only discoverable from a perusal of the judge’s reasons (o). 

Prise osses. 474. Prize cases have been regarded as to a certain extent 
exceptional (p), and the rule applied in actions against underwriters 

Selbouke, L.O., at p. 304), and his judgment is regarded as a Zocu4 dasaicvs on 
the subject of estoppel by record. On the other hand, a grant of probate is con- 
clusive as to the raUdity of the testamentary document, and concludes any 
question as to the regularity of its execution ; therefore, so long as the probate 
remains unrecalled, no relief can be obtained in equity against a fraud in 
obtaining the execution of the document {Allen v. McPherson (^1847), 1 H. L. 
Gas. 191 ; followed in Meluieh y. Milton (1876), 3 Oh. D. 27, 0. A.). In the 
former case the codicil in question had l^n contested by the plaintiff in the 
Chancery suit ; but in the latter the will appears from the dates (see p. 28) to 
have been proved in common form. Moreover, the record of a condemnation in 
the lilxchequer was conclusive on all parties as to the title of the Crown to the 
goods and their liability to be seized ; and also, in civil proceedings and in pro- 
ceedings for penalties under the statute creating the forfeiture (but not under a 
different statute), as to the grounds of condemnation appearing on the record 
(Scott V. Shearman (1776), 2 Wm. Bl. 977 ; v. King (1817), 6 Price, 195). 
Again, in iZ. v. Ilaiiington Middle Quarter (InhahitanU) (1865), 4 E. & B. 780, an 
order for removal of uuemancipated pauper children, based (as might be gathered 
from the order itself) upon a finding (erroneous in fact) as to the settlement, was 
hold to be conclusive (at least between the same parties) on the question of the 
father’s settlement ; and the judgment (p. 794) went further, treating the find- 
ing as a judgment in rem. ** Orders of removal,” said Coleridge, J. (p. 797), 
” unappealed against, or confirmed on appeal, are conclusive evidence, not 
merely of the fact directly decided, but of those facts also which are mentioned 
in them and necessary steps to the decision. Unless they are necessary steps 
the rule fails, and they are collateral facts only.” Some doubt was thrown upon 
this case by Lord Selboene, L.O., in K v. Hutchings (1881), 6 Q. B. D. 301, 
C. A., at p. 303. But the rule had been laid down in the same words in R. v. Wye 
{Inhabitants) (1838), 7 Ad. & El. 761, 769, 770, adopting the law as laid down 
in R. y. Gatterall (Township) (1817), 6 M. & S. 83, but distinguishing the facts; 
see also N^psfield (Parish) v. Woodchester (Parish) (1742), 2 Stra. 1172; Ry, 
St, Mafy, Lambeth (Inhabitants) (1796), 6 Term Ben. 615; and R. v. Hariington 
Middle Quarter (Inhabitants) (1855), snpra, was cited, apparently with approval, 
in Wakefield Corporation v. Coohey [1903] 1KB. 417, C. A., by Vaughan 
Williams, L. J,, at p. 424 ; affirmed u904J A. C. 31. It may be doubted whether 
those cases are within the limits laid down by Lord Blackburn and Db Orev, 

0. J.^ quoted in the text. They appear to place pauper cases almost on the same 
footing as prize oases, which are aamittedly anomalous ; see supra. The question 
whether in a pauper case a separation ordor made by justices under the Summary 
Jurisdiction (Married Women) Act, 1895 (58 A 59 Viet. o. 39), was admissible 
or conclusive evidence of the desertion on which it was founded was left open 
in Eastbourne Qaardirns v. Croydon Ouardians, [1910] 2 KB. 16. 

(m) Concha Y, Concha (1886), 11 App. Gas. 541 (it seems that such a finding 
after the matter had been liti^ted, appearing on tne face of a judgment tn rem, 
would be binding inter partes, though not essential to the judgment (ibid,)) ; B, v. 
Hartington MiddU Quarter {Inhabiiants)^ supra, 

(n) Hobbs V. Henning (1864), 17 0. B. (N. 8.) 791, 824 ; Dalghish v. Hodgson 
(1^1), 7 Bing. 495, 504 ; R, v. Hariington Middle Quarter (Inhabitants), supra, 

(o) Be Bank of Hindustan, China, and Japan, Alison's Case (1873), 9 Oh. App. 

1. 26, q.K ; Bs Allsgp ^ Joy's Contract (1889), 61 L. T. 213, 215. As to the 
oonolusiveness of decisions of courts for hearing election petitions, see title 
Elbctions, Vol. XIL, pp. 410, 411, 460. 

9 ^*3 «fpra, at p. 823; Ballantyne v. MaMnnon^ [1896] 
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by owners of vessels condemned as prize has been that the judgment 
of a foreign prize court condemning a vessel or cargo as enemy’s 
property is conclusive evidence not only that the property was 
condemned, but also that it was not neutral (q ) ; but it is otherwise 
if it can be shown it seems from an examination of the 
sentence) (r) that the judgment did not proceed on that ground (s). 
And it has been laid down further that, in the absence of any other 
cause appearing on^ the sentence, it must be presumed from the 
condemnation that it proceeded on the ground that the property 
was that of the enemy (t). But where the circumstances are not 
such as to give rise to this presumption, as, for example, where the 
sentence itself suggests some other ground of condemnation, it is 
not conclusive if there be any ambiguity as to what the ground is. 
It must not be left in uncertainty whether the ship was condemned 
on a ground which would be just by the law of nations, or on 
another ground which would amount only to a breach of the 
municipal regulations of the condemning country. In such case 
the sentence must be carefully examined to see whether the fact in 
proof of which it is adduced is clearly and certainly found by the 
judge whose sentence is relied on(rt). Such a finding of fact in the 
course of adjudication by a prize court, though receivable as con- 
clusive evidence of the fact, is not regarded as raising an estoppel 
strictly so called, and is therefore not pleadable as such (/>). Further, 
the ground of condemnation, to be conclusive, must be found in the 
operative part of the sentence (c). The recitals may, however, be 
looked at, if incorporated in the operative part by reference (d). 

476. There are some cases in which judgments in rem^ though 
not conclusive in proceedings to which strangers are party, so far 
differ from judgments in personam that they are not deemed to be 
res inter alios acteSy and are admissible in evidence. Of this nature 
is the verdict of a jury on an inquisition in lunacy, which, though 


(7) Kindersley v. Chase (1801), 2 Park, Marine Insurance, 8th ed., 743, 747, 
791 ; Baring v. Bogal Exchange Assurance Co. (1804), 6 East, 99 ; and see 
titles Insueance ; PiiizB Law aud Jurisdiction. 

(r) See Dalgleisk v. Hodgson (1831), 7 Bing. 495, per TiNDAL, O.J., at p. 504 ; 
Calvert v. Bovill (1798), 7 Term Kep. 623. 

(«) Castrigue v. Imrie (1870), L. E. 4 H. L. 414, per Blackburn, J., at p. 434 ; 
Geyer v. Aguilar (1798), 7 Tei*m Rep. 681 ; Pollard v. Bell (1800), 8 Term Bop. 
434, 437; Baring v. Clagett (1802), 3 Bos. & P. 215 ; BolUm v. Gladstone (1804), 
6 East, 165 ; aflirmod (1809) 2 Taunt. 85, Ex. Ch. As to how the rule came 
into existence, see Lothian v. Henderson (1803), 3 Bos. & P. 499, H. L., per Loid 
Eldon, L.O., at p. 645. 

{t) Saloucci V. Woodmata (1784), 2 Park, Marine Insurance, 8th ed., 727; 
Baring v. Clagett, supra; Lothian v. Henderson, supra. But see Dalgltish v. 
Hodgson, supra, and cases cited in following note. Tliis is an exception^ to 
the rule “ that estoppels must be certain to every intent ** ; “ if a thmg 
be not directly and precisely alleged, it shall be no estoppel ” (Go. Litt. 
352 a). 

(a) HdbU v. Henning (1864), 17 0. B. (n. s.) 791, 824, citing Dalgleish ▼. 
H^son, supra; Bemardi v. Motteux (1781), 2 Doug. (K. B.) 675 ; Calvert v. Bovill^ 
supra ; FiAer v. Ogle (1808), 1 Gamp. 418. 

E Hobbs V. Henning, au^a. 

ChristU T. Becretan (1799), 8 Term Rep. 192. 

Dalgleish v. Hodgswe, tupra; Bemardi v. Motteux, supra. 
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8>OT. f. it declares the status of the party at the time of taking the inquisition, 

Parties is not conclusive otherwise than inter partes even as to that point of 
estopped time C^), but is admissible as to his mental state at a later period, 
by Record, though liable to be contradicted (/). And on the same principle an 
order of the General Medical Council under the Dentists Act, 
1878 ig), erasing the name of a dentist from the register on the 
ground that he had been guilty of conduct infamous or disgraceful 
in a professional respect, which is apparently conclusive on all 
parties as to the professional status of the dentist (/i), may be 
admitted in proceedings between the dentist and third parties as 
evidence, though not conclusive, not only as to what the grounds 
of erasure were, but as to the truth of those grounds (i). 

Consent 476. Although a judgment by consent may well create an 

judgment estoppel between the parties (A:), it is at least doubtful whether a 

IN rem, judgment in rem obtained by consent of parties can ever be conclu- 

sive against persons who were not and do not claim through the 
parties to it, except so far as may be necessary to protect the title 
of a person who purchases the res on the faith of the judgment. It 
has been laid down that a judgment by consent cannot effect a 
res judicata so as to bind the public or absent parties (f), and that a 
judgment by consent establishing a will in solemn form does not 
bind a party who, though served with a citation to see proceedings, 
has not appeared or been represented at the hearing, so as to prevent 
him from taking proceedings to revoke probate (m). 

Judgment 477. It seems clear that in criminal cases, at all events, a 
fSr^ndusive conclusive, as between strangers or between a 

in^crimlnal^^ po-^ty to it and a stranger, only as to the status or title which it 
caaci. declares or creates (n), or the disposition which it actually makes, 

and not as to any matter of fact upon which it may be founded (o). 
So a decree absolute in a divorce case concludes the fact of dissolution 
of the marriage, but nothing further ; and it is apprehended that 

(f) Sergeson v. Seahg (1742), 2 Atk. 412, 414. 

(/) Sergeaonv, Staley ^Bupra; Faulder ▼. Silk (1811), 3 Camp. 125; Hill v. 
Clifford^ [1907] 2 Ch. 236, 0. A,, per Cozbns-Hardy, M.R., at p. 244, citing Fan 
Grutten v. Faxwellt [1897] A. U. 668, not reported on this point. See title 
Lunatics, etc. 

(g\ 41 & 42 Viet. c. 33, ss. 13, 14, 16. 

(h) See IJUl V. Clifford, supra, per Qorell Barnes, P., at p. 262; 
Dentists Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Viet. o. 33), s. 3 ; and see title Medicine and 
PnARMAOT. 

(i) Hill ▼. Clifford, supra, duUtante Gorell Barnes, P., on this point ; 
affirmed sub nom, Clifford v. Timms, [1908] A. 0. 12, without reference to the 
points dealt with in the Court of Appeal. 

1 (k) Bofwden y. Beauchamp (1740), 2 Atk. 82, and cases cited p. 327, ante, 

(I) Jenkins y. Robertson (1867), L. R. 1 So. & Diy. 117 (a Scotch case ; had the 
uagment been the result of a oontest it would haye determined the question of 
lighway as against the public and been in the nature of a judgment in rem) ; 
compare Ballmtyne y. MacHnnon, [1896] 2 Q. B. 466, 0. A. ; The Bellcaim 
(1886), 11 P. D. 1, C. A. ; see also note (y), p. 327, ante, 

(m) Ritchie y. Malcolm, [1902] 2 1. E. 403 ; and see note (d), p. 338, ante. 

(n) Compare R, y. Qrundon (1776), 1 Cowp. 316. 

(o) Kingston's {Dtuhess) Case (1776), 2 Smith, L. 0., 11th ed., 731, 736 — 
738 ; R, y. Buttery (1818), Buss. & By. 342 (grant of probate not conclusiye in 
favour of prisoner on inoictment for forging a will), not following R, y. Yiwsent 
(1721), 1 Stra- 481. 
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a decree of nullity pronounced by the English court on a marriage Skgt. 2. 

celebrated here or of a foreign court on a marriage celebrated in Parties 

the country of its jurisdiction, and under the law of that country (p), estopped 
between persons domiciled there, is equally conclusive as to the Record, 
question of existence of the marriage (9). A mere dismissal of a 
suit would not have a similar effect (r). The old cases referred to 
above («), upon the conclusiveness of a record of condemnation in the 
Exchequer in subsequent proceedings for penalties under the statute 
creating the forfeiture as to the grounds of condemnation 
appearing on the record, form an apparent exception to the above 
propositions. Apart from the fact that an information for penalties 
for breach of the revenue laws is not, strictly speaking, a criminal 
proceeding (t), they may perhaps be explained by the fact that the 
parties were in substance the same — the defendant on the one 
hand, and on the other the King, prosecuting in his own name or 
in that of his Attorney-General. 

Sub-Sect. 2. — Parties estopped hy Judgment inter partes. 

478. A judgment inter partes raises an estoppel only against the Parties and 
parties (a) to the proceeding in which it is given, and their privies, privies, 
t.r., those claiming or deriving title under them(^>). As against 
all other persons it is res inter alios acta (c), and with certain excep- 
tions (d), though conclusive of the fact that the judgment was 

( р) As to marriages celebrated in a British consulate, see Hay y. Northcotct 
[1900] 2 Oh. 262. 

{(p This seems to follow from the reasoning of the notes to Kingston's ( Duclms) 

Case (1776), 2 Smith, L. 0., 11th ed., 731, at p. 755, and of Blackburn, J., in 
Castrique v. Imrie (1870), L. B. 4 H. L. 414, at p. 428. Be Grey, O.J. (seo 2 
Smith, L. 0., 11th ed., at pp. 734, 737), did not concede so much to the sentences of 
ecclesiastical courts. But those courts had not the power to eftect a dissolution 
of marriage ; and he apparently did not regard the sentence of an ecclesiastical 
court, pronouncing against the fact of marriage, as final (see ibid., p. 737). See 
the point discussed, 2 Smith, L. 0., 11th ed., at p. 777. For the modern doctrine 
as to decrees of nullity, as distinguished from decrees of divorce, see Ogden y. 

Ogden, [1908] P. 46, 78 et seq., 0, A. 

(r) iJeedham v. Bremner (1866), L. E. 1 C. P. 583. In this case the petition 
was for dissolution, but the same principle would seem to apply to nullity 
proceedings. 

(<) R. V. Matthews (1797), A.-O. y. WaTcefield (1797), A.-^O. y. Reynolds (1801), 
in the notes to A.~0. v. King (1817), 5 Price, 195, at p. 202 ; see also the note to 
Scott V. Shearman (1775), 2 Wm. Bl. 977, at p. 982; and note {1), p. 339, ante. 

(i) R. y. Uausmann (1909), 73 J. P. 516, 0. 0. A. 

1 Eq. Gas. Abr. 163 ; Co. Idtt. 352. 

(b) Borough y. Whkhcote (1732), 3 Bro. Pari. Gas. 695 (privity to a decree 
which was a hundred years old) ; Gray v. Lewis, Parker v. Lewis (1873), 8 Ch. 

App. 1035, 1060; Outram v. Morewood (1803), 3 East, 346, 355; Strutt 'w. 

BoHngdon (1803), 6 Esp. 56 ; Richards v. Johnson (1859), 4 11. & N. 660; citing 
Com. Big. tit. Estoppel (C). 

(с) Christy v. Tancred (1842), 9 M. & W. 438; Spencer y. Williams (1871), 

L. E. 2 P. & D. 230 ; Jenkyn v. Jtnkyn (1856), 6 W. E. 43 ; Musketry {Lord) 

V. Skiffington (1868), L. E. 3 H. L. 141. 

(d) E.g., where the judgment determines a question of public right and is 
admissible as evidence of reputation {Reed v. Jackson (1801), 1 East, 365 ; Pirn 
y. CareZl (1840), 6 M. & W. 234; Petrie v. Nuitall (1856), 11 Exch. 569; 

Berry y. Mnner (1792), Peake, 212 [156]), or where the amount of damages 
recovered in a former action is in question {Green y. New River Co. (1792), 4 
Term Eep. 589, 590. See title Evidence, post. 
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obtained and of its terms (e), is not even admissible evidence of the 
facts established by it (/). Privies are of three classes : — (1) Privies 
in blood, as ancestor and heir (g). (2) Privies in law, as tenant by 
the courtesy, tenant in dower ; and others that come in by act in 
law (/(), as testator and executor, intestate and administrator (i ) ; 
bankrupt and trustee in bankruptcy (k). (8) Privies in estate, as 
testator and devisee (Z); vendor and purchaser (m) ; lessor and 
lessee (n) ; a husband and his wife claiming under his title and 
e convevBo (p) ; successive incumbents of the same benefice (p) ; 

{e) Reed v. Jackson (1801), 1 East, 865 ; see title Jitdoments and Orders. 

(/) Custrifjue v. Imrie (1870), L. R. 4 H. L. 414, 484 ; Evans v. (1844), 

I hob. Eccl. 165, 170 ; Dae d. Uncon v. llnjdijrs {jMdy) (1843), 6 Man. & G. 282 ; 
YuUa V. Eyffiji- Taylor, [1899] W. N. 141 (proof of conviction of defendant no 
evidence in civil proceedings of his guilt), following Leyman v. Latimer (1878), 
8 YjK. L). 862, 0. A., per Bramwell, L.J,, at p. 354; see also Anderson v. 
Collinson, [1901] 2 K. B. 107 ; and title Evidence, post. The question whether 
an acquittal on a charge of murder could be pleaded by way of estoppel 
in civil proceedings by the prisoner when the question “ Murder or no ** was 
in issue was raised, but not decided, the opinion of the court being apparently 
against the estoppel, in llvlsham v. RIackwood (1861), 11 C. B. 111. Seamen 
convicted and imprisoned for refusing to go to sea brought an action for wages. 

I I was hold that the conviction did not operate as an estoppel between them and 
the owners so as to defeat their claim (Caine v. Palace Steam Shipping (7o., [1907] 
1 K. B. 670, C. A. ; affirmed, /Vi/acc Shipping Co., Lid, v. Caine, [1907] A. 0. 386, 
on another point; see also Wilsm v. Bennett (1904), 6 E. (Ct. of Sess.) 269. 
Having regard to s. 81 of the Matrimonial Causes Act, 1857 (20 & 21 Viet. c. 85), 
the Divorce Court will treat as conclusive its own previous finding of the 
adultery of a party to an earlier suit who was also party to a later one, although 
the issue was raised in each suit by one who was not a party to the other (by a 
co-respondent in the first and by the King’s Proctor in the second) (Gonradi v. 
Conradi (1868), L. ll, 1 P. & D. 514, 621). 

(a) Co. Idtt. 852 a ; Conner v. Browne (1784), 1 Ridg. Pari. Rep. 139 ; Dundas 
y, IVaddell (1880), 5 App, Cas. 249 ; WetdiS v. Birch (1893), 69 L. T. 759. The 
Inhcrihinco Act, 1833 (3 & 4 Will. 4, c. 106), s. 2, while it altered the mode of 
tracing the descent of particular property, did not aiffect the question of privity 
in blood (%hid.). 

(h) Co. Litt. 352 a. 

(/) R. V. lleUlcn (1738), Andr. 388; Ennis v. Rockford (1884), 14 L. R. Ir. 285. 

(k) Jones v. Yales (1829), 9 B. & C. 532 ; Edmands v. ^est (1862), 7 L.!’. 279 ; 
Harris v. Truman (1882), 9 Q. B. D. 264, C. A. For some hmibitions on the 
effect of the trustee’s priviW with the bankrupt, see p. 348, 

(/) Dalton V. FiUnerald, [1897] 2 Ch, 86, 0. A. But the purchaser for value 
from a devisee witli the leg^ estate is not affected by an equitable interest 
created by the devisor, of which the purchaser had no notice (Clemow v. Qeach 
(1870), 40 L. J. (cn.) 44). 

(m) 1 Eq. Cas. Abr. 163 ; Board v. Board (1873), L. R 9 Q. B. 48 ; Sumner v. 
Scho/icld (1880), 43 L. T. 763 ; Doe d. Oais/ord v. Stone (1846), 3 0. B. 176 
(mortgagor, and purchaser of equity of redemption). 

(n) Co. Litt. 352 a. 

(o) Doe d. Leeming y. Skirrow (1837), 7 Ad, & EL 157 ; Whittaker v. Jackson 
(1864), 2 II. & 0. 926 ; Ouiram v. JKorewood (1803), 3 East, 346. 

( p) Borough y. WhichcoU (1732), 3 Bro. Pari. Cas. 695 ; Dundas v. Waddell 

e , 5 App. Oas. 249 (ministers of Scotch Church). It was held by the 
onal Court that the incumbent was priyy to the patron under whom he 
claimed (Magntth v. Reichel (1887), 67 L. T. 850), on the authority of Bro. Abr. 
tit Quare Impodit, pi. 66 (R, y. W, de L, (1364). Y. B. 38 Edw. 3, fo. 31). 
The decision was affirmed by the Court of Appeal, who, however, apparently 
differed from the Divisional Coiizt on this point (see 14 App. Cas. mt p. 667), 
and in the House of Lords, but without discussing this question (i^tVAeZ y. 
Magraih (1889), 14 App. Cas. 666). 
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assignor and assignee of a bond(^) ; the servant of a corporation 
defending an action of trespass at the cost of his employers and 
justifying under their title, and the corporation itself (r). So a 
judgment of ouster against a corporator would be conclusive 
evidence against another deriving title under him — i,e., by his 
vote (s). 

479. But it is necessary to the relation of party and privy, not 
only that the two persons should have a similar interest in the 
property to which the estoppel relates, but that the latter should 
derive title from the former (i). Thus a tenant admitted by the land- 
lord upon a surrender by the former tenant is not estopped from 
denying the truth of a recital in the former tenant’s deed to the 
effect that he was seised for life ; for his estate comes not from the 
former tenant, but from the landlord (u). 

So, if the heir of a deceased man do not claim as privy, but by 
his own purchase, or from another ancestor, he is not bound by an 
estoppel upon the deceased (a) ; and as neither a sheriff nor an 
execution creditor is privy to the debtor, neither of them is bound 
by an estoppel which prevents the latter from denying the title 
of a third person who has in fact no property in the goods (h). So 
strictly is this rule applied that the determination in a Chancery 
suit as to who are next of kin of the deceased is not binding on 
persons claiming to be entitled to a grant of letters of adminis- 
tration in respect of an independent right arising upon the 
renunciation of the next of kin, though they trace their kinship 
through one of the parties to the former suit (c). But the successive 
possession of a similar interest is evidence of privity of estate. 
Thus the fact that a sole plaintiff was in possession of an estate 
when the former cause of action accrued, and that he and his 


fg) Jlorton v. Weatmineter Improvement Commisaionera (18»52), 7 Excli. 7S0. 

(r) Jte Walton^cum-Trimley Manor t Ex parte Timlint (1873), 28 L. T. 12 ; 
compare Hancock v. Welsh and Cooper (1816), 1 Stark. 347 (privity between 
bailiff and landlord under whom he justified). 

{a) It, V. York Corporation (1792), 6 Term Eep. 66, 72, 76, differing from B, y. 
Crimea (1770), 6 liurr. 2598, 2601, as to the conclusiveoess of the verdict. 

{t) Liverpool and North Wales Steamship Co., Ltd, v. Mersey Trading Go., Lid., 
[1909] 1 Ch. 209, C. A., per Fakwell, L.J., at p. 217. 

(m) Doe d. Marchant v. Errington (1839), 6 Bing. (w. c.) 79 ; compare Loch v. 
Nor borne (1688), 3 Mod. Eep. 147 (verdict against one only of several defendants ; 
no evidence against the others). 

(a) Qoodtitle v. Mwee (1789), 3 Term Eep. 365, per Lord Kenyon, C.J., at 
p. 371, citing Edwards v. Rogers (1640), W. Jo. 459 ; compare Keate v. Thillips 
(1881), 18 Ch. D. 456, 577 {cestui que trust not bound by estoppel on fraudulent 
trustee). 

(b) Richards v. Johnston (1859), 4 H. & N. 660, citing Heane v. Rogers (1829), 
9 B. & 0. 577, 586; followed, Richards v. Jenkins (1886), 18 a. B. I). 451, 0. A. ; 
and see Ileugh v. Chamberlain (1877), 25 W. E. 742 (one who after assignment 
of a patent becomes partner of the assignor, not pnvy to the estoppel arising 
out of the assignment); Tighe v. Tighe (1877), 11 I. E. Eq. 203 (no privity 
between administrator appointed in colony and administrator appointed at home 
of deceased having assets in both places). 

(c) Spencer v. Williams (1871), L. E. 2 P. & D. 230, more fully and more 
correctly r^rted sub nom. Spencer v, Spencer, 40 L. J.j(Y. & M.) 45 ; compare 
Mercantile Investment and Oeneral Trust Co, v. River Plate Trad, Loan, and Agency 
Co., [1894] 1 Ch. 578. 
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cO'plaintiff were so at the time of the later cause of action, is primd 
facie evidence that the later plaintiffs are privy in estate to the 
former plaintiff (d), and privity has been assumed to exist between 
successive lords of the same manor (c). 

480 . In order that a judgment may be conclusive against 
a person as privy in estate to a party litigant it is necessary to 
show (apart from his taking with a notice of a lie pendens) (/) that 
he derives title under the latter by act or operation of law subse- 
quent to the recovery of the judgment (^), or at least to the 
commencement of the proceedings, and that the judgment was one 
affecting the property to which title is derived. Purchasers of land 
are not estopped by proceedings commenced after the purchase (h) ; 
and a judgment obtained against the mortgagor of land after 
completion of the mortgage, setting aside his purchase of the land 
on the ground of fraud, is not even evidence against the mortgagee 
who was not a party to the action (i). 

481 . Again, it is necessary to an estoppel by record that the 
parties to the litigation (or their privies) should have claimed or 
defended in the same right in the former proceedings as they 
represent in the later ones (/c). A patentee whose patent has in an 
action by himself for infringement been held invalid for want of 
novelty is not in subsequent proceedings by the defendant as 


(fi) IVakemore r. Olamorganahire Canal Co, (1836), 2 Cr. M. & B. 133; B, v. 
lilahemore (1862), 2 Den. 410 (conviction of foimor owner and occupier, liable 
ratione tenurce, for non-repair of highway). 

(e) Be Wa/ton-cum-Trimlei/ Manor, Ex •parte Tomline (1873), 28 L. T. 12. 

(/) Soe Judgments Act, 1839 (2 & 3 Vict. c. 11), s. 7 ; and title Judgments 
4ND Ordeus. 

{g) Be I)e Burgho'a Estate, [1896] 1 I. B, 274, 280 ; and see Doe d. Foster v. 
Derby {JSarl) (1834), 1 Ad. & El. 783, 790; cited, llodsony. Walker (1872), L. B. 
7 Exch, 65, 61. 

{h) Mercantile Investment and General Trust Co, v. Biver Hate Trust, Loan, and 
Agency Co., [1894] 1 Ch. 678 ; compare The Thyatira (1883), 8 P. D. 154 
(indorseo of bill oi exchange not affected by proceedings commenced after 
indorsement) ; Poore v. C/ar^• (1742), 2 Atk. 616 (lord of manor and copyholders) ; 
daunt V. Wainman (1836), 3 Bing. (n. 0.) 69 (widow not estopped in action of 
dower by recital in her husband’s deed) ; Wenman {Lady) v. Mackenzie (1855), 
6 E. & B. 447, 458, following Evans v. Bees (1839), 10 Ad. & El. 151 (landlord 
and tenant) ; but it is otherwise where the tenant proceeds by direction and 
authority of his landlord {Kinne:i'sley y. Orpe (1780), 2 Doug. (K. B.) 517) ; com- 
pare Mowait V, Castle Sted and Iron Works Co, (1886), 34 Ch. D. 58, 63, C. A. 
(estoppel by representation). 

(i) Natal Land and Colonization Co, y. Good (1868), L. B. 2 P. C. 121, 132 ; 
compare Morrety, Westerns (1710), 2 Vem. 663 ; Simpswi y. Pickering (1834), 1 
Or. At, & B. 627 ; Doe d. Downs {Lord) y. Thompson (1847), 9 Q. B. 1037 
el by lease on mortgagor did not bind mortgagee). 


[k) Bobmstm*s Case (1603), 5 Co. Bep. 32 b; Hugginsy, York- Buildings Co, (1740), 
2 Atk. 44 ; Battenbury y. Fenton (1833), 0<X)p. temp, Brough. 60 ; Bainbrigge y. 
Baddeley (1847), 2 Ph. 705; Hacking y, Lee (1860), 9 W. B. 70; Bennett y. 
Qamgee (1876), 2 Ex. D. 11 (trustee in bankruptcy, after electing not to con- 
tinue deotor’s action, not barred from bringing own) ; Metiers y. Broum 
(1863), 1 H. & 0. 687 (principle applied to estoppel by deed), citing Com. Dig. 
Estoppel, 0. It does not matter in what character they are summoned {e,g., as 
heir-at-law or next of kin) proyided they haye been party in their own right 
(Beardsley y. Beardsley, [18^] 1 Q. B. 746, following Emherley y* Trevanion 
(1860). 4 Sw. & It. 197). 
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petitioner for the revocation of the same patent precluded from 
again alleging the novelty of the patent, because the petition is on 
behalf of the public, and the former defendant is therefore appearing 
in a different right (f). Again, the determination of the issues in 
an action by a personal representative for damage sustained by the 
relatives of the deceased from his death by accident raises no 
estoppel in a subsequent action by the same plaintiff for damage 
caused to the deceased’s estate by the same accident, because the 
plaintiff sues in two different rights, and in effect the parties in 
the two actions are different (m). 

482. In certain cases, though there is in strictness no privity 
between a party to a judgment and the person agninst whom it is 
set up, the relations between them are such that the latter is not 
allowed to dispute it. There is no privity of estate between the 
parties to a contract of indemnity (n) ; but a person who has 
covenanted te indemnify another against liabilities and actions in 
respect thereof is, as between himself and the party indemnified, 
estopped from disputing the judgment in an action against the 
latter (o), not because he is a privy, but because that is the true 
meaning of the contract. On the other hand, where indemnity is 
claimed independently of contract against trustees who have com- 
mitted a breach of trust, they are not estopped by a judgment 
obtained by third parties against the plaintiffs from saying that no 
damage has arisen from the breach (2>). 

Again, although a trustee and his cestui que trust are different 
parties, and neither derives his title from the other (^), equity will 
not allow the same question to l>e litigated betwen a person and 
the cestui que trust and afterwards between the same person and 
the trustee (r). There may perhaps be said to be a gaasi-privity 
between them. 
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(0 Veetey's Patent, [1895] 1 Ch. 687, 0. A. ; reversed on other points, euh 
nom, Deeley v. Perkea, [1896] A. C. 496 ; compare PouUon v. Adjaetahle Cover and 
Boiler Block Co,, [1908] 2 Cn. 430, 0. A. 

(m) Leggott v. Oreat Northern Rail, Co, (1876), 1 Q. B. D. 699 ; followed, 
V. Dublin, Widdow, and Wexford Rail, Co, (1892), 30 L. R. Ir, 614, 

(n) King y, Norman (1847), 4 0. B. 884, 898; nor between a surety and the 
principal debtor or his trust^ in bankruptcy (Pritchard v. Hitchcock (1843), 6 
Man. & Q. 151 (surety not concluded by judgment between the debtor’s trustee 
and the creditor that the debtor^s discharge of the debt was a fraudulent 
preference) ). 

(o) Mercantile Investment and General Trust Co, y. River Plate Truet, Loan, and 
Agency Co,, [1894] 1 Ch. 678. There is no estoppel between the indemnifying 
parties and the plaintiff in the action, although they have assisted in the action 
and paid the costs (ibid.), 

(p) Craig y, Lewie, Parker y, Lewis (1873), 8 (^. App. 1035, 1059. Where 
the party indemnified has given to the surety notice of the proceedings, and an 
opportunity of defending the action or paying the claim, the latter is bound 
by any settlement houd fide made by the former {ibid,, at p. 1059; Jones v. 
Yrt7/tam« (1841), 7 M. & W. 493 ; see also DufiUld v. Scott (1789), 3 Term Rep. 
874, per Bullee, J., at p. 377 ; Smith y, Compton (1832), 3 B. & Ad. 407. 

(V) See Keate y, Phillips (1881), 18 Ch. D. 560, 577. 

(r) Re Defries, Norton y. Levy (1883), 48 L. T. 703 ; compare Farquharson v. 
Seaton (1828), 5 Russ. 45 (second mcumbrancer and mortgagor). 
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483. Members of a class are frequently bound by a judgment 
obtained against others suing or being sued in a representative 
capacity (g). Where a multitude of persons are interested in a 
general right, and individuals are selected, whether as plaintiffs or 
defendants, to represent the multitude to try the question of the 
existence of the right, everybody interested is bound (in the absence 
of fraud or collusion) by the decision, although not actually present, 
because he is present by representation : but it is open to any 
individual to show a special ground of exemption ; the decree is only 
final against him so far as regards the general right (t). 

484. It should be noted that although a trustee in bankruptcy 
is privy to the bankrupt, he is entitled and bound to inquire into 
the consideration for a judgment debt to see whether it is one 
which is properly provable (a). Similarly, the court may inquire 
into the merits of a judgment debt on which a bankruptcy petition 
is founded and refuse in its discretion to make a reaeiving order ; 
but such refusal does not affect the res judicata of the debt, and, 
though it creates a res judicata on that petition, it is no bar to a 
fresh petition for the same debt (?>), but in a proper case the court 
might decline to entertain such fresh petition as vexatious (c). 

A trustee is not estopped from setting up a fraud which the 
bankrupt himself would be estopped from setting up, when it is 
also a fraud on the bankruptcy law — e.y., as being a fraudulent 
preference (d). 


(•) liratm v. Howard (1701), 1 Eq. Cas. Abr. 163 (tenants of a manor) ; Broum 
f. Booth (1690), 1 Eq, Caa. Abr. 163 ; 2 Vern. 184 (representative minors). 

(f) Sewers Commissioners v. (Jellatly (1876), 3 Cn. D. 610, per Jessel, M.R., 
at p. 616. An order appointing a person to represent a class does not affect 
one of the class who duims a distinct and independent right so far as regards 
that right (iZc Larf, Wilkinson v. Blades , [1896] 2 Ch. 788, 793). 

(a) lie Tollemache, Ex •parts lievell (No. 1) (1884), 13 Q. B, D. 720, 0. A. ; Be 
Tollemadie^ Ex jiarte Anderson (1885), 14 Q. B. D. 606, 0. A. ; Be Deerhnrst, Ex 
parte Leaton (1891), 64 L. T. 273, 0. A., per Lord Halsbury, at p. 274. In this 
case it was held in the court below (ibid.y p. 1 18) that an invitation by the debtor’s 
solicitor to vote, in respect of a gaming debt, for a scheme of arrangement does 
not estop the trustee under the scheme from denying that the debt is provable, 
but this point was not dealt with in the Court of Appeal. See also Be Dingle^ 
Ex parte Butterfillf Ex parte Bashleigh (1811), 1 Hose, 192; and title Bank- 
ruptcy, Vol. II., p. 234. 

(5) Be Vitoria^ Ex parte Vitoria^ [1894] 2 Q. B. 386, 0. A. ; see title Bank- 
ruptcy, Vol. n., p. 67. The trustee’s rejection of a proof would seem to be 
equally inefBcaoious to affect the rei judicata; but the effect of a. 35 (2) of the 
Bankruptcy Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Viet, a 62), is to render the judgment in such 
oases unenioroeable aftw annulment of the bankruptcy (Brandon v. McIIenry. 
[189in Q. B. 638, 0. A.). 

(c) ^ Ftforta, Ex parte Vitoria^ supra, per Kay, L.J., at p. 391 ; Be Larard, 
Ex parte Yeomans and Heap (1896), 3 Mans. 317, C. A. 

(d) Jonea v. Yates (1829), 9 B. & 0. 632, 640 ; Heilbut v. NeviU (1869), L. E. 
4 (). P. 864 ; affirmed (1870), L. B. 6 0. P. 478, Ex. Ok ; see Bankruptcy Act, 1883 
(46 & 47 Viet c. 62), s. 48. The judgments of Cockburn, O.J., L. E. 6 0. P. 
at p. 481, and Blaokburn, J., at p. 483, seem to suggest fkat, the trustee being 
innocent of the fraud and the defendant cognisant of it, the former was, indepen- 
dently of the question of fraudulent preference, subject to no estoppd; see, 
however, Jones v. Fafes, st^ira* 
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Seot. 8 . — Who may take advantage of Estoppel. 

Sub-Sect. 1 . — In OeneraL 

485 . This question is governed by the rule that estoppels ought 
to be mutual (e). Only those can take advantage of an estoppel by 
record who, if the decision had been the other way, would have been 
bound by it — that is to say, in case of a judgment inter partes^ the 
parties and their privies. It is not enough that the person against 
whom the estoppel is set up was party or privy to the judgment 
relied on ; each party to the later proceeding must have been party 
or privy to the earlier one (/). It follows that only those can take 
advantage of an estoppel who claim or defend in the same right in 
the later proceeding as they, or those to whom they claim to be 
privy, represented in the earlier (g). 

486 . But while it is true that estoppel by record must be 
reciprocal, yet a judgment in favour of a defendant, though equally 
conclusive as to what it actually decides, is not always as decisive in 
his favour on the points in issue as a judgment for a plaintifif. Where 
a plaintiff recovers judgment it almost necessarily follows that all 
the issues raised by the defendant have been determined in the 
plaintiff’s favour : there must at least have been a decision on the 
merits. On the other hand, a judgment may have passed in favour 
of the defendant on dilatory grounds (h), or on one only of many 
alternative defences ; and circumstances may have arisen entitling 


(e) See p, 325, ante. 

( /) Shedtien v. A,~G, (1800), 30 L. J. (v. M. & A.) 217, 228, 231, where a suit 
for declaration of legitimacy to which the Attorney-General was a necessary 
party, and in which other parties were cited, was held not to be barred by a judg- 
ment of the Scotch court against the petitioner on proceedings between the 
petitioner and the cited parties in which the same question of legitimacy was in 
issue, because the Attorney-General was not a party to the earlier proceedings ; 
Ictrie V. Nutiall (1850), 11 lExch. 609 (conviction of obstructing highway cannot 
be pleaded as estoppel by third party in action by former defendant for trespass : 
08 to mutuality, see ihid.y at p. 675) ; compare Horton v. Westminster Improvement 
Commissioners (1852), 7 Exch. 780; see also Ocunt v. Wainman (1836), 3 Bing. (N.a) 
69 (widow cannot take advantage of estoppel by deed of her husband’s tenant 
where she herself would not have been estopped) ; Callow y. Jenkinaon {lS51)t 
0 Exch. 666 (judgment against defendant sued jointly with others not conclusive 
in subsequent proceedings between same plaintiff ana defendant alone) ; Le Glere 
V. Greene (1873\ 7 1. B. Eq. 371, 377 ; Co. Lift. 352 a. 

Cv) Re Deeley's Patent, [1895] 1 Ch. 687, C. A. Letters patent, which are 
matters of record, probably create, as to matters of fact stated therein, an estoppel 
between the grantee and the Crown ; but they create none between the grantee 
and anyone else, for the latter is neither par^ nor privy to them {Cropj)er v. 
Smith (l884), 26 Ch. D. 700, 705, 708, 713, 0. A., per Fry, L.J., at p, 712 ; 
attirmea, without giving reasons, sub nom. Smith v. Cropper (1885), 10 App. Cas. 

(i) An order of sessions quashing an order of removal of a pauper, though 
primd facie evidence between the parties that the pauper was not settled in the 
appellant parish, may be shown to have been made on some other ground (R, v. 
Wick St, Lawrence {Inhabitants) (1833), 5 B. & Ad. 526). If made on the 
merits, it is conclusive between them (R, v. Evenwood and Barony {Inhabitants) 
(1843), 3 Q. B. 370; R. v. Clint (InhabitanU) (1841), 11 Ad. & El. 624, n. ; 
compare Langmead v. Maple (1865), 18 0. B. (n. 8.) 255 ; Palmer v. Temple 
(1839), 9 Ad. & El 508 ; Jenkyns v. Merthyr TydvU Urban District Council 
(1899).80L.T. 600 (same principle applied in criminal proceeding). 
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the plaintiffs to judgment which were not in existence when the 
first action was brought (t)- 

Sub-Sect. 2 . — Neceesity of pleading Estoppels 

487 . The old rule was that estoppel by record and deed must be 
pleaded if there were an opportunity (A;). If the party against whom 
the record was used gave by his pleading the opportunity of plead- 
ing the estoppel, and this was not done, the record could not be 
relied on as conclusive (1), but as evidence only (m). It was other- 
wise if no such opportunity were given (n). Under the modern 
practice the facts relied on to establish an estoppel of any kind 
(including estoppels in pais) should be pleaded in any case in which 
it is intended to rely upon it(o), except in answer to a claim in 
ejectment (p), and in the cases (if any) in which ‘‘not guilty by 
statute’* may still be pleaded (g), even though the doing so involves 
a special reply (r) ; if, as may occur in the exceptional cases referred 
to, or where the matter giving rise to the estoppel has occurred 
since the close of the pleadings («), there is really no opportunity 
for the party relying on the estoppel to plead it, he need not do so. 
But if a plaintiff in ejectment relies on an estoppel as part of his 
title, it seems that he should plead it in his statement of claim (t). 


(t) National Bolivian Navigation Co, v. JVihon (1880), 6 App. Cas. 176, 185, 
198, 199; Waine v. Crocker (1862), 3 Be O. F. & J. 421, 0. A.; Heath v. 
Weaverliam {Tovmahip) Overseers^ [1894] 2 Q. B. 108 ; Hall v. Levy (1876), L. R. 
10 0. P. 164; compare It, v. North Kaetern-Rail, Co, (1901), 84 L. T. 602; 
Hitchin V. Campbell (1771), 2 Wm. Bl. 779, where a judgment for a defendant 
in trover on general issue pleaded was held on demurrer no answer to an action 
for money received for the same goods, since though it appeared that the goods 
were the same it did not appear that the question was the same. At the trial it 
a]>poared that the only question was the property in the goods, and it was held 
that the first action was a bar {ibid,, at pp. 827, 832) ; compare Phillips y. Ward 
(1863), 2 H. & C. 717 ; Ikhrene v. Sievekhiy (1837), 2 Mj'. & Cr. 602 ; Moss y. 
Anglo- Egyptian Navigation Co. (1866), 1 Ch. App. 108; It. y. May (1880), 6 
Q. B. D. 382 ; compare, as to judgment of acquittal in the Exchequer, Cooke y, 
HhvU (1793), 6 Term. £ep. 266, 266, citing Bullor, Nisi Prius, 245; and see 
pp. 364, 265, post, 

(k) It was otherwise with estoppels in pais {Freeman y, Cooke (1848), 2 Exch. 
654, 662 ; Ashpitel y, Bryan (1863), 3 B. & S. 474, 490, citing 1 Wms. Saund., 
6th ed., 326 a, n. (d) ). 

(/) Treviban y, Lawrence (1704), 2 Ld. Baym. 1048, 1061 ; Magrath y. Hardy 
(1838), 4 Bing. (n. C.) 782 ; see Potts v. .ATixon (1870), 6 I. E. 0. L. 45 ; Faversham 
{Lora) V. ifmmon (1855), 11 Exch. 386. 

(m) Vooght V. \vinch (1819), 2 B. & Aid. 662. A party relying on a deed 
plight open the estoppel by putting in issue the facts which the deed was 
intended to conclude ( tri/son v. Butler (1838), 4 Bing. (n. 0.) 748). 

(n) Treviban v. Lawrence, supra, 

(f) E. S. 0., Ord. 19, rr. 4, 6, 15 ; Coppinger v. Norton, [1902] 2 I. R. 232, 
244. As to the necessity of pleading “judgment recovered,” see Edevain 
V. Cohen (1889), 43 Ch. Ju. 187, 0. A.; as to divorce practice, Robinson v. 
Jiobinsm (1877), 2 P. D. 76, 77; end see title Husband and Wife. 

i p) R. 8. 0., Ord. 21, r. 21. 
g) See R. S. 0., Ord. 19, r. 12 ; and title Pleading. 
r) Coppinger v. Norton, supra, 
s) Re v^ies, Norton y. Levy (1883), 48 L. T. 703. 

i) Coppinger v. Norton, supra, at p. 242. This proposition appears to have 
boon conceded in the case cited (see tbid,, at p* 237). The fact that in ejectment 
n defendant can raise all legal dmenoes under a plea of possession seems to have 



Part II. — Estoppel by Matter op Record. 


801 


Sect. 4. — Matters preventing Existence of Estoppel. 

Sub-Sect. 1. — In General, 

488. Estoppels being frequently at least opposed to the admis- 
sion of evidence of the truth have always been jealously regarded 
by the courts, and this practice found expression in the old maxim 
that ** estoppels are odious” (a); and though this maxim hardly 
expresses the modern view, particularly with regard to estoppels by 
representation (6), yet the doctrine of estoppel by record is not to 
be extended beyond what there is authority for (c), and there are 
several matters which have always been and still are recognised as 
preventing the existence of such an estoppel. 

Sub-Sect. 2.-— Frawrf. 

489. Fraud is an extrinsic, collateral act, which vitiates the most 
solemn proceedings of courts of justice (<f). A judgment obtained 
by fraud or collusion, even, it seems, a judgment of the House of 
Lords («), may be treated as a nullity (/). An exception to the 
generality of these propositions should probably be made where 
a purchaser has acquired title to property bond fide and for value 
upon the faith of a judgment in Tem{g). Apart from this they 
may be accepted without qualification in favour of persons who 
were not party to the judgment, whether it was in rein (h) or in 


been regarded as taking the case out of the ordinary rule that a plaintiff is not 
bound to anticipate a defence. 

(а) See, for example, in Baxendale v. Bennett (1878), 3 Q. B. D. 625, 0. A., 
jier Bramwell, L.J., at p. 629. 

(б) “A principle which courts of law have most usefully adopted** {Cave v. 
MilU (1862), 7 H. & N. 913, 927, 928; compare Aehpitel v. Bryan (1863), 3 

B. & S. 474, 492). In Howard v. Hudson (1833), 2 E. & B. 1, Lord Campbell, 

C. J., at p. 10, says: **Thi8 conclusion shuts out the truth and is odious.” 
Crompton, J., at p. 13, differs on this point, and adds ** In many cases I think 
it extremely equitable.” 

(c) Hewlett v. 2'arte (1861), 10 C. B. (N. B.) 813, per Williams, J., at p. 825. 
(a) Kingstown's {Duchess) Case (1776^, 2 Smith, L. C., 11th ed., 731, per I)E 
Grey, C.J., at p. 738. Lord Coke said it avoids all judicial acts {ibid.), 

{e) Bandon {Earl) v. Becher (1835), 3 Cl. & Fin. 479, 611, approving the argu- 
ment of Wedderburn, S.-G., in the last-mentioned case. 

(/) Shedden v. Patrick (1854), 1 Macq. 635, per Lord Brougham, at p. 619 ; 
compare Boswell v. Coaks (No. 2) (1894), 86 L. T. 365, n. Lord St. Leonards 
inclmed to the opinion that an application should be made to the House itself 
{Shedden v. Patrick, supra, at p. 627). As to the effect of fraud on a foreign 
judgment, see Vadala v. Lawes (1890), 25 Q. B. D. 310, C. A. ; and title 
Conflict of Laws, Vol. VI., p. 287. 

{g) See Castrique v. Imrie (1870), L. E. 4 H. L. 414, per Blackburn, J., at 
p. 433 ; see also The Bellcairn (1885), 10 P. D. 161 ; Be Eyton, Bartlett v. 
Charles (1890), 45 Oh. D. 458 ; Smith v. Surridge (1801), 4 Esp. 25 (sentence of 
foreign prize court pronounced without jurisdiction, but acquiesced in). 

(//) See tho examples given by I>B Grey, C.J., of letters of administration 
fraudulently obtained and fraudulently revoked (Kiwfston's {Duchess)Case, 
supra, at p. 739; Harrison v. Southampton CorporatUm (1853), 4 He G. 
M. & G, 137, 0. A. (decree of nullity oi Ecclesiastical Court disregarded, 
because obtained by fraud and collusion, on the question of the legitimacy 
of the issue of the same marriage being raised fifty years later). In Perry v. 
Meddoweroft (1846), 10 Beav. 122, it was said that to make out such a case 
of fraud, collusion and concert between the parties must be established ; 
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SicT, 4. penmam (i). On this principle the recovery of penalties, which it 

Matters is not intended to enforce, in a friendly action instituted in order to 

^eventSna prevent hostile actions is no bar to a second action by another party 

li^stence jqj. penalties for the same offence (fc). 
of Estoppel. ^ 

Partjt^wch 490. Theoretically it may be true that even a party to a judg- 
judgment ment which has been obtained by fraud is entitled to ask the court 

u to disregard it in subsequent proceedings. It has been laid down, 

Use Ml e. jjQ^ever, that a party to a consent judgment obtained by fraud 

should, in order to avoid the estoppel, make application to set the 
judgment aside (Z). And in any case, a party who has taken no 
proceedings to do so, or has failed in such proceedings, would have 
great difficulty in establishing the fraud as a matter of fact. The 
old Court of Chancery always exercised jurisdiction to set aside a 
decree obtained by fraud (m). And this can now be done by the 
High Court in an action in the nature of the old bill of review (n), 
even (apparently) when the judgment complained of has been 
affirmed by the House of Lords (o) ; but the fraud alleged must be 
specific and material, and such as raises a reasonable prospect of 
success (p), and must have been discovered since the judgment 
complained of was given, or the action will be stayed or dismissed 
as vexatious ( 9 ). 


and see Mvddowcroft v. Huguenin (1844), 4 Moo. P. 0. C. 386. These cases were 
before the Matrimonial Causes Act, 1873 (36 & 37 Viet. 0. 31) (whereb}^ a decree 
of nullity is reemired to be a decree nisi in the first instance) ; but this does not 
seem to affect tiie principle. On the other hand, a decree of nullity by a foreign 
court having 3 urisaiction on the nound of the husband’s domicil, cannot, so 
long as it stands unimpeached in the country where it was given, be impeached 
here, even on the ground of fraud, at aU events by third parties (iater v. 
JJater, [1906] P. 209, 0. A,, see p. 228). See title Conflict op Laws, Yol. VI., 
p. 269. 

(i) Bandon {Earl) v.Becher (1835), 3 Cl. & Pin. 479, 511 (action by remainder- 
man not party to former proceedings). 

(A) OirdUsUme v. Brighton Aquarium (1878), 3 Ex. D. 137 (following 
Chalchman t. Wright ( 1 606), Noy , 118). The defence here was not estoppel, but, 
in substance, autrefois convict, 

(l) Parker y. Simpson (1869), 18 W. E. 204 ; compare Priestman v. Thomas 
(1884), 9 P. D. 70 ; affirmed, ihid,y 210, C. A. An action is necessary for tl^ 
purpose (Ainiworth v. Wilding, [1896] 1 Ch. 673). 

(m) Loyd v. Mansell (1722), 2 P. Wms. 73. 

(n) Cole v. Langford, [1898] 2 Q. B. 36 ; Birch v. Birch, [1902] P. 130, C. A. * 
Priestman v. Thomas (1883), not reported (see 9 P. D. 211) ; Wyatt v. Palmer 
[1899] 2 Q. B. 106 (consent judgment); White v. Ivory (1910), Times, April 28th, 
Channxll, J. The doubt expressed by James and Thesiger. L.JJ., m Flower 
y. Lloyd (1879), 10 Ch. D. 327, C. A., must now therefore be regarded as 
removed. But the validity of a judgment debt whereon an adiu£>ation in 
bankruptcy has been founded can only be contested by the bankrupt in the 
bankniptcy court. So long as the adjudication stands, any right of action to 
set osiae the judgment is a chose in action vested in the trustee {Boaler v. 
Power, [1910] 2 KB. 229, 0. A.). See also p. 833, ante, 

{ 0 ) Boswdl y. Cooks (No. 2) (1894), 86 L. T. 365, n., H. L.; Shedden y 
Fatrick (1854), 1 Macq. 535. 

( p) Birch y. Birch, eupra ; Boewdl y. Coodcs (No. 2), supra ; Shedden y. Patrick, 
•upm, per Lord Oranwoeth, L.O., at p. 615 ; compare White y. Hall (1806), 
12 Ves. 321 (colonial judgment). 

(g) Birch v. Birch, supra ; Boswdl y. Cooks (No. 2), nipra ; compare Cotter y. 
Barrymore (i^W) (1733), 4 Bro. Pari. Gas. 203. 
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Sub-Seot. 3. — La>ck o/ Jurisdiction, 

491 . Wherever estoppel by record is said to arise out of a judg- 
ment, it is assumed that the court which pronounced the judgment 
had jurisdiction to do so. The lack of jurisdiction deprives the 
judgment of any effect, whether by estoppel or otherwise (r) ; and 
this rule applies even where the party alleged to be estopped 
himself sought the assistance of the court whose jurisdiction is 
impugned {$). A magistrate hearing a summons for the expenses 
of making up a new street under s. 150 of the Public Health Act, 
1875 {t), or for trespass to land (a), and having jurisdiction for 
that purpose, may dismiss the summons on the express ground in 
the one case that the street was repairable by the inhabitants, or 
in the other that the defendant had established a title to the pro> 
perty ; but though such finding is embodied in the order as drawn 
up, it creates no estoppel between the parties, for it relates to a 
matter which the magistrate had no jurisdiction directly and 
immediately to adjudicate upon, being at most incidentally cognis- 
able, so far only as necessary to his decision on the actual question 
submitted (b). The absence of a condition necessary to found the 
jurisdiction to make an order, or give a decision, deprives the order 
or decision of any conclusive effect (c) ; but it is otherwise where 


(r) Rogers v. Wood (1831), 2 B. & Ad. 245 (decree of court unknown to tho 
law, composed of some members of the Court of Exchequer and other distin- 
guished persons) ; Dublin {Archbishop) v. Trimleston {Lord) (1849), 12 I. Eq. R. 
251. 

(«) Toronto Railway v. Toronto Corporation, [1904] A. 0. 809, 815» P. 0. ; see 
and distinguish Wright v. London Omnibus Vo, (1877), 2 Q. B. D. 271 ; see 
also note {h), p. 337, ante, 

(<) R. V. Hutchings (1881), 6 Q. B. D. 300, 0. A. ; followed in Scott v. Lows 
(1902), 86 L. T. 421, a case under the Metropolis Management Act, 1855 (18 & 
19 Viet. c. 120). 

ia) A,^0,for Trinidad and Tobago v. ErichS, [1893] A. C. 618, P. 0. 

{b) Compare Dover y. Child {\%lh), 1 Ex. D. 172 (magistrate's refusal to order 
deliyery up of goods under Metropolitan Police Courts Act, 1839 (2 & 3 Viet, 
c. 71), B. 40, is not an adjudication on title, which he has no jurisdiction to 
make) ; Re Vitoria, Ex parte Vitoria, [1894] 2 Q. B. 387, C. A. (refusal of 
receiving order no ^judication on the debt) ; applied. King y. Henderson, [1898] 
A. C. 720, 730, P. C. 

(c) Reed y. Nutt {ISdO), 24 Q. B. D. 669 (certificate of dismissal of charge of 
assault without a neanng on the merits (Offences Against the Person Act, 
1861 (24 & 25 Viet. o. 100), s. 44) is given without jurisdiction, and is no bar 
(under s. 45) to an action for the same cause) ; compare Juugheim, Hopkins A 
Co. y. Foukelmann, [1909] 2 K, B. 948 (arbitrator lacking qualification which 
was a condition of his appointment). The question of jurisdiction or no juris- 
diction and its effect on estoppel is well illustrated by compensation cases. The 
verdict of a jury assessing compensation under the Bands Clauses Consolida- 
tion Act, 1846 (8 & 9 Viet. c. 18), s. 50, and toe signed judgment thereon of 
the sheriff, constitute a record. The parties are not, nowever, estopped in 
subsequent procecKlings as to the right to compensation, whether it turns on 
the claimant’s title to the property {R, v. London and North Wetttem Rail, Co, 
(1854), 3 E. & B. 443), or on the quetion whether any damage has been 
occasioned by the execution of the works ( Read y, Victoria Station and Pimlico 
RaU, Co. (1863), 1 H. & 0. 826), which matters the sherifTs jury has no juris- 
^ction to determine. But wnen once it is determined in an action on the 
judgment that any damage whatever has been sustained, the verdict of that 
jury is conclusive between toe parties as to toe amount {Barber y. Nottingham 
Canal Co, (1864), 15 0. B. (n. 8.) 726 ; 747 ; Read y. Victoria Station and Pimlico 
Bail, Co,, oupra)^ 
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the order is good on its face and the court adjudicating has juris- 
diction to determine the existence or not of the condition, and the 
party denying its existence has neglected his opportunity of raising 
the objection at the hearing (d). Demurrers were frequently, under 
the old practice, allowed to pleas of res judicata on the ground that 
the latter did not show that the court adjudicating had jurisdiction 
to do so (e). The same principle has been applied where it has 
been sought to give effect, whether as a cause of action or a ground 
of defence, to foreign judgments (/). 

Sub-Sect. 4. — Trvth appearing in same Record. 

492. Where the truth appears in the same record (r) the ques- 
tion of estoppel can, it seems, hardly arise ; for it is difficult to 
imagine a contention that a person was estopped from averring that 
which appeared, or could upon a correct construction be gathered, 
from the record relied on. The principle is illustrated by a modern 
decision of the Judicial Committee to the effect that the defendant 
is not estopped by the general terms of a judgment roll, drawn 
up at the instance of the plaintiff, but not in accordance with the 
written findings of the jury (h). 

Sub-Sect. 6. — Allegation not incomUtent with Record. 

493. That a party is not estopped from alleging that which is 
not inconsistent with a record seems also to be a truism. It is 
really only another way of stating that a judgment is conclusive only 
as to the point decided, and not as to matters which were neither 
put in issue nor admitted on the pleadings (t). As has already 
been pointed out a judgment for the defendant may be con- 
sistent with the plaintiff having on another occasion a good cause 
of action for that which he failed to recover in the first instance. 
Thus, judgment for defendant in an action on a bill, on confession of 


id) River Rihble Joint Committee v. Croeton Urban District Council. [18971 
1 Q. B. 251. 

(«) Harris v. TFiWi^ (1856), 15 C. B. 710 (to plea of res judicata in Admiralty 
Court); Briscoe v. Stephens (1824), 2 Bing. 213 (in inferior court); see also 
O'Orady v. Synan^ [1900] 2 I. R. 602, 0. A. 

(/) Ferguson v. Mahon (1839), 11 Ad. & El. 179 (Irish judgment) ; distin- 
guished in Reynolds v. Fenton (1846), 3 0. B. 187, as to which see 1 Smith, L. 0., 
1 1th ed., at p. 792 ; Price v. D^^hurst (1838), 4 My. & Or. 76 (judgment of foreign 
court purporting, without jurisdiction, to administer the estate of persons not 
domiciled m the foreign country) ; and see Bank of Australasia v. Nias (1851), 
16 Q. B. 717, at p. 735. As to foreign judgments purporting to affect the 
matrimonial status of persons not domiciled within the juriraiction of the 
courts ^^(^cing them, see p. 338, note (^), ante; and title Conflict of 

(g) Co. Litt. 352 b. As to the truth appearing in the same deed as is relied 
on to support the estoppel, see Morion ▼. Woods (1869), L. B. 4 Q. B. 293, 
Ex. Ch. ; and estoppel by deed, p. 367, post. 

{h) Want v. Moss (1894), 70 L. T. 178, 179, P. C. ; see R. ▼. Carlile (1831), 2 
B. & Ad. 364, 365 (the minute of ayerdict entered by the officer of the court ** is 
considered by the court in which the proceeding takes place as eyidence of 
the yerdiot, although the record may not haye been regularly drawn up in 
proper form **) ; and compare CUonial Bank y. Eepworth (1887), 36 Ch. D. 36, 63. 

(0 See pp. 355, 357, post. 

{^*) See p 349, ante. 
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a plea of release under a composition deed, does not bar a second 
action on the same bill, based on an allegation of failure (subse- 
quent to the confession) to pay an instalment, whereby the release 
became void ( 1 ). On the same principle judgment for a plaintiff is 
not necessarily conclusive on a matter which, though it might, if 
raised by way of defence or counterclaim, have afforded an answer 
to the action, can be and is made the subject of a later independent 
proceeding at the suit of the former defendant. Thus, a defendant 
who in foreclosure proceedings submitted to pay, and after decree 
paid what was found due, was not barred from subsequently pro- 
ceeding by bill for repayment of part of the moneys on the ground 
that the transaction infringed the usury laws, that question not 
having been in dispute in the former suit, though a cross bill might 
have been filed (m). So, at common law, judgment for the plaintiff 
in an action for the price of goods is no answer to an action for 
damages for their inferior quality, though this might have been 
pleaded in reduction or extinction of the price (n). 

Sub-Seot. 6. — Matter on Record not then in heue, 

494. Apart from the effect of express and implied admissions in 
pleadings (o), no estoppel arises as to matters which were not in 
issue in the proceedings the record of which is relied upon (p). It 


(l) Hall V. Levy (1875), L, R, 10 0. P. 154 ; Hitchin v. Campbell (1771), 2 
Wm. Bl. 779; compare Harris v. Mulkem (1875), 1 Ex.D. 31 ; Re Anglo-French 
Co-operative Society (1880), 14 Ch. D, 533, 636; Heath v. Weaverham {Township) 
Overseers, [1894] 2 Q. B. 108 ; R, v. Wye {Inhabitants) (1838), 7 Ad. & El. 76i ; 
Liverpool Corporation v. Chorley Waterworks Co. (1862), 2 Do G. M. & G. 852, 
C. A. ; compare Radcliffe v. Pacific Steam Navigation Co., [1910] 1 K. B. 685, 
C. A. (application to review under Workmen’s Compensation Act, 1906 (6 
Edw. 7, c. 58), Sched. I.). 

(m) Moore v. Battie (1759), Amb. 371, distinguished Caird v. Moss (1886), 
33 Cn. I). 22, C. A., whereafter litigation involving the construction of an agree- 
ment between the parties as to the distribution of a fund in court, the court 
refused to entertain an action for rectification of the agreement, not because the 
question was res judicata, for it was not in issue, but because the court 
will not rectify an a^eement which has been worked out, and d fortiori if the 
question might have been raised in, or contemporaneously with, the first action, 

(m) Davis V. Hedges (1871), L. B. 6 Q. B. 687 ; distiimuished in Caird y. Moss, 
supra; compare Eiyye v. Burbidge (1846), 15 M. & W. 698, where the price 
had been paid into ooui*t in the first action; and Hindley v. Haslem (1878), 
27 W. R. 61. 

(o) See p. 357, post. 

(p) See cases cited in notes (f), (m), (n), svpra; Blackham's Case (1709), 1 Salk. 
290; Collins v. Cough (1786), 7 Bro. irarl. Cas. 94 ; St. Paul's {Minor Canons) 
V. Crichett (1810), Wight. 30 (action for tithes for different years) ; Jona v. 
Reynolds (1836), 7 0. & P. 335 (successive actions for use and occupation) ; 
Waine v. Crocker (1862), 3 De G. E. & J. 421, C, A. ; Mackintosh v. Smith and 
Zom;«(1865), 4 Macq. 913; Castrique v. 7mrte (1870), L. R. 4 H. L. 414, 434; 
O'Orady v. Synan, [1900] 2 I. R. 602, 0. A. ; Cloutte v. Storey, [1910] W. N. 
163 ; compare Mangena v. Wright, [1909] 2 K. B. 958, at p. 976 (verdict for 
plaintiff on plea of justification, not conclusive as to fair comment and privilege, 
in action for repeating the libel) ; Cleverley v. Oaslight and Coke Co. (1907), 24 
T. L. R. 93, H. L. (memorandum of agreement for weekly payments recorded 
under Workmen’s Compensation Act, not conclusive as to cause of subsequent 
death) ; and see p. 332, ante. It was held by Sir J. P. Wilde that a prior 
venlict created no estoppel, even as to the same matters put in issue in a later 
suit, where the earlier and the later suit were triable on different principles, H 
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is not sufficient that they were decided by implication (q). On this 
principle a plaintiff who has two heads of claim, and takes a verdict 
for one only, full relief not being open to him on the other, is not 
barred in a subsequent action as to the latter (r). But where relief 
is properly asked of a competent court, and after trial is not noticed 
in a judgment granting other relief, or where in an action brought 
for several demands there is judgment for one only, the other relief 
is presumed to have been refused, and its refusal is a bar to a 
subsequent action for the same cause (s). 

495. In order to ascertain what was in issue between the parties 
in the earlier proceedings, the judgment itself must of course be 
looked at (t), and the verdict, if any, on which it is founded (a) ; 
and where there have been pleadings, these should also be 
examined (h), being in fact part of the record. The same principle 
applies where an issue has been directed by the court. In short, 
whatever goes to make up the record must be looked at (c ) ; and no 
evidence is in such case admissible to contradict the record (d), or 
to show that more was in issue than appears upon it {e). But 


different species of evidence being admissible in each {Bancroft v. Bancroft 
(1804), 3 Sw. & Tr. 597 ; compare Sopmth v. Sopwith (1861), 30 L. J. (p. m. & a.) 
131). 

(q) Brandlyn v. Ord (1738), 1 Aik. 671 ; Newall v. Elliott (1896), 1 H. & 0. 
797 ; B.\ick v. Ruck^ [1896] P. 162 (finding that A. misconducted herself with B. 
without correlative finding, not conclusive against B.). See, however, note (/), 
p. 339 ; and Humphries v. Humphries^ [1910] 1 K. B. 796 ; affiimed [1910] 2 
K. B. 631, 0. A. (an issue as to the existence of an agreement having been 
affirmed in a former action between the same parties, the defendant cannot 
object that it does not satisfy the Statute of Frauds (29 Car. 2, c. 3) ; because, 
although that defence was not pleaded, and therefore could not be relied on in 
tho former action, there was an opportunity of pleading it) ; see also note {q), 
p. 332, ante; and compare Saunders v. Vautier (1841), Cr. & Ph. 240. 

(r) Hadley v. Qreen (1832), 2 Cr. & J. 374 (promissory note and money 
received for value of stone, subsequent action for damages for quanying the 
stone), following Seddon v. Tutop (1796), 6 Term Eep. C07 ; compare Bagot 
{Lord) V. Williams (1824), 3 B. & 0. 235 ; Grundy v. Townsend (1888), 36 W. H 
6in, 0. A. (prohibition of action for goods sold no bar to subsequent action on 
account stated) ; Bollard v. Sprt/iy (1887), 51 J. P. 501 (same principle applied 
in criminal proceedings) ; see title Criminal Law and Procedure, Vol. IX., 
p. 366, and notes (m), (n), p. 355, ante. 

{s) Blake y, (1874), 9 I. E. Eq. 54; Gregory v. Mdlesworth (1747), 

3 Atk. 626; and see Henderson v. Henderson (1843), 3 Ptare, 100, 114. 

{t) Huffer V. Allen (1866), L. E. 2 Exch. 15 ; Shoe Machinery Go. v. Ouilan 
[1896] 1 Ch, 667 ; Irish Land Commission v. %an, [1900] 2 I. E. 666, C. A. 

(a) Want v. Moss (1894), 70 L. T. 178, P. 0. 

(b) IIoHStoun V. Sligo {Marquis) (1885), 29 Ch. D. 448, 0. A. ; Re South 
American and Mexican Co.^ Ex parte Bank of England^ [1895] 1 Ch. 37, C. A. 

(c) Rohinsony. DuleepSingh{W%)t 11 Ch.D. 798, C. A., where the question being 
as to the effect of a verdict on an issue directed out of Chancery under the old 
practice, it was laid down that in order to ascertain what had been determined 
not only the findings of the jury, but the decree, the pleadings, and the order 
directing the issues must be looked at. 

(d) IFAfffaAw y. Jackson (1864), 2 H. & C. 926; Keane v. O'Brien (1871), 
5 1. E. C. L. 531 (attempt to add ^at verdict was by consent). 

(f ) Sintzenick v. Lucas (1793), 1 E^. 43 ; the judge’s reasons cannot, it seems, 
be looked at for the purpose of di^vering the grounds of his decision {Re 
Bank of Hindustan, China, and Japan, Alison's Case (1873), 9 Ch. App. 1, 26; 
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where, after trial in a court where there are no pleadings, the record 
of that court is relied upon, oral evidence is admissible to show 
what facts were in issue and detennined as the basis of the judg- 
ment, and such determination is conclusive between the same 
parties (/) ; though it seems doubtful whether before the Judicature 
Acts it was pleadable as an estoppel (^). 

496. Where, however, the former judgment was a judgment by 
default, and the plaintiff has delivered no pleading, the estoppel is 
limited to what appears on the face of the judgment itself (h). On 
the same principle, a defendant who has consented to judgment 
before delivery of any pleading is not estopped as against the 
plaintiff from subsequently setting up matters which might have 
constituted a defence, because they have never been in issue (t) ; but 
it is otherwise with a defendant who has consented to judgment after 
pleading in his defence the matters which he seeks to set up in the 
later proceeding {k). 

497. The rules as to how far parties are concluded by their 
allegations and admissions in pleadings are as follows : — The facts 
actually decided by an issue cannot again be litigated between the 
same parties, and are evidence between them, and conclusive for the 
purpose of terminating litigation. So are the material facts alleged 
by one party which are directly admitted by the opposite party, or 
indirectly admitted by making a traverse on some other facts, but 
only if the traverse is found against the party making it. But the 
statements of a party in a declaration or plea, though for the 
purpose of the case he is bound by them, ought not to be treated as 
confessions of the truth of the facts stated (T). 


lie Alhop and Juy's Contract (1889), 61 L. T. 213, 215, as to looking at 
the registrar’s book to seo what was done at the trial. 

(/) Flitters V. Allfrey (1874), L. R. 10 C.P. 29, following Routkdge v. Uishp 
(1860), 2 E. & E. 549. 

(<;) Flitters v. Allfrey^ supra, at p. 41 ; and see Irish Land Commission v. 
Uyan, [1900] 2 1. E. 665, C. A., per Holmes, L. J., at p. 580. 

(/i) Irish Land Commission v. HyaUf supra. As to effect of default of pleading, 
see infra, 

(») Goucher v. Clayton (1865), 34 L. J. (CH.l 239 Tconsent to injunction in 
patent action no estoppel against denying valiaity and infringement;. 

{k) Thompson v. Mwre (1889), 23 L. E. Ir. 599, 631, 667, 0. A. (validity and 
infrin^meut denied in former proceeding). 

(/) Jioileau v. Ruilin (1848), 2 Exch. 665, per cur,, at p. 681 ; and see Re 
W^aJters, Nnson v. Walters (1889), 61 L. T. 872; revers^ on other points (1890), 
63 L.T. 328, 0. A. It was said in Carter v. James (1844), 13 M. & W. 137, that 
the omission to traverse an allegation made in one action does not estop the 
party pleading from traversing it in another, the admission implied being for 
the purpose of that action only ; but this statement appears to be too general in 
view of the passage quoted in the text ; see HuU v. Morrell (1849), 3 lOxch. 2 10, 
per Pollock, C.E., and Parke, B., at p. 241, and the remarks in 2 Smith, L. C., 
11th ed., p. 763; oomparo, however, the passage quoted in the next note. As to 
an omission to plead Uie Statute of Frauds, see Humphries v. Humphries, [191 y 
I K. B. 796 ; affirmed [1910] 2 K. B. 531, (J. A. ; and note (/), p. 339, ante. It 
was at one tiine thought that a cor|K>ration by suing on a contract which required 
a seal would be estopped from afterwards objecting in a cross action that the con* 
t^t was not binding on them ( Co, v. RoherUon{\^Z), 6 Man. & O. 
1 31, 1921 But this dieHum was commented on in BoiUaa v. Ruilin, supra, and a 
H.L. — XUL O 
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498. A party who has saSered judgment in default of defence 
is not estopped from pleading in a later action matters not incon- 
sistent with the material averments in the statement of claim in 
the earlier one, e.g., matters which might have been pleaded in 
confession and avoidance (m) ; and in any case an estoppel cannot 
be based on averments which are not a necessary part of the record, 
and are neither proved nor admitted (n). 

But a plaintiff who has replied by confessing a defence of matters 
arising pending action (and the same rule would, it seems, apply to 
any other defence) is precluded from bringing a fresh action unless 
fresh circumstances arise ; the matter is res judicata as to everything 
that might have been controverted at the time he so replied (o), 

499. Where money has been paid into court in satisfaction of a 
particular cause of action without denial of liability, and taken out 
by the plaintiff, and judgment signed for his costs, it seems on the 
foregoing principles that the defendant is estopped from denying 
material averments in the statement of claim (p) and the plaintiff 
from denying the sufficiency of the amount (t?); and the same 


contrary opinion was expressed by Lord Campbeli^, O.J., in delivering the judg- 
ment of the Queen’s Bench in Copper Minera' Co. of Enyland v. Fox (1851), 16 
Q. B. 229, which opinion was treated as an overruling authority in Kidaermimter 
Corporation v. Hardwick (1873), L. B. 9 Exch. 13, 21, 23. Under the modern 
system a party is not bound, even for the purpose of the case, by an alternative 
pleading (^IcComell v. Murphy (1873), L. E. 5 P. 0. 203, 220 (defendant not 
estopped by pleading an alternative construction from relying upon the true 
construction of a contract set out in his defence) ; see E. S. 0., Ord. 19, r. 24 ; 
litrdan v. Greenwood (187H), 3 Ex. D. 251, 255 ; and title Pleapino). 

{nt) IJowlett V. 7’ar<c (1861), 10 0. B. (n. b.) 813; compare Pavia v. Hedyca 
(1871), L. E. 6 Q. B. 687 ; and Rigge v. Burbidge (1846), 15 M. & W. 598. The 
language of FiTZQlBBON, L.J., in Irish Land Coniwiaaian v. Uijaa^ [1900] 2 I. E. 
565, 0. A. at p. 572, **The ground and extent of an estoppel arising on a 
judgment by default must be found on the face of the judgment itself, and 
cannot be d^uced from the pleading of the party who has obtained the judg. 
ment, when the dufoiidant has said nothing and done nothing, and merely 
allowed judgment to go by default,’* if it means that material averments 
in the stetement of claim cannot be looked at, goes further than necessary 
for the decision of the case and seems inconsistent with the judgments of Byles 
and Williams, JJ., in Hewlett v. TarUy eupra, 

i n) Iriah Land Cvmmiasion v. /?yon, aupra^ per Holmes, L.J., atp. 583. 
o) Newington v. Letry (1870), L. E. 6 C. P. 180, Ex. Ch., per Bramwell, B., 
at p 189; compare Hall v. Levy (1875), L. E. 10 0. P. 164, and Sandwich Cor~ 
jHn'ationy, It. (1847), 10 Q. B. 671, Ex. Ch. (return by corporation of compliance 
with writ of mandamus to assess compensation for a discharged officer in respect 
of certain 6|)ecitied offices estops them, in proceedings to compel them to give a 
bond for the amount assessed, from denying that he held those offices). On an 
interpleader issue, all grounds of claim or defence are open, and tnerefore a 
party cannot after failing at the trial to raise any such ground do so in subse- 
quent proceedings (Be Hilton^ Ex parte March (1892), 67 L. T. 594 ; compare 
Mtff tarns v Micharaaon (1877), 36 L. T. 605). 

(p) But not from setting up other matters which might have constituted a 
derenoe {Rigge v. Burbidge (1846), 15 M. & W. 698). Secua also when liability 
is denied {Qoote y. Ford, [1899] 2 Oh. 93, 0. A.). 

(y) See Sanders v. ffamilUm (1907), 96 L. T. 679 (plaintiff, who had by mistake 
claimed too little and taken it out of court when paid in by the defendant, an 
amendment to increase the claim being disallowed, and judgment tberaupon 
entered for the defendant, was barred from brii^ng an action for the aUeged 
balanoe) ; compare Haddiw v. Morton, [1894] 1 Q. B. 565, 0. A. 
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resolt would seem to follow where the plaintiff, having taken out 
the money, merely abandons the action, and no judgment is signed ; 
but where a sum is paid into court generally in satisfaction of 
several causes of action, and the plaintiff pursues the latter course, 
he is not estopped from proceeding for a particular item unless it 
appears on inquiry that the sum paid in included that item (r). 

Sub-Skot, 7. — Record of other than Final Judgment, 

500. As already stated, in order to give rise to an estoppel, the 
record must be that of a judgment which is final in substance if not in 
form — that is, not interlocutory merely («). Thus the dismissal of an 
action for want of prosecution is no bar to a new action — it amounts 
to nothing (t) ; and this is so where such dismissal is by consent, if 
there was no compromise of the cause of action (a) ; and the accept- 
ance of money paid into court with denial of liability creates no 
res judicata, and the parties are not precluded from reopening the 
matters in dispute, except so far as regards the damages for the 
particular cause of action in respect of which it is paid in {b). It 
has been seen that a verdict without judgment is ineffectual to 
raise an estoppel (c) ; a fortiori the discharge of a jury without 
finding on an issue submitted to them will not prevent the same 
issue being litigated again (d). 

601. A sheriiTs return to a writ of execution occupies a 
somewhat peculiar position (e). It certainly is not a final judg- 
ment, nor indeed a judgment at all ; but it has been said to be of 
such high regard that no averment can be admitted against it (/). 
This proposition, however, must be limited to the proceeding in 
which the return is made, for the same authority points out that 


(r) Holland v. Clark (1842), 1 Y. & 0. Oh. Ca8. 151 ; compare Bayot [Lord) v. 
Williams (1824), 3 B. & C. 235 (judgment by default, and subsequent action for 
further sum). 

(ff) See p, 326, ante; Re Oreaves, Ex parte Whitton (1880), 43 L. T. 480. 
The same principle applies to foreign judgments (A^owvton v. Freeman (1889), 15 
App Gas. 1) ; see title Conflict of Laws, Vol. VI., p. 282. 

[t) Byrne v. Frere (1828), 2 Mol. 157, 180 ; compare R. v. May (1880), 5 
Q. B. D. 382 (default of appearance on application to quash affiliation order) ; 
Re Hampshire Co-operative Milk Co,, Purcetis Case (1880), 29 W. E. 170. 

(a) Magnus v. National Bank of Scotland (1888), 57 L. J. (cii.) 902 ,* compare 
the old practice in Chancery of dismissing a bill without prejudice to the 
plaintiff’s right to sue at law ; see Seymour v. Nosworthy (1670), 1 Cas. in Ch. 155 ; 
Rochester Corporation v. Lee (1849), 1 Mac. & G. 467, 470 ; Langmead v. Maple 
(1865), 18 C. B. (N. s.) 255; compare Collins v. Cave (1858), 27 L. J. (ex.) 146 
(biU dismissed for want of equity) ; Peters v. Tilly (1886), 11 P. D. 145 (failure 
of probate action for want of evidence of contents of will). 

(5) Coote V. Ford, [1899] 2 Ch. 93, C. A. 

(c) See p. 326, ante ; O'Connor v. Malone (1839), 6 01. & Fin. 572, 596 ; Bancroft 
V. Bancroft (1864), 3 Sw. & Tr. 597, 599. 

(d) Carnegie v. Carnegie (1886), 17 L. R. Ir. 430, 0. A.; R, y. Charlesworth 
0861), 1 B. & S. 460 prosecution for misdemeanour); bm title Criminal 
Law and Procedure, VoL IX., p. 356. Discontinuance without leave is no 
defence to a subsequent action (E. S. 0., Ord. 26, r. 1).^ The withdrawal of 
a juror does not even put a legal end to the actual litigation [Thomas v. Exeter 
Flying Post Co. (1887), 18 Q. B. D. 822). 

fe) See title Execution. 

{/) Com. Dig. (ed. 1822), tit. Betom, G; Harrington v. Taylor, (1812), 15 
Bast, 378, 383 ; R, y. Howe (1694), Comb. 295. 
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the remedy is by action for a false return (g\ so that in subsequent 
proceedings it may be controverted. Thus a return of rescue 
is in that proceeding so far conclusive against the rescuer that 
it was the practice of the courts to grant a rule absolute for attach- 
ment in the first instance, without allowing him to show cause, and 
this was the ratio decidendi of a modern case (ft). Indeed, it is said 
to be itself a conviction against the rescuer (i). But in an action 
for a false return he may show that he was not a rescuer in fact 
and recover damages on that footing ( j). 

The return was always conclusive in a proceeding by bcL fa. 
against the sheriff as to the value of the goods seized (/c) ; and if 
he return goods to the value of the debt, and that they have been 
rescued, he must answer to the value returned (Z) : because the 
defendant is discharged by the seizure, and the plaintiff has no 
other remedy (m). It is also conclusive against him as to the amount 
of fees taken by his bailiff, since be thereby recognises the act done 
as his own (n). 

But a return that he has seized the goods of the judgment 
debtor is not conclusive that the goods seized were the judgment 
debtor’s, even against the sheriff himself, in an action by the creditor 
for a false return ; because if that were not the case the creditor 
sustained no damage (o). Nor is a sheriff estopped by a return of 
fieri feci from showing that the execution debtor had a defeasible 
title which has been defeated by matter subsequent (p). It need 
hardly be added that a return which is true as far as it goes is not 


{g) Com. Dig. (ed. 1882), tit. Eetorn, G, citing (1772), Lofft, 372 ; Dave- 
pant V. Saliehury (Bishop) (1672), 1 Vent. 223,224 ; see title Sheriffs and 
Bailiffs, 

Oobhy V. Dewes (1833), 10 Bing. 112 ; Brasyer v. Maclean (1875), L. E, 6 
P. 0. 398, 405. 

(i) Com. Dig. tit. Kesrous, D, 6; B. v. Pemher (1735), Lee temp. Hard. 112; 
2 Dyer, 212 a, jpl. 36; Favocet v. Catten (1674), T. Jo. 39; note to Mildmay v. 
Smith (1671), 2 Saund. 343 ; 2 Wms. Saund. (ed. 1871), 739 ; R. v. Philips (1732), 
Burnos, 429. 


(y) Brasyer t. Maclean^ supra. In such an action the plaintiff need not prove 
malice or want of probable cause. In other respects it has some analogy to an 
action for maliciously instituting legal proce^ngs of such a kind as could not 
terminate in favour of the person complaining of them, who is therefore not 
required to prove such termination (Steward v. Qromett (1859), 7 0. B. (n. s.) 
191); see title Mauoious Proseoution. 

(k) The sheriff by his return is charged to the full value at all events, except 
the goods be perishable, or lost by the act of God (Clerk v. Withers (1704), 6 Mod. 
Bep. 290, per Holt, C. J., at pp. 293, 29^ ; see title Sheriffs and Bailiffs. 

(i) Clerk v. Withers, supra, at p. 299, following Mildmay v. Smith, supra. 

(m) Stimson v. Famham (1871), L. B. 7 Q. B. 175, 179, 180; Slie v. Finch 
(1618), 2 Boll. Bep. 57. 

(n) Com. Dig. (ed. 1822), tit. Betom, G. Therefo]*e he was liable in civil pro- 

oe^ngs under sUt (1587) 29 Eliz. c. 4 (rep^ed by Sheriffs Act, 1887 (50 & 51 
Yiot. 0 . 55), s. 39), to treble damages at the suit of the party grieved, if it appeared 
by his return that greater fees Im been taken than that statute allowed (citing 
Asbuest, J., irood^ato v. Knaiehhul(}7Bl), 2 Term Bep. 148, 154) ; distinguish 
Scarfs V. (1840) 7 M. A W. 2^. 

(o; SHmson v. Famham, supra, dissenting from the dichm of Lord Camp- 
bell, O.J., in Remmett v. Lawrence (1850), 15 Q. B. 1004, at p. 1010. 

Standish (1849), 3 527, following Bryd^y. WaJ/ord(X%Vl)^ 

6 M. A S. 42. 
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to be taken to mean more than it says, so as to estop the sheriff 
from denying what he never afiarmed(g). 

Sub-Sect. 8, — Ettoppel againtt Ettoppd, 

602. It has been said by Lord Coke(r), and the statement has 
been repeated in text-books of authority («), that “ estoppel against 
estoppel doth put the matter at large.’’ In a recent case, however, 
the judge declined to act on this principle, for which he could 
“ find no authority " other than text-books (t). The result of this 
decision is that an existing estoppel arising from a judgment inter 
partes is not affected by a subsequent judgment, even though it be 
in rem, at all events where the parties to the later judgment are 
different, or are not both representing the same interest as in 
the earlier proceedings (a). On the other hand, a high authority 
has suggested that had there been conflicting judgments in rem 
in the case under consideration as to the status of the same highway, 
the effect ” might have been to set the whole matter at large ” (&). 
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Sub-Sect« 9. — Second Action begun before Judgment in First 

503. A Us pendens without judgment creates no estoppel (c), and it Later action 
seems that a judgment cannot take effect as a res judicata, or an begun before 
estoppel unless it was given before the proceedings in which it is 
relied upon were commenced (d). ^ 


(^) Scar/e v, HaUfox (1840), 7 M. & W. 288 (sheriff’s return that he had 
levied of tne plaintiff’s chattels £67 does not affirm that £30 further, demanded 
for charges, was also the plaintiff’s money). This is really an application of the 
maxim that ** estoppels mnst be certain to every intent ” (see p. 379, •post) ; 
and see Remmett v. Lawrence (1850), 16 Q. B. 1004, 1010. 

fr) Co. Litt. 362 b. 

(fl) See, for example, 2 Smith, L. 0., 11th ed., p. 760. 

(t) Voulton v. Adjustable Cover and Boiler Block Co., flOOS] 2 Oh. 430, 0. A., 
f>cr Parker, J, The only authorities cited appear to nave been Priestman v, 
Thomas (1884), 9 P. D. 70, 210, 0. A., and B. v. Hatchings (1881), 6 Q. 13. J). 
300, C. A., of which the former, as the learned judge pointoa out, ^d not rest 
on the doctrine in question, but upon the practice of the Probate Division as to 
the revocation of its own decrees ; see note (d), p. 338, ante. 

(a) Boulton v. Adjustable Cover and Boiler mock Co., supra, where a party 
against whom judgment had been recovered for an injunction and an inquiry 
as to damages, in an action for infrini^ement of a patent, the validity of which 
was in issue, having subsequently, suing as a member of the public, chained 
an order (in the nature of a jud^ent in rem; see p. 328, ante) lor revocation of 
the patent, was not allowed at the inquiry to set up the invalidity of the patent 
in extinction or reduction of damages ; affirmed in 0. A. on somewhat different 
grounds {ibid.), 

(b) M, V. Hutchings (1881), 6 Q. B. D. 300, 0. A., per Lord Sblborke, L.O., at 
p< 303. As to the application of this doctrine to estoppel by representation, see 
Dixon ▼. Kennaway Co,, [1900] 1 Ch. 833, per Farwell, J., at p. 840 ; p. 381,^ 
poet, 

(c) Hitchin ▼. Campbell (1771), 2 Wm. Bl. 779, 830. But the pendency of 
another suit for ^e same cause might formerly be pleaded in abatement, not 
on the ground of estoppel, but for Sie prevention of vexatious litigation (see 
Bullen and Leake, Precedents of Plead^gs, 3rd ed., p. 473, note (o) ; Henry v. 
Ooldney (1846), 16 M. A W. 494). The object is now attained by application 
to stay ; see McHenry v. Lewis (1882), 22 Ch, D. 397, 0. A. ; and title PEAonc* 
ari> Puooedvbs, 

(d) Houetoun y, Sligo (Margui^ (1886), 29 Ch. D. 448, 0. A. (Irish judgment) ; 
eompsie The Delta '1876), 1 P. Jj, 393 (foreign judgment). 
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Sect. 1 . — Judgments of Courts not of Record. 

504. The doctrine of estoppel by record has been extended by 
analogy to the decisions of all tribunals which have jurisdiction, 
whether by the law of this country (e), or by the consent of 
parties (/), or by the law of the country to whose tribunals the 
parties have, or may be presumed from their conduct to have, 
submitted themselves (g). 

The estoppel which arises from the decisions of such tribunals 
has been conveniently named “ estoppel quasi of record ” (ft). The 
number and importance of estoppels of this character has been 
much diminished by modern legislation. The ecclesiastical courts 
are not courts of record ; and down to 1857 the jurisdiction as to 
grants of probate and letters of administration, and matrimonial 
causes (not being proceedings for damages for crim. con., or 
for divorce d vinculo for causes other than nullity) belonged to 
them. The decrees of the courts created in that year with juris- 
diction in these matters, and those of the High Court of Justice, 
to which that jurisdiction has been transferred, are matters of 
record (t) and fall within the rules already discussed. 

But before the legislation referred to the final decrees of the 
ecclesiastical courts, whether relating to grants of probate and 
administration (A;) or to matrimonial suits, were conclusive between 
the parties ; and where they created or affected the status of a 
party, upon all persons, as being in the nature of judgments 
in rem (/) ; and the same principles are still applicable to the 


(e) ** The law hath respect, not only to courts of record and judicial proceed- 
ings tliere, but even to all other proceeding where the person who gives 
judgment or sentence hath judicial authority^* (PhillipB v. Bury (1694), 1 Ld. 
Raym. 5; see the judgment of Lord Holt, C.J., 2 Term Bep. 346, at p. 357 ; 
compare 7?. v. Oruudon (1775), 1 Cowp. 315). 

(/ ) A decree to be admissiole evidence must be that of a court known to the 
law of this country, or of competent jurisdiction, or must be founded on a 
voluntary submission; see Rogers v. Wood (1831), 2 B. 5b Ad. 245, 256. The 
decision of an arbitrator upon the construction of an agreement which was 
referred to him for interpretation is conclusive between the parties in an action 
for subsequent breaches of the same agreement iQueret v. Audeuy (1893), 62 
L. J. (Q. n.) 633, 0. A.). 

ig) As to foreign judgments, see title Contlict of Laws, Yol. VI., pp. 284, 

28 (i. 

(A) This expression seems to have been originated by the late Mr. J. W. Smith ; 
see 2 Smith, L. 0., 11th ed., p. 773. 

(1) See Court of Probate A^, 1857 (20 & 21 Viet. c. 77), s. 23 ; Matrimonial 
Causes Act, 1857 (20 5b 21 Viet c. 85), s. 6 ; Judicature Act, 1873 (36 5b 37 
Viet. c. 66), s. 18. 

(ft) Noel V. WsUs (1668), 1 Lev. 236 ; Alim v. Dundas (1789), 3 Term Bep. 
125 ; Alim v. McPherson (1847), 1 H. L. Cas. 191. 

(2) Bunting v. Lepingtoell (1585), 4 Co. Rep. 29 a ; Kmn^s Cass (1606), 7 Go. 
Bep. 42 b, 43 b ; Da Costa v. ViUa Real (1734), 2 Stra. 961 ; Harrison v. South* 
amnion Corporation (1853), 22 L. J. (OH.), 372 ; reversed on the ground of fraud 
and collusion {ibid., 722, 0. A.). A decree in a jactitation suit, not in affirm- 
ance of the marriage, merely operated tit persoHom; see Kingston's {Duehsss) 
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depress of ecclesiastical courts in matters over which they retain 
their jurisdiction (m). 

505. The Admiralty Court was not a court of record (n), and 
the conclusiveness of its sentences rested on the general principle 
laid down by Lord Holt (o) ; but their conclusiveness (so far as 
the jurisdiction enabled them to give relief) (p) has never been 
doubted ( 2 ). 

506. It is assumed that the sentence of a court-martial 
might be pleaded by way of estoppel and relied on as conclusive 
between the parties (r) ; but there seems to be no direct decision 
upon the point («). The order of a naval court under the powers 
conferred by the Merchant Shipping Act, 1894, is expressly made 

in any subsequent legal proceedings conclusive as to the rights 
of the parties ” (t). Therefore such an order made on the com- 
plaint of the master finding seamen guilty of wilful disobedience 
and neglect of duty, and ordering their discharge and forfeiture of 
their wages, is conclusive in subsequent proceedings between the 
seamen and their owners for wages and wrongful dismissal (a). 

607. The principle of conclusiveness has been applied to deci- 
sions not of record in numerous cases, of which the following 
are examples: — A sentence of expulsion passed by a college (i^); 
of deprivation by a college visitor (c) ; of trustees dismissing a 


Case (1776), 2 Smith, L. 0., 11th ed., 731, 738. The case of Jontt v. Bow (1692), 
Garth. 225, appears to conflict with this view, but though the sentence there 
relied on is said to have been in a jactitation suit, its form, that there was no 
marriage, and that the parties might marry separately, suggests a nullity suit 
(compare the sentence in Kennys Case (1606), 7 Co. Kep. 42 b, 43 b). There 
may, therefore, be some error in the report; see also Meadows v. Kingston 
{Duchess) (1775), Amh. 756. 

(m) jB.v. Orundon { 1116 ), 1 Cowp. 315, 322; see cases as to sentences of depri- 
vntion cited by Lord Holt, O.J., in riiillips v. Bury (1694), 2 Term Rep. 346, 
354 ; Kingston's {Dwhess) Case, supra, 

I n) 3 BL Com., 4th ed., 69. 

0) See note (e), p 362, ante. 

p) See Nelson v. Couch (1863), 15 C. B. (n. s.) 99. 

7) Hughes v. Cornelius (1681), 2 Show. 232; and see Lindo v. Rodney (1749), 
cited 2 Doug. (k. b.), 612, 617. 

(r) Hanna/ord r. Hunn (1825), 2 0. & P. 148, per Abbott, C.J., atp. 155; 
and see 2 Smith, L. G., 11th ed., 783. 

(«) See R. V. Suddis (1801), 1 East, 306, 316, 317 ; Grant y. Gould {Sir Charles) 
(1792), 2 Hy. Bl. 69, 100. The civil courts have no jurisrliction to inquire into 
the sentences of courts administering “martial law,” but this rests upon a 
different principle; see A.^Q, for the Cape of Good Hope v. Van Reenen, [1904] 
A. C. 114, P. a ; Tilmko v. A.-G. of NataJl, [1907] A. C. 93, P. C. 

(0 57 & 58 Viet c. 60, s. 483 (2). 

(a) Hutton v. Ras Steam Shipping Co., Ltd., [1907] 1 K. B. 834, 0. A. The 
discharge would seem to be in the nature of a judgment in rem, and to 
perhaps the forfeiture (which might be described as a condemnation) of their 
wages ; but not so the finding 0? guilty {Caine v. Palace Steam Shipping Co., 
[1907] 1 K. B. 670, 0. A. ; affirmed suh nom. Palace Shipping Co., Ltd, v. Chins, 
[1907] A, 0. 386 ; and see note (/), p. 344, ante. 

{h) R, Y. ^indon (1775), 1 Cowp. 316. The court of the vice-chancellor of a 
university, is, by reason of his power to imprison, a court of record {Kemp v, 
Neville (1861), 10 C. B. (n. ».) 523). 

(c) Phillips Y, Bury (1694), I Ld. Eaym. 5« 
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schoolmaster {d) ; an order o! the General Medical Council (e) ; the 
award of an arbitrator (/). So orders of commissioners of sewers 
(not made between the parties litigant) have been held admissible as 
evidence of reputation, on the express ground that they were 
adjudications of a court of competent jurisdiction over the subject- 
matter (^). 

It seems hardly necessary to mention that an estoppel quasi of 
record will be prevented from arising by any of the matters which 
would prevent estoppel by record (ft). 

Sect. 2. — Approbation and Reprobation. 

d08. On the principle that a person may not approbate and 
reprobate, a species of estoppel has arisen which seems to be 
intermediate between estoppel by record and estoppel in pais, and 
may conveniently be referred to here. Thus a party cannot, after 
taking an advantage under an order payment of costs), be 
heard to say that it is invalid and ask to set it aside (t), or to set up to 
the prejudice of persons who have relied upon it a case inconsistent 
with that upon which it was founded (ft) ; nor will he be allowed to 


(d) Doe d. Davy v. Haddon (1783), 3 Doug. (K. B.) 310, 312. 

(e) Hill V. Clifford, [1907] 2 Ch. 236, 251, 0. A. ; aflinned on other points, 
enh n<m, Clifford v. Timme, [1908] A. 0. 12; see Medical Act, 1858 (21 & 22 
Viet. c. 90), 8. 29 ; Dentists Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Yict. c. 33), s. 13 ; and title 
Medicine and riiARMACY. 

(/) Gueret v. Audouy (1893), 62 L. J. (Q. B.) 633, 0. A., cited p. 362, ante; but 
the award must l)e in respect of the ve^ matter in dispute. It is not sufficient 
that it can bo made by inference a decision upon it. Where by the submission 
to arbitration the arbitrators required certain qualiffcations, a party who took 
part in the proceedings in ignorance of the fact that an arbitrator appointed 
by the other party was not qualified was held not to be estopped from aenying 
the validity of the award {Jungheim, Utkina ifc Co. v. Foukelmann, [1909] 2 
K. B. 948 ; see p. 389, poaf). The verdict of a jury assessing compensation 
under the Lands Clauses Consolidation Act, 1845 (8 & 9 Yict. c. 18), and the 
signed judgment thereon of the sheriff, are constituted a record by s. 50 
(Kewall V. Mliot (1863), 1 H, & 0. 797) ; and see note (c), p. 353, ante, 

B, V. Leigh (1839), 10 Ad. & El. 398, 411. 

(A) See Harr 18071 v. Southampton Corporation (1853), 4 De G. M. & G. 137, 
C. A . (fraud) ; Ilarria v . Willia (1855), 15 0. B. 710 (want of jurisdiction) ; Black- 
hum' a Caae (1709), 1 Salk. 290 (matter not in issue) ; and other cases cited at 
pp. 351 ef aeo., aide. As to estop^l by the judgments of foreign or colonial 
couits, including those of Scotland and Ireland, see title Conflict of Laws, 
Yol. YI., pp. 281 — 301. The following additional cases on the subjects there 
treated may also bo referred to Jeoniwrf v. Fuerat (1909), 100 L. T. 816 (sub- 
mission to jurisdiction) ; Emanuel v. Symoti, [1908] 1 K. B. 302, 0. A. 

(i] Tinkler v. Hilder (1849), 4 Ezch. 187. In Oandy v. Gandy (1885), 30 Ch. D. 
57, (J. A., a husband who, after decree of judicial separation awarding the custody 
of children to his wife, had escaped an order for increase of alimony, on the 
ground, inter alia, that he was l^und by a separation deed to provide for the 
children, was not allowed to contend that as a res\dt of the order depriving him 
of their custody he had been released from his obligation under the deed ; com- 
pare Caird v. Moaa (1886), 33 Ch. D. 22, 0. A. 

(A;) Boe v. Mutual Loan Fund (1887), 19 Q. B. D. 347, 0. A. (a bankrupt having 
in his statement of affairs returned the defendants as secured creditors on the 
footing that their bill of sale was good, obtained the sanction of the court to a 
composition of 2s. fid. in the £, thereby obtaining an advantage and inducing 
the creditors, including the defendants, to alter meir position, was not allowed 
afterwards to say that the bill of sale was bad, and oj suing the defendants 
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go behind an order made in ignorance of the true facts to the pre- Sbot* 2 . 
judice of third parties who have acted on it (Z). And conversely, it Approbation 
is contrary to good faith and equity for a person who, though not a and Repro- 
party to the proceedings and not bound by the judgment tWein, bation. 
knowing all the circumstances and deliberately taking the benefit 
of the jdugment, stood by when he might have taken steps, by 
becoming a party or otherwise, to controvert it, afterwards to raise 
the question determined by it a second time (m). But the mere 
fact of a man with two alternative remedies having in ignorance 
of his rights pursued one and received a payment thereby, will 
not prevent him from afterwards pursuing the other, if he is able 
and willing to restore what he has received so as to prevent any 
wrong being done to any person by his change of remedy (n). But 
a judgment creditor who, after succeeding in interpleader proceed- 
ings, takes out of court the money paid into court as representing 
the value of the goods to abide the event, cannot afterwards seize 
the same goods in respect of the unsatisfied balance of the same 
judgment debt, so as to get the value of the goods twice over ( 0 ). 


Part IV. — Estoppel by Deed. 

Sect. 1. — In General. 

509. Estoppel by deed {a) is based on the principle that when a Estoppel 
person has entered into a solemn engagement by deed under his 


on that footing to obtaining a further advantage applying the dicta of 
IloNYMAN, J., in Snath v. Baker (1873), L. E. 8 0. P. 350, at p. 357) ) ; followed, 
Cumitti V. Maher (1905), 94 L. T. 158 ; compare Scarf v. Jardine (1882), 7 
App. Cas. 345, 353, 360 ; Hone v. Boyle (1891), 27 L. R. Ir, 137, 0. A, ; Neale v. 
Electric and (jirdnance Accessories Cb., Ztd., [190^ 2 K. B. 658, 0. A. ; McQlade 
V. Jioyal London Mutual Insurance Society ^ Lfd., jlOlO] 2 Ch. 169, 0. A. (plaintiff 
cannot sue as member of a company on the footing that the resolution by which 
it was converted from a friendly society into a company was invalid). 

{1) Be Eyton, Bartlett v. Charles (1890), 45 Oh. 1). 468; compare Be Bond, 
Ex parte Bacon (1881), 17 Ch. D. 447, 461, 0. A. 

(m) Be Larty Wilkinson v. Blades, [1896] 2 Ch. 788, 795 ; compare Boherts v. 
Maddocks (1843), 13 Sim. 649, 558, 659. See also Tredegar {lord) v. Windus 
(1875), L. R. 19 Eq. 607 (a party having sued in equity on a policy alleging it 
to be void in law, and his suit having oeen dismissed on the merits, restrained 
from afterwards suing at law on the footing that the policy was legally valid) ; 
following Fhelps v. Frothero (1855), 7 De G. M. & G. 722 (plaintiff after suc- 
cessfully suing in equity for specific performance restrained from suing at law 
for damages, but granted an inquiry in the equity suit for the same purpose, 
although the facts afforded no defence to an action at law, which was for relief 
different from that sought in equity; see Fhelps v. Frothero (1856), 16 C. B. 
370; compare Bushhy v. Ellis (1853), 17 Beav. 279. 

(n) Be Collie, Ex parte Adamson (1878), 8 Ch. I). 807, 818, 0. A.; compare 
Curtis V. Williamson (1874), L. R 10 Q. B. 67. 

(o) Haddow v. Morton, [189^ 1 Q. B. 665, 0. A. 

(a) Co. Litt. 352 b; 2 Bl. Com. 295; Bac. Abr., tit. Leases and Terms for 
Years, O, ed. 1832, pp. 860 et seq. ; Shep. Touch. 63 showing that estoppel is not 
confined to indentures, but may be raised by a deed poU. There is no case of 
estoppel by deed poll ; but see Bight d. Jefferys v. Buckndl (1831), 2 B. & Ad. 278, 
Lord Tentbbden, Cl«r., at p. 282 ; Be Ohosfs Trusts (1883), 49 L. T. 688, 690- 
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evidence. 


Effect of 
recitals. 


hand and seal as to certain facts, he shall not be permitted to deny 
any matter which he has so asserted (&)• It is a rule of evidence 
according to which certain evidence is taken to be of so high and 
conclusive a nature as to admit of no contradictory proof (c). The 
estoppel being a rule of common law, must be ** certain to every 
intent ** without any ambiguity (d) ; but the averment relied upon 
to work an estoppel may be contained in the recital or in any part 
of the deed (e). 

610 . A person is bound by the recitals in a deed to which be is 
a party (/) whenever they refer to specific facts (g\ and are certain, 
precise, and unambiguous (A). He is not bound by inferences which 


In Cropper v. Smith (1884), 26 Oh. D. 700, 0. A. (an action arising upon the assign, 
mont of a patent), Cotton, L.J., at p. 705, seems to assume that an estoppel may 
arise on a deed poll ; Bowen, L.J., however, at p. 708, held that there was no 
estoppel by deed because the people who claim against [the patentee] are not 
parties or privies to the deed,*’ but this principle would clearly apply to all deeds 
poll; Frt, L.J., at p. 713, expresses no opinion as to the validity of the argu- 
ment that estoppd may arise between the maker of a deed poll and all to 
whom it is addressed, in this case, all men.” The court were unanimous that 
no estoppel arose on the facts, and on this they were affirmed {Smith v. Cropper 
(1885), 10 App. Gas. 249, 259), without reasons given; as to the meaning and 
effects of deeds in general, see title Deeds and Other Instruments, Vol. X., 
p. 355. 

(5) Bowman v. Taylor (1834), 2 Ad. & El. 278, per Taunton, J., at p. 291 ; 
Bonner v. Wilkinson (1822), 1 Dow. & By. (K. B.) 328 ; Roberta v. Security Co.^ Ltd, 
(1896), 13 T. L. R. 79, 0. A., where contents of a deed were approved but after- 
wards execution was refused and the deed not recomised, no estoppel arose as 
to matters recited ; Foligno v. Martin (1852), 22 L. J. (OH.) 602. 

(c) Note 306 to Co. Litt. 352 b; Simm v. Anglo-American Telegraph Co, 
(1879), 6 Q. B. D. 188, per Brett, L.J., at p. 206; Low v. Bouverie^ [1891] 3 
Oh. 82, 101. 0. A.; and, among older cases, Raina/urd v. Smith (1561), Dyer, 
196 a; Nash v. Turner (1791), 1 Esp. 217 ; Jones v. Williams (1817), 2 Stark. 52 ; 
Harding v. Ambler (1838), 3 M. & W . 279. 

{d) Ilvath V. Crealock ( 1874), 10 Oh. App. 22 ; Re Holland^ Oregg v. Holland 
(1901), 85 L. T. 301. In ejectment by lessor to recover a cellar, it was held that 
plaintiff was not estopped by his lease from showing that the cellar was not 
comprised in it {Doe d. Freeland v. Burt (1787), 1 Term Bep. 701 ; see also Doe d. 
Butcher v. Mus^ave (1840), 1 Mao. & G. 625). 

(e) Shelley v. Wrignt (1737), Willes, 9 ; Lainson v. Tremere (1834), 1 Ad. & El. 
792; Bowman V* Taylor, supro, at p. 293; Crofts ^ 9 , Middleton {\%bb), 2 K. & 
J. 194. But quaere whether the words coming after “in witness whereof” 
are part of the deed {Pearce v. Morrice (1834), 2 Ad. & El. 84). The statement of 
the date is no estoppel, because a deed operates from date of delivery {Taylor v. 
MCalmcmt (1855), 4 W. B. 59). 

(/) 1 Boll Abr., Estoppel, P, pL 1, citing Doddington's Case (1594), 2 Co. 
Bep. 32 b, 33 b, 7 ; Shelley v. Wright, supra ; Lainson v. Tremere, supra ; 
Bmoman v. Taylor, supra, ;jer Lord Denman, O.J., at p. 290, expressly over- 
ruling Co. Litt. 352b[hl[; Jones v. Williams (1817), 2 Stark. 52; Pearl Life 
Assurance Co, v. Johnson, [1909] 2 K. B. 288, Div. Ct. 

(<;) Salter v. Kidley (1689), 1 Show. 68 ; Bensley v. Burdon (1830), 8 L. J. (o. 8.) 
(CH.I 85, asexplaintd in R%ght d, Jefferys v. Bueknell (1831), 2 B. & Ad. 278, per 
LordTENTERDEN, C.J., at p. 282 ; Builey v. Bailey (1874), 9 Ch. App. 739, 751. 
Becital of devise hold to give rise to estoppel {Clarke v. Hall (1888), 24 L. B. Ir. 
316, C. A., affirming S. 0. 22 L. B. Ir. 383, per Morris, C.J., at p. 387). 
Becital that father entitled in fee binding a son party with father to mortga^ 
deed (Quardian Assurance Co, t. Avonmore {Viscount) (1872), 6 1. E. Eq. 391); 
and see title Bonds, YoL III., p. 90. 

(A) Right d. Jefferys v. BucktitU, supra; Heath v. Crealock (1874), 10 Ch. App, 
22, 30, 0. A* 
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may be drawn from the statements in a deed(t), and a recital which 
is true so far as it goes, though incomplete, does not prevent the 
party from averring what is necessary to complete the truth {k). 

511. Nothing is to be taken by way of ‘‘intendment,” so that 
there is no such thing as an estoppel by something implied (Z) ; and 
the averment relied upon to work an estoppel must be of something 
particular, not of a generality (m). A covenant that a man has a 
thing is not equivalent to a positive statement that he has it, and 
consequently a recital of title in order to work an estoppel must 
aver precisely that the person entitled is seised in fee or has the 
legal estate (n), and thus the operative words of an ordinary 
conveyance by grant create no estoppel (o). 

512. Where the truth appears by the same instrument there can 
be no estoppel (p), unless a clear intention is expressed in the deed 
to disregard the rule ( 3 '). 

513. And a person who knows the truth of the circumstances 
under which a deed has been executed, whether he has acquired 


(t) Cro/ta T. Middleton (1855), 2 K. & J. 194, 204 ; General Finance^ Mortgage 
and Discount Co, v. Liberator Permanent Benefit Building Society (1878), io 
Ch. D. 15 ; Onward Building Society v. Smithsonf [1893] 1 Cn. 1, 0. A. ; WilliarM 
V. Pinckney (1897), 67 L. J. (cH.) 34, 0. A. 

(Zt) Lovett V. Lovett^ [1898] 1 Ck. 82. 

(Z) Bofwman v. Taylor (1834), 2 Ad. & El. 278, 292 ; Right d. Jefferya v. 
Bucknell (^1831), 2 B. & Aa. 278, 282 ; compare Boe d. Shelton v. Shelton (1835), 
3 Ad. & El. 265, 283, where it was held that a person executing a deed of con- 
veyance is not estopped by recitals contained in anterior deeds which go to 
make up his title; and Cutler v. Bower (1848), 11 Q. B. 973, 988; Oilktt v. 
Abbott a838), 7 Ad. & El. 783. 

(m) Lainson v. Tremere (1834), 1 Ad, & El. 792, per Lord Denman, O.J., at 
p. 801, quoting 1 Roll. Abr., Estoppel, P, pi. 1 (see p. 366, note (/), ante), 
and following Balter v. Kidley (1689), 1 Show. 58 ; and BensUy v. Buraon (1830j, 
8 L. J. ( 0 . s.) (cn.) 85. 

(n) General L^nance, Mortgage and Discount Co. v. Liberator Permanent Benefit 
Building Society, supra, following Right d. Jefferya v. Bucknell, aupra ; Heath 
V. Crealock (1874), 10 Oh. App. 22, 0. A., followed by Williama v. Pinckney, 
aupra; Re Horton, Horton v. Perka, Haxton v. Clark (1884), 51 L. T. 420, 423 ; 
compare Doe d. North v. Webber (1837), 3 Bing. (n. 0.) 922 ; and Rayaou v. 
Adcock (1863), 9 Jur. (n, 8.) 800, for application of the principle in the case of 
copyholds. 

\o) Heaih V. Crealock, aupra; compare Crofta v. Middleton (1855), 2 
K. & J. 194, for the case of lease and release. In an innocent conveyance 
there can be no estoppel {Lovett v. Lovett, eupra, per Romer, J., at p. 88). As to 
the meaning of the words “ ^ve” or “ grant” in a deed, soe title Deeds and 
Other Instruments, Vol. A., p. 48. 

(p) Right d. Jefferya v. Bucknell, aupra, following Co. Litt. 352 b; Com. 
Dig., Estoppel, E, 2; Hermitewe v. Tomkina (1699), 1 Ld. Raym. 729; 
Pargeier v. Harris (1845), 7 Q. B. 708; Saunders v. Merryweather (1865), 3 
H. & C. 902. 


(?) Arhuthnert (1859), 4 De G. & J. 224 ; followed in Morton v. Woods 

(1869), L. R. 4 B. 293, Ex. Ch. In this case it was held that where one 
party executes a de^ whereby he attorns tenant to the other so as to give 
him a right of distress, he is estopped from dettying the existence of that right 
although the instrument shows on its face that there is no reversion in the other 
party which would support it. A mortgagor’s right of distress is now provided 
for under the Conveyancing and Law oi Property Act, 1881 (44 & 45 Vict. 
c. 41), 8. 18, so that the number of cases to which the above rule would apply 
is sttll fur^er limited. 
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Effect of 
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such knowledge personally or through his agent, cannot set up an 
estoppel in his own favour, if the circumstances were such as to 
make the deed invalid between the original parties (r). 

614. Estoppel may be set up against a principal by which he is 
concluded from repudiating alterations made by his agent in a 
deed subsequent to its execution by the principal, if in consequence 
of the alterations the person setting up the estoppel has altered 
his position (s). And he may even be estopped from relying upon 
the terms of a deed for its true interpretation when both his agent 
and the person setting up the estoppel have acted under the deed 
in a manner at variance with the exact terms of the deed (t). 

Sect. 2. — Upon whom binding. 

616. Estoppel only binds the parties (including their privies) (a), 
or one or other of them, to the deed containing the representation 
relied upon, and does not affect the rights of strangers to the 
deed (1;), and for this reason it is said that estoppel by deed ought 
to be mutual or reciprocal. And a person may be a stranger to his 
own deed when he is suing, or being sued, not in his own right, but 
in right of another (c). 

When a recital is intended to be a statement which all the parties 
to a deed have mutually agreed to admit as true, it is an estoppel 
upon all ; but when it is intended to be the statement of one party 
only, the estoppel is confined to that party. The intention is a 
question of construction in each case (d). 


(r) Ihmju V, CmBtmxtim, [1908] 2 K. B. 484, 0. A., per GoiiELL Baeneb, P., 
at p. 492 (quoting and approving Bigham, J., in the court below), wherein the 
circumstances were such as to make the deed invalid between the original parties ; 
compai-e Heath v. Crealock (1873), L. B. 18 Eq. 215, 242. In any case it is ^ubtfui 
if a third party can set up an estoppel upon an invalid deed ; see note (A), p. 369, 
post. If a person consents to join in a conveyance, being, told generally there 
are objections, it must be taken that he has inquired into the nature of the 
objections, and he cannot afterwards raise any question as to the extent of his 
information ; see Cholmmdeley v. Clinton (1817), 2 Mer. 171^er Grant, M.B., 
nt p. 365, following Brayhroke {Lord) v. Inship (1803), 8 Yes. 417 ; Joyce v. 
Itawlins (1870), 40 L, J. (CH.) 105. This is properly part of the doctrine of notice. 

(«) Iloldsfworth v. Lancashire and Tork^ire Insurance Co. (1907), 23 T. L. E. 
521. 

(<) Ihid, ; Hough v. Guardian Fire and Life Assurance Co. (1902),! 8 T. L. E. 
273. Both these are cases on polideB of insurance involving questions of 
agency, and the ground of the aedsion in each is the prindple of estoppel in 
pais rather than any prindple peculiar to estoppel by deed. 

(a) As to privies, see p. 343, ante, and Go. Litt. 352 a. One claiming under 
a gxuntor is estopped from taking advant<^ of a technical defect in grant 
{Howard v. Shrewsbury ^Earl) (1867), L. E. 3 Eq. 218). A person who 
executes a memorandum indorsed on a deed may be oound by recitals in the 
deed as if he were a party {Doe d. Qainsford y. Stone (1846), 3 0. B. 176). 

(5) Faint y. Jones (1874), L. E. 18 Eq. 320 ; Moxoait v. Castle Sted and Iron 
WoTKS Co. (1686), 34 Gh. 1). 58, 63, G. A. ; Doe d. Marchant y. Errington (1840), 
6 Bing. (n. 0.) 79 ; Gaunt y. Wainman (1836), 3 Bing. (k. o.) 69 ; CracknaU y. 
Janson (1879), 11 Gh. D. 1, G. A.^per Fet, J., at p. 11. 

(c) Metiers y. Brown (1863), 1 H. ft G. 686, 693, following Doe d. Homhy y. 
Qlm (1834), 1 Ad. ft £1. 49, where it was held that an agreement entered into 
by u executor de eon tort did not bind him after he had become rightful 
eoministrator. 

(d) CwrpmUT y. BuTUr (1841), 8 M. ft W. 209; Yowng y. Baineenk (1849), 7 
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Sect. 8, — Exceptions. Sect, a 

Stjb-Sbot. h^Fraud. Excepttom. 

516. In so far as a deed is void on the ground that it was Exception! 
obtained by fraud, force, or other foul practice, or is a forgery, no creation 
estoppel can arise upon it (e). But upon the principle that no one 

can allege his own fraud in order to invalidate his own deed, it 
follows that a person will be precluded from opening an estoppel 
arising from admissions in a deed he has fraudulently obtained (/)• 

517. Although the circumstances in which a deed has been False 
executed may be such as to justify the plea as between the parties r^resenfa- 
of “won est factum'' (g)^ it is still a doubtful question whether, contentaof 
if there be a false representation respecting the contents of a deed, deed. 

a person who is an educated person, and who might, by very simple 
means, have satisfied himself as to what the contents of the deed 
really were, may not, by executing it negligently, be estopped as 
between himself and a person who innocently acts upon the faith 
of the deed being valid, and who accepts an estate under it {k). 

So, too, it has been questioned whether a person can be permitted 
to rely on an estoppel by deed in his own favour when the party 
against whom the estoppel is being set up was induced to make 
the representations relied on by the fraud of a third party acting, 
or pretending to act, on behalf of the person setting up the estoppel 
as well as on his own behalf, even though the person setting up 
the estoppel was wholly innocent of any complicity in the fraud (i). 

518. A difficult problem occurs in connection with deeds which illegality 
are illegal or made for an illegal purpose, for in certain cases such 


C. B. 310; followed in V. Buch (1860), 14 Q, B. 781, and WilfBY, 

Woodward (1850), 5 Exch. 667. The good sense of the much-quoted dictum of 
Co. Litt. 47 b and 352 a, that estoppel by deed should be mutual, is questioned 
in Bac. Abr., Leases and Terms for Years, 0, ed. 1832, p. 851, on the ground 
that an estoppel may arise upon a deed poll, and it is clearly inconsistent with 
the proposition in the text. The dictum serves, perhaps, to express the principle 
that there can be no operation of estoppel by deed collateral to the operation of 
the deed itself ; see p. 372, jmU 

(e) 2 Bl. Com. 309 ; Ruben v. Great FingaU Consolidated^ [1906] A. C. 439, 
446. For the circumstances under which a deed may bo shown to be void, toe 
title Deeds and Other Instruments, Vol. X., pp. 404 et seq. 

(/) Moutefiori v. Montefiori (1762), 1 Wm. Bl. 363; Doe d. Roberts v. Roberts 
(1819), 2 B. & Aid. 367. 

[g) As to the plea of “non est factum,^'' see title Deeds and Other Instru- 
ments, Vol. X., p. 404; Uowatson v. Webb, [1908] 1 Ch. 1, 0. A., affirming 
S. C. [1907] 1 Ch. 637. 

(A) Hunter v. Walters (1871), 7 Ch. App. 76, per Mellish, L.J., at p. 87; 
approved by Farwell, L.J., in Howaison v. suprut atp. 3, distinguishing 
Swan v. North British Australasian Co, (1862), 7 H. & N. 603, which applied 
to the case of a forged transfer of shares the principles of representation by 
conduct established by PieJeard v. Sears (1837), 6 Ad. & El. 469, as explained 
by Freeman v. Cooke (1848), 2 Exch. 654; Lloyds Bank, Ltd, v. Bullock^ 
[1890] 2 Ch. 192 ; King v. Smithy [1900] 2 Ch. 425; as to the execution of a 
deed, see title Deeds and Other Instruments, Vol. X., pp. 382 et seg,y and 
in the case of a blind or illiterate person, ibid,y p. 393. 

(i) BoikU Consolidated Co. v. Tomkinson, [1893] A. 0. 396, per I^ord 
Hacnaohten, at p. 410, quoted by Lord Davby in Ruben v. Great Fingadl Con^ 
sotidated, supra; compare Sheffield Corporation v. Barclay y [1906] A. 0. 392. 
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may be set aside (fc) and anj estoppel arising therein will be 
opened (1). Moreover, where a statement is made in a deed lor the 
— purpose of concealing an illegal contract, the whole matter is opened 
on the ground that persons cannot be allowed to escape from the 
law by making a false statement (m). 

Effect on Consequently under the Bills of Sale Acts there can be no estoppel 
parties. 60 as to prevent a person asking the court to go behind the form of the 
instrument in order to discover the real nature of the transaction (n). 
On the other hand, though a deed may be bad on the ground that 
it has been executed to elfect a purpose made illegal by statute, 
yet as between the parties it may not be competent to either to set 
up its invalidity, on the principle that the policy of the law always is 
not to make contracts void to a greater extent than the mischief 
to be remedied renders necessary. Estoppel, it may be presumed, 
continues as an incident of only so much of the deed as the law 
preserves (o), 

Sub-Sect. 2. — Mutdke. 

Misuke. 619. A mere mistake in a deed common to all parties, or on 

account of which no one has acted to his detriment or altered his 
Must be position, will not create an estoppel (p). But it must be a genuine 

genuine. mistake, and not disputed by either party (q). What the court will 

hold to be a mistake so as to open an estoppel must depend upon the 
circumstances of each case. The reported cases do not afford any 
clear principle of distinction (r). 

Sub-Sect. 8 . — Infants^ Married Women, Corporatione, 

No estoppel 620. There can be no estoppel by deed against an infant, because 
SSanu infant’s deed is never good(«); and though an infant may be 

Uc) CoUtns V. Blavtern (1767), 1 Smith, L. 0., 11th ed., 369. 

{l) Fairiiile d. AJytton v. Gilbert (1787), 2 Term Rep. 169, 171; Stratford 
ana Moreton IlaiL Co. v. Stratton (1831), 2 B. & Ad. 618, 626; Hill v. Man- 
Chester and Salford WcUer Works Co. (1831), 2 B. & Ad. 644, 553; Doe d. 
Preece v. Howelh (1831), 2 B. & Ad. 744; Doe d. Chandler v. Ford (1835), 3 Ad. 
& El. 649 ; Prole v. Wigyine (1836), 3 Bing. (n. C.) 230; Doe d. Levy v. Horne 
(1842), 3 Q. B. 757, 766. 

(m) Doe d, Williame v. Lloyd (1839), 6 Bing. (N. o.) 741 ; Horton v. West- 
minster Improvement Commissioners (1852), 7 Exch. 780; Be Holland, Gregg y* 
Holland (1901), 86 L. T. 304, per Farwell, J., at p. 308. 

(w) Madell v. Thomas Co., [1891] 1 Q. B. 230, 0. A. ; compare Biitleston v. 
Cooke (1856), 26 L. J. (q. b.) 281 ; Kevan v. Mawson (1871), 24 L. T. 395. 

fo) PhillpoUs V, Phillpoits (1860), 10 C. B. 85, per Jervis, O.J., at p. 97, 
following Bessey v. Windham (1844), 6 Q. B. 166, approved by Watsok, B., 
in Bowes v. Foster (1858), 27 L. J, (EX.) 262 ; compare Barkinshaw v. Nicolls 
(1878), 3 App. Gas. 1004 fiUegal issue of shares as fully paid up to a vendor 
to a hmited comnany. Toe company was estopped as against a subsequent 
transferee from denying that the shares were fully paid up) ; Hull Flax Co. v. 
Wdlesfey (1860), 6 H. A N. 38 ; Barrow Mutual Ship Insurance Go. v. Ashbumer 
(1885), 54 L. J. (Q. b.) 377, 0. A. 

(p) Schvh field y, Lockwood (1863), 33 L. J. (cn.) 106, per BotfiiXT, M.R., 
at p. 110 (this was a case of mere clerical error. It was subsequently reversed, 
but not on this point); Brooke v. Uaymu (1868), L. R. 6 Eq. 25 (a mistake of 
fact as to the amount of legacy duty payable, common to all parties). 

Iq) Compare Harding v. Ambler (^1838), 3 M. & W. 279. 

(r) Skipwith V. Green (1724), 8 Mod. Rep. 311 ; Be Simpson, Ex parte Morgan 
(1876), 2 Ch. B. 72, 93, 0. A. ; Mellor y. Walmesley, [1905] 2 Oh. 164, C. A., 
lollowing Boberis v. Karr (1809), 1 Taunt 495 ; and Espley v. Wilkes (1872), 
Ij. B. 7 Exch. 298 ; see title Mistau. 

(«} Smith y. Law (1739), 1 Atk. 489. 
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oned upon a covenant by deed for the price of necessaries, the case 
must be treated exactly as if there had been no deed (<). 

521. A married woman can be bound by an estoppel arising out 
of admissions made in a deed, provided she is competent to make 
the deed, in the same way as a/«me sole (a). But a married woman 
who is entitled to property for her separate use without power of partj^ 
anticipation cannot get rid of the restraint by telling an untruth, 
whether or not under seal, so as to induce some third person to act 
on the faith of that untruth and to set up an estoppel against her, 
as, but for the peculiar incidents attached to such restraint, he 
would be entitled to do (b). 


Shot. 8. 
Exceptions. 

Married 
woman can 
be bound if 
competent 


622. A corporate body cannot be estopped by deed or otherwise Corporation, 
from showing as between itself and the other parties to the deed 
that it had no power to do that which it purported to have done (c). 

But trustees for a public purpose, including commissioners of a 
body corporate, are not by the nature of their ofiBce protected from 
becoming subject to estoppel as against the assignees of the original 
parties to the deed in question (d) : the estoppel in such a case is of 
the nature of estoppel in pais rather than by deed (e). 


Sect. 4. — Operation of Deeds by Estoppel. 

623. Where a deed of conveyance — whether by way of mortgage Beccipt for 
or otherwise — contains within itself a receipt for consideration co^sidcraticn 
money, or has a receipt indorsed upon it, the vendor or mort- 
gagor (/) is estopped as between himself and a person who inno- 
cently acts upon the faith of such a representation from averring 
that a less sum or no sum at all has been received by him (y). 


(t) Cooper y, Simmons (1862), 7 H. & N. 707, per Martin, B., at p. 719; 
followed in Walter v. Everard^ [1891] 2 Q. B. 369, 0. A., per Lord Esher, 
M.ll., at p. 373. 

(a) Re Fiddey (A Solicitor)^ Jones v. Frost (1872), 7 Ch. App. 773. 

{h) Stanley y. Stanley (1878), 7 Ch. D. 689; followed in Bateman {Lady) v. 
Faber, [1898] 1 Ch. 144, C. A. 

(c) FairUtle d. Mytton v. Oilbert (1787), 2 Term Kep. 169 ; Bladbum ai>d 
District Benefit Building Society y. Cunliffe, Brooks & Co. (1885), 29 Ch. I). 902, 
C, A. ; British Mutual Banking Co, y. Charnwood Forest Rail, Co. (1887), 18 
Q. B. D. 714, C. A., per Fry, L.J., at p. 719; Re Companies Acts, Ex parte 
Watson (1888), 21 Q. B. D. 301, per Cave, J., at p. 302. 

{d) Doe d. Levy y. Horns (1842), 3 Q. B. lo7,j)er Lord Denman, C,J., at 
p. 766; Wthh y, Herne Bay Commissioners (1870), L. E. 5 Q B. 642; Higgs v. 
Assam Tea Co, (1869), L. E. 4 Exch. 387 ; He Romford Canal Co,, l*ococh*s 
Claim, TrickeWs Claim, CareiFs Claim, [1883] W. N. 115. 

{e) As to when the improper use of the corporate seal amounts to a forgery, 
see title Deeds and Other Instruments, Vol. X., p. 392. 

(/) There can, it is submitted, be no estoppel in favour of the purchaser or 
mortgag^ee who has not paid the purchase-money. But see Bottrell v. Summers 
(1828), 2 Y. & J. 407, per Hullock, B., at p. 412: “A general release is an 
estoppel in point of law, and that, notwithstanding the doubt expressed by 
Lord Mansfield, although no money is paid, an absolute release under seal will 
preclude the party from disputing the payment.” Here, too, the principle is 
rather that ox estoppel in pais than by deed. A receipt not under seal does 
not giye rise to estoppel, except as to a person who has thereby been induced to 
alter his position; see Craves y. Key (1832), 3 B. & Ad. 313; Skaife v, Jackson 

(1824), 3 B. & 0. 421 ; see note (1), p. 383, post, 

ig) As to receipt dauses in deeds generally, see title Deeds and Other 
Instruments, Vol. X., p. 464; Rice y. Bice (1864), 2 Drew. 73, 83; EU 
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And similarly where the solicitor for the vendor or for the mort- 
gagor receives the consideration money (A), the vendor or the 
mortgagor is estopped from denying the authority of the solicitor 
to receive it (t)« 

524. A mere covenant that a person has the power to convey an 
estate is not sufficient to raise an estoppel so as to prevent him 
from denying that he was seised in fee or had the legal estate (k). 

525. In all cases where the condition of a bond has reference to 
any particular thing, the obligor shall be estopped from saying there 
is no such thing (f), but the estoppel must be certain to every 
intent (m). 

526. There can be no estoppel arising out of a deed where the 
action is not founded on the deed, but is wholly collateral to it (n). 
In such cases the recitals in the deed, though certainly evidence of 
the facts to which they relate, are not of so high and conclusive a 
nature as to admit of no contradictory proof, and evidence of 
the circumstances in which the admissions contained in the 
deed were made is receivable to show that the admission was 
inconsiderately made and not entitled to weight as proof of the fact 
it is used to establish (o). 


Forsyth (1865), 11 Jur. (n. s.) 213 ; Bicherton v. Walker (1885), 31 Ch. D. 151, 
C. A. ; Lloyds Banh^ Ltd, v. Bullock, [1896] 2 Ch. 192 ; Bateman, v. Hunt, 
[1904] 2 K. B. 530, 0. A.; Vowell v. Browne (1907), 24 T. L. E. 71, 0. A. ; 
compare Harding v. Ambler (1838), 3 M. & W. 279; and liimmer v. Webster, 
[1902] 2 Ch. 163, per Farwell, J., at p. 174, distinguishing Carritt v. Beal and 
Bersmal Advance Co, (1889), 42 Ch. D. 263. Where the transaction is between 
a solicitor and his client, a subsequent purchaser who has knowledge of the 
fact is thereby put upon inquiry ; see title Deeds and Other Instruments, 
Vol, X,. p. 465. 

ih) Conveyancing and Law of Property Act, 1881 (44 & 45 Vict. c. 41), s. 56. 

(i) King v. Smith, [1900] 2 Ch. 425. 

(A*) See cases in note (fO on p. 307, ante. As to covenants running with 
estates by estoppel, see title Landlord and Tenant; and Spencer's Case, 
(1583), 1 Smith, L. C., 11th ed., 55, 95 et seq. As to how far a person is bound 
by covenants in a deed, see title Deeds and Other Instruments, Yol. X., 
pp. 475 et seq, 

[1) Lainson v. Tr^ere (1834), 1 Ad, & El. 792, per Lord Denman, C. J., at 


p. 801, adopting 1 Roll. Abr., 872, 1 


pel P, pi, 1, following Strowdr, Willis, 


(1594), Oi’o. Eliz. 362 ; Rainsford v. Smith (1561), Dyer, 196 a; Shelley v. Wright 
(1737), Willes, 9; Burgis v. Constantine, [19U8J 2 K. B. 484, 0. A.; see title 


3 



Bonds, Vol. III., p. 90. _ 

Williams, J., at p. 53. 

. 209 ; Carter v. Carter (1857), 
.. (1861), 31 L. J. (0. pO 1 ; Re 
Simpson, Ex parte Morgan (1876), 2 Ch. D. 72, 0. A.; compare Trinidad 
Asphalts Co, V. Coryat, [1896] A. 0. 587, P. 0., per Lord Hobhouse, at p. 592. 
Where pecuniary legate who had not received le^cies in full executed a 
release to the trustees acknowledging receipt of le^cies, it was held that they 
were not estopped from claiming the balance, on the subsequent falling in of 
other funds (Re Ghost's Trusts (1883), 49 L. T. 588). 

(o) Souih Eastern Bail, Co, v. Watson (1861), 6 H. & N. 520, 528 ; and Com- 
oro Burnand V. Rodoeanachi (1882), 7 App. Cas. 335, as to the limits of estoppel 
for determining the amount of a oonstructive totel loss under a policy of 
insuranoe. As to the circumstances under which a cancelled deed may be used 
as evidence of the facts to which it relates, see title Deeds and Other 
Instruments, Yd. X., p. 410. 
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527. A lease or other interest in land is created by estoppel Sect, i 
when the grantor or lessor has nothing in the land at the time of Operation 
the grant (p), and though a title by estoppel, such as the lessor or of Deeds 
grantor in this case possesses, is only good against the person l>y Estoppel, 
estopped by his own deed (namely, the lessee or the grantee), and Estop^by 
imports from its very existence the idea of no real title at all, yet as grant of 
against the person estopped it has all the elements of a real title (q). 

A tenant therefore who holds under a lease by indenture is SkS 
estopped from disputing his lessor’s title or the title of the lessor’s 
assignee (r). 

528. When, however, the grantor or lessor has some interest in Grant or 
the land, but purports to grant or to lease a larger interest than he 

has, the grantee or the lessee does not hold by estoppel, for an interest iarg^than 
passed, and his tenure is of that interest, whatever it may be ; and estate of 
consequently a tenant is not estopped at a date subsequent to the 
creation of the lease from proving that the lessor’s title has deter- 
mined, nor a grantee that the grantor’s interest has ceased, in order 
to establish a title under the Statute of Limitations (g). 

But this doctrine only applies to the durability and not to the Doctrine 
quantity of the estate, and where a grantor or lessor is properly applies to 
entitled only to part of the premises demised, but not to the whole, and^ot to 
then as no interest passed out of part of the demise the grantor or quantity 
lessor has a good title by estoppel in respect of that part (/). 

529. Where the grantor or lessor subsequently acquires a title Subs^uent 
to the premises which he has purported to demise, the interest is 

said to feed the estoppel, and the grant or the lease then takes effect grantor or 
in interest and not by estoppel (a). But the grantor or the lessor lessor. 


(p) Bac. Abr., tit. Leases and Terms for Years, 0, ed. 1832, p. 850; Walton v. 
Waterhouse (1072), 2 Wms. Saund. 415 c, 419, notes ; BrisUtwe v. Pegge (1785), 
1 Term Pep. 758, n„ per Lord Mansfield, C.J., at p. 760, n. ; Cuthbertsm v. 
Irving (1859), 4 H. & N. 742, 757 ; affirmed (1860), 6 11. & N. 135. 

(7) DavU V. Bank of England (1824), 2 Bmg. 393, 407 ; Bensley v. Burdon 
(1830), 8 L. J. (0. S.) (CH.) 85; Richards v. Johnston (1859), 4 H. & N. 660 ; 
Richards v. Jenkins 18 Q. B. D. 451, 456, C. A.; Bank of England v. 

Cutl&r, [1908] 2 K. B. 208, 234, C. A. 

(r) See p. 402, post 

(s) Co. Litt. 45 a; Walton v. Waterhouse^ supra; Trep^^s Case (1594), 
6 Co. Rep. 15 a; Rawlings Case (1587), Jenk. 254; Doe d. Higginbotham v. 
Barton (1840), 11 Ad. & El. 307 ; Serjeant v. Nash^ Field <k Co., [1903] 2 K. B. 
304, C. A., per Collins, M.R., at p. 312; and compare Neave v. Moss (1823), 

1 Bing. 360; Alchorne v. Gomme (1824), 2 Bing. 54 ; Fenner v. Duplock (1824), 

2 Bing. 10; Doed. Strode v. Seaton (1835), 2 Chr. M. & E. 728; Beer v. Beer 

S , 12 0. B. 60, 81; Delaney v. Fox (1857), 2 0. B. (n. a) 768, 774; 
'ord V. Selmes (1857), 3 K. & J. 220. 

(f) Williams v. Burrell (1845), 1 0. B. 402, distinguishing Andrew v. Pearce 
(1805), 1 Bos. & P. (n. E.) 158 ; Weeke v. Birch (1893), 69 L. T. 759. Tenants 
in common having several and distinct estates cannot make a joint lease of the 
whole estate ; but subh lease fthflll be taken to be the lease of each for his 
respective share, and the cross confirmation of each for the part of the other 
with no estoppel on either part {Beer v. Beer (1852), 12 0. B. 60, p«r Williams, J., 
at p. 81, quoting Comyn*s Landlord and Tenant, p. 22, foUowing the authoritiet 
therein recited, namely, 1 RoU. Abr. 877, Estoppel, B, pi. 3, 4 ; Bac. Abr., 
Joint Tenants, H, pL 1 ; ManUe v. Wellington (1W7), Crq. Jac. 166; Heatherley 
d. Worthing v. Weston (1764), 3 WUs. 232 ; compare Co. Litt. 45 a. 

(a) C!o. Litt. 47 b; WM v. Austin (1844), 7 Man. & G. 701, per Tindal, OJ., 
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is estopped from saying that he had no interest at the tim« .u 
grant or lease (b). of the 

580. Where possession has been acquired ostensibly under 
conveyance or testamentary disposition creating a life interest 
^TO^erty to the grantor had no title, and the intended tenant 
ior hie suhsequenlly obtains against the true owner a title under 
the Statute of Limitations, he is estopped from setting up that title 
a^^ainst anyone interested in remainder under the same instrument. 
This estoppel binds all persons who are privy in estate to such 
tenant for life, so that his heir-at-law is estopped against the 
remainderman or those claiming under him from denying that the 
instrument is valid (c). 

But when a testator had a good title to property in his lifetime, 
though no power of testamentary disposition, and nevertheless pur- 
ported to devise such property, a person entering under such devise 
or, in case of intestacy, as heir-at-law is not estopped from setting up 
a title under the Statute of Limitations against the person properly 
entitled, or those claiming under him (d) ; nor is a tenant for life 
under an invalid devise, or those claiming under him, estopped from 
disputing the title of the remainderman under the same invalid 
devise (fi), because the devise itself, and not merely the title, is 
invalid and of no effect. 

It would appear that when the testator neither had a good title 
nor in fact purported to devise certain property, but a person enters 
ostensibly under the will or under a settlement purporting to be 
made in pursuance of the will, that person is estopped from 
setting up a title under the Statute of Limitations (/). 

at p. 724; followed in Guthhertson v. Irving (1859), 4 II. & N. 743, per 
Martin, B., at p. 764 ; Booth v. Alcoch (1873), 8 Ch. App. 663, 667 ; Rowhotham 
V. Wilson (1867), 8 E. & B, 123, 145, Ex. Ch. ; and hoo title Easements etc., 
Vol. XL, p. 246. But in Keate v. Phillips (1881), 18 Ch. D. 560, at p. 677, this 
doctrine was not allowed to operate on a fraudulent conveyance bjr a trustee, so 
as to dofeat the interest of the cestui que trust. Compare tlio doctrine of Noel v. 
Bewhy (1829), 3 Sim. 103, per Shadwell, V.-O., at p. 116 : “ If a person has 
conveyed a defective title and he afterwards acquires a good title, this court will 
mute that good title available to make the conveyance effectual ” ; followed in 
Re Bridgwater's Settlement f Partridge v. Tr«r<f, [1910] 2 Ch. 342 ; compare 
Smith V. Baker (1842), 1 Y. & C. Ch. Cas. 223 ; Re Hoffds Estate Act, 1885 (1900), 

82 L. T. 556. 

{h^Jflayne y, Malthy (1789), 3 Term Rep. 438 ; Rowhotham y. Wilson^ supra, 
per Watson, B., at p. 145; General Finance, Mortgage and Discount Co. y. 
Liherator Permaneni Benefit Building Sociely (1878), 10 Ch. D. 16; Hamill y. 
Murphy (1883), 12 L. R. Ir. 400. Tn the case of a conveyance by a contingent 
remainderman the happening of the contingency feeds the estoppel (Doe d. 
Christmas y. Oliver (1829), 5 Man. & Ry. (K. B.) 202 ; 2 Smith, L. 0., 11th ed., 
724 ; Heath v. Orealock (1873), L. R. 18 Eq. 215). 

(c) Haufkshee y, Hawkshee (1853), 11 Hare, 230; Anstee v. Nelms (1856), 1 

H. & N, 223, per Martin, B., at p. 232; Asher y. Whitlock (1865), L. R. 1 
Q. B. 1 ; Board y. Board (1873), L. K. 0 Q. B, 48 ; Dalton y. Fitzgerald, [1897] 

2 Ch. 86, 0. A. 

(d) Paine y. Jones (1874), L. R. 18 Eq. 320 ; Be Andereon, PegUr y. ORlai, 
[1905] 2 Oh. 70; compare Dattony. Fitzgerald, [1897] 2 Oh. 86,per L indley, L.J., 
at p. 92, explaining lie Stringer's Estate, Shaw y. Jones-Ford (1877), 6 Oh. B. 

I, 10, 0. A. 

fe) Be Stringer's Estate, Shaw y. JoMS^Ford, supre^ at p. 10. 

(/) Dalton y. Fitzgerald, supra, per Ldtolet, ii./., at p. 91, commenting on 
Paine y. Jones, supra. 
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Part V— Estoppel in Pais. 

Skct. 1.— It* Early Signification. 

631. The nature and general charaoteristios of estoppel in pais 
have been already briefly described (3). This phrase has a much 
wider application now than it had in Coke's day. The acts in pais 
to which he referred as binding parties by way of estoppel were few, 
and were acts of notoriety not less formal and solemn than a deed, 
e.g., livery, entry, acceptance of an estate (/i). Thus, surrender by 
operation of law occurs where the owner of a particular estate has 
been a party to some act the validity of which he is by law after- 
wards estopped from disputing, and which would not be valid if his 
particular estate had continued to exist, e.g., where a lessee accepts 
a new lease from his lessor (i), or assents to the grant of a new 
lease to a third person, to whom he gives up possession (k). But 


( 7 ) See p. 323, ante. 

(/i) Lyon V. Heed (1844), 13 M. & W. 285, 309, citing Co. Litt. 352 a; Doe 
d. Nepean v. Sudden (1822), 5 B. & Aid. 626 (copyholder having done foiilty 
cannot dispute lord’s title to manor) ; compare Goodtitle d. Faulkner v. Morse 
(1789), 3 Term Rep. 366; Morse v. Faulkner (1792) 1 Ansi 11 . To this class of 
mntter in pais must apparently be referred the register, flag, and pass of a ship, 
'which raise a presumption of nationality against which the owner is not 
permitted to aver {Dionieeu v, R, The Laura (1865), 3 Moo. P. C. 0. (n. s.) 181). 

(i) Lyon v. Reed^ etipra, at p. 306; Bac. Abr., tit. Leases and Terms for 
Tears, S, 2j FulmersUm v. Steward (1554), Piowd. 102, 106; Fenner v. 
Slake, [1900] 1 Q. B. 426). The acceptance of a void lease will not work 
a surrender {Davison d. Bromley v. Stanley (1768), 4 Burr. 2210; Soe d. 
Berkeley {Earl) y, York {Archbishor) (1805), 6 East, - 86 ); and thou#?h the 
acceptance of a voidable lease, which is afterwards made void according to 
the contract, may work an absolute surrender (see Doe d. Rochester 
{Bishop) V. Bridges (1831), 1 B. & Ad. 847, 860), the acceptance of such a 
lease, which is ^terwards made void contrary to the intention of the parties, 
works a surrender, subject to the implied condition that it shall be void in case 
the new CTant shall fail {Doe d, Biddulph v. Poole (1848), 11 Q. B. 713, 716, 
718) ; and see Doe d. Egremont {Earl) v. Courtenay (1848), 11 Q. B. 702 ; Easton 
V. Penny (1892), 67 L. T. 290; Knight v. Williams, [1901] 1 Ch. 250, 257). 
Tho rule that a transfer of possession, actual or constructive, by a tenant to his 
landlord, either pursuant to express agi'eement or under such circumstances 
that an agreement to teiminate the tenancy may be inferred, works a surrender 
hr operation of law has also been referred to tne doctrine of estoppel in pais 
(see 2 Smith, L. C., 11 th ed., p. 837), either because such an act is inconsistent 
wjth the continuance of the tenancy {OasiUr v. IJenderson (1877), 2 Q. B. D. 
575, 0. A.), or on the ground of the notoriety of the act; see PhenS v. Popplewell 
(1862), 12 C. B. (n. 8 .), per Willes, J., at p. 340. The earlier decisions leave it in 
doubt whether they are not rather founded upon there having been an agreement 
which has been fully performed ; see Dodd v. Acklom (1843), 6 Man. & G. 672, 
682, explaining Orimman v. Legge (1828), 8 B. & C. 324 ; Gore v. Wright 
(1838), 8 Ad. & EL 118 ; and Phene v. Popplewell, su}>ra, per Byles, J., at p. 342 ; 
Re Panther Lead Co. (1896), 65 L. J. (CH.) 499. Whatever the principle, accept- 
ance by the landlord of possession, actual or constructive, is essential {Molletty, 
Brayne (1809), 2 Camp. 103; Whitel^ad v. Clifford (1814), 5 Taunt. 518 ; Doe 
d. Huddleston v. Johnston (1825), M‘Cle. & To. 141 ; JolnsUme v. Iliiddlestone 
(1825), 4 B. & C. 922, and cases cited supra; and see notes to Thurshy v. Plant 
(1669) (1 Saund. 237) ; 1 Wms. Saund., ed. 1871, p. 296). 

{k) Nickells v. Aiherstone (1847), 10 Q. B. 944, following Thomas v. Cook 
(1818), 2 B. & Aid. 119 ; Wallcer v. Richardson (1837), 2 M. & W. 882 ; Bees v. 
WiRiams (1836), 2 Or. M. & B. 581 ; Stone v. Whiting (1817), 2 Stark. 235 ; and 
dusanting from the observatione of the Court of Exchequer in Lyon v. Reed 
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the mere consent of a lessee for years, who has sub-demised the 
land, in which therefore he retains only a reversion, to the grant 
by his lessor of a fresh lease to a stranger, does not amonnt to a 
surrender by operation of law of his reversion, so as to enable the 
stranger to recover rent from the sub-lessee (0- 

Sect. 2. — Estoppel hy Representation, 

Sub-Sect. 1 . — In Oeneral. 

532. The branch of estoppel most frequently invoked in modern 
times, and presenting itself in infinite variety, is that form of 
estoppel in pais which is generally known as estoppel by repe- 
sentation (m). This form of estoppel in pais is not distinguish- 
able in principle from what is sometimes spoken of in courts of 
equity as equitable estoppel: the principle is one equally of law 
and equity (n). The only distinctions seem to be that in equity it 
was apparently applied only to cases where a person had entered 
into a contract on the faith of the representations made, which 
might have been made either by a party to the contract or by a 
third person (o) ; and that whereas the common law phrase was that 

(18-14), 13 M. & W. 283, 308, 309, on Thomas v. C'oofc (1818), 2 B. & Aid. 119. The 
dGciHionsin Thomas v. Cook^supra^ and Nickellsv. Atherstone (1847), 10 Q. B. 944, 
were treated as law in Davison v. Oent (1857), 1 H. & N. 744. The transfer of pos- 
session by the old tenant to the new pursuant to the grant of the new lease is the 
distinguishing element, absent in Lyon v. sapra^ and present in the other 
cjisos, which enables them all to be reconciled ( IVallis v. IlandSf [1893] 2 Ch. 75) ; 
and see lleeve v. Bird (1834), 1 Cr. M. & B. 31 ; Easton v. Penny (1892), 67 L. T. 
290. The same result may in some cases be reached on the modern principles of 
estoppel by representation ; see Nickells v. Atherstonef supra, at p. 949 ; Fenner 
V. make, [1900] 1 Q, B. 426 (see, however, the criticism m 2 Smith, L. 0., 11th 
ed., p. 840, on the last-mentioned case, which is difficult to reconcile with Wallis 
V. Hands, supra). It seems that the doctrine of Thomas v. Cook, supra, does not 
apply to a lease for lives (an estate of freehold), though the case may be one in 
which the assenting party is compellable in equity to give effect to the new 
lease W a legal transfer of his interest, on the principle mentioned on p. 396, 
post [Crtagh v. Blood (1845), 3 Jo. & Lat. 133, 152, 160, approving Lyon 
V. lieed, supra, and dissenting from Lynch's Lessee v. Lynch (1843), 6 1. L. B. 
131). The suiTcnder may be vitiatea b^ the fraud of the tenant at whose 
request it was accepted, so that he remains liable for the rent {Bruce v. Ruler 
(1828), 2 Man. & By. (k. b.) 3). It is otherwise where the surreuaer is procured 
by innocent misrepresentation ; but the latter, if amounting to a breach of con- 
tmet, may give rise to a liability for damages, of which the rent is the measure 
{Gray v. Owen, [1910] 1 K. B. 622). 

(Z) Lyon v, Reed, supra. 

(m) As recently as 1853 Loi’d Campbell, C.J., and Wightman, J., doubted 
whether this was properly called estoppel ; the former preferred the expression 
“conclusion” {Howard v. Hudson (1853), 2 E. & B. 1, 10, 11) see Carr v. 
London and North ir«ffrn Rail. Co. (1875), L. B. 10 0. P. 307, 317. Avery 
high authority has questioned the advantage of reducing the principles of 
estoppel by representation to rules {Whitechurch (George), Lid. v. Cavanagh, 
[1902] A. 0. 117, jper Lord Macnaghten, at p. 130; see also Comitti v. Maher 
(1905), 91 L. T. 158, per Kekewich, J., at p. 159); but the definition is 
undeniably useful in practice. 

(«) Jorden v. Money (1854), 5 II. L. Cas. 185, per Lord Ceakwobth, L.C., at 
p. 210. 

(o) In the ear^ oases the contracts were all marriage contracts ; see Gale v. 
Linao (1687), 1 YettL 475 (Lord Jeffbets, L,C.) ; Mositefiori v. Moikefiori (1762), 
1 Wm. BL 363 (Lord Makstisld, O.J.) (a common law case arising on the award 
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the person who made the representations was not allowed to deny 
their truth, the phrase of equity was that he must “ make his 
representations good” (p). 

533. A representation to form the basis of an estoppel may he 
made either by statement or by conduct; and conduct includes 
negligence (q). But certain general propositions are applicable, in 
whatever manner the representation is made. 

53f In order to found an estoppel a representation must be of 
an existing fact (r), not of a mere intention (s). In the case of some- 
thing future there is no occasion to apply the rule as to estoppel, 
because the party to whom the representation is made has only to say 


of an arbitrator) ; Neville v. Wilhinson (1782), 1 Bro. C. C. 543 (Lord 
TnuRLOW, L.0.)« And see Jorden v. Money (1854), 6 H. L. Cas. 185. For later 
applications of the same doctrine in equity to other contracts, see Burrowes v. 
Loch (1805), 10 Ves. 470, as explained in Lowv, Bouverie, [1891] 3Ch. 82, 0. A. ; 
DalUac v. i)a/5/ac (1809) 16 Ves. 116, 125 ; Phjgoitv. Stratton (1859), 1 De G.P. & J. 
33, C. A., whore the representation was by a party to the contract; Davies v. 
Davies (1860), 6 Jur. (n. s.) 1320 ; Mansel-Lewis v. Bees (1910), 102 L. T. 237 ; 
coiMj)are Edmonds v. Best (1862), 7 L. T. 279. 

(;>) Lord Selborne, L.O., defines “equitable estoppel by representation in 
Citizens' Bank of Louisiana v. First National Bank of New Orleans (1873), 
L. K. 6 H. L. 352, at p. 360, in terms differentiated from the common law 
doctrine only by the use of these words, and cites in support of his definition 
decisions of common law courts usually cited in that connection, namely, Jorden 
V. Money y supra; Pickard v. Sears (1837), 6 Ad. & El. 409; and Freeman v, 
Cooke (1848], 2 Exch. 654 ; see also Whitechurch {George), Ltd, v. Cavanaghy 
[1902] A. C. 117, per Lord Macnaghten, at p. 130; Mills v. Foa; (1887), 37 
Ch. D. 153, 164. In Lovett v. Lovetty [1898] 1 Ch. 82, Homer, J., uses iho 
expression “ equitable estoppel” in contradistinction to “ estoppel at law,” by 
which it is quite clear from the context he means “ estoppel by deed,” to the 
recital and tne operative part of which he refers. His proposition, founded on 
the definition by Lord Selborne, Ti.C., referred to above, that equitable estoppel 
is not applied in favour of a volunteer, is only another form of the common law 
rule that in order to take advantage of a representation asnn estoppel, one must 
show that he has altered his position on the faith of it. See also title Equity, ante. 

M Freeman v. Coohcy suproy at p. 664. 

(r) A person who fraudulently represented himself to be a trader, was held to 
bo estopped from denying he was a trader for the purpose of esc^ing bankruptcy 
{lie Lesliey Ex parte Leslie (1856), 25 L. J. (bcy.) 37, C. A.). One having only 
a partial interest in an estate, but contracting to soli as if he had the entire 
interest, was held to be estopped from denying as against the purchaser that ho 
had the entire interest {Mortlock v. BvXler (1804^ 10 Ves. 292, 315, see Meredith 
V. Saimders (1814), 2 Dow, 514, H.L., per Lord Eldon, L.C., atp. 518). A vendor 
on contracting to sell land represented that there were no rectorial tithes. 
Subsequently, having discovered that he was himself the lay impropriator, he 
sued the purchaser for those tithes ; held he was e8topj>ed by his representotion 
from succeeding {ManseULewis v. BeeSy supra). B. v. South Eastern Bail, Co, 
(1910), 8 L. G. li, 401, 0. A., aflarming S. C. (1909), 7 L. G. H. 1171, appears at 
first sight to conflict with the proposition in the text. The report, however, 
is very brief ; and the effect seems to be that a party to a written agreement 
may by a representation as to tha meaning of an ambiguous expression, estop 
himself from averring that it has another meaning. 

{s) Jorden v. Money y supra ; approved. Citizens* Bank of Louisiana v. Fvrst 
National Bank of New OrleanSy supra; Maddison v. Alderson (1883), 8 App. Cas. 
467, 473, overruling Loffiis v. Maw (1862), 3 Giff. 592 ; Chadwick v. Manning, 
[1896] A. 0. 231, P. 0.; Whitechurch {Qeorge)y Ltd, v. Oavanagh, suftra; Cole- 
man V. North (1808), 47 W. B. 57, 58; compare Farmeloe v. Bain (1876), 1 
0. P. D. 445 ; & Fichus^ Farina ▼. Fickus, [1900] 1 Ch. 331, 335. 
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Estoppel. 


Swot. 2. « enter into a contract,” and all diflSculty is removed (t). It is true 

Estoppel by that the state of a man’s mind is a fact, and in that sense a man who 
Representa- makes a false statement as to bis intention makes a false representa- 
tioP> tion of fact (u) ; but estoppel is not a cause of action, but a rule of 
evidence, available where there is a cause of action, to prevent a 
person from denying what he has once said (v) : he is to be put in 
the same position as if the statement were true, but no worse (tv) ; 
and had the statement of intention been true, he who made it would 
have been at liberty to change his mind. But the representation 
of an existing state of things as being of a continuous nature is 
more than a statement of intention, and one who has made such 
representation cannot, after getting rid of that state of things, take 
advantage of its removal to the prejudice of another who has acted 
on the representation (x). 

May include 535. A representation may be a representation of fact, although 

Uon^oHaw involves and includes that which is also matter of law. Thus 

^ ’ directors of a company, by drawing a bill in the company’s name, 
may represent that there is a private Act. of Parliament giving 
the company the requisite powers (a), or by issuing debentures 
that the company’s powers are not exhausted (i>). But a true 
statement of facts, accompanied by an erroneous inference of law, 
will not estop the person who made it from afterwards denying the 
correctness of that inference (c) ; and although one who has by a 

{{\ Citizens' Bank of Louisiana v. First National Bank of New Orleans (1873), 
L. 11. 6 H. L. 352, jier Lord Selborne, L.C., at p. 361, quotiog t/orden v. Money 
(1864), 6 H. L. Cas. 186, 

(a) ** The state of a man's mind is as much a fact as the state of his digestion 
{Kdgington v. Fitzmaurice (1886), 29 Ch. D, 459, C. A., per Bowen, L.J., at 
p. 483). 

(v) Low V. Bouverie^ [1891J 3 Ch. 82, C. A., per Bindley and Bowen, L.JJ., 
at pp. 101, 106. Thus an innocent misrepresentation does not by estoppel 
become a cause of action (compare Dickson v. Renter's Telegram Co. (1877), 3 
C. P. 1). 1, C. A. ; Brett v. Clowser (1880), 6 C. P. D. 376) ; but it may become 
conclusive evidence of title in an action for conversion (Knights y. Wifen 
(1870), L. B. 6 Q. B. 660), or of a contract (Cornish y. Abington (1859), 4 H. & N. 
649 ; Thomas y. Broum (1876), 1 Q. B. D. 714, 722). 

(w) See Bishop y. Balkis Consolidated Co. (1890), 26 Q. B. D. 612, 0. A., per 
Bindley, B.J., at p. 621 ; Beatty y. Ehxiry (Lord) (1872), 7 Ch. App. 777 
(affirmed on other grounds (1874), B, B, 7 H. B. 102) ; Canterbury Corporation 
y. Cooper (1908), 99 B. T. 612, per (Dhannell, J., at p. 616 ; afl&rm^ (1909), 100 
B. T. 697, C. A,). But it may happen that his hearer is indirectly put in a 
better position ; see Ogilvie y. West Australian Mortgage and Agency Corporation, 
[1896] A. 0. 257, P. C., per Lord Watson, at p. 270 ; see p. 386, post. 

(x) Piggott y. Stratton (1869), 1 Be G. P. & J. 33. 0. A. (grantor of leasehold 
property stated truly that his own lease restrained him from obstructing the 
view; he afterwards surrendered his lease and took a new one without the 
restraint) ; but was held to his statement as being a representation of a continuous 
restraint (distinguished on this point, M'Evoy v. Drogheda Harbour Com- 
tnissioners (1867), 16 W. B. 34, 38. 

(a) West London Commercial Bank v. Kitson (1884), 13 Q. B. D. 360, 0. A. ; 
compare R. v. South Eastern Rail. Co. (1910), 8 B. G. B. 401, C. A. (repre- 
seutation as to meaning of ambiguous expression). 

(b) Rashdall v. Ford (1866). L. B. 2 Eq. 760, 754. 

(c) Morgan v. Coachman (1863), 14 0. B. 100 (party who set out in an affidavit 
facts showing cross dealing between himself and another, describing them as 
«• paymenV’ not estopped wm lowing there was no payment) 
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fraudulent statement of the legal effect of an instrument obtained 
some advantage will not, it seems, be allowed to retain it (^i)» a 
mere misrepresentation of a matter of legal inference from facts 
which are known to both parties cannot, it is submitted, be a 
ground of estoppel (e). 

536. A representation, to found an estoppel, must be clear 
and unambiguous ; not necessarily susceptible of only one inter- 
pretation, but such as will reasonably be understood in the sense 
contended for, and for this purpose the whole of the representation 
must be looked at(/). This is merely an application of the old 
maxim applicable to all estoppels, that they must be certain to 
every intent (g), A statement, true as far as it goes, is not to be 
taken to mean more than it says. Thus a statement that there are 
certain incumbrances on a fund is not (in the absence of a duty 
to give full information) to be construed as a representation that 
there are no others (/i). Again, the mere parting with possession 
does not estop the owner of a chattel (t) or of a title deed (k) from 
setting up his title against a purchaser for value. And this is so 
even where the possession was parted with for the fraudulent 
purpose of defeating creditors, provided it is not necessary for the 
owner to prove the fraudulent transaction as part of his title (/). 

637. A party cannot by representation any more than by 
other means (m) raise against himself an estoppel so as to create 
a state of things which he is under a legal disability from creating. 


(d) Hirschfidd v. London, Brighton and South Coast Bail. Co. (187G), 2 Q. 15. 1). 
1,4, 6; MoUoy v. Mutual Reserve Life Insurance Co. (190G), 94 L. T. 7^G, 
760, 0. A. 

(e) Beatty v. Ebury(Lord) (1872), 7 Ch. App. 777, 802 (affirmed (1874), L.R. 7 
H. L. 102 on other grounds), approving Bashdall y. Ftrd (18CG), L. E. 2 Eq. 
750, 764. 

(/) Low V. Bouverie, [1891] 3 Ch. 82, C. A. (see especially Bowen, L.J., at 
p. 106), following Freeman y, Cooke (1848), 2 Exch. 651 (conllicting statements), 
approved, Whitechurch UJeorge), Ltd. v. CWana^r/^, [1902] A. 0. U7, 145; Be 
Lewis, Lewis y. Lewis, [1904] 2 Oh. 65o, 0. A. ; Onward Building Society v. 
iSmt<?iaon, [1893] 1 Ch. 1 (representation contained in a deed). 

[g) Co. Litt. 352 a. 

(h) Low V. Bouverie, supra; compare MKenzie v. British Linen Co. (1881), 6 
App. Cas. 82 ; British Linen Co. v. Cowan (1906), 8 F. (Ct. of Sess.) 704 (mere 
silence no estoppel unless duty to communicate); Scarfs y. Halifax (1840), 7 
M. & W. 288 (sheriff’s return that he had levied of the plaintiff’s goods £67 
does not affirm that £30 further, paid for charges, was the plaintiff’s money). 

(t) Weiner y. Oill, [1905] 2 K. B. 172, 183 (applying Farquhnrson Brothers 
Co. V. King, cfe Co., [1902] A. 0. 325) ; affirmed, [1906] 2 K. B. 574 ; M^ggy v. 
Imperial Discount Co. (1878), 3 Q. B. D. 711, 0. A.; Price v. Qro<m (1848), 2 
Exch. 642; see also Kingsford v. Merry (1856), 1 H. & N. 503, Ex. Ch. ; con- 
sidered in Henderson Co. v. Williams, [1895] 1 Q. B. 621, C. A. ; Johnstm y. 
Cridit Lyonnais Co. (1877), 3 0. P. D. 32, 0. A. ; Hollins v. Emler (1875), L. R. 
7 H. L. 767, 764; Truman v. Attenborough (1910), 54 Sol. Jo. 682 ; and see as 
to unauthorised dealings by trustees, p. 393, poff. t j 

Qt) Brocklesby v. Temperance Building Society, [1895] A. 0. 173, per Lora 
Hersohell, L.O., at p. 180, foUowing Martinez v. Cooper (1826), 2 Buss. 198 ; 
and see Lloyds Bank, Ltd. v. Bullock, p896] 2 Ch. 192 ; Colonial Bank y. Cady 
and Williams ^890), 15 App. Cas. 267. ^ ^ 

W Bowes ▼. Foster (1858), 2 H. & N. 779; foUowed, Taylor r. Bowers (1876), 
1 Q. B. D. 291, 298, 0. A. 

(m) Compare note (^), p. 827, aals. 
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Estoppel. 


Sbot. s. Thus, a corporate body cannot be estopped from denying that they 
Estoppel by have entered into a contract which it was ultra vires for them to 
Representa* make(n). No corporate body can be bound by estoppel to do 
tlon. something beyond its powers (o), or to refrain from doing what it 
is its duty to do (p) ; and the same principle applies to individuals. 
No person can by his conduct, or otherwise, waive or renounce a 
right to perform a public duty, or estop himself from insisting that 
it is right to do so {q). And a married woman protected by a restraint 
on anticipation cannot, either by deed or innocent representation, 
nor (it seems) even by fraudulent representation, or admission 
resulting in a judgment (r), estop herself from denying facts which, 
if true, would put an end to the restraint (s). 

irrcguiariticf. 539 . A distinction must be made between acts which are ultra 
vires and those for the validity of which certain formalities are 


(n) Canterhury Corporation v. Cooper (1909), 100 L. T. 597, 0. A. ; British Mutual 
Banking Co. v. Charnwood Forest Rail. Co. (1887), 18 Q. B. D., 714, 0. A., per 
Bowen, L.J., at p. 718; compare Markham and Darter's Case, [1899] 1 Ch. 
414, 431 (affirmed without discussing this point [1899] 2 Ch. 480, 0. A.); 
A.-O. r. Dublin Corporation (1841), 1 I)r. & War. 545. But although a man 
cannot be estopped from deiwing the existence of a contract which is prohibited, 
or made illegal, by Act of Parliament, this does not apply where penalties are 
attached if it is not made in a certain way. Therefore a member of a mutual 
insurance company may be estopped from pleading, in an action for calls, that 
they were for losses paid on contracts which were unstamped and not contained 
in a policy {Barrow Mutual Ship Insurance Co, v. Ashburner (1885), 54 L. J. 
(q. b.) 377, 0. A.) ; compare Re CoUman, CoUman v. Coltman (i881), 19 Ch. D. 
64, 0. A. 

( 0 ) British Mutual Banking Co. v. Charnwood Forest Rail. Co., supra, 
per Pky, li.J., at p. 719. This principle was applied (but with doubt, and as 
the Court of Appeal held in the circumstances, wrongly) by Vaughan 
Williams, J., in Bishop v. Bulkis Consolidated Co. (1890), 25 Q.B. D. 77, 84; 
affirmed on other grounds, ibid., p. 512, C. A. ; see p. 411, post. 

{p) Islington Vestry v. Hornsey Urban Council, [1900] 1 Ch. 695, C. A. 

(o) MacAllister v. Rochester [Bishop) (1880), 5 0. r. D. 194. But a local 
autnority may, by a notice whicm is intra vires, intended to be acted on or not 
at the receiver’s option, conclusively elect to proceed in a particular way if it 
is not complied with { G ' ^ id v. Bacvp Local Board (1881), 50 L. J. (m. c.) 44). 
Stephen, j., speaks of th s as estoppel, but there was no representation of any 
fact. 

(r) Bateman {Lady) v. Faber, [1898] 1 Ch. 144, 0. A., per Bindley, M.B., at 
p. 149, op* Vaughan Williams, L.J., at p. 151. 

{s) laid., per Bindley, M.B. ; distinguished in Macnaghten v. Paterson, 

^ A. 0. 483, P, 0., but without touching the principle (see ibid., at 
). At common law a married woman could no^ by describing herself 
M widow on a negotiable instrument, estop herself from pleading coverture 
{Cannam v. Farmer (1849), 3 Exch. 698). But (apart from restraint on antici- 
pation) a married woman who had contracted as a feme sole was estopped 
in equity from denying that she had chaiged her separute estate (McHenry v. 
Davies (1870), B. B. 10 Eq, 88 ; following Johnson v. Gallagher (1861), 3 De G. P, 
& J. 494, 521, 0. A.) ; and, because of the fraud involved, a disability was not 
in equity an excuse for knowingly standing by and allowing money to be paid 
for an interest in property in ignorance of the true title {Savaw y. Foster 
(1723), 9 Mod. Bep. 35) ; see p. 397, post, and title Equity, ante. On the same 
principle, an infant cannot (nor at common law could a married woman before 
the Married Women’s Property Acts; see Earle y. Kingseote, [1900] 2 Ch. 585, 0. A.) 
be made liable for a fraudulent representation, e.o., &at he is of age, inducing a 
contract jyb/tnson y. Fye (1665), 1 Sid. 258, dt^ in Stikeman y. Dawson (1847), 1 
De G, mm. 90, 1 13 ; see titles Husband and Wise ; Infants and CanjiBEN. 
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necessary. In the latter case persons dealing without notice of any 
informality are entitled to presume omnia rite esse acta {t). Accord- 
ingly a company which, possessing the requisite powers, so conducts 
itself in issuing debentures as to represent to the public that they 
are legally transferable, cannot set up any irregularity in their 
issue against an equitable transferee for value who has no reason 
to suspect it (a). 

639. A representation will be deprived of any effect as an 
estoppel if the making of it has been contributed to by some breach 
of duty on the part of the person seeking to take advantage of it. 
This principle is not confined to cases of wilful misrepresentation 
by such persons. No representation can be relied on as an estoppel 
if induced by the concealment of any material fact on the part of the 
person who wishes to use it as such ; and if the person to whom it is 
made knows something calculated to influence the other to hesitate 
or seek further information, and has withheld that knowledge, the 
representation ought not to be treated as an estoppel (6). And the 
same principle has been applied where there has been perfectly 
innocent conduct amounting to a misrepresentation (c), inviting 
the conduct relied on as an estoppel ; but whether in this case it 
rests upon the doctrine of ** estoppel against estoppel (d), or upon 


{t) Royal British Bank v. Turquand (1856), 6 E. & B. 327, Ex. Oh. ; Re Land 
Credit Co. of Ireland^ Ex parte Overendf Ourney <& Co. (1869), 4 Ch. App. 460; 
Mahony v. East lldyford Co, (1875), L. R. 7 H. L. 869 ; County of Gloumter 
Bank V. Rndry Merthyr Steam and House Coal Colliery Co., [1896] 1 Ch. 
629, 0. A. ; Biggerstaffe v. RowaWs Wharf Ltd.^ [1896] 2 Ch. 93, C. A. ; dis- 
tinguish Premier Industrial Bank^ Ltd. v. Carlton Manufacturing Co.^ Ltd.y and 
Crabtree, Ltd., [1909] 1 K. B. 106, 

(a) Re Romford Canal Co., PococJc's Claim, Trickett's Claim, Carew's Claim 
(1883), 24 Ch. D. 85, applying Fountaine y. Carmarthen Rail. Co. (1868), L. It. 
5 Eq. 316 (irregularity cannot be set up against an original holder who has a 
right to presume that the issue was regular, which ho would not have if tlie 
issue were ultra vires) ; Wehh v. Herne Bay Commissioners (1870), It. It. 6 Q. B. 
642, where the plaintiff was the legal assignee; compare Higgs v. Assam Tea 
Co. (1869), L. K. 4 Exch. 387, where the company having dealt with tl.e 
plaintiff assignee on the footing that debentures were assignable free from 
equities, were estopped from asset ting their right to set off calls due from the 
assignor. But though a company may be estopped from showing that the 
issue of certain debentures was invalid, the holders of admittedly valid dobon- 
tures issued before the estoppel arose are not affected by it, and as against 
them the holders of the invalid debentures will be po8tTK>ned, although their 
security purports to rank part with the valid issue [Mmvatt v. Castle Steel 
and Iron \V<yrks Co. (1886), 34 Ch. D. 68, 63, 0. A. ; distinguished, Robinson y. 
Monigomeryehire Brewery Co., [1896] 2 Ch. 841, 849, where the validity of the 
debentures was not in question). « t ^ 

(5) Wliitechurch (George), Ltd. v. Cavanagh, 0902] A. C. 117, per Lord 
Bramptok, at p. 145 ; approved and followed, rorfer v. Afoorc, [19(J4] 2 Ch. 
367 (trustee lulled into security before making erroneous statement that trust 

fund was unincumbererl). ^ a i a m i 

(c) This was one of the grounds of decision in Simm v. Anglo-American Tele- 
graph Co. (1879), 6 Q. B. 1). 188, C. A., as explained in Balkie Consolidated Co. r. 
Tomkineon, [1893] A. C. 396, by Lord Herscuell, L.O., at p. 406; sm also 
per Lord hLACSNAonTEN, at p. 411, approved by Lord Davet in Ruhen v. 
Qreai FingaU Consolidated, [1906J A. C. 439, at p. 446; and see p. 410, 

(d) See Dixon v. Kennaway db Co., [1900] 1 Ch. 833, per Fakwell, J., at 
p. 840. 
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that of “implied warrani^,** or contract to indemnify, appears to 
be open to question (e). 

640 . It is not necessary that the representation should be 
false to the knowledge of the party making it, though in the early 
cases this appears to have been the law (/), provided that (i.) it is 
intended to be acted upon in the manner in which it was acted 
upon, or (ii.) the person who makes it so conducts himself that a 
reasonable man would take the representation to be true, and believe 
that it was meant that he should act upon it in that manner {g ) ; 
and it has been added that the doctrine of estoppel by representation 
ought not in most cases to be applied unless the representation is 
such as to amount to the contract or licence of the party making 
it (/O* An unfounded assumption may form the basis of estoppel, 
though neither party believed it to be true, but both have knowingly 
acted upon a conventional hypothesis. “ Where two parties 
agree that a commercial instrument shall be taken as founded on a 
certain fact, and the position of one by that agreement is altered, 
the other ought not to be admitted to deny it ** (i). 


(^■) See liuhm v. Great Fingall Cmeolidatedy [1906] A. C. 439, per Lord Davey, 
at p. 446, citing Sheffield Corporation v. Barclay^ [1905] A. C. 392. 

(/) GaU V. Lindo (1687), 1 Vern. 475 ; Montefiori v. Montefiori (1762), 1 
Wm. Bl. 363 ; Neville v. Wilkinson (1782), 1 Bro. C. 0. 643 ; cited in Jordtn v. 
Money (1854), 6 H. L. Cas. 186, at p. 212. 

{g) Freeman v. Cooke (1848), 2 Exch. 654, 663 (explaining the rule in Pickard 
V. Sean (1837), 6 Ad. & El. 469, 474), approved in Jordtn v. Moneys supra; 
Sheffield and Manchester Hail, Co, v. Wotdcock (1841), 7 M. & W. 574, 683; 
Howard v. Hudson (1853), 2 E. & B. 1 ; Swan v. North British Australasian Co, 
(1863), 2 H. & 0. 176, 181, Ex. Ch., and see per Cockbuun, C.J., at p. 188 ; 
Citizens' Bank of Louisiana v. First National Bank of New Orleans (1873), L. E. 
6 TI. L. 352, 360; M'Ktnzie v. British Linen Co. (1881), 6 App. Cas. 82; Sarat 
Chunder Dey v. Qopal Ch under LaUi (1892), 66 J. r. 741, P. C, ; and see Cornish 
V, Ahington (1859), 4 H. & N. 649, approved in Thomas v. Brown (1876), 1 
Q. B. D. 714, 722; Carr v. London and North Western Bail. Co. (1875), L. E. 
10 0. P. 307, 316, 317, approved in Coventry v. Great Eastern Bail. Co. (1883), 11 
Q. B. D. 776, C. A. ; Seton v. Lafone (1887), 19 Q. B. D. 68, C. A. ; Farquharson 
Brothers dc Co. v. King d: Co.^ [1901] 2 1\. B. 697, 713, 0. A. (reversed, [1902] A. C. 
325, without touching this point) ; see Be Bentley ( lltnry) i Co. and the Yorkshire 
Breweries, Ltd., Ex parte Harrison (1893), 69 L. T. 204, 0. A. The language of 
Brett, J., in Carr v. London and Forth Western Bail. Co., supra, imports that 
where the representation is false to the knowledge of the party making it, it 
is not necessary that he should intend it to be acted on. Although the inten- 
tion, or conduct from which it maybe reasonably inferred, is certainly necessary 
to found an action of deceit (see title Tort), this language is consistent with that 
used by Parke, B., in Freeman v. Cooke^ supra, who dues not, however, lay down 
the rule in terms. The point is not, perhaps, imporbint, since where a deliberately 
false statement is acted on there is usually little difficulty in infening the 
intention that it should be, and where the intention is made out, and the 
intended result follows, the person who made the representation is not permitted 
to question that it contributed to the result (Smith v. Kay (1859), 7 H. L. Oas. 
750, 759, 770; followed in Gordon v. Street, [1899] 2 Q. B., 641, 646, 0. A.). 
A mere puffing exaggeration of value by a vendor in negotiating a sale is not, 
in the absence of fraud, a representation which he ie aflerworda estopped from 
denying (Martin v, Douglas (1867), 16 W. E. 268). 

(h) Freeman v. Cooke, supra, at p. 664, approved in Clarke and Chapman v. 
Bart (1868), 6 H. L. Cas. 633, 656 ; appHedi in Palmer ▼. Moore, [1900] A. 0. 
293, 298, P. 0. (representation of inability to contribute to expenses of a mine, 
agreement or licence to oo-adventurers to work it for their own beneht). 

(0 AshpUel v. Bryan (1863), 3 B. & S. 474, per Cbomfton, J.. at p, 493; 
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641 . The representation must have been acted upon as 
true ik) by the party to whom it was made (Z) (including in this 
expression a member of the public, or of a class, where it was 
made to the public or to a class of persons, e.g., to the customers 
of a particular firm (m) ). A representation made to one person, 
and acted on by him, cannot be taken advantage of by another to 
whom it was not made and who has not acted on it (n). And it is 
not sufl&cient that the party complaining acted in a manner con- 
sistent with the truth of the representation if it appears that he 
was not influenced by it (o). But if he really has relied upon the 
truth of the representation it is no answer to say that if he had 
thought about it he must have known that it was untrue; the 
representation itself was what put him off his guard (p). 

A representation does not, by reason of having been acted on, 
become irrevocable ; there is nothing to prevent the party who 
made it from withdrawing it and requiring the other, for the future, 
to act as if it had not been made (q). 


affirmed (1864), 6 B. & S. 723, Ex. Oh. (bill drawn and indorsed by arrangement 
between the parties in the name of a dead person) ; compare Glenie v. Smithy 
[1907] 2 K. B. 607; affirmed on somewhat aifferent grounds, [1908] 1 K. B. 
263, G. A. ; and see the judgment in M*Cance v. London and North, Western 
Rail, Co, (1864). 3 H. & 0. 343, 345, Ex. Oh. 

[h) In the class of cases last referred to, where the parties have agreed to 
assume a conventional state of facts, the words “ as true ’* must be understood 
as meaning ** as if it were true.” In all other cases the truth of the represen ta. 
tion must be relied upon. 

(Z) Freeman v. (700^(1848), 2 Exch. 654; Howard v. Hudson (1853), 2 B. & B. 1 ; 
Edmundson v. Thompson (1861)^ 31 L. J. (ex.) 207. An ordinary receipt does 
not as between immediate parties estop the person who gave it from showing 
that the money was not paid {Skaife v. Jackson (1824), 3 B. & 0. 421 ; Craves v. Key 
f 1832), 3 B. & Ad. 313 ; Bowes v. Foster (1858), 2 11. & N. 779), though it might 
do so as against a third party who had acted in reliance on it ; Oliver v. Nautilus 
Steam Shipping Co., [1903] 2 KB. 639, 0. A., per Vaughan Williams, L. J., at 
p. 648; Ellen v. Great Northern Rail, Co, (1901), 17 T. L. R. 453, 0. A. (receipt 
evidence of accord and satisfaction) ; Hucile v. London County Council (1910), 
26 T. L. R. 580, 681 ; King y. Smith, [1900] 2 Oh. 425 ; distinguish, however, 
the cases of agents charging themselves in account, see p. 388, post. Com- 
pare Moss V. London and North Western Rail, Co, (1874), 22 W. R. 632 (payment 
to a contractor of money which is due on completion does not estop him 
from denying that the work was complete). It is not enough that a person to 
whom an untrue representation was made acted upon it as true after ho had 
notice that it was not {Dumton v. Paterson (1857), 2 0. B. (n. s.) 495). 

(m) See Swan y. North British Australasian Co, (1863), 2 H. & 0. 175, Ex. Oh., 
per Blackbuhn, j., at p. 182. 



[i902] A.''0. 325, 341 ; Bargis y, Constantine, [1908] 2 K. B. 484, 499, 500, 0. A. 

(o) Lebeau y. General Steam Navigation Co, (1872), L. R. 8 0. P* 8^ (represen- 

tation as to contents of case not relied on by master, who signed bills of lading 
** contents unknown”); Markham and Darter* s Case, [1899] 1 Oh. 414, 430; 
affirmed without ffiscussing this point, [1899] 2 Oh. 480, C. A ; Cropper y. 
Smith, (1884) 26 Oh. D. 700, 0. A.; affirmed without discussion (1886), 10 
App. Gas. 249 (statement as to novelty in petition for letters patent) ; and see 
Russo^Chintee Bank y. Li Yau Sam, [1910] A. 0. 174, P. 0. ; Mordaunt Brothers 
v. British Oil and CeJee Mills, Ltd, (1910), 54 Sol. Jo. 654. » . 

(p) Bhementhal y. Ford, [1897] A 0. 156, per Lord Hbbsohbll, L.O., at 
pp. 168—170. 

(2) White v. GremUh (1861), 11 0. B. (n. S.) 209, 232. 
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Sect. 2. 
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And in the 

manner 
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Party 

misled must 
have suffered 
prejudice. 


It must have been acted on in the manner in vfhich it was meant 
to be acted on, or in such manner as a reasonable man would suppose 
it was meant to be acted on (r). A railway company’s advice note 
to a consignee is not intended to be acted upon by his r.elling the 
goods («), but the company must be supposed to know that delivery 
orders in the usual form are documents with a mercantile meaning 
attached to them, and may have credit given to them as documents 
of title (t). So those who issue bills of lading must be supposed to 
contemplate that purchasers of the goods therein described will act 
upon the statements they find there (a). 

542 . It is further necessary to estoppel by representation that 
in acting upon it the party to whom it was made should nave altered 
his position to his prejudice (b). A representation made to a person 
after he has altered his position cannot give rise to an estoppel, 
though if made earlier, and acted on, it might have done so (c). 
But it is a sufficient alteration of position if he is induced by the 
representation to take no step to protect himself, or to retrieve his 
position until, owing to the insolvency of some person against 
whom he has a remedy, or for other reason, it is too late (d). The 
mere payment of money under a mistake of fact induced by the 
representation in circumstances where there is not the slightest 
difficulty in getting it back is not such damage or prejudice as will 
give rise to an estoppel (e) ; but the parting with money, and being 
out of it for a certain period of time, coupled with the trouble and 
possible expense of establishing the right to get it back, may 


(r) Freeman y. Gvoke (1848), 2 Exch. 654; Oillman^ Spencer cfc Co. y. Carhiitt 
& Co. (1889), 61 L. T. 281, 282, 283, 0. A. 

(i) Carr y, London and North Wteiern Hail. Co. (1875), L. E. 10 0. P. 307, 
317 ; compare Farmeloe y. Bain (1876), 1 C. P. D. 445. 

(t) Coventry y. Great Eastern Bail. Co. (1883), 11 Q. B. D. 776, C. A. 

(a) Compania Naviera Vaeconzada y. Churchill and Simt [1906J 1 K. B. 237, 
247 ; Howard v. Tucker (1831), 1 B. & Ad. 712. 

(b) Freeman y. Coohe^ eupra^ at p. 663 ; Newton y. Liddiard (1848), 12 Q. B. 
924; Carr y. London and North Western Bail. Co. (1876), L. E. 10 0. P. 
307, 317, 318 ; MacFarlane y. Oiannacopulo (1858), 3 M. & N. 860; Be Collie, 
Kx parte Adamson (1878), 8 Ch. D. 807, 817, C. A.; Simm v. Anglo-American 
Telegraph Co. (1879), 5 Q. B. D. 188, 208, C. A ; Whiiechurch (George), Ltd. y. 
Cavona^A, [1902] A. C. 117, 135; Bell y. Marsh, [1903] 1 Ch. 628, 643, C. A. ; 
Imperial Bank of Canada v. Bank of Hamilton, [1903] A. 0. 49, P, 0. ; Be Lewis, 
Lewis V. Lewis, [1904] 2 Oh. 656. 0. A. 

(c) Horsfall y. Halifax and Huddersfield Union Banking Co. (1883), 62 L. J. (cH.) 
699 (defendants after the plaintiff had made advances on the shares of one of its 
shareholders told him that they had no charge on them) ; M*Kenzie y. British 
Linen Co. (1881), 6 App. Cas. 82, 109 (supposed drawer of forged bill, on 
learning of the forgery after the bank nad made adyances, omitted to give 
prompt information^; Morrison v. Universal Marine Insurance Co. (1873), L. E. 
8 Exch. 197, £x. Cn. (underwriters, after loss of ship became known, delayed 
repudiation of poli^) ; compare Bell y. Marsh, [1903] 1 Ch. 628, C. A 

(d) Knights y. Wiffen (1870), L. E. 6 Q. B. 660 ; discussed, Simm y. Anglo- 
A wmcan Telegraph Co. (1879L 6 Q. B. D. 188, 212, 0. A. ; and followed, Dixon 
y. Kennaway i Co., [1900] 1 Ch. 833 ; and see OgUvie y. West Australian Mort- 
gage and Agency Corporation, [1896] A. 0. 257, P. 0. 

M parr y. London and North Western Bail. Co., suwa, at pp. 317, 318, as 
explained in Compania Naviera Vasconzada y. Churchill and Sun, supra, per 
OHANKBLL, J., at p. 260. 
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nmonnt to an alteration of position to the payer’s prejudice within 
the rule(/). 

643. When prejudice or damage is made out, the other circum- 
stauces being such as to create an estoppel, its consequences are 
not necessarily measured by the amount of prejudice or damage 
sustained. Thus, if a customer of a bank is estopped from 
asserting that a cheque with which he has been debited is a forgery, 
by his neglect to give such timely information as would have enabled 
the bank to have recourse to the forger, the debit will stand for the 
whole amount, and not for so much only as would have been 
recovered from the forger had the customer not allowed the bank 
to remain in ignorance of the facts (g ) ; and in an action of trover 
founded on an estoppel the plaintiff is entitled to the full value of 
the goods, though it may be more than the actual damage sustained 
by the representation (h) ; and one who, in an action against ship- 
owners for delivery of goods in a damaged condition, succeeds by 
reason only that the latter are estopped from denying that the goods 
were “ shipped in good order and condition,” can recover the whole 
of the damage which on delivery the goods were found to have 
suffered, without regard to the fact that he has a right, which 
he may still exercise, to recover the same damages from the 
shippers (i). 

644. A representation made by an agent will be as effectual for 
the purpose of estoppel as if it had been made by his principal ; 
thus, a company may be estopped by representations made by its 
officer in the ordinary way of business (k). But it is equally clear 
that no estoppel can arise from the representation of an agent, 
unless it is within his actual or ostensible authority to make it (f). 
And the knowledge of the agent, acquired when acting within the 
scope of his authority, is that of his principal, so that the latter 


(/) Comjmnia Naviera Vasconzada v. ChurchiU and Sim, [1900] 1 K B. 237, 250, 
(^) Ogilvie v. West Amtralian Mortgage and Agency Corporation^ [1896] A. C 
257, 270, P. 0. ; compare McKenzie v. BritUh Linen Co, (1881), 6 App. Cas. 82, 
100. As to the right to recall a representation before being further acted upon, 
see White v. Qremish (1861), 11 0. B. (n. s.) 209. 
fA) Henderson ds Co. v. Williams^ [1896] 1 Q. B. 621, 0. A. 

(i) Compania Naviera Vasconzada ▼. Churchill and Sim, supra, at pp. 260, 
261, following Henderson ds Co. v. Williams, supra, 

(A) See, e.g,, Bishtp v. Balkis Consolidaied Co. (1890), 25 Q. B. D. 612, 0. A. ; 
Manchester and Oldham Bank v. Cook ds Co. (1883), 49 L. T. 674 (bank manager). 
See further as to estoppel on companies, p. 408, post, 

(T) Barnett v. Souih Limdon Tramways Co., (1887), 18 Q. B. D. 816, 0. A., 
quoting Newlands v. National Emptoyers Accident Association (1885), 64 
fj. J. (q. b.) 428, 0. A ; approved, Whitechurch {George), Ltd. v. Cavanagh, [1901] 
A. 0. 117, 124; Bvben v. Great FinyaU Consdidcded, [\99Q] A. 0. 439 (all these 
cases relate to secretaries of companies, whose authority to make representations 
is very limited) ; Postimaster^General v. Green (1887), 61 J. P. 682 (post office 
clerk). The of a ship h** authority to make statements in a bill of 

la^ngas to the condition of the goods (Chmpania Naviera V Mconzada v. Churchill 
and Sim, supra; and whether freight is payable or not {Howard ▼. Tucker 
(1831), 1 B. & Ad. 712) ; but no one may assume that he has authority to sijB 
for go^s whidki have not been shipped [Grant v. Norway (1851), 10 C. B. 665] 
or to make representations as to their quality (Coes v. Bruce (1886), 18 Q. B. 
147,0. A). 
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Sub-Sect. 2 . — Estoppel by Statement, 

Estoppel by 646. Estoppel by actual statement is probably less common 
•tatcment. fchan estoppel by conduct or negligence. Instances occur, however, 
in every department of affairs, and are too miscellaneous to 
classify (o). 


{m) Wing v. Harvey (1854), 6 De G, M. & O, 263, 0. A. ; Bawden y. London, 
Edinburgh, and Glasgow Assurance Co., [1892] 2 Q. B. 534, 0. A . ; followed, Hough 
V. Guardian Fire and Life Assurance Go. (1902), 18 T. L. E. 273 ; Iloldsworth y. 
Lancashire and Yorkshire Insurance Co, (1907), 23 T. L. E. 521 (premiums 
retained by company, the collecting agent having knowledge of facts which 
would invalidate the policy); Deeley v. Lloyds Bank, [1910] 1 Oh. 648, 672, 
680, G. A. (If the facts be known, ignorance of their legal consequence is 
immaterial.) 

(n) Re Biggar and Rock Life Assurance Co. (1901), 85 L. T. 636, following 
New York Life Insurance Co. y. Fletcher (1886), 117 United States Eeps. 519; 
see, generallv, title Agency, Vol. I., pp. 158, 192, 202. 

(o) The following cases, in addition to many already cited, may be referred to 
as examples : — Richards y, Johnston (1859), 4 H. & N. 660 (false statement as to 
ownership of goods); Seton y. Lafone (1887), 19 Q. B. D. 68, 0. A. (erroneous 
statement by warehousemen that certain goods lay at their warehouse, and were 
liable to be sold for charges, whereupon the plaintiff bought back the warrant 
from the person who held itV; Woodley y. Coventry (1863), 2 H. & 0. 164 ; Knights 
V. Wiffen (1870), L. E. 5 Q. B. 660 (vendors of unappropriated goods estopped by 
statements recognising delivery orders as correct from denying that property 
passed) ; M'Cance v. London and North Western Rail. Co. (1861), 7 ll. & N. 
477 ; affirmed (1864), 3 H. & 0. 343, Ex. Ch. (false declaration as to value of 
horses tendered for carriage. The grounds of decision in the two courts, though 
not inconsistent, were not the same) ; Van Hasselt y. Sack, The Twentje (1869), 
13 Moo, P. C. 0, 185 (shipping agents estopped by their accounts from appro- 
priating certain freights to the preiudice of their principals, who, after settling 
with the owners on the footing ox those accounts, became purchasers of the 
ship) ; Harris v. Truman (1882), 9 Q. B. D. 264, 0. A. (agent who fraudulently 
represented that goods bought for himself were bought for his principals, and 
thereby obtained money to pay for them, estopped from saying that the goods 
were his, which estoppel bouna his trustee in bankruptcy) ; Middleton v. Pollock, 
Ex parte Wetherall (1876), 4 Ch. D. 49 (solicitor after advising client that he had 
invested his money on mortgage, estopped from denying that it was part of 
a larger sum invested on moHgage in the solicitor's name, so that the client 
gained priority in administration) ; Deutsche Bank (Lo/ndon Agency) v. Beriro 
<Si Co, (1895), 73 L. T. 669, 0. A. (bankers, agents for collection of bill of 
exchange, having advised their indorsers (also agents) that the bill had been 
ooUect^, and paid them the supposed proceeds, estopped after the latter had 
credited their principals from proving mat the money was paid by mistake) ; 
Manchester and Oldham Bank y. Cook ds Co. (1883), 49 L. T. 674 (bank estopped 
by its manager's representation, he having authority to arrange loans, that the 
board had approved a proposed loan, made subject to their approval) ; Keith y. 
Oanda (R.) A Co., Lid,, [1904] 1 Ch. 774, 0. A. (representation in licence to 
assign that mortgagee, who had foreclosed, was the ]^r8on in whom the reversion 
on a sub-lease created by the mortgagor, before the ConveyanciDg and Law 
of Property Act, 1881 (44 & 45 Yict. c. 41h was vested, relymg on which the 
sub-lessee had assigned, and his assignee nad accepted the assignment). As 
to statements by warebotxsemen recognising the title of transferee of goods, see 
Henderson A Co, v. Williams, [189dT 1 Q. B. 521, 0. A.; and p. 408, poet. It 
has been h^d that a person who makes application for shares m a company in 



547. Another important class of estoppels resulting from actual In transfers 
statement arises upon transfers of shares and conveyances of real convey, 
property, containing an acknowledgment of the receipt of purchase- 
money, upon which purchasers for value without notice of non-pay- 
ment are entitled to rely ; these, however, belong rather to the 
subject of estoppel by deed (a). 

a fictitious name, upon which application shares are granted, is estopped from 
denying tliat he is a shareholder, and liable to contribute as such {Be Central 
Klundfjke Gold Mining and Trading Co., 8avigny*8 Case (1898), 5 Mans. S36, 
following Tugh and Shtrman's Case (1872), L. fi. 13 Eq. 566 (application in 
name of person under disability)). But estoppel was not mentioned in the latter 
case ; and it seems that it is not the true ground for the decisions, for the share- 
holder was prevented, not from contradicting, but from affirming, his original 
misrepresentation. The principle involved seems rather to be “ ut res magis 
valeaV' etc.; compare Kelner v. Baxter (1866), L. R. 2 0. P. 174. A person 
named in an invoice, not intended to be a contract, as the seller of goods, is not 
estopped against one who has not been misled from denying that he was so 
{Holding v. Elliott (1860), 5 B. & N. 117, dissenting from Jones v. Littledale 
(1837), 0 Ad. & El. 486). 

(jrt As to delivery orders, see Coventry v Great Eastern Rail. Co. (1883), 11 
Q. B. D. 776, C. A. ; Henderson Co. v. Williams, [1895] 1 Q. B. 521, 625, 

529, C. A. ; Woodley v. Coventry (1863), 2 H. & C. 164 ; distinguish Carr v. 

London and North Western Rail. Co. (1876), L. R. 10 C. P. 307, 317; Farmeloe 
V. Bain (1876), 1 0. P. D. 445,450, wnere it was pointed out that the documents 
relied on had no recognised mercantile significance. 

(9) 18 & 19 Viet c. Ill, 8. 3 ; see title Shifpivo and Navigation. 

(r) Howard v. Tucker (1831), 1 B. & Ad. 712. 

{sS Compania Naviera Vasconzada v. Churchill and Sim, [1906] 1 K. B. 237. 

(t) This statutory estoppel does not bind the owner {Brown v. Powdl Coal Go, 

(1875), L. R. 10 0. P. 662, applying McLean and Hope v. Fleming (1871), L. R, 

2 Sc. & Div. 128), but the biU of lading is evidence {Smith & Co. v. Bedouin 
Steam Navigation Co., [1896] A. 0. 70), and may by agreement be conclusive 
evidence against him {Lishman v. Christie (1887), 19 Q. B. D. 333, 0. A.). Nor 
is the master, in an action for lump sum freight against an indorsee, estopped 
by the statement of weight in the bill (at least where it is merely matter of 
measurement, which may vary after the goods are put on board) from proving 
that he delivered all the goods that were shipped {Elanchet v. PowdVs Llautivit 
Collieries Co. (1874), L. R. 9 Exch. 74), though it might be otherwise in an action 
for short delivery (ihid., p. 77). And in an action for non-delivery the person 
signing it is not estopped from showing that mere identification marks were 
incorr^tly stated in the bill of lading. If the identity of the goods can be 
established by other means, such marks become immaterial {Parsons v. Nno 
Zealand Shipping Co., [1901] 1 K. B. 548, 0. A.); and see title Shipping and 
Navigation, 

(a) Rimmer v. Webiter, [1902] 2 Oh. 163, citing Rice v. Rice (1854), 2 Drew* 
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sbot. s. 648. A somewhat special case of estoppel by statement occars 
Estoppel by in regard to agents accounting to their principals. An agent who 
Bepresenta- in his account makes a false statement either increasing his 
apparent receipts (b), or r^ncing his apparent expenditure so as to 
tn •genta* Bwell the credit (c), or diminish the debit of his principals, does so at 

•oconnta. his peril, and is not at liberty, unless he shows that it was by 

mistake, afterwards to recover the amounts from them, and this 
though it does not appear that they have acted on his erroneous 
statement. If it is shown that they have done so, the same result 
follows on the ordinary principles of estoppel (d). 

Sub-Sect. 3 . — Eatoppel by Conduct 

What conduct 549. The qaestion whether a course of conduct, negligent or 
will create otherwise, amounts to a representation, or is such as a reasonable 
estoppe . would take to be a representation meant to be acted on in a 

certain way, must vary with each particular case ; and, with certain 
exceptions, no general rules can be laid down for answering it. 
The acceptance of money paid in consideration of the existence of 
a certain state of things often estops the receiver, in the absence of 
some^ cause unknown to him entitling him to terminate it, from 
denying the existence of that state of things, and affords conclusive 
evidence of a waiver of any objection to the contract or other 
matter in respect of which it is paid. Thus the acceptance of 
premiums with knowledge of circumstances entitling the insurer 
to avoid the policy estops him from averring that for that reason it 
is not a valid policy {e). But the acceptance of money is by no 


73, 83; Conveyancing and Law of Property Act, 1881 (44 & 46 Viet. c. 41), 
88. 66, 66; Hunter v. WaHera (1871), 7 Ch. App. 75; Kingy, Smith, [1900] 2 
Ch. 425; Lloyda Bank, Ltd. v. Bullodc, [1896] 2 Ch. 192 ; see title Deeds and 
Other Instruments, Vol. X., p. 464. As to estoppel on a company by a state- 
ment on a certificate for shares that they were fuUy paid up, see Blomimthal v. 
Ford, [1897] A. 0. 156; Chriatchurch Oaa Co. v. Kelly (1887), 61 J. P. 374 ; 
and see p. 410, ante. An acknowledgment of receipt of premium in a marine 
insurance policy effected by a broker is conclusive between insurer and assured, 
but not between insurer and broker (Marine Insurance Act, 1906 (6 Ed w. 7, 
o. 41), 8. 64); see title Insurance ; see also p. 371, ante. 

(fi) Shaw V. Ficton (1823), 4 B. & 0. 716. 

(cj Cave V. MBla (1862), 7 H. & N. 913, applying Shaw v. Ficton, anpra. 

(d) Skyrina v. areewtuood (1826), 4 B. & C. 281, 290; Cave v. Mills, supra; 
see also Andrew v. Bobinson (1812), 3 Camp. 199. Insurance broker who, in 
accordance with the usage of Lloyd's, has settled a loss by allowance in account 
in such manner as to deprive his principal of all remedy against the under- 
writer, cannot as against his principal deny the receipt of the money. A banker 
may be estopped by an error in a pass-book, acted on before it is corrected, from 
denying the customer's right to draw against the apparent balance, but not 
necessc^y from afterwards charging him with the amount of the overdraft (in 
other words, correcting the mistake) {Holland v. Manchester and Liverpool Diatrict 
Banking Co. (1909), 14 Com. Cas. 241). But the receipt of a pass-book, and its 
retiw without complaint by the customer to the bank, is not conclusive evidence 
a^inst the customer of a settled account {Eepitagalla Bul^ Katatea, Ltd. v. 
National Bank of India, lid., [1909] 2 K. B. 1010, following Bowen, L.J., in 
Vagliano Brothers v. Bank of England (1889), 23 Q. B. D. 243, 263, C. A. 
f reversed on other points, Bank cf England v. Vagliano Brothers, [1891] A. C. 
107) ; see title Bankers and Bankino, Vol. L, p. 619. 

(«) miv V. Harvey (1864), 6 De O. M. & Q. 266, 0. A. (iUa ) ; Edwards v. 
Aherayrm Mutual Ship Insurance Society (1876), 1 Q. B. D. 663, Ex. Ch. ; Jones 
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moans tho only conduct wliich may be relied on as conclusive Sbot. 2. 
evidence of waiver of an irregularity, or other ground of objection to Estoppel by 
a case set up (/). Thus a man who, acting as director of a company, Representa- 
takas part in confirming the allotment of shares to himself, cannot, ^on, 
in an action for calls, be heard to say that his appointment as 
director, or the allotment of shares, was irregular and tdtra vires (g). 

A trustee in bankruptcy, who has allowed the bankrupt to go on 
trading in bis own name, may be estopped as against execution 
creditors from claiming his property (h). And parties to litigation 
who have continued tho proceedings with knowledge (i) of an 
irregularity of which they might have availed themselves, are 
estopped from afterwards setting it up (j ) ; and, d fortiori, on a 

V. Bangor Mutual Shijyptng Assurant Society (1889), 61 L. T. 727 ; and cases cited 
notes (m), (w), p. 386, ante; soe also Foeter v. Mentor Life Aseurance Co, (1854), 3 E. 

& B. 48, where the question was as to effect of recital in a policy by deed poll ; 

Herman v. Royal Exchange Shipping Co, (1884), Oab. & El. 413 (persons, after 
accepting freight on goods shipp^ under bills of lading in their printed forms, 
estopped from saying that the ship was not theirs and the master not their agent, 
and the contract not with them) ; Re CoUman^ Coltman y, Coltman (1881), 19 
Ch. D. 64, 0. A. (surety for loan by friendly society could not object that it was 
ultra vires) ; Exchange Bank of Yarmouth v. Blethen (1886), 10 App. Gas. 293, P. 0. 

(acceptance of payment under composition deed estops from denying execution) ; 
compare Dunn v. Wyman (18811, 61 L. J. (o. B.l 623 (creditor not allowed to say 
deed was void). As to estoppels between landlord and tenant, see p. 402, poet; 
and as to the effect of acceptance of rent, in waiving a forfeiture, and creating 
a tenancy from year to year, see Ooodright d. Walter v. Davids (1778), 2 Oowp. 

803; Walrond v. Hawkins (18761, L. 10 0. P. 342. As to acceptance of 
surrender after forfeiture by suD-letting, see Great Western Rail, Co, y. Smith 
(1876), 2 Ch. D. 236, 0. A. ; Parker y, Jones, [1910] 2 K. B. 32 ; and, generally, 
title Landlord and Tenant, 

(/) A’.y., Thomas y. Brown (^1876), I Q. B. D. 714, 722 (estoppel by conduct 
in investigation of title from aenying existence of contract) ; Else y, Barnard 
(1860), 2 \j, T. 203 (purchaser estopped from objecting that sale was not by 
auction) ; Burgoyne i Co, v. Godfree Ss Co. (19041, 22 R. P. 0, 168, 0, A. (the 
conduct of a shipper in selling wine branded with his name prevents his com* 


his name prevents his com* 


was discharged). 

{g) York Tramways y. Willows (18821, 8 Q. B. D. 685, 699, 0. A. ; followed, 
Faure Electric Accumulator Co, y, PhiUipart (1887), 68 L. T. 626; Benson y, 
Hadfield (1844), 4 Hare, 32 (insufficiency of ^ard) ; Jorses y. North Vancouver 
Land and Improvement Co., [1910] A. C. 317, P. 0.; compare Htdl Flax Co, 
y, Wellesley (1860), 6 H. & N. 38 (receipt of dividends estoppel in action for calls; 
but here there was also estcmpel by deed) ; Re St, George* s Steam Paeiket Co,, 
Maguire's Case (1894), 3 He O. A Sm. 31 ; Barrow Mutual Ship Insurance Co, 
V. Ashhumer (1886), 64 L. J. (q. b.) 377,0. A. ; distinguish Tyne Mutual Steam'* 
ship Assurance Association v. Drown (1896), 74 T. L. 283, where there was really 
no representation at all ; see title Coup antes, Yol. V., p. 326. 

ih) Engdhack y, Nixon (1876), L. R. 10 0. P. 646, as explained in Wadling y, 
Olwhant (1876), 1 Q. B. D. 146, 149 ; see title Banebuptot,; Yol. IL, p. 166. 

u) The knowledge is essential : thus, a party is not estopp^ by appearing 
and oonduotiDg proceeding before the other party's arbitrator, in ignorance that 
he was not properly quaUhed, from afterwards denying his jurisdiction, and 
this though his own f^bitrator is not qualified either ; but he would not be 
allowed to deny the jurisdiction of the latter {Jungheim, Hopkins dt Co, r, 
FouMmann, [1909] 2 £. B. 948, 966); and see Toronto Bauway y, Toronto 
Corporation, [1904] A. G. 809, 816, P. G. (objection of want of jurudiction not 
waived by party Imvtng set the tnhunal in motion). 

(/) Tyerman y. Smith (1866), 6 £. A B. 719; Andrews v. Elliott (1866], 6 

U.U— XllL p 



890 


Bbot. f. 
Estoppel b: 
Bepresenta 

Agency by 
tetoppd. 


Estoppel. 

somewhat different principle, such a party cannot take advantage 
of an error to which he has himself contributed (k). 

660. The doctrine of estoppel by conduct is constantly applied 
where one person has held out another as his agent to do a certain 
class ot acts, either by allowing him to appear as bis agent when 
be was not so 11), or as having a greater authority than he In tact 
has (m), or by omitting to give notice that his authority has been 
withdrawn. Whenever, for example, a company through their 
directors hold a person out to the world as their agent for a par- 
ticular purpose, ratifying his conduct as such, the purpose being 
one which the constitution of the company enables them to authorise, 
they cannot afterwards dispute acts done by him within the scope 
of such countenanced agency (/<). But in order that a person may 


B. & B. 502 ; affirmed (1856), 6 E. & B. 338, Ex. Ch. ; and see E. S. 0., Ord. 
70, r, 2 ; compare llainet v. Fast India Co, (1856), 11 Moo. P. 0. C. 39 (party 
in custody under ca. sa, who acquiesced in arrangement whereby he was released 
on the ground of ill health, but remain under sheriff’s supervision, estopped 
from denying that he was all the time in custody) ; see also p. 364, ante, and 
cases there cited. 

(A) Meredith v. Ilodgee (1807), 2 Bos. & P, (n. k.) 453 ; Price v. Harwood 
(1811), 3 Oamp. 108 ; Walker v. Wilhughhy 6 Taunt. 630 ; Peeves v. Slater 

(1827), 7 B. & 0. 486; Coxy, Cannon (1838), 4 Bing. (n. o.) 453; Fishery, 
Magnay (1844), 5 Man. & G. 778; and see Jungheim, Hopkins & Co, y, 
FoOcelmann^ [190^ 2 K. B. 948, 957 ; compare Hewlett y, London County 
Couneil (1908), 24 T. L. E, 331. 

(0 As in Cornish v. Ahington (1859), 4 H. & N. 549 ; Waller v. Drakeford (1853), 
1 E. A B. 749; compare Milu v. Farber (187^, L. IL 8 Q. B. 77. As to 
partnership by estoppel, see Moilwo, March & Co, y. Court of Wards (1872), 
L. E. 4 P. 0. 419, 435, P. 0. ; Partnership Act, 1890 (53 & 54 Viet. c. 39), s. 14. 
As to agency by estoppel, see title Agency, Vol. I., p. 158. 

(m) Trickett y, Tomlinson (1863), 13 0. B. (n. s.) 663 ; Pe Bentley [Henry) 

Co, and Yorkshire Breweries^ Exjmrte Harrison (1893), 69 L. T. 204, 0. A. ; see 
also Little v. Sprfod5ary (1910), 102 L. T. 829; distinguish Re Consort Deep 
Level Odd Mines^ Ltd,^ Fx varte Stark, [1897J 1 Oh. 575, 0. A. TWe can be 
no such holding out to one who knows the precise limits of the agent's authority, 
even though the principal’s methods are such as to facilitate frauds by the 
agent [Pusso- Chinese Bank y, Li Yau Sam, [1910] A. 0. 174, P. C.). A 
patentee may be estopped by holding out an agent as authorised to sell a 
patented article free from oonditionB from insisting as against a purchaser from 
the agent that he had no such authority [Incandescent Oas Light Co, v. Cantelo 
n895T, 12E. F. 0. 262, as explained in Eodiacke Anilin und Soda Fabrik v. leler, 
[1906] 1 Oh. 605, per Buckley, J.,at p. 611 : affirmed, [1906] 2 Oh. 443, 0. A.). 

(n) Wilson v. West Hartlepool Harbour and Pail, Co, (1864), 34 Beav. 187, 193 ; 
affirmed (1865), 2 De G. J. & Sm. 475, 0. A., on the ground of particular ratifi- 
cation only. Where the agent is a managing director he may oe presumed to 
have, in the company’s commercial business, all the powers which he purports to 
exercise, provided the artibles, of which all the world must be taken to have 
notice [Mahony y. East Hoityford Mining Co. (1875), L. E. 7 H. L. 869, 893; and 
see IF^ifecAwrcA {George), Ltd. y. Cavanagh, [19021 A. 0. 117, 141), enable them 
to be given to him [Big^staff y. RowaU's Wharf, Ltd., [1896] 2 Oh. 93, 0. A. ; 
distinguished, iVemisr Bank, Ltd.y. CarlUm Mant^turing Co., Ltd., 
and Crabtree, Ltd,, [1909] 1 K. B. 106), having regard to the requirements as to 
negotiable instniments of the Oompanies (Oonsolidation) Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, 
0 . 69), s. 77. But he cannot be presumed to have powers in relation to what will 
confer a title to its shares [Wkitechureh [George), Ltd. y. Cavanagh, supra, at 
p. 130), The payment of a single bill accepted without authority will not estop the 
jparty paying from denying a similar signature to a second bill (Morris y. Bethdl 
(1869), L. E. 5 0* P. 47) ; seeus, where a course of business hM been tnade to 
appear (Barker v. Oingell (1800), 3 Eep. 60). 
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be bound by the unratified eontraot of an agent without real autho* ^ 

rity it must appear that his supposed authority was ostensible to the Estoppel by 
other contracting party, and relied on by him when he made his Bepresenta- 
contract. It is not enough that the agent has at one time had 
authority which was secretly withdrawn (o), or that he has autho- 
rity to contract with certain individuals (p)i if these facts were not 
known to the other party. 

551. Agency by estoppel is the foundation of the liability of a Liability u 
retired partner to those who have contracted with the firm in Partner, 
ignorance of his retirement, and on the faith of his continuing 
authority (q ) ; and where a new partner has joined the firm in his 

place, those who afterwards contract with it in ignorance of the 
change have the option of looking either to the members of the 
new firm, who are liable as the real principals in the transaction, 
or to the members of the old one, who are liable by estoppel ; but 
members of the old firm and the new firm are not jointly liable ; the 
other contracting parties cannot sue both, and having once made 
their election, with full knowledge, are concluded by it (r) . 

552. A statutory extension of the doctrine of agency by estoppel Factors Act, 
has been effected by the Factors Acts (consolidated by the Factors 

Act, 1889 («) ). These have established an exception to the rule that 
mere parting with possession of a chattel or a document of title 
does not estop the owner from setting up his title against a 
purchaser. Their effect is to enable a “mercantile agent," acting 
in the ordinary course of his business as such, who is with the 
consent of the owner in possession of goods or documents of title 
to goods, to make a valid disposition of them by way of pledge, 
sale, or exchange, to persons taking in good faith, and without 
notice of any want of authority (t). And for this purpose a 
consent once given is available, after it is withdrawn, to a 
person having no notice of withdrawal, and extends to documents 
obtained in exchange for goods or other documents held with such 
consent (u). 

553. Corresponding provisions have been made for the protection Other 
of persons dealing with others who are intrusted with goods for 
consignment or sale (a) ; with vendors who are suffered to retain 


(o) Miles Y. Mcllwraith (1883), 8 App. Oas. 120, 133, P. 0., approving Freeman 
T. Cooke (1848), 2 Each. 654, 664 ; compare Burais v. Constantine, [1908] 2 K. B. 
484, 499, 500, G. A. ; Edmundson v. Thompson (1861), 31 L, J, (EX.) 207. 

(p) Farquharson Brothers Co, v. King Co,, [1902] A. C. 325, 333. 

(o) Freeman v. Cooke, supra ; Pat txieralup Act, 1890 (53 A 54 Viet. e. 39), s. 36 ; 
and see title Partkersbip. Conversely, an agent wno signs a bill in a firm’s 
name may, by having held himself out as a partner, render himself personally 
liiible on it (Qurney v. Evans (1858), 3 H. A N. 122); see also title Aqekcy, 
Vil. L. pp. 159, 215. 

(r) Scarf v. Jardine (1882), 7 App. Gas. 345; followed, Jones y, Ashwin (1883), 
Cab. A £L 159 ; compare Fell v. Parkin (1882}, 52 L. J. (Q. B.) 99. 

(«) 52 A53yict. C.45. 

(<) lUd,, 8. 2 (1), 5. 
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possession of goods or documents of title (b) ; and buyers who are 
given premature possession of them (c). 

654. A further development of the doctrine of agency by 
estoppel is that one who provides an authorised agent with the 
indicia of an authority in excess of his actual authority cannot, as 
against persons who have, in dealing with him bond fide, altered 
their position on the faith of such indicia, deny that he had the 
larger authority. This rule has been illustrated in the case of 
negotiable instruments. Thus, if a man signs a blank stamped 
paper and hands it to an agent with authority to fill it up as a 
promissory note or bill of exchange for a limited sum, and the agent 
inserts a larger sum, but not exceeding what the stamp will cover, 
he will be estopped as against a bond fide holder for value who has 
taken the instrument after completion (d) from denying the agent’s 
authority to fill it up for that amount (e). The same principle is 
applicable where a negotiable instrument is issued with any material 
part left in blank (/'), and has been embodied, though perhaps 
not in its entirety, in the Bills of Exchange Act, 1882 (g), which 
establishes a statutory estoppel in favour of a holder in due course ’* 
to whom the completed instrument is negotiated (/t). Similarly, 
where an owner or pledgee of goods hands a delivery order with 
blanks in it to an agent with authority to fill them up, he will be 
estopped as against the warehouseman who has acted on it from 
proving that the authority was subject to a limit which has been 
exceeded (i). 

(5) Factors Act, 1889 (52 & 53 Viet. c. 45), s. 8 ; Sale of Goods Act, 1893 
(56 <k 57 Viet. o. 71), b. 25 (1), ameudiog the law as laid down in John9(yn v. 
Cridit LyonnaxB Co, (1877), 3 C. P. D. 32, 0. A. 

(r) Factors Act, 1889 (52 & 53 Viet. c. 46), s. 9 ; Sale of Goods Act, 1893 
(66 & 57 Viet. 0 . 71), s. 25 (2) ; compare OUlman^ 8i>encer & Co, v. Carbutt <k Co, 
(1889), 61 L. T. 281, 0. A. ; but queere whether this case would be followed 
having regard to the difference between the sections cited, and Factors Act, 
1877 ^0 S 41 Viet. 0 . 39), s. 5, for which they were substituted; M^Ewan v. 
Smith (1849), 2 H. L. Cas. 309, on which it was founded, was decided long 
before the date of the last-mentioned enactment ; see title Sale of Goods. 

(d) See France v. Clark (1884), 26 Ch. D. 257, 262, 0. A. ; London and South 
WtBiem Bank v. Wentworth (1880), 5 £x. D. 96. 

(e) Lloydi Bank, Ltd, v. Cooke, [1907] 1 K, B. 794, 0. A., applying Brockleaby 
V. Temi^ance Building Society, [1896] A. 0. 173 ; and see Swany. Forth BritUh 
AusircuaBian Co, (1863), 2 H. A 0. 183, 185, £x. Ch. ; Young v. Orote (1827), 
4 Bing. 263, as explained in Schdfield v. LmideBborough {Earl), [189^ A. 0. 514, 
by Lord Halsbuby, L.C., at p. 622; CoUxb v. Emett (1790), 1 Hy. Bl. 313; 
JixuBcl V. LangBtaffe (1780), 2 Doug. (x. B.) 514 ; Schultz v. Aellty (1836), 2 Bing. 
(N. 0.) 644. 

( /) France v. Clark, supra ; FobUt v. Mackinnon (1869), L. B. 4 0. P. 704, 
712; and see Orutchlg v. Mann (1814), 5 Taimt. 529. As to the effect of 
executing a blank form of transfer, see France v. Clark, Bupra, at p. 263 ; Bentinck 
V. London Joint Stock Bank, [1893] 2 Ch. 120, 0. A. 

(flf) 45 A 46 Viet. o. 61. 

(X) Ibid,, B. 20 (2). In Herdman v. Wheeler, [1902] 1 K. B. 361, it was held 
that a note was not ** ne^tiated ” to a payee bo as to give him the benefit of 
this section ; and in LeuSi v. Clay (1897), 67 L. J. (Q. B.) 224, Uiat a payee being 
an immediate party to the note was not a ** holder in due course.** The former 
of these oases was much considered in Lloyde Bank, Ltd,, v. Coolu, eupra 
(jMM especially the judgment of Moulton, L. J.) ; and neither of them, bo far as it 
dealt with these points, can now be relied on with confidence. 

(•) Union Credit Bank y. Mereey Doeke and ffarbour fioard, p899] 2 Q. B 
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555. And although, as has been seen, mere parting with 
possession of a chattel ( j), or of a document of title (k) other than a 
negotiable instrument (f), does not estop the owner from setting up 
his title against a purchaser for value, it is otherwise where an 
owner either by giving authority to some person to deal with goods 
as his own (in), or by neglect of some duty of precaution which he 
owes to those who may deal with that person, enables him to hold 
himself out as having not the possession only,' but the property (n). 
Where, for example, a person hands to another a document, purport- 
ing on its face to be transferable by delivery, he thereby represents 
that it will pass with a good title to anyone who takes it in good 
faith and for value, and is estopped as against such from denying its 
negotiability (o). 

556. The principles under discussion have frequently been 
applied to dealings by trustees and others in whom property is 
legally vested for special purposes. A trustee is not an agent: 
the fact that he has the legal estate is not a representation that he 
has authority to deal with it by mortgage or sale, which will prevent 
the cestui que trust from setting up his equitable title against that 
of a borrower or purchaser without notice of the trust, for trusts 
are an ordinary incident of life. Such persons can protect 
themselves by getting in the legal estate, but not on any ground 


205, applying Young v. Orote (1827), 4 Bing. 253, as explained by Lord 
IIalsbuhy, in Scholfidd v. Londeaborough (Kar/), [1896] A. C. 614; and dissent- 
ing from the ** aemble ” in the head>note to Swan v. North Britiah Auatralaaian 
Co, (1863), 2 H. & C.^ 183, Ex. Ch., in so far as it states that estoppel by 
executing instruments in blank is confined to negotiable instruments. 

(j) Weiner v. Gill, [1905] 2 K. B. 172, 183 ; affirmed, [1906] 2 K, B. 674, C. A. ; 
800 p. 379, ante; if it wero otherwise, as pointed out by Baay, J., there would 
have been no necessity for the Eactors Acts ; Truman v. Attenborough (1910), 
54 Sol. Jo. 682. 

{k) Kinga/ord v. Merry (1856), 1 H. & N. 503, Ex. Ch. ; see note (t), 
p. 379, ante, 

(l) Miller V. Itace (1759), 1 Burr. 452 ; Bills of Exchange Act, 1882 (45 & 40 
Viet. c. 61), B, 38 (2). 

(m) See Weiner v. Ilarria, [1910] 1 K, B. 285, C. A., per Earwell, L.J., at 
p. 295. 

(n) Hmderaon At Co. v. Wmiarna, [1895] 1 Q. B. 621, 525, 620, C. A.; 
Bahcocky. Lawson (1879), 4 Q. B. D. 394 ; affirmed, but not on this point (1880), 
5 Q. B. D. 284, C. A. ; National Mercantile Dank v. JIampaon (1880), 5 Q. B. V, 
177 ; Low V. McGill (1864), 10 L. T. 495 ; compare per Martin, B., lliggona v. 
Burton (1857), 26 L. J. (ex.) 342, 343 ; Waller v. Draleeford (1863), 1 E. & B. 
749 ; Kinga/(rtrd v. Merry, supra, seems to have been decided on a view of the 
facts which did not sufficiently regard this aspect of them ; see Henderson A Co, 
V. Williams, supra, at pp. 526, 527. See also France v. Clark (1884), 26 Ch. D. 
257, 264, 0. A. ; Fine Art Society v. Union Bank of London (1886), 17 Q. B. D. 
705, C. A., Lord Esher, M.K., at p. 710. 

(o) Goodwin v. Itobaris (1876), App. C«8. 476 ; Bumlioll v. Metropolitan Bank 
(1877), 2 Q. B. D. 194. This proposition was one of the grounds of decision 
in both these cases ; in neither, however, was it a necessary ground, as the 
documents were in each case held to be in fact negotiable ; and its correctness 
was doubted in Colonial Bank v. Cady and irt/Ziams (1890), 15 App. Cas. 267, 
by Ix>rd Bramwell, at p. 282 ; compare Re South Essex Estuary Co., Ex mrte 
(Jhorley (1870), L. B. 11 Eq. 157 (company having transfeiTed Lloyd’s bonus to 
a oontpmtor with the intention that they should be assignable, estop|)ed from 
disputing his title as against a purchaser from him) ; and see Crouch v. CrMU 
Fonrier of England (1873), L. B. 8 Q. B. 374, 384 (the decision in which case was 
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SWT. t. of estoppel (p). But where a person has been intrusted with title 
Estoppel hj deeds with authority to raise money on them, the owner of the 
Bepresenta* deeds cannot take advantage of any limitation of amount which he 
tion. placed upon the authority to raise money, as against a lender who 
had no notice of it and who has relied on the deeds (q) ; and this 
result is not affected by the fact that the borrower resorted to 
forgery for the purpose of carrying out the transaction, provided 
the lender is not compelled to rely on the forged document for 
his security (?*). And the same principle has been applied where 
the person intrusted with the deeds having authority not to borrow, 
but to deal with them by way of sale, uses them to obtain an 
advance for himself (s). 

Representa- 667. The commercial law attributed to those who put their 
tioni Implied names to negotiable instruments certain representations as 
tuSe necessarily implied from their conduct in doing so, and as every 

negotiable bond fide holder of such instruments is deemed to have given faith 
luBtrumeniu, signatures on the bill when he took it, each of the previous 

signatories is estopped as against him from denying the truth of 
those representations. This branch of estoppel is now embodied 
in the Bills of Exchange Act, 1882, the provisions of which have been 
fully dealt with elsewhere, and it is not necessary to repeat them (a). 

658. The act of a man in signing as acceptor a fictitious 
document in the shape of a bill of exchange expressed to be 

bill 

treated as overruled by Goodwin v. Ri^barta^ aupra^ in Bechuanaland Exploration 
Co, V. London Trading Bankt [1898] 2 Q. B. 658) ; see title Bills OF Exciianob 
ETC., Vol. II., pp. 668, 669. 

(/)) Shropahire Union Railwaya and Canal Co, v. R, (1875), L. E. 7 H. L. 
490, per Lord Caibnb, L.O., at pp. 607 — 609 ; Rimmer v. Wehaitr^ [1902] 2 Ch. 
103, 170 ; Burgia v. CWaw^iwe, [1908] 2 K. B. 484, 603, 0. A. 

(y) Brockleaby v. Temperance Building Society, [1895] A. 0. 173, following 
Beriy Herrick v. Attwood (1857), 2 I)e G. & J. 21, also followed, RoUnaon 
V. Montgomery ahire Brewery Co,, [1896] 2 Oh. 841 ; Brigga v. Joma (1870), Ij. R. 
10 £q. 92; Marahall v. National Provincial Bank of England (1892), 66 L. T. 
625 ; compare McHenry v. Daviea (1870), L. E. 10 Eq. 88. 

(r) Brockleaby v. Temperance Building Society, aupra, at p. 184. 

(a) Rimmer v. Wehater, supra, Faewell, J., puts the disability of the true 
owner to set up his title on the ground of negli^nce, but it seems rather 
to rest on a breach of duty to persons who may be invited to deal with his 
agent In this oase the transferor was also estopped by his acknowledg- 
ment in the transfer of the receipt of full purchase-money, as to which see 
p. 371, Lloyds Bank, Lid, v. Bullock, [1896] 2 Oh. 192. Distinguish 
Burgis v. Conatantine, aupra, where the authority had come to an end without 
beinjir exercised. 

{a) Bills of Exchange Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet o. 61), ss. 64 (2), 65, 88 (2) ; 
see title Bills of Exohakqe bto., Vol. 11., pp. 617, 618, 620. Reference 
may also be made to the following oases: Coilis ▼. Emett (1790), 1 Hy. BL 
313 (drawer of biU payable to fictitious payee) ; Drayton v. Dale (1823), 2 
B. a 0. 293 (oajraci^ of payM of note to indorse) ; Aahpitd v. Bryan (1864), 6 
B. A 8. 723, Ex. (jh. (wtwing and indorsement in name of de^ person, to 
knowledge of acceptor); Cooper t. Meyer (1830), 10 B. A 0. 468, 471 (acceptor 
and drawer's signature} ; PiU t. Chappdow (1841), 8 M. A W. 616 (capacity of 
drawer) ; Sanderaon r, CoRman (1842), 4 Man. A G. 209, 219 (genend principle 
stated) ; Philip v, Im Tkum (1865), 18 0. B. (w. s.) 694, 701 (acceptance for 
honour) ; MacGregor v. Rhodes (1866), 6 E. A B. 266 (indorser and prior indorse- 
ment); Bmnan v. Duck (1843), 11 M. A W. 261 ; ana Garland v. Jaeomb (1873), 
L. E. 8 £xch. 216, £x. uh. (capacity of drawer to indorse, but not the actual 
indorsement). 
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payable at his bank, so accredits the document as genuine that the 
banker is entitled as his agent to be indemnified by his customer 
against the consequences of payment to a person presenting the 
document with the apparent indorsement of the supposed payee ; 
and the case is strengthened where, besides attaching his signature 
to the bill, the customer has advised the bank that it is coming 
forward for payment (h). 

559. As, on the one liand, a person may estop himself from 
denying that a transaction entered into by an ostensible agent was 
for his account, so on the other a principal may be precluded from 
asserting that fact; and the rule(c) that one who purchases from 
or otherwise gives credit to an agent, under the belief induced by 
the conduct or authority of the principal that the agent is dealing 
on his own account, is entitled to set off his debt against the 
agent's debt to him rests on the doctrine of estoppel (d). 

560. Mere silence or inaction is not, in the absence of a duty 
to speak, such conduct as amounts to a representation (e). But it 
may be the duty of one whose consent to a particular act is required 
not to stand by, when he knows it has been done without his consent, 
so long as to induce others to do that from which otherwise they 
might have abstained; and he cannot afterwards question the 
legality of the act, to the prejudice of those who have so given faith 
to the fair inference to be drawn from his conduct (/). 

A duty to speak arises whenever a person knows that another 


(b) Bank of England v. Vagliano BrotherSt [1891] A. 0. 107, distinguishing 
JluharU v. racAw(1851), 16 Q. B. 560, Ex, Ch. (payment of a genuine bill with a 
for^d indorsement, to which the customer hoid not contributed), and af>plying 
Ireland v. Livingston (1872), L. B. 6 H. L. 395 ; see titles Aoenoy, Vol. 1., 
p. 164 ; Bankess and Banking, Vol. I., p. 614. 

(c) George v. Clagett (1797), 7 Term Eop. 359 ; 2 Smith, L. 0., 11th ed., p. 138 ; 
see title Agency, Vol. 1., p* 210. So an agent may estop himself from denying 
that he contracted as principal {Gurney v. Evans (1858), 3 H. & N. 122). 

(//) C(M>ke V, Eshelhy (1887), 12 App. Cas. 271, per Lord Watson, at p. 278, 
quoting Bowen, L. J., in S. C. (not reported) ; duhitante, Lord FiTZOERALD. Tlie 
rule was acted on in Montagu v. Forwood^ [1893] 2 Q. B. 350, in favour of one who 
collected average contributions for an apparent principal who was indebted to 
him, applying George v. Clagett ^ supra ; Rahone v. Williams (1785), 7 Term Rep. 
360, n. ; recognised in Fish v. Kemvton (1849), 7 0. B. 687. 

(e) Proctor v. Bennis (1887), 36 Cn. D. 740, 761, 0. A. (patentee not bound to 
give notice of his patent righto unless he knows another person is acting and 
spending his money in ignorance of them) ; Polak v. Everett (1876), 1 Q. B. D. 
669, 675, 0. A., per Blackburn, J, ; Barton v. London and North Western 
Railway (1889), 24 Q. B. D. 77 (not answering letter) ; Re Lewis, Lewis v. 
Lewis, [1904] 2 Oh. 656, C. A. (executor not bound to disclose gift over to 
himself) ; Sheridan v. New Quay Co, (1858), 4 C. B. (N. 8.) 618, 648, 649; 
Re Walker (1910), 26 T. L. R. 260 (mere attendance of dissenting creditors at 
meeting called by trustee under deed of assignment does not estop from relying 
on deed as act of bankruptcy) ; compare Provincial Insurance Co. of Canada v, 
Leduc (1874), L. R. 6 P. C. 224. 

(/) Caimcross v. Lorimer (1860), 3 Macq. 827, 829 (members of congregation 
precluded from maintaining an action for property wnich had been enjoyed by 
a Free Church minister, inducted with their acquiescence) ; compare Rule v. 
Jewell (1881), 18 Ch. D. 660, following Prendergast v. Turton (1841), 1 Y. 5b C. 
Ch. Cas. 98 ; on appeal (1843), 13 L. J. (ch.) 268, which was distinguished in 
Clarks and Chapman v. Hart (1858), 6 H. L. Cas. 633, the principle being approved, 
see p^ Lord Wensletdale, at p. 670, citing also Norway v. Howe (1812), 19 Ves. 
144 (irregular forlaiture of shares in cost-book mining company) ; compare Jones 


Sect. 3. 
Estoppel by 
Representa- 
tion. 


Protection 
of persons 
dealing with 
agent as 
principal. 


Acquiescence 
inferre<l 
from silence. 



Estoppel. 


Beot. 2. 
Estoppel by 
Representa* 
tion. 


Eqaitablo 
doctrine of 
•Umding by. 


is acting on an erroneous assumption of some authority given or 
liability undertaken by the former, or is dealing with or acquiring 
an interest in property in ignorance of his title to it (g). It is 
the duty of a man who knows that another is relying on a 
document bearing a counterfeit of his signature to give notice of 
the forgery without delay (A). So the receipt of an invoice indi- 
cating that a tradesman has been supplying goods in the erroneous 
belief that the recipient has authorised their purchase imi)oses on 
him the duty of at once correcting the error (?). A fortiori, it is the 
duty of a man who by his own mistake has led another into an 
erroneous belief to correct it as soon as the mistake has been 
discovered (A). And one who culpably stands by and allows 
another to bold himself out to the world as the owner of property, 
and thereby to sell it to a bond fide buyer, cannot afterwards assert 
his title against the latter (0- On a similar, but not identical 
principle, for they founded on their jurisdiction to relieve against 
fraud (m), courts of equity would not permit an owner of property 
who had knowingly allowed another person to enter into a 
contract for its purchase, or for the advance of money upon 

V. North Vancouver Land and Improvement Co., [1910] A. 0. 317, P. 0. But in order 
that a person may be precluded by acquiescence from assertiog his legal rights 
against another, it is necessary that he should be fully aware of the course 
wiiich the latter is pursuing {Lynch v. CommiBSumers of Sewers of City of London 
(ISBo), 32 Oh. D. 72, 0. A.). In considering whether silence or inaction is such 
as to give rise to an estoppel, it must be remembered that there is a distinction 
between executed and executory interests ; where the assistance of a court of 
equity is invoked by a person for the purpose of giving effect to the latter the 
coini will refuse relief if there is anything that amounts to laches on his part 
It is far otherwise where executed intorosts are concerned (Ci^ur^ and Chapman 
v. Hart (1858), 6 II. L. Cos. 633, per liord Chelmsford, L.C., at pp. 656, 656, 
citing with approval the limitations laid down in Freeman v. CWcc(1848), 2 
Bxch. 654, 664^ 

(j 7 ) Stroud V. Stroud (1844) 7 Man. & O. 417. 

(h) ATKenzie v. liritiah Linen Co. (1881), 6 App. Cas. 82, 109 (but he may 
excuse himself for delay by showing that the other is in no worse position in 
consequence of it(t5W.)2; and see Ogilviey. West Australian Mortgage and Agency 
Ctirporation, [1896] A. U. 257, P. C. ; Ewing {WiUiam) Co. v. />ominion Bank, 
[1904] A. 0. 806, P. 0. ; and title Bills of ^chakoe etc., Vol. II., p. 512. 

(i) Cornish v. Ahington (1859), 4 II. & N. 619. 

(A:) Skyring v. Greenwood (1825), 4 B. & C. 281 (army agents erroneously 
CTMiting customer with money not received) ; compare Ashby v. Day (1886), 54 
L. T. 408, 0. A. (duty of directors, guarantors of company’s liability, to 
communicate change in the identity of the company ; so that they were estopped 
from insistuig that the guarantee had been put an end to by the change). 

(/) Gregg v. Wells (1839), 10 Ad, & El. 90 ; Low v. McQUl (1864), 10 L. T. 
496 ; Bichards v. Johnston (1859), 4 H. & N. 660 ; WeUler v. Drah^ord (1853), 1 
E. & B. 749, The difficulty arises in applying the principle, and determining 
what standing by is culpable. ** Culpably is not equivalent to ** knowingly, 
though knowingly to stand by would be culpable, ana in most cases fraudiuent. 
It appears to mean ** under circumstances coating a duty in the true owner to 
guora against the person in possession making a dishonest use of Ms oppor- 
tunities^’ ; see note (f), p. 398, post. See on the one hand Henderson db Co. v. 
?r«7/fams, [1895] I Q. B. 521, 0. A. ; and on the other Kingsford v. Merry (1856), 
1 H. ft N. 503, Ex. Ch. ; and Farquharson Brothers ft Co. v. King ft Co,, 119021 
A. 0. 326, 

(m) WilhnoU v, /Jorfter (1880), 15 Ch. D. 105 ; and see Proctor v, Bennie (1887), 
36 On. D, 740, 0. A., per Bowen, L.J., at p. 761, as to the difference between 
estoppel and the equitable doctrine of acquiescence ; and compare JDe Bussche v. 
AH (1878), 8 Ch. D. 286, 314, 0. A. (acquiescence must be before the act com- 
plained of is done, and before a cause of action accrues). 
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it (n), in ignorance of the former’s title, afterwards to set up that 
title to the prejudice of the purchaser ; and, because it was founded 
on fraud, the rule applied equally when the person guilty of it was 
under the disability of infancy or coverture (o) ; nor would they 
allow one who had stood by with the knowledge that another was 
expending money on his land under a mistaken belief as to his own 
rights, and in ignorance of those of the true owner, afterwards to 
assert his title without at least making compensation for the money 
so expended, or otherwise doing equity to him who had laid it 
out (p). 

561. The effect of silence or inaction in concluding a person 
has been considered in cases where there is a right of election 
between two courses. Here, again, mere silence does not amount 
to an election, but it is the duty of one who has to make an election 
not to lie by so long as to lead some other person, whether the 
party against whom the election is to be made or another, to alter 
his position in the belief that the first named has elected to let 
things remain as they are ; and by so doing he will be precluded 
from making a different election (q). 

In this connection reference may be made to marine insurance 
cases. Underwriters on receiving notice of abandonment may 
elect \^ether to accept or reject it. In this case mere silence is 
equivalent to rejection, so they need not give notice of it ; but they 
may so conduct themselves as to be precluded from denying that 
they have accepted (r). 

Again, a person who gives credit to an agent whom he knows to 
have a principal behind him is entitled, though he does not know 
the latter’s name, to rely on his credit, and, on discovering who he is, 
may elect whether to look to the principal or the agent ; but if he 
has by his conduct led the principal to believe that he looked to the 
agent alone for payment, and has thereby induced him either to pay 

(n) In Edmands v. Best (1862), 7 L. T. 279, the contract was for a mortgage 
of chattels. 

(o) Savage Y, Foster (1723), 9 Mod. Eep. 35 ; Mifls v. Fox (1887), 37 Ch. I), 
153, 167; notes to Barrowes y. Locke (1805), 10 Ves. 470; 1 Wnite & Tud. 
L. C., 7th ed., at p. 469 ; and note (s), p. 380, ante. 

(p) Oxford's (Earl) Case (1615), 1 Eep. Ch. 1 ; 1 White & Tud. L. 0., 7th ed., 
730; notes to Burr*/wes v. Locke f supra; llamsden v. Dyson (1866), L. E. 1 
H. li. 129, 140, 141, 168. Where to the knowledge of the owner a person builds 
on the land in reliance upon an invalid lease, or a supposed right to call for a 
leajse, the owner who knowingly allowed him to go on in that belief will be 
compelled to make it good (t6id., at p. 142). See this subject fully treated 
under title Equity, pp. 166, 167, ante ; also Mold v. Wkeatcroft (1859), 27 Beav. 
510 ; Sheridan v. Barrett (1879), 4 L. E. Ir. 223. 

(q) Clough V. London and Norih JVesfern Bail, Co. (1871), L. E. 7 Exch. 26, 35, 
Ex. Ch. ; implied, Morrison y. Universal Marine Insurance Co. (1873), L. E. 8 Exch. 
197, 204, Ex.Ch.; Lindsay PetroUum Co. y. Hurd (1874), L. E. 5 P. C. 221; 
Aaron's Beefs y. Twiss, [1896] A. C. 273, 290, 294 ; and see Chgnoweth's Case 
(1880), 15 Ch. D. 13, 0. A. (company estopped by delay and acting on fraudu* 
lent transfer from refusing to recognise it) ; Brailey y. Bhodesia Uonsolidateti, 
lAd.^ [1910] 2 Ch. 95 (defective notice of dissent from reconstruction scheme) : 
Forman db Co. Proprietary v. Skip ** Liddesdale," [1900] A. C. 190, P. C. ; Civil 
Service Musical Instrument Assoaation v. Whiteman (1899), 68 L. J. (cii.) 484. 

(r) Provincial Insurance Co. of Canada v. Leduc (1874], L. U. 6 P. 0. 224, 237 ; 
Hudson y. Harrison (1821), 3 Brod. & Bing. 97 ; Marine Insurance Act, 1906 
(6 Edw. 7, e. 41), s. 62 (5) ; see title Insuuakcx. 
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tbe agent or to leave money in his hands, he is preolnded from after- 
viatds suing the principal («). 

Stjb-Sbot, A.^Estoppd ly Negligence. 

662. Before anyone can be estopped by a representation inferred 
from negligent conduct, there must be a duty to use due care 
towards the party misled, or towards the general public of which he 
is one. A person who does not lock up his goods, which are con- 
sequently stolen, may be said to be negligent as regards himself, 
but inasmuch as he neglects no duty which the law casts upon him, 
he is not in consequence estopped from denying the title of those 
who may have purchased those goods from the thief, unless it be 
in market overt (f). 

(«) Marfarlane v. Oiannacopulo (1858), 3 H. & N. 860; Irvine v, IVataon 
(1880), 5 Q. B. D. 102, 414, 0. A., per Bowen, J., at p. 105, following 
ileald V. Kenworthy (1855), 10 Exch. 739, 7*16, and commentiDg on the dkta in 
ThoTMon V. Davenport (1829), 9 B. & 0. 78 ; Wyatt v. Hertford (Marquis) 
(1802), 3 East, 147. Where toe creditor contracted with the agent in ignorance 
that he had a principal, so that he gave him exclusive credit in the first instance, 
the principal is relieved of liability, without the intervention of any misleading 
oonduct on the part of the creditor, if before recourse is had to him he has 
settled in account with his (Armstrong y. Stokes (1872), L. E. 7 CL B. 598, 
as explained by Bowen, J., in Irvine Watson^ supra^ an authority wh^, how- 
ever, seems to be still open to review (Irvine v. Watson^ supTa, at pp. 417, 
421) ) ; see title Agency, Vol. L, pp. 209, 210. 

(t) Swan V. North British Australasian Co, (1863), 2 H. A G. 175, Ex. Oh., 
^ llLACKBURN, J., at p. 181 (the exception is not a case of estoppel), quoting 
Pahke, B., in Freeman v. Cooke (1848), 2 Exch. 654, 657 ; approved, Arnold v. 
Cheque Bank (1876), 1 0. P. D. 578, 587 ; Johnson v. CrSdit Lyonnais Co, (1877), 
3 0. P. D. 32. 42, 0. A. ; Bell v. Marsh, [1903] 1 Ch. 528, 641, C. A. ; see also 
Bank of Ireland (Governor & Co.) v. Evane Charities in Ireland (Trustees) (\%bb), 
511. L. Gas. 389, 410; Scholfiela v. Londeshorough (Earl), [1896] A. C. 514, 522, 
537 ; Union Credit Bank v. Mersey Docks and Harbour Board, [1899] 2 Q. B. 206, 
214 ; Longman v. Bath Electric Tramways, Ltd., [1905] 1 Gh. 646, 736, 0. A. ; 
Smith V. Prosser, [1907] 2 K. B. 161, 746, C. A. ; Had v. West-End Advance 
Co. (1883), Gab. & Kl. 161, 165; and the judgments in Be North British 
Australasian Co., Ex parte Swan (1859), 7 C. B. (n. 8.) 400, where the court was 
equally divided ; compare Ze Xifvre v. Gould, fl893J 1 Cl. B. 491, 497, 0. A.; 
Way V. Great Eastern Bail. Co. (1876), 1 Q. B. I). 692, 695. 

Much of the difiiculty in applying ^e law of estop]:^! bv negligence has 
arisen from a too literal acceptance of the broad principle laid down by 
Ashurst, j., in Lickharroiv v. Mastm (1787), 1 Smith, L. 0., 1 Itn ed., 693, at p. 701 , 
Ex. Gh. A H. L. ; 2 Term Bep. 63, at p. 70, ** that wherever one of two innocent 
persons must suffer by the acts of a third, he who has enabled such person to 
occasion the loss must sustain it.** That case turned not upon estoppel, but 
upon the negotiable element of bills of lading, by reason of wnich the property 
they represent^ (though not any contract) was transferable by indorsement ; 
but the decision might be supported on the ground of estoppel (indeed, 
Ashurst, J., though ne does not use the expression, treats the bill of lading 
as being ** negotiable by estoppel,'* just as the scrip was, according to the second 
grotmd of the decision, negotiable in Goodwin v. Buharis (1876), 1 App. Gas. 
476), the bill of lading having been issued by the shipper with the intention 
that it should be acted on by a purchaser from the consignee, and it having 
been acted on by him in the manner intended by the shipper. Having regara 
to the facta before the Court, and to the rest of his judgment, the princi]de was 
stated by Ashurst, J., with sufBcient accuracy for the purposes of that case; 
and it has been properly applied in many cases (see e.g., Nash v. de FrevUle, 
[1900] 2 Q. B. 72, 83, C. A.; Bimmtr v. Wthster, [1902] 2 Oh. 163, 173; and 
^mpare Babcock v. Lawson (1879), 4 Q. B. D. 394, 401, and Buryis v. 
ConAfantifff, [1908] 2 K. B. 484, 0. A.). On the other hand, tbsre have been 
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Persons who issue documents with a certain mercantile meaning Sbot. 2 . 
attached to them, e.g.i delivery orders, owe a duty to merchants Estoppel by 
and others likely to deal with those documents to use due care in Espresenta- 
their issue; and a railway company, or warehouseman, issuing 
duplicate orders for the same goods may be estopped from denying 
that they had two parcels, to the prejudice of one who has advanced 
money on the faith of the duplicate (a). So, if in the course of 
business a man volunteers a statement upon which in the like 
course another may probably act, it is his duty to take reasonable 
care that the statement is correct (b). 

563. But a corporation, which permits its secretary to have the No duty 
custody of its seal, is not guilty of such negligence as will estop it 
against persons who have acted on unauthorised transfers executed a^inst 
l)y him under that seal from denying that they are forgeries ; for dishonesty, 
it owes no duty to such persons in that regard (c). 

occasions when a too literal acceptance of its terms has led to error (see 
e.g., the dissentient judgment of Keating, J., in Swan v. North British 
Australasian Go. (1863), 2 H. & 0. 175, Ex. Ch. ; Farquharsm Brothers 
Co. V. King & Co., [1901] 2 K. B. 697, 0. A. ; reversed, [1902] A. 0. 325), and 
the necessity for some qualification has been frequently recognised (see the 
judgment of Far well, J., in Bimmer v. Webster ^ [1902] 2 Ch. 163, at p. 169; 

Farquharson Brothers & Go. v. King & Go., supra, per Vaughan Williams, L. J., 
at p. 713, and [1902] A. 0. 325, per Lord Lindlev, at p. 342; Hall y. 

West- End Advance Go. (1883), Cab. & El. 161, per Watkin Williams, J., at 
p. 165). Lord IIalsbury (see Farquharson Brothers & Go. v. King db Go., 

[1902] A. 0. 325, 332, and Henderson Go. v. Williams, [1895] 1 Q. B. 521, 

C. A., at p. 629) evidently prefers the expression of Savage, C.J., in Root v. 

French (1835), 13 Wendell, 670, at p. 572 : “When one of two innocent persons 
must suffer from the fraud of a third, he shall suffer who, by his indiscretion, 
has enabled such person to commit the fraud.” The words in italics add an 
important qualification to the proposition laid down by Ashurst, J. But it is 
apparent, having regard to the principles stated in the text, and the numerous 
authorities referred to in the notes, tnat even they do not make it universally 
true. Probably the various conditions necessary to establish a case of estoppel 
by statement or by conduct cannot be more succinctly stated, having regard to 
the necessity of combining elasticity with precision, than in the judgments of 
Parke, B., in Freeman v. Cooke (1848), 2 Exch. 654, and Blackburn, J., in 
Swan V. North British Australasian Co., supra. 

(a) Coventry v. Great Eastern Rail. Co. (1883), 11 Q. B. D. 776, C. A. 

(/>) Seton V. Lafone (1887), 19 Q. B. D. 68, 0. A. (erroneous statement by 
defendant warehousemen that goods which in fact had been parted with lay at 
their warehouse, and were Uable to be sold for charges. Plaintiff thereupon 
bought the warrant for the goods, and defendants were estopped from averring 
that they had not got them when they made the statement). 

(c) Bank of Ireland {Governor CoH) v. Evans" Charities in Irdand {Trustees) 

(1865), 5 II. L. Cas. 389 (explaining, at pp. 411, 414, Coles v. Bank of England 
(1830), 10 Ad. & £1. 437, as a case of ratification); followed. Merchants of the 
Staj^ of England {Mayor tic.) v. Bank of England {Governor Co.) (1887), 21 
Q. B. D. 160, 0. A. ; compare Arnold v. Cheque Bank (1876), 1 C. P. D. 678 
(alleged negligence in custody of draft, and in not sending separate letter of 
advice) ; Bechuanaland Exploration Co. v. London Trading Bank, [1898] 2 Q. B. 

668 (negotiable instrument stolen by secretary who kept key) ; PaUnt Safely 
Gun Catlan Co. v. Wilson (1880), 49 L J. (o. B.) 713 (no duty to the public not 
to employ clerk who has Mn guilty of dishonesty ; or while doing so, to lock 
up cheques) ; Lewes Sanitary Steam Laundry Co. v. Barclay dk Co. (1906), 95 
L. T. 444 ; Kepitigalla Rubber Estates, Ltd. v. National Bank of India, Ltd.^ 

[1909] 2 IL B. 1010 (alleg^ negligence in custody of rubber stamp, the pro* 
peiiy of one director, and in not checking pass-book). 
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Estoppel. 


8«ot. 2. So the acceptor of a bill of exchange owes no duty to subsequent 
Estoppel by holders to take precautions to prevent the amount from being 
Bepresenta- fraudulently increased (d), and though, having regard to the con- 
ti®®* tractual relation between them, there may be a duty owing by the 
customer of a bank to his banker, such that if the former, by any 
act of his (e), or by neglect of some act usual in the course of deal- 
ing between them, induces the banker to act on a forged document, 
he may be prevented from setting up his own act or neglect to the 
prejudice of the latter (/), yet it is not negligence for the customer 
merely to sign a cheque in such form that somebody else can 
tamper with it(^^). The protection against forgery is not the 
vigilance of parties excluding the possibility of committing it, but 
the law of the land (h). 


Ncglipfcncc 
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664. A second essential condition of estoppel by negligence is 
that the negligence must be in the transaction itself, and a third, 
which is so closely connected with the second that it is impossible 
to treat them separately, is that the negligence must not only be 
calculated to have the misleading effect attributed to it, but must 
be the proximate or real cause of that result (i). 


((i) Schnifield V. Londeshorough (^Earl)^ [1896] A. C. 614. 

(f) E.g.^ by advising forged bills as coming forward for payment {Bank of 
England v, Vagliano Brothers, [1891] A. C. 107). 

(/) Schulfidd V. Londeshorough {Eorl), supra, per Lord IIalsbury, L.C., at 
pp. 628, 624, per Lord Watson, at p. 637 ; and see Bank oj England v, Vagliano 
Brdhers, supra, per Lord Sei.bohne, at pp. 123, 124. 

(< 7 ) Colonial Bank of Australasia, Ltd, v. Marshall, [1906] A. 0. 659, P, 0.; 
and see Schol/ield v. Londeshorough {Earl), supi’a, at p. 632. The judgments in 
Young v. Qrote (1827), 4 Bing. 263, and Halifax Union v. Wheelwright (1875), 
]i. 11. 10 Exch. 183, so far as they affiimod the contrary of the proposition stated 
in the text, must now be considered as ovomiled ; see Smith v. Prosser, [1907] 
2 K. B. 736, 746, per Yavouas^ Williams, L.J, Young v. Grote, supra, can 
only be supported on the ground stated by Lord Halsbury in Scholfield v. 
Londeshorough (Karl), supra, at p. 623 ; Imperial Bank of Canada y. Bank of 
JIamilton, [1903] A. 0. 49, P. (5. The same principle has been applied to a 
delivery order addressed to a warehouseman [Union Credit Bank v. Mersey Docks 
and Harhimr Board, [1899] 2 Q. B. 205 (a very instructive case, illustrating 
both aspects of Young v. Orote, supia, and showing where it may be relied on as 
authority, an<l where it fails)). The judgment in Colonial Bank of Australasia, 
Ltd, V. Marshall, supra, and some of the dicta on which it is founded, have, 
however, been severely criticised ; see Law Quarterly Beview (1907), Vol. 
XXIII., p. 390. 

(h) Colonial Bank of A ustrcdasia. Ltd, v. Marshall, supra, at n. 668, quoting 
Bovill, C.J., SitciHi OInirale v. Metropolitan Bank (1873), 27 L. T. 849, 866 ; 
compare Kepitigalla Rubber Estates, Ltd. y. National liank of India, Lid,, [1909] 
2 K. B. 1010. 1023. 

(t) Bank of Ireland (Oovemor dk Co,) v. Evans' Charities in Ireland (Trustees) 
(1866), 6 II. L. Gas. o89, per Parke, B., at p. 410, in delivering the opinions 
of the judges; Suxin v. North British Australasian Co. (1862), 7 H. & N. 603, 
633 (proposition of Wilde, B., as qualified by Bijickburn, J., S. C. (1863), 2 
II. & 0. 176, at p. 182, Ex, Ch.); Carr y. London and North Western Rail. Co, 
(1876), L.E. 10 0. P.307,318: Kepitigalla Rubber Estates, Ltd. y. Naiionai 
Bank of India, Ltd,, suftra. The expression ** proximate cause used in the 
4th proposition in that case was explained in Seton y. Lafone (1887), 19 Q. B. D* 
68, C. A., by Brett, M.E., at p. 71, with the approval of tne other members 
of the 0. A., to mean **reaf cause.” See also note (f), p. 398, ante, and 
succeeding notes; Swan y. North British Australasian Co., supra; see the effect 
statei], p. 412, vost, following Bank of Ireland (Qovernor dk Co.) v. Evasuf 
CharUiea fa Ireland {TrusUss), supra ; and Tayler y. Oreat Indian Peninsular 



Part V.— Estoppel in Pais. 


401 


On this principle, as well as on the grounds mentioned in the 
preceding paragraph, a bank having certified (as drawn against 
sufficient assets) a cheque with blank spaces in it which enabled the 
drawer afterwards to increase the amount for which it was drawn, 
was not estopped from denying to a bond fide holder that it was 
certified only for the original sum (k). And the appointment by a 
company of a secretary known to have once committed forgery, and 
trusting him with the company’s books, who takes advantage of his 
position to forge a cheque on the company’s bankers, is not 
sufficiently in the transaction ; nor is it the proximate cause of the 
bank’s parting with its money, so as to give rise to an estoppel (Q. 


SISOT. 2. 

Estoppel bs 
Hepresenta* 
tlon. 


565. The principles under consideration have been frequently 
applied in cases where there has been want of care, or of precaution, 
which in the result turned out to have been necessary, in the custody 
of negotiable instruments. The conduct of a person who leaves 
a cheque signed in blank in an unlocked drawer, from which it is 
stolen by a thief who fills it up (m), or who when preparing a draft 
for post omits to forward a separate letter of advice, which would 
enable the intended receiver of the draft to stop payment in the 
event of its being abstracted and an indorsement being forged (n), 
is not the proximate cause of the loss which ensues, and does not 
estop him from setting up the facts. So giving a blank note 
for safe custody pending instructions, and with no present 
authority to issue it, to an agent who issues it without having 
received such instructions, does not render the maker liable by 
estoppel (o). On d fortiori grounds a person whose signature is, 
by fraudulent statements that he is signmg for some different pur* 
pose, obtained to a document which is in fact a promissory note, so 
that he has no idea of actually or potentialljjr binding himself by 
contract, is not estopped as against a holder m due course, either 


Neglect in 
preparation 
or custody of 
negotiable 
instruments. 


llaiL Co, (1859), 4 De G. & J. 669, 0. A. (transfer signed with blanks is not, when 
hlled up, the transferor's deed, and he is not estopped from saying so aeainst 
persons who take it with any of the blanks renainiug, for they must be taken to 
know of the invalidity), disapproving, at p. 182, CoUa v. Bank of England (1839), 
10 Ad. & El. 437; and followed in Hcul v. West- End Advance Co. (1883), Cab. 
& EL 161 (mortgagee of life policy handed it to mortgagor for verbal altera- 
tions, and forgot to get it back again) ; Longrmn v. Bath Electric Tramway Lid,^ 
[1905] 1 Ch. 646, C. A (company permitting transferor of shares to obtain 
possession of certificates, whereoy he was enabled to make a second and fraudu- 
lent transfer of them). 

(A) Imperial Bank of Canada v. Batik of Hamilton, [1903] A. 0. 49, P. 0., follow- 
ing Schdfield V. Londeahorough [Earl), [189^ A. 0. 614; see KepitigcUla Rubber 
E^aiee, Ltd, v. National Bankof Indian Ltd,, [1909] 2 K. B. 1010 ; and p. 399, ante. 

(0 Lewta Sanitary Steam Laundry Co, v. Barclay Co, (1906), 95 L. T. 444, 
citing from Lord Halsbuby's judgment in Batik of England v. Vagliano 
Brothere, [1891] A. C. 107, at p. 116, **The carelessness of the customer, or 
his neglect to take precauhons, unconnected with the act itself, cannot be put 
forwara by the banker as justifying his own default.” 

(m) Baxmdaie v. BenneU (1878), 3 Q. B. D. 626, 0. A. Itseemsthatit would 
be otherwise if the instrument nad been completed before it was stolen ; see 
Ingham v. Primroee (1869), 7 0. B. (n. 8.) 82, 86, 

(n) Arnold v. Cheqvo Bank (1876), 1 0. P. D. 578. 

(o) Smith V. Proeaer, [1907] 2 K B. 736, 0. A As already pointed out, 
where there is authority to issue for any amount, the estoppel arises {Llcyd^i 
Bank, Lid, v. Cooke, [1907] 1 K. B. 794, 0. A ; see p. 392, anU). 
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ESTOPPEti. 


saoT. 2. i,y the Bills of Exchange Act or at common law, from proving the 
Estoppel by true circumstances (p). 

Bepresenta- Different considerations apply where the document relied on as a 
flop- negotiable instrument has been completed (q) by the defendant, or 
handed to an agent with authority to fill it op and issue it. In 
these cases an estoppel, as has been seen, arises most usually from 
the authority which may be presumed to have been given (r). It 
may, however, arise from negligence. A person who pays what is 
due on a negotiable instrument, not apparently overdue, owes a 
duty to the public to obtain it from the holder, or to see that it is 
cancelled ; and if after payment he leaves it in the hands of the 
holder, he will be estopped, as against a subsequent bond yfde holder 
for value, from showing that it has been paid (s). 

Sbot. 8. — Estoppel between Particular Persons. 

Sub-Seot. 1. — Landlord and Tenant 

666. Generallyi a tennot is estopped from disputing the title at 
the time of the demise of the landlord by whom he has been let into 
possession (a). This estoppel is not confined to leases by deed {h\ 
and applies to tenancies from year to year, at will, or on sufferance, 
as well as to leases for years (c) ; and anyone holding under a 


Ettopnel 
binds lessor 
«nd lessee. 


(p) Lewie v. Clay (1897), 67 L. J. (q. b.) 224 (defendant informed that he 
was witnessing something which he was not allowed to see), following Foster v. 
Mackinmm (1867), L. E. 4 0. P. 704. 

(7) Bills of Exchange Act, 1882 (46 & 46 Viet, c, 61), s. 21 (2); Ingham v. 
Primrose (1869), 7 0. B. (n. s.) 82, 85, but the decision in this case was dissented 
from by Bkett, L.J., in Baxendale t. Dennett (1878), 3 Q. B. D. 625, 0. A. 

(r) See p. 392, anie, 

{s) Nash V. de FreviUe, ri900] 2 Q. B. 72, 0. A. ; “ Estoppel is the foundation of 
the rights arising upon the unauthorised transfer of negotiable instruments ** 
{ibid*, per Oollutb, L.J., at p. 89, citing Btissel v. Langstoffe (1780), 2 Doug. 
(k. b.) 614 ; Schultz v. Astl^ (1836), 2 Bing. (n. C.) 644); Ingham v. Primrose, 
supra (acceptor, on bill being returned to him after issue, having tom it in 
two, intending to cancel it, but in such manner that it might have been done 
for safe transmission by post, held liable to a bond fide holder; aliter, where the 
bill was torn in four pieces {Scholey y. Jtamsbottom (1810), 2 Camp. 486). But 
this was not the view of the Court of Exchequer in Marston y. Allen 0841), 
8M. AW. 494, 604). ' 

(a) Itawlin's Case (1587), Jenk. 254 ; Syllivan y, Stradling (1764), 2 Wils. 208; 
Friend y. Eastabrook (1777), 2 Wm. Bl. 1152 ; notes to Veale y. TFortier (1669), 1 
Wms. Saund. 323, 327 (1871 ed,, pp. 675, 680); Cooke y. Loxley (1792), 6 Term 
Eep, 4 ; Barwiek d. Bichmond Corporation y. Thompson (1798), 7 Term ttep. 488 ; 
Doe d. Knight y. Smythe {Lady) (1816), 4 M. A S. 347 ; Parry y. House (1817), 
Holt (n. b,), 489; AUhome y, Chtnme (1824), 2 Bing. 64 ; A,*G,y,IIotham {Lord) 
(1823), Turn. A B. 209, 219 ; Fleming y. Oozing (1834), 10 Bing. 649 ; Cooper y. 
Blandy (1834), 1 Bing. (N. G.) 45; Doe d. Manvers {Earl) y. Mizem (1837), 2 
Mood. A B. 66 ; Doe d, Tresidder v. Tresidder (1841), 10 L. J. (q. b.) 160; 
Delaney y. Fox (IS67), 2 0. B. (w. B.) 768, 774; Cuthbertson y. Irving (1859), 4 
H. A N. 742 (affirmed (1860), 6 H. A N. 136, Ex. Ch.), per Mabtin. B., at 
p. 767; Duke v. Ashby (1862), 7 H. A N. 600; Serjeant y, Nash, Field A Co., 
[1903] 2 K. B. 304, 0. A. 

(5) Phipps y. Sculihorpe (18171, 1 B, A Aid. 60 ; Doe d. Jackson y. lFt7ki«so» 
(1824), 3 B. A 0. 413 ; Cook r. WAellock (1890), 24 a B. D. 668, 0. A. 

(c) Dps d. Bailey y, Foster (1846), 3 0. B. 215, per Crksswsli^ J., at p. 229. 
louowing Doe d. Johnson y. Baytup (1835), 3 Ad. A El. 188. B., who had 

pOBsetsion but no tiUe, let by parol to defen^t for two years. Within that 
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tenant, or defending as landlord in an action of ejectment, is bound 
by it (d). 

Similarly the lessor is estopped from repudiating a lease under 
which possession has been given or a tenancy which he has acknow- 
ledged, and the assignee of the lessor’s interest is estopped from 
denying anything which the lessor is estopped from denying (e). 

But when a lease is void by statute a person entering under such 
a lease enters without any title whatever, and there is nothing by 
way of estoppel to prevent the full operation of the Statute of 
Limitations (/) in his favour (^). 

A tenant is not estopped either before or after the expiration of 
the term from showing that his lessor’s title has determined (h). 


period R. assigned by deed to plaintiff. After the period plaintiff brought eject- 
ment against defendant. It was held that the defendant was estopped from 
denying title of E. {Ward v. Ryan (1875), 10 1. E. 0. L. 17, Ex. C^. ; see Doe d. 
Biddle v. Abrahams (1816), 1 Stark. 305). 

(d) Palmer v. Ekins (1728), 2 Ld. Eaym. 1550; Taylor v. Needham (1810), 2 
Taunt. 278, 282 ; Doe d. Knight v. Smythe (Lady) (1816), 4 M. & S. 347 ; Doe d. 
Manton v. Austin (1832), 9 Bing. 41 ; Dee a. Ballen v. Mills (1834), 2 AA & El. 
17 ; Doe d. Manvers {Earl) v. Mizem (1837), 2 Mood. & E. 66 ; Doe d. Willis v. 
Birchmore (1839), 9 Ad. & El. 662 ; Doe <L Spencer (Earl) v. Beckett (1843), 4 
Q. B. 601 ; Doe v. Challis (1851), 17 Q. B. 166, per CoLEiiinaB, J., at p. 168; 
London and North Western Rail, (Jo. v. West (1867), L. E. 2 0. P. 663 ; compare 
Williams v. Ileales (1874), L. E. 9 CJ. P. 177. 

(«) This is an example of the dictum that estoppels must be mutual and 
reciprocal (Co. Litt. 47 b, 352 a, and see Bac. Abr., tit. Leases and Terms for 
Years, 0, ed. 1832, p. 852, as to whether a lease by estoppel can be created by 
deed poll) ; Webb v. Austin (1844), 7 Man. & G. 701, 724 ; Cuthbertson v. Irving 
(1859), 4 H. & N. 742 ; Weller v. Spiers {IS12), 26 L. T. 866, ver OoOKBURN, O.J., 
at p. 867 ; and compare Darlington v. Pritchard (1842), 4 Man. & G. 783, per 
Tindal, O.J., at p. 793 ; Qreen v. James (1840), 6 M. & W. 656, per Alder- 
son, B. (in argument), at p. 660 and (judgment) p. 662. Compare, too, Doe d. 
Downe {viscount) v. Thompson (1847), 9 Q. B. 1037, in which it was held that 
where a lease was granted by a mortgagor in such a way as to be good only by 
estoppel, the assignee of the mortgagee, though he received rent from the 
tenant, was not bound by the estoppel, ** as he derived his estate from persons 
who were not privies to nor in any way estopped by the lease ” ; and Doe d. 
Prior v. Ongley (1850), 10 0. B. 25; see also note («), p. 388, ante, and title 
Landlord and Tenant. 

{/) Eeal Property Limitation Act, 1833 (3 & 4 Will. 4, c. 27h s. 2; this 
section, on which Magdalen Hospital {President and Oovemors) y. Knotts ^ cited 
in next note, was decided, was repealed by Eeal Phiperty Limitation Act, 
1874 (37 & 38 Viet. c. 59), s. 9, but was re-enacted by s. 1 of that Act with the 
substitution of twelve years for twenty as the statutory limit. 

(^) Magdalen Hospital {President and Governors) y, Knotts 4 App. Cas. 

324, and according to Bac. Abr., tit. Leases and Terms for Years, 0, ea. 1832, 

^ ^52, the doctrine of estoppel does not apply to Crown leases ** because the 
ng cannot be estopped, for it cannot be presumed the King woi^ do wrong 
to any person, and therefore being deceived m his grant md:es it absolutely 
void,*’ but there seem to be no cases on the point. 

{h) Co. Litt. 47 b; England d. Sybum v. Slade (1792), 4 Term Bep. 682; 
Doe d. Lowden v. Waison (1817), 2 Stark. 230 ; Fennsr v, Duplock (1824), 2 Bing. 
10 ; Hill V. Saunders (1825), 4 B. & 0. 529 ; Doe d. Jackson v. Bamsbotham (1815), 
3 hL & S. 516 ; Doe d. Higginbotham v. Barton (1840), 1 1 Ad. A El. 307 ; Downs v. 
Cooper (1841), 2 Q. B. 256, where Lord Dxnican, C.J., further held that the land- 
lord must also be estopp^ from treating as his tenant a person whom he has 
recniired to enter into t^t relation with another in stead of himse^ Lanyford 
V. ^fns« (1857), 3 E. & J. 220, 229 ; OibUns v. BwMand (1863), 1 H. & 0. 736 ; 
Clark V. Adis (No. 2) (1877), 2 App. Cos. 423, per Lord Blackbubn, at p. 436 ; 
ITo^n V. Doyle (1883), 12 L. B. Ir. 69 ; Serjeant r. Nasht Field A Co*, [1903] 
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Bat if the tenant came into possession under the lessor, the better 
opinion would seem to be that he must surrender possession before 
he disputes the lessor’s title (i) ; it has, however, been held that 
it is not necessary that he should actually go out of possession (k) 
unless he claims to be entitled to the premises in his own 
right (0, and that it is sufficient that he should come to a new 
arrangement with the person who really has the title to hold under 
him (m), or that he should be evicted by a person having title 
paramount (n). 

567 . There is no distinction, so far as concerns the law of 
estoppel, between a licensee and a tenant, and a licensee who has 
obtained possession by aid of the licence, before he can show that 
his licensor’s title has determined, must first surrender possession 
of the premises ( 0 ). But the mere fact of a person bringing 
goods on to demised premises by the tenant’s licence does not 
estop him from disputing the validity of the instrument of demise 
under which the tenant holds (p). 

568 . Where the person claiming as landlord is not the 
person by whom the tenant was let into possession, evidence may 
be received to show that the relation of landlord and tenant 
does not in fact exist (q). Thus in the case of an assignee of the 

2 K. B. 304, 312, 0. A. ; and, as to tbe nature of leases by estoppel, see p. 373, 
ante, 

(t) Doe d. Knight v. Smythe (Lady) (1815), 4 M. & S. 347 ; Bayley v. Bradley 
(1848), 6 0. B. 396, per WiLDE, O.J. (in argument), at p. 400, commenting on Co. 
Litt. 47 b ; compare Doe d. Johnson v. Baytnp (1835), 3 Ad. & El. 188 ; Oihhins 
V. Buckland (1863), 1 II. & 0. 736. To tbe contrary, see England d, Syhum v. 
Slade (1792), 4 Teim Rep. 682. In Balls v. Westwood (1809), 2 Camp. 11, Lord 
Ellenborguou, C.J., held that a person cannot show tlmt bis lan^ora's title bns 
expired without solemnly renouncing possession, but subsequently in Doe d. 
Loijo^n V. Watson (1817), 2 Stark. 230, be bold that tbe defendant m an action 
of ejectment might show an alteration in his landlord’s title. See also Claridge 
V, Mackenzie (1842), 4 Man. & G. 143, 162, and Anon, (1605), KeB. 65 ; Knight 
V. Clarke f 1885), 15 Q. B. D. 294, C. A., where it was held that a writ of posses- 
sion will be OTanteil to a landlord against a tenant in an action of ejectment, 
even though uie landlord’s title has expired before the trial of the action, unless 
the defendant can show affirmatiyely that it will be unjust and futile to issue 
the writ (following Gibhins v. Buckland, supra) ; and compare Doe d, Clun {Bailiff 
etc,) V. Clarke (1809), PeidEe, Add. C^. 239. 

! k) Mountnoy v. Collier (1853), 1 £. & B. 630, per Coleridge, J., at p. 636. 

/) Bayley y. Bradley, supra, 

m) Mountnoy v. CoUier, supra ; compare Qibhins y. Buckland, supra, 
n) Doe d. Higginbotham v. Barton (1840), 11 Ad. & El. 307 ; Quthhertson y. 
Jming (1859), 4 H. & N. 742 (affirmed (1860), 6 H. A N, 136, Ex. Ch.), per 
Martin, B., at p. 757. It has been held that a constructiye eviction is suf- 
ficient for this purpose (Poofs Corporoiim y. Whitt fl846), 15 M. & W. 571, per 
Pollock, C.B., at p. 577) ; but doubt has been wrown on this owing to the 
risk of ooUusion between a tenant and a third party with the object of depriving 
the lessor of his rights {Delaney y. Fox (1876), 2 0. B. (n. s.) 768, per CocK- 
BURN, O.J., at p. 775, distinguishing Watsm y. Lane (1856), 11 Exoh. 769, and 
discussing Pools Corporation y. Whitt, supra), 

(0) Doe d. Johnson y. Baytup (1835), 3 Ad. & El. 188. 

Ip) Tadman y. Henman^ [18931 2 Q. B. 168. 

{q) Cornish y. Seareil (1828), 8 B. & C. 471 ; Claridge y. Mackenzie (1842), 4 
Man. A Q. 143 ; compare Ford y. Ayer (1863), 2 H, A 0. 279. In Fenner y. 
Dupioek (1824), 2 Bing. 10, it was held that a tenant who on the expiration ol 
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lessor, though he is to all intents and purposes in the same situation 
as the lessor, and takes the benefit of and is bound by a lease by 
estoppel, the lessee is not estopped from showing that the lessor 
had no such title as he could pass to the assignee, or that 
the person claiming to be the assignee is not in fact the true 
assignee (r). 

Again, payment of rent to a person by whom the tenant 
was not let into possession is only primd facie evidence of a 
tenancy, and a tenant is not estopped by such payment from dis- 
puting the title of the person to whom such payment has been 
made («) ; he may show that rent was paid de bene esseia), or through 
a mistake (2>), or in consequence of a misrepresentation by the 
person receiving the rent (c*), but in any case he must show a better 
title in someone else, and he is not allowed simply to impeach the 
title of the person to whom he has paid rent(<f). 


his term entered into a new tenancy with the original lessor, being ignorant of 
the fact that in the meantime the lessor’s title had determined, was not estopped 
from subsequently disputing the lessor’s title at the time of the fresh demise. 
Hut it is not easy to understand the principle upon which this decision was 
based. 

(rj Barwick d. Richmond Corporation v. Thompson (1798), 7 Term Rep. 488 ; 
rarker v. Manning (1798), 7 Term Rep. 537 ; Rennie v. Robinson (1823), i Bing, 
147 ; Carvick v. Blagrave (1820), 4 Moore (c. P.), 303 ; Doe d. Oolemere v. Whitroe 


(1822), Dow. & Ry. (n. p.) 1 ; Seymour Franco (1828), 7 L. J. (o, 8.) (k. b.) 
18; Jew V. Wood (1841), Or. & Ph. 185; Gouldsworth v. Knights (1843), 11 
M, & W. 337, 343 ; Doe d. Marlow v. Wiggins (1843), 4 Q. B. 367, 375 ; Sturgeon 
V. Wingfield (1846), 15 M. <& \V. 224 ; Outhbertson v. Irving (1859), 4 II. & N. 
742 (affirmed (I860), 6 II. & N. 135, Ex. Ch.), per Maktin, B., at p. 757, a case 
of an assignment of a lease by a mortgagor in possession. Alter death of 
lessor who purported to demise as tenant in fee, held lessee not estopped from 
showing that he was only tenant for life ( Weld y. Baxter (1856), 1 IL & N. 568, 
Ex. Ch.). 

(s) Williams v. Bartholomew (1798), 1 Bos. & P. 326, per Buller, J., at p. 328 ; 
Doe d. Clun {Bailiff etc,) v. Clarke (1809), Peake, Add. Caa 239 ; Rogers v. 
Pitcher (1815), 6 Taunt 202; Oravenor v. Wvodhouse (1822), 1 Bing. 38, 43; 
Fenner v. Duplock (1824), 2 Bing. 10, where a now lease was taken from the 
original lessor, but the tenant was not estopped; Qrtgory v. Doidgt (1826), 3 
Bing. 474; Cooper v. Blandy (1834), 1 Bing. (n. c.) 45; Waddilove y, Barnet 
(1836), 2 Bing. (n. 0.) 538; Brook v. Biggs (1836), 2 Bing. (n. 0.) 572; Doe A, 
Harvey v. Francis (1837), 2 Mood. & R. 57 ; Doe d. Pltvin v. Brown (1837), 7 
Ad. & El. 447 ; Hall v. Butler (1839), 10 Ad. & El. 204 ; Doe d. Higginbotham 
V. Barton (1840), 11 Ad. & El. 307, per Lord Denman, C.J., at p. 313 ; Jew v. 
Wood (1841), Cr. & Ph. 185, per Lord CorrENHAM, L.O., at p. 194 ; Doe d. Marlow 
V. Wiggins (1843), 4 Q. B. 367 ; llitchings v. Thompson (1850), 5 Exch. 50, as 
explained by Lord Cranworth in A,^G. v. Stephens (1855), 6 De Q. M. & O. 
Ill, 141; and see also ibid, atp. 136; Knight v. Cox (1856), 18 0, B. 645; 
Carlton v, Bowcock (1884), 51 L. T. 659 ; Serjeant v. Nash, Field ds Co„ [1903] 2 
K, B. 304, C. A. 

(a) Serjeant v. Nash, Field dk Co,, supra, 

(b) Rogers v. Pitcher, supra; Fenner v. Duplock, supra; Doe d. Plevin v. 
Brown, supra ; Oravenor v. Woodhouse, supra ; Hall v. Butler, supra ; Cooper v, 
Blandy, supra; Doe d. Higginbotham v. Barton, supra; llitchings v. Thompson^ 
supra, 

ic) Hall V. Butler, supra ; Carlton v. Bowcock, supra, 

(d) Carlton v. Bowcock, supra; compare Cooper v. Blandy, supra. In replevin 
receipt of rent is title ” {Johnson v. mason (1794), 1 Esp. 89, per Lord Kenton, 
at p. 91). But quaere whether ^e dictum as repoirted goes beyond the facts of 
that 
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669. On the other hand, Babmission to a distress oonstitateB an 
acknowledgment of a tenancy. The landlord after distraining cannot 
bring an ejectment for a canse accruing before the distress, and 
the occupier, if he does not replevy, is precluded from denying the 
title of the landlord (e). But payment of rent under threat of a 
distress is not a conclusive admission of title in the distrainor C/). 
Further, where a demise operates as an assignment of the lessor’s 
term, so as to leave no reversion in the lessor, and consequently no 
right to distrain, the estoppel by which the lessee is precluded from 
denying his lessor's title does not prevent him denying the lessor’s 
right to distrain (g). 

But where in a deed, by which the relation ^ of landlord and 
tenant is created, the want of legal estate in the lessor is 
apparent, the lessee is bound by the ordinary rale of estoppel 
between lessee and lessor, and cannot say that a distress is invalid 
on account of the want of the legal estate (/<). 

Sub-Seot. 2 . — Bailor and Bailee* 

670. An estoppel somewhat similar to that between landlord and 
tenant arises from the relation of bailor and bailee. A bailee, as a 
general rule, is estopped from denying the title of the bailor (i) from 
whom he received the goods, and he is equally estopped from deny- 
ing the title of one to whom he has attorned as his bailee, under- 
taking to hold the goods for him (k). But, as in the case of a tenant, 
the estoppel ceases if the bailee is evicted by title paramount (1), 
for if the true owner demands the goods, and the bailee refuses to 
deliver them to him, ho is guilty of conversion (m). And, on the 
same principle, a bailee who has not actually had the goods taken 
out of his possession can set up the title of a third party against a 
claim by his bailor (n), but only if be defends upon the right and 


(e) Panton y, Jones (1813), 3 Camp. 372; Cooper v. Blandy (1834), 1 
Bing. (n. 0.) 45. 

(/) Knight v. Cox (1856), 18 0. B. 645. 

Ig) Preece v. Carrie (1828), 5 Bi^. 24 ; Lewis v. Baker , [1905] 1 Ch. 46, 51. 

(A) Morton y. Woods (1869), L. K. 4 Q. B. 293, Ex. Ch. 

{%) Biddle y. Bond (1865), 6 B. & S. 225, ptr Blackbukn, 5., at p. 231, applying 
Martin, B., in Cheesman y. Exall (1851), 6 Exch. 341, 346. As to estoppel of 
a bailee, see title Bailment, Yol. 1*, p. 562; and as to estoppel between 
principal and agent, title Aqsnct, VoL I., p. 192. 

Uc) Holl y. Qrijffin (1833), 10 Bing. 246; Henderson db Co, y. Williams^ [1895] 
1 Q. B. 521, C. A., per Lindlet and Smith, L.JJ. 

{1) Biddle y. Bond (1865), 6 B. & S. 225, 232 ; citing Shdhury y. Scotsfard 
(1602), Yelv. 22 ; Hardman y. WUlcock (1832), 9 Bing. 382, n., where, as 
Blackburn, J., points out, the finding of fraud in the bailor was not necessary 
to the decision ; approyed in Rogers^ Sons dk Co, y. Lambert dk Co,, [1891] 1 Q. B. 
318, C. A,,per Lopes, L. J., at p. 328, and Boss y. Edwarde dk Co, (1895), 73 L. T. 
100, r. 0. : Sheridan y. New Quay Co, (1858), 4 0. B. (n. 8.) 618 (common earners 
who had been employed by the purchaser tiom one who had no title, deliyered 
the goods to the true owner on his request, and were allowed to set up his 
title) ; see i5id., at p. 650, where the statement of the law in Story, ss. 266, 282, 
is commented on* 

(m) Wileon y. Anderton (1830), 1 B. ft Ad. 450, 456 (bailee of shipmaster, 
holding for supposed lien fox freight, liable to owner of g^s). 

(n) Biddle y. Bondf eupf^ (auctioneer intrusted with goods improperly 
eeised under a distress, haring been served with notice of daim by the true 
owner, but too late to stop their sale, was allowed to set up his title 
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title and by the authority o! the third par^ (o). The act of the 
third party in forbidding the Mee to part wrih the goods and 
requirLg them to be retained for him is suffioiMt e^^ence of 
Buthority for this purpose (p). But it is not enough that the baUee 
has become aware of a third person’s title ; he cannot set up the 
titlo of a porson who has niado no claim, or has abandoned it, for 
that would enable him to retain the goods for himself (g). Nor is it 
enough that an adverse oli^ is made, so that he may be entitled 
to interplead (r). 


against the bailor in an action for the proceeds), approved in Itoffers, Sons Co, 
V. Lamh&rt (7o., cited in next note ; compare Diron v. Yaies (1833), 6 B, & 
Ad. 313, 340 ; see also Off/e v. Atkinson (1814), 5 Taunt. 7o9, 761 ; Chessman v. 
Exall (1851), 6 Exch. 341 ; Thorns v. Tuhury (1858), 3 H. & N. 534; European 
and Australian Royal Mail Co, v. Royal Mail Steam Packet Co, (1861), 30 L. J, 
(o. P.) 247. 

(o) Biddle v. Bond (1865), 6 B. & S. 225, atp. 234, approving the judgment of 
Pollock, O.B., in Thorne v. Tilbury, supra, at p. 537, qudifyingthe head-note 
in Ogle v. Atkinson, supra (in which case the judgment of Gibbs, 0. J., at p. 761, 
is quite in accordance with the statement in the text), and followed in Rogers, 
Sons & Go, V. Lambert Co., [1891] 1 Q. B. 318, 0. A., where the bailee was 
admittedly defending in his own interest only; compare Tfarren v. Baring 
Brothers d: Co., Lid. (1910), 54 Sol. Jo. 720. 

(p) This proposition is involved in the decisions in Biddle v. Bond, supra; 
Thorne v. Tilbury, supra (appointment of administrator who, thereby becoming 
entitled to the goods, claimed them) ; European and A ustralian Royal Mail Co, 
V. Royal Mail Steam Packet Go., supra (bailment of ship, subsequent mortgage by 
bailor, and demand of possession by mortgagee). The two last-mentioned cases 
illustrate the proposition of Lopes, L.J., that the bailee may, like a tenant, show 
that the bailoi'^s title has expired since the bailment ; but quoere whether ho 
could do so if the person who acquired the title made no claim. See next note. 

(q) Biddle y. Bond, sujpra, atp. 234; Betteley v. Reed (1813), 4 Q. B. 611, 
517 ; Roberts v. Ogilby (1821), 9 Price, 269 (insurance agent cannot deny his 
principal’s title to moneys received for him on the ground that other persons 
are interested). The decision and the language of the judges in Cheesman v. 
ExalL (1851), 6 Exch. 341, indicate that in case of a pledge a greater latitude 
may be allowed to the pledgee. They founded their decision on the proposition 
that ** a pledgor impliedly undertakes that the property pledged is his own, 
and may safely be returned to him,” see per Pollock, C.B., and Parke, B., at 
pp. 343, 344 ; Pollock, C.B., added, **and if it turns out not to be so, the 
pledgee may restore it to its lawful owner.” In that case the pledgee of pro- 
perty, pledged with him for the purpose of avoiding an execution, was allowed 
to set up the title of third parties, although, so far as appears in the report, no 
claim had been made by them. This aspect of the case does not appear to have 
been refeiTed to in any subsequent case ; but in view of the cases cited in note (o), 
sujtra, it must be regarded with caution. A mortgagor of real property is 
never allowed to set up the title of a third person against his mortgagee, per 
Lord Mansfield in Doe d. Bristow v. Pegge (1785), 1 Term Hep. 758, n., 760, n. 
As to estoppel against principal by amission of agency, see title Agency, 
Vol. L, p. 192. 

(r) Biddle v. Bond, supra, at p. 234. An expectation of being sued by a 
third party is now suffiaent to entitle the bailee to interplead, see B. S. 0., 
Ord. 57, r. 1 (a). But the interpleader wOl only determine as between the 
rival claimants which of them is entitled to the go^s ; and where there is an 
estoppel, the interpleader order will preserve the right of the party in whose 
favour it exists, if the goods turn out not to be his, to recover damages for 
conversion in an action in which the bailee will be estopped from denying the 
bailorts title to the goods (Ex parte Mersey Docks and Harbour Board, [1 899] 

1 Q. B. 646, C. A., following AUenhorough v. Sf. Katharine's Dock Co, (1878), 3 
0. P. B. 450, 455, 459, C. A. ; Rogers, Sons A Co. v. Lambert A Co., [1891] 1 Q. B. 
318, C. A., per Bindley, L.J., at p. 327) ; and see Robinson v. Jenkins (1890), 
24 Q. B. D. 275, 278, C. A. ; and title INTERPLEADER. 
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571. But if a warehouseman in posseBsioa of goods attorns to 
the buyer of them, acknowledging that he holds them for him (g), 
and upon the faith of that the buyer pays the price or the ware- 
houseman’s charges, the ordinary principles of estoppel by repre- 
sentation apply, and the warehouseman cannot afterwards turn 
round and say “ The goods are not yours,” setting up the 
jus tertii (a). And though it has been ruled that the mere accept- 
ance by a warehouseman of an order for the delivery to a buyer of 
unappropriated goods out of bulk does not supply the want of an 
appropriation by the seller, so as to pass the property (6), a ware- 
houseman who accepts without qualification from a buyer a delivery 
order for “ twenty sacks ” (apparently specific) of flour may be 
estopped from afterwards saying that he had not got so many sacks 
(or so many sacks unappropriated to other sales) belonging to the 
seller, and from denying that the property in twenty sacks in his 
possession has passed to the buyer (c) . So a seller of unappropriated 
goods who accepts a delivery order from a pledgee, and assures him 
it is in order, whereupon he advances money to the buyer, is estopped 
as against him from saying that the property has not passed (d). 

Sub-Skot. 3 . — Companies and Holders of Certificates, 

572. A company, which issues a certificate certifying that an 
individual shareholder named therein is a registered shareholder of 
the particular shares specified, is estopped as against transferees for 
value who have acted to their detriment on the faith of such certifi- 
cates from denying the truth of what is thus represented (c). But 


(ft) The mere issue of dock warrants is not s\ich an attornment {Attenborough 
▼. ot, Katharine's Dock Co. (1878), 3 C. P. D. 450, C. A., as explained by 
Smith, L. J., in Henderson <fe Co, v. Williams^ [1895] 1 Q. B. 521 , 0. A., atp. 534). 

(а) Biddle v. Bend (1865), 6 B. & S. 225, at pp. 231, 232 (citing Stonara v. 
Dunkin (1810), 2 Camp. 345 ; followed in Gosling v. Birnie (1831), 7 Bing. 339 ; 
applying Hawes v. Watson (1824), 2 B. & C. 540) ; followed, Henderson <fe Co. v. 
Williams^ [1895] 1 Q. B. 521, 0. A. But mere attornment, where the purchaser 
or pledgee knows the facts, of which the bailee is ignorant, and does not 
advance his money on the faith of the attornment, does not in case of eviction 
by title paramount prevent the bailee setting up the jus tertii {Boss v, Edwards 
dt Co. (1895), 73 L. T. 100, P. C.). 

(б) Unwin v. Adtims (1858), 1 B*. A F. 312 : the question of estoppel was not 
discussed, nor was Giilett v. Hill (1834), 2 Cr. & M. 530, cited. 

(c) Giilett V. Hill, supra (on presentation of the order the defendant’s foreman 
said that ** they had not more than live sacks to spare, but the order was filed 
in the usual manner, and a subsequent order to deliver ** 5 sacks ex 20,** was 
accepted and acted on). A seller who carries on a separate business as a 
wharfinger is not estopped by giving a delivery order, addressed to himself as 
wharfinger, but which has not been accepted or assented to by him in that 
capacity, from denying the title of the holder of the order {Qillman, Spencer dt 
Co. V. CarhuU dt Co. (1889), 61 L. T. 281, 0. A.). 

{d) Woodley v. Cbtwtry (1863), 2 H. 5t 0. 164 ; compare SeU/n v. Lofone (1887), 
19 Q. B. D. 68, 0. A. ; Coventry v. Great Eastern Bail. Co, (1883), 11 Q. B. B. 
776, 0. A. As to estoppel against an auctioneer, see title Auction and 
AucrriONESBs, Yol. I., p. 515. 

(«) Be Bahia and San Fraficisco Bail. Co. (1868), L. B. 3 Q. B. 584 ; approved 
in SoeiitS Qdndrale de Paris ▼. Walker (1885), 11 App. Cas. 20, per Lord 
Blackburn, at p. 36 ; Coatu v. London and South Western Bail. Co. (1880), 41 
L. T. 553; Hart v. Frontino etc. Gold Mining Co. (1870), L. E. 5 Exoh. Ill; 
Be Ottos Kopje Diamond Mines, Ltd., [1893] 1 Ch. 618, U. A. It is submit^ 
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this estoppel gives no title to that which is the subject-matter of 
estoppel ; nor does the certificate amount to an implied warranty 
upon which a transferee can sue (/). The court must look for the 
cause of action elsewhere upon the assumption that the company 
cannot dispute the facts stated in the certificate ; thus, on an appli- 
cation by the transferee to be registered, the company, if they are 
estopped from denying the title of the transferor, may owe a duty 
to the transferee to place his name on the register of shareholders, 
and would therefore be liable in damages for refusing to do so (/;). 
But if the transferee gave value for the transfer without seeing the 
certificate or relying upon its contents, the mere subsequent posses- 
sion of the certificate would not give him a title to the shares or 
impose upon the company the duty of entering his name on the 
register, if at the time of the presentation of the transfer for 
registration the transferor had ceased to be a shareholder (/i). It 
is, however, still uncertain whether and to what extent a company 
is bound to the transferee of shares by a statement on the certificate 
that no transfer will be registered without the production of the 
certificate (i), and in consequence the duty of the company to get in 
expired certificates also remains undefined 


that the obiter dictum of Homer, L.J., in Rainford v. James Keith and Blackman 
Co,t Ltd,, [1905] 2 Ch. 147, 0. A., quoted at p. 154, “The only representation 
[contained in a certificate] is that at the date of the certificate the person named 
therein was the owner of the shares,** is not in accordance with the above 
mentioned decisions, which clearly indicate that the representation is continuous ; 
see also title Companies, Vol. V., pp. 182, 183, 691. 

(/) Simm V. Anglo-American Telegraph Co, (1879), 5 Q. B. D. 188, 0. A., jter 
Brett, L.J., at pp. 206, 207. In this case certificates were issued on the 
presentation of a forged transfer. The transferee himself had no claim against 
the company by estoppel fsee p. 410, post), but the certificates were pledged os 
security for a loan, whereby the pledgees acquired a right of action by estoppel. 
The loan was subsequently paid off and the certificate sun*ondered to the 
pledgor. It was held in the Court of Appeal that os the plo<Igees had acquired 
no title to the shares by estoppel (overruling Lindley, J.), this right of action 
ceased when the loan was paid off, and that consequently no right of action was 
transmitted to the pledgor by the sunender to him of the certificates ; see title 
Companies, Vol. V., p. 698. 

{g) Re Ottos Kopje Diamond Mines, Ltd,, n893] 1 Ch. 618, C. A., per 
Bowen, L.J., at p. 628; Balkis Consolidated Co. v. Tomhinson, [1893] A. 0. 
396. 

(A) Rainford v. James Keith and Blackman Co., Ltd., [1905] 1 Ch. 296, 
Fabwell, J., at p. 302. II is decision was subsequently reversed, but on other 
grounds, [1905] 2 Ch. 147, C. A. 

(i) Shriwshire Union Railways and Canal Co, v. R. (1875), L. R. 7 H. L. 
496, per Lord Cairns, L.C., at p. 609, approved in Sodete Qdnirale de Paris 
v. Walker (1885), 11 App. Cas. 20, per Lord Selbornb, at p. 29, seems to imply 
that the company are not so bound, but Colonial Banky. Whivney 11 

App. Cas. 426, per Lord Blackburn, at p. 437, quoted by Farwell, J., in 
Rainford v. James Keith and Blackman Co,, Ltd., supra, is to the contrary 
effect. The question was specifically left undecided in the Court of j^peal 
(Rainford v. James Keith and Blackman Co., Ltd., [1905] 2 Ch. 147, 160, 0. A.), 
out CuANNELL, J., in Quy v. WaterUm Brothers and Layton, Ltd. (1909), 25 
T. L. B. 615, followed Farwell, J. The matter is one of contract, but the 
consequential duty (if any) might raise an estoppel; compare the dictum of 
Bombr, L.J., note(f),p. 408, ante. A person is not estopped by failing to 
answer a letter from tne company informing bim of the proposed transference 
of his shares (Barton y. London and North Western Rail. Co, (1889), 24 Q. B. D« 
77, 0. A.). 
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673. A person who produces a forged transfer to the company, 
and by so doing gets himself registered and a certificate issued to 
him, but does not further alter his position in reliance on those 
facts, cannot on discovery of the fraud make the company liable to 
him by estoppel, both because be has not acted to hie prejudice on 
the faith of any representation by the company, and because in 
producing the forged transfer be himself induced the company to 
do the things he complains of (A;). A further reason is that, though 
it is usual for companies to make inquiry of persons pu^orting to 
transfer their shares, such inquiry is for their own protection against 
liability to the real stockholder, and is not a duty which they owe 
to the transferee (I). The duty of a company to one who presents 
a transfer for registration does not seem to extend beyond a refer- 
ence to its own register (m), though even when such a reference 
would have shown that an alleged transferor was not in fact on 
the register the company is not liable by estoppel to the transferee 
unless he has changed his position in reliance on the certificate (n). 

674. In the case of shares stated on the certificate to be fully 
paid up, an estoppel is created apinst the company in favour of a 
transferee for value without notice, so that he is not liable to be 
placed on the list of contributories when less than the full amount 
has been paid on such shares (o). 


(k) Simm v. Apglo> American Telegraph Co, (1879), 6 Q. B. D, 188, C. A., 
distingiiishiog Re Bahia and Ban Francisco Rail, Co, (1868), L. K. 3 Q. B. 
684; Hurt y, Fronitno etc. Odd Mining Co, (1870), L. B. 6 Exch. Ill, as 
explained in Balkis Consolidated Co, v. Tomkinson^ [ 1893] A. C. 396, by Lord 
Hersohell, L.O., at p. 404 ; compare Starkey v. Bank of Engl and ^ [1903] A. 0. 
114; Sheffield Corporation v. Barclay, [190^ A. C. 392; A,’0, v. Oddi, [1906] 
2 Ch. 47, C. A. ; rlatt v. Rowe (1909), 26 T. L. B. 49, where the first reason 
given in the text was applied to a case where a supposed transferee obtained 
a certificate for shares to which the transferor had no title and of which third 
persons were the registered owners. 

(/) Simm V. Anglo-American Telegraph Co, supra, at pp. 203, 209, 214. This 
proposition appears to be good law notwithstanding the observations of 
Earwell, J., in Dixon v. Ktnnaway Co,, [1900] 1 Ch. 833, at p. 841 ; 
see Sheffield Corporation v. Barclay, [1905] A. C. 392, per Lord Davey, 
at n. 403. 

(w) Balkis Consolidated Co, v. Tomkinson, [1893] A. 0. 396, per Lord Field, 
at pp. 412,413; Dixon y, Kennaway & Co., supra; compare Foster v. Tyne 
Pontoon and Dry Docks Co, (1893), 63 L. J. (Q. B.) 60, where it was held that 
the fact that the fraudulent person had been insolvent from the first precluded 
the plaintiff in any event from getting damages from the company. 

(n) Balkis Consolidated Co, y, Tomkinson, supra; Dixon v. Kennaway A Co,, 
supra, following Knights y, Wiffen (1870), L. B. 6 Q. B. 660, discussed by 
Brett, L.J., in Simm v. Anglo-American Telegraph Co,, supra, at p. 212 ; 
riait y, Rowe, supra, 

(o) Bloometdhal y. Ford, [1897] A. 0. 166. 8. 26 of the Companies Act, 1867 
(30 & 81 Yiot. 0 . 131), by which vendor's shares could be issued as fully paid up 
on registration of the contract, has been repealed by s. 33 of the Companies Act, 
1900 (63 ft 64 Viet. c. 48), and remains repwed under the Companies (Consoli- 
dation) Act, 1908 [8 Edw. 7, o. 69). As disputes may arise on certificates issued 
before the later Acts, it may be well to quote the princip^ cases where the 
company has been estopped, as against transmrees for value without notice, from 
denying that the shares were fully paid up, though no contract was registered : 
Burkinshaw y,Nicolls (1878), 3 App. Cas. 1004; Sarrow*s Case (1880), 14 Ch.D. 
432, 0. A., where it was hela that a holder for value without notice could give a 
good title to a transferee who had notice that the shares were not fully paid ; Re 
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675. The register of members of a company is only primd facie 
evidence of matters inserted therein (p), but in the case of Govern- 
ment stock, the holders of which are registered in the books of the 
Bank of England, the bank is estopped from denying that the 
persons whose names are registered are the holders of stock, even 
if the original transfer of such stock was a forgery {q), A person 
whose name is on the register of a company, and who exercises acts 
of ownership over the shares standing in bis name, is estopped in 
an action for the amount of unpaid calls from denying that tho 
register is correct (r), 

676. A certification given in the ordinary way of business by a 
proper officer of the company amounts to no more than a repre- 
sentation that the transferor has produced to him such documents 
as on the face of them show a primd facie title in the transferor to 
transfer the shares mentioned in the transfer (s). The ostensible 
authority of a secretary of a company in this respect does not extend 
beyond giving a receipt or an acknowledgment for certificates and 
documents of title which have been actually lodged with him, and 
the company is not, at least when the secretary acts fraudulently 
for his own purposes, estopped by his certification acknowledging 
the receipt of certificates which have not been lodged (a). In any 


Ilall {A. W.) Co. (1887), 37 Ch. D.712 ; ChrUichurch Qaa Co. v. Kelly (1887), 
61 J. P. 374 (directors* shares) ; Parhury'a Case, [1896] 1 Ch. 100. But where 
persons taking such shares were fully aware that they were yendor*B shares, 
and in fact did not rely on the certihcate, they were precluded from raising an 
estoppel {Markham and Darter* a Caae, [1899] 1 Ch. 414; Bloomenthal y. Ford, 
[1897] A. C.[ld6, per Lord Herscbell, atp. 167 ; Re London CtUuloid Co. (1888), 
39 Ch. D. 190, C. A. ; as to when third parties are taken to be allottees, see 
Carling^ Hespeler^ and WaUKa Caaea (1876), 1 Ch. D. 115, C. A. ; Re Newport 
and South Wales Shipowners Co.^ Rowland's CasSf [1880] W. N. 80, C. A. ; Re 
Vulcan Ironworks Co., [1885] W. N. 120. 

(p) Companies (Consolidation) Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 69), s. 33. 

Iq) Davie v. Bank of England (1824), 2 Bing. 393, 407 ; Bank of England v. 
CuUer, [1908] 2 K. B. 208, 234, 0. A. ; compare Hare v. London and North 
Western Rail, Co. (1860), John. 722, as an instance of the case of an ordinary 
company where registration made on account of a forged transfer was held to 
be of no effect. 

(r) Crawley's Case (1869), 4 Ch. App. 322 ; Re Railway Time Tables PuUishing 
Co., Exparte Sandys (1889), 42 Ch. D. 98, C. A. ; compare Hull Flax Co. v. WtHealey 
(1860), 6 H. & N. 38. But a company is not estopped by sending a dividend 
warrant from denying the payee’s title to tho shares {Foster v. Tyne Pontoon 
and Dry Docks Co. (1893), 63 L. J. (Q. B.) 50). 

t«) Bishop v. BMkis Consolidated Co. (1890), 25 Q. B. D. 512, 519, C. A.; 
compare Longman v. Bath Electric Tramways, Ltd., [1905] 1 Ch. 646, C. A. 

(a) Whitechurch {Qeorgds, Ltd. v. Cavanagh, [1902] A. C. 117, 125, 126, 
134. In Bishim v. Balhs Consolidated Co., supra, a certificate including the 
shares purporting to have been transferred had been lodged with the company 
in respect, not of the transfer in question, but of an earlier tiansfer of the same 
shares, and it was said that the company was estopped from denying the truth 
of the facts certified. This decision may perhaps be supported on the mund of 
the absence of fraud (see per Lord BEaMFTOK in Whitechurch {OeoTg?i, Ltd. v. 
Cavanagh, supra, at p. 139), but in view of the judgment of Lord MACNAonrsir 
in the case 1^ cited it would seem that this part of the judgment cannot now 
be regarded as correct ; and see Plait v. Rowe (1909), 26 T. L. B. 49 ; see also 
the comments in McKay's Case, [1896] 2 Ch. 757, per Vauohaw Willums, J., 
at p. 761, where be professed himself bound by, but unable to understand, 
the decision. The remarks of Lord MACiiAOnTSK in J^hitechureh {George), 
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case, certification is not a document or warranty of title, and the 
company is not estopped by it from showing that the transferor had 
no title or a defective title to the shares mentioned in the certificate 
stated to have been lodged (b). 

677. A person \\ho signs a blank transfer in order to enable his 
broker to fill it up with particular shares is estopped from asserting 
that he signed the transfer in blank, so as to show that it is void in 
law (c), provided that the broker carried out his instructions ; but 
where a broker has so acted as to make the whole transaction a 
forgery, filling up the transfer with a description of shares other 
than those specified, and has stolen the certificate of such shares 
in order to enable him to effect his purpose, the conduct of the 
transferor in executing the deed in blank is not the real or proxi- 
mate cause of the loss occasioned, and he is not estopped from 
asserting the true facts in an action against the company for 
wrongfully removing his name from the register (d). 

So in the absence of any mercantile usage creating an element 
of negotiability there is no estoppel in favour of a person who takes 
a transfer in blank and fills up the blanks in his own favour without 
the consent or knowledge of the original transferor (e). 

In cases where the certificate contains on the back a blank form 
of transfer, and the practice is for such documents to pass from 
hand to hand, then, when the transfers are duly signed by the 
registered holders of the shares, each prior holder confers upon the 
bond fide holder for value of the certificates for tho time being an 
authority to fill in the name of the transferee, and is estopped from 
denj^ing such authority ; but a title by unregistered transfer is not 
equivalent to what has been termed the legal estate in the shares 
or to the complete dominion over them (/). 


Ltd, V. Cayartagh, [19021 A. 0. 117, at p. 124, approved by Lord Brampton 
at p. 139, indicate ihat tne secretary of a company woula not now ^ held 
to have ostensible authority to represent as fully paid up shares which were not 
so, in which case the decision in McKay's Case^ [1896] 2 Ch. 757, even upon the 
assumption that the certificate had been lodged, can only be supported upon the 
ground suggested by Lord Brampton. 

(M Bishop V. Balicis Consolidated Co, (1890), 25 Q, B. D. 512, C. A., approved 
by Lord Brampton in Whitechurch (G^orye), Ltd, y, Cavanagh^ suffra, at p. 13S. 

(c) As in Hibhlewhite v. MMorine (1840), 6 M. & W. 200 ; France v, Clark 
(18841, 26 Ch. D. 257, 263, 0. A. As to the duty of one who signs a blank 
transfer not to hinder registration, see Hooper v. Herts, [1906] 1 Ch. 549, C. A. 

(d) Bfjoan y. North British Australasian Co, (1863), 2 & C. 175, Ex. Ch., 

disapproving, at p. 182, Colts v. Bank of England (1839), 10 Ad. & El 437; 
expfamedbySir G. Mellish, L.J., m Hunter v. Walters (1871), 7 Ch. App. 75, 87 ; 
compare Sheffield and Manchester Bail, Co, v. Woodcock (1841), 7 M. & W. 574, 
583 ; Tayler y. Qrtod Indian Peninsula Bail, Co, (1859), 4 De G. & J. 559, C. A. ; 
and as to negligence being the proximate cause of loss, Merchants qf Staple 
of Eiwland (Mayor etcA y. Bank of England {Governor A Co,) (1687), 21 ^ B. I), 
160, C. A., following .ffank ^/rehznd {Governor k Co.) y. Evans* Charities in 
Ireland {Trustees) (1855), 5 H. L. 389 ; and p. 400, ante. As to signature 
of blank transfers by executors, see title Companies, Yol Y., p. 192. 

(«) France y. €2ork (1884), 26 Ch. D. 257, 262, 0. A. ; followed in Fox v. Martin^ 
n^5] W. N. 86; MonJtaau {Samud) A Co, y. Weston, Clevedon and Portishead 
Light BaUwave Co, (1903), 19 T. L. E. 272 ; compare Tayler y. Great Indian 
Peninsula BaiL Co,, supra, 

(/) OokmuU Sank y. Hspworth (1887), 36 Ch. D, 36, per Ohitty, J., at p. 53* 
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Part V. — Estoppel in Pais. 

Sx7B-Sbct« 4. — Patentee and Licensee, 

• - - 

578. An estoppel which is very closely analogous to that between Estoppel 
landlord and tenant exists between a patentee and his licensee. In 
some of the cases, as in the case of a lease, the estoppel has been 
by deed {g ) ; but apart from this, as a tenant is estopped from dis- — * 
puting his landlord’s title, so the licensee of a patent under agree- i^*cen«ee 
ment with the patentee, so long as he continues to act under the 
licence (ft), or during the continuance of the agreement, is not at validity, 
liberty to dispute the validity of the patent (i). The analogy 
between a licensee and a tenant is very exact : So long as the 
lease remains in force, and the tenant has not been evicted from 
the land, he is estopped from denying the lessor’s title to that 
land ; but he is entitled to show that a particular parcel was 
never comprised in the lease. So a licensee may show that the 
particular thing he has done was not included in the patent, and 
that he has done it as one of the public, and is therefore not bound 
to pay royalty for it. If he has used that which is in the patent, 
and which his licence authorises him to use, then like a tenant 
under a lease he is estopped from denying the patentee’s right, 
and must pay royalty. Though a stranger can show that the 
patent was bad (A;), the licensee must not do so ”(J). 

On a somewhat different principle, a patentee after assignment 
of the patent is, as between himself and the assignee, and those 
claiming under him, estopped from disputing the validity of the 
patent (m). 

But a bank taking such securities from a professional money-lender is not such a 
honA fide holder for value as to be protected by estoppel [Sheffitld {EurV) v. 

London Joint Stock Bank (1888), 13 App. Oas. 333). 

(^) Smith V. Scott (1859), 6 0. B. (w. s.) 771 (defendant estopped by his deed 
from denying (a) that it gave an exclusive licence, and (b) that the plaintilf 
was the true and first inventor), following Bowman v. Taylor (1834), 2 Ad. & El. 

278, and followed in HiVe v. Laming (1853), 9 Ezcb. 256, and distinguishing 
Hayne v. Malthy (1789), 3 Term Kep. 438, which was decided by all the judges 
on the ground that the licensee was in the position of a tenant who has been 
ejected by title paramount, and by Lord Kenyon, O.J., and AsiiuitST, J., also 
on the ground of fraud. 

(7i) The estoppel does not continue after the expiration of tbe licence {Qoucher 
V. Clayton (1866), 34 L. J. (CH.) 239 ; compare Banger fidd y. Jonet (1866), 13 
L. T. 142), nor does it bind an equitable assignee of the licence who is not 
acting under it (Bidding v. Franks (1849), 1 Mao. & O. 66; followed, Baxter v. 

Combe (1850), 1 I. Ch.* B. 284, 289), nor does it bind a purchaser from the 
licensee (Qillette Safety Razor Co, v. OamageiA, JV,), Ltd. (1909), 25 T. L. B. 808). 

(f) CroBsley v. Dixon (1863), 10 H. L. (3as. 293 ; compare tSUler v. Bower 
(1848), 11 Q. B. 973; Lawes v. Purser (1856), 6 E. & B. 930; and Noton v. 

Brooks (1861), 7 H. & N. 499, where the question turned rather on consideration 
than estoppel. 

(k) As actually occurred in Orover and Baker Sewing Machine Co, v. Millard 
(1862), 8 Jur. (n. s.) 713. 

(/) Clark V. Adie (No. 2) (1877), 2 App. Cas. 423, per Lord Blackbukn, at 
P* 433. _ . 

(m) Wadton v. Lavaier (1860), 8 0. B. (n. 8.) 162, 180, 186. This seems to 
rest on the ordinary principle of estoppel by conduct, and on the rule that a man 
cannot derogate from his own grant. It does not apply as between a patentee 
after bankruptcy and the assignee of his trustee in bankruptcy (Smith v. 

Cropper (1885), 10 App. Cas. 249); nor does it bind a person who, after the 
assignment, becomes a partner of the assignor (Heugh v. Chamberlain (1877), 

25 W. B. 742) : and see title Patents and IIbsions. 
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Part I. — Introductory. 

Sect. 1. — Functions of the Law of Evidence. 

579. In every system of jurisprudence it is recognised that, before ^rooi 
a fact is accepted and acted upon, it must be proved. Evidence is 

the foundation of proof, with which it must not be confounded. Proof 
is that which leads to a conclusion as to the truth or falsity of alleged 
facts which are the subject of inquiry. Evidence, if accepted and 
believed, results in proof, but it is not necessarily proof of itself. 

The amount of evidence necessary to establish proof, the quality of 
the evidence which will be accepted, and the manner in which it may 
be given vary according to the usages of each country, but all systems 
recognise that, at least in theory, facts require to be proved. 

The rules which regulate the admission or rejection of evidence 
are many and complex. They belong to the realm of procedure, 
and have been formulated in a few Acts of Parliament and an 
enormous number of judicial decisions spreading over the last 
hundred and fifty years. 

580. The necessity of applying the law of evidence presupposes Foundations 

two things — evidence. 

(a) The existence of a court, or of some tribunal in the nature 
of a court, whose duty it is to ascertain facts ; 

(b) An issue to be determined. 

581. Given the forum and given the issue to be determined, the r^w of 
next question which arises is by what evidence is the court to be evidence, 
guided. The rules which govern the procedure of the court with 
reference to the admission or rejection of evidence constitute what 

is known as the law of evidence (a). 

(a) Under the Judicature Acte the Buie Committee may make rules for 
regulating in the High Court of Justice the means by which particular facts 
may be proved, and ^e mode in which evidence thereof may be given : (a) on 
any application in any matter or proceeding relating to the distribution of any 
fund or property, whether in court or not; and (b) on any application upon 
rammons for dir^tions pursuant to such rules (Judicature (Procedure) Act, 1894 
(57 a 58 Viet. c. 16), 8. 3). The power to dispense with the technical rules of 
<i«P®udB entirely npra that Act {Baerlein v. Charteroi Mercantile Bank, 

[1895J 2 Ch. 488, C. A.). Even when justices are sitting in an administrative 
opacity they may refuse to hear statements not made on oath (B. v. Sharman, 

Ex parte Denim, [1898] 1 Q. B. 578). Arbitzators are bound by the same rules 
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Evidence, 


Sect, I, 
FimotioDS 
of the Law 
of Evidence. 

The lex fori* 


The cardinal 
rules. 


FacU 
relevant to 
the issue. 


The rei 
iciia*' 


682. The lex fori must determine all questions relating to the 
admission or rejection of evidence. The questions are to be deter- 
mined ** by the law of the country where the question arises, where 
the remedy is sought to be enforced, and where the court sits to 
enforce it ** (fc). It follows that if it is desired in an English court 
to prove a foreign document, then, although such document may 
be provable in its country of origin by the production of a copy, it 
cannot be so proved in the English court unless the circumstances 
are such as to render the copy admissible by English law (c). 

583. There are two cardinal rules of evidence to be remembered — 

(a) The facts of which evidence is tendered must be relevant to 
the issue to be tried ; 

(b) The best evidence procurable— in other words, primary evidence 
— must be given of the facts sought to be proved (d). 

584. Facts relevant to the issue are those facts which, either 
directly or inferentially, lead to one of the conclusions necessary 
to proof or disproof of that which is affirmed. The facts which 
directly lead to such a conclusion are thore essential to the issue. 
The facts which inferentially lead to such a conclusion are those 
which raise a presumption as to the existence of the facts essential 
to the issue. 

585. The facts necessarily involved in the determination of the 
issue are sometimes defined as the ree gesta, and the rule as to what 
facts form part of the res gestae and are consequently provable as 
facts relevant to the issue, has been well stated as including acts, 
declarations, and incidents which constitute, accompany, and 
oxplain the facts or transaction in issue ** (c). Facts inferentially 
relevant are usually those which are either the cause or the effect 
of those directly relevant, and which consequently go, by inference, 
to prove them, but, as just stated, the inference may be wider and 
may be drawn from facts which either accompany or explain the 
transaction in issue (/). Care must of course be taken that the 
facts sought to be proved as part of the **res gestce" are not in 
reality what is known as inter alios actce”(g). Any fact 
forming part of the transaction being inquired into is sufficiently 
connected therewith to be provable, although it may not itself be 
in issue (/<)• 


of evidence as courts of law {lie Enoch and ZareUky^ Bock k Co*e Arbitration, 
[1910] I K. B. 327, C. A. ; and see p. 433, post). 

[b) Bain v. ffhitehaven and Furness Junction Bail, Co, (1850), 3 H. L. Cas. 1 ; 
Ilamlyn df Co, v. Talisker Distillery, [1894] A. 0. 203. 

(c) Brown v. Thornton (1837), 6 Ad. A El. 185 ; Clarh v. Midlick (1840), 3 
Moo. P. 0. C. 252. For the circumstanoes under which a copy of an original 
document is admissible according to English law, see pp. 518 ti seq., post. 

{d) As to this rule in relation to criminal cases, see title Chiminal Law and 
Proobdurb, Vol. IX., pp. 390—393. 

(«) The explanations must be themselves relevant to the issue. As to evidence 
of similar acts, see p. 450, post. 

(/) Bouch V. Qreat Western Bail, Co, (1841), 1 Q. B. 51. 

ly) Hyde v. Palmer (1863), 32 L. J. (Q. B.) 126; Wrijht v. Taiham (1838), 5 
Cl. & Fin. 670, H. L. ; Agassis v. London Tramway Co. (1872), 21 W. R. 199. 

{h) B, V. Ellis (1826), 6 B. & C. 145; Carmarthen and Cardigan Bail, Co. v. 
Manchester and Mil/cra Bail Co, (1873), L. E. 8 C. P. 685. 
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It is the function of the judge to determine what is and what 
is not relevant to the issue, and consequently to ascertain what 
the issue is. At one time the issue — ue., the point to be deter- 
mined — ^was to be discovered in the pleadings, and those documents 
were framed with much care in order that the litigants should 
define in and the court should ascertain from the pleadings the 
nature of the issue. In modern times some causes are tried without 
pleadings, and even in those where pleadings have survived they 
are subject to frequent and immediate amendment at the hearing 

so as to raise the real issue to be tried ”(t). The credibility of 
testimony is a question of fact to be determined by the jury, if the 
case is being tried before one, or by the judge, as a jury, if it is 
not ; but the admissibility of evidence must be decided, as a pre- 
liminary question, by the judge as such when it is tendered, and it 
is consequently for him to discover what the issue is : this he must 
do, in the absence of pleadings, from the opening of the case, from 
such documents as are before him, and from such evidence as has 
been given without objection before any question of admissibility 
arises. 

586. Having once admitted evidence, the duty of the judge is 
confined to directing the jury (if there be one and the necessity 
for such direction arises) as to the rules of law regarding 
corroboration (j), or the value to be attached to certain classes of 
testimony (/c), and to commenting in his summing up, if he thinks 
the case requires it, on the volume and the value of the evidence 
given (1). 

587. It having been settled that the fact of which proof is 
tendered is one relevant to the inquiry, the question then arises, 
How may it be proved ? And this leads to the second cardinal 
rule above stated, namely, that the best evidence must always be 
given ; in other words, the evidence which affords the greatest 
certainty of the fact in question. The reasons for this rule are 
sufficiently obvious. Why should a litigant tender evidence less 
direct and consequently less convincing than other existing and 
attainable evidence unless for some reason which would make it 
improper for the court to receive it (m) ? Thus, if a fact is to be 
proved by oral evidence, it is obvious that the evidence must be that 
of a person who has directly perceived the fact to which he testifies. 
Equally, if something is alleged to have been seen, the evidence 
must be that of the person who says he saw it ; if heard, that of 
the person who says he beard it ; otherwise it would be impossible 
to test by cross-examination the truth of the testimony, and the 

Soe title Pleadiko. 

(j) Corroboration is essential in cases of breach of promise and of bastardy, 
and is in practice generally required where a claim is made against the estate of 
a dead person. Sm p. 003, jMst, 

{k) As in cases where evidence has been given by an accomplice, or by aa 
unsworn child. 

(l) See He$lcp v. Chapman (1833), 2 C. L. E. 139, Ex. Ch. 

(m) Twyman v. Knowlu (lod3), 22 L. J. (c. P.) 143 ; BrBwtUr v. Sewell (1820), 
3 B. A Aid. 296; Strother v. Barr (1828), 5 Bing. 136. 
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law rejects evidence which cannot be adequately tested (n). 
Similarly, where the transaction sought to be proved is primarily 
evidenced by a writing, as in the case of a written contract, the 
writing, if it exists and is obtainable, must be produced (o). It is 
again obvious that it would be improper for the court to rely upon 
a possibly imperfect copy of an original when the original itself 
can be produced, or to accept the recollection of witnesses which 
may be faulty, as to the contents of a document, when the document 
can itself be referred to. For the same reasons it follows that when 
a preliminary written agreement has been followed by a deed, the 
deed, having superseded the written agreement, must be itself 
produced (p); also that in cases where oral testimony should be 
given, but the court has allowed such testimony to be embodied in 
depositions, the depositions can only be given in evidence on proof 
that the witnesses themselves are unable to attend the court (q). 

The rule as to the production of the best evidence is inflexible, 
and the mind of the court is invariably alert to discover, when 
evidence of an alleged fact is tendered, whether it is not within the 
power of the persons tendering it to produce better evidence of the 
same fact, and if the court is satislied that better evidence can be 
produced it will insist— although possibly an adjournment of the 
case be involved— upon the production thereof. 

588 . In the unavoidable absence of the best or primary evidence 
the courtwill accept what is known as secondary evidence. Secondary 
evidence is evidence which suggests, on the face of it, that 
other and better evidence exists. It follows that it will never be 
received until the parly tendering it proves that it is out of his 
power to obtain the best evidence. The fact that secondary 
evidence is receivable is sometimes stated as forming an exception 
to the rule which provides that the best evidence alone can be given. 
This is an error. So far from forming an exception to the rule, it 
is the logical outcome of it, for, as secondary evidence may only be 
given when the party tendering it has proved that primary evidence 
is not obtainable, the secondary evidence becomes the best which 
the court can procure and consequently satisfies the rule (r). 

589 . When once it has been proved that a document exists, but 
that, for reasons which admit the giving of secondary evidence, it 
cannot be produced, then the contents may be proved by other means, 

by the production of a certified copy («), an office copy, any copy 
which it can be proved has been made from the original and is 

(n) V. Davistm (1826), M*Cle. & Yo. 160, Ex. Ch. ; Fitzqerald v. Fitzqtrald 
(1863), 3 Sw. & Tr. 397; Strinkdler ▼. Ntwtmi (1838), 9 C. & P. 313; Allen v. 
J//fw,h894] P. 248, 0. A. 

S o) &oe p. 617, post, 

p) Wifltams v. Morgan (1860), 15 Q. B. 782. 
g] R. S. 0., Ord. 37. r. 18. 

(r) Fi>t the occasions on which secondary evidence of a document may be 
given, see p. 618, post 

{$) Many public documents, certificates, certified copies of documents, and 
of entries in registers etc. are by statute made evidence in courts of law, pro- 
vided they are authenticated as the statute requires. For a detailed list of such 
documents and of the statutes under which they are mode evidence, see pp. 626 
if seq,, pod* 
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correct (o), a counterpart, or by oral evidence as to the contents of 
the document given by a person who has seen it and is able to 
•wear that he recollects the contents. The statements of deceased 
persons as to the contents of a lost document, if made under such 
circumstances as make the statements receivable in evidence, can 
also be given as secondary evidence (h). 

590. An important example of the rule which provides that the 
best evidence must always be given is found in the fact that, subject 
to exceptions presently stated, hearsay is not admitted. A witness 
cannot be called, in proof of a fact, to state that he heard someone 
else state it to be one. The reason lies, first, in the fallibility of 
human nature and human memory, which is found habitually to 
affect the accuracy of a narrative that passes through several 
persons; secondly, in the impossibility of testing the truthful- 
ness of a statement not made by the witness who is repeating it, 
but by a person not called ; and, thirdly, in the opportunities 
which any other rule would offer to fraudulent persons wishful 
to put into the mouths of others statements which they had never 
made (c). 

Care must be taken to distinguish between evidence which is 
tendered to prove that someone else has spoken certain words when 
the fact of which proof is required is merely the speaking, and 
evidence which is tendered to prove that someone else has spoken 
certain words as leading to a conclusion that the words spoken 
were true. The former is admissible (as in cases where the uttering 
of a slander has to be proved) ; the latter is not. 

591. Salutary as is the rule regarding the rejection of hearsay, 
it is manifest that certain statements by the parties must have an 
important bearing upon the determination of the issue, although, 
strictly speaking, such statements, when not proved out of the 
mouth of the person who made them, amount to nothing more tior 
less than hearsay. The various statements of which it has been 
found necessary to admit proof, although the proof be not given by 
the person responsible for the statement, may be either written or 
verbal. They are termed exceptions to the rule regarding the 
rejection of hearsay. 

592. The first exception, and the one most usually met with in 
practice, is that which allows admissions made by one of the 
parties to be proved. The admission is evidence against the party 
making it, but not in his favour. What a person admits against 
himself may reasonably be supposed to be true, although it is 
more than possible that he might fabricate statements in his favour 
or even make them, when untrue, in the belief that they were 
true. Consequently the former statements are admissible; the 

(o) A copy which has merely been examined with a draft, the draft itself 
not haying been examined with the original, will bo rejected {Re Halifax 
Commercial Banking Co. and JVood (1898), 79 L. T. 183). 

(51 See p. 518, po»t. 

(r) Ab to the antiquity of the rule as to hearsay, see 2 Hawk. P. 0., c. 48 , 
«. 14 (8th od.. p. 696) ; Wright v. Doe d. Tatham (1837), 7 Ad. A El. 813, 
Ex. Ch. 
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latter are not (d). An admission may be written or verbal. 
Thus, an entry in a book kept by a party or by his firm cannot, 
strictly speaking, be evidence in his^ favour, although it may be 
evidence against him (e). In practice witnesses are frequently 
allowed to look at their books while giving evidence (/), but this 
is justified only by the rule which allows a witness to refresh 
his memory by looking at any note which he has made at the 
time. The fact that a witness is allowed to look at a document 
when in the box — whether it be a book of account or any other 
document— does not make the document evidence against his 
opponent unless his opponent calls for it, asks Questions upon it, 
and thus does what is called “ puts it in,” t.c., makes it evidence in 
the cause. 

Besides verbal or written admissions, a party may admit by 
conduct ; that is to say, he may so acquiesce in certain conditions, 
or in certain statements made by others, that it would be unjust to 
allow him afterwards to deny the propriety of the one or the truth 
of the other (^f). Admissions may also be made not only by the parties, 
but by any person who is, by his relation to the party, in a position 
to bind him by the admission (fc), by a person jointly interested 
with the party against whom the evidence is tendered, or by the 
latter’s predecessor in title (i). 

593. The next exception to the rule that hearsay will be 
rejected is afforded by the fact that in certain circumstances the 
statements — or declarations, as they are more usually called — of 
deceased persons are admissible in evidence (/c). 

Declarations of deceased persons to be so admissible must have 
been made— 

(a) Against the pecuniary or proprietary interest of the deceased 
when he made it{l ) ; 

(b) In the course of business, or of duty in the nature of 
business (m ) ; 

(c) As to public rights (n) ; 

(d) As to pedigree and ancient possession (o ) ; 


(f/) Darby v. OuBdey (1856), 1 11. & N. 1; li, v. Erdhein^ [1896] 2 Q. B. 
260, C. C. R. ; Ileam v. Rcy/era (1829), 9 B. & 0. 577, 586. 

(c) Smyth v. Ander$on (1849), 7 C. B. 21. 

(/) n, V. Worth [Inhahiianti) (1843), 4 Q. B. 132, 139. 

(^) La Btmque Jacyaes-Cartier v. La Banque d*Epargne de la CHS et du District 
Montrecd (1887), 13 App. Cas. 118 ; Moriarty v. London^ Chatham and Dover 
BaU, Co, (1870), L. B. 5 Q. B. 314 ; and see title Estoppel, p. 388, ante, 

(A) Gonfessions are a coinxncn form of admission. See p. 456, post ; Petch v. 
Lyon (1846), 9 Q. B. 147 ; and title Cbimtkal Law and Paoceduhe, Vol. DC., 
pp. 384—400. 

(i) Oreat Western Bait. Co. ▼. WBlis (1865), 18 0. B. (v. a.) 748; and see 
title Aobnoy, Vot. I., p. 215. As to evideuoo of acts done by an agent or 
servant being evidenoe against the principal or employer, see ibid pp 217, 
218, and title Master and Servant. 
k) See p. 463, post. 
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(e) Wbon dying, as to the cause of death (p) ; or 

(f) With reference to the deceased’s testamentary intentions in 
the contents of his will (q). 

594 . The two cardinal rules with reference to the giving of 
evidence and the exceptions to that which provides that the best 
evidence must always be given having been set out, it remains to 
consider — 

(a) Circumstances in which facts must be proved in a certain 
way; 

(b) Circumstances in which facts do not require to be proved ; 

(c) Circumstances in which alleged facts may not be proved 
at all. 

696. The circumstances in which facts have to be proved in 
a certain way are those in which the statute or the common law 
has provided that no action shall succeed unless founded on a 
written document. They are : — 

(a) Actions brought on the promise of an executor to be person- 
ally liable. This is statutory and is provided for by s. 4 of the 
Statute of Frauds (r). The promise, or some memorandum thereof, 
must be in writing and signed by the party to be charged or some 
person thereunto by him lawfully authorised. The agreement must 
embody the consideration (s). 

(b) Actions brought on the promise of one to be answerable for 
the present or future debt of another (t). The agreement need not 
disclose a consideration on the face of it (n), but a consideration 
must be proved (;r). 

(c) Actions brought on a promise in consideration of 
marriage {y). 

(d) Actions on contracts not to be performed within a year from 
the making thereof (z). This is also provided for by s. 4 of the 
Statute of Frauds and is subject to the same provision regard- 
ing the necessity for a written agreement or some memorandum 
thereof. When the contract sued on is capable of being performed 
within a year from the date when made the statute has no 


(;>) See p. 471, post, and title CaiiimAL Lxw and Peocedube, Yol. IX., 
pp. 393, 689. 


(v) See p. 471, post. 
(r) - “ - 


29 Car. 2, c. 3, 8.4. 

(«) Bann V. Hughes (1778), 4 Bro. PorL Cos, 27 ; and see title Executoes 
AND ADMINISTKATORS. 

(t) Statute of Frauds (29 Oar. 2, c. 3), s. 4. 

(ti) Mercantile Law Amendment Act, 1866 (19 & 20 Viet. c. 97), s. 3. 

(a?) 8empU\. P/nA: (1847), 1 Ezch. 74; HdmfSi y, Mitchell (1859), 7 0. B. 
(n. s.) 361. See titles Contract, Vol. VII., p. 362; Guarantee. 

(y) Statute of Frauds (29 Car. 2, o. 3), s. 4. The section does not, it is to be 
observed, deal with promises to marry, but with contracts to do somethin^p — 
as, for example , to pay money — in considoration of maniage ; and see utle 
Contract, Vol. Vn., p. 364. 

(s) Ihid. This provision applies to an agreement for the sale of goods which 
IS not to be performed wi^n a year, notwithstanding the repeal of s. 16 by the 
Sale of Goons Act, 1893 (56 A 67 Viet c. 71); Prested Miners Co., Lid. v. 
Oamer, Ltd., [1910] 2 KB. 776. 
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Sect. 1. application (a), but on the other hand, if the contract on the face 
Fonctloni of it is for longer, but may be determined by a contingency 
of the Law arising within the year, the statute applies (6). 
of Evidence (e) Actions on contracts to let or sell land. Sects. 1 and 2 of the 
Statute of Frauds (c) provide that “ leases, estates, interests of free- 
hold, or terms of years ” in land are to be in writing, except in 
the case of leases not exceeding the term of three years from the 
making thereof, “whereupon the rent reserved to the landlord 
during such term shall amount unto two third parts at the least 
of the full improved value of the thing demised “ which may be 
created by parol. By s. 4 of the statute no action is to be brought 
on any contract to sell lands “or any interest in or concerning 
them eicept the contract or some note or memorandum thereof 
be in writing. The terms of the contract, the parties to it, and the 
subject-matter of it must appear with reasonable clearness in the 
agreement (d). 

(f) Actions on contracts for the sale of goods of the value of jBIO 
and upwards. This is provided for by the Sale of Goods Act, 1893 (<»). 
The rule is, however, only operative in cases where the buyer has 
neither accepted and received part of the goods, nor given anything 
in earnest to bind the contract or in part payment (/). The 
buyer’s acceptance may be implied from his conduct in dealing with 
the goods (g). Both acceptance (h) and receipt (i) may be con- 
structive, not actual. When a wTitten contract is relied upon it 
need not be contained in one writing ; the statute will be satisfied 
if it can be deduced from several, but the writings must be suffi- 
ciently connected ( j). The names of the parties or of their agents 
must appear in the writing, but if there is doubt as to which party 
is seller and which buyer, parol evidence on the subject may bo 
given (/f); 

(g) Actions relating to the sale of a ship or of a share therein. 
A registered ship or a share therein, when disposed of to a person 
qualified to own a British ship, is to be transferred by bill of sale (/), 
and therefore the document must be produced to prove the sale. 


(a) Cherry v. Ileming (1849), 4 Exch. 631 ; Smith v. Neale (1857), 2 C. B, 
(n. 8.) 67 ; and see title Contract, Vol. VIl., p. 3(55. 

(5) Davey v. Shannon (1879), 4 Ex. D. 81 ; Iteeve v. Jennings (1910), 26 
T. L. E, 676. 

(c) 29 Car. 2, c. 3. See further, as to these provisions of the statute, titles 
Landlord and Tenant; Sale op Land; Specific Performance. 

(</) v. Lake (1859), 2 E. & E. 349. 

(<j) 56 & 67 Viet. c. 71, B. 4 (1). If invalid on this ground, it will not be 
operative in other respects, e.g., to rescind another contract {Noble v. Ward 
(1867), L. B. 2 Exch. 136, Ex. Ch.). See, further, titles Contract, Vol. VIL, 
p. 361 ; Sale of Goods. 

(/) Sale of Goods Act, 1893 (66 & 67 Viet c. 71), s. 4 (1). 


(|r) Ibid,, B. 4 (3). 


(5) Elmore v. SUme (1809), 1 Taunt 458. 
(♦) Manhall v. Orem (1875), 1 C, p, 1). 36. 


{J) Taylor v. Smith, [I893j 2 Q. B. 65, C. A. ; Oliver v. Hunting (1890), 44 
Ch. I). 206 ; Long v. Millar (1879), 4 C. P. D. 450. 

(k) Newell V. Itadjord (1867), L, B. 3 C. P. 62. 

(/) Merchant Shipping Act, 1894 (57 it 68 Viet. c. GO), s. 24 ; and see title 
SuiPPiNo AND Navigation. 
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596. The circumstances in which facts do not require to be 
proved arise where the facts relied on are those of which the court 
takes judicial notice without proof. They include the practice of 
the court itself (rti), all public Acts of Parliament and every statute 
passed since 1851 (unless the statute itself provides to the con- 
trary) (n), the proceedings and privileges of Parliament, the mari- 
time law of nations (o), the London Gazette^ the rules of practice 
in the Supreme Court, all customs established by a course of judicial 
decision (p), the existence and title of every State and Sovereign 
recognised by His Majesty, the existence of a war in which this 
country is engaged, royal proclamations, the Great Seal, the Privy 
Seal, all seals which any court is authorised to use by Act of Parlia- 
ment (q), the seals of a notary public in the King’s dominions (?•), 
and a few other matters of general notoriety or appertaining to the 
ordinary course of nature («). 

597. There are certain cases in which persons are not com- 
pelled to give evidence of fact, such as communications between 
husband and wife made during marriage (t), communications between 
counsel, solicitors, and their clerks, made in professional confidence 
(unless the client expressly authorises the evidence to be given (n)), 
matters which are State secrets (and these include communications 
between public officials in the discharge of their public duties (//) ), 
information given for the detection of crime (unless the disclosure 
bo necessary to show the innocence of an accused (b ) ), judicial 
disclosures— by which is meant disclosures by judges of the 
superior courts or by arbitrators as to matters which have arisen 
before them in their judicial capacity (c), statements by parents 
which wuuld bastardise their offspring (d), evidence which involves 
the unnecessary disclosure of indecent matter (c). 

698. Where a transaction has been reduced into writing, 
extrinsic evidence is inadmissible to contradict, vary, add to, or sub- 
tract from the terms of the document. Verbal evidence, however, 


(m) Pugh Y. Rohiimm (1786), 1 Term Rep. 116. 

lit) Interpretation Act, 1889 (52 & 53 Vict c. 63), b. 9. 

(o) Chandler v. Orievea (1792), 2 Hy. Bl. 606, n. 

(p) London Chartered Bank of Australia v. W'hite (1879), 4 App. Caa. 413, 
422, P. C. ; lie Parker ^ Ex parte Titrquand (1885), 14 Q. B. D. 636, C. A. 

Iq) Doe d. Duncan v. Edwards (1839), 9 Ad. & El. 655. 

(r) Cole V. Sherard (1655), 11 Exch. 482. 

(«) See Stephen, Digest of the Law of Evidence, 8th ed., art. 58 ; Taylor, 
Law of Evidence, 10th ed., ss. 4 — 21 ; and p. 494, poet. 

(0 By the Evidence Amendment Act, 1853 (16 & 17 Viet. c. 83),^ s. 3, neither 
husband nor wife shall be compellable to disclose the communications made by 
one to the other during marriage. 

(m) JVilson V. Raetull (1792), 4 Term Rep. 753, 759; Procter v. Smiles (1886), 
55 L. J. (q. B.) 527, C.A. 

(a) Wyatt y. Uore (1816), Holt (N. P.), 299; Hennessy v. Wright (1888), 21 
d B. 1). 609 ; Wright 4: Co. v. Mille (1890), 62 L. T. 558. 

(b) Marks v. Retf/us (1890), 25 Q. B. D. 494, 0. A. 

^^(c) Ruccleuch [Duke) v. Metropolitan Board of Works (1872), L. R. 5 IL L. 

(d) The AyUsford Peerage (1886), 11 App. Ca«. 1 ; The Pouleli Peerage^ [1903'] 
A. 0. 395 ; Burnaby y. Baillie (1889), 42 Cm. D. 282. 

(e) As to privilege, generally, see pp. 570 et seq., post 
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may be admitted to impeach the document on the ground of fraud ; 
to explain ambiguities not appearing on the face of the document 
itself ; to show the existence of some condition precedent subject to 
which the agreement was made ; and to prove that there was con- 
cluded, at the same time as the written agreement or earlier, another 
agreement adding to but not inconsistent with the former (/)• 

Sect. 2. — Functions of Judge and Jury. 

699. In all proceedings tried by judge and jury questions of law 
are decided by the judge and questions of fact by the jury. It is 
the duty of the judge to give the jury a proper and complete direc- 
tion upon the law applicable to the matters in dispute (^), and it is 
the duty of the jury to accept and follow the direction of the judge 
upon the law. 

600. Questions relating to the admissibility of evidence are 
questions of law and must be determined by the judge, and, if 
such questions depend upon the determination of some preliminary 
question of fact, it is the duty of the judge to decide that question 
by himself after hearing the evidence upon it, when evidence is 
necessary (/<), even though the decision of such preliminary question 
involves the determination by the judge of the same fact which the 
jury have ultimately to decide (i). Upon this principle it is for the 
judge to decide whether deeds or documents more than thirty 
years old are produced from the proper custody (fc), whether a 
witness can claim privilege (Q, and whether documents required 
to be stamped are stamped sufficiently (m). Similarly, where it is 
sought, in the absence of an original document, to adduce secondary 
evidence of its contents (n), the judge decides whether reasonable 


(/) Lindley v. Laceu 17 0. B. (n. s.) A78; and see p. 668, 

(g) See Jumcature Act, 1876 (38 & 39 Yict. o. 77), s. 22. 

(/*) Boyle V. Wiseman (1855), 11 Exch. 360; Weletead v. Levy (1831), 1 
Mood. & E. 138 ; Lewier* Marehall (1844), 7 Man. & G. 729 ; Beaufort {J)uhe)y. 
Vratvehay L. B. 1 0. P. 699; llartfett v. Smith (1843), 11 M. & W. 

483, 486. In Froude v. HMa ^1869), 1 F. & F. 612, the preliminary question 
was, by consent, decided by the jtuy. Where evidence is prim d facie admissible 
other evidence cannot be interi)osra for the purpose of excluding it (Jones v. 
Fort (1828), Mood. & M. 196). 

(♦) Doe d. Jenkins v. Davies (1847), 10 Q. B. 314 ; see, contra, Stowe v. Quemer 
(1870), L. R. 6 Exch. 166. In Eitchins v. Kardfey (1871), L, R. 2 P. & D. 248, 
as a practical means of meeting the difficulty, Ijora Pxmzakcb decided, when 
a strong prtmd/oae cose had been made out, to admit the evidence the admissi- 
bility of which was disputed, and leave the whole case to the jury. In criminal 
coses the rule that where evidence which was not legal evidence had been left 
to the jiuy a conviction ought not to stand (It. v. Oibson (1887), 18 Q. B. D. 
637, C. 0. R. ; It, V. Saunders, [1899] 1 Q. B. 490, 0. 0. R.) is now subject to 
the express powers vested in the Court of Criminal Appeal to dismiss an appeal 
on the giouud that there has been no substantial miscarriage of justice, see 
title Criminal Law and Progedurb, Yol. IX., p. 436, note (q). 

(k) Bees v. Walters (1838), 3 M. & W. 627 ; Doe d. Shrewsbui^ (Earl) ▼. 
Keeling (1848), 11 Q. B. 884 ; Doe d. Jacobs v. Phillips (1846), 8 Q. & 168 ; and 
see OB to proper custody (Meath (Bishop) v. Winchesier (Marquess) (1836), 
3 Bing. (K. c.) 183, H. Ti. ; and p. 612, poat 

(l) Uleave v. Jones (1862), 7 Exch. 421 ; Stace v. Griffith (1869), L. R. 2 P. C. 420. 

(m) BariM v. Smith (1843), 11 M. & W. 483 ; Bennison v. Jewison (1848), 
12 Jur. 486 ; Dunsford v. Curlewfs (1869), 1 F. & F. 702* 

(ft) See p. 6I89 post. 
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exertion or search has been made to procure the original (o), whether 
the original is in the possession of the party to whom notice has 
been given to produce it (p), whether a witness required to produce 
documents under a subpoma duces tecum has a reasonable excuse 
for withholding them from production (q), and any questions that 
may be raised as to the existence (r) or identity (s) of the document 
alleged to be the original. 

In cases of disputed ownership of land, where evidence is tendered 
of acts of ownership done in places not in dispute, it is for the judge 
to decide whether there is such a unity of character in the land in 
dispute and the places where the acts of ownerslup were done as to 
render the evidence admissible (0* 

601 . Although it is the province of the jury to decide questions 
of fact, it is for the judge to decide whether there is any evidence 
upon which they can reasonably find that the party on whom the 
burden of proof lies has established the fact or facts which it is 
necessary for him to prove (a), and it is for the judge to determine 
whether it is open to the jury to draw an inference from the facta 
proved, leaving it to the jury to say whether or not such inference 
shall be drawn (b). If the judge is of opinion that there is no 
evidence upon which the jury can reasonably decide a question of 
fact in favour of the party who has to establish it aflSrmatively, he 
should withdraw the case from them or direct them to find in favour 
of the other party (c), but whenever there is conflicting evidence 
upon such a question it is entirely for the jury to say which evidence 
they accept, and the judge must leave the question to them for 
their decision (d). 

( 502 . The construction, meaning, and effect of all written and 
printed documents, including statutes (e), deeds, wills, agreements 
and letters, are matters which fall within the peculiar province of 
the judge, and where the document is or documents are plain and 
unambiguous there is no question for the jury (/), but it may be 
necessary for the jury to assist the judge by determining as facts 


t o) QuUier v. Jorss (1863), 14 0. B. (n. s.) 747. 

p) Harvey v. Milchetl (1811)» 2 Mood. & R. 366. 

q) Amey v. Long (1808), 9 East, 473. 

r) Froude v. Hohoi (1869), 1 F. & F. 612 ; (7<>x v. Couvdess (1860), 2 F. & P. 


(«) Boyle v. JViaeman (1855), 11 Exch. 360. 

(<} Doe d. Barrett v. Kemp (1831), 7 Bing. 332. As to such evidence, see 
p. 452, poet ; and title Boundaries, Fences, and PABnr Walls, Vol. III., 
pp. 148, 149. 

(а) Ryder ▼. Womhwdl (1868), L. B. 4 Exch. 32, Ex. Ch. ; HiddJe v. National 
Fire and Marine Ineuranee Go, of New Zeadand, [1896] A. C. 372, P. 0. 

(б) Metropolitan RaV. Co, v. Jadeeon (1877), 3 App. Cas. 193; Toal v. North 
Brilieh Railway, [1908] A. 0. 362. 

(c) Such otfa^ party may, however, require that his evidence shall be heard 
^imre a decision is given (& Pincoffe, Ex parte Jacobean (J882), 22 Ch. D. 312, 

(dj hublin, Wicklow, and Wexford Rad, Co, v. Slattery (1878), 3 App. Cas. 

1 

(e) Planchi v. Braham (1887), 8 0. A P. 68; RUiodt v. South Devon Rad, Co. 
(1848), 2 Exch. 725. 

(/) Hitchin v. Oroom (1848), 6 0. B. 615. 
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Similarly, in the case of a document in a foreign language, the 
meaning of the words must first be determined as a question of fact, 
upon the evidence of persons competent to translate them, and to 
explain any technical, legal, or scientific expressions which it may 
contain. The construction of the document so translated then 
becomes a question of law { 1 ). 

The inspection of a record is peculiarly within the province of 
the court (?h), and if there is any dispute as to what are the actual 
words written in a document, it is for the judge on inspection of 
the document to decide, and not for the jury (n). 

The rule that the construction of documents is for the judge 
applies when the contents of a document which is lost are proved 
by secondary evidence. It is for the judge to say what is its 
proper meaning and effect, as it would have been if he had had 
the actual document before him (o). 


Q/) Neihon v. Harford (1841), 8 M. & W. 806; Bowes v. Shand (1877), 
2 App. Cas. 465; Ashforth v. Bedford (1873), L. E. 9 0. P. 20; Alexander v. 
Vamierzee (1872), L, E, 7 0. P, 630, Ex. Ch. 

(h) Hutchison v. Bowker (1839), 6 M. & W. 585. 

ft) Marbeath v. Haldimavd (1786), 1 Term Eep. 172 ; It, v. Cotesworth (1852), 
7 Exch. 595 ; Ashpiiel v. Sercombe (1850), 6 Excn. 147 ; Furness v. Meek (1857), 
27 L. J. (EX.) 34. 

{k) Smithy, Thompson (1849), 8 0. B. 44 ; Moore v. Oarwood (1849), 4 Exch. 
681, Ex. Ch, ; Bvlckow v. Seymour (1864), 17 0. B. (n. s.) 107; Wfrdern v. 
Oommercial Union Insurance Co, (1887), 56 L. T. 240, P. C. ; Maskelyne v. 
Stoilery (1899), 16 T, L. B. 97, H. L. ; Wilkinson y, Stoney (1839), 1 Jebb & S. 
509 ; Brook y. Hock (1871), L. E. 6 Exch. 89. Ab to the admissioility of such 
oral evidence, see pp. 566 et seq,^ post, 

(/) Di Bora (Duchess) v. Philltppe (1863), 10 H. L. Gas. 624 ; Chaienay v. 
Brazilian Submarine Telegraph Co,, [itell 1 Q. B. 79, 0. A. 

(m) R, y. Hacks (1816), 1 Stark. 521. 

in) Remon v. Hayward (1835), 2 Ad. & EL 666. 

\o) Berwick v. Born/alf (1858), 4 0, B. (n. s.) 450; and see Ready, Price, 
tl«k)9] 2 K. R 724, 0. A. 
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603 . In certain matters the respective functions of judge and 8®°^. 2 . 
jury are more particularly defined. In actions for libel and slander Punctlons 
it is the duty of the judge to rule whether the words complained of of Judge 
are, in the circumstances in which they were used, capable of andJwy, 
bearing a defamatory meaning, and, if not, to withdraw the case Defamation, 
from the jury, but, if the judge holds the words capable of being 
defamatory, it is for the jury to decide whether they are defamatory 
or not ( p). If the defence of privilege is raised in such an action Privilege, 
the judge must decide whether the document containing the alleged 
libel is a privileged communication, whether the words complained 
of were published or spoken upon a privileged occasion, and, if so, 
whether there is any evidence of malice (q). The facts, however, 
upon which the judge’s decision upon the question of privilege 
depends, if in dispute, must be found by the jury (r). If the judge 
holds in favour of the privilege claimed and that there is no 
evidence of malice, it is his duty to enter judgment for the 
defendant (s). If the defence raised is tliat of fair comment on a Fair corn- 
matter of public interest, the judge decides whether the matter is “cnt. 
one of public interest, the jury whether the comment is fair(0. 

In actions for malicious prosecution and false imprisonment the Malicious 
question whether, on the facts, the defendant acted without reason- prosecution, 
able and probable cause is for the judge, but the facts on which his 
decision depends must, if disputed, be found by the jury (u). 

In an action against an infant for goods supplied (a), the question Necessarica 
whether or not the goods can be necessaries is a question for the 
judge, and the question whether or not they are necessaries is a 

( p) As to libel, see Goldstein v. Foes (1827), G B. & C. 154 ; Parmiter v. Coupland 
(1840), G M. & W. 105 ; Baylis v. Lawrence (1810), 11 Ad. & El. 920 ,* Ifearne v. 

.S7W/ (1840), 12 Ad. El. 719 ; Slurt v. Blagy 10 a B. 899, 90G, Ex. Ch. ; 

iW, V. Lee (1809), L. B. 4 Exch. 284 ; Hunt v, Ooodlake (1873), 43 L. J. (o. P.) 

64; Saxhy v. Ea»ierhrook (1878), 3 0. P. D. 339, Lord (yOLEiUDOE, C.J., at 
p. 342, and Lindlev, J., at p. 343; Capital anti Counties Jhn/c v. Ifrnty (1882), 

7 App. Cas. 741 ; Ntvill v. Fine Art and Oentrul Insurance Co., [18971 A. C. 08 ; 

Linotpije Co, v. Uriiieh Empire Type-setting Machine Co, (1899), 81 L. T. 331, 

II. L. ; as to slander, see O'Brien v. Salisbury (Marquis) (1889), 6 T. L. 11. 133 ; 
and see title Libel and Slander. 

( 7 ) Stace v. GrifUh (1869), L. E, 2 P. C. 420 ; StiiaH v. Bell, [1891] 2 Q. B. 

841, 0. A., per Lindlev, L.J., at p. 315 ; and see title Libel and Slander. 

(r) l/ebditch v. MacHwaine, [1894] 2 Q. B. 54, 0. A.; Jlojfe v. P Anson and 
Weathrly (1901), 18 T. L. B. 201, U. A. 

( s ) Stuart V. Bell, supra; Turner v. Buwley cfe Son (1896), 12 T. L. B. 402, 

C. A. 

(t) Jtnnery. A'Ptechit (1871), L. B. 7 Q. B. 11 ; Cooney v. Edeveain (1897), 

14 T. L. B. 34, C. A. ; and see title Libel and Slandek. 

(u) As to malicious prosecution, see Brtvwn v. Ilawkce, TlSOl] 2 Q. B. 718, 

C. A. ; miliar v. Dade (1898), 14 T. L. B. 534 ; Cox v. English, Scottish, and 
A ustralian Bank, [1905] A. 0. 168, P. C. ; A hrath v. North-Eastern Bail, Co. (1886), 

11 App. Ciw. 247 ; and title Malicious Prosecution and Procedure. As to 
false impmonmont, see West v. Baxendale (1850), 9 0. B. 141 ; Lister v. Perry • 
man (1870), L, B. 4 II. L. 521 ; and title Trespass. The sirailw question 
whether a pawnbroker reasonably suspects an article offered to him in pawn to 
have been stolen or otherwise illegally or clandestinely obtained so as lo entitle 
him to detain the article and person offering it to him under the Pawnbrokers Act, 

1872 (36 & 36 Viet. c. 93), s. 34, is a question for the judge and not for the jury 
(Hofward v. Clarke (1888), 20 Q. B. D. 558) ; see also title Pawn and Pledoes. 

(o) See title Infants and CmLDREN ; and Sole of Goods Act, 1893 (56 & 57 

.. *-i\ .. f» 
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question of fact for the jury, but it is also a question of law whether 
there is any evidence upon which the jury can find them to be 
necessaries, and if the judge holds there is no such evidence he 
should direct the jury to find for the defendant or withdraw the 
case from them and direct judgment to be so entered (b). 

In questions relating to boundaries, “parcel or no parcel” is for 
the jury. Although the construction of title deeds and documents 
is for the judge, the identification of the land intended to be 
described with the description contained in the deed or document 
is always a question for the jury (c). 

It is in each case a question of law for the judge to decide 
whether a sum of money stipulated in an agreement to be paid by 
one party to another, in the event of the agreement being broken, 
is a penalty or liquidated damages (d), whether a document is a 
sufficient acknowledgment to take a case out of the Statutes of 
Limitation (e), whether an agreement in restraint of trade is void 
as being unreasonably wide (/), and whether a custom is reasonable 
or unreasonable (g). 

In undefended petitions for dissolution of marriage, though there 
are no issues between the parties, the judge must satisfy himself, 
so far as he reasonably can, as to the truth of the petitioner's 
allegations (h). If such a petition, defended by one party but not 
by another, is tried with a jury, it is for the jury to decide the 
matters of fact contested by the party defending, but for the judge 
to be satisfied as to the facts alleged against the party who does 
not defend (i). Upon a husband’s petition for damages against any 
person on the ground of his having committed adultery with the 
petitioner’s wife, the damages must in all cases be ascertained by 
the verdict of a jury (k). 

(h) MaddiKC v. Miller (1813), 1 M. & S. 738; Harrison v. i'^unc (1810), I 
^Inn. & G. S50 ; Brooker v. SevU (1843), 11 M. & W. 67 ; Wharton v. Mackenzie^ 
Cripps V. J/iils (1844), 6 Q. B. 606; PHers v. Fleming (1840), 6 M. & W. 42; 
Barnes v. Titye (1884), 13 Q. B. D. 410; Ryder y, Womhwell (1868), L. B. 4 
Bxch. 32, Ex. Ch. ; Nash y. Inman^ [1903] 2' K. B. 1, C. A. ; and soe title 
Infants and Children. 

(c) Lyley, Richards (1866), L. B. 1 H. L. 222; and see title Boundaeiss, 
Fences, and Party Walls, Vol. III., p. 139. 

(rf) n a//« V. Smith (1882), 21 Ch. D. 243, 0. A. ; WRUon v. Love, [1896] 1 
Q. B. 626, C. A. ; Sainter v. Ferguson (1849), 7 C. B. 716. 

(c) Murrell v. Frith (1838), 3 M. & W. 402, overruling Lloyd v. Maund (1788), 
2 Term Bep. 760 ; R*mt1edge v. Ramsay (183S), 8 Ad. & El. 221 ; Doe d. Curzon 
V. Edmonds (1840), 6 M. & W, 295. Ltnsell v. Bonsor (1835), 2 Bing. (n. C.) 
241, appears to have been wrongly decided. 

(/) Malian v. May (1843), 11 M. & W. 653 ; Haynes v. Doman, [1899] 2 Ch. 
13, C. A. ; Dowden and i’oofe. Ltd. v. Book, [1904] 1 K. B. 45, 0. A. ; United 
Shoe Machinery Co. of Canada y, Brunei, [1909] A. C. 330, P, 0.,|w Lord 
Atkinson at p 341 

(l7) Co. Litt. 56 b ; Tyson v. Smith (1838), 9 Ad. & El. 406, Ex. Ch., per 
Tindal, O.J., at p. 421 ; Bradhum v. Fdey (1878), 3 0. P. D. 129, per 
I.1NDLST, J., at p. 135 ; and see title Cusi'OM and Usages, Vol. X., pp. 253, 254. 
Similarly the reasonableness of a customaiy fine on the dropping of lives of 
tenants of copyholds is for the judge and not the jury ( Wilson v. Hoars (1839), 
10 Ad. d El. &6). 

(5) Matrimonial Causes Act, 1857 (20 d 21 Yict c. 85), s. 29; and see title 
Husband and Wife. 

U) Ibid., 88. 28, 29. 

i^) Ibid., 8. 33. 
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604. A judge sitting without a jury decides the issues both of 
law and fact, and when he is sitting with assessors, and differs from 
them, he is bound to decide in accordance with his own opinion (a). 

Arbitrators are bound by, and must give effect to, the laws of 
evidence (6), unless a relaxation of those laws is justified by the 
submission or by the consent, express or implied, of tlie parties (c). 

Sect. 8. — Burden of Proof 

606. In legal proceedings the general rule is that he who 
asserts must prove — a proposition sometimes more technically 
expressed by saying that the burden of proof rests upon the party 
who substantially asserts the affirmative of the issue. 

This rule is derived from the Boman law, and is supportable not 
only upon the ground of fairness, but also upon that of the greater 
practical difficulty which is involved in proving a negative than in 
proving an affirmative. 

In applying the rule, however, a distinction is to be observed 
between the burden of proof as a matter of substantive law or plead- 
ing, and the burden of proof as a matter of adducing evidence. The 
former burden is.fixed at the commencement of the trial by the state 
of the pleadings, or their equivalent, and is one that never changes 
under any circumstances whatever ; and if, after all the evidence 
has been given by both sides, the party having this burden on him 
has failed to discharge it, the case should be decided against him (d). 

606. In considering upon whom this burden falls, a convenient 
test is to inquire whether the allegation involved, be it affirmative 
or negative, is or is not essential to the particular party’s case, t.e., 
whether he would fail if it were struck out of the record. If it be 
essential, and he would so fail, then the burden of proving it is 
upon him (e). Thus, in an action against a tenant for not rep liring 

(a) The Ben/l (1881), 9 P. D. 137, C. A. ; The Owners of SS. Oannet v. Owners 
o/SS. Alfjoa, [1900] A. 0. 234, 236. 

{h) lie Ennmand Zartizky, Dockih C7o.,[1910] 1 K. B. 327, C. A. ,* and see 
V. Davison (1825), 1 M’Cle. & Yo. 160, and East anl Wat India Dock Co. v, 
Kirk and Randall (1887), 12 App. Ca8. 738. 

(c) Evidence which strictly is inadmissible is admitted in many references 

whore the parties or arbitrators, or both, are not familiar with the law of evidence 
or no objection is taken, and in cases where an arbitrator admits that which 
is not evidence even if he knows it to be inadmissible at law {flayger y. Baker 
(1845), 14 M. & W. 9), the court will, in its discretion, refuse to set his award 
aside if his decision was not misconduct but mere mistake {James v. Jame% 
(1889), 23 Q. B. D. 12, 0. A), but, strictly, that which is not evidence can only 
be admitted by consent, express or implied, of the parties, e.y.^ where an 
umpire is appointed in accordance with the practice in a particular trade, and 
it has been customary in the trade for umpires so appointed to apply their own 
knowledge of the trade to the particular case. The statements to the contrary 
by the judi^s of the Court of Appeal in He Keiijhtey, Maxstetl ik Go. and Durant 
^ fl893] 1 Q. B. 405, C. A., are qualified by the express statement by 

Kay, L.J., at p. 415, that the court wjis not satisfieJd that the evidence reforreii 
to in the judgment in that case was inadmissible, and are therefore only dicta. 
See also as to this case, Rs Enoch and ZarHzky, Bock Cb., supra, per Fab- 
WBLL, L.J., at p. 335. Generally, as to evidence before arbitrators, see title 
Arbitration, Yol. I., p. 462. 

(d) R. T. Stodlart (1909J, 25 T. L. R 612, 0. 0. A. ; Pickup v. Thames 
Insurance Co. (1878). 3 Q. B. D. 594, 599, 600, 0. A. ; Wakelin v. London and 
South Western RaU, Co. (1886), 12 App. Cas. 41. 

(«) Mills r. Barber (1836), I M. AW. 425, 427 ; Ahraihj.Korth EisUm Rail. 
Co. (1883), U Q, B. D. 440, 0. A.,|>er BowRN, L.J., at p. 457. 
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according to covenant, proof of non-repair, though a negative 
averment, is upon the plaintiff ( /*), as also, in an action for malicious 
prosecution, is ihe burden of proving the absence of reasonable 
and probable caure O 7 ). On the other hand, in an action for false 
imprisonment, proof of the existence of reasonable cause is upon 
ihe defendant, since arrest, unlike prosecution, is per se a tort, and 
thus calls for justification (/i). 

Where, however, there are several issues in a case the burden is 
sometimes divided, each party having the burden of proof of one or 
more of the issues cast upon him, and ihe above test may conse- 
quently have to be applied to each of these in turn. But, in a 
general way, the incidence of ihe issues is already pre-determined 
by law, so ihat, with regard to this sense of the term “ burden of 
proof,” little difficulty will usually arise. Thus, in an action for 
damage to goods shipped under a charterparty containing ihe usual 
exception as to damage by perils of the sea, the burden (where 
nothing is admitted by either parly) is upon the plaintiff to prove 
the contract and damage or non-delivery, upon the defendant to 
prove that the damage arose by the perils excepted, and upon the 
plaintiff, in reply, to prove negligence by the defendant disentitling 
him to the benefit of the exception (t). Similarly, in an action 
against an innkeeper for loss of his guest’s luggage, where the loss 
is admitted, but the defences are (1) contributory negligence, and 
(2) statutory exemption beyond £30 — the burden is upon the 
defendant as to the first plea, and upon the plaintiff, in reply, to 
show wilful act, default, or neglect of the defendant so as to disentitle 
the latter to the statutory exemption (k). 

607 . The burden of proof, in the sense of adducing evidence, 
on the other hand, is a burden which may shift continually 
throughout the trial, according as the evidence in one scale or the 
other preponderates (/). This burden rests upon the party who 
would fail if no evidence at all, or no more evidence, as the case 
may be, were adduced by either side. In other words, it rests, 
before any evidence whatever is given, upon the party who has the 
burden of proof on the pleadings, Le., who asserts the affirmative 
of the issue ; and it rests, after evidence is gone into, upon the 
party against whom, at the time the question arises, judgment 
would be given if no further evidence were adduced by either 
side (/a). The rule, in this sense, applies not only to matters 

(/) Steward v. Leffoatt (1836), 7 C. & P. 613. 

{a) Abrath v. North Eastern Nail, Co, (1886), 11 App, Cas. 247. 

Qt) JlicJes V. Faulkner (187^, 8 Q. B. b. 167, 170. 

(t) The Qlendarrochf [1894 J P, 226, C. A. ^ Where the negligence alleged is 
criminal it is not necessary to give such evidonoe as would suffice to convict 
( Vanahion v. London and North Wt^Um Hail, Co. (1874), L. B. 9 Exch. 93). See 
title SnippiNO AND Navigation. 

{k) Mtdawar v. Qrand Hotel Co., [1891] 2 Q. B. 11, C. A. See title Inns and 
Innkeepzrs. 

(/) Abrath v. North Eastern Hail, Co,, sujra ; IHckup v. Thames Insurance Co. 
(1878), 3 Q. B. D. 594, 599, 600, C. A. ; H’aMtn v. London and South Western 
Hail. Co. (1886), 12 App. Cas. 41 ; v. Stoddart (1909), 25 T. L. B. 612, 0. C. A. 

(w) Ab^th V. North Eastern Hail. Co., supra ; Wuhdin v. London and South 
Western Hail, Co,, supra, C. A., as reported at [1896] 1 Q, B. 189, n., 196, n. 
If in an action for negligent driving of an omnibus, the plainUS proves that the 
person dnvtng was the conductor and not the regular dnver, the btirdon is cast 
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wbicb are tbe subject of express allegation in tbe pleadings, but Sect. 8. 
also to those that relate merely to tbe admissibility of evidence or Barden ol 
to tbe construction of documents. Thus, a party desiring to adduce Proof, 
a hearsay statement (n), or secondary evidence of a lost deed (o), — 

must first establish the conditions necessary to its reception ; and 
if a document be ambiguous, tbe party tendering it has the burden 
of showing that his interpretation thereof is correct (p). 

608. There are two cases in which the burden of adducing ExcepUoui: 
evidence is liable to be shifted from the party on whom it would 
naturally fall, and which, therefore, may be considered as exceptions 
to the above general rule : — 

(1) When there exists a rebuttable presumption of law in favour (n Rebut- 

of a party, the burden of rebutting it lies upon his opponent. table pre- 

Thus, a party suing upon a bill of exchange need not, in the first 
instance, give any evidence of consideration, or that he is a holder 
in due course, the presumption on each of these points being in 
favour of the plaintiff ( 5 ). In the same way, the burden of proving 
the death of any person is upon the party asserting it ; but if such 
party gives evidence that the person concerned has not been heard 
of for seven years by those most likely to hear of him, the presump- 
tion of death will arise, and the burden of disproof be shifted to the 
party’s opponent (?*). So, on a charge of manslaughter by negligent 
driving, proof of the killing will throw upon the defendant the burden 
of showing that he exercised proper care, since the presumption is 
that the killing was unlawful (s). 

In many cases, however, the burden of proof has been arbitrarily 
fixed by statute, so that no single uniform rule will apply. 

(2) Where the truth of a party’s allegation lies peculiarly within ( 2 ) Facts 
the knowledge of his opponent, the burden of disproving it lies upon 

the latter. knowledge 

The principle of this exception has frequently been recognised, opponent, 
both by the Legislature (t) and in decided cases (a). On the other 

on him to give evidence that the conductor was acting within the scope of his 
employment {Beard v. Lorvion General Omnibus Co., [1900] 2 Q. B. 630, 0. A.), 

(n) R V. Thompson, [1893] 2 Q. B. 12, C. 0. R. 

( 0 ) Stephen, Digest of the Law of Evidence, 6th od., art, 97. 

Ip) Falck V. Wiiliams, [1900] A. 0. 176, 181, P. 0. 

(q) Bills of Exchange Act, 1882 (46 & 46 Viet. c. 61), s. 30. As to this 
presumption and the shifting of the burden of proof, see title Bills of 
Exchange etc., Vol, II., p. 499. 

(r) See p. 600, post. 

(«) R. V. Cavendish (1873), 8 1. E. 0. L. 178, C. C. R. 

(f) See, e.g.t Eoreigu Enlistment Act, 1870 f33 & 34 Viet. c. 90), ss. 8, 9, 
wbere the bui^en is cast upon the builder of a snip to prove that he did not 
know she was to be employed in contravention of the Act. 

{a) Apothecaries Co, v. D&niley (1824), Ry. & M. 159 (action for penalties 
against a person for practiaing asau apothecary without a certificate, proof of the 
certificate held to lie on the defendant as being peculiarly within his knowledge) ; 
and see IHckson v. Evans (179^, 6 Term Rep. 67 ; R, v. Turner (1816), 5 M. & S. 

206 ; Ilibbi v. Ross (1866), L. K 1 Q. B. 634, 641, per Mellob, J., and see ibid,, 
p. 643, where the present doctrine is apparently countenanced by Blackbuhe, J . ; 

Magdalen Hospital iOovernors) v. Knotts 8 Ch. D. 709, 724, 0. A. ; Mahony 

v. Waterford, Limerick, and Western Rail, Uo„ [1900] 2 I. R. 273 ; Powell v. 

M'Qtynn and JEkradlaw, [1902] 2 I. B. 164, wbere it is accepted by BoTD, J., at 
p* 1 75, and apparently by O'Bbien, L.C. J., at p. 186, but denied by Bahtov, J., at 
p. 169 ; General Accident Fire and Life Aseurante Corporation v. Robertson (or 
Hunter) (19091. 26 T. L. R. 685. 686. H. L. 
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hand, its validity has been several times challenged by high aritho- 
rities (fc), and having regard to this conflict of oijinion, the following 
statement of the point is, perhaps, the one which is the least open 
to objection : — “ In considering the amount of evidence necessary 
to shift the burden of proof, the court has regard to the oppor- 
tunities of knowledge with respect to the fact to be proved which 
may be possessed by the parties respectively 


Part II.— Facts which may be Proved. 

Sect. 1. — Facts in Issue. 

609. The facts which, in any particular case, are legally essential 
to establish the claim or defence of the parties respectively, and 
which have been alleged on the one side and denied on the other, 
are technically termed facts in issue (d). In the vast majority of 
cases these facts are all pre-determined by substantive law ; they 
form a class apart, with which logic has nothing necessarily to do, 
and it is these alone which can be submitted for decision to a 
tribunal. This is sometimes expressed by saying that an issue is 
never raised as to a merely relevant or evidential fact(ef). Having 
got a fact in issue, it becomes a question how far it may be con- 
sidered the subject of evidence (/*). It seems natural enough 
to say, ** Evidence may be given in any proceeding of any fact in 
issue*’ {g)\ but in practice this is not literally true. Suppose, 
for exami)le, that A. is charged with the murder of B. and pleads 
not guilty, and that the following facts are in issue ; (1) The fact 
that A. killed B. ; (2) the fact that A. was at the time prevented 
by disease from knowing right from wrong ; and (8) the fact that 
A. had received from B. such provocation as would reduce the 
offence to manslaughter {h). If each of these statements was turned 

(5) ** The proof may be difficult where the matter is peculiarly within the 
defendant’s knowledge, but that does not vary the rule of law ” ( Voe d. Bridget 
V, Whitehead (1838), 8 Ad. & El. bll^per Lord Denman, O.J., at p. 575) ; “I 
doubt whether those exnressions are not too strong. They are right as to the 
weight of the evidence, out there must bo some evidence to start it, in order to 
cast the onus on the other side*’ {Elkin y. Janson (1845), 13 M. «& W. 6o5, ptr 
Alderson, B., at p. 662); and, in a leading and more modem case: — **It has 
been said that an exception exists in those cases where the facts lie peculiarly 
within the knowledge of the opposite party. The counsel for the plaintiff ha« 
not gone the length of contending that in all those cases the onus shifts. ... I 
think that a proposition of that kind cannot be maintained and that the excep- 
tions suppose to be found amongst oases relating to the game laws may be 
explained on special grounds** ^ broth v. North Eastern Rail, Co. (1883), 11 
Q. B. D. 440, 0. A., per Bowbn, L.J., at pp. 457, 458). 

! e) Stephen, Digest of the Law of Evidence, 6th edL, art 96. 
d) Ibid., art. 1. 

e) Whaiton, Law of Evidence in Civil Issues, s. 26. 

/) A judge has no right to nonsuit the plaintiff without his consent on his 
counsel*s opening statement {Fhtcher v. tandon and North Western RaH. Co., 
[ 18921 1 Q. B. 122, 0. A.). 'Where defendant has admitted aU the facts pleaded, 
the plaintiff will not be allowed to call evidence, except by leave of the court 
on special grounds {The Hardwidi (1883), 9 P. D. 32; The Rothbury (1893), 10 
T. L. B. 60). 

fc) Stephen, Digest of the Law of Evidence, 6th ed., art. 2. 

{h) 2bid.f illusmtion to art. 2. 
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into an interrogatory and put to a witness— ^.<7., “ Did A. kill B. ? ” Skct. 1. 

—the court would at once disallow it as a leading question (i) ; but Facts in 

even supposing the form to be corrected to the familiar ** Tell us Issue, 

what happened,” and the witness were to reply, “ A. killed B. ; A. 
did not know right from wrong ; A. received such provocation as 
reduces his offence to manslaughter,” the answers would still be 
excluded, because they involve inferences of law or fact which it is 
the province of the court or jury, and not of the witness, to draw (/c). 

In simple cases, involving no inference on the part of the witness, 
this objection does not apply, e.g,, in an action of slander, where 
a fact in issue may be merely whether the defendant spoke the words 
or not (/). Nor does it apply where, as on questions of identity, though 
an inference or impression is stated, it is not always possible to give 
the bases thereof. Wherever the inference is doubtful, however, the 
proper course is for the witness to state the incidents relied on as 
constituting or amounting to the main fact, and not the latter per se. 

There are many incidents, however, which, though not strictly inciJenta not 
constituting a fact in issue, may yet be regarded as forming a part f^ct 
of it, in the sense that they closely accompany and explain that 
fact. In testifying to the matters in issue, therefore, witnesses 
must state them not in their barest possible form, but with a 
reasonable fulness of detail and circumstance (m). These con- 
stituent or accompanying incidents are in law said to be admissible 
as forming part of the res gesta or main fact (n); and, when they 
consist of declarations accompanying an act, are subject to three im- 
portant qualifications : (1) They must not be made at such an interval 
as to allow of fabrication, or to reduce them to the mere narrative 
of a past event (0) ; (2) they must relate to, and can only be used 
to explain, the act they accompany, and not independent facts prior 


fi) See p. 694, post, 

{k) Bon field v. Smith (184*1), 12 M. & W. 406, where the point in issue was 
whether A. sold goods to B. solely, or to B. and 0. jointly, and it was held that 
A. could not be asked, “ With whom did you deal ?” but that he might properly 
have been asked questions as to any particular acts that were done by the 
parties ; Riggy, Manchester t Sheffield^ and Lincolnshire Rail, Co. (1866), 14 W. E. 
834, whore the question for decision was whether a railway platform was 
dangerous, and it was held that the opinions of witnesses that it was, or was not 
so, were inadmissible, though a statement that it was slippery e(a was allowed ; 
Seed y, Higgins (I860), 8 H. L. Cas. 650, per Lord Wenbleydalb, at pp. 665, 
666 (question of infringement of patent : experts, though they may give their 
opinions on the points of science involved, may not testify that there has, or has 
not been, an infringement); Orove y, Bnlatvayo Estate and Trust Co. (1898), 
TimeSt 30th March, 0. A. (experts not allowed to be asked whether a certain 
corporation was a ** gold-mining company,*’ as it depended on the construction 
of the prospectus etc.). 

(Q Ciarhs v. ifam (1904), Ttmrs, 24th March. 

im) Phipson, Law of Evidence, 4th ed., p. 46. 

(n) “The principle of admission is that the declarations ere joar# 

{Rouch V. Chrecd Western Rail. Co. (1841), 1 Q. B. 51, per Lord Denmam, C.J., at 
p. 60). As to what constitute the res gesta in criminm cases, see title CbiminaIi 
Law awd PEocisDuuK, Vol. IX., pp, 379—381. 

(o) Thompson v. Trevanion (1693), Skin. 402 (action by husband and wife for 
bjuries to utter : statement of wife, “immediate upn the hurt revived and 
before she had time to devise anything to her own advantam),'’ admitted) ; The 
Schwalbe (1869), Sw. 621 (colhsion action : statement by pilot after his ship was 
cut away and while she was backing, “ The damned helm is still a-starboard,” 
teceivett) ; Jgaseiz v. London Tramway Co. (1872), 21 W. B. 199 (action 
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sbot. 1. or subsequent thereto (p); and (B) though admissible to explain^ or 
Facts in corroborate, they are not in general to be taken as any proof of 
Issue. the truth of the matters stated (q) : they are consequently not, in 
any strict sense, to be classed as exceptions to the hearsay rule (r). 
Mental and 610. With regard to the proof of mental and physical con- 
ditions, certain limitations prevail. Thus, although witnesses 
con 1 ons. evidence of their own mental or physical condition at a 

given time, they may not testify directly as to that of others, 
but should state the facts from which the condition may be 
inferred. When, then, the bodilv or mental feelings of another 
person are material to be proved, the usual expressions of such 
feelings made at the time by such person may be shown («). If 


against tramway company for injury to passenger : remark by fellow passenger 
to conductor, a few minutes after the collision, “ The driver ought to be 
reported,” and the conductor’s reply, ** He has already been report^, for he 
has been off the line five or six times to-day,” rejected, the transaction being 
over, and the remark referring not to the res, but to the past acts, of the driver) ; 
Smith V. lilukey (1867), L. E. 2 Q. B. 326 (question as to terms on which A. *8 
country agent bought goods from B. : letter to A. by the agent, immediately 
after the sale, stating the terms, rejected) ; R, v. Bedinyfield (1879), 14 Oox, 0. 0. 
341 (charge of murder: exclamation of deceased, while rushing with her throat 
cut out of a house entered by prisoner a minute or two before^ of ** Oh aunt, see 
what Bedingheld has done to me,” rejected, the transaction being over) ; see also 
Jl, V. Qoddard (1882), 15 Cox, 0. 0. 7 ; Oilbey v. Oreut Wtetern Rail, Co, (1910), 
102 L. T. 202, 0. A. In R. v. UetUngfiM^ supra, Cookburn, O.J., is generally 
considered to have applied the rule too strictly ; on the other hand, the dictum of 
liord Denman, O.J., in Rouch v. Qreod Western Rail, Co. (1841), 1 Q. B. 51, that 
** conourronce of time, though material, is not essential, ” seems to err in the 
op[)o«ite direction, the weight of authority favouring a substantial, though not 
a literal, contemporaneousness. Where, however, the act is of a continuous 
nature — f,g., prolonged residences in cases of domicil — declarations made at any 
time during its currency may properly be received (Doncet v. Oeoghegan (1878), 
9 Ch. 1). 441, 0. A. ; Re Grove, Vaucher v. Treusum/ SolidUvr fl888), 40 Ch. I). 
216, C. A.). For a consideration of the oases decided under toe old bankruptcy 
law, some of which contain very loose dicta on this point, see Law Quarterly 
iloviow, Vol. XIX., pp, 445 — 447. 

(p) Hyde V. Palmer (1863), 32 L. J. (q. B.l 126 (question whether an article 
patented by A. in 1849 had been publicly sold byB. in 1846: evidence that B. 
in selling the same article in 1850 bad ihen remarked, ** This is a new article 
which I don’t want fully known,” rejected to show that the sale in 1846 was also 
a private one); and see Agassiz v. Lcmdim Tramway Co. (1872), 21 W. E. 199, where 
a statement accompanying an act was rejected because relating to prior acts. 

(y) Perkins v. Vaughan (1842), 4 Man. & O. 988 (statement by acceptor of bill, 
when refusing to pay, that his signature had been forged by the drawer, 
admitted to show the good faith of the presenter in taking criminal proceedings 
against the drawer, but not to prove the forgery); Milm v. Leisler (1862), 7 
II. & N. 786 (question whether A. sold goods to B. peiBonully, or to B. as agrat 
for 0. : letter by A. to his own agent, owing him to ” enquire as to credit oxC., 
and also of B., who is making large purchases for 0.,” admitted in A.'s favour, 
to corroborate other evidence, though not as any proof se, that B.’s purchase 
was for C.l ; 2"he AyUsford Peerage (1885), 11 App. Cos. 1 (quest i<m as to legiti- 
macy of cnild born iu wedlock : letter from mother to friends stating that an 
adulterer was the father of her child admitted, not as evidence of truth of that 
statement, but as paH of adulterous conduct, leading to the conclusion of 
Elegitimacy). 

a See pp. 455 ef s^„ post, 

** There is nothing outside a man’s mind which is a oertain indication of 
what is going on inside, yet you must look into it if you are TOingto find fraud 
against him, and unless you think you see what must have been in his mind 
you cannot find him guuty of fraud” (Angus v. Clifford, [1891] 2 Ch. 449, per 
Bowxk, L.J., at p. 471), 
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these were the natural language of the affection, whether of body 
or mind, they furnish satisfactory evidence, and often the only 
proof, of its existence ; and the question whether they were real 
or feigned is for the jury to determine (t). Such declarations are 
sometimes considered to fall within the res gesta principle, and 
sometimes to form a special category of their own : in either view, 
however, they are admitted merely as manifestations from which 
the given condition may be inferred, and not as assertions establish- 
ing the truth of the facts stated (a). So the answers of patients to 
inquiries by medical men and others, are admissible to prove their 
state of health, provided the answers be confined to contemporaneous 
symptoms, and are not in the nature of a narrative as to how or by 
whom the injuries were caused (Z;). Again, where it is material to 
prove the terms upon which two persons have lived, their conversa- 
tions and correspondence with each other, or with third parties, are 
admissible (c) ; though, in the case of letters, in order to guard 
against collusion, independent evidence may be required that they 
were written before any suspicion of collusion could arise (d). 

Sect. 2 — Facts relevant to the Issue. 

Sub-Sect. 1— -/n Omeral. 

611. Facts relevant to the issue are facts which tend, directly 
or indirectly, to prove or disprove a fact in issue or to prove directly 
some relevant fact. 

Strictly speaking, legal and logical relevancy are not quite 
conterminous, law in some cases rejecting as the basis of an 
inference matters which logic would accept, e.g., similar occur- 
rences and character ; in others prescribing as legal proof arbi- 
trary requirements which have no logical bearing on the issue, 
e.g., search and similar incidents necessary to admit secondary 
evidence of documents. In the main, however, the legal and logical 
theories coincide, and in the vast majority of cases the law will 
accept as evidence those matters which are indicated as such by the 
ordinary course of human experience. 

It is not possible to classify all the facts which inay be relevant in 
a judicial inquiry; but experience shows that in courts of law 
certain important classes of fact tend continually to recur as the 
bases of proof. These may, for convenience, be roughly grouped 
under three main divisions : (1) facts probative of the mam fact ; 

(2) facts showing the identity or connection of the parties; and 

(3) facts showing state of mind. 

(0 Taylor, Law of Evidence, 10th ed., s. 580. 

(a) Phipson, Law of Evidence, 4th e<L, p. 60; and soe II. v. Gunnell (188G), 
16 Cox, 0. C. 154, 0. C. B. ^ „ 

(5) Gardner Peerage Claim (1727), Le Merchant’s Report, pp. 169 — 1 <0 ; /?. v. 
Blandy (1752), 18 State Tr. 1117 ; Aveson v. Kinnaird {Lord) (1806), 6 East, 188 ; 

B. V. GuUridge (1840). 9 0. & P. 471, 473 ; R. v. Nichdae (1840), 2 Car. & Kir. 
246, 248 ; R. v. Johnson (1847), 2 Car, & Kir. 354 ; R. v. Oloster (1888), 16 Cox, 

C. C. 471 ; QRbey v. Great Western RaU. Co. (1910), 102 L. T. 202, 0. A. As to 
the exceptional case of complaints in charges of rape, see p. 446, post. 

(c) Trelawney v. Colman (4817), 2 Stark. 191, 193; WillU v. Bernard (1832), I 
L. u. (c. p.) 118 ; Winter v. Wroot (1834), 1 Mood, ft B. 404. 

(d) Edwards v. Crock (1801), 4 Esp. 39 ; Tr^wney v. Colman, supra; Ilotdu 

•ton V. Smyth (1825), 2 0. ft P. 22, 24; WilUm v. Webster 7 0. &P. 108, 


Sect. 1 . 
Facts in 
Issue. 


Fncts relevant 
to the issue. 
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Sect. r. 
Facts 
relevant to 
the Issue. 

Facts 

logically 

probative. 


Continuance 
of facts. 


Presumption 
of life. 


Sub-Sect. 2. — FacU Prohative of the Main Fact. 

612. Facts which have a natural and logical tendency to prove or 
disprove the main fact, or which experience ordinarily shows to 
have that efTect, are, in general, also legally admissible. Thus, the 
question being whether A. is the child of B., the fact that in 
appearance A. closely resembles B. is relevant and admissible (e). 
So, the question being whether A. survived B. in a shipwreck in 
which both lost their lives, the fact that A. was stronger, in better 
health, and a more expert swimmer than B. is relevant (/). On 
the other hand, where the question is whether the pupils at a certain 
school were badly fed and lodged, evidence that they were badly 
educated should be rejected as irrelevant to that issue (g). 

There are other classes of facts, however, of common occurrence 
in courts of law, but whose probative bearing is much less obvious, 
and which, to the lay mind, might in many cases seem to have a 
merely fanciful and remote connection with the issue. The law, 
nevertheless, allows them to be proved for what they are worth, 
leaving their weight to be determined by the circumstances of each 
individual case. 

613. In many cases the existence of the main fact may be shown 
by proving its previous existence at a reasonably proximate date, there 
being a probability that certain conditions or relations continue. 
This was formerly regarded as a presumption of law, but the better 
opinion now is that it is, in most cases, merely a probability, 
or presumption of fact, which will vary with the particular 
circumstances (h). 

The most important application of this principle arises in the case 
of human life, as to which an inference of fact may legitimately be 
drawn that a person alive and in health at a certain time was alive 
a short time tO>.or even several years {j), later. Similar inferences 
have also been drawn in the case of sanity (k), insanity (i), religious 
opinions On), partnership (n), the tenure of land(o) or office (p), 


(e) Pagot v. Bagot (1878), 1 L. B. Ir. 308 ; Burnaby v. Baillit (1889), 42 Gi. D. 
282, 290. 

(/) Sillick v. Booth (1841), 11 L. J. (cn.) 41 ; but not the more fact that A. 
was a male and B. a female {Underwood v. Wing (1865), 4 De G. M. & G. 633 ; 
Wing v. Angrnve (18C0), 8 H. L. Cas. 183) ; see also Durrani v. Frund (1851), 
5 De G. & Sm. 343, and R, v. Hay (1767), 1 Wm. Bl. 640. 

(^) Boldron v. (1824), 1 0. & P. 66. 

(A) K.g,, the fact that aelendant was driving a motor car when stopped is 
Bome evidence that ho had been driving it at a recent stage of the same journey 
{Beresford v. St Alhane Justices (1905), 22 T. L. B. 1). 

(♦) Re PhenS'e Truete (1870), 6 Ch. App. 139; R, v. Lumley (1869), L. B. 
1 C. C. B. 190 ; Re Comnor (1892), 29 L. B. Ir. 261 ; Re Aldereey^ Qiheon v. HedU 
[1906] 2 Ch. 181, 185. 

{J) R. V. Wilfahire (1881), 6 Q. B. D. 366, C. C. B. (eleven years) ; R. v. Jonee 
(1883). 15 Cox, 0. C. 284, 0. C. B. (seventeen years). 

(k) Dyce Sombre v. Provp (1856), Dca. & Sw. 22, 38 ; Sutton v. Sadhr (1867J, 
26 L. J. (a p.) 284. 

{1) Smith V. Temtt (1867), L. B. I P. & D. 398. 

(m) A.’^O. v. Bramaugh (1884), Cab. & El. 467 — 469 ; and see title 
Ecclesustical liAW, Vol. XI.. p. 357, note (n). 

(t») dark V. Alexander (1844), 8 ^tt (k. B.), 147| 161 ; Brown ▼. Wren 
Brothm, [1895] 1 Q. B. 390. 

(o) Pkk^i V. Packham (1868), 4 Ch. App. 190. 

(p) B. V. Vudd (1805), 5 Esp. 230. 
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and the settlement of paupers (<?). So, in the absence of evidence 
to the contrary, a debt once proved to exist is presumed to remain 
unpaid (r). And where adultery has been proved, its continuance 
will be presumed while the parties live under the same roof (s) ; but 
if the continuance of a condition is unlawful it will not in general 
be presumed (a). 

The presumption of continuance may operate retrospectively, and 
it has, in fact, been so applied in several instances. Thus, the fact 
that a ship became unseaworthy, without visible cause, shortly after 
sailing is evidence that she was unsea worthy at the time of 
sailing (6). And a letter which was proved to be unsealed when 
received was presumed to have been so when posted (c). 

614 . The doing of an act may, in some cases, be inferred from 
the existence of a general course of business according to which it 
would ordinarily be done, there being a probability that the general 
practice will be follow^ed in the particular case. The most common 
illustration under this heading arises in tlie case of letters which, if 
proved to have been addressed properly and posted, are presumed to 
have been received in due course (^i). Under several statutes and 
orders, indeed, such proof is rendered conclusive where the letter has 
been registered, and in certain cases even where it has not (r). The 
same presumption has been applied where the question was whether 
a licence to export certain goods had been obtained, and proof was 
given that the goods had been entered at the Custom House for 
exportation, and a licence was presumed from the fact that the course 
of office did not permit exportation without one (/). 

The principle, however, is not by any means confined to public 
offices, but applies also to private concerns. Thus, wljere it 
Avas necessary to prove that an employer had paid certain wages 
to his servant, evidence was received that it was the former’s 
practice to pay all his workmen regularly every Saturday, that the 
servant in question had been seen with the others waiting to be 
paid, and that he had not afterwards been heard to complain (y). 


ei5. As a general rule, title to property may be shown by the 
exercise of acts of ownership in connection therewith (/i). Thus, 
possession is not only privid facie evidence of ownership (Q, but is 


{q) II. V. Tanner (1795), 1 Esp. iiOl. 

(r) Jachon v. Irvin (1809), 2 Camp. 48, 60. 

(a) Turton Turton (1830), 3 Hag. Ecc. 338, 350. 

(a) Price v. Worwood (1859), 4 H. & N. 512, 514. 

(5) Pickup V. Thames Insurance Co, (1878), 3 Q. B. D. 694, C. A.; Ajam 
G»olam Hossen Co. v. Union Marine Insurance Co., Ilajce Casiim Joosub v. 
JJum Goolam Ilossen Co., [1901] A. 0. 362, P. C. 

(c) B. V. Burdett (1820), 4 B. & Aid, 95, 124, 125. ^ 

(d) Kufh Y. Weston (1799), 3 Esp. 54 ; Ifarren v. Warren (1834), 1 Cr. M. & U. 

250; Dunhp y. Higgins (1848), 1 li. L. Cas. 381 ; Household lire Insurance Co, 
V. Grant (1879), 4 Ex. D. 216, C. A. , .r - « v. 

(e) For a li^ of these statutes and orders, see Taylor, Law of EvidencOf 
10th ed„ 8. 180, and note (d), p. 556 ,p<m<. 


title Boukbabies, Fences, 



Am > Pabit Waixs, Vol. Hi., pp. 148, 149. 

(0 WM Y. Fox (1797), 7 Term Eep. 391, 397. 


As to this presumption in 
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Sect. 1 ^igo evidence of the highest title to the property in question (fc), and, 

Facts ns against mere wrongdoers, has incases of trespass to real property 

relevant to gyen been said to be conclusive (f). Moreover, the presumption from 
the Issue. possession of land will, in general, apply not only to tlie surface, 
but also to the minerals underneath (m), though an exception to this 
exists in mining districts where the two are frequently held in 
different rights, and even in other cases the presumption may 
always be rebutted by proof of separate enjoyment {n). In addition 
to possession, other indicia of title are also admissible as evidence 
of ownership, receipt of the rents and profits of the property, 
and the discharge of its burdens and repairs (o). On the same 
principle, granting leases (p), planting and felling timber (q), cutting 
grass, and grazing cattle or turning off those of strangers (r), have 
been held evidence of a right to the soil ; perambulations by the 
lord have been held evidence of the boundaries of a manor («) ; and 
user has been held evidence of title to an easement, the character 
of the user determining the extent of the easement (t). 

In all these cases it is important to remember that acts of 
ownership are receivable not as admissions, since they operate in 
favour of the party exercising them, but as evidence of possession, 
and thus as proof of title (u). 

Ancient When the fact to be proved is the ancient possession of property, 

poMession. ownership tendered consist of documents over 

thirty years old, two important qualifications exist, and these will 
only be receivable (1) if they purport to constitute (wholly or in 
part) the transactions which they effect, and are not mere prior 
directions to do, or subsequent narratives of having done, them (a) ; 
and (2) if they are produced from proper custody (6). To be of 

relation to a wife’s separate property when in the house of hor husband, see 
Jl. V. Murray f [1906] 2 K. B. 386, C. 0. B. ; compare Ramsay y, Margrett^ [1894] 
2 a. B. 18, 0. A. 

(Ji) Jayne v. Price (1814), 6 Taunt. 326; Doe d. Daniel v. Cmlthred (1837), 7 
Ad. & El. 235 ; Doe d. Graham v. Penfold (1838), 8 0. & P. 636, 637 ; Daintry v. 
RrocJciehurst (1848), 3 Exch. 207 ; Mettersy, Brown (1863), 1 II. & C. 686, 692. 

(/) Elliott V. Kemp (1840), 10 L, J. (exJ 321, 

(m) Rowhoiham v. Wilson (1860), 8 II. L. Cas. 348. 

(n) Rowe v. Qrenfd (1824), By. « M. 396 ; Rowe y, Brenton (^1828), 8 B. & 0. 737. 

(o) Stephen, Digest of the Law of Evidence, art. 5, n. ; Ferrand v. Milligan 
(1845), 7 Q. B. 730. Declarations accompanying acts of ownership may also 
be proved as indicating the nature of the acts (uennison v. Cartwright (1864), 
6 B. & S. 1). Notice to a purchaser that rents are paid by tenants to stme 
l>er8on whose receipt is inconsistent with the title of the vendor, is notice of that 
person’s rights {Hunt v. Luck^ [1902] 1 Oh. 428, 0. A.). 

(p) Doe d. Egremoni {Earl} v. Patman (1842), 3 Q, B. 622, 623 — 626, where 
counterparts signed by the lessees were received ; Magdalen Hospital {Governors) 
V. Knotts (1878), 8 Cb. D. 709, 0. A. ; Haigh v. West, [1893] 2 Q. B. 19, 30, 0. A. 

{q) St Leonards {Lord) v. Ashhamer (1869), 21 L. T. 695; Doe d. Stansbury 
V. Arkwright (1833), 5 C. & P. 576. 

(r) Bdmore (Counfess) v, Kent County Council, [1901] 1 Ch. 873. 

Is) Woolunty V, Rowe (1834), 1 Ad. & El. 114. 

(<) Gingell, Son and Foskeit, Ltd, v. Stepney Borough Council, [1906] 2 K. B. 468 ; 
Cowling v. Iligginson (1838), 4 M, & W. 216 ; BUxekeU v. Lowes (1814), 2 M. & S. 
494 ; and title Easements and Feofits k Pbendbb, Yol. XI., pp. 269, 266. 

(ft) Jones V. Williams (1837), 2 M. & W. 326, per Parke, B., at p. 327. 

(а) Malcolmson v. 0*Dia (18^), 10 H. L. Cos. 693 ; Bristow v. Cormican (1878), 
I App. Cas. 641,668 ; Blandy^Jmkins y. Danraven(Earl), [1899] 2 Ch. 121, C. A. 

(б) As to proper custody, see p. 512, post. 



Part II. — Facts which may be Proved. 


448 


weight, moreover, these paper dispositions should be corroborated 
by proof of modern enjoyment thereunder, since it is conceivable 
that unscrupulous persons might have fabricated the deeds without 
having any title to the property (c). Strictly speaking, however, the 
absence of modern enjoyment goes merely to the weight, and not 
to the admissibility, of the evidence. Documents tendered under 
this head are sometimes considered to be admissible by way of 
exception to the hearsay rule ; but seeing that they are received 
not as proving the truth of the matters stated, but merely as acts 
raising the inference of ownership, they are more properly classed 
under the present heading. 

616. Under the present head may be classed the rule that acting 
in a public capacity, or relation, is evidence of title so to act, even 
in favour of the party so acting, and even against third persons who 
have in no way acquiesced therein. Moreover, acting in a public 
office is evidence of due appointment, although the appointment is 
required to bo by deed (d), and is directly in issue in the proceed- 
ings (e), and although the acting is only shown to have taken place 
on a single occasion, and the case is a criminal one(/). The 
appointment of the following officials has been held, at common law, 
to be provable in this manner : Lords of the Treasury (g ) ; Masters 
in Chancery, though exercising special powers (h) ; deputy county 
court judges (t) ; commissioners for oaths (/c) ; surrogates (1 ) ; sheriffs 
and under-sheriffs (m) ; justices of the peace, constables, and 
watchmen, though the appointments were, in some cases, made 
under local Acts(«); churchwardens (o) ; overseers (p) ; vestry 
clerks (q ) ; trustees for raising rates under local Acts (r) ; trustees 
under a turnpike Act (s) ; bank directors (0; weigh-masters of 
market towns (a) ; and attested soldiers in the recruiting service (^). 
And this common law rule has, in a few cases, been extended by 


c) Fort V. Clarke (1826), 1 Buss. 604. 

^d) Doe d. James v. Brawn (1821), 5 B. & Aid. 243. 

(e) Dexter y, Hayes (I860), 11 I. 0. L. R. 100; affirmed suh nom, Hayes y. 
Dexter (1861), 13 t C. L. R. 22, Ex. Ch. ; Faulkner v. Johnson (1843), 1 1 M. & W. 
581. 

(/) R. V. Roberts (1878), 14 Cox, C. C. 101, 0. 0. R.; R. v. Lawson, [1905] 
1 K. B. 541, 0. C. R. 

{g) R. V. Jones (1809), 2 Camp. 131. 

Ui) Marshall v. Lamb (1843), 5 Q. B. 115. 

(t) R, v. Roberts, supra, 

\k) R, V. Howard (1832), 1 Mood. & R. 187 ; R. v. Nevion (1844), 1 Car. & 
Kir. 469, 480 ; and see R, v. Murphy (1837), 8 C. & P. 297. 

U) R, V, Verelst (1813), 3 Camp. 432. 

(m) Dunbury v. Matthews (1844), 1 Car. & Kir. 380; Doe d, James v. Drawn, 

supra; Plumer v. Briscoe (1847), 17 L. J. (q. b.) 168; Robinson v. CoUtngwood 
(1864), 17 C. B. (N. 8.) 777. „ . , 

(n) Berryman v. JVise (1791), 4 Term Rep. 366 ; Butler v. Ford (1833), 
ICr. &M. 662. 

1 o) R, V. MUcheU (1818), cited 2 Story on Criminal Evidence, 307, n. 
p) Doe d. Bowley v. Bamee (1846), 8 Q. B. 1037. 
q) M*Gahey v. Alston (1836), 2 M. & W. 206. 
r) R, V, Murphy, supra, at p. 310. 
s) Pritchard V. JFa&er (1827), 3 C. A P. 212. 
t) R, V. Boaler (1892), 67 L. T. 354 ; and see R. v. Lawson, supra, 
a) McMahon v. Lennard (1858), 6 U. L. Caa. 970 ; Dexter v. Hayes, supra, 
h) Wofton y, Gavin (1850), 16 Q. B. 48. 
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Burr, 3, 
Facta 
relevant to 
the IsBue. 

Private 
capacity or 
relationsbip. 


Custom and 
usage. 


statute, e.ff,, to the proof of the appointment of olScers of excise (c) 
and cnstomB (d). 

On the other hand, the fact that a person has acted in a private 
capacity, or relation, is generally, though not always, excluded as 
evidence of title, since the same safeguards do not exist as in the 
case of public functionaries. Evidence of the above nature has, 
accordingly, been rejected to prove the authority of a solicitor to act 
for his client (e) ; that of a collector of tithes for a private owner (/); 
as well as, it has been said, that of an executor or administrator^); 
although it has been allowed in order to establish the relations of 
master and apprentice, landlord and tenant, and co<partners (k). 
But mere cohabitation is primd facie evidence of a valid marriage, 
its weight varying with the circumstances (t) ; and the presumption 
may prevail although evidence be oflFered of the invalidity of a 
ceremony actually gone through by the parties (fc). 

617. Evidence of agricultural, mercantile, and other established 
usages is admissible to annex unexpressed incidents to contracts 
(whether oral (1) or written (m) ), grants, wills (n), and the like(o), 
there being a presumption that people dealing in a particular 
market or place intend to adopt its settled practices (p). 


(c) Inland lievenuo Begulation Act, 1890 (53 & 54 Viet. c. 21), s. 24. 

! d) Customs Consolidation Act, 1876 (39 & 40 Viet. c. 36), s. 261. 
t) Bright v. (1861), 2 De G. F. & J. 606. 

/) Short V. Lee (1821), 2 Jac. & W. 464, 468. 

g) Best, I^aw of Evidence, 10th ed., p. 307, n, (1), where it is pointed out 
that before the Common Law Procedure Act, 1852 (15 & 16 Viet. c. 76), s. 65, 
oxecutors and administrators were bound, in pleading, to make profert of the 
probate or letters of administration ; see Chitty on Pleading, 6th ed., p. 420. 

(A) R, V. Fordinghridg^ {InhahitauU) (185H), 27 L. J. (m. c.) 290. 

(f) Doe d. Fleming v. Fleming (1827), 4 liing. 266; Collins v. Bishop (1878), 
48 L. J. (cu.) 31; Fox v. Bearhlock (1881), 17 Ch. D. 429; Be Thompson, 
Langham v. Thompson (1904), 91 L. T. 680, 

(Ar) Re Shephard, (ieorge v. Thyer, [1904] 1 Oh. 456, applying Sastry Velaider 
Aronegary v. Sembecutty Vaigalie (1881), 6 App. Gas. 364, P. C. 

(f) Sewell V. Gi*rp (1824), 1 C. & P. 392 ; compare Loader v. London and India 
Docks Joint Committee (1891), 65 L. T. 6T4. 

(wi) Pike V. Ongley (1887), 18 Q, B. D. 708, 0. A.; Universo Insurance Co* of 
Mdanv, Merchants Marine Insurance Co*, [1897] 2 Q. B. 93, 0. A. ; Bechuanaland 
Exploration Co. v. London Trading Bank, [1898] 2 Q. B. 658. 

(n) Dashwood y* Matpvac, [1891] 3 Ch. 306, 0. A. 

\o) E.g., a custom that horse dealers were intrusted with other people’s horses 
as negativing the operation of the reputed owiieraliip clause in bankruptcy {Rs 
Florence, Ex parte IfVwfl/yfW (1879), 10 Ch. D. 591 , C. A.), but not a habit of horse 
dealers not to warrant a horse pronounced sound by a yeterinary surgeon as 
negativing the giving of a warranty {Howard y. Sheward (1866), L. B. 2 C. P 
148). As to evidence of custom to explain a trade description, see Watson y. 
Jaeger's Sanitary Woollen System Co* (1897), 13 T. L. B. 150 ; see also King y, 
Spencer (1904), 20 Cox, 0. U 692 (customary mode of weighing) ; see also titles 
CoNTaACT, Vol. VII., pp. 611, 616; Custom and Usages, VoL X., pp. 260 
etseg*; Shipping and Navioation, 

(p) UuUon y* Warren (1836), 1 M. A W. 466 ; Pike v. Ongley, supra; Parker 
y. iihds€n{\SbS), 27 L. J. (p. c.) 236 (usage to terminate service by month’s 
notice annexed to written hinng); R* v. SUjke-upon’^Trerd {Inhabitants) (1843), 
13 L. J. (m. c.) 41 (usage to have certain holidays and Sundays free, annexed to 
written hiring) ; Wiggtesworth v, DaUinson (1779), 1 Doug. (K. B.) 201 j 1 Sm. 
L. C., 1 1th ed., 545 (usage for tenant to have away-going crop annexed to lease) ; 
Johnson y. RayUon (1881), 7 Q. B. D. 438, 0. A. (usage that iron plates sold by a 
manufacturer under written contract were to be of his own make ; see now ^le 
of Goods Act, 1893 (56 d 57 Viet o. 71), ss. 14, 55) ; Marzetti y. Smith dt Son 
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The usaye must not be inconsistent with the express terms of 
the contract (g) ; and must be so sujBSciently certain, reasonable, 
and generally acquiesced in, that it may be presumed to have 
formed an ingredient of the contract (r), in which case it will bind 
the parties even though they may be ignorant of it ; otherwise a 
mere practice («), or a usage that is unreasonable (t), will only bind 
those who know of and assent to it. 

A local, or business, usage, as distinguished from a common law 
custom that is judicially noticed (a), may be proved by the direct 
evidence of witnesses (b), or by a series of particular instances in 
which it has been acted on (c), or sometimes by showing that the 
alleged usage exists in the same (d), or even in similar (e), trades or 
localities elsewhere. 

618 . The fact that a person has treated a certain state of things 
as existing is not usually receivable as evidence of its existence. 


(1883), 49 L. T. 680, C. A. (usage of port that general cargoes of hteamships 
should be discharged on the quay, annexed to, *ai)d held not inconsistent with, 
bill of lading providing that cargoes were to be discharged from the ship’s 
tackles). See, further, as to cases relating to the custom of the port, title 
Shipping and Navigation. For examples of customs rejected because incon- 
sistent with written contracts, see Barrow r. Dyster (1884), 13 Q. B. D. 635 
(custom which made broker a principal, in a certain event, inconsiistent with 
written clause appointing him an arbitrator) ; The Nifa, [1892] P. 411 (custom 
of port throwing expense of taking cargo from ship’s rail to quay on shipowner, 
inconsistent with contract that it was to be taken from alongside at morchaut’s 
expense), A less obvious {^plication of this objection is shown in Joyuam v. 
Hunt Son (1905), 93 L. T. 470, 0. A., where a glove manufacturer, aftot 
agreeing to pay a traveller commission on all business introduced by the latter 
and accepted by the fonner, teiminated the agreement without notice. In an 
action by the traveller, the latter tendered evidence of a custom in the glovo 
trade to give six months’ notice on terminating an agency. The court, however, 
rejected this on the ground that, as the agreement excluded the idoa of omnloy- 
ment, and the custom could only apply thereto, it was inconsisb^nt and inauuns* 
sible. See, further, ns to parol evidence of local or mercantile customs in 
reference to written contracts, titles Contract, Vol. VII., pp. 611, 516 ; Custom 
/JND Usages, Vol. X., p. 217. 

(o) Itobineon v. Mollkt (1875), L. H. 7 H. L. 802; Brown v. (1854), 

3 F. & B. 703 j Barrow v. JDy>^ter (1884), 13 Q. B. D. 635; Joyneon v. Hunt 
dh Son, supra; Hayton v. Irwin (1879), 6 C. P. D. 130, 

(r) Plaice v. Allcock (1866), 4 F. & F. 1074 ; Ghose v. Manichund (1859), 
7 Moo. Ind. App. 282 ; VevonaXd v. Rosser, [1P06] 2 K. B. 741 — 743. 

(s) Womersley v. Dally (1857), 26 L. J. (EX.) 219; Sweeting v. Pearce (1861), 
9 C. B. (N, S.) 634. 

U) Blackburn v. Masm (1893), 68 L. T. 610; Perry v. Barnett (1885), 15 
Q. B. D. 388. 

(a) See p. 484, post, 

{h) Lewis V. Marshall (1844), 7 Man. & G. 744 (the evidence must be positive^ 
and not the mere opinion of tne witnesses). 

(c) Johnstone V, Saucer (1886), 30 Ch. D. 581 (particular instances of manorial 
custom admitted, uough they did not appear on any of the manor records) ; 
Tucker v. Atn^er (1882), 21 Ch.*D. 34, 38 (an agricultural custom proved, not by 
what the tenants thought it was, but bv acts publicly done throughout the district). 

{d) Noble V. Kennoway (1780), 2 Doug. (k. b.) 510 (evidence of a custom in 
the cod fisheries of Liabrador received to show what was the custom in those of 
Newfoundland) ; Plaice v. Alloock supra (a custom of the bleaching trade at 
Nottingham received to show what was the custom in the same trade at 
Xioughrorough) ; Re Leigh's Estale (1877), 6 Oh* D. 256 (practice of other horse 
dealers admitted to show that agreement in question was reasonable). 

(e) Fleet v. Mutton (1871), L* B. 7 Q. B. 126 (a custom in the colonial trade 
in^ndon admitted to show what was the custom in the fruit trade there). 
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SsoT. 2« unless it can be regarded as an admission by conduct made by a 
Facts party to the suit, in which case it will operate as evidence against, 
relevant to but not for, him (/). Thus, on a question as to the sanity of a 
the Issue, testator, the fact that his physician permitted him to make a will, 
or that be was elected, in his absence, to a high and responsible 
office, would be rejected ; as also, on a question of seaworthiness, 
the fact that the captain showed his belief in the vessel by 
embarking in it with his family 

In certain cases, however, this rule is relaxed, and acts of treat- 
ment by a party are received, even in his own favour, as well as 
those done by strangers to the suit. Thus, acts of ownership 
by a party are admissible for him to establish title to property (h) ; 
and, on questions of pedigree, family conduct and treatment are 
receivable, eveti from non-parties, to show relationship (t). So a 
marriage may be inferred, not only from the cohabitation of the 
parties, but also from the fact that they were treated as married by 
their friends and neighbours (k) ; although where strict proof of 
this fact is required, e.g.^ in bigamy proceedings, such evidence, 
while admissible, will not be sufficient (Q. 

619. A party's admissions by conduct of any material fact may 
always be proved against him; and evidence to explain or disprove 
such admissions is receivable in his favour. Tims, payment of tithe 
by A. to B. would bo an admission by conduct on the part of A. that 
he owed B. the tithe ; though its receipt would not be an admission 
by B. of A.’s liability (m). So, in an action by A. and her husband, 
where the question was whether A, had suffered injury by a 
railway accident, evidence that A.’s husband and her solicitor’s 
clerk had conspired to suborn false witnesses at the trial to support 
their case was held an admission by conduct that A.’s claim was 
not genuine (n). In such a case the fact that A. had attributed her 
injuries to a full, and not to the accident, would be receivable 
under the same head ; while, in rebuttal, A. might show that she 
had had no such fall as suggested (o). 

620. On charges of rape, indecent assault, and similar offences 
upon females (but on no others), the fact and particulars of any com- 
plaint made by the prosecutrix shortly after the outrage are admis- 
sible as evidence for the prosecution, not to prove the truth of the 
matters stated, but as confirming her testimony, and, where consent 
is a defence, to disprove consent (p). The complaint must have been 

(/) l^ilot V. Craze (1888), 62 J. P. 311 , WHghl v. Doed. Taiham (1837), 7 Ad. 
A 313, 387, Ex. Ch., per Parke, li., at p. 388 ; Re Anglesey (Marquis), 
r»7/ino* ▼. Oardfier, ri901] 2 Oh. 648, 0. A. 

(g) Wright v. Dite d. Tatham, supra, 

{h) See p. 442, ante, 

(♦) Greaves v. Greenwood (1877), 2 Ex. D. 289, 0. A. 

{k) Doe d» Fleming v. Fleming (1827), 4 Bing. 266 ; Re Thompson, Langham v. 
Thompson (1904), 91 L. T.680, 

(0 M. V. Stmpeon (1883), 16 Cox, 0. 0. 323 ; R. v. AUhausen (1893), 17 
Cox, 0. 0. 630. 

<m) James v. Burn, Owen v. Ffaek (1826), 2 Sim. & St 600, 606. 

(n) Moriarty r. London, Chatham, and Dover Rail, Co, (1870), L. E. 6 Q. B. 
814 ; R, r. Watt (1905), 70 J. P, 29, 

(o) Melhuish v* Collier (1650), 16 Q. B. 878. 

(jp) R, v. LiUuman, [1896] 2 a B. 167, 0, 0. B. ; R. v. Oshome, [1903] 1 
K. B. 661, 0. C. ; Beatty v. CuUingmHh (1896), 60 J. P. 740 ; affirmed (1897), 
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made at the first reasonable opportunity that offered ; thus com 
plaints made on the following dB,y(q\ or three days after the 
outrage (r), have been rejected. The complaint must have been 
voluntary, and not induced by leading or intimidating questions. 
Answers to such inquiries as ** Did A. assault you ? Did he say 
this and that to you ? ’* will be excluded ; while answers to such 
questions as “ What is the matter ? Why are you crying ? will 
be admissible (s). 

Sub-Seot. showing the Identity or Connection of the Parties, 

621. Where the question of personal identity arises, without 
reference to the doing of any particular act, it may be proved or 
disproved, not only by direct testimony, but also presumptively by 
evidence of similarity or dissimilarity of personal characteristics. 
Thus, if A. claims property on the ground that he is B , it is 
relevant to show that A. possesses all, or any, of the known attri- 
butes or peculiarities of B. In practice, however, the question of 
identity usually occurs with respect to the doing of some specific 
act forming the subject-matter of the proceedings, the point being 
whether A. is or is not the author of such act. In civil cases this 
act is most commonly the signing of some contract or instrument, 
and in the absence of direct evidence of the identity of the alleged 
and the actual author, similarity of name and handwriting, and 
sometimes also of residence and occupation, may have to be proved. 

But by far the most important development of this principle 
occurs in criminal cases. Here, though the evidence tendered 
to prove the act may, in some cases, also prove the author- 
ship, yet generally the proof of the two is separable (a), and con- 
sequently a much wider field may have to be explored. When, 
then, a criminal act has been proved, and it is desired to connect 
the accused therewith, it is relevant, whether there is direct 
evidence or not of identification, to show that he had or had not 
a motive for the act, or means and opportunity of doing it, or that 
he had made preparations with that end in view, or had threatened 
to do the act (6). Moreover, if the act itself, or the mode of doing 
it, revealed any special knowledge, skill, or peculiarity, the posses- 
sion, or non-possession, by the accused of this special qualification 
may also be shown (c). The subsequent conduct of the accused 
often furnishee still more cogent evidence of guilt, e,g,, possession 
of recently stolen property, which, if unexplained, is evidence that 

Times, 14th January; see also title Criminal Law and rBOCEDURB, Vol. IX., 
p. 394. 

(q) R, V. Rush (1896), 60 J. P. 777. 

m R, V. Ingrey (1900), 64 J. P. 106. 

(«) R, V. Osborne, [1905] 1 K. B. 651, 0. 0. E. 

(а) Wills, Oircumstantiu Evidence, 5th ed., pp. 318, 319. 

(б) Stephen, Digest of the Law of Evidence, art. 7 ; Best, Law of Evidence, 
10th ed., 88. 453 — 458; R. v. CUwes (1830), 4 C. & P. 221 (fear of discovery 
proved as motive for murder of confederato); R, v. Buck!^ (1873), 13 Cox, 
0. C. 293 (depositions showing that deceased hod given evidence against the 
accused in former proceedings admitted to show motive^. 

(c) R, V. PafcA (1806), citea Wills, Gircumstantial Evidence, 6th ed., p. 165, n., 
pp. 390—395, and R, v. Richardson (1787), ibid,, pp. 384—389, in which oases the 
evidence showed that the crime must nave b^n committed by, and that the 
accused was, a left-handed man* 
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EyiDENCis. 


Sect. 2. the possessor is the thief, or the receiver, according to the circnm* 

Pacts stances, and throws on him the burden of explanation (d ) ; flight ; 

relevant to or the fabrication or suppression of evidence. On the other hand, 
the Issue, a defence frequently raised by the accused is that of alibi; though 
very little weight will be attached to this unless it bo supported 
by the prisoner’s own evidence (c). 

Sub-Seot. 4 . — Facts sliowing State of Mind* 

State of mind. 622. When the mental condition of a party is in question, it 
may be proved either directly by the party himself, or indirectly 
by other witnesses speaking to the outward expression of the given 
condition by the party at the time(/). 

In addition to these sources, however, a third has frequently to be 
invoked, namely, that supplied by purely circumstantial evidence. 

Inference of 623. A party’s knowledge of a fact may be inferred circum- 
knowie<igc. gtantially in a variety of cases (j^r). Thus, it may be shown that he 
had prior knowledge of the fact, in which case there will be a 
presumption that such knowledge continued for a more or less 
lengthened period (/t). In judicial proceedings, however, knowledge 
is more generally shown by documentary evidence. In ordinary 
cases, the mere fact that letters, with their seals broken, were 
found in the possession of a party will imply a knowledge by him 
of their contents (i). So, the execution (/c), though not the mere 
attestation (0, of a written instrument will have the same effect. 
And access to documents sometimes affords presumptive evidence 
of knowledge, in the case of the rules of a club, or of books kept 
between partners, or banker and customer (m). Knowledge of the 


(d) V. I'urtridae 7 U. & P. ool ; It. v. Unywliurat (184«1), 1 Uar. & 

Kir. 370 ; R. v. Peximan (1909), 3 Cr. App. Kep. 36 ; and see title Criminal Law 
AND rROCEDTJRE, Vol. IX., p. 619. 

(e) R. V. Kirkham (1909), 73 J. P. 406, C. 0. A. 

(/) See p. 438, ante. 

(y) As to the knowledge of an agent being imputed or not to his principal, 
see title Aqenct, Vol. 1., pp. 21«>, 216; as to actual and oonstructive notice of 
facts affecting the title to land, see title Eaurrv, pp. 84 — 88, ante; as to 
scirnier in the case of damage done by an animal, see title Animals, Vol. I., 
p, 372. The nature of the malady of a lunatic may be proved to show that 
defendant must have known of the lunacy (Deavan v. M'Donnell (1854), 10 
Exch. 184). 

(/*) See p. 440, anU. 

(0 IT V. Doe d. Tatham (1837). 7 Ad. & El. 313, 369, 376, Ex. Ch. ; and 
see 8. 0. (1838), 4 Bing. (n. 0.) 631, H. L. This presumption, however, does not 
arise where the sanity of the recipient is in issue {ibid.). 

(Jfc) Re Oooprr, Cooptr v. Vesey (1882), 20 Ch. D. 611, C. A. 

u) Harding y. Crethoim (17937, 1 Esp. 67, 68. 

(fn) As to the imputation of xnowl^ge of special terms printed on a ticket, 
invoice, bill of lading, or deposit note to the person receiving it, see Hen^eon 
V. Stevenson (1875), L. E. 2 Sc. & Div, 470; Harris v. Great Weeteni Rail. Co. 
(1876), 1 Q. B. D. 616; Parker v. South Eastern Rail. Co,. Gabell v. Same (1877), 
2 C. P. D. 416, C. A.; Malpas v. London and South Western Rail. Co, (1866), 
L. E. 1 0. P. 336 ; Richardson. Spence A Co. and ** L*erd Gough Steamship Co, 
V. Rowntree. [1894] A. 0. 217 ; WatHns v. RymiU (1883), 10 Q. B. D. 178; Burke 
V. South Eastern Rail. Co. (1879), 6 0. P. B. 1 ; and titles Carriers, Vol. IV., 
p. 17 ; Neqliornos ; SHippiNa and Navigation. As to the effect of a con- 
dition pHiited on a sold note, see TFaffis, Son. and FTe/fs v. Pratt and Haines 
(1910), 26 T. L. E 672, 0. A. ; and title Sale of Goods. As to the rule that 
a lessee or purchaser of land has oonstructive notice of that which he would 
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books of a company, however, will not be imputed either to a 
director or shareholder (n), though it will generally be implied 
where there is a duty to know (o), as distinguished from a mere 
right to inspect (p). Again, the notoriety of a fact in a party’s call- 
ing, or neighbourhood, is some evidence that it reached his ears (g), 
while the mere existence of a rumour of the fact is none (r). 

624. In cases of intention, the line of demarcation between 
substantive law and evidence is not always very clearly observed (s). 
The intention with which a person did an act which he had a right 
to do cannot in general be inquired into (0, while in some cases, as 
where a defendant is charged with obtaining money without dis- 
closing the fact of his bankruptcy, the intent, however innocent, 
with which he did so is, under statute, wholly immaterial, and any 
evidence on the point is consequently excluded, not by a rule of 
evidence, but by one of substantive law (u) ; so with a party’s intent 
in infringing a patent (u); or indicting cruelty to animals (b). 
When, however, intent can be, and is, properly put in issue, its 
proof becomes cognisable by the law of evidence, it being recognised 
that the state of a man's mind is as much a matter of fact, and so 
as much the subject of evidence, as the state of his digestion (c). 
It may be harder to prove than an external fact, but whenever it is 
material, litigants may prove it if they can (d). Intention, therefore, 
may be proved by the direct testimony of the party whose intention 
is in question ; as well as by proof of his declarations made out 
of court at the time that such intention was material (e). But it may 
also, and much more often, be established circumstantially by the 

have discovered by a reasonable inquiry into the title, see titles Equity, 
pp. 86, 87, ante; Landlord and Tenant; Mortgage; Sale of Land. 

(n) Hallmark' e Case (1878), 9 Ch. D. 329, 0. A. ; Re Dmham & Co, (1883), 25 
Ch..D. 762; Re Printing, Telegraphy and Construction Go. of the Agence IlavaSy 
Ex ]^rte Cammell, [189-1] 1 Ch. 528 ; Dovey v. Cory, [1901] A. C. 477, 492, 493. 

(o) Hallmark's Case, supra. 

I p) Hill V. Manchester and Salford Water Works Co. (1833), 5 B. & Ad. 860. 

(9) Re Matthews, Exjnirte Powell (1875), 1 Ch. P. 601, C. A. 

V) Greenslade v. Dare (1855), 20 Heav. 281. 

^j) As to the distinction between representations of intention and of fact, see 
Citizens' Bank of Louisiana v. First National Bank of New Orleans (1873), L. li. 
6 H. L. 352, and title Misrepresentation and Pbaud. 

(t) Bradford Corporation v. Pickles, [1895] A. C. 587 ; Allen v. Flood, [1898] 
ii. C. 1 ; Quinn y. Leathern, [1901] A. 0.495; Filzroy v. Cave, [1905] 2 K. B. 
364, 0. A. ; ShZi Union, Lid. v. Brunner, Mond & Co.f [1906] 2 K. B. 822. 

(u) B. v. Dysm, [1894] 2 a B. 176, C. C. R. 

(a) Oxford and Cambridge Universities v. Gill & Sons (1899), Times, 14th June. 

\h) Duncan v. Pope (1899), 80 L. T. 120. For a statement of the cases in 
which mens rea is or is not required to be proved, see title Criminal Law 
AND Procedure, Vol. IX., pp. 233—238. In the case of Hobbs y. Winchester 
Corporutum, [1910] 2 K. B. 471, C. A., the Court of Api»eal, following Mallinson 
y. Carr, [1891] 1 Q. B. 48, Blaker y. TUlstone, [1894] 1 Q. B. 345, and Firth 
y. McPhail^ 2 K. B. 300, and questioning' v. Brighouse Corpora- 

iion, [1899] 2 Q. B. 286, held that mens rea was not essential to justify a con- 
viction for 'Wag possessed of diseased meat. See also title Food and Drugs. 

(c) EdgingUm v* Fitzmawrice (1885), 29 Ch. D. 459, C. A., per Bowen, L.J., 
at p. 483. 

(d) Pollock, Law of Fraud in British India, p. 61. As to evidence of intent 
to deceive in passing off cases, see Saadehner v. ApoRirmris Co., [1897] 1 
893; and title TRADE Marks. 

{e) Brodie y. Brodie (1861), 4 L. T. 307. 
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party’s previous or subsequent conduct. Thus, the question being 
with what intention as to domicil A., a Frenchman, resided in 
England, the facts that he lived here for twenty-seven years, 
married successively two English wives, was during the greater 
part of his stay a partner in an English business house, and made 
his will in an English and not a French form, were received as 
showing an English domicil; while the facts that he frequently 
visited France, and refused to be naturalised in England, or to take 
a house there for more than three years, were admitted, though 
allowed less weight, in favour of an opposite contention (/). 

The opposition, or distinction, between law and evidence in this 
connection, is well illustrated in cases where drunkenness is sought 
to be proved by an accused person. Since, by the substantive law, 
inebriety is no excuse for crime, its proof is ordinarily irrelevant. 
Nevertheless, where intent is material, the accused is entitled to show 
that he was in such a condition through drink, at the time of the 
act, that he could not appreciate its probable effects (//). In judging, 
however, of a party’s state of mind, it is often important to consider 
not only his acts, but the declarations both of himself and of others. 
Declarations tendered for this purpose are, of course, not to be used 
as evidence of the truth of the matters stated, but merely as 
throwing light upon his state of mind at the time(/0« 

Sub-Sect. 6 — Similar Facts, 

625. Evidence of similar facts may be tendered for three 
main purposes: (1) To prove the occurrence of the main fact; 
(2) to prove that a given party was its author ; (3) to prove the 
state of mind of that party with reference to such fact. Of these 
objects, the first and second have given rise to a general rule of 
exclusion, qualified by certain exceptions; and the third to a general 
rule of admission, qualified by certain exclusions. It is useful to 
bear in mind the precise purpose and limits of each rule, since the 
second might be, and indeed sometimes is, supposed to constitute 
merely an additional exception to the first, instead of forming an 
independent rule, which stands wholly outside it. The rule of 
exclusion may be stated as follows Facts similar to, but not part 
of, the same transaction as the main fact are not, in general, 
admissible to prove either the occurrence of the main fact or the 
identity of its author. 

This rule is based, not on the logical irrelevancy of such evidence, 
nor, as is sometimes said, on the fact that it may be res inter alios acta, 
for it would be equally inadmissible if it were inter partes, but merely 


(/) Ikmcd V, Osogheyan (1878). 9 C5b. D. 441, C. A. ; Platt v. A,-Q, of New 
South Ha/f# (1878), 8 App. Cas. 336. F. 0,; lie Grove, Vaucher v. Treasury 
SvHHtor (1888). 40 Ch. D. 216, 229, 237, 239. ^ 

(v) V. IJudm (1909). 2 Cr. App. Hep. 148 ; and see title Cbihinal Law 
AND Pkoceduiib, Vol. IX., pp. 242, 243. 

(A) Thus, in an aohoii for malioious prosecution, the question being whether 
the defendant acted in good faith in giving the plaintiff into custody, ^e fact 
that he had obtained the o}union of oouneel iustifying sudli a course, together 
with the contents of the opinion, were received in his favour, thou h they would 
not have been evidence of any facts therein asserted (Havenga v. Matkintmh 
(1824), 2 B* d: 0. 693). 
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on the inconvenience and delay its admission might occasion, since 
it would tend to confuse the jury by raising collateral issues, and pre- 
judice the parties by permitting attacks to be made without notice. 
The law assumes that litigants come into court ready to meet the 
specific case launched against them, but no man can be prepared to 
repel charges which may extend over the whole of his lifetime (i). 

In illustration of the first branch of the rule, that similar 
facts are inadmissible to prove the occurrence of the main fact, may 
be cited a case in which the question was whether a certain brewer 
supplied good beer to a publican. The brewer sought to establish this 
by proving, inter alia, that during the period in question he supplied 
good beer to other publicans. The evidence was rejected, the court 
remarking that a man might deal well with one and not with 
others (j). So, where the question was whether a surgeon had 
performed a certain operation negligently, evidence that he had 
been negligent or skilful in performing similar operations on other 
patients was rejected (Ic) ; but where a practice to do or omit a 
particular act is in issue, evidence of the act or omission on several 
occasions is admissible (i). 

In neither of the above cases, it may be observed, was the identity 
of the party doing the act in any sense in question. In criminal 
cases, however, it is mainly on the latter point that the evidence is 
important, and has, in practice, been tendered and ruled upon. 
The criminal act itself, the corpus delicti, is, pritnd facie at least, 
assumed to have been established ; and the question then arises. 
Was the prisoner the doer thereof? In order to establish this, 
evidence is offered that acts of a similar class were done by him 
which show a disposition, habit, or propensity on his part to do 
such acts, and a consequent probability that he did the act in 
question. It is to this proposition that the second branch of the 
rule applies ; and although in everyday life inferences of the above 
kind are constantly drawn and acted upon, the law, nevertheless, 
regards them as unsafe, and will, in general, exclude the facts 
which give rise to them (m). Thus, if A. was charged with forging 
B.’s signature to a bill of exchange, and in order to connect A. with 
the crime it was proposed to show that he had forged B.’s signature 
in other instances, the evidence would be rejected (n), and, as here 

(t) Where the charge is one of being an habitual criminal,^ the grounds of the 
charge must be stated in the notice of intention to raise it in a general way, 
and where evidence of previous bad conduct is admissible will depend on tho 
drcumstances of the case (/f. v. Turner, [1910] 1 K. B. 316). 

(y) HvUamhe v. liewBon (1810), 2 Camp. 391 ; Manchester Brewery Co, v. Coombs 
(1900), 82 L. T. 347 ; but compare Uolden v. Boatork «fc Co,, Lid, (1902), 60 W. R. 
323, 0. A., and Boatock A Co,, Ltd, v. Nichofaon A Co,, Ltd., [1904] 1 K, B. 726. 

(k) R. V. Whitehead (1848), 3 Car. & Kir. 202; and see Brown v. Eastern 
and Midlands Rail, Co. (1889), 22 Q. B. D. 391, 393, 0. A.; IlaUa v. JOrr, 
[1908] 2 K. B. 601 , where, in an action against a barber by a customer who hod 
contracted a contagious disease, evidence of witnesses who had also contracted 
the disease after being shaved at the defendant’s shop was admitted ; McAltum 
V. lUid (1869), L. R. 3 A. & E. 67, n. 

(l) Hides V. Kerr, supra, 

\m) See title Criminal Ijaw and Procedure, Vol. IX., pp. 380, 381. 

(a) Oriffits v. Payne (1839), 11 Ad. & £1. 131, 133, per liora Denman, U.J.; 
Vin^ V. Barss (1796), 1 Esp. 293 ; Baloeiti v. Serani (1792), Peake, 192, 193 
[142, 143]. 
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the parties would be the same in both cases, namely, the Grown and the 
prisoner, the objection of res inter alios acta could have no applica- 
tion, and the true ground of exclusion must be sought elsewhere. 

626. Upon the above rule, however, certain exceptions have from 
time to time become engrafted, and in several instances similar facts 
may be received either to show the existence of the main fact (o), 
or to identify its causative agency. Thus, in divorce cases, both 
ante*nuptial incontinence and post-nuptial acts, prior or subsequent 
to those charged in the petition, may be received to prove a wife's 
adultery with the co-respondent (p). To prove agency, repeated 
acts thereof are admissible (9), although no multiplication of acts 
by a special agent can be received to establish a general agency (r), 
nor is evidence of this kind allowable in proof of partnership (<). 
Evidence of similar facts may, however, sometimes be resorted to 
on questions of title. Thus, not only are repeated acts of ownership 
with respect to the same property admissible in proof of this issue, 
but in certain cases even acts done with respect to other places, 
provided the latter are connected with the locus in quo by “ such a 
common character of locality as to give rise to the inference that 
the owner of one is likely to be the owner of the other "(f). This 
principle has been applied to the waste lands of a manor (u), to 
roads (x), rivers (a), inland lakes (6), woods, hedges (c), and the like. 
Manorial and trade customs are also similarly provable (d!). 
When the behaviour of animals is in question, it is admissible to 

E rove not only the doings of the same animal on different occasions, 
ut even those of other animals of the same species (e). And the 
operation of [ihysical agencies may be shown in the same way, e./;., 
of poisons (/), explosives (9), noxious discharges from works (/<), 
sparks from a railway engine (i), or infection from a hospital (ii). 


to show that defendant had given orders for work on a house ; 
evidence that he liad given similar orders for other work on the same house 
inny be admitted (Woodward v. Buchanan (1870), L. K. 6 Q. B. 285). 

(р) Wales V. Wales, [1900] P. 63; Cantello v. Caniello (1896), Times, 1st 
Peuniary; Howard v. Howard (1904), Times ^ 14 th July. 

(a) Blake v. Albion Life Assurance Si>cie*y (1878), 4 0. P. D. 94. 

Ir) Barrett v. Irvine, [1907] 2 I. R. 462, 0. A. 

Kennedy v. Dodson, [1895] 1 Ch. 334, 0. A. 

‘f) Jones V. Williams (18.37), 2 M. A W. 326, p#r Pauke, B., at p. 331 ; Lord 
^vacate v. Utantyre {Lord) (1879), 4 App. Oas. 770, 791, 792. 

(ft) I he d. Barrett v. Kemp (1835), 2 Bing. (n. C.) 102. 

(x) B, V. Brightside Bierlow (Inhabitants) (1849), 13 Q, B. 933. 

(a) Keill v. Beronshire (Duke) (1882), 8 App. Oas. 135; compare Krost ▼. 
Bichardson (1910), 103 L. T. 22 (miU tail of mill built across navigable river not 
part of river). 

(h) Bristow v. ComUcan (1878), 3 App. Cos. 641, 670. 

(с) Jones V, Williams, supra. 

(a) Anglesey (Marquis) v. HatherUm (Lord) (1842), 10 M. & W. 218 ; to 
trade customs, see p. 444, ante. 




f) Brown V. Eastern and Midlands Bail. Co, (1889), 22 Q. B. D. 391, C. A. 

/) B. V. Geering (1849), 18 L. J. (m. C.) 215 ; B, v. Flannagan and Higgine 
(1884), 15 Oox, O. d 403. 

(g) B. V. Bernard (185S), 1 F. & P. 240; B. v. McOrath and MeKeviii (1881), 
14 Sox, 0. a 598. 

(h) Tennant y. Hamilton (1839), 7 Cl. A Fin. 122. 

(%) Aldridge v. Orrat Ifesfem Bail Co. (1841), 3 Man. A G. 516; Piggot v. 
Eastern Counties Bail. Co. (1846), 3 C. B. 229. 

(it) Metropolitan Asylum Distrui (Managers) y. Hill (1882), 47 L. T. 29, H. L. 
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627. Evidence of similar facts, although in general inadmissible 
to prove the main fact or the connection of the parties therewith* 
is receivable* after evidence aliunde on these points has been given* 
to show the state of mind of the parties with regard to such fact. 
This rule, it will be observed, is not an exception to the preceding 
one, which forbids the proof of a criminal act by such evidence* but 
operates independently of it, and has a wholly different aim and 
scope, for it is always supposed that the doing of the act* as a fact 
capable of external observation* is first confessed, or that there is 
sufficient independent testimony on the subject to be laid before a 
jury. Were the law otherwise* it is obvious that under the pretence 
of proving the prisoner’s state of mind the external act itself could 
be proved, and that the common law principle would thus be wholly 
sot aside {j). Under the present rule, then, after the above founda- 
tion has been laid* evidence of similar facts may be legitimately 
received to prove a party’s knowledge of the nature of the main 
fact or transaction, or his intent with respect thereto (A;). The 
same principle is applicable to proof of fraud or malice (1). Thus* 
where A. was charged with fraudulently obtaining credit for board 
and lodging from B., evidence that shortly before he had left his 
previous landlord without paying his rent, and still owed this 
money when he went to lodge with B.* was received to show his 
fraudulent intent with regard to the latter (m). And in libel 
cases* to establish malice, the publication by the defendant of 
other libels concerning the plaintiff* both prior and subsequent 
to that in issue, may be shown* together with all the circum* 
stances attending their publication (n). And* in general* wherever 
it is necessary to rebut (even by anticipation) the defence of acci- 
dent* mistake* or other innocent condition of mind* evidence that 
the defendant has been concerned in a systematic course of con- 
duct of the same specific kind as that in question may be given (o). 
To admit evidence under this head* however* the other acts tendered 
must be of the same specific kind as that in question, and not of a 


Evidence relating to collateral facts is only admissible when such facts will, if 
established, afford a reasonable presumption as to the matter in dispute, and 
when such evidence is reasonabW conclusive per Lord Watson, at p. 35). 

ij\ E. V. Hall (1887), 5 New ^aland Law Reports, 0. A., 93. 

{k) Thus, where the question was whether A. nad attempted to obtain money 
from B. by falsely pretending that a certain article was a diamond ring, the 
fact that A. had previously attempted to obtain money from other persons by 
false representations as to the genuineness of jewellery was admittM to show 
his knowledge that the ring in question was not genuine (il. v. Francii (1874), 
L. B. 2 0. 0. K. 128 ; IL v. OUie, [1900] 2 a B. 758, 0. C. E). Knowledge 
that money was counterfeit (B. t. Foster (1855), 24 L. J. (M. o.) 134, 0. 0. E.), 
or that an agency was dangerous (R, v. Coop^ (1849), 3 Cox, 0. 0. 547, 549, 
650), may be similarly shown ; and see title Criminal Law and Procedure, 
Vol. IX,, pp. 381, 683. 

(/) Blahs y. Albion Lift Assurance Society (1878), 4 0. F. D. 04; Barnes y. 
MerriU h Co. (1899), 15 T. L. E. 419, 0. A. 

(m) R. y. WyaU, ri904] 1 K. B. 188, 0. 0. E. ; R. y. Wal/ord (1907), 71 
J. P. 215, 0. 0. E.; R. y. SfMth (1905), 92 L. T. 208, 0. 0. E.; R. y. Rhodes, 
[1809] 1 a B. 77* 0. 0. E. ; and see R. y. OWs, [1900] 2 a B. 758, 0. 0. E. 

(n) BarreU y. Lony (1851}, 3 BL L. Oas. 395; Pearson y. Lemaitre (1843), 6 
Man. & G. 700 

(o) R. y. Ceering (1849), 18 L. J. (ic. c.) 215; R. y. Gamer (1863), 3 F. ft F* 
681 ; E. y. OoRm (1873), 13 Cox, C. 0. 400, following R, y, Qeeriny, supra. 
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different character (p). And the acts tendered must also have been 
proximate in point of time to that in question (q). It, however, 
these conditions concur, it is no objection that the similar facts are 
the subject of prior indictments on which the defendant has already 
been acquitted (r), or of separate indictments still to be tried (a). 

Sub-Slot* 6.— C3%aracf«r. 

628. When a party’s character is not directly in issue in the 
proceedings, but is merely tendered in proof of some other fact, it 
IS, as a general rule, excluded — not because it may not in strictness 
be logically relevant, but for reasons of policy and fairness, since no 
litigant can be prepared to protect himself against imputations 
made without previous notice, and which may range over the whole 
of his career (a). Accordingly, it is not primarily permissible in a 
criminal case to adduce evidence that the accused either bears a 
bad general reputation in the community, or has a natural dis« 
position to commit crimes of the class charged (&). And the 
converse of the rule has also sometimes been applied — e.g,, in a 
divorce case, to disprove a particular act of cruelty, the respondent 
has not been allowed to call evidence that he was of a generally 
humane disposition (e). The above rule, however, is not invariable, 
and in criminal cases it has been relaxed to a certain extent in 
favorem libertatU (d), 

629. In civil cases, evidence as to character, though character 
is not directly in issue, is admissible in two classes of cases : 
(1) To impeach the credit of witnesses (e ) ; and (2) in reduc- 
tion of damages. Under the latter head, the bad character of 
the plaintiff in the case of actions for libel (/) or breach of 


(p) Thus, on a charge of obtaining a i)ony and trap by false pretences, 
ovideuce that the accused had afterwards obtained a quantity of oats and fodder 
fi*om another party was rejected, as the two acts were dissimilar (R. v. Fiahevt 
[1910] 1 K. B. 149, 0. C, A., followed and approved in R, v. A7//a, [1910] 2 
K. B. 746, 0. C. A. ; Makin v. A.-G. for New South Wales, [1894] A. 0. 
67, P. 0. ; and see title Criminal liAW and Procedure, Vol. IX., p. 380. 

(q) R, V. Wyatt, [1904] 1 K. B. 188, C. 0. B. ; B. v. Smith (1906), 92 L. T. 
208, 209, 0. 0, R. ; k v. Watford (1907), 71 J. P. 216, 0. C. R. 

(r) B. v. Ollis, [1900] 2 Q. B. 758, 0. 0. R. 

(si B, V. Jones and llayes (1877), i4 Cox, 0. 0. 3. 

(o) B. V. Bowion (1866), 34 L. J. (m. 0.) 67, 0. C. R., but see dissenting judg- 
menta of Erle, O.J., ana Willeb, J. 

(6) B. V. Bowton, supra; B. v. Cole (1810), cited 1 Phillipps and Arnold, Law 
of Evidence, 10th ed., 608, 0. 0. R. 

S NartaeoU v. Narracoit (1864), S3 L. J. (P. M. & A.) 61. 

\ As to evidence of charaoto in oruninal cases, see title Criminal Law 
AND FROOBDunE, Yol. IX., pp. 282 €t seq. 


|e)^Smp. 600, post. 


_ , V. Sampson (1882), 6 Q. B. D. 491. The evidence must be confined 
to me bad general reputation of the plaintiff, or, in oases where the plaintiff is 
libelled in respect ci nis calling, to his general reputation in ttuit cecity, e.g,, 
hts general reputation as a jockey when he k libeUed as a jockey (Wood v. Cox 
(1888), 4 T. L. B. 560, 662, 666 ; and compare Wood v. Durham (£^W){1888), 21 
Q« B. B. 601). Rumours or sui^icions to the same effect as the libel, and parti- 
cular facts showing bad character or disposition, are ifiadmiwiU UA (ScoU v. 
Sampson, supra). Moreover, where the truth ofthe libel has not been pleaded, the 
defendant cBanot give evid^oe in chief of the cironsistanoee under whi^ the 
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promise (g), and the bad character of the woman betrayed in 
the case of actions for sednctbn (k) or petitions for damages for 
adaltffl7(i), may be proved in chief in reduction of damages, 
irrespective of the right to croaS'eramine such person should he 
or she testify as a witness. 

Sect. 8. — Heanay. 

Svb-Sect. l.—Otner<d Rule and Excejdione. 

630. As a general rule, statements made by persons not called as 
witnesses are inadmissible to prove the truth of the facts stated. 
The term hearsay/’ in the present connection, imports a purpose, 
and not a quality. A statement is hearsay if tendered to prove the 
truth of the facts asserted ; it is original, or circumstantial, evidence 
if its materiality depends on the fact that it was made, and not 
on the fact that it was true. This main test, or distinction, if 
carefully borne in mind, will suffice to obviate many of the difficulties 
occurring in the law of evidence ; but it is not always easy to apply. 
Thus, A. gives B. into custody for forging C.’s accceptance to a bill 
of exchange. The charge is dismissed, and B. sues A. for malicious 

f )rosecution. A. testifies that on presenting the bill to G., the 
atter said : It is a forgery ; B. has forged it.” C.’s statement 
is hearsay and inadmissible if tendered to prove the forgery, but 
is relevant and admissible on the question of A.’s bo7ia /idea, in 
order to show the information on which he acted (a). If A, had 
taken counsel’s opinion before acting, the contents of the opinion 
would be admissible for the same purpose (b). 

681. The reasons usually advanced for the rejection of hearsay 
evidence are numerous, chief among them being—the irresponsi* 
bility of the original declarant, the depreciation of truth in the 
process of repetition, the opportunities for fraud its admission 
would open, and the waste of time involved in listening to idle 
rumour. In strictness, however, only two objections appear to 


libel was published, or of the character of the plaiutifiF, in mitigation of damages, 
without the leave of the judge, unless, seven days at least before the trial, he 
furnishes particulars to the plaintiff of the matters of which he intends to give 
evidence (K. S. 0., Ord. 36, r. 37 ; and see title Libel and Slakdeb). 

(^) Foulkes V. ^xuay (ISOOl, 3 Esp. 236. The evidence here may embrace 
the plaintiff’s general character for, as well as specific acts of, immorality 
{ihid,), 

(h) BamfiM v. Mattey (1808), 1 Camp. 460 ; Dodd v. iVorri>n814), 3 Camp. 
619 (evidence of general immoral character, as well as prior, out not subse* 
quent acts of immorality). 

(i) Bmith V. Allison (1765), Boiler, Nisi Frias, 27. The wife’s jWoral immoral 
character, and previous but not subeeqaent acts of adultery Winter v. Henn 
(1831), 4 C. ft 494) ; as well as the husband’s general character for infidelity, 
and particular acts tlMreof (Bromley v. Wallace (1803), 4 Esp. 237). 

(а) Perkins v. Vaughan (1842), 6 Jur. 1114. 

(б) Bavenga v. Mackinlosh (1824), 2 B. ft C. 693. Declarations which are a 
part of the rm gesUtf or which amount to acts of ownership, as leasee,«lioenoei, 
and grants, or which constitute motive, oonvey notice or show good faith, 
fraud, n^ligenoe, or other states of mind, are all relevant, or the reverse, 
irreqi^ve of the truth or falsity of the particular statement 
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Bm.s. be essential and decisive, namely, the absence of an oath and the 
Hesmv. deprivation of cross-examination (c). It is true that the presence 
— of ^ witness is generally required as an additional safegoard to 
testimon;^, bnt this seems to be exacted primarily to ensure cross- 
examination, and only secondarily to observe demeanour (<f); and, 

E rovided that the requirements as to oath and cross-examinatior 
ave been fulfilled, the phj^sical absence of the witness will not 
necessarily entail the exclusion of his evidence. 

Bioeptfam 682. The general rule against hearsay evidence is subject to 
three important classes of exceptions : (1) Admissions and con- 
fessions ; (2) statements by deceased persons ; and (8) statements 
contained in public documents (e). 

In interlocutory proceedings (/), and in taking accounts (gf), similar 
evidence may also, within certain limits, be received ; and on the 
hearing of a summons for directions the judge may order any 
particular fact to be proved by statement on oath of information 
and belief (It)- 

Hearsay, when falling within any of the above exceptions, is 
receivable notwithstanding that direct evidence of the facts involved 
may also be available. 

Suh-Seox. 2,—Admmion$ and Ccnfemoni, 

AdalMloni. 633. In civil cases, statements made out of court by a party 
to the proceeding are evidence of the truth of the facts asserted 
against, but not in favour of, such party (i). 

^Although what a party has said on some former occasion may, 
without injustice, be presumed to be true as against himself, yet 
no presumption of truth arises when such statements are tendered 
as evidence in his own favour ; otherwise, every man, if he were in 
a difiBculty, or in view of one, might make declarations to suit his 
own case {k). This objection does not apply when his own statements 
are tendered for some other purpose than to prove their truth, and 
they may accordingly always be proved by him when offered merely 
as original or circumstantial evidence (1). 


Wigmore, System of Evidence, s. 1363. 
i) Ibid., B. 136i. 

,r) For instances of the exceptions in criminal cases, soo also title Criuinal 
Law and Pkocedtjre, Vol. IX., p. 393, note (0. 

(/) F- 8. C., Ord. 38, r. 3 ; lie Young (J, L.) Manufacturing Co., Ltd., 
Fow» g Manufacturing Co., Ltd., [1900] 2 Ch, 763, 0. A ; Lumltg 

^ E. & ^).foni!s3', ? A 
E. 8. 0., Ord. 30, r. 7. 

Even tho^h such pa^ty » only trustee for another {Bawrman t. Badeniug 
), 7 Term Hep. 6^ ; and see note (p), p. 460, port), but the acts of one -who 
ii sued as a mere nominal defendant are not admissible in favour of the plaintiil 
acainst the real defendant who has been substituted for him (ArmstronQ y. 
iformandy (1850), 5 Ezdh. 409). 

. (1794), 24 State Tr. 199, 1093-1094 ; y. Pdcherini (ISosi), 

7 OoE^ 0* 0* 79, 82, 83 s y^ SoMee (1868), 1 E. & E« 86. On a similar priii- 
eiple, a manied woman cannot by any admission she can make get rid of a 
sestramt on anticipation {BtOtmayk {Lady) y. Eabcr, [1898] 1 Ch, 144, 0. A.). 

(f) See pp. 436 rt omUo 
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634. As the value of an admission depends on the circumstances 
in which it was made, these are always receivable to affect its weight 
Thus, the party against whom it is tendered may show that it was 
made in ignorance of the facts, or when his mind was in an abnormal 
condition. Moreover, the law has always been peculiarly tender in 
its treatment of efforts made by the parties to compromise their 
disputes, and accordingly it will altogether exclude proof of 
negotiations entered into for that purpose either expressly or 
impliedly “ without prejudice.” In order, however, to entitle com- 
munications to protection on this ground, it must appear that there 
was a dispute or negotiation impending between them, and that 
the letters were written, or interviews held, bond fide with a view 
to its settlement (m). Thus, a letter marked “ Without prejudice,” 
but containing a threat against the recipient should the offer not 
be accepted, is admissible to prove the threat (n) ; so, where the 
alternative to acceptance W'as that the writer would commit an act 
of bankruptcy (o). Letters marked ‘‘Without prejudice ” protect 
subsequent correspondence on the same subject (;?) ; and generally 
such letters cannot be used even on a question of costs (q). It 
has also been held, with perhaps more questionable propriety, that 
independent facts admitted during negotiations for a settlement are 
not protected. Thus, in an action by A. against B. on a bill of 
exchange, A. tendered evidence of certain proposals for payment 
made by B. to him at a confidential interview, as well as the fact 
that B. had, at the same interview, admitted the signature of the 
bill. The court rejected the proposals, but allowed B.'s admission 
to be proved (a). 

When a party sues, or is sued, personally, any admission which 
he has previously made, even in a representative capacity, is evidence 
against him (h). But the converse does not hold, and when sued 
or suing as a representative, admissions made by him before 
sustaining that character, or after it has ceased, are not binding on 
his principal (c). 

635. A party against whom an admission has been proved may 
call upon his adversary, as a part of tbe latter's case, to prove so 
much of the entire statement, document, or correspondence con- 
taining or referred to in the admission, as is necessary to explain 
it, even though such additional part may be unfavourable to the 
adversary proving the admission (d). And the same rule applies 


(m) Jie Daintrey, Ex parte Iloltf [1893] 2 Q. B. 116. 

m) Kurtz <fc Co, V. Spence d: Sone (1887), 67 L. J. (CH.) 238. See, further, as 
to letters written without prejudice, p. 657, post, 

[o) Be Daintrey, Ex parte lIoHt eupra, 

(p) Paddocks, Forrester (1841), 3 Scott (k. r.), 734 ; Pearock v. Harper (1877), 
26 W. B. 109; Oliver v. Nautilus Steam Shipping Co,^ [1903] 2 X. B. 639, C. A. 

(g) Walker v. Wilsher (18891, 23 Q. B. D, 336, 0. A. 

(o) Waldridge v. Kennison (1794), 1 Esp. 143. 

(6) Stanton v. Perdval (1866), 6 H. L. Cas. 267. 

(c) JVcw, Prance^ and Garrard* s Trustee v. Hunting ^ [1897] 1 Q. B. 607, 611 ! 
Legge v. Edmonde (1856), 26 L. J. (CH.) 125, 141. 

(d) Thomaon v. Austen (1823), 2 Bow. & By. (K. B.) 368, 361 ; Fletcher t. 
Froggatt (1827), 2 C. & P. 669; CobheU v. Grey (1850), 19 L. J. (ex.) 137 ; but 
the fact that such additional part contradicts tne admission does not predude 
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to interrogatories (e). The jury may, however, attach different 
degrees of credit to the different parts (/). Distinct portions of the 
communication, not forming part of or essential to explain the 
admission, cannot, however, be proved under this head, however 
material to the case (^). 

636. The particular form in which an admission was made is, 
so far as its admissibility goes, generally immaterial. Thus, not 
only are solemn admissions on oath, such as those contained in affi- 
davits and answers to interrogatories in the same or former proceed- 
ings (/i), receivable against a party, but also declarations in wills (t), 
recitals or descriptions in deeds (Ic), receipts (Z), bankers’ pass- 
books (m), cases for the opinion of counsel (n), maps and surveys (o), 
probate stamps and executors* inventories (p), debtors’ statements 
in bankruptcy proceedings (q), and even statements contained in 
cancelled or invalid instruments (r), though not (in civil cases) in 
unstamped ones (s). On the other hand, neither pleadings, unless 
upon oath (/), nor statements or depositions of witnesses called by 
a litigant are evidence against him in other proceedings under this 
head, unless expressly caused to bo made or knowingly used as 
true by him for the purpose of proving some particular fact (a). 
Generally, however, any document which a party lias signed or 
otherwise recognised, adopted, or acted upon, may be tendered 
against him as an admission, and so as evidence of the truth of its 
contents (?>)> though mere failure to answer a letter or object to an 
account will not necessarily have this effect (c). 


tho statemoiit beinpj regarded as some evidence of the admission (Drotvn v. 
Jl Vew ] troth er9^ [1890] 1 Q. B. 390). 

(0 R. S. C., Ord. 31, r. 24 ; Lydl v. Kennedy (1881), 27 Ch.D. 1, 15, 29, C. A. 
(/) Jtermon v. Woodhridge (1781), 2 Dong. (k. b.) 781, 788 ; Smith v. Btandy 
(1826), Ry. & M, 257. 

< 7 ) Prince v. Samo (1838), 7 Ad. & El. 627. 

(A) R. S. C., Ord. 31, r. 24 ; Fleet v. Perrins (1868), L. R. 3 Q. B. 636. 
ft) lie Noyle, Hoyle v, Hoyle, [189Jy 1 Ch. 84, C. A. 

(A) Carpmter v. Duller (1841), 8 M. & W. 209. 

u) Lee V. Lancashire and Yorkshire DaiL Co. (1871), 6 Ch. App. 627. See also 
title Contract, Vol. VII, p. 446, note [g). 

(m) Qaden v. Neir/oundland Savings Batik, [1899] A. 0. 281, 286, P. C.; 
Holland v. Manchester and Liverpool District Banking do.. Ltd. (1909), 26 T. L. R. 
380 ; Krpitigalla jRuhher EsUttes, Ltd. v. National Bank of India, [1909] 2 K. B. 
1010 ; and see title Bankers and Banking, Yol. I., p. 619. 

(n) Meath (Bishop) v. Winchester (^Marquis) (1836), 3 Bing, (N. c.) 183, H. L. 

(o) Craven {Earl) v. Pridmore (1902), 18 T. L. R. 282, 0. A. 

( p) Taylor, Law of Evidence, 10th ed., s. 860. 

Iq) Hart v. Newman (1811), 3 Camp. 13. 

(n Breton v. Cope (1791), Peake, 43. 

(«) Stamp Act, 1891 (64 & 56 Vict. c. 39), s. 14. 

U) BoUeau ▼. Rutlin (1848), 2 Exch. 666. 

(а) Ihid. ; Brkkell y. Hulse (1837), 7 Ad. A El. 454 ; Gardner v. Moult (1839), 

10 Ad. A El. 464 ; Richards v. Morgan (1863), 4 B. A S. 641 ; Simmons v. 
London Joint Stock Rank (1890), 62 L. T. 427 ; Evans v. Merthyr Tydfil Urlan 
VounHl, [1899] 1 Ch. 241, C. A. 

(б) Evans v, Merthyr Tydfil Urban Council, supra; Freeman t. Cox (1878), 8 
Ch. 1). 148 (failure to dispute affidavit that money was in defendant’s hands as 
executor treated as an admission by him) ; Hampden y. Wallis (1884), 27 Ch. D. 
261 (admission in recital of settlement). 

(c) Fairlis y. Denton (1S28), 3 C. A P. 103 ; Dpe d. ▼. Frankis (1840), 

11 Ad. A £1. 792 ; Tfiedemonn v. Walpole, [1891] 2 Q. B. 534, C. A., where, in 
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637. Statements made in the presence and hearing of a party 
are also evidence against him under the present head, to the extent 
that his answers or conduct show that he accepts the assertions 
made (d). And his mere silence, where he is reasonably called on 
to reply, will have the same effect (e). Where, however, a reply 
cannot reasonably be expected, silence wiU afford no inference of 
assent, e.g.^ where the party was deaf, ignorant of the language, 
intoxicate, asleep (/), or in extremis (g). So, as to statements 
made in a party’s presence in the course of judicial inquiries, for 
here the regularity of the proceedings prevents free interposition (/t). 

636. Not only may a party’s own statements be thus given in 
evidence against him, but those also of other persons who were at 
the time in privity with him. The term privity ” implies mutual 
or successive relationship to the same interests, and the admissions 
of privies are receivable because they are identified in interest with 
the party against whom they are tendered (t). Privies are of three 
classes: (1) Privies in blood, as heir and ancestor; (2) privies 
in law or representation, as executor and testator; and (8) privies 
in estate or interest, as vendor and purchaser, grantor and grantee, 
lessor and lessee. 

Admissions made by persons so connected with a party are, 
however, only primd facie evidence against him, and may be contra- 
dicted or explained in the same manner as if made by himself. 

The following are the chief relationships of this class : — 

Statements made by a predecessor in title, when in possession of 
proi^rty, and affecting his rights thereto, are evidence against, but 
not in favour of, a party claiming through him by title subsequent to 
the admission (j). But the rule is only co-extensive with the identity 
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an action for breach of promise by A. against B., copies of letters written b<jlh 
b}' A. and by the rector of her parish to B., in whicn they alleged that B. had 
promised to marry A., but to which B. had rotmiied no answer, were rejected 
both as proof and as corroboration of the promise. Compare (Jatikill v. Skmt 
(1850), 14 Q. B. G64. 

id) It, V. Norton, [1910] 2 K B. 496; Child v. Grace (1825), 2 0. & P. 193; 
Jonci V, Morrell (1844), 1 Car. & Kir. 266. In B, v. Sviith (1897), 18 Cox, C. C. 
470, Haweiks, J., held that a party’s denial of a statement made in his presence 
excluded it; but in R, v. Brom Acad (1906), 71 J. P. 103, 0, C. E., this pro- 
position was considered too wide, and the couH, while declining to lay down any 
general rule, said that each case must be decided on its own circumstances. 

(«) R, V. Norton, eupra ; Wiedemann v. Walpole, [1891] 2 Q. B. 634, 639, C. A. ; 
Richarde v. Oellatlv (1872), L. R. 7 0. P. 127, 131; It, v. Tate, [1908] 2 K. B. 
680, 683, 0. A. Thus, in a broach of promise case, evidence that the plaintiff 
had said to the defendant, in circumstances which made it reasonable to expect 
an answer, ** You know you have always promised to marry me, and now you 
don’t keep your word,” to which the defendant made no reply, was received os 
some evidence of corroboration of the promise (BeseelaY, Stem (1877), 2 0. P. D« 
265, 0. A.). 

(/) WHght V. Tatham (1838), 5 a, & Fin. 670, 701, 722, H. L. 

S R. V. Mitchell (1892), 17 Cox, C. 0. 603, 608. 

R. Y, Turner (1832), 1 Mood. 0. 0. 347 ; R. v. Miichtll (1892), 17 Cox, 
C. O. 603. 


(«) The answers of a bankrupt, however, are, on grounds, not admissible 

a^at^ other parties even in the same proceedings IJdc Brunner (1887), 19 Ct. B. D. 

(>) Mdhowme BaMng CeeporoUon ▼. Brougham (1882), 7 App. Oas. 307, P. 0. 
Whm A. sued B.. as administrator of 0., an intestate, to recover a watch, a 
dMaiation W 0. that he had given the watch to A. is evidence against B. 
(SeiAA T. Smith (1836), 3 Bing. (K. o.) 29). And where A. voed B. lor trespass 
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of the interest, and, accordingly, admissions by a subordinate will 
not affect the estate of a superior in title. Thus, a tenant cannot 
by bis admissions restrict his landlord’s rights (k) ; nor can a tenant 
for life the title of the remainderman (Z). In this connection, how« 
ever, a distinction exists between the case of an assignee of land and 
that of an assignee of a negotiable instrument, the former having, 
in general, no title unless his assignor had, while the latter may 
have a good title though his assignor had none. Consequently, 
unless the plaintiff suing on a bill or note stands on the title of 
the former owner, as by taking the bill with notice, or without con- 
sideration, or when overdue, the declarations of the former holder 
are not receivable against him (m). 

The admissions of a real party who, though not named on the 
record, has a substantial interest in the event are evidence against 
a nominal party to the proceedings. The admissions must, how- 
ever, have been made during the subsistence of the interest of the 
real party, and are only receivable so far as the rights of the two 
are identical. Thus, the admissions of a cestui que trust are evidence 
against his trustee (n), as also are those of a shipowner against 
the master, where the latter sues for freight (o). And, conversely, 
the principal may be affected by the admissions of his representa- 
tive, if made while the latter filled that capacity (p ). So, also, the 
admissions of an executor are receivable against a legatee (q), 
though not against the heir or devisee, since here the two interests 
are distinct (r). This rule, however, does not apply to the case of 
a guardian or next friend of an infant, these being merely officers 
appointed for the latter’s protection, and, accordingly, admissions 
made by either are not evidence against the infant (s). 

Admissions or representations made by a partner concerning the 
partnership business, and in its ordinary course, are evidence 
against the firm (0* And an admission by one of several joint 


to land, and B. tendered evidence that C., a former proprietor of A.*s estate, 
had, while in possession thereof, stated that he (0.) had only a right of common 
over the land, but no right to enclose it, this was Emitted against A., although 

A. was alive and mmht have been called os a witness (Woolway v. Rowe (1834), 
1 Ad. & El. 114). On the other hand, a statement made by a mortgagor, after 
he had assigned the ^uity of redemption, that he had paid interest on the 
mortgage up to a certain date would be inadmissible (Dyoart Peerage Case (1881), 
6 App. Cas. 489, 600), See also Fenwick v. Thornton (1827), Mood. & M. 61. 

(A;) Papendick v. Bridgwater (1866), 6 E. & B. 16G ; Blandy^Jenkine v. Dun- 
raven (Earl), [1899] 2 Oh. 121, 0. A. 

(l) Howe V. Median (1878), 27 W. B. 340 ; unless the admission is accompanied 
by some act (f6i<2.). 

(m) Barough v. White (1826), 4 B. & 0. 325 ; Beauchamp v. Parry (1830), X 

B. ft Ad. 89 ; Byles on Bills, 16th ed., p. 432. 

(n) HarrUony* Faience (1822), 1 Bing. 46 ; May v. Taylor (1843), 6 Man. 
ft Q. 261. 

io) Smith V. Lyon (1813), 3 Camp. 466. 

( p) Legge v. Edmonds (1866), 25 L. J. (CH.) 126, 141 ; New^ Pranett and 
Oarrards Trustee v. Hunting^ [1897] 1 Q. B. 607, 611. 

(q) Concha v. Concha (1886), 11 App. Cas. 641, 563. 

M Ferdhaim t. (1853), 10 luwe, 217. 

(<} Ingram v. LUde (1883), 11 Q. B. D. 251 ; thoimh as to interrogatories 
and inspection or production of documents, see now B. S. 0., Ord. 31, r. 29, 
and title Diboovxbt ito., Ybl. XL,p. 35. 

(Q Partner^p Act, 1890 (53ft54 Yiot.c.39},s.l6; and see title PAUTiTaBsmr. 
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Contractors concerning the joint undertaking is receivable against 
the others, 'whether sued or suing jointly or severally (u). 

The interest entitling such evidence to be received must, however, 
be of a joint, and not merely of a common, nature. Thus, though 
the admissions of joint tenants would be evidence against each 
other, the rule does not extend to those of tenants in common (a), nor 
to mere co-part-owners of a vessel, as distinguished from co-partners 
therein or in a part thereof (b). Moreover, the admissions must 
have been made during the continuance of the joint interest, and 
not before it commenced (c), nor after it had ceased (i). The same 
rule applies to co-representatives. Thus, admissions made by a 
trustee as to the receipt of money will bind his co-trustees where 
they are personally liable, though not otherwise (c). But it does 
not extend to co-parties in legal proceedings, €,g., respondent 
and co-respondent (/), nor a fortiori to the case of principal and 
surety, for here, as the surety contracts with the creditor, there is 
no privity between him and the debtor {g). 

The admissions of an agent are evidence against his principal, 
either when expressly authorised by the latter, or when made on 
the principal’s behalf in the ordinary course of some business or 
transaction in which the agent acted as his representative (/t). 
The agent’s admissions, however, must have been made to a third 
person, mere reports to his own principal not being evidence against 
the latter (f). 

Under this head admissions made by the directors (fc) or 
manager (f), but not by the secretary (?«)» of a company, have been 
received against it, when made in the course of transactions 
W'ith third persons, and not as confidential communications to the 
company’s own shareholders («). So, admissions by a station- 
master as to the loss of goods at his station have been received 
against the railway company (o), while those by a night inspector 
have been rejected (p). 


{u) See Wood v. Braddkk (1807), 1 Taunt. 104. 

(a) Taylor, Law of Evidence, 10th ed., sa. 750, 751 ; Dan v. Drown (1825), 
4 Cowon, 483, 492 (Amorican caae). An acknowlodgment by one of tuo 
executors and devisees in trust of real estate against the wish of the other is not 
binding on the two in their capacity of tnist^s {Astbury v. Astburt/, [1898] 2 
Ch. Ill) ; nor if it does not relate to tho affairs of the executorship (Fox v. 
Waiera (1840), 12 Ad. & El. 43). 

(5) Jaggera v. Binninga (1815), 1 Stork. 64. 

(c) Catt V. Howard (1820), 3 Stark. 3 ; Tuntey v, Evana (1845), 2 Dow. & li. 747. 
\d) Parker v. Morrell (1848), 2 Ph. 453. 

(e) Skaife v. «7acAraon(1824), 3 B. & C. 421 ; Jago v. Jago (1893), 68 L. T. 654. 
(/) Crawford v. Crawford (1886), II T. D. 150. 

(y) Bain v. Cooper (1842), 9 M. & W. 701 ; Re Kitchin, Ex parte Young (1881), 
17 Ch. D. 668, 0. A. 

(h) See title Aobkct, Vol. I., p. 215. 

If) Re Devala Provident Gold Mining Co. (1883), 22 Ch. D. 593 ; Cooper T. 
MetropolUan Board of Worka (1883), 25 Ch. D. 472, C. A. 

(k) Ibid. 

(/) Simmona y. London Joint Stock Bank (1890), 62 L. T. 427. 

(m) Bruff y. Great Northern Rail. Co. (1858), 1 F. & F. 344 ; Burnside f. 
Dayi^l (1849), 3 Exoh. 224. See title CoifPAinxB, Vol. Y., p. 244. 

(fi) Devala Provident Gold Mining Co.^ awpra. 

(o) Kirkitall Brewery Co, y, Fumm Bail, Co. (1874}, L. B. 9 Q. B. 468. 

(p) Great WeaUm Bail. Co. y. WiUia (1865), 34 L. J. (c. T.) 195. 
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Bimilarlji the admissions of the captmn of a ship are evidenee 
against the owners, but not generally those of the officers or crew(9)i 
unless made in the ship’s log (r), nor those of the pilot (a). 

The admissions of a wife are not, in general, receivable against 
her husband. Where, however, he has either expressly appointed 
her his agent in that behalf, or has impliedly done so, as^ by 
allowing her to conduct his business in his absence, her admissions 
made in the ordinary course thereof are evidence against him. 
Thus, her admissions as to the receipt of goods have been held 
to bind her husband (t ) ; though not those relating to matters 
outside the conduct of the business — e.fjf., the terms of his tenancy 
of the premises (u). 

In civil cases, the admissions of a solicitor, or of his managing 
clerk or ogent, if made during the actual progress of litigation, are 
evidence against his client in the same proceeding (a). Indeed, if 
made for the express purpose of dispensing with proof at the trial, 
they will generally be conclusive against the client (l>) ; otherwise 
they amount merely to primd facie evidence of the facts involved (c). 
Admissions made before litigation commenced (d), or casually in 
mere conversation (c), or to persons other than the opposite 
party (/), will, not, however, bind the client. The rule is some- 
what narrower in the case of counsel ; for whereas the admissions 
of a solicitor bind the client if made at any time during the 
proceedings for which he is retained, those of counsel only 
bind when made on the particular occasion for which he is 
instructed (g). 

On similar principles, when a party refers to a third person for 
information or an opinion on a given subject, the latter’s reply is, 
at all events, pvinid fade evidence against the former {h) ; and if 
the reference has been made under an agreement in that behalf, it 
will probably be conclusive (i)* 


Tlie Jetaeon (1803), 1 Eco. & Ad. 176. 

(rj TheSolwai/ (1880), 10 P. D. 137 ; The Earl of Dum/riee (1885), 10 P. D. 31. 
{») The Schwalbe (1850), Sw. 521. 

(0 Clifford V. Barton (1823), 1 Birg. 199; Meredith v. Foolner (1813), 11 
M. & W. 202. 

(u) Ibid, 

[o) Elton v. Larhine (1832), 5 C. & P. 385 ; Doe d. Wetherell v. Bird (1830), 
7 0. & P. 6 ; Blackeione v, Wilson (1857), 26 L. J. (EX.) 229 ; and soe title 
BoLiciTORS. An admission by a solicitor made fra\idulently is not binding on 
the client {Williams v. Preston (1882), 20 Ch. D. C72, C. A.). 

(5) Elton V. Larkins, supra; LanyUy y. Oxford {Eart) (1836), 5 L. J. (EX.) 
ICC. 


(e) 

COS. 




Hdli V. Squire 
) Waqslaff Y, 


re (1826), By. & M. 21 
TFuson (1832), 4 B. & 


282. 

Ad. 839. 


Fetch y. Lyon (1846), 16 L. J. (q. b.) 393 ; WaUon y. King (1846), 3 C. B. 


(f) Wilson y. Turner (1808), 1 Taunt. 398 


1 Man. & G. 896 ; if. y. Greenwich County 
B. 'D. 64, 0. A. ; and see title Babbisteus, Vol. II., 


0/) Richardson y. Pdto 
Court (Registrar) (1885), 15 
p. 401. 

(A) WHliams y. Jnnea (1808), 1 Camp. 364; Daniel y. Pitt (1808), 1 Camp. 
866, n. ; Lloyd r. Wilian (1794), 1 Bep. 178. 

(i) Price y. Keittis (1813), 1 M. ft S. 106. But an admisnon by an arbitrator 
that bis award was improperly made is not admicmble in an application to a^t 
it aside (Be WhUlty and Rdbeke* ArhiMtum, £1891} 1 Oh. 568). 



Pabt IL— Facts which mat be Pboved. 


468 


Sub-Sbox. 3. — BtatemmU by Dteeaied Pvtoat. 

639. The second gronp of exceptions to the hearsay role consists 
of statements made by persons since deceased, which are admitted 
in proof of the facts asserted if made under certain specified 
conmtions considered to afford a primA facie guarantee of their 
accuracy. 

The declarations so admissible are: — (i.) Declarations against 
Interest, (ii.) Declarations in the course of Duty, (iii.) Declara< 
tions as to Public Bights, (iv.) Declarations as to Pedigree, 
(v.) Dying Declarations in cases of Homicide, (vi.) Declarations 
by Testators as to their Wills. 

Declarations falling under the first two headings are admissible 
upon any issue; toe others are only admissible to prove the 
particular issue specified. 

(i.) Declaration) against Initreti. 

640. Oral or written declarations made by deceased persons 
against their pecuniary or proprietary interests are admissible to 
prove the facts stated. 

Declarations which acknowledge the payment of money due to the 
declarant, or charge him with the receipt of sums for which he is 
accountable to another, will satisfy the first-named requirement (k ) ; 
and declarations which have been made when the declarant was in 
actual possession of property, and have operated in disparagement 
of his title thereto, will satisfy the second requirement (/). 

On the other hand, if the statement, though against interest in 
other respects, does not affect the pecuniary or proprietary rights of 
the declarant, it will be rejected. Thus, where it was sought to 
prove the marriage of A, and B, by the statement of a deceased 
clergyman that he had married them — the circumstances being 
such that to have done so would render him liable to a criminal 
prosecution — the evidence was rejected on the ground that the 
detriment involved was not one of a pecuniary or proprietary 
nature (w). 

{k) Foster v. McMahon (1847), 11 L Eq. B. 287, 299; In the Goods of Thomas 
(1S71), 41 L. J. (p. & M.) 32 ; WilU v. PaLmear (1901), 63 W. E. 169. An entry 
made by a deceased accoucheur, in his own account-book, of the payment of his 
charges for attending a confinement on a certain date was received, as being 
against pecuniaiy interest, to prove the date of the child*s birth {Higham v. 
Bidgtoay (1808), 10 East, 109 ; 2 Smith, L. 0., 11th ed., 327). But the books of 
a film in which entries against interest have been made by a deceased partner 
are not on that account admissible {Be Fountaine^ Be Dowler, Fountaine v. 
Amherst (Lord), [1909] 2 Ch. 382, 0. A.); see also Vivian y. Moat, Vivian v. 
Walker (1881), 44 L. T. 210. 

(/) Feaeeabie v. Watson (1811), 4 Taunt. 16 ; Came v. Ficoll (1835), 1 Bing. 
(n. c.) 430 ; Doe d. Wdsh v. Langfidd (1847), 16 M. & W. 497 ; B, v. Exeier 
Gnardians (1869), L. B.. 4 Q. B. 341. A statement made by a person, while 
engaged in felling timber on certain land, that the land belonged to a third 
person, was received, after proof of the declarant’s death, as evidence of the 
facts asserted. In this case the mere felling of timber was held to be a sufflcient 
act of ownership to imply seisia in the declarant, so as to let in his statement 
in derogation of that primd facie title (Doe d. Stansbtiry v. Arkwright (1833), 5 
G, A P. 575 ; see also Oery v. Bedman (1875), 1 Q. B. I). 161). 

(m) The Bmeex Peerage (1844), 11 OL & Fin. 85, 108, XL L. ; A v. Birmingham 
OiXeneere (1861), 1 B. ft S. 763* 
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The declarations must have been against interest at the time 
they were made ; it is not sufidcient that they might possibly turn 
out to be so afterwards (n). Thus, where, in order to prove that 
A., a deceased bankrupt, owed money to B., an admission of that 
fact in the bankrupt’s statement was tendered as being a declaration 
against interest, since there might be a surplus, after payment of 
debts, which would be diminished by the debt to B., the court 
rejected the evidence on the ground that the statement was not 
one which was, when made, adverse to the bankrupt (o). So, a 
statement of the terms of a contract will not be presumed to be 
against the interest of either party (p). But an acknowledgment 
by a deceased creditor of money received by him on account of a 
debt is receivable as a declaration against interest if made before, 
though not after, the debt has become statute-barred (q). 

641. Declarations against interest are admissible although the 
declarant had no personal knowledge of the facts stated, but spoke 
or wrote merely from hearsay (r) ; and although he might even 
have had an interest to misstate the facts. These circumstances 
affect the weight, not the admissibility, of the evidence. Moreover, 
the declarations are receivable to prove not only the precise fact 
which is against interest, but any other connected facts which are 
necessary to explain the former, even though these may operate in 
the declarant’s favour («), On this principle, accounts have been 
admitted, some items of which charge the declarant, although other 
connected items discharge him, or even show a balance in his 
favour, since it is not to be presumed that a man will charge 
himself falsely for the mere purpose of getting a discharge ; and, 
in the latter case, the debit items would still be against interest, 
since they diminish the balance in his favour (0. On the other 
hand, disconnected items, although contained in the same document 
or statement, will be excluded (a). 

(ii.) Declarations in the course of Duty, 

642. Statements made by a deceased person in the course of his 
duty and in the ordinary routine of his business are admissible in 
certain circumstances to prove the facts alleged in the pleading. 

To be admissible upon this ground the statement must (a) relate 
to some act or transaction performed by the person making it in 
the ordinary course of his business and duty ; (b) be made in the 

(n) Massey v. AlUn (1879), 13 Ch. D. 558. 

(o) Re Tollemache, Ex parte Edwards (1884), 14 Q. B. D. 415, 

c p) R. V, Worth {inhabitants) (^1 843), 4 Q. B. 132. 

(g) Briggs v, Wilson (1864), 6 Be G. M. & G. 12, C. A. 

(f) Taytor ▼. Witham^ v. Taylor (1876), 3 Ch. B. 605 : Vercival ▼. 

Eanscn (1851), 7 £xoh. 1. 

(«) Taylor v. Witham, Witham v. Taylor, supra ; Iludson v. The Bwiflsure 
(Owneri), The BuH/tsure (1900), 82 L. T. 389. 

(0 Rowe v. Brenion (1828), 3 Man. & By. (k. B.) 133, 269 ; Williams ▼. Oeavee 

a 8 a & P. 592; Clark v. WRmat (1841), 1 Y. & 0. Ch. Caa. 53; R, ▼. 
ilnhabitanU) (1843), 12 L. J. (m. c.) 47. 
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ordinary course of his business under a duty to make it ; and (c) be Biot. t. 
made at or near the time at which the act or transaction to which Heanaf. 
it relates was performed (b). 

(a) The entries made in business books by clerks and servants Book entrioi. 
recording the transactions performed by them in their employers' 
business form the earliest and most frequent illustrations of the 

first of the above rules (c). Such entries have been admitted, for 
instance, after the death of the persons who made them, to prove 
the delivery of goods (d), the delivery of a solicitor’s bill (e), the 
posting of letters (/), the payment of rates ( 9 ), the service of an 
order of the Court of Aldermen (/<}, and the presentment (i) and 
dishonour {k) of a bill of exchange. It is not necessary that the 
actual entry should be made by the hand of the deceased jrarson 
who himself carried out the transaction recorded. It is sufiicient if 
he sign the entry (1), or do any act by which he adopts it as his 
own, or if it be made by someone employed or authorised to make 
it for him. In such cases it is not required, to make the entry 
admissible, that the person who actually wrote it should be called 
as a witness, although he may be still alive (in). 

(b) The statement must not only relate to some act done by the Duty lo «|ik« 

person making it, but must be made by him in performance of a deoUimti^ij, 
duty to make it(n). Such duty may be imposed by or implied i' 

(A) See Mercer v. Detine, [1905] 2 Ch. 538, 0. A., per Vaughan Williams, LJ., 
at p. 558. 

(c) See this rule stated in Smith T. lilakey (1867), L. B. 2 Q. B. 826, per 
Blackburn, J. ; The Henry Coxon (1878), 3 I?. D. 156 ; and Jtyun v. Jting 
(1889), 25 L. E. Ir. 184. 

/.j\ /I n m • j /« Mnov 




1 Salk. 285 ; 2 Smith, L. C., 11th ed., 320; Rowcro/t y. Basmt (1802), Peake, 
Add. Cas. 199. 

(e) Champney$ v. Peck (1816), 1 Stark. 404. 

(/) Pritt V. Fairclough (1812), 3 Camp. 305 ; Hagedorn v. Reid (1813), 3 Camp, 
377. An entry, however, of letters to be posted is not sufficient by itself to 
prove the postajre {Rowlands v. De Vecchi (1882), Cab. & El. 10). 

{g) R, V. Bt, Mary, Warwick (InhahUanU) (1853), 1 E. & B. 816. 

(h) R. V. Cope (1835), 7 C. & P. 720, 726. 

(t) 8nttmi y. Gregory (1797), Peake, Add. Cas, 150. 

f A;) Poole v. Dicas (1835), 1 Bing. (w. 0.) 619. 

(/) This was done in Price v. Torrington (Earl), sui/ra, In Rrain v, Preece 
(1843), 11 M. <Sb W. 773, it was the duty of a workman at a coal mine to give 
notice to the foreman of sales. The foreman, being unable to write, employed 
another man to enter the sales for him in his ^oks. The entries were reaid over 
to the foreman every evening. In an action for coal sold, after the death of both 
the workman and the foreman, the person who m£^e the entries was called, and 
produced the book containing them. The entries were held to be inadmis* 
sible, apparently upon the ground that they were merely the entries of the 
foreman, who had no personal knowledge of the sales, which were merely 
reported to him. He could not have proved them had he been alive. In Fox 
V. Bearhlock (1881), 17 Ch. D. 429, an entry in a minute book of King's Colley, 
Cambridge, relating to proceedings of the college in 1803, in the l^dwritmg 
of the person who usually made the entries, rat not authenticated by the 
signature of the registrar, as was the general practice in connection with such 
entries, was rejetSed owing to this irregularity; see also Bradehaw t. 
WiddringUm, [1902J 2 Oh. 430, 0. A., as to entriM in a solicitor’s books ; 
compare Be FouiUaine, Be Dowler, Fcuntaine y. Amherst (Lord), [1909] 2 Ch. 
382, 396, C. A. 

(m) Compare Hoed. Oraham y. Uawkine (1841), 2 Q. B. 212. 

(») Smith y. BkJcey, iiipra/ Mamy y. Alim (1879), 13 Ch«. Df 558l 
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from the terms, rules, or ordinary practice of the business in which 
he is employed, as in the case of clerks and servants, or may arise 
from a statutory obligation (o). 

Professional men may also, for the due performance of the 
work they are employed to do, be under an obligation to their 
clients to ascertain and record facts, so as to render their records as 
to such facts admissible after their death as having been made in 
the course of duty(p). The existence of such a duty in any 
particular case must depend largely upon the particular facts as to 
the nature and terms of the employment, but in general there is no 
such duty upon a solicitor to record transactions carried out by him 
for bis clients (9), nor upon a medical man to inform his patients of 
the nature of their illness (r), as to render such statements by them 
admissible upon the principle in question. 

(c) In the case of a statement made in the course of duty it is, 
lastly, essential that it be contemporaneous — that is, it must be 
shown to have been made at or near the time when the transaction 
which it records was performed («). In this respect the rule as to 


Trotter V. Maclean (1879), 13 Ch. D. 674 ; if. v. Dukinjield (Inhahitanti) (1848), 
11 Q. B. 678, per Erle, J., at p. 686; Doe d. Padwich v. Skinner (1848), 

3 Exeb. 84, per Parke, B., at p. 88. In if. v. Worth {Inhabitants) (1843), 

4 Q. B. 132, ontries in a book made by a master of the terms upon which his 
servants were hired were rejected upon the ground that he was under no duty 
to make them. 

(o) See Evane v. Merthyr Tydfil Urban Council, [1899] 1 Oh. 241, 0. A., per 
Lindlby, M.B., at p. 260, whei'e a survey of Crown lands, made by a surveyor 
in performance of a duty cast upon him by statute, was held admissible on this 
ground, and North Stafferdehire Pail, Co, v. Hanley Corporation (1909), 73 J. P. 
477, 0. A. 

{})) See Mellor v. Walmesley, [1905] 2 Ch. 164, 0. A., where entries of 
measurements made by a deceased surveyor in a field book for the purpose of 
making a report in the exercise of his profession were admitted on tho ground 
that it was his duty to make and reoora the measurements, without which be 
could not arrive at his ultimate conclusion ; see also Doe d. Patteehall v. Turfard 
(1832), 3 B. & Ad. 890. 

(7) Hope V. Hope^ [1893] W. N. 20, C. A. Such statements have, however, 
Ikjou admtted. In Doe d. Patteehall v. Turford, eupra, an entry of service 
of a notice to quit made by a deceased solicitor upon a duplicate of the notice 
kept in his ofiice was admitted as evidence of the service. It was there 
shown to be the practice and duty of the clerks to make such entries, and 
the court assumed that the solicitor would himself do what he required of his 
dorks. Similarly, in Eawline v. Bickarde (I860), 28 Beav. 370, entries made by 
a deceased solicitor in his diary relating to a dera prepared by him and executed 
by his client, also deceased, were admitted as made in the ordinary course of 
business and duty. The rule as stated in the earlier cases is that the entry 
must be made not so much in the ordinaiy course of duty as in the ordinary 
course of business ; see, e.^.. Doe d. Patteehall v. Twrfard, supra, per G^unton, J., 
at p. 898. pie general I'esult seems to be that while a solicitor’s clerk owes 
a duty to his employer to make such entries, the solicitor himself owes none 
to his client 

S Damon v« Dawson (1906), 22 T. L. R. 62. 

Chammieys v. Peck (18161, 1 Stark. 404; Doe d. Patteehall v. Turford, 
su}ira, per rABXy J.» at p. 89e ; Doe d. v. Skinner, supra; Eastern 

Union Bail, Co. v. l^/monds (1860), 6 £xch. 237; I'umer v. Hutchinson (1861), 
8 L. T. 816. In Pritt v. Fairclcugh (1812), 3 Osmp. 306, the court was 
satisfied on this point by evidence that the clerk maxing enMes in a copy 
letter-book was punctual in perlorming his duties. In 2'he Henry Conon 
(1878), 3 D, 166, ons 0! the grounds upon which entries in a ship's 
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statements made in the coarse of duty differs from that regulating 
the admissibility of statements against interest 

Such statements are also to be distinguished from statements 
against interest made by persons since dead, in that they are 
aamitted as evidence only of the particular fact or facts which the 
person making them was under a duty to state or record, and their 
admission does not extend to any other facts stated or recorded, 
however closely such facts may be connected with the admissible 
portion of the statement (t). 

If the above conditions are fulfilled, it is immaterial whether 
the statements sought to be proved were made orally or in 
writing. Oral statements made by deceased persons in the course 
of duty are admissible upon the same principles as written state- 
ments, though obviously different considerations arise in measuring 
the weight and effect to be attributed to them (a). 

Oral statements, however, made by a deceased person subsequently 
to and in contradiction of an admissible written statement made by 
him in the course of his duty are inadmissible (6), and statements 
made by an attesting witness to a deed are similarly inadmissible 
after his death for the purpose of showing that the deed was a 
forgery (c). 

(iil) DecIaration$ a$ to Pahlic Illght$. 

643. Declarations by deceased persons of competent knowledge, 
made ante litem viotam, are receivable to prove ancient rights of a 
public or general nature. 

This exception to the hearsay rule is allowed partly on the ground 
of necessity, since without such evidence ancient rights could rarely 
be established ; and partly on the ground that the public nature of 
the rights minimises the risks of misstatement. 

Tlie term ‘‘ public right ” imports a right exercisable by every 
member of the State, c.y., a right of highway (d), or of fishery 
in tidal rivers (e) ; a general right ” is one which affects some 


log by a deceased mate were rejected was that they were not contemporaneous, 
the collision to which they referred having happened on a Saturday, and the 
entries not having been made until the following Monday. 

(t) Chamber$ v. Pemcuconi 0^30. 1 Tyr. 3301; (1834) 4 Tyr. 631, Ex. Oh., 
where, it being the duty of a Bnenfl's officer to record the execution by him of 
a warrant of arrest, his memorandum, stating the arrest at a certain place, was 
held inadmissible as evidence, after his death, to prove the place at which the 
arrest was effected. See also Davi$ v. Lloyd (1844), 1 Oar. A Kir. 275 ; Smith 
V. Blakey (1867), L. H. 2 Q. B. 326, per Blxckbubk^ J., at p. 332 ; Tlie Henry 
Ckaxm (1878), 3 P. D. 156; and Sturla v. Freccta («880), 5 App. (jas. 623, per 
Lord Sblbobkb, L.O., at p. 633. 

(a) Stapylton v. Clough (1853), 2 E. B. 933, per Lord Oahpbell, O.J., at 

L 937 ; Turner v. Huichimon (1861), 3 L, T. 815, per Williams, J., at p. 816. 

Dawaon v. Daweon (1905), 22 T. L. B. 52, an oral statement by a deceased 
doctor to his natient as to the nature of her illness was rej^ted solely on the 
ground that ne was under no duty to make it; see also R. v. Buchley (1873). 
13 Cox, 0.0. 298. 

(5) SiapyWm v. Clough, aupra, where the oral statement was not made in the 
course of businesB. 

(c) Sidbari v. iJryden (1836), 1 M. A W. 615. 

((Q 0€aje V. Barren (1835), 1 Or. M. & B. 919. 

(f) NeiR T« Demnhire [Duke) (1882), 8 C^. I8ib 
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eonsiderable sdctiofl of the community, a right of common (/), 
or a right to elect the churchwardens of a certain parish (^). 

Statements by deceased persons as to private rights are not 
admissible, since such rights are less likely to be commonly known, 
and more likely to be misrepresented by interested persons (A). If, 
however, the private right is identical with a public one (i), or the 
question is whether the particular right involved is public or 
private (k), the declarations will be admissible. 

With regard to the competency of the declarant, the rule is that, 
in the case of a public right, all members of the State are presumed 
to possess competent knowledge, so that its absence in any par- 
ticular instance affects merely the weight, and not the admissibility, 
of the evidence ; whereas, in the case of a general right, competent 
knowledge will not be presumed, but must be specially proved (/), 
by residence in, or other connection with, the locality {m). 
Moreover, to obviate bias, the declarations are required to 
have been made ante litem motam, which means not merely before 
the commencement of legal proceedings, but before even the 
existence of any actual controversy, concerning the subject- 
matter of the declarations (n). So strictly has this requirement 
been enforced that the fact that such a dispute was unknown to 
the declarant (o), or was fraudulently begun with a view to shut 
out his declarations (p), has been held immaterial. Where, how- 
ever, the declarations were made before any dispute had arisen, 
though avowedly for the purpose of preventing futuiie controversy, 
they have been received (q) ; as also where the right involved had 
come only collaterally, but not directly, in question in prior legal 
proceedings (r). Thus, in an action between a lord of a manor and 
his tenant, where the question was as to the mode in which a 
customary fine should be assessed, depositions showing this and 
made in an ancient suit between a tenant and a former lord, but in 
which suit only the amount of the fine, and not its mode of assess- 
ment, was in question, were received (s). Declarations made in the 
obvious interests of the declarant will, generally speaking, be 
rejected (t) ; though, if no dispute has arisen, or no claim has been 

(/) Dimraven (Lord) v. Llemllyn (1850), 15 Q. h. 791, Ex. Ch. ; NicholU v. 
Parker (1805). 14 East, 331, n. 
fo) Berry v. Banner (1792), Peake, 212 [156]. 
f A) Dunraven (Lord) v. LteweHyrtf supra. 

It) Thomas y. Jenkins (1837), 6 Ad. & El. 625. 

\k) R. V. JJiw (1837), 7 Ad, & El. 650. 

0 Rogers v. Wood (1831), 2 B. & Ad. 245 ; Crease v. Barrett (1835), 1 Cr. M. 
ft B. 919, 928, 929 ; Mercer y. Denne^ 2 Oh. 638, 660, 0. A, 

(to) Freeman y. Phiilipps (1816), 4 M. ft S. 486 ; Newcastle ( Duke) y. Broxtowe 
{Amdred) (1832), 4 B. ft Ad. 273 ; Mercer y. J)enne, supra, 

(n) jBerkkey Peerage Case (1811), 4 Camp. 401, 417, if. L. ; Davies y. Lowndes 
(1843), 6 Man. ft G. 473, 618, Ex. Oh. 

Berkeley Peerage Case, supra ; Shedden y. A.-G. (1860), 30 L. J. (p. if. ft A.) 

(p) Shedden v. supra, 

(q) Berkdey Peerage Case, supra; MonkUmj, A.-(7. (1831), 2 Buss, ft M. 147 ; 
Shedden y. A.-{7., supra, 

(r) Freeman v, PhtUipps, sttpra; Devonshire (Dnkr) v. Neill (1877), 2 L. B. Ir. 

132, 160, 167. ' 

(f) Freeman y. PhdUpps, snpru, 

(0 Broekslbank v. Thempson^ [1903] 8 Gb. 344, 362. where in an action by a 
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conlemidated, the mere fact that the declarations might tend to 
support the declarant's own title will not of itself be sufficient to 
exclude them (a). 

Declarations to be admissible under this head must, in general, 
directly assert or deny the public right in question, and not relate 
merely to particular facts which may support or negative it. The 
omission, however, of all mention of the right in documents or 
instruments which might be expected to refer to it is strong, and 
sometimes conclusive, evidence of its non-existence (b). 

Declarations as to public rights may be admissible in a variety 
of forms. Those most commonly tendered are mere oral statements 
by deceased persons of competent knowledge ; but greater weight 
will naturally be attached to depositions taken on oath in former 
suits, provided the same right was only incidentally, and not 
directly, involved; for in the latter case the objection po8t litem 
motam will apply (c). 

Old deeds reciting the public or general rights are also often 
received under this head(d), but not copies or abstracts thereof 
(unless as secondary evidence), since the contents of a document 
are in the nature of a particular fact, and, as such, inadmis- 
sible (e). Maps and surveys are also receivable, provided they were 
made by or under the direction of deceased persons of competent 
knowledge (/), or at least were used by such persons to define the 
general right, and not merely to establish some particular fact (^). 

(iv.) Declarations as to Pedigree. 

644. Declarations by deceased relations, made ante litem 
motam (/t), are admissible to prove matters of pedigree. 

Such declarations are receivable partly on the ground of neces- 
sity, better evidence of the facts being often unobtainable, and 
partly because the peculiar means of knowledge possessed by the 


lord of a manor for trespass, to which the defendant pleaded a right of church 
wa)% and the plaintiff, in disproof, tendered a memorandum by a former bjnl, 
stating that only certain classes of tenants had the right claimed, and the 
evidence W'as rejected upon this us well as upon other grounds. 

(ti) Doe d. Jenkins v. Davies (1847), 10 Q. B. 314. 

{b) Anglesetj (Marquis) v. Hatherton (Lord) (1842), 10 M. & W. 218; Portland 
(Duke) V. Hill (1866), L. E. 2 Ekj. 766. 

(c) Freeman v, Phillipps (1816), 4 M. & 8. 486; Devonshire (Duke) v. Neill 
(1877), 2 L. E Ir. 132 ; Crease v. Itarrett (1835), I Cr. M. & E. 919 ; Krans v. 
MeHhyt T^fil Urban Councii, [1899] 1 Ch. 241, C. A.; Mercer y. Denne, limb] 
2 Ch. 638, 0. A. 

6 j^>^60 (^829), 10 B. & C. 608; Curzon v. L&max (1803), 


(e) Do 

In 

72 L T. 


Doe d. Padwick v, Witicomh (1851), 6 Exch. 601. 

^ Hammond v. Bradstreet (1854), 10 Exch^ 390; Smith v. Lister 


20; Mercery. Denne, supra; Assheton-SmUh v. Owen (1906), 76 L. 

(chO 181, 188, 192, C. A. ; see also R. v. Norfolk County CouneU (1910), 2(1 
A. li. E. 269. 

(5) Daniel v. Wilkin (1862), 7 Exch. 429 ; Pipe v. Fulcher (1868), 1 E. & E. Ill ; 
Smith V. Lister^ supra; Vyntt v. Ifirrott Iturol Dieirkt Council (1909), 73 J. P. 
242. 

(6) As to what is the commencement of a Its mota^ see Frederick v. A.^G^ 

0874)^ L. B. 3 P. & D. 270. The declaration must Ite spontaneous illiu v* 
lfi6W(1870).19W.B.260). ^ v* 
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declarant, and his absence of interest to misrepresent, clothe the 
declarations with ekprlmd facie probability of truth. 

To constitute a matter of pedigree *' there must be a 
genealogical question actually in issue in the proceedings (i), and 
the declarations must relate either directly thereto, or at all events 
to some incident of family history required for the proof of such 
issue (k). 

646. Declarations to be admissible under this head must have 
been made by blood-relations of the family, or by their consorts, 
and not by persons who are merely related to the latter and not to 
the former (0, nor a fortiori by friends, neighbours, or servants of 
the family (?h), or the family solicitor (n). Declarations by illegiti- 
mate relations are inadmissible under this rule, on the principle 
that a bastard being filiuB nullius can have no relations (o ) ; 
though an admission by a deceased person of his own illegitimacy 
would always be evidence against his representatives as an admis- 
sion (p), and a declaration by a deceased father that the father 
was not married at the date of his son’s birth is evidence of the 
latter’s illegitimacy (q). 

No very strict rule applies to the competency of the declarants. 
Thus, it is not essential that they should have had personal know- 
ledge of the facts stated ; it is sufficient if they spoke merely from 
what they had heard in the family, though if the hearsay was 
avowedly derived from strangers it will be rejected (?•). Nor need 
the declarations relate to contemporaneous events, for if so the 
whole object of the rule might be nullified (s) ; accordingly, they 


(i) Stephen, Digest of the !l^w of Evidence, 8th ed., art. 31. 

{k) Thus, in an action of ejectment, the question whether A. is the heir-at- 
law of B. (Dot d. Banning v. Qriffin (1812), 15 East, 293), or in administration 
proceedings, whether A. is the next of kin to B. (In the Ooode of Thompson 
(1887), 12 P. D. 100), would be within the rule; and on such an inquiry the 
death of B., or of any of B.'s relations entitled in priority to A., would be a 
** matter of pedigree provable by the declarations of deceased members of 
the family (Doe d. Banning v. Qriffin^ eupra). Evidence of the same kind is also 
receivable on issues of legitimacy (Be Perion^ Pearson v. A.-G'. (1885), 53 L. T. 
707). On the other hand, in an action for use and occupation against a tenant 
par autre vie, who had held over after the death of the cestui que vie, the death 
of the latter was held not to be a ** matter of pedigree,*’ and so not provable as 
above (Whittuck v. Tra/er« (1830), 4 U. & P. 375). And in an action for goods 
sold, to which the defence was infan^, an afiidavit by the infunPs deceased 
father, made in a former Ohancery action to which the present plaintijGf was not 
a party, was reputed to prove the date of the infant’s birth (Haines v. Guthrie 
(1884), 13 Q. jB. D. 818, 0. A.}, the purpose for which the ovidenco was 

1 [uired not being a genealogical one. 

/) The Bhrtiwslury Peerage (1858), 7 H. L. Cas. 1, 23. 

m) Johnson v. Lawson (1824), 2 Bing. 86. 

n) Be Palmes, Palmes ▼. B,, f 1901] W. N. 146. 

o) Doe d. Bamford v. Barton (1837), 2 Mood. & B. 28 ; Deed. Jenkins v. Davies 
(1847), 10 Q. B. 314. 

(p) i2e Perton, Pearson v. supra. 

(q) Murray v. Milner (1879), 12 Oh. D. 845 ; see also Be Turner, Olenister v. 
Barding (1885), 29 Ch. D. 985 ; The Aylesford Peerage (1885), 11 App. Cas. 1. 

(r) Davies v. Lowndes (1843), 6 Man. & u. 473, 527, Ex, Ch. ; Shedaen v. 
(1860), 80 L. J. (P. M. & A.) 217. 

(•) MonkUm v* A.-G. (1831), 2 Euss. 4b M. 147, 157, 158; Dames v. Lowndes^ 
eupra. 
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have been recdved to prove matters ocoorring many generations 
before the birth of the declarant (t). 

Declarations under this head may be made in any form, e.g., 
oral statements, family correspondence, recitals in wills and settle- 
ments, inscriptions on tombstones, coffin-plates, hatchments, family 
portraits, rings, or pedigrees (a) ; or entries in family Bibles etc. 
With regard to the last-mentioned, these are receivable not on 
the ground of the sacred nature of the volumes, but because of the 
custom of using them as family registers. Family acknowledg- 
ment of the entries will, therefore, be implied, without requiring 
proof of the identity, blood-relationship, or even, possibly, the death 
of the declarants (6). 

(v.) Dedarations by Dying PerBona. 

646. In trials for homicide, the dying declarations of the deceased 
are admissible to prove the cause and circumstances of his 
death. The grounds of admission are necessity, since if the evi- 
dence of the victim ivere excluded such crimes might often go 
unpunished, and the sense of impending death, which supplies the 
most potent of all incentives to speak the truth (c). 

(vi.) Declarationa by Teatators. 

647. Declarations made by deceased testators as to their wills 
are receivable in certain cases (cf), and are sometimes regarded as 
constituting exceptions to the hearsay rule. 

These declarations, however, will, in almost every case, be found 
to be examples, not of hearsay, but of original evidence, i.e., they 
are receivable not to prove the truth of the facts stated, but merely 
to show the mental condition of the testator ; while, when tendered 
for the former, and not the latter purpose, they have, with the 
single exception presently mentioned, been uniformly rejected. 

648. Such declarations may, then, be tendered as original 
evidence, but not as hearsay, for three main objects : — (1) To 
establish the factum of the will ; (2) to show what are its contents ; 
and (8) to assist in its interpretation ; and when so tendered it is, 
in general, immaterial whether they were made before, at, or after 
its execution. 

Such declarations are not receivable as direct proof of the execu- 
tion or revocation of the will, seeing that the effect of receiving 
them might be to substitute a mere statement by the testator for the 
proper and regular evidence of the fact required by the ills Act(c), 


(t) Davita v. Lowndtay (1843), 6 Man. & G. 473, 327, Ex. Ch. ; Hubback, 
Evidence of Suooeseion, p. 639. 

(a) Taylor, Law of Evidence, 10th od., se. 048—637. 

(A) BerhiUyPaeraga Case (1811), 4 Camp. 401, H. L. ; Monkton v. il.-G. (1831), 
2 Hu88. & M. 147, 137, 138 ; Hubbard v. Leea and Purden (1800), L. E. 1 Excli* 
233 ; and eee Payna v. Bmw/U (1904), 20 T. L. B. 203. 

(c) R. V. Woodcock (1789), 1 Leach, 500, per Etbx, C.B., at p. 301; B. v. 
Perry y [190^ 2 K. B. 697, 0. 0. A. As to dying declarationf, see title CaiiaitiJi 
Law Aim »ooBDxnuB, Yol. IX., pp. 393, 389. 

(d) See title WiLua 

(a) Aikinmm v. Morrii, [1897] P. 40, 0. A. ; and see title Wuxs, 
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but where the required formalities are shown to have been substan- 
tially complied mth, post-testamentary declarations by the testator, 
acknowledging the validity of the will, have been received to 
support the presumption of due execution arising from a partial 
compliance with the statute (/). So, to show that certain papers 
formed part of the will, declarations by a testatrix, made before its 
execution, that she intended to leave her property in a certain 
manner, which corresponded with the provisions contained in those 
papers, and declarations, after the execution, that she believed she 
had effected this intention in her will, were received as showing 
that her mind continued in the same state after the will as before 
it (7). Again, to show whether an instrument has been executed as 
a deed or will (h\ or whether a will has been destroyed, animo 
revocandi, or otherwise (0> declarations of intention by the testator 
are receivable. 

Declarations by a testator are admissible as secondary evidence 
of the contents of a lost will. Thus, a draft signed by him, oral 
instructions given to his solicitor, and statements to third persons 
as to the provisions he was about to make, were in a well-known case 
received as presumptive evidence that the testator probably made the 
dispositions which his declarations foreshadowed (A:). Post-testa- 
mentary declarations implying that he had made such dispositions, 
were in the same case also received, as exceptions to the hearsay 
rule ; but this portion of the decision has been subjected to serious 
criticism, and it is doubtful whether it would now be followed, even 
in a similar state of facts (a). Declarations of intention by the 
testator are also admissible to rebut the presumption that alterations 
in bis will were made after its execution ; while his mere hearsay 
assertions as to their date have been rejected (b). 

Declarations of testators may also, in certain cases, be resorted 
to in aid of the interpretation of the will (c). 

Sub-Sect. 4 . — Statements in Public Documents. 

649 . The third group of exceptions to the hearsay rule comprises 
statements in public documents, which are receivable to prove the 
facts stated, on the general grounds that they were made by the 
authorised agents of the public, in the course of official duty, and 


Claris V. C/arifea (1879), 5 L. R. Ir. 47. C. A. 


QouUi y. Lakes (1880), 6 P. D. 1. Aitaougn tbis case, in terms, pro- 
fess^ to follow Sugden v, St Leonards (Lord) (1876), 1 P. D. 154, C. A., it does 
not in effect do so, but lays down a different, and, it is submitt^, the correct, 
principle as above stated. 

(A) in the Goods of Slinn (1890), 15 P. D. 156. In tbis case the testatrix 
had executed a deed-poll which disposed of all her property and was attested 
by two witnesses. A subsequent declaration that ** I have not mentioned it in 
the paper, but would like B. to have £10 after my death,’* was received to ^ow 
that she intended the deed to operate as a will, and not inter vivos. 

If) (Hies V. Warren (18721, L. R 2 P. & D. 401. 

Sugden v. St Leonarde (Aord). supra. 

iW) Woodtvard v. Oouktone (1886), 11 App. Cas. 469; Atkinson v. Jforni. 
8971P. 40, 0. A. V 


(6) x>os d. Shallenm v. Patmor (1851), 16 Q. B. 747. 
(e) See title W 1 UL 8 . 
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respecting istOts which were of public interest, or required to be 
recorded for the benefit of the community (d). 

The following documents come within this category : — (i.) Public 
Statutes, Parliamentary Journals, and Government Gazettes, 
(ii.) Public Begisters. (iii.) Public Surveys, Assessments, and 
Beports. (iv.) Official Certificates, (v.) Coi'poration, Company, 
and Bankers’ Books, (vi.) Histories, Scientific Works etc. 

(i.) Public Statutes, Parliamentary Journals, and Qovemment Gazettes. 

650. Statements contained in any public statute, Speech from 
the Throne (c), royal proclamation (/), parliamentary journal ( 51 ), 
Government gazette (h), or State paper, are admissible, even 
against strangers, to prove facts of a public, but not of a privatei 
uacure. 

Such statements, however, unless otherwise provided, are only 
primd facie, and not conclusive, evidence of the facts asserted ( 0 . 
On the other hand, private Acts, even when judicially noticed, are 
wholly inadmissible against strangers, not only to prove the facta 
recited (k), but even to fix a person with notice thereof (!). 

(ii.) Public Registers, 

661. Entries in public registers are evidence of the facts 
recorded, even against strangers, provided the book was required 
by law to be kept for public reference, and the entries were made 
promptly, and by the proper officer (m). 

There must be a public duty to keep the register, and the 
information must be required to be preserved for the public use and 
benefit ; registers kept under private authority, or for the benefit or 
information merely of private individuals, are inadmissible (n). 

Under the first-named head may be classed parish registers, which 
formerly were required to be kept under the authority of the 
common law (o), and now are kept under that of various statutes (p). 


a Taylor, Law of Evidonco, 10th od., s. 1591 ; Sturla v. Frecciu (1880), 
p. Cas. 623. 

(e) R, V. Francklin (1731), 17 State Tr. 626. 636^38. 

(/) R. V. Sutton (1816), 4 M. & S. 532; R. v. De Rerenger (1814), 3 M. & S. 
67. 

Of) V. Dro/dlaugh (1885), 14 Q. B. D. 667, 0. A. 

(A) R, V. Holt (1793), 6 Term Hep. 436 ; A.-G. v. Theakstone (1820), 8 Price, 
89. 

(t) R, V. Greene (1837), 6 Ad. & El. 548 ; R, v. Francklin, supra. 

(k) Beaufort (/>t<^) ▼, Smith (1849), 4 Ezch. 450 ; Polini v. Gray, Sturla v* 
Freceia (1879), 12 Ch. D. 411, 0. A. 

S Ballard t. TFay (1836), 1 M. & W. 520. 
i) Doe d. France ▼. Andrews (1850), 15 Q. B. 756 ; Doe d, Warren v. Bray 
(1828). 8 B. & 0. 813 ; Sturla v. Freccia (1880), 6 App. Cas. 623, 644. 

(n) Henry ▼. Leigh (1813), 8 (^mp. 499 ; Huntley ▼. Donovan (186^, 16 
Q. B. 96 ; Irish Society {Oov^or etc.) v. Derry (1846), 12 CJl. A Fin. 641, H. L. ; 
Sturla T. Freccia (1880), 5 App. Gas. 623. As to a statement in Lloyd*s List 
being notice of a state of blockade, see Bain v. Case (1829), 8 0. A P. 496. 

( 0 ) Doe d. WdUoMton ▼. Barnes (1834), 1 Mood. A B. 386. 

( o) See the Parochial Begisters Act, 1812 (52 Cleo. 3, c. 146) (as to baptisms 
and buriaU), and 46 spd PeaQiS Be^tration Act, 1836 (6 A 7 WilL 4« 

6* ^6)1 a dl* 
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*• On the other hand, early Noneimtoianist re^^tere^w^ hotrequired 
Heanaj. to be kept by any legal authoiii^, tod ao were inadmissible, Bv 
statute, however, registers of the latter class may now, in many 
cases, be received, upon proof of deposit with the Eegistrar- 
General, entry in his list, and notice to the opponent of a party’s 
intention to produce them (g) ; while, with regard to the birtL, 
marriages, and deaths of Nonconformists since 1886, registers 
thereof are now admissible under General Begistration Acts (/). 
Bishops* registers have, at common law, been admitted on this 
principle to prove a right of nomination to a curacy (s), and 
vestry books to prove the due election of a parish officer (t) ; but an 
entry in an old pariah book, made by a parish officer, purporting to 
relieve the parish from its liability to support a certain pauper, has 
been rejected, since the entry concerned merely the rights of two 
paribhes inter se, and thus was not of a public nature (a). So a 
register of attendances of the medical officer of a union, kept under 
the orders of the Poor Law Commissioners, was held inadmissible 
for the same reason (6). 

Under various statutes a large number of registers kept under 
legal authority in various public offices are receivable, usually as 
primu facie, but in some cases as conclusive, evidence of the facts 
recorded (c). 


(j) See the Non-parochial Eegisters Act, 1840 (3 & 4 Viet, c* 92), and the 
Births and Deaths rtogistration Act, 1858 (21 & 22 Yict. c. 25). 

(r) See the Biitbs and Deaths Begistration Act, 1836 (6 & 7 Will. 4, c. 80), 
e. 31, amended by the Births and Deaths Begistration Act, 1874 (37 & 38 Yict* 
0. 88), and the Marriage Act, 1898 (61 & 62 Yicl. c. 58). 

i s) Arnold V. Both and WtlU [BUnop) (1829), 6 Bing. 316. 
t) R, V. Martin (1809), 2 Camp. 100. 

a) U, y. Debenhum (Inhabitants) (1818), 2 B. & Aid. 185. 

b) Mernck y. Wakleij (1838), 8 Ad. & El. 170. 

c) The following are some of the chief registers rendered admissible by 
statute : — Beeisters kept at the Patent Office, under the Patents and Designs 
Aot, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, o. 29), ss. 28, 52, and Uie TVade Marks Act, 1905 (5 Edw. 7, 
c. 15), 6. 50 : Begisters of Copyright, kept under the Copyright Act, 1842 (5 & 
0 Yict. c. 45), s. 11, the International Copyright Acts, 1844 (7 & 8 Yict c. 12), 
6. 8, and 1886 (40 & 50 Yict. c. 33), ss. 7, 8, and the Fine Ails Copyright Act, 
1 862 (25 & 26 Yict c. 68), ss. 4, 5 ; Begisters of Newspapers, kept under the 
News^per Libel and Begistration Act, 1681 (44 & 45 Yict c. 60), s. 15 ; 
Begisters of Deeds, Wills, and Charges affecfiug land in Yorkshire, under the 
Yorkshire Begistiies Act, 1684 (47 & 48 Yict c. 54), ss. 9, 20, 21, 51, and in 
Middlesex, under the Middlesex Begistry Act, 1708 (7 Ann. c. 20), ss. 6, 12, 19, 
amended by the Middlesex Begistry Act, 1891 (54 & 55 Yict. c. 10) ; Begisters 
of Yoters, under the BoUot Act, 1872 (35 A 36 Yict. c. 83) ; B^mental 
Betters, kept under the Army Aot, 1881 (44 & 45 Yict. c. 58), s. 163 ; Begisters 
of Merchant Ships, kept under the Mei-^ant Shipping Act, 1894 (57 & 56 
Yict c. 60), 88. 695 (evidence may be given by the defendant, in an action, 

for limitation of liability, that the registered tonnage is under-estimated {2%e 
RscejiAa (1869), 14 F. D. 131)]. Berater of Oonviotions kept under the Summary 
Jurisdiction Act, 1679 (42 A 43 yici, c. 49), a 22, to prove previous convictions 
in the same court (eee Paliea Oommisaionera v. Ikn^n, [19031 1 K B. 695). 
As to office copies of entries in the Begister kept under the Land transfer Acts, 
1876 (38 A 39 Yioi c. 81) and 1897 (60 ft 61 Yict c. 65), see Land Transfer 
Buies, 1903, r. 260, and Brickdale^s Land Transfer Acts (ed. 1905), pp. 455, 464 ; 
and title Bxal raoFEUTT akd Chattels Bsal. As to the effect of entries 
in the register, eee Capital and Cotmtiaa Bank, Ltd, v. Rhod», [19031 1 du 
631, C* A., and A.-G. v* OdtU, [1906] 2 Ch* 47, C. A. 
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The entries most have been mode by the officer irhosedaty it was 
to moke them, or by his deputy (d), and with reasonable prompt* 
ness (e). And errors, irregularities, and erasures of a trifling 
character will not, in general, exclude the entries, but merely afiect 
their weight (/). 

Colonial and foreigp registers are also admissible under this 
head, provided that, in the former case, they are kept under the 
authority either of Colonial or of English lawty), and that in the 
latter they are kept under the sanction of public authority, and are 
recognised as authentic by the tribunals of their own country Qi). 

(iii.) Public Surveys^ Aeecssments, and RepcrU, 

652. Surveys, assessments, inquisitions, and reports are 
evidence of the truth of the matters stated, even against strangers, 
if made under public authority and concerning matters of public 
interest (i). To render such documents admissible there must 
have been a judicial, or juaai-judicial, duty to inquire, undertaken 
by a public oflScer, and the matter must have been required to 
be ascertained for a public purpose (&)• Inquisitions made for 
the purpose of ascertaining the rights of the Crown in the 
estates of deceased persons are within the rule {1), but not those 
made for some merely temporary object (m), nor are surveys 
admissible when made of lands which only devolved on the 
Crown after, and not before, the survey (n). Land-tax assess- 
ments are evidence of the assessment upon the persons and for 
the ^ property named (o), though they are not evidence as to the 
seisin of land (jp) ; and the report of a committee of the General 
Medical Council, finding a dentist guilty of professional mis- 
conduct, has been considered to be a proceeding in rem affecting 
his status, and to be admissible as primd facie evidence of such 
misconduct in an action by a third party against the dentist in 


(tZ) J)oe d. Warrm v. Bratj (1828), 8 B. & C. 813. 

(c) Hid. In this case entries made more than a year after the occurrence 
were excluded. 

^ (/) ▼. Kennedy, Kennedy r. Lyell (1889), 14 App. Cas. 437, per Lord 

Skluoune, atp. 449. 

{g) Evans v. tall (1878), 83 L. T. 141 ; Taylor, Law of Evidence, 10th ed., 
s. 1693. 

(h ) Lydl V. Ketinedy, Kennedy v, Lyell, supra. 

(i) For example, entries made by the coastguard as to the wind and weather 
(the Catherina Maria (1866), L. B. 1 A. & E. 63). 

(A:) Sturla v, Freccia (1880), 6 App. Oas. 623. Judges’ notes are not evidence 
of the statements made by a witness {Griffin's Divorce BUI, [1896] A. C. 133); 
but a report made by an Irish jud^, for the information of another Irish court, 
IS admissible evidence in a proceeding between the same pai-ties in England of 
what took place before him and what he decided [Houstoun v. Sligo i^arquis) 
(1886), 29 Cn. D. 448, 0. K). "When matters in issue have formed the subject 
of proceeding reported in the law reports, the report is not evidence of the 
facts stated therein (Shepheard v. Bray, [1906] 2 Ch. 236). 

I’O Beavfori (BuAw) v, Smilk (1849), 4 Exoh. 460. 

I m) Mercer v. Denne, [1905] 2 Oh. 638, 0. A. 

i n) Daniel ▼. Wilkin (1862), 7 Each. 429. 

o) d. Blrode v. SeaUm (1834), 2 Ad. 4t El. 171. 

I p) Doe d. 6Masis6iit^ v« AmorigM (1833), 2 A4. EL 182, 
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question ($). On the other hand, the confidential report ot a 
committee appointed bj a public department of a foreign State to 
ascertain the fitness of a candidate for a public office in that State 
has been rejected as evidence of the age and family history of 
such candidate, such authority not being a legal one for a public 
purpose, and the facts stated not being ot a public nature (r). 

(iv.) Official Certificates, 

653. Certificates by public oflScers, duly authorised by law for the 
purpose, are in certain cases receivable in proof of the facts 
certified. 

At common law, certificates of matters of fact not coupled with 
matters of law are usually said to be inadmissible, even though 
given by the Sovereign under his Sign Manual («). If a person 
is bound to record a fact, the proper evidence thereof is, it has 
been considered, a copy of the record, duly authenticated ; but 
as to matters he is not bound to record his certificate, being extra- 
judicial, is merely the unsworn statement of a private person, and 
as such will he rejected (0* 

Certain important matters, however, were from very early times 
triable by certificate merely, the results being received as conclusive 
evidence of the facts found, e,g,, that of the King’s Marshal 
as to military service, that of the Lord Mayor and aldermen (by 
the Recorder) as to the customs of London (w), and that of a bishop 
as to marriage, bastardy, or excommunication (a). There were other 
cases, however, in which the certificates of high functionaries, 
though recognised as evidence, were allowed only a ^rimd facie 
effect (6), e,g,t heralds* funeral certificates, which were, and even at 
the present day are, admitted to prove the matters of pedigree 
therein contained (c). 

664. Partly in analogy to the above, and partly on grounds of 
convenience, the certificates of public officers are still, in a few 
instances, receivable at common law by way of exception to the 
hearsay rule, although the cases establishing them are neither 
uniform nor very satisfactory. Thus, a certificate or letter from a 
Secretary of State in his official capacity has, in qualification of the 
original common law doctrine above stated, been held equivalent to 
that of His Majesty, and conclusive of the matters certified, 
the independence of a foreign Sovereign (d). In other cases, 
however, the certificates of such officials have been held merely 
primd facie evidence (e). So an ambassador’s certificate has, with 

(7) Util V. Clifford, [1907] 2 Ch. 236, C. A. ; affirmed, on other grounds, sub 
worn. Clifford v, Timms, [1908] A. C. 12. 

fr) Sturla v. Frerda (1880), 5 App. Cos. 623. 

U) Omichund v. Barlir (1745), Wiiles, 538, 549, 550 ; but see Mightll v. Johore 
(Sultau), [1894] 1 Q, B. 149, 0. A. 

(() Taylor, liaw of Evidence, 10th ed., s. 1784. 

London Corporation v. Cox (1867), L. B. 2 11. L, 239. 

See Qresley, Law of Evidence in Equity, let ed., pp. 179—182. 

Ibid, 

Sturla ▼. Freceia, supra, 

, Mightll V. Johors (Sultan), supra, 

Ferguam v. Bmgon (IWh W. B. 71 (the certificate of a Sedotaiy of 
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somewhat questionable propriety, been received to prove foreign 
law (/). And by long-established practice justices* certificates as 
to encroachments on, or repairs to, highways are admissible as 
evidence of those facts (g) ; and those of a notary public to prove 
the protest abroad of a foreign bill of exchange (h). 

65S. By statute, also, various matters are provable by the 
certificates of public office^, such documents being rendered in 
some cases conclusive, but in general only pHmd facie, evidence of 
the facts certified (i), and of the necessary preliminaries having been 
performed (fc). Thus, the registrar’s certificate of the incorporation 
of a company is conclusive that all requisitions in respect of regis- 
tration, or matters precedent or incidental thereto, have been com- 
plied with(0; while a certificate under the common seal of the 
company is primd facie evidence of the title of the holder to the shares 
specified So, the registrar’s certificate of the registration of 
a British ship is primd facie evidence of the matters contained 
therein or indorsed thereon (n), and the certificate of the Eegistrar 
of Building Societies that new rules were duly passed is conclusive 
that all preliminary steps were duly taken (o). A certificate of 
justices that a charge of assault has been dismissed is evidence 
of the fact of such dismissal (p), and under the Sale of Food and 
Drugs Act, 1875 (q), the analyst’s certificate is rendered sufficient 


State for India admitted to prove the competency of a local official to administer 
oaths) ; Whaley v. Carlisle (186«), 17 I. 0. L. R. 792 (a passport signed by a 
Secretary of State admitted to prove that the person described was abroad on a 
certain date). 

(/) In the Goods of Oldenburg {Prince) (1884), 9 P. D. 234 ; In the Goods of 
Klingeman (1862), 32 L. J. (p. M. & A.) 16 ; these cases were doubted by the late 
Mr. Taylor, Law of Evidence, 8th ed., s. 1784 a, note. 

((y) R. V. Randall (1662), 1 Kob. 266; R, v. Mawhey (BarU) (1796), 6 Teim 
Pop. 019, 636. 

Ui) Bayley on Bills, 490 ; compare Geralopulo v. Wieler (1861), 10 0. B. 690. 

(0 As to the question whether a certificate which a statute says is to be 
** sufficient*’ evidence is therefore to be regarded as conclusive, see Board of 
Tra(R v. Sailing Ship ** Glenpark,** Ltd,, [1903] 2 K, B. 324, affirmed [1904] 1 
K. B. 682, 0. A., and Garhutt v. Durham Joint Committee, [1904] 2 K. B. 614, 0. A. ; 
and see further as to the distinction between sufficient and conclusive evidence, 
Barraclough v. Greenhough (1867), L. B. 2 Q. B. 612, Ex. Ch. An attestation 
paper of a soldier, though evidence that the answers set down were given, is no 
evidence that they were true {Chertsey Union Guardians v. Surrey {Clerk of 
Peace) (1893), 69 L. T. 384). As to certificates by teachers of public elementary 
schools in relation to attendance or standard of children, see title Education, 
Vol. XII., p. 60. A declaration which would by itself be conclusive is not so 
if it goes on to state ^ts which show that it is not true {Allison v. Johnson 
(1902), 46 Sol. Jo. 686). 

ik) Waddingion v. Roheris (1868), L. R. 3 Q. B. 679. 

(0 Oompanies (Oonsolidabon) Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 69), ss. 16, 17 ; and 
see tiUe CoipANiss, YoL Y., p. 67. Where the assistant registrar had 
authority to sign in the absence oi the registrar the absence was presumed from 
the fact that ^e assistant signed (RoW v. Cave (1867), 1 H. & N. 674). 

(m) Oompanies (Consolidation) Act, 1908 (8 Eaw. 7, c. 69), s. 23. 

In) Merchant SMpping Act, 1894 (67 d 68 Yict. c. 60), ss. 64, 695. 

(o) Dewhursl v, Clarkson (1864), 3 E. A B. 194 ; followed Rosenberg v. ATorfli- 
umberland Building Society (1889), 22 Q. B. D. 373, 0. A. 

^44 against the Person Aci 1861 (24 A 25 Yiot c« 100), 

(q) 38 A 39 Yiot o. 63, a. 21. The certificate must ooniain sndli particulars 
as will enable the court to whether the adulteratUm ^laxged is proved 


Sect. 3. 

Hearsay. 


Certificates 
admissible by 
statute. 





SfiCT. S 

Hearsay. 


Corporation 
and company 
books. 


Bankers* 

books. 


Histories. 



(v.) CorporatioUi Conipanf/, and Bankers* Booh, 

656. At common law the official books of a corporation are 
admissible, even in favour of the corporation and against strangers, 
to prove the public acts of the corporation, provided they were 
publicly kept as the corporation books (s) and the entries were made 
by the proper officer (t). Entries as to private matters, however, 
are only receivable as admissions against the corporation, or 
members who have acquiesced in them, and are not evidence in its 
own favour (a). 

The books of public corporations and companies are, however, 
often rendered admissible by statute to prove their contents, both 
as to public and private transactions. Thus, under the Municipal 
Corporations Act, 1882 (b) (incorporated with the Local Government 
Act, 1888 (c) ), the minute books of a corporation are receivable in 
evidence without further proof, and similar provisions apply to 
minute books of education committees and of managers of public 
elementary schools (d), and to the registers and minute books kept 
under the Companies Clauses Consolidation Act, 1845 (e), and the 
Companies (Consolidation) Act, 1908 (/). 

With regard to bankers* books, special and important statutory 
provisions apply, and copies of entries therein are now receivable 
in all legal proceedings as jmnid facie evidence of the transactions 
and accounts recorded, upon proof that the book was, at the time 
of the entry, one of the ordinary books of the bank, that it is in the 
custody or control of the bank, and that the entries were made in 
the usual course of business (g), 

(vi.) ffietoriee, Scientific Works etc, 

657. Accredited public histories are receivable in evidence as 
being in the nature of public documents, or, at all events, of 
general reputation, to prove ancient facts of a public, but not of 
a private or local, nature. 


{Nevohy v. [1894] 1 Q. B. 4t8 ; Fortune v. Hanson, [1896] 1 Q. B. 202) j 
aud see tiUe Boon and Dauqs. 

(r) As to certified copies, see p. 524, post, 

(•) Shrewsbury Mercers etc. {Warden etc,) v. Hart (1823), 1 C. & P, 113. 
m Jl, r. Mothersetl (1718), 18 Stra. 93 ; see also p. 553, post, 

(a) HiU V. Manchester and Sa{ford Water Works Co, (1833), 5B. & Ad. 866. 
As to resolutioiiB passed by the provisional oonuoittee of a railway, see Bennie 
V. Clarke (1850). 5 Exoh. 292. 

1 6) 45 it 46 Viet 0 . 50, a. 22. 
e) 51 A 53 o. 41, b. 75. 

a) Eduoation Act, 1902 (2 Edw. 7, o. 42), Sched. L, A. (4V and B. (9). 
a) 8A9Viot.e.l6.M.9,98, 

/) 8 Edw. 7, 0 . 69, 88. 83, 71. 

' Baakem* BoqI» Bvidenoe Ant, 1879 (42 &43 Yiotc. lOtU.3,4 ; and see 
» p. 554, poi^ and title BAHnaa Asn BAinoKO, YoL L, pp. 043-447. 
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Thos^ Speed's Chronicle " has been admitted to prove the date CMr- 
of decease of an English qaeen<&), and Collier’s Ecclesiastical Hearssf. 
History,” ** Hooker’s Polity,” and other authoritative historical and 
theological works, to prove matters of Church doctrine and usage <t)i 
while the Chronicles of Stowe and Dugdale have been rejected in 
proof of the creation of a peerage (y), and ” Camden’s Britannia ” 
in proof of a local custom to sink salt pits (k). 

Scientific books and records are also receivable on the same Soientiflo 
ground (Z). Thus, the ” Carlisle Tables ” have been admitted to show 
the average duration of life at a particular age, proof having been 
given that they were generally accepted as authoritative by insurance 
companies (m) ; the British Fharmacopceia, as evidence of the recog- 
nised standard for drugs (n); and the Almanack annexed to the 
Book of Common Prayer, as evidence of the matters contained in 
it (o). So, also, public maps, generally offered for public sale, have Publ/c mapi 
been admitted to show matters of general geographical notoriety, 
such as the relative situations of towns or counties (p), and for 
some purposes specifications of patents from the records of the 
Patent Office have been admitted (q). 

Sect. 4. — Opinions. 

658. Opinions, whether of the community (reputation) or of Opinfoni. 
individuals, are, in general, inadmissible in proof of material facts. 

The ground of exclusion of such evidence is that opinions, in so 
far as they may be founded on no evidence, or evidence not recog- 
nised by law, are worthless, and in so far as they may be founded 
on legal evidence, tend to usurp the functions of the court and jury, 
whose province alone it is to draw conclusions of law or fact (r). 

The above rule is, however, relaxed in the following instances, 
mainly on the ground of necessity, since better evidence is, in such 
cases, often either difficult or impossible to obtain. 

Sub-Sect. 1. — General Repviation, 

659. General reputation is receivable in proof of public rights (s), llcpnt»tioii« 
and family repute in proof of matters of pedigree, on the same 
grounds, and subject to the same limitations, as declai'ations by 


(/t) Brounher {Lord) v. Jtkyn$ (1682), Skin. 14; and see Bridgivater^a {Lord) 
Case (undated), cited ibid., Xo, H. L. 

(t) Bead v. Lincdn (BUhop), [1892] A. 0. 644, 653, P. 0. ; Bidadale v. Cliflon 
(1877), 2 P.D. 276,P.O. ^ ^ 

(.;} The Vattx Peerage (l837), 6 Cl. & Fin, 526, H. L. 

{k) Stainer v. Droitwich CorporaJtim (1695), 1 Salk. 281. 

(/) PLg,, maps and surveys made by persons of repute in that connection on 
questions of public rights (B. v. NorfdOc County Council (1910), 26 T. L. E. 269. 
(m) llowfey y. London and North Weatem Bail. Co, (1873), L. E. 8 Exch. 221, 


(n) Dickina v. Banderaon, [1901] 1 E. B. 437. 
lo) Tutton V. Darke (1860), 5 H. & N. 647. 

(p) B, V. Orton (1873), and B, v. Jameaon (lS9(y, cited Stephen, Digest of the 
Iaw of Evidenoe, art 35; see also North Staffordahire Bail, Co, v. Hanley 
Corporation (1910), 78 J. P. 477, 0. A. 

e Clark v. Adie^o. 2) (1877), 2 App. Oas. 423, 431. 

Best, Law of Evidenoe, lOta ed., s. 511. 

Barraelough r. Johnson (1838), 8 Ad. A El. 99. 
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EviDescB. 


Sect. 4. 
Opinions. 


Reputfttfon of 
Uleutiiy. 


Opintnni of 
•iperts. 


When expert 

evidence 

admitted. 


deceased persons concerning those facts (f) ; indeed, the generic 
term '' reputation ” is often applied indiscriminately to both species 
of evidence, '^ere, however, the existence of a marriage is in 
question, whether as a matter of pedigree or not, evidence of rei>ute 
is receivable, not merely from members of the family in question, 
but also from friends and neighbours (u). And it will not affect 
the admissibility of the evidence, though it may its weight, that 
such repute is divided or discontinuous (a), provided always that it 
is general in its nature, and not founded merely on the assertions 
of some particular person, for then it will cease to be admissible as 
reputation, and can only be received from deceased members of the 
family, and in a case which is strictly one of pedigree (b). 

General reputation is also sometimes admitted in proof of 
identification. Thus, the general repute existing in a testator’s 
family or neighbourhood has been received to identify a legatee (c), 
or the subject-matter of a devise (d) ; and to show that a libel 
referred to the plaintiff, evidence may be given that he was publicly 
jeered at in consequence of the libel (e). 

Sub-Sect. 2. — Opintona o/ ExperU, 

660 . The opinions of experts are, in general, admissible whenever 
the subject is one a knowledge of which can only be acquired by 
special training or experience. When, however, it is one upon 
which the jury are as competent to form an opinion as the witness, 
or when the court is assisted by assessors (/), such evidence will 
be rejected. 

Under the first head are included matters of science, art, and 
trade, the genuineness of handwriting, and foreign law. Thus, the 
opinions of medical men have been received as to the existence of 
insanity (p), or the cause of disease or death {h ) ; those of a keeper 
of public records as to alterations in a will (i) ; those of actuaries 
as to the average duration of life in calculating annuities (/c) ; those 
of engineers as to the cause of obstruction to a harbour (Z) ; those 
of shipbuilders and marine surveyors as to the construction of a 
ship (///) ; and (provided the court is not sitting with assessors) 


H) See pp. 463 et oeq,, ante, 

(li) Elliott v. Totnea Union (1892), 67 J. P. 151. 

(а) Andretvea v. Uihwatt (1886), 2 T, L. R. 893 ; Ee Haynes^ nay:m y. Carter 
(1906), 94 L. T. 481. 

(б) Shedden v. A,-G, (1860), 30 L. J. (p. M. & A.) 217. 

(c) Ee Gregory's Seiilemmt and Will (1865), 34 Bear. 600. 
a) Anotee v. Nelmo (1836), 1 H. & N. 223 ; compare Re Steely Wapvett v, 
'nnoofit [1903] 1 Ch. 135. 

(e) Cook y. Ward (1830), 4 Moo. & P. 99; Du Boot y, Beresford (1810), 2 
Camp. 311. 

(/) The Keetra (1881), 6 P. D. 182 ; The Assyrian (1890), 63 L. T. 91, C. A. 
(v) Taylor, Law of Evidence, 10th ed., s. 1417 ; Jt, v. Wright (1821), 
Buss. & By. 466. 

(h)Ibid, 


1^) (^be, [1894] P. 19J^. 


£x.Oh. 


London and North Western BaQ, Co, (1873), L. E. 8 Exeb. 221 


8 ) 


FoUm V. Chadd (1782), 3 Doug. (K. B.) 137. 
TAeBoWn, [1892] P. 96. 
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those of nautical witnesses as to the proper navigation of a ship (n). 4 . 

The opinions of shopkeepers are admissible to show the average Opinions, 
waste resulting from retail sales (o) ; those of accountants to 
discriminate between losses chargeable to capital and income (p) ; 
and now (according to the great weight of authority) those of 
underwriters as to the ‘‘ materiality ” of facts connected with marine 
insurance (q). 

. On the other hand, experts will not be allowed to give their When not 
opinions upon the construction of documents, for this, being a admitted, 
matter of law, belongs solely to the court (r) ; nor upon matters of 
legal or moral obligation («) ; nor upon what would probably have 
happened had the parties acted in one way rather than another (a). 

And, where the question is as to the probable cause of an injury 
which occurred to cattle while in a railway truck, the opinion of 
cattle drovers may be rejected (b). 

661. An expert, in order to be competent as a witness, need not Compctcncj 
have acquired his knowledge professionally ; it is sufficient, so far as expert, 
the admissibility of the evidence goes, if he has made a special 
study of the subject, or acquired a special experience therein (c). 

Thus, hospital students, dressers, and unqualified practitioners 
may be permitted to testify as medical experts (d); and accountants 
who are conversant with the business of life insurance as 
actuaries (e). So foreign law has frequently been proved by 
witnesses who, though not professional lawyers, followed some 
occupation which gave them peculiar means of knowing the law in 
question (/). 

In every case in which the opinions of experts are admissible, ExamfimtfoTi 
the grounds of such opinions may be inquired into, either in chief o* expert!, 
or, as is more usual, in cross-examination. And facts and 
experiments, even though not themselves relevant to the issue, are 
also receivable in corroboration or rebuttal of the opinion (^). 


(n) Sil/s V. Drown (1840), 9 0. & P. 601 ; Fenwirh v. Dell (1841), 1 Cnr. & Kir, 
312 ; and see AVNaghten'e Case (1843), 10 Cl. & Fin, 200, li. L., per Tindal, 
C.J., at p. 212. 

(o) M^Faddm v. Murdoch (1867), 1 1. R. 0. L. 211. 

ip) Dond T, Darrow Homatite Steel Co,, [1902] 1 Ch. 353. 

(7) See 1 Arnonld, Marine Insurance, Sth ed., s. 626, where the cases are 
collected and considered ; and title Insubance. 

(r) Orove v. Dvluwayo Estate and Trust Co. (1898), Times, 30th March; Dowet 
V. Shand (1877), 2 App, Cas. 455; Detts v. Menzies (1862), 10 H. L. Cas. 117. 

(«) Campbell v. Richards (1833), 6 B. & Ad. 840, per Lord Denman, C.J., 
at p. 846. 

I n) Ibid. 

b) Smith T. Midland Rail. Co. (1887), 57 L. T. 813. 
e) R. ▼. SUverlock. [1894] 2 Q. B. 766, C. C. E. 
d) Best, Law of Evidence, 10th ed., s. 516. 

e) Rowley ▼, London and North Western Rail. Co. (1873), L. B. 8 Exch. 
221,Ex.Cli. 

(/) Vander Donckt v. Thdlusson (1849), 8 0. B. 812, where a Belgian merchant 
and ^mmissioner of stocks and bills of exchanTO was permitted to prove the 
Belgian law affecting bUls ; Re Whitdegg, [18910 P. 267 ; see pp. 487 d seq.^ 
post, 

Cv) DirreR v. Dryer (1884), 9 App. Oas. 345 ; B. y, Heseltine (1873), 12 Cox, 
0. 0. 404 ; also the la^ that the witness acted on the opinion which ne formed 
\fi(ephenson y. River Tyne Improvement Commissioners (1869), 17 W. B. 590), 
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8E0T.4. Moreover, experts may refresh their memories by reference to 
Opinions: accredited works on their special topics— a lawyer to codes and 
reports, a vainer to price lists, a doctor to medical treati8e8(ik), or a 
skilled mechanician to former patents and specifications (i)« 

Sttb-Sect. 3.— Optnum of Ordinary WUn€$M6, 

OpinioxM of 662. The opinions of ordinary witnesses are admissible as to 
oniinary identity, handwriting, age, and certain other miscellaneous matters, 
witnesses. Thus, they may testify to their belief that the prisoner in the 

Identity. jg person they saw committing a crime ; or that a 

photograph, which is produced, is the likeness of some absent 
party (A;) ; or, in a case of infringement, that an engraving in court 
resembles an unproduced picture (I). So, in cases of libel, the 
friends and neighbours of the plaintiff may say that, on reading the 
libel, they considered it referred to him (m). And the same rule 
has been applied to the case of a written threat (n). 

In affidavits used in interlocutory proceedings deponents are 
allowed to testify to their information and belief, provided that the 
grounds thereof are set out, otherwise not (o). 

Handwriting. 663. A party’s handwriting may, amongst other means, be proved 
by the opinion of witnesses who are acquainted with it. The know- 
ledge requisite for this purpose may have been acquired by the 
witness having, at any time, either (1) seen the party write ; or (2) 
received communications purporting to come from him in answer 
to those addressed to him by the witness ,* or (3) observed, in the 
ordinary course of business, documents purporting to be in the 
party’s handwriting (p). On the other hand, knowledge acquired 
by a non-expert witness for the express purpose of qualifying 
him to prove the party’s handwriting at the trial will not suffice 
to admit the evidence (g). Testimony thus admitted is considered 
to be primary, and not secondary, in its nature, and so will not 
be excluded, even though better evidence of the handwriting in 
question could be obtained (r). 

Agt 664. The opinions of ordinary witnesses are receivable on 

questions of age. Thus, on a charge of ill-treating certain children 


(A) The 8ut$ex Peerage (1844), 11 Cl, & Fin. 85, 114, 115, 11. L. ; CoUier v. 
Smpeon (1831), 5 0. & P. 73, 

ft) Clark V. Adie (No 2) (1877), 2 App. Cas. 423, 431, 437. 

Uc) Frith V. Friths [1806] P. 74, In matrimonial oases, however, the court 
will not act upon identification by photograph alone (ibid,). 

(Q Lucae v. Williame ^ 8on$, [1892] 2 Q. B. 113, 116, 0. A. 

(m) Jt, V. Barnard, Ex carte &awer (Lord B.) (1H79), 43 J. P. 127 ; HulUm 
( h \) A Co. T. Jonee, [1910] A. 0. 20 ; and see title Libel Am Slxkdee. 


(n) B. V. Bendy (1850), 4 Cox, 0. 0. 243. 

(o) B, S. 0., Old. 38, r. 3 ; Be Anthony, Birrdl, Pearce A Co., Boigy. Anthony, 
Birrdl, Pearce A Co., Same, Grooe y. Same, [1899] 2 Oh. 50 ; iia Toitng (J. Z.) 
Manufacturing Co,, Young v. Young (J. L.) Manufacturing Co., [1900] 2 Ch. 753. 

(p) Doe d. Mudd v. SwAermore (1to 6), 5 Ad. db M. 703, 730, 731 ; Be Ckarence 
BoU, Ilflraeombe, Lid. (1909), 54 Sol. Jo. 117, The third heading applies also to 
the proof of andent handwriting (The Fiiewalter Peerage (1843), 10 CL A Fin. 
193, jQ. L.). 

(q) B. T. OroueA (1850), 4 Oox, 0. 0. 163 ; Stranger v. Searie (1793) 1 Esp. 

14. 

(r) Lueae v* IFifltams A Sone, mpra. 


the pro 
193 , 11 . 
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nnder sixteeD ysara old, the testimony of the mistress of an 
elementary school at which they attends, that she believed they 
were nnder that age, may be received ; as also similar evidence by 
policemen and others who have seen the children (s). 

6M. In cases of libel and slander, opinions are sometimes 
received as to the meaning of the words. Thus, though such 
evidence cannot be admitted to show that ordinary words were 
used in their ordinary sense, yet it is otherwise where a slanderous 
meaning is imputed to apparently innocent words. In such cases, 
however, a foundation must always be laid by first asking the 
witness whether there was anything in the circumstances of the 
case, or the conduct or tone of the sjpeaker, to prevent the words 
from conveying their ordinary meaning. The question may then 
be asked : “ What did you understand by the words ? ** (a), 

666. In practice, although not perhaps in strictness, witnesses 
called to prove a prisoner’s character are allowed to speak to their 
individual opinion thereof, and not merely to his general reputation 
in the community (b). 

Sect. 5. — Judgments (c). 

667. A judgment is not evidence of any fact which was neither 
diiectly decided, nor a necessary ground of the decision. Thus, it is 
never evidence of matters which merely came collaterally in 
^[uestion, or were incidentally cognisable, or which can only be 
inferred by argument from the decision (d). Still less is it evidence 
of the truth of any ohiter dictum of the court (e). 

It should be noticed, too, that judgments may have a different 
evidential effect according as they are pronounced for or against a 
party. Thus, a conviction against a parish for non-repair of a road 
is conclusive of its liability to repair ; but an acquittal, which does 
not, like a conviction, ascertain any specific fact, is no evidence for 
the parish of its non-liability to repair (/). 

Moreover, in general, all judgments when tendered as evidence 
are impeachable on the grounds that they are not final (g), or not 
on the merits (/i), or were rendered without jurisdiction (ij, or were 
obtained by fraud (k). 

(f) i?. y. [1898] 1 a 13, 179, O C R, 

fo) Datnes ▼. Hartley (1848), 3 Exch. 200 ; Bruntwidi{Dulu) v. Harmer (1860), 
8 Oar. & £ir. 10. 

S Bee p. 479, ante. 

As to judgments and their operation, see titles Estoppel, pp. 326 it saj., 
an(e; JmxniENTS Aim ORDEas. 

(d) Hingrion*i(Duche$8) Ca4e(1776}, 20 State Tr. 637; 2 Smith, L.O., 10th ed. 731. 
(e) Be Vitoria, JEx parte Vitoria, u894] 2 Q. B. 387, 0. A. ; King v. Header* 
soa,Tl8983 A. 0. 720, P. 0. ; Be AUeop and Joy^$ Contract (1889), 61 L. T. 213, 
per Osrm, J. 

(/) R. V. Wkk St Lawrence {InhahitanU) (1833), 6 B. A Ad. 626; B. v. BU 
Panerae {Inhahiiante) (1794), Peake, 286 [220]. 

(jr) Hoimon t. Freeman (1889), 16 App. Gas. 1. 

(h) Be Orteil OoUiery and Fire Brick Co. (1879), 12 Oh. J>. 681. 

(lO Tkylor, Law of JBvideEMse, lOth ed., as. 1714—8. A foraign judgmeat 
may be impeached for a •abstantial defoot, but notonthe grounded irregulaijty 
of wooedure [Pemberton ?. Hughes, [1899] 1 Oh. 781, 0. A.}. 

(«} BM ?. BM, [1902] P. 130, a JL; Abmhf v. (%peakn'm0r(1882), 10 
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Sect. 6. 666. Every judgment is conclusive evidence against all the world 

Judgments, of its own existence, date, and legal effect. Tbo reason is that, 
7^ being a public transaction of a solemn nature, it is conclusively 
eWd^ ol presumed to have been truly recorded. But this presumption only 
nistence and extends to wbat has been called the substantive as distinguished 
****** from the judicial portions of the record (1). 

jDdfrmenta Judgments, and especially convictions, are also sometimes 

mimiticfi to admitted in this connection to contradict a witness who has denied 
"iin«i''^ * sworn to facts inconsistent with them ; or to explain the character 
° ‘ in which a party has sued in or defended a former action. In such 
cases, however, the record is not relied on as showing the truth of 
the facts found, but merely as evidence for the collateral purposes 
speciffod. 


Part 111. — Modes of Proof. 

Sect. 1. — Adinmiona for Purposes of Trial 

Admissioni &70. Admissions for the purposes of trial may be made on the 
record by actual or implied admissions on the pleadings (wi), or by 
express admissions (n), or in answer to interrogatories (o), or may be 
made by agreement between the parties or on notice (p). 

Sect. 2. — Judicial Notice. 

Sud-Seot. Law, Customs, and Practice, 

Equity. 671. The judges are bound to recognise and take notice of all 

equitable estates, titles, and rights, and all equitable duties and 
liabilities appearing incidentally in the course of any cause or 
matter, and, subject thereto, to recognise and give effect to all legal 
claims and demands, and all estates, titles, rights, duties, obligations, 

Common law. and liabilities existing by the common law or by any custom (q). 


Q. B. 1). 295, 0. A. Ab to setting aside a consent order on the ground of mis- 
take, see Huddersfield Banking Co,, Lid, y. Lister (Henry) db Son, Ltd,, [1895] 
2 Ch. 273, 0. A. 

(f) Best, Law of Evidence, 10th ed., s. 590 ; and see title Estoppel, pp. 323, 
331 et seq,, 339 et seg., ante. Thus, if A. is charged with larceny of B.^s goods 
and is acquitted, and afterwards sues B. for malicious prosecution, the record 
of A.*b acquittal is conclusive proof of that fact against B. ; but it is neither 
conclusive, nor even admissible, evidence to show that A. was innocent, or that 

B. was the prosecutor, or was actuated by malice (Legate v. TdUrvey (1811), 
14 East, 302). And, similarly, if A. obtams judgment against B. as surety for 

C. , this judment is conclusive evidence in an Mtion by B. against C. of the 
amount paid by B. : but it is neither conclusive nor admissible evidence of 
B.*s liability to pay it (King v. Norman (1847), 4 0. B. 684 ; and compare Be 
Kitehin, Ex parte Young (1881), 17 Oh. D, 668, 0. A.). 

(m) See title Pubaduiq. 
in) See p. 456, ante, 

(o) As to answers to intenogatoxies, see title Disoovebt, IvsPEonoir, JkXD 
Imiebbooatobxbs, YoL XL, pp. 108—113. 

(p) See title PBAoriOB ahb ybdokdxjke, 

^ Judioatuxe 4ot» 1879 (66 37 Yiot o* 66), s. 84 (4}, (6), as to judgeq cl 
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They are also bound to take notice of all public Acts of Parlia- 
ment (a), and of all Acts of Parliament whatever passed since the 
year 1850, unless the contrary is expressly provided by the 
particular Act in question (b). 

672 . The English courts take notice of the prevalence in Ireland 
of the common law of England (c), but questions of Scottish law 
must be decided as questions of fact upon evidence in aU English 
courts except the House of Lords, which, as the commune fomm of 
the three countries (d), takes judicial notice of the law of each so far 
as it is material to the issues raised by the record in all cases that 
come before it(c). 

In accordance with these principles, the court takes notice 
of every branch of English law, including the principles of 
international law, ecclesiastical law, marine law(/), the emana- 
tions from the Crown pursuant to statute, such as the articles of 
war and rules made under the Army Act as distinguished from 
rules not so made ( 17 ), the law and customs of Parliament, the 
existence and extent of the privileges of each House of Parlia- 
ment {h)y and the order and course of the proceedings therein (i), 
and the privileges of the Crown, c.^., the privileges with respect to 
the royal palaces (A;). 

673 . The court will take judicial notice of usages which are 
embodied in the law merchant 0 )» of commercial or other 
usages which have been proved sufficiently often in the courts of 
law (m), and the court is bound to know and recognise such 
usages without proof (?*)• For example, the custom of merchants by 
which bills of lading are drawn in sets of three or more, and their 


the High Court and Court of Appeal, and ss. 89, 91, as to judges of inferior 
courts. The common law courts took judicial notice of the rules of equity 
before the Judicature Act {Sims v. Marryat (1851), 17 Q. B. 281 ; Neevea v. 
Burrage (1849), 14 Q. B. 604. 

(a) R, V. Sutton (1816), 4 M. & S. 532. 

(5) Interpretation Act, 1889 (52 & 53 Yict. 0 . 63), s. 9; and see p. 525, 
post, 

(c) Re NeshUt (1844), 14 L. J. (m. 0.) 30. 

fd) Cooper v. Cooper (1888), 13 App. Cas. 88, per Lord Watson, at p. 104. 

(e) Cooper v. Cooper, supra; LyelL v. Kenney, Kennedy y, Lyell (1889), 14 
App. Cas. 437. Similarly in a colony or dependency the court takes judicial 
notice of the law there prevalent (Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs v. 
Charlesworth, Pilling A Co, (1901), 17 T. L. E. 265, P. 0.). 

(/) Chandler v. Orieves (1792), 2 Hy. BL 606, note a. 

(gr) Bradley v. Arthur (1825), 4 B. & 0. 292, 304. 

(4) Stockdale y, Hansard (1839), 9 Ad. & El. 1, 112; Middlesex Sheriffs 
Case (1840), 11 Ad. & El. 273 ; Burdett y. Abbot (1811), 14 East, 1, 148; (1817), 
6 Dow, 165, 199, H. L. ; Wason v. Walter (1868), L. K. 4 Q. B. 73 ; Bradlaugh 
y, Gossett (1884), 12 Q. B. D. 271 ; ShafUhuryU (Earl) Case (1677), 1 Mod. Eep. 
144; and see title Pabxjament. 

(0 Lake y. King (1668), 1 Wms. Saund. 120, 131 b. 

(k) Elderton*s Case (1703), 2 Ld. Baym. 978 ; Winter y. Miles (1809), 10 East, 
578 ; A,-a. y. Donaldson (1842), 10 M. 4k W. 117 ; A,-G. v. Dakin (1870), L. B. 
4 H. L. 388 ; and see title OoNsnrnnoNAL Law, Yol. YL, p. 409. 

(/) See title Custom and XJsaoxs, YoL X«, 256, 273. 

fm) Ibid,, p, 272; and Jones y. Peppereome (1858), 28 L. J. (cs.) 158. 

(ft) For list of usages of which judidal nohoe it taken, see aUe Custom 
AND USAQXS, YoL X., pp, 266, 272-- 298, 
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Sbot. 2. 
Jndidal 
Notice. 


Coitomiof 
the Citj of 
London. 


Practice. 


effect when bo drawn, are now part of the law of which the court 
will take notice without proof (o), and the court will take judicial 
notice of the customs which govern the descent of land in certain 
parts of England (p), as opposed to manorial customs in contravention 
of the common law, which must be proved. 

674. The customs of the City of London were always noticed by 
the City court, and, after being certified by the Becorder, by the 
court to which the certificate was given (q). The following customs 
have been certified by the Becorder and acted upon by the court, 
namely, the custom of foreign attachment (r), the custom that a 
shop in the City of London in which goods are publicly exposed for 
sale is market overt for goods professedly dealt in there ($), the 
custom that a married woman carrying on a trade apart from her 
husband within the City is to be charged with liability as a feme 
iole (t), the nature of the office of a liveryman (tt), and the customary 
distribution of a freeman’s estate upon his death intestate (a). 
Since the Judicature Act, 1878, all courts will take notice of the 
customs so certified (b). A custom (c) of general application, which 
has been judicially noticed and acted upon, and is in effect part of 
the common law in the locality where it exists, can only be abolished 
or extinguished by Act of Parliament (d), while usage, being based 
purely upon habitual practice, may by disuse lose its notoriety and 
disappear (e). 

675. From the earliest times the superior courts took notice of 
the ‘‘customs and courses of every of the King’s Courts ”(/). 
The High Court of Justice, being now one court (^), takes judicial 
notice of the jurisdiction of the several branches into which it 
is divided by the statutes under which it is constituted, and of the 
rules made thereunder, which govern its practice and procedure. 


(o) Qlyfi MiU$ cfc Co, v. East and West Lidia Dock Co, (1882), 7 App. Cas. 691 ; 
Banders V. Maclean (1883), 11 Q. B. D. .327, 0. A. 

( p) Seo title Custom and Usages, Vol. X., p. 237. 

hj) Ibid., p. 237 ; and Diper v. Chappell (1846), 14 M. & W. 624. 

(r) Crosby v. Hetherington (1842), 4 Man. & O. 933 ; Westoby v. Day (1853), 2 
£. & B. 605 ; Levy v. Lovell (1880), 14 Ch. D. 234, 0. A. ; London Corporation 
V. London Joint Stock Bank (1881), 6 App. Cas. 393. 

(«) Marhet^Overt Case (1696), 6 (b. Bep. 83 b ; Lyons v. De Pass (1840), 11 
Ad. & El. 826 ; Crane v. London Dock Co. (1864), 6 B. d: S. 313 ; Hargreave v, 
Spink, [1892] 1 a B. 26. 

(0 Lavie v. Phillips (1765), 3 Burr. 1776; see Married Women's Property 
Act, 1882 (46 & 46 Yict c. 75), s. 1. 

(u) King v. Clerk (1697), 1 Salk. 349. 

(a) Bruin v. Knott (1842), 12 Sim. 436; Blunt v. Lack (1866), 26 L. J. (cn.) 
148 , 0. A. This custom was abolished by stat. (1866) 19 & 20 Yict. c. 94, 1 . 

(h) 86 A 87 Yict 0 . 66, ss. 24 (6), 89, 91. 

(c) As to the distinction between a custom and a particular trade or local 
usage, see title Custom and Usaqxs, Yol. X., p. 221. 

(d) Ibid., p. 246. 

Ce) i bid., p. 261. 

(/) Lands Case (1686), 2 C!o. Bep. 16 b ; compare Dobson v. Bell (1676), 2 Lev. 
176 ; Pugh v. Bohinson (1786), 1 Term Bep. 116. In Dance v. Mobson (1829), 
liood. A M. 294, printed copies of the rules circulated among the court’s offiom 
inr their guidance were accepted as evidence of the rnks. 

(g) See title OouxTs, YolXX., p. 61 . 
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and have themselves the force of an enactment (&). The rules 
governing the practice and procedure of inferior courts^ if made 
under statutory authority, are judicially noticed by all courts (i). 
The court is entitled to look at its own records and proceedings in 
any matter (&), and takes judicial notice of any ille^it^ appe^ing 
therein on the part of any party by reason of which it considers 
that its assistance should be refused to such party, although the 
illegality is not pleaded or relied upon by the opposite part^ ( 1 )* It 
has also taken notice of the privileges and obligations of solicitors as 
oH] of the court (m), of the practice of the taxing masters (n), and 
of iliO fact that the assizes may continue for longer than one day (o). 

SuB'SscT. 2 . — Colonial and Foreign Law$, 

676. The English courts cannot take judicial notice of foreign 
laws, and in this connection the laws of any British colony or any 


(h) Longman v. East (1877). 3 C. P. D. 142, 0. A., per Brett, L.J., at p. 156 ; 

and see Schneider v. Bait (Jo. (1881), 8 Q. B. D. 701, C. A. ; Be Mills' Estate^ 
Ex parte Commissioners of Works and Public Buildings 34 Ch. D. 24, 0. A. ; 

Be Fisher, [1894] 1 Ch. 450, C. A. 

(i) See pp. 542 — 553, post 

(/c) Craven v. Smith (1869), L. B. 4 Exch. 146. 

(/) See Evans v. Bichardson (1817), 3 Mer. 469; and Griffiths v. Fleming, 
[1909] 1 K. B. 805, 0. A., per Farwell and Kennedy, L.JJ., at p. 820. The 
rule ex tur^d causd non oritur actio applies in actions for recovery of property 
as well as m actions arising out of contract, but the illegality must be drroctly 
connected with the action (Gordon v. Mttropolitan Police (Cnitf Commissioner) 
(1910), 26 T. L. E. 645, 0. A., and must not be merely collateral (Feret v. Hill (1854), 
15 C. 13. 207). In Scott v. Brown, Doering, McNah & Co., Slaughter and May v. 
Brown, Doering, McNah & Co., [1892] 2 Q. B. 724, 0. A., the couit refused to 
entertain an action to recover the price of shares, the facts of the plaintiiPs 
case disclosing a criminal conspiracy to which he was a party ; and in Gedge y. 
Bxryal Exchange Assurance Corporation, [1900] 2 Q. B. 214, the court took notice 
of the invalidity of an “ honour ’* policy of marine insurance under the Marine 
Insurance Act, 1745 (19 Geo. 2, c. 37), s. 1 (which Act is now repealed and re- 
enacted by Marine Insurance Act, 1906 (6 Edw. 7, c. 41 ; see also Marine Insur- 
ance (Gambling Policies) Act, 1909 (9 Edw. 7, c. 12)), and refused to entertain an 
action upon it, although in neither case was the illegality pleaded or relied upon 
by the defendants, ^e, however, Buchanan A Co. v. Faber (1899), 4 Com. Cas. 
223, 227, n., where Bioham, J., at the request of the parties heard an action 
upon a similar policy as if it did not contain the clause which rendered it null 
and void, and Vonnwlyr, Consumers* Cord^e Co. (1903), 89 L. T. 347, P. 0. ; see 
also Boyal Exchange Assurance Corporation v. Sjoforsakrings Ahtiehologet Vega, 
[1902] 2 K. B, 384, C. A. ; Luehett v. Wood (1908), 24 T. L. E. 617 ; and Chaiterton v. 
Secretary of Staie for India in Council, [1895] 2 Q. B. 189, 191, 0. A. (judge at 
the trial bound to refuse to allow an action for libel based upon an official 
state communication to proceed, whether objection were taken by the parties 
or not). In Willis v. Loviclc, [1901] 2 K. B. 195, it was held that the OTaminff 
Act, 1892 (55 A 56 Yict. c. 9), if relied on in a county court, must be pl6ade(^ 
but now the plaintiE is not entitled to maintain an action contrary to the pro- 
visions of this Act or of the Gaming Act, 1845 (8 & 9 Yict. c. 10^, hy reason of 
such Acts not having been pleaded as a defence (County Court Eules, Ord. 10, 

r. 18, as amended 1^). 

(fli) Stokes V. Maeon (^8), 9 East, 424, 426 ; Wolford v. FUetwood (1845), 14 
M. A W. 449; Day v. Ward (1886), 17 Q. B. D. 703 ; Be A Solicitor, Ex parte 
Hales, [1007] 2 K. B. 539 ; and see Judicature Act, 1873 (36 & 37 Yict c. 66), 

s. 87, and, as to ^ privUeget and obligations of solicitors as officers of th# 
court title SouorroBS. 

(n) Co55etf v. Wood, [1908] 2 K B. 420, C. A. 

(o) Whitaker r. Wiibiy (1^2), 12 0. B. 44, 56. 
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Evidekcs. 


880 T. s. part of the British dominions are treated as foreign Such 

Jodidal Ws must be pleaded and proved as facts by properly qualified 

Notice, witnesses (qX or ascertained by the machinery provided, in the case 

*“ of the law of any part of the British dominions, by the British Law 

Ascertainment Act, 1859 (r). 

Ami alto The court requires the foreign law to be proved in each case in 

foreign law. which it is material that it should be ascertained, and will not act 

upon the authority of a previous decision upon it in a similar case 
in this country («). 

ConSlct of Where reliance is placed by any party upon a difference between 
lawi. the law of England and any foreign law, the burden of proving such 

a difference lies upon the party who asserts its existence (0- 
Competency A witness is not accepted as competent to prove foreign law 
ofwitiieHsto unless he possesses special knowledge of the subject in question 
foreign law. (j^riyed from practical experience. Knowledge acquired by study 
alone is not a sufficient qualification (a), but it is required that the 
witness should have had experience as judge or practising advocate 
in a court in which the foreign law to be proved is administered, 
or have held some office or position in which he has become familiar 
with it (h). 

[p) But as to colonial statutes, see Evidence (Colonial Statutes) Act, 1907 
(7 Euw. 7, c. 16). 

(</) FremouH v. Dedirt (1718), 1 P. Wins. 429, 431 ; Mmtipi v. Fahrigat (1774), 
1 Cowp. 161, 174 ; Oaner v. Laimhormigh (1790), 1 Peake, 18 ; It. v. Brenan (1847), 
16 L. J. (Q. 11.) 289, per Patteson, J., at p* 290 ; It. v. Pvvey (1862X 22 L. J. 
(m. 0.) 19, 0. C. R. ; NeUm (Earl) v. Bridport (Lord) (1845), 8 Beav. 627, per 
Lord LAKaDAl.£, M.E., at p. 636 ; It, v. Brixton Pruon (Oovernor)^ Ex parte 
Percival (1907), 71 J. P. 148, per liOrd Alverstone, C. J., at p. 160 ; Brailey v. 
Jihodeeia Conevlidaiedt Ltd,, [1910] 2 Ch. 96, per Warrington, J., at p. 102. 
It seems formerly to have been the practice to refer questions of foreign law to 
a master to report Quostions of Scotch law were so referred in Ulover v. 
Btrothoff (1786), 2 Bro. 0. 0. 33 ; Ati8trut?ter v. Adair (1834), 2 My. & K. 613 ; 
WiUiame v. WiUiame (1841), 3 Beav. 647 ; and McCall v. Af‘CoW (1843), 2 Con. 
& Jjaw. 184, but as to evidence of the law of Scotland by affidavit, see Ite 
Fitzgerald, Surman v. Fitzgerald, [1904] 1 Ch. 673, C. A. 

(r) 22 & 23 Viet, c. 63 ; and see p. 490, post. 

W M*Cormick v. Garnett (1864), 6 De Q-. M. & G, 278, 0. A. 

(t) Spain (King) v. Machado (1827), 4 Buss. 226 ; Smith v. Gould, The Prince 
George (1842), 4 Moo. P. C. 0. 21 ; Pickering v. Stephenson (1872), L. E. 14 Eq. 
322 ; Mcde v. R>herU (1800), 3 Esp. 163. 

(a) Bristow v. Segueville (I860), 6 Ezch. 276 ; In the Goods of BoneUi (1876), 
1 I?. D. 69; and Ke Turner, Meyding v. Uinchcliff, [1906] W. N. 27, per 
Kekewicu j. 

(h) lie Todd, Shand v. Kidd (1854), 19 Beav. 682 (evidence as to Scotch law 
given by a solicitor practising in Scotland rejected, and evidence required to be 
given by an advocate) ; Cartwright v. Cartwright (1878), 26 W. E. 684 (evidence 
of English barrister practising in Canadian appeals before the Privy Council held 
inadmissible to prove Canadian law); U. v. Savage (1876), 13 Cox, 0. C. 178 
(Homan Catholic priest who had on many occasions performed the marriage 
ceremony in Scotland, held incompetent to prove Scotch marriage law). On 
the other hand, in The Sussex Peerage (1844), 11 Cl. & Fin. 86, 134, H. L., a 
Roman Catholic bishop, who was bound in order to discharge his duties to make 
himself acquainted with the matrimonial law of Rome, was held competent to 
give evidence upon it as being peritus virtuie officii; and see Yonder Donckt v. 
Thellusson (1849), 8 0* B. 812 (merchant and stockbroker at Brussels, held 
capable of jiving the Bels^ law of negotiable instruments) ; In the Goods of 
Ihst Aly Khan (1880), 6 P. D. 6 (Persmn law proved by a semtary to the 
Persian embassy in Ixmdon and the Persian minwter at Vienna, it being shown 
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In giving evidence as to foreign law the witness may refer to Bsor* >• 
anthoriti^ laws, and treatises thereon, for the purpose of i^eshing Judicial 
his memory and as part of the materials on which he bases his No^. 
opinion (c), and is entitled to refer to and state the effect of any Befenueeto 
written law without being bound to produce a copy of it (d), docomenu 

If, however, the witness produces any text-book, decision, code, 
or other legal document, as stating or representing the foreign law, 
the court is entitled to deal with it and give the same effect to it as 
to any other portion of the evidence (e), and, in the event of con- referral ta 
flicting oral evidence being given, may itself examine the documents 
referred to, or construe the written law, and form its own conclusion 
thereon (/). 


677. The construction of a foreign document by the application constmetiw 
to it of the foreign law when ascertained is for the judge, and not *“'**kP 
for the witness. Where a written contract is made in a foreign 
country, and in a foreign language, the court, in order to interpret 
it, must first obtain a translation of the instrument ; secondly, an 
explanation of the terms of art (if it contains any) ; thirdly, evidence 
of any foreign law applicable to the case ; and fourthly, evidence of 


that all persons in the Persian diplomatic service were required to be thoroughly 
versed in Persian law) ; In the Goods of WhUeUgg^ [1899] P. 267 (evidence of 
notary public, acquainted with the law of Chili, thou^ not a Chilian lawyer nor 
practising in Chili, accepted with hesitation, to prove Chilian law) ; Cooper~King 
V. Cooper •King, [1900] P. 65 (ex-go vemor of IIong-Kong permits to prove the 
law of that colony); and Wilson v. Wilson^ [1903J P. 167 (English Darrister 
admitted to prove tne Maltese marriage laws, of which he had in the exercise of 
his profession made a special study). In Laeon v. Higgins (1822), 3 Stfurk. 178, 
French law was proved by a French vice-consul in London, but no question as 
to his qualification or competence appears from the report to have been raised. 
See also pp. 480, 481, anU. 

(c) The Sussex Peerage (1844), 11 Cl. & Fin. 85, 114—117, H. L. ; Nelson (Ear/) 
V. JJridpori {Lord) (1845), 8 Beav, 527, per Lord Lanqdale, M.R., at p. 538. 

(d) De Bodds (Baron) Case (1845), 8 Q. B. 208, 251, where the eariier cases 
are discussed. 

(c) See Cmcha v, Murrieita, De Mora v. Concha (1889), 40 Ch. D, 543, 0. A., 
per Lopes, L.J., at p. 554. 

(/) Craster v. Thomas, [1909] 2 Ch. 348, 357. In Lindo v. Belisario (1795), 1 
Hag. Con. 216, and DalrympU v. DalrympU (1811), 2 Hag. Con. 54, Lord 
Stowell followed this course. In Lcicon v. Higgins (1822), 3 Stark. 178, 
Abbott, C. J., construing the French marriage code, expressed the ojpiaion that 
the formalities prescribe were merely directory, but, after hearing further 
oral evidence, held the contrary ; in Trimhey v. Vignier (1834), 1 Bing. (n. o.) 
151, after hearing confiicting opinions from French advocates upon the French 
code, the court construed the code itself ; in Bremer v. Freeman (1857), 10 Moo. 
P. 0. C. 306, the Judicial Committee decided between the opposite opinions of 
French advocates by examining the decisions of French couks and the works 
of text- writers referred to in the argument ; in Browse v. Ewnmean and American 
Steam Shipping Co, (1860), 13 Moo. P. C. C. 484, an Act of the Legislative Council 
of India and rules as to navigation and compulsory pilo^ge being admitted, the 
court decided their promr effect and construction ; see also United States of 
America v. McRae (1867\ 3 Ch. App. 79 (construction of an American Act of 
Congress); Crosier v. Thomas, supra (construction of Indian Succession Act. 
1866 (Act X. of 1865) ) ; MaedonaJd v. Macdonald (1872), L. B. 14 Eq. 60 (infer* 
ence from written option of a Scotch advocate on ^int of Scotch law not 
expressly stated in the opinion). See, however. Codes v. Purday (1846), 2 Car. 
A Kir. 269, 270 ; The Sussex Peerage, supra ; and Nelson (Earl} v. BMpott (Lord^L 
supra, at pp. 534-639. r % 
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JJKJ j^nTaat rules of construction, if any snch roles j,- ^jj 
loTelign la^n. *Witli this assistance the court must interpret the 
contract itself on ordinary principles of construction (^). 

678 . In considering a question of foreign law, the court follows 
its own rules of endenceand procedure, and not those of the foreign 
country (A), and all questions which relate to the enforceability, as 
opposed to the validity, of a contract are matters of procedure, and 
therefore governed by the law of the tribunal in which the remedy 
is sought (i). In this connection it is to be observed that the pro- 
visions of the English Statutes of Limitation and of the Statute of 
Frauds are regarded as matters of procedure and evidence, and are 
applied, as part of the lez fori, to cases otherwise determined in 
accordance with the appropriate foreign law (/c). 

679 . Instead of deciding a question of the law of any part of the 
British dominions as a question of fact upon the evidence of 
witnesses, the court may have recourse to the provisions of the 
British Law Ascertainment Act, 1859 (1). Under this Act the court 
may, if of opinion that it is necessary or expedient for the proper 
disposal of any action (m) pending before it to ascertain such law, 
remit a case stating the facts to one of the superior courts in such 
part of the British dominions for its opinion upon the law (n). The 
facts to be stated in the case may be ascertained by the verdict of a 
jury or other competent mode, or may be agreed by the parties, or 
settled by such person or persons as may have been appointed by 
the court for the purpose in the event of the parties not agreeing (o). 
■When the case has been prepared, the court or a judge thereof must 
approve it and settle the questions of law arising upon the facts 
stated, and the questions of law, together with the case, are then 
remitted to the court whose opinion is desired (p). 

The court has a discretion whether it will send a case for the 


(g) Di Sera v. Ph%lUj)p6 (1863), 10 H. L. Cas. 624, per Lord CRANWonra, 
at p. 633. Compare Kaarsen Fal)rick Oonda Co, v. Jfeintzmann (1864), 

17 0. 13. (n. 8.) 66; and Chaienay y, Brazilian Sahmarine Telegrcmh Co., [1891] 
1 Q, B. 79, C. A. The report in Williams y. Williams (1^^41), 3 Beav. 647, that 
the construction of a Scotch settlement according to Scotch law was referred 
to a master for report is inaccurate {Di Sora y. Phillipps, supra, per Lord 
Chelmsfobd, at p. 641). 

(A) AppUion y. Bray brock {Lord) (1817), 6 M. & S. 34: Tates y. Thomsen 
(1836), 3 CL & Fin, 644, H. L. ; Clarky. MuUick (1840), 3 Moo. P. C. 252, 268 ; 
Fergussen y. Fyffe (1841), 8 Cl. & Fin. 121 ; and see title Conflict of Laws, 
Vol. VI., pp. 302-308, 

i t) See title Conflict of Laws, YoL VI., p. 302. 

A) Ibid,, pp. 306, 307. 

1) 22 & 23 Viet. 0 . 63 ; and see title Practice and Procedure. 
m) ** Action” here includes eyery judicial proceeding instituted in any 
aourt, oiyil, criminal, or ecclesiastical (ibid,, s. 6). 

(n) Ibid, B. 1. 

(o) Ibid. 

(p) Ibid,; see Lord v. Colvin (I860), 1 Drew. & Sm. 24 (case for opinion 
of Scotch court) ; Login y. Ooorg (A^ncess) (1862), 30 Beay. 632 (case for opinion 
of court in India) ; Tepham y. Portland (Duke) (1863), 1 De 0. J. & Sm. 617, 
0. A. ; FilMfi Y. Afoore (1864), 12 W. K. 1137 ; ana J^linton (Earl) y. Lamb 
(1867X 16 L. T. 667 (oases oxaered to be sent for the opinion ii the Conrt of 
eession in Scotland) ; and JU Jfoset, Moses y. Fal^ins, [1908] 2 Qu 235 (c 
lor the cpintion ol the Transyaai oouxt suggested but not sent)* 
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opinion of another court or itself decide the question raised upon Sior. a. 
evidence (q). Judicial 

The court whose opinion is desired may hear the parties or Hotlce, 
counsel on the case, or may pronounce its opinion without so doingt 
and may take such further procedure as it thinks proper for pro- 
nouncing its opinion (r). Upon the opinion being pronounced a 
copy, certified by an oflScer of the court pronouncing it, is given to 
each of the parties to the action requiring it (s), and any of the 
parties may lodge the copy of the opinion with the court in which 
the action is pending, and move it to apply the opinion to the facts 
stated in the case (t). 

The opinion may be applied as a statement of the foreign law to 
the facts of the case, or be submitted to the jury with the other 
facts of the case as evidence, or conclusive evidence, as the court 
trying the action may think fit, of the foreign law therein stated (a). 

The House of Lords and the Privy Council, in the event of an 
appeal thereto in the action, may review, adopt, or reject any such 
opinion pronounced by any court whose judgments are respectively 
reviewable by them (6). 

Similar provisions are made by the Foreign Law Ascertainment Foreign Lnw 
Act, 1861 (c), for ascertaining the law of any foreign country or Asoe^in- 
State with the Government of which this country may enter into a 
convention for the purpose, but, as up to the present no such 
convention has been made with any foreign Government, the Act 
cannot be applied. 

680. All proclamations, treaties, and other acts of state of any Colonial acts 
foreign State or of any British colony may be proved in any court of state, 
of justice, or before any person having by law or by consent of 
parties authority to hear, receive, and examine evidence, by produc- 
tion of a copy purporting to be sealed with the seal of the foreign 
State or British colony to which the original document belongs (d). 

By the Colonial Laws Validity Act, 1865 (e), the certificate of the Colonial 
clerk or other proper officer of a legislative body in any colony, to •tstntes, 
the effect that the document to which it is attached is a true copy 
of any colonial law assented to by the governor of such colony, or 
of any bill reserved for the signification of the pleasure of the Grown 
by the governor, is made prtmd facie evidence that the document so 
certified is a true copy of the law or bill, and, as the case may be, 
that the law has been duly and properly passed and assented to, or 
that the bill has been duly and properly passed and presented to 
the governor ; and any proclamation purporting to be published by 
authority of the governor in any newspaper in the colony signifying 


[q) Lord v. Colvin (1860), 1 Drew. & Sm. 24, per KiNpEESLEY, V.-O. 
BrifiBh Law Asoertainment Act, 1869 (22 A 23 Viet, a 63), s. 1. 

Ibid,^ 9. 3. 

Ihid. 

Ihid,, 9. 4. 

24 A 26 Yict c. 11. 

, , Evidence Act, 1861 (14 A 15 Tu^ e. 99), «. 

(«} 28 A 29 Tict c. 63, s. 6, 
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Ihe Crown’s disallowance of such law or assent to such bill is made 
primd facie evidence of such disallowance or assent. 

Copies of Acts, ordinances, and statutes passed by the Iiegislatnre 
of any British possession, and of orders, regulations, and other 
instruments issued or made thereunder, are admissible in evidence 
in all courts of justice in the United Kingdom, if purporting to be 
printed by the Government printer (/*). 

Sub-Sect. 3.— Time. 

681. The almanack is part of the common law and established 
by statute C^), and the court takes judicial notice of the succession of 
years, months, and days (h), of the years of each sovereign’s reign 
and the years in the calendar to which they correspond (i), and 
of the days of the week upon which the days in the calendar 
fall (k). 

Any expression of time in Acts of Parliament, deeds, and other 
legal instruments means, in the case of Great Britain, Greenwich 
mean time, and in the case of Ireland, Dublin mean time, unless 
otherwise specifically stated ({), but judicial notice is taken, if 
necessary, of the fact that a place lies east or west of Greenwich, and 
therefore has a different time from Greenwich time (m), though not 
of the times at which the sun rises and sets (n). 

Sub-Sect, A fairs of State^ States of JVar and Peace, Foreign Rulers, 

Officers of State, 

682. The courts take judicial cognisance of the Government of 
the countrv and the great officers of state by whom it is carried 
on (o), of the order and course of proceedings in Parliament (p), 


(/) Evidence (Colonial Statutes) Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 16), s. 1 (1). The 
Act applies to ^ such documents both prior and subsequent to the date on 
wUch it came into force {ibid,), and obviates the difficulty which arose in B, v. 
Brixton Prison (Governor), Fxjmrte Percival (1907), 71 J. P. 148. This case, in 
BO far as it decided that a colonial statute must be proved, is rendered obsolete 
by the Act 

(y) B, V. Dyer (17031, 6 Mod. Bep. 41 ; Brough v. Parkings (1704), 2 Ld. 
Baym. 992 ; Calendar (New Style) Act, 1750 (24 Geo. 2, c. 23) ; Calendar Act, 
1751 (25 Q^. 2, c. 30} ; see also title Time. 

ih) R, v. Broum (1828), Mood. & M. 163 ; Ilarvy v. Broad (1704), 2 Salk. 626. 

\i) Holman v. Burrow (1702), 2 Ld. Baym. 794; R v. Smith (1838), 2 
Mood. & B. 109 ; R,y, Pringle (1840), 2 Mood. & B. 276 ; Henry v. Cm (1702), 
2 Ld. Baym. 811. 

(k) Hoyley, Cornwallis (Lord) (1720), 1 Stra. 387 ; Hansony, Shackleton (1835), 
4 Bowl. 48 ; Pearson y, Shaw (i^4), 7 1. L. B. 1. 

(0 StatuteB (Definition of TimeV Act, 1880 (43 A 44 Yict c. 9). The words 
** sunset ** and ** Bunzise ” in the Local Government Act, 1888 (51 & 52 Viet 
0 . 41), B. 85 (l),are not expressions of time within the meaning of the Definition 
of Time Act, but mean the actual time of sunset and sunrise according to local 
and not Gr^nwich mean time (Gordon v. Cann (1899), 63 J. P. 324). See also 
title Tims. 

(m) Curtis v. March (1858), 3 H. A N. 866. 

(n) Collier v. Nohes (l849), 2 Car. A Kir. 1012 ; Tutton y, Darke, Nixon v. 
Freeman (1860), 5 H. A N. 647. 


(o) In Whaley v. Oarlisle (1866), 17 1. C. L. E. 792, the court took notice that 
Lora JSUwkmmsry was fomgn mmister in 1803 ; and see B. v. Jones (1809), 2 
Camp. 181. 

in (1668), I Wma Saund. 131 b. 
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and o! the commencements, prorogations, and sessions of Parlia* 
ment8(9). 

They also take notice of the existence and titles of foreign States 
recognised by the British Qovernment as independent (r), and of 
the territorial limits of their dominions (s). 

The status of a foreign ruler will noticed by the court in 
accordance with the recognition afforded to him by the British 
Government ( t ). In order to inform itself upon such points the 
court will, if necessary, communicate with the proper Government 
authority in this country (a). 

Judicial notice will be taken of the fact that this country is at 
war with any other, when such is the case(&), and of the existence 
of a state of war between other countries, when that fact is officially 
recognised by the Government of this country (c). 

Sub-Seot. 6. — Geography , 

683. The court takes judicial notice of the existence, extent, and 
geographical position of the British dominions and of the territory 
of foreign States ( d ). 


{q) 2?. V. Wilde (1670), 1 Lev. 296 ; Birt v. BothweU (1697), 1 Ld. Eaym. 210, 
343. 

(r) Taylor v. Barclay (1828), 2 Sim. 213; United States oj America v. Wagner 
(1867), 2 Ch. App. 582. The existence and status of foreign States not so 
recognised are not noticed by the judg^ (Berne (City) v. Bank of England (1804), 
9 Ves. 347), but must be proved by evidence (Yriearri v. Clement (1826), 3 Bing. 
432). 

(«) Foster V. Qlohe Venture Syndicate, Ltd,, [1900] 1 Ch. 811. 

U) MighdL v. Johore (Sultan), [1894] 1 Q. B. 149, 0. A. 

(а) In Foster v. Qlohe Venture Syndicate, Ltd,, supra, the court applied 
for information. to the Foreign Office; in Mighell v. Johore (Sultan), supra, 
to the Colonial Office. In The Charkieh (1873), L. B. 4 A. & E. 59, in addition to 
communicating with the Foreign Office, the court had recourse to other sources 
of information for the purpose of determining the status of the Khedive of 
Egypt. Such a course, however, is incorrect, the answer of the appropriate 
Government Office alone being conclusive (Mighell v. Johore (Sultan), supra, per 
Lord Esher, M.ll, at p. 168). 

(б) R, V. De Berenger (1814), 3 M. & S. 67; Akinous v. Nigreu (1854), 
4 E. & B. 217. 

(c) It being the duty of the court to take notice of such facts as affecting the 
Government of the country, it is submitted that the law is as stated in the text, 
although in Bolder v. Huntingfield (Lord) (1805), 11 Ves. 283, Lord Eldon said 
during argument, **You would be obliged upon an indictment for a libel to 
prove that France is now at war with Austria, not as to the war with this 
country, the courts taking judicial notice of that with reference to our own 
countnr ; ” iBee also Thellueon v. Coding (1803), 4 Esp. 266. 

(d) In Cocke v. Wilson (1856), 1 C. B. (N. 8.) 163, Orowdkr, J., at p. 164, 
held that the court was bound to take notice of the existence of the colony of 
Victoria, and Cresswbll, J., at p. 163, that it must recognise that that colony 
was out of England. In Birrdl v. Dryer (1884), 9 Anp. Oas. 345, where the 
question was whether the words * * St Lawrence ” m a policy of marine insurance 
included the Gulf of St Lawrence, or were confined to the river of that name. 
Lord Bulcebubn said, at p. 352 : ** I think that the court should take judicial 
notice of the geographical position and general names applied to such oistricts 
as this, in iriiort of all tlmt we see on the Admiralty chart of this part of 
the se^*’ In Foster v. Okie Venture Syndicate, Lid ,, supra, Fakwbll, J ,, 
held himself bound to take judicial notice whether a tract of land between the 
Atlas Mountains and the river Nun was the territo|^ of the tribes of Suss or 
of the Sultan of Morocco, and applied to the Forei^ Office for informatioia 
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Jadieiol notiee is taken of the eonntiea into which England and 
Wales are divided, and of those which are maritime counties, but 
not of the distance of one county from another, nor of the parti- 
cular places situated within each county (e), unless such situation 
is recognised by statute (/), nor of the particular diocese within 
which any town is situated (g). 

A court of quarter sessions for a county takes judicial notice of 
the petty sessional divisions into which the county is divided Qi). 

Sub-Sect. 6 . — Notorioui Facta, 

684. Judicial notice is taken of various facts the universal 
notoriety or regular recurrence of which in the ordinary course of 
nature or business has made them familiar to the judges (i). 


upon tho question. The Foreign Jurisdiction Act, 1890 (53 & 54 Viet. c. 87), 
e. 4, proviaes that any question os to the existence or extont of any jurisdiction 
of the Crown in a foreign country, arising in proewdings in a court in the 
British dominions or held under British authority, is to be submitted to the 
Secretary of State, whoso decision for the purpose of the proceedings is final. 
It is to bo observed that the provisions under which service of a wu it of summons, 
or notice of a writ of summons, issuing out of the High Court may be allowed 
out of tho jurisdiction assume a knowledge of geography in the coui-t. See, 
e.g., 11, S. 0., Ord. 11, r. 5, under which, in such cases, tho court is required to 
limit a time for appearance, such time to depend on the place or country where 
or witliiii which tho writ is to bo served or the notice given. It is submitted, 
however, that the court, in accordance with tho authorities as to English 
geography, will not, in general, take judicial notice of tho exact position 
of particular places abroad, or of their relative distances from one onother or 
from places in this country. In Ktamey v. King (1819), 2 B. & Aid. 301, the 
court declined to take judicial notice that there was only one place named 
Dublin in the world, and therefore refused to construe an allo^tion in the 
dmiaratiou that a bill was drawn in Dublin os meaning drawn in Dublin in 
Ireland. 

(e) IkyheVa Caae (1821), 4 B. & Aid. 243, per Baylkt, J., and Best, J. The 
court refused to take notice that Ivelchcster was in the county of ^merset (i?, 
y. Burridya (1735), 3 F. Wms. 439, 490); that the Tower of London was in the 
city of London {Brum v. Thompaon (1842), 2 Q. B. 789) ; that Ledford Row was 
in the county of Middlesex {Thome v. Jac/c«o;*(1846), 3 0. B. 661) ; that the board 
room of the fiolborn Union Workhouse was in Middlesex {R. v. SU Qtorge^ Blooma- 
bury {fnhabitunU) (1855), 4 E. A B. 520) ; that Holbom might not be in Surrey 
{llumvhrtya v. Budd (1841), 9 Dowl. 1000). In R, v. Sfmrpe (1838), 8 C. A F. 
436, the court took notice tliat the county of Stafford was in England ; in R, v. 
St. Maurice {InhahitanU) (1851), 16 Q. B. 908, that the city of York was the 
county of a city, having, by statute, the same limits ; and in R, v. Ide of Ely 
{InhaUtanU) (1850), 15 Q. B. 827, that by statute the Isle of Ely was a division of 
a county. In ev^ statute passed after the year 1850 and before January Ist, 
1890, ** county” is to be construed, unless the contrary intention appears, as 
includinga county of a dty and a county of a town (Interpretation Act, 1889 
(52 A wVict c, 63), a. 4). 

(/) R, V. Holbom Union Ouardiana (1856), 6 £. A B. 715. 

rm. 1879. 

, per Lord DxinuK, C.J., at p. 253. 

J impossibility of pr^cting fortunes by 
veterenoe to the aip^ of the stars {Penny v. Hanson (1887), 18 Q. B. D.478) ; of 
tbe great difference in the value of money in the years 1 189 and 1868 (Bryant v, 
(1868), L. B. 8 ^ B. 497, Ex. Ch.); of the position d the University of 
Oxiora as a national institution created for the advancement of religion and 
learning (Octford Poet Rate (km (1857), 8E. A B, 184) : and of the position of sn 
nndergnmuate at college rsndenng it, prioid /sete, not unreasonable that he 
•bould require a watcdi(Mw«v.J^fMi^ 61L A W. 42). 
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The court takes notice of the usual period of gestation, so that 
proof of non-access by a husband to his wife during the time 
within which a child of which she is delivered must, in the ordinary 
course of nature, have been conceived, is sufiicient to establish the 
fact that he was not the child’s father (A;). 

The ordinary nature of young children, their tendency to do 
mischievous acts, and their propensity to meddle with anything 
which comes in their way, have on several occasions formed the 
subject of judicial notice (f), and it has been held reasonable and 
natural to expect that a horse should bite and kick one of his own 
kind (m), but not that he should so act towards a child (n). 

With regard to matters of business, the judges will take notice 
of the usual hours during which the business of banking is carried 
on(o), and of the nature and incidents of the employment of a 
broker on the London Stock Exchange (p). So, too, in questions 
relating to the publication of a libel, the court takes notice of the 
ordinary course of the business of the post office and of the stamps 
of the post office upon letters, and recognises that the contents 
of a telegram are necessarily communicated to all the clerks 
through whose hands it passes (q), and that a post-card is an 
unclosed document capable of being read by the servants both of 
the post office and of the place at which it is delivered (r). 

SuB'SscT. 7. — Official Seali and Signature$» 

685. Courts will take judicial notice of the following seals:— 

The Great Seals of the United Kingdom, and of England, Ireland, 
and Scotland (s) ; the Privy Seal (a) ; the Wafer Seals (Great and 


(A) /?, V. Luffe (1807), 8 East, 193; neathcote*8 Divorce Bill (1851), 1 Miaoq. 
277, U. L., whore non-accoss until within a fortnight, and six lunar months and 
one week of the birth, respectively, were proved; Boeviley, A.~0, (1887), 12 
r. 1). 177, 178 ; and see title Husband and Wipe. 

(/) See Lynch v. Nurdin (1841), 1 Q. B. 29; WUliame v. Eady (1893), 10 
T. L. 11. 41, 0. A., per Buett, M.B. ; Sullivan v. Creed, [1904] 2 L R. 317, 
C. A. ; Cooke v. Midland Great Western Railway of Ireland, [1909] A. (3. 229, 
jier Lord Atkinson, at p. 237. 

(m) Lee v. RUey (1865), 18 C. B. (n. 8.) 722 ; Ellis v. Lofius Iron Co, (1874), 
L. E. 10 0. P. 10. 

(n) Cox V. Burbidge (1863), 13 C. B. (n. 8.) 430. 

(o) See l^arker v. Cordon (1806), 7 East. 385 ; Elford v. Teed (1813), 1 M. A S. 
28; Jameson v. Swinton (1810), 2 Taunt 224; Wilkins v. Jadis (1831), 2 
B. A Ad. 188. 


(p) Johnson V. Kearley, [1908] 2 KB. 514, C. A., per Fletcuer Moulton, 
L.J., at p. 528. 

(9) Wuliamsm v. Freer (1874), L. E. 9C. P. 393. 

(r) Robinson v. Jonu (1879), 4 L. R Ir. 391, approving and following 
Williamson v. Freer, sujpra ; Sadgrove v. Hole, [1901] 2 K B. 1, 0. A, In 
practice the judges, no doubt, make use of their own private knowledge and 
experien^ of many matters of which, if in issue in an action, they would not 
take judicial notice. Thus, in speaking of the evidence given to support an 
allegM custom governing dealings between brewers and distillers^ in the course 
of which Messrs. Moux A Oo. were referred to, James, Y.-O., is reported to 
We said that he might take judicial notice that th^ were very large brewers 
in London (Datm v. CUy of London Brewery Co, (1869), L. B. 8 Eq. 155, 164)b 
(i) Mdvms {I^ Case (1806), 29 »Ute Tr. 550. 

(a) tone's Case (1586), 2 Uo. 16 b, 17 b. 
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Privy) (6) ; the Seals (Great and Privy) of the Duchies of Corn- 
wall (c) and Lancaster (d) ; the Seal of the Corporation of London (e) ; 
the Seals of the old Superior Courts of Justice, the old Admiralty 
Court (/), and any other court authorised by statute to use a seal (p), 
e.g., the Probate (fc). Divorce (t), and Bankruptcy Courts, and those 
of the judge and registrars of the last-named (k ) ; the seals of the 
Central Office of the Boyal Courts of Justice, and its various 
departments (f) ; those of the various District Registries (m), the 
Enrolment Office in Chancery (n), the County Courts (o), and the 
Court of the Vice-Warden of the Stannaries (p). Moreover, many 
public offices and bodies are authorised by statute to use distinc- 
tive seals, which are directed either to be . noticed judicially, or 
to be received in evidence without proof of genuineness, e.g., the 
seals of the Patent (q) and Record (r) Offices, and of the Local 
Government Board («) and the Board of Education ((). 

With regard to affidavits and similar documents required for the 
purpose of any court or matter in England, butswom in any place out 
of England, Judicial notice will be taken of the seals of any person 
authorised (otherwise than by the law of any foreign country) to 
administer oaths therein. Such persons are, in Scotland and 
Ireland, the Channel Islands, or His Majesty's dominions, whether 
colonial or foreign, any court, judge, notary public, or other duly 
authorised official; and in foreign countries the various British 
diplomatic and consular agents (n). 

On the other hand courts will not take judicial notice of the seals 
of the Bank of England (x), nor of corporations (y) (other than that 
of London ( 2 ) ) ; nor, perhaps, of county councils, unless expressly 
BO provided (a). 


I t) Crown Office Act, 1877 (40 & 41 Viet. c. 41), b . 4. 
cj Duoby of Cornwall Management Act, 1S03 (2G & 27 Viet. 0 . 49), a. 2. 

(/) Taylor, Law of Evidence, 10th ed., s. (i. 
e) Jki» d. Woodmau ▼. Maxm (1793), 1 Esp. 63. 

(/) TooImt V. lieau/orl (1750), Say. 297 ; Ureeii v. Waller (1703), 2 Ld.Barm. 
081 893 

y) dU d. Duncan t. Edwarda (1839), 9 Ad. & £1. 654. 
ih) Court of Probate Act, 1857 (20 & 21 Viet o. 77). s. 22. 

(0 Matrimonial Causes Act, 1857 (20 & 21 Viet c, 85), s. 13. 

Ik) Bankniptoy Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Viet c, 52), s. 137. 

(/) 11. S. C.. Oi-d. 61, rr. 6, 7. 

(m) Judicature Act 1873 (36 & 87 Viot c. 66), s. 61. 

(fi) Potty Bag Act, 1849 (12 k 13 Viet c. 109). 

(o) County Courts Act, 1888 (51 k 52 Viet c. 43), s. 180. 

( }}) Stannaries Act 1836(6 & 7 Will. 4. c. 106), a. 19. 

( 7 ) Patents and Designs Act, 1907 (7 £dw. 7, c. 29), s. 64. 

(r) Public Esoord Office Act, 1838 (1 4t 2 Viet o. 94), s. 11, 

($) Local Government Board Act, 1871 (34 & 35 Viet. c. 70), s. 5. 

(f) Board of Education Act 1899 (62 k 63 Viet c. 33), s. 7. 

(u) R. 8. C., Ord. 86, r. 6 ; Commissioners for Oaths Act, 1889 (52 k" 53 
Viet o. 10), se. 8, 6, extended by the Oommisstonsrs for Oaths Act, 1891 
(54 ft 55 Viot Oa 50), s. 2, The court does not rsoogniee the consular agent of 
another country (/a Ihs Qood» Dt Sakmat (1878), 21 W. B. 776). 
i^d. Baw v. Chamhm (1^), 4 Ad. ft £L 410. 

(c) See p. 486, oafe . 

(a) Thyior, I«w of Bfidsaoo, lOth ed.,s. 14, As to a dooumont which ought 
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Part III,— Modes of Proof. 

686 . Coarts will take judicial notice of the following signa- 
tures : — 

The Boyal Sign Manual, and the signatures of the principal 
Secretaries of State (c) ; those of the judges of the superior courts 
to any judicial or official document (d), of the judges and registrars 
in bankruptcy (e), of the examiners (/), and, with respect to company 
matters, of any officer of the Courts of Chancery and Bankruptcy in 
England and Ireland, or of Session in Scotland, or of the Registrar 
of the Stannaries (g). So, also, the signatures to affidavits etc. of 
the various persons mentioned as authorised to administer oaths 
in places out of England (/t), as well as those of a colonial 
notary (t), or of a foreign notary to a protest abroad of a foreign 
bill (k), though not to an affidavit (1). 

It has been said, however, that the signatures of the Lords of the 
Treasury (m) will not be judicially noticed, nor, apparently, will those 
of the Attorney-General, or Public Prosecutor (n). 

Sect, 8. — Presumptions^ 

Sub-Sect. 1. — In General, 

687 . Where facts are not proved directly, but are inferred with 
more or less probability from facts that have been so proved, the 
inference is called a presumption of fact, or prcesumpiio hominis. 

The practical necessities of a trial, however, often oblige the 
court to treat as established some fact of which there has been 
given either no evidence at all, or evidence whose probative force 
depends, not on its own power to carry conviction to the mind 
of a jury, but on a rule of law giving it such force. Such rules 
are called presumptions of law. Of these, some do not permit 
evidence of a contrary tendency to be given, and are, therefore, 
called irrebuttable, conclusive, or absolute presumptions, or pra- 
sumptiones juris et dejure. Others take effect primd facie^ but may 
be displaced by evidence, and are called rebuttable, conditional, 
inconclusive, or disputable presumptions, or prasumptiones juris. 

In some cases the same rule has, at different periods of its 
history, been treated as a presumption of fact, a rebuttable 
presumption of law, an irrebuttable presumption, or a rule of 
substantive law(o) ; and the remedy, xf any, open to a party to 


to have boon sealed but could not be owing to there being no official sea), see 
lU Court Jiiireau, Lid., [1891] W. N. 0. 

(cj MightU v, Joliore {Sultan), [1894] I Q. B. 149, C. A. 

(</) Evidence Act, 1845 (8 & 9 Viet. c. 113), s. 2 {Blada v. Lawrence (1874), 
L. R. 9 Q. B. 374. 

(e) Bankruptcy Act, 1883 (46 A 47 Viet. c. 52), s. 137. 

(/) E, 8. (J., Ord. 37, r. 18. 

(g) Companies (Consolidation) Act, 1908 (8 £dw. 7, c. 69), s. 225. 

(A) See p. 496, ante. 

(«) Brook$ ▼. Brooke (1881), 17 Ch. D. 833 (iVye v. Macdonald (1870), L. E. S 
F. Cj 331, 343 ; Be Daviee, Daviee v. AiJnneon, [1909] W. N. 212. 

'irj Cummer v. Nogte (1815), 4 Gamp. 129. 

/) Be SorPe Truet (1858), 4 K. A J. 300, G. A. 

m) B, ▼. Jonee (1809), 2 Camp. 131. 

n) A. T. Tamer, [1910] 1 K. B. 346, C. C. A. 

g) Set Thayer on 1898, pp. 323, 324» ** Wo find the mlo abool 


SlOT. 2. 

Jndioitl 

Notice, 

Signatures. 


I/>rds of tbs 
TrcABury and 
law officers. 


Presumptioiia 


DistincUona 



498 


Evidence. 


Smt. 8. 
Fraramp* 
ttons. 


Meet of 

prefQiDpttoii 

ofUir. 


OoDclotiTO 

pTMinptiosi. 


whose detriment the rule has been disregarded has varied 
accordingly. 

688. A presumption of fact is an inference which a jarj, or a 
judge when an action is being tried without a jury, in their discre- 
tion, may or may not draw ; a rebuttable presumption of law is a 
legal rule to be applied by the court, in the absence of conflicting 
evidence ; while between an irrebuttable presumption and a rule of 
Bul>8tantive law the difference is often a mere matter of terms (p). 

The nature of a presumption of law is that the court treats as 
established some fact of wnich no evidence has been given, and 
when rebuttable, it can have no weight capable of being put in the 
balance against opposing evidence which is believed. It docs not 
follow that such a presumption may be rebutted in every case by 
any evidence, however slight. The rebutting evidence is to be 
considered on its merits : its credibility is neither increased nor 
diminished by the existence of the presumption; but, if it is 
believed, the presumption is displaced. Where, however, two 
rebuttable presumptions of inconsistent character arise, they 
neutralise each other, and the matter must be decided on the 
evidence actually adduced (a). The chief effects of rebuttable pre- 
sumptions of law are to determine the incidence of the burden of 
proof, and to prove negative assertions, which very often can be 
established in no other way (b). 

Sub-Sect. 2,^Conclusive. 

689 . Irrebuttable presumptions oE law are a small and unsatis- 
factory class, and almost all the rules which have at various times 
been regarded as such are now treated either as rebuttable (c) or as 
belonging, not to the domain of evidence, but to that of substantive 


a seven years* absence (i.) coming into existence in the form of a judiciul 
declaration about what may or may not fairly bo inferred by a jury in the 
exercise of their logical faculty ** (presumption of fact) . . . ** (ii.) passing 
into the form of an affirmative rule of law requiring that death be assumol 
under the given circumstances (rebuttable presumption of law) ; and at p. 7 
it is shown that ** The familiar doctrine about prescription used to be put as an 
ordinary rule of presumption ; in twenty years there arose a primd facie case of 
a lost grant or of some other legal origin. The judges at first laid it down that, 
if unanswered, twenty years of adverse possession justified the inference, ih 
that it * reiiuirod the inference,* t.«., it was the jury*s duty to do what th y 
themselves would do in settling the same question, namely, to find the f.ici c i 
the lost gi*ant ; and at last this conclusion was announced as a rule of the 
of property, to be applied absolutely.** 

(p) K.g., the rule that a child under seven cannot commit a crime m . r l>e 
dassM indifferently under either head. As to this presumption and the rehut- 
table presumption that a child between seven and fourteen has no animus maiM, 
see tiuo CatMiKAi. Law and Pbocsiiu&b, YoL IX., p. 239. 

(a) n. V. WitUhire (1881), 6 Q. B. D. 366, C. C. R. In Jayne v. Fries (1814), 
8 Taunt 326, it was said ay Hbath, J., that ** a imumptiem may be rebutted 
by a oontraxT and stronger presumption ” ; but tnis, apparently, refers to pre- 
sumptioiui ox fact, as in that case it had been left to the jury to draw the proper 
infsreaos from the evidenos. 

(h) Omr V. Mofwoed, (19001 1 Q. B. 803, per CBAtmiL,!. 

{€) the presumptioii mat a ebild bom of a married woman is legitimats 
utia to DS regarded as ^ndiopatabla (Oo. Litt 241 a), hut it may now he rebul^ 
(seep. 804, jMiO. 
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law (c0« Thus, the rale that ignorance of the law does not excuse, 
or relieve from the consequences of, a crime, or from liabQit; under 
a contract, has sometimes been expressed as an irrebuttable pre* 
sumption that every person who is subject to the law is acquainted 
with it (e). 

Sub-Sect. 3.— 

G90. The most important of the rebuttable presumptions of 
In .v are those relating to innocence, intention, death, marriage, 
^lritlmacy, and the regularity and validity of official acts and 
:(h nraents. 

691. There is a general presumption that all acts and conduct are in 
u cordance with law and morality. A parly, therefore, who charges 
ft n other with any description of wrong-doing must always give at 
\viist piimd facie evidence of guilt before the party accused can be 
called on for an answer (/). The sufficiency of the evidence of 
guilt is, of course, a further question ; and, in general, the more 
serious the charge, the more clearly must it be proved (jf/). Thus, 
to justify a conviction for crime, the jury must be satisfied of the 
guilt of the accused beyond any reasonable doubt (h) ; while, in 
civil cases, they may act on a mere preponderance of probability (i). 
Persons between the ages of seven and fourteen are presumed 
innocent of criminal intent, but if such intent be proved, then 
malitia supplet a:tatem(k). Homicide, however, will be presumed 
to be felonious, unless the contrary appears {1). 

Where intention is material, it is usually, though not invariably, 
presumed that a man intended the natural and probable conse- 
quences of his acts (/n)* 


pre8umpti< 

ee?en cannot bo guilty of crime, and that a wy under fourteen cannot commit 
rape, see title Cbiminal Law and Pkoceduiie, Vol. IX., pp. 239, 389, note(^), 
(e) Brett v. Rigden (1568), 1 Plowd. 3i0, 343 ; Mildmaf$ Ua8e{l58i\ 1 Co. Kep, 
175 a, 177 b ; Bilbie v. Lumlry (1802), 2 East, 469 ; Stevens y. Lynch (1810), 12 
East, 38 ; R. v. Esop (1836), 7 C. & P. 456 ; Mariindale y. Falkner (1846), 2 
C. P. 706 ; R. y. Tewkesbury Corporation (1868), L. B. 3 Q. B. 629 ; R, y. Coote 
{1873\ 0 Moo. P, C. 0. (n, 8.) 463. 

(/ ) II. V. Burdett (1820), 4 B. & Aid. 95 ; Williams y. East India Co. fl802), 
3 East, 192 (where omission to give a certain notice amounts to a crime, tliere is 
a prenumption that the notice was given, so as to put the burden of proof on the 
party denying the notio^. But see Huggins y. Ward (1873), L. E. 8 Q. B. 521 ; 
Over V. Harwetod, [1900j 1 Q. B. 803 (breach of the duty to notify a child's 
vaccination will not be presumed, therefore absence of such notification is 
primd foeie evidence of non-vaccination); Lord v. Lord, [1900] P. 297 (eo- 
responaent to a divorce petition presumed not to know that the respondent was 
married). As to evidence of a breach of covenant involving forfeiture of a 
lease, see Toleman v. Poribury (1870), L. B. 5 Q. B. 288, Ex. Ch., and title 
I^DLOBB Aim TBE ANT. 

Cv) B. V. Hobson (1823), 1 Lew. C. C. 261, jper Holbotd, J. 

(A) R. V. WhiU (1865), 4 P. A F. 883. 

(i) Cooper V. Slade (185^, 6 H. L. Cis. 746, per WiLLES, J., at p. 772. 

(k) See title OancnrAB Law and Pbocxdubs, Vol. IX., pp. 239. 240. 

(Q B. V. Cavendish (1873). 8 1. B. 0. L. 178, 0. 0. E. ; and see Utlo CRiMlNAt. 
Law and ProcedubSi Vol. DL, p. 670. 

(m) 8eetiUe(hu)fiNALLAWAKDFluxaD>uxx,VdLIX.9pp.236,389»iioU(3); 
B. V. Burdettf st^piw. 
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0 human hie, there is no presumption of k* 
a particular person was alive on a given date 
leing in every case a question of fact for the 
or judge sitting as such (n). As to death, on the other hand, 
there exists an important presumption, for if it is proved that for a’ 
period oi seven years no news of a person has been received by 
those who would naturally hear of him if he were alive (o), and 
that such inquiries and searches as the circumstances naturally 
suggest have been made, there arises a legal presumption that be 
is dead(p). There is no legal presumption, however, either that 
he was alive up to the end of that period (q), or that he died at any 
particular point of time during the seven years (r). And if it be 
necessary to establish that a person, who, after the lapse of seven 
years, is presumed to be dead, died at any particular date within 
that period, this must be proved as a fact by evidence raising that 
inference, e.g., that when last heard of he was in bad health, or 
exirased to unusual perils, or had failed to apply for a periodical 


W2. With regard i 
by which the fact that 
can be established, it ] 


(t») Re PhenS^e Truete (1870), 6 Oh, App. 139; Re Aldermjy Gihaon v. /fa//, 

^ 2 Oh. 181 ; Benson v. Olive (1731), 2 Stra. 920 (oven after sixty years) ; 

Villshire (1881), 6 Q. B. D. 366, 0. C. 11. (after twelve years) ; //. v. Jones 
(1883), 15 Cox, 0. 0. 284, 0. 0. 11. (after seventeen years), 

(«) As to what constitutes news of a person, see Prudential Assurance Co, v, 
JCdmonds (1877), 2 App. Oas, 487, where the House of Lords was equally divided. 

(p) Wills T. Palmer (19(M), 53 W. K. 169; Re Bowden (1904), 21 T. L. K. 
13; //s CV/tcoW, [1899] r. 189. A person who marries again, whoso wife or 
husltand has lioen absent for seven years and has not been known by such 
person to bo living, cannot be convicted of bigamy ; see title Criminal Law 
AND Procedure, Yol. IX., p. 533. 

{q) Nevean v. Doe d. Knight (1837), 2 M. & W. 894, Ex. Ch., sco especially 
per Lora Denman, C.J., at p. 913; Re PhenPs Trusts^ supra; Re Aldersey, 
(Hhum V. Hall, supra ; Re Benham^s Trusts (1867), 37 L. J. (cu.) 265 
(discharging the onkr made in 8. C., L. K. 4 lip 416, upon a presumption 
that lifo continues for seven years from lost news of a person); 11, v. 
l.wmley (1869), L. B, 1 C. C. R. 196 (a question of fact for the jury whether 
a Iverson was dive four years after he was last heard of) ; Re Rhodes, Rhodes 
V. Rhodes (1887), 36 Ch. D. 580 (disapproving Re Westlrook^s Trusts, [1873] 
AV. N, 167); In the Goods of Matthews, [1898] P. 17. The following state- 
ment of the rule, therefore, cannot now be accepted: **The presumption 
of the duration of life, with respect to persons of whom no account can he given, 
ends at Uie expiration of seven years irom the time when they were last known 
to bo living” {Doe d. Gsinrge v. Jessm (1805), 6 East, 80, per Lord Elu£N- 
iiOHOvaii, U.J., at p. 85); nor can the case [Uopeweil v. De Pinna (1809), 2 
Comp. 113) decided in accordance with such statement 
(r) Nepean v. D<^ d. Knight, sujtra; Re Phenfs Trusts, supra; In the Goods 
of How (1858), 1 8w. & Tr. 53 ; In the Qoo*is of Peck (1860), 29 L. J. (r. ic. 
& A.) 95 ; In the Goods of Smith (1861), 2 Sw. & Tr. 508; Dunn v. Smwden 
(1862), 2 Drew, db Sm. 201 (the marmnal note is inaccurate in saying that 
a person presumed dead under the rule as to seven years* absence **mu8t be 
taxon to have lived to the end of the seven years ” ( Thomas v. Thomas (1864), 2 
Drew. Sm. 298, per Kjkbxrslxt, V.-C., at p. 302) ) ; In the Goods of Turner 
(1864), 3 Sw. tk Tt, 476; Re Lewes* Trusts (1871), 6 (jh. App. 356; Re Rhodes, 
Rhodes y. Rhodes, supra; Re Aldereeg, Oilmn y. Hedl, supra; In the Goods of 
irtMsfoas, [1898] P. 143 (grant of letters of administration to remain in registry 
to end of tne seven years). Re TindMs Trust (1861), 30 Beay. 151, seems not 
to haye been oertouiay ai^ed, and to be inoonaistent with the leading cases. 
On an application for leaye to presume death it is essential that the applicant 
diould state a belief that the mth ooourrsd on ext after tiie alleged date (In the 
Qeods efUwryUm, [1898] F. 27 ; ife Jackson (1903), 87 L. T. 747). 
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payment npon whiefa he was dependent for support (t). While, 
where a party’s case depends on establishing that a given person, 
who is presumed to be dead, was alive or dead at a particular time 
within the seven-years period, and there is no evidence at all on the 
subject, success or failure will depend on the incidence of the 
burden of proof (0- A legatee, for example, now presumed to bo 
dead, may have disappeared less than seven years before the death 
of the testator, and no evidence may be forthcoming as to the date 
of his death. The party, then, on whom lies the burden of proving 
either that the legatee died before, or that he survived, the testator 
will fail to make out his case (a). It seems, however, that where a 
settlement contains a trust for a person named, that person must, 
in proceedings based on the trust, be taken, until the contrary is 
shown, to have been in existence at the date of the settlement (/>). 

The presumption of death, it is to be observed, will not arise in 
the mere absence of evidence with regard to the person whose life 
is in question, for, when it has been shown that he was alive at 
some particular date, it is open to the jury to find that he continued 
alive (c), unless there is sufficient reason for the presumption 


(s) jrebsier v. Birchmore (1807), 13 Vea. 362 (J. H. not hoard of for twenty- 
three years. When he last appeared he was in a very bad state of health, and 
was to have returned in six months. Death within six years from last nows 
was presumed) ; Dowley v. Winfield (1844), 14 Sim. 277 ; Lakin v. Lakin (1866), 
34 Beav. 443, per RoMiLLY, M.R., at p. 450 ; Re Beasney^a Truata (1869), L. R. 7 
Dq. 498 ; Re lienderaon'a Truata (1868), cited in L. R. 7 Eq, 600 ; Hickman v. Upaall 
(1875), L. R. 20 £q. 136 (a person dependent on quarterly payments made his 
last application for such payment in March ; he was presumed to have died soon 
after the June payment became due); Patterson v. Black (1780), 1 Turk 
on Insurance, 8th eu., 920 (7th ed., 644) ; Wafacm v. King (1815), 1 Stark. 121 ; 
R, y. Twyniug, Ohuceaterahire {Inhabitants) (1819), 2 B. & Aid. 386 (a soldier on 
active service); v. Booth (1841), 1 Y. & C. Ch. Cos. 117; Onimaney v. 

Stilwell (1850), 23 Beav. 328 (decision on probabilities as to a member of Sir 
John Franklin’s expedition). A ship left port, and was never heard of aj^iii. 
She encountered a violent storm the day after she sailed. A man on board was 
held to have died within two days of soiling {Re Rhodes^ Rhodes v. Rhodes (1887), 
36 Ch. D. 586, ex re/. North, J., citing a case, in which be was counsel, decided 
by James, V.-C., at p. 691); In the Goods of Connor (1892), 29 L. It. Ir. 261 
(child, born in 1868, who was motherless in Paris during the siege, presumed os 
a fact to have died before 1872). 

{/) Lamhe v. Orion (1859), 8 W. R. Ill ; Re Green's Stillement (1865), L. R. 1 
Eq. 288; Re Lewes' TrusU (1871), 6 Ch. App. 356; Re Walker (1871), 7 Ch. App. 
120, followed in Be Benjamin, Neville v. Benjamin, [1902] 1 Ch. 723. 

(a) The case given by way of illustration in the text arose in Thomas t. 
Thomas (1864), 2 Drew. A Sm. 298; and in Re Phenfs TrusU (1870), 5 Ch. App. 
139. In the former, the onus lay on the next of kin, who fsRed in the action 
through inability to prove the pre decease of the legatee ; in the latter, 
the onus lay on the representatives of the legatee, whose survival thoy 
were unable to prove, and therefore fmled, although the two cases, therefore^ 
seem to be governed by the same principle the head-note in Re Pheni's Truels^ 
supra, states that t^t case overrulra Thomas v. Thomas, supra. See, further, / n 
the Goods of NicholU (1872), L, R. 2 P. A D. 461 ; EUioU v. 8mUh (1882), 22 
Ch. D. 236 (testator and a legatee both drowned in the Prinem Alice), 

(5) He Corhishley's TrusU uBSO), 14 Ch. D. 646. 

. (c) R.t. fftOtAire ( 1881 ), 6 a B.l>. 366,0. 0.B.(W. wMO(mTioted of bigamy 
ttk 1868. There was no evidence other than the conviction to show that W. • 
then wife was alive in 1868, and no evidence that §he continued alive thereafter ; 
nevertheless it was a quesUon for the jury whether she was still alive in 1880) ; 
A. V. Jbiisf(1883), 16 Cox, C. C. 284,0. 0.E,(J. married in 1866, and lived with his 
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Of deaj eomug into force {i). Oi^ Bowror, this does coico !„,« 
force, then, although &e presoinption does not fix the date of dolth 
yet rt msM a legal inferenw ench person died at some dale 
TOthm that ^od, and eo displaces any presmnption of fact that 
life continued for the whole of the seven years (e). 

The presumption^ of d^th, however, even where it arises is 
not always applied in a uniform manner. Thus, in an action by 
a lessor, or reversioner, to recover an estate dependent on a life, the 
presumption of the death of the cestui que vie will arise on the mere 
proof of his absence for seven years (/). ^ While, where an applica- 
lion for the payment of funds out of court is made upon presumption 
ol death, advertisements for the missing person must have been 
issued, in addition to the making of proper inquiries (<7). On the 
other iiand, as against the Commissioners for the Eeduction of the 
National Debt, death will not be presumed at all, but must be proved 
by evidence (//). 

The presumption of death has been thought to be confined to 
cases where there are in evidence no circumstances which afford 
ground for a different conclusion ; and it has accordingly been 
liold to have no application to the case of a person who would have 
l)( eii unlikely to coraraunicato with his friends (i). More recent 
tlocisions, however, appear to throw doubt on this restriction (fc). 


^ i!o ; but how long, or when they Boparoted, or whether she was still alive, or 
what ho know as to her continued existence, wore not shown. He was con- 
victed of higumy in 1882); /?. v. IIarln>rne {Inhabitants) (1836), 2 Ad. & El. 

(tho writer of a letter, dated 17th March, taken to be alive on the following 
1 1 th April). But the presumption is of fact, not of law {R, v. Twyning, Oloucester^ 
ihrf{Inhuhitaiits) (1819), 2 B. & Aid. 386 (W. enlisted for a soldier, went abroad on 
octivo sorvieo, and was never again hoard of. His wife, about a year after his 
<leparturc, married again. Tho second marriage held to l)e valid), explained in 
J.unsley v. (irierson (1848), 1 II, L. Cus. 498, 506). In Wilson v. Hotigts (1802), 
2 East, 312, Lord Ellen uououoTr, C.J., following the old case of Throgmorton 
V. n uL'on (1624), 2 Boll. Bep. 461, bold that where the issue is upon the life 
or doath of a person once shown to be living, the proof of the fact lies on the 
party who assorts the death.** But as he based that proposition upon tho 
])nnciplo 'Mhat the presumption is that the party continues alive until the 
contrary bo shown,** it must be received subject to the later decisions. 

((f) Doe d. Francta v. Andretaa (1850), 15 Q. B. 756 (the mere fact that no 
witness called has heal'd of the person in ouestion is not sufEcient to raise the 
presumption); Doe d. Lhgd v. DeaJcin (l821), 4 B. & Aid. 433 (unanswered 
evidence that a tenant for life had not been seen for fourteen Tears by a person 
who was not related to him, but resided in the neighbourhood, raisea the pre- 
f umption of death) ; Re Creed f 1S52), 1 Drew. 235 (effective inquiry must be 
made before the presumption wul arise); M* Mahon v. M* Elroy (1869), 6 L B. 
Eq. 1. 

(e) Penne/ather v. Ptrnefaiher (1872), 6 1. R. Eq. 171, is, perhaps, inoon* 
sistent with the text. A son went abroad, and a month later his father died. 
The son was never again heard of, but the Vice-Chanocllor presumed, as a fact, 
that he survived his mther. 


(/) Stat (1666) 18 A 19 Car. 2, o. 11. 

(g) Re Jilin's Legaty (1867), 17 L. T. 60. 

(A) iroodAoiiselet (Xerd) v. Dofrympfe (1861), 4 L. T. 455, 0. A. 

(t) Ifafseit T. England (1844), 14 26 (a girl df seventeen ran away from 

home ; four years later she wrote to her sister that she was going aoroad. 
Nothing more was heard of her. No ground lor the preeumption of dSath after 
seven years); Bmndm f. iTsadifiofi (i5m), 2 Sm. 4t G. 860. 

(A) Wmyemsyt.aoMA itsMiwiiro XP. 
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Where seTeral |>ersoti8 perish in the same disaster, there is. in Ssor- s. 
the absence of evidence on the point (i), no presumption as to the Presump- 
order in which thej died, or that they died at the same time (m). t lons. 
The oniu probandi lies on the party who asserts survival, or 
concurrent decease, or pre-decease (n). 

Where legal rights, dependent on the fact, or date, of the Lite and 
death of a person have to be adjudicated, and such fact or date '^•***^ 
cannot bo determined on evidence or presumption, and the 
question cannot be solved by the incidence of the burden of 
proof, the court will make the best order that it can in the 
circumstances (o). 

With regard to trustees, it has been held that they must guide 
themselves by the presumption of death, in the same manner as a 
court of law would do (p). 


471 ; T(W« V. Palmer (1904), 53 W. E. 169 (in each of which cases the death 
was presumed after seven years* absence of a man who, under the circumstances, 
was not likely to communicate with friends). 

(/) Brouyhtonv, Randall Cro. Eliz. 602 (of two mon who were hanged 
in one cart,” one was founa to have survived the other, from movements of the 
limbs, etc.). 

(m) Uviff V. Jrtf/rave (1860), 8 H. L. Cos. 183 ; Underwood v. Wing (1855), 4 
I)e G. M. & 0. 633 ; Hitchcock v. Beardsley (1738), West temj). Hard. 445 (misband 
and wife) ; Masim. v. Mason (1816), 1 Mer. 308 (father and son) ; In the Goods of 
Wainwright (1858), 1 Sw. & Tr. 257 ; In the Goods of Ewart (1859), 1 Sw. & Tr. 
258 (husband and wife) ; Wollaston y. Berkeley (1876), 2 Ch. D. 213 (husband 
and wife) ; In the Goods of Alston^ [iS92] P.142; In the Goods of Johnson (1897), 
78 L. T. 85 ; In the Estates of Bruce (1909), 26 T. L. R. 381 ; In the Gocds of Beynon, 
[1901] r. 141. In the following cases, presumptions as to commorientes yrore 
adopted, but it is to be observed that they were decided in the ecclesiastical 
courts, and imder the influence of the civil law (as to the extensive use of pro* 
sumptions in that system, see Thayer on Evidence (ed. 1898), pp. 34 1 —*345) : — 
Presumption that the parties died at the same moment (Wright v. Netherwood 
(1793), 2 Salk. 593, n. (6th ed. by Evans) ; Taylor v. Diplock (1815), 2 Phillirn. 
201 ; Satterthwaite v. Powell (1838), 1 Curt. 705). Presumption that husband 
survived wife (Co/vfn v. Frocurator-General (1827), 1 Hag. Ecc. 192 ; In the Goods 
of Helwyn (1831), 3 Hag. Ecc. 748; In the Odks of Murray (1837), 1 Curt. 
696), 

(a) Wing v. Angravtt supra; Barnett v. Tugwell (1862), 31 Beav. 232. 

(o) BaiJ^ V. Hammond (1802), 7 Ves. 690 (payment ordered on a recognisance 
to refund in the event of a claim) ; Cuthhert v. Furrier (1847), 2 Ph. 199 (succes- 
sive orders in respect of a fund in court to answer an annuity to a person who 
had been heard of since 1816); Re Mileham's Trust (1852), 15 Boav. 507 (M. 
transported for seven years in 1838. He fulfilled the period of his sentence, 
but no more was known of him. His children claim^ a fund to which they 
weie entitled on hie death. No order as to capital : future dividends to bo paid 
to the i^plioants on their undertaking to refund if M. should prove t<i be 
alive) ; Ikinhu v. DarJ^ (1859), 5 Jur. (n. 8.) 54 (a young man, who was likely 
to correspond with his zriends, went abroad in delicate health, and had not 
been hcara of for some years. A fund was ordered into court on a primd, facie 
P^uiuption that ho had pre->deceasod his father, who died within two yeaiii of 
his going abroad); Re Rhodes, Fraser v. BenUm (1873), 28 L. T, 392 (unoertaiii 
whether* legatee had or had not survived testator) ; Wollaston v. Berketey 
(1870), 2 Ch. D, 213 (husband and wtfe perished in same disaster. Failure of 
tnistAS uf their maniage seiUement, in the absence of evidence or presumption 
of sur>,vorship); Inths EsiaU of Walker 115 (modification of the usual 

form of administraicff’s oath in case of presumption of death). 

, (?) Dehsm V. PaHmsm (1867), 3 Jur. (h. 8.) i2(^. But the Bank of EugUttd 
18 not obliged to eel on evidMioe of deaQi which a court would accept ee 
•oSkkai {Prmm r. Amk ofEi^mid (1872), L. B. 13 Kq. 611). 
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693. There is no presumption of law as to whether a deceased 
person bad issue or not (q), nor as to whether a woman is or is not 
past child-bearing at any particular age (r). 

If it is proved that two persons lived together as man and wife, 
and were esteemed and reputed as such by those who knew them, 
it will be presumed, until the contrary is shown, that they had been 
lawfully and validly married («). 

But in proceedings of a penal nature, such as bigamy or adultery, 
the presumption, if it were set up, would be neutralised by that of 
the innocence of the party charged, and therefore in such cases the 
marriage must be proved by evidence (<). 

694. A child born of a married woman, during the continuance of 
the marriage, or within the period of gestation (u) after its termina- 
tion, is presumed to be legitimate. This presumption may only be 
rebutted by proof that the husband was impotent at the time when 
the child might have been begotten, or had no opportunity at such 
time for sexual intercourse with his wife, or by cogent evidence 
that, though such opportunity existed, nevertheless the child was 
not the offspring of the husband (a) ; but from the moment when 

(7) Jiichardi v. ilieharda (1731), 15 East, 294, n. ; 7)r»ed. Bai.ning ▼. Griffin 
(1812), 15 Kast. 293; Jte Jackam, Jackson v. Ward, [1907] 2 Ch. 354. 

(r) Ra White, White ▼. Edmond, [1901] 1 Ch. 670; Re Jlocking, Michell v. Lot 
(1898), 67 L. J. (cn.) 662, C. A. ; ai»d compare Re Thornhill, Thornhill v. Nixon, 
[HMM] W. N. 112, 0. A., and Re Sunmera'a Trusts (1874), 22 \V. 11. 639. 

(<) riera v. Eiera (1849), 2 U. L. Cas. 331 (validity of a ceremony of marriage 
impugned on slight evidence that a epeoial licence, which was noco88ar}% had 
not l^n obtained. The evidence diatrueted, on a balance of probabilities); 

d. Elemina v. Fleming (1827), 4 Bing. 266 ; Tatrickaon v. Patrickaon (1865), 
L. R. I P. A D. 86 ; Saatry Velatder Aronegary v. Semhecutty Vaigalie (^1881), 6 
App. Caa. 864, P. C. ; Fox v. Bearblock (1881 ), 44 L. T. 508 ; Re Thompson, Langham 
v. Thompson (1904), 91 L. T. 680; Re Shcjphard, George v. Thyer, [1904] 1 Ch. 
456 ; Re Jlaynea, llaynea v. Carter (1906), 94 L. T. 431 (divided repute). 

(e) See title Cbiminal Law and Peocedure, Vol. IX., pp. 3vS9. note (7), 393, 
note (»), 534 ; and Dirt v. Barlow (1779), 1 Doug. (k. B.) 171 (crxm. con.); Evans 
V. Evans and Roinnaon (^1859), 28 L. J. (p. & M.) 137, n. (divorce). 

(14) As to which ace Bitsvile v, (1887), 12 P. D. 177, and p. 495, ante, 

(a| Morris v. Davies (1837), 6 Cl. & Fin. 163, II. L. (the motner was living 
in aoultory at the time when the child was begotten, ehe concealed the child a 
birth from her husband and denied it to him ; the hueband ignored the child; 
and the wife's paramour treated it ae his own. Tliose facts were held to rebut 
the presumption of legitimacy, although the husband wan not impotent and had 
op|M)rtunities of intercourse with his wife) ; Banbury Peerage Case (181 1), 1 Sim. 
A St 153, H. I.. ; Head v. Head (1823), I Sim. A St. 150; C(q>e v. Cope (1833), I 
Mood. A K. 269; R t. Mansfield {Inhabitants) (1841), 1 Q. B. 444 (refusal to 
infer illegitimacy from the fact that the wife was living in adulteir at all materia: 
times); llargram v. Hargrave (1846), 9 Beav. 552 ; Plowes v. Bossey (1862), 2 
I>rew, A Sm. 145 (this report ie free from a mtsappreheneion which occurs in 
others : per KumEEBLET, V.-C., in Atchley v. Bpmgg (1864), 10 L. T. 16); Re 
Parsons* Trust (1868), 18 L. T. 704 (presumption of legitimacy of child tern 
three weeks after his parents' marriage) ; Gardner v. Gardner (1877), 2 App* 
Cas. 728; Hawes ▼. Draegtr (1888). 23 Ch. D. 173 ; Bomle ▼. A,-G, (^1887), IJ 
P. D. 177; Gordon ▼. Gordon, [1903] P. 141. Declarations or testimony of 
husband or wile cannot be accepted as evidence of illegitimacy of wife's child ( Cops 
V Oryti, sMpra; R v. SourUm {inhobiktnU) (1836), 5 A^ A El. 180 ; R. ▼. Mansfield 
{Jnhabiimis), eupra ; Be iroMsr and Re Jackeen (1885), 53 L. T. 6^). But it non- 
aoeesa (t\a, absssxoe ol opportunity for interooune) is estahUahed by admissible 
•videQ^ ^ mother's dsdmtions or testimony as to paternity may he received 
(JL T* Lnfk (1807)b 8 BmIb 198; Ispfs % Edmmde (iIm)» 85 L, 1. (Oflu} lU}, 
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an order is made anthorising the parties to live apart the presumption 
as to aoeess and legitimacy of children is reversed (6). 

695. Written documents, as to which more than thirty years 
have elapsed between their signature or execution and their produc- 
tion in court, and which are produced from proper custody, t.c., 
from the keeping of some person who, on the supposition of their 
authenticity, would reasonably be expected to have them, are pre- 
sumed, in the absence of circumstances of suspicion, to be what 
tliey purport to be, and to have been duly signed, sealed, attested, 
delivered, or published, according to their purport (c). 

There is a general presumption in favour of the regularity and 
validity of such documents. No evidence need be given primd facie 
that they were made on the date they bear (d). Upon proof of the 
signature of a deed, sealing and delivery are presumed ; and so 
delivery, on proof of sealing and signature (e). 


And acts and conduct (including therein words written or spoken) of husband, 
wife or paramour, tending indirectly to throw light upon tne question of the 
legitimacy of the child, may be proved {The Ayleeford Teerage (1886), 11 App. 
Caa. 1 ; Burnaby v. BaHlie (1889), 42 Ch. D. 282). 

(b) Hethnington v. Ildherington (1887), 12 P. D. 112 ; compare Re R's TrueU 
(1870), 39 L. J. (cn,) 192. 

(r) R, V. Farringdon (InhahitanU) (1788), 2 Term Rep. 466 (certiBcate over 
fifty years old, signed by overseers, churchwardens, and justices of the peace, 
presumed valid); Manh v. CoUndt (1798), 2 Esp. 666, per Lord Kenyon, C.J., 
at |>, 666 (no n^ to call attesting witness to deed of thirty years* standing, 
though he be actually in court) ; Wynne v. Tyrwhitt (1821), 4 B. & Aid. 376; 
I>()€ d. Oldham v. Wolley (1828), 8 B. & C. 22 (the thirty years are computed from 
date, whether of will or other instrument) ; Doe d. SpiUhury v. Burdett {Sir 
Frauds) (1836), 4 Ad. & El, 1 ; Many. Bichette {184i)f 7 JBeav.93; Doe d. Jenhine 
V. Davies (1847), 10 Q. B, 314 (curate*e signature to copy of marriage certificate) ; 
loster y. Plumber^ Co. (1900), 44 Sol. Jo. 211 (accounts); B. v. Bathwick 
{Inhabitants) (1831), 2 B. & Ad. 639 (doubted whether the rule applies to the seal 
of a court or corporation). Pedigr^s appear to be exceptional; their hand* 
writing must be proved, even if they purpcSl to be ninety years old ; and if they 
are admitted, they are not proof that all the statements contained in them are true ; 
“ pedigrees are sometimes made to deceive, being for the most part true, except 
a link or two, the most material of aU ** {7'he Fiizwalter Peerage (1843), 10 Cl, ft 
Fin. 193, 199, H. L.). Where a deed over thirty years old comes from an unsus- 
Pf cted repository ana pui^rts to be executed by one person on behalf of another, 
it will be presumed that it was so executed ; but if the execution was discre. 
tionary, and not merely ministerial (in which case the question is open), it will 
not be presumed that the person executing was duly authorised so to do (itc A i rry , 
A\rey v. StapUtony [1897J 1 Ch. 164). When the jmrty tendering a document is 
himself a proper custodian of it, no evidence of custody is required {B. v. Byion 
{Ir^iahBanis) (1793), 6 Tenn Rep. 269 ; B. v. Netherihong {Inhabitants) (1814), 

2 M. ft a 337 ; BreU v. BeaUs (1829), Mood, ft M. 416 ; Evans v. Bees (1839), 
10 Ad. ft El. 161; Doe d. Jacobs v. Phillips (1816), 8 Q. B. 168; Doe a* 
t^'hrtwshury (Earl) y. Keeling) (1848), 11 Q. B. 884). But otherwise, primd facie 
evidence must be given, showing whence the document has b^n obtained 
(Bidder y. Brid^ (No. 2) (1886), 34 W. R 614; Doe d. Jacobs v. Phillips, 
*^pra, per Lord JDxnm an, C.J.). A grant of property is not in proper custody 
for this purpose if in the keeping of a person who nas no interest in tne property 
(Bygon y. StruU (1796), 2 A^. 601 ; Bwinnerion ▼. Stafford {Marquis) (18101, 

3 Taunt 91 ; Bidder v. Bridgee (No. 2), supra). See also p. 612, post. 

(d) in the Goods of Adamson (1876h L. R 3 P. ft i>. 263, 266 (a date attached 
to ^ alteratioii is not, in itself, sumcieat to eatablish that the alteration was 
node at that tiine). 

BoR f. Saimbridge (1643), 12 H R 699 ; iZeSaaddhiidi (1671), R 
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Evidence. 


Sect. 8. 
Prestunp- 
tiOOB. 

AlteratiODf. 


Lott(n»ot. 


Omnia 

pratumuntur 
rUs eta acta. 


Where a document which needs a stamp has been lost, or is not 
produced after notice to produce, it is presumed to have been 
properly stamped (/). 

Erasures or interlineations in a deed are presumed to have been 
made before, but in a will after, the execution of the instrument (ff). 

There is no presumption as to the period when an apparent 
alteration was made in a bill of exchange {h). 

A lawful origin will be presumed for proprietary rights 
that have been exercised for a long time, and whose exercise might 
have been interrupted or prevented by the person against whom the 
right is claimed (i). 

Formal requisites to judicial, official, or public acts, or to titles to 
property which are good in substance, will be presumed (/c). 


(/) Clomadeuc v. Carrel (1856), 18 C. B. 36 (oharterparty, when last seen, 
was unstamped. This might have justified a presumption of fact that it con- 
tinued unstamped. But the party relying on the charterpartj proved that he 
had taken steps to get the instrument stamped, but that it had been lost. This 
rebutted the inference of non-stamping, and restored the presumption of 
law) ; Marine Invedment Co, v. Ilaviaide (1872), L. R. 5 IL L. 624 (where it 
is proved that an instrument was unstamped when exocuM, and continued 
unstamped for a considerable time thereafter, the presumption of stamping is 
rebuttert). 

(<y) Cooper v. IMcdt (1846), 4 Moo, P, C. C. 419 (will); Doe d. Tatum v. 
CuUmuvre (1851), 16 Q. 15. 745. A deed cannot bo altered, after execution, 
without fraud or wrong, which will not be presumed. A testator may alter bis 
will after execution, without fraud or wrong, and therefore there is no ground 
for any presuniption that the alteration was made before execution ( per Lord 
Campbell, C.J., at p, 747), but this reason for the rule does not explain why 
the same presumption is not applied to bills of exchange as well as to deeds ; 
see casos citcnl in note (A), in fm ; Dite d. Shallcross v. Palmer (1851), 16 Q. B. 
747. But alterations in a will, to be valid, must bo executed subfctanlially in 
the same way as the will itself (Wills Act, 1837 (7 Will. 4 & 1 Viet. c. 26), s. 21). 
I)eclarati4)ns of intention by te8taU>r, made l>efore (^not if after) execution of hia 
will, can be received ns evidence on the question whether alteiations were made 
before or after execution. 

(A) Kniifht V. ClemenU (1838), 8 Ad. & El. 215; Clifford v, Parker (1811), 
2 M(in. & Q. 909. 

(♦) Dalton V. Angm (1881), 6 App. Cas. 740; GoodtUle d. Parker v. Baldwin 
(1809), 11 East, 488; xlos d. Devine v. Wileon (1855), 10 Moo. P. C. C. 602; 
Chasemore v. liicharde (1859), 7 11. L. Cas. 349; IVehh v. Bird (1863), 13 
C. B. (n. 8.) 841 ; Leconfitld v. Lonsdale (1870), L. R. 6 C. P. 657 ; Whitmores 
{Eiienhridije) Ltd, v. Stanford, [1909] 1 Ch. 427, following BaiJy Co, v. 
Clark, Son and Morland, n902] 1 Oh. 649, C. A., and distinguishing Burrowar, 
Lang, [1001] 2 Oh. 502. There is no correspon^g presumption of obligations 
{Simpson v, A,^0,, [1904] A. C. 476). There will not be presumed any right 
that could not have had a legal origin {Chesterfield {Lord) v. Harris, [1908] % 
Ch. 397, C. A.). 

(A) Uonke v. ButUr (1614), 1 Roll. Rep. S3; Doe d. Hammond v. Cooke (1829), 
6 Bing. 174 ; Macdemgall v, Purricr (1830), 2 Dow & Cl. 135, H. L. ; Harrison v. 
SmUhampim Corporation (1853), 4 0. M. & G. 137, 0. A. (father s consent to 

his child's marriage presumed) ; R. v. Cresewell (1876), I Q. B. D. 446, C. C. B. 
Where a will appears to have b^n executed in due form it will be presumed to 
have been duly attested if the witnesses recognise their signatures, although 

saxi Bse further as to wills undco* title^ Wills). A oer^<»te a bill of 
•ale has been regislered is no evidenoe that sn affidavit complying with the 
Act was filed with it {Maaon v« Wood (18 75), 1 0. P. D. 63} ; aim see title 
CauiiXAL Law aki) PnocsDtrmx, ToL IX., p. 389, note ( 9 ). 
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As between an innocent and a guilty party, unexplained circum« 
stances are to be presumed unfavourably to the wrong-doer (i). 

Many statutes establish particular presumptions, in order to 
facilitate proof of material facts (m). 

697. Many presumptions are dealt with elsewhere, such as 
tlie presumption that if property is conveyed to a child, it is a gift, 
but if to a stranger, it is subject to a resulting trust in favour of the 
donor (n), presumptions as to the boundaries of property (o), as to 
satisfaction of portion by legacy or of legacy by portion (p), or of debt 
by legacy (<?), or of performance of covenants to purchase and 
fiktie lands by a purchase of suitable land (r), or as to payment 
being made by way of advancement («), or presumptions in favour 
of or against merger (n), presumptions as to title to land (//), or as 
to rights of riparian owners (c), or as to easements (d). 

Sub-Sect. 4.-0/ FacU 

698. Presumptions of fact are merely logical inferences of the p.esnmpttoiui 
existence of one fact from the proved existence of other facts. They 

are the inferences, or presumptions, which render circumstantial 
evidence admissible, and have already been considered (e). 

Sect. 4. — Inspection. 

699. Information as to the facts of a case may be gained by the lospcction. 
court or jury, not only from the spoken words of witnesses, or the 
Mriiten words of documents (/), but also by means of their own 
obhcrvation of persons, places, or things {p ) ; or of verified pictures, 


Sect. 8. 
Presump- 
tions. 

Omnia 

prasumnntnr 

contra 

fjHfluUorm, 

Equitable 

presamptioss. 


(/) Armor?/ v. Dtlumirie (1722), 1 Stra. 605 ; 1 Smith, L. 0., llth od., 350 j 
U'tUiamfion v. Hover Cycle Co., [1901] 2 I. B. 615, G. A.). 

(m) IC.g.f any person who sends a circular containing an invitation to make 
betrt to a person under age at a university is deemed to have known that such 
P erson was an infant, unless ho proves that he had reasonable ground for 
l^'lieving him to be of full age (Dotting and Loans (Infants) Act, 1892 (55 & 50 
Viet. c. 4), s. 3 ; Milton v. Studd, [1910] 2 K B. 118). There is a rebnttablo 
presumption that a biU has been vaiidly delivered by all parties (Bills ol 
Exchange Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 61), s. 21 (3) ). 
in) See title Trusts akd Trustees. 

(o) As to boundaries, see title BouiCDAlUES, Yol. HI., pp. 118—125. 

(p) See title Equity, p. 129, ante, 
ig) I bid., p. 136, ante. 

(n Jhid.,p, 139, aiife. 

(«) See title Descent and Distribution, Vol. XI., p. 23. 

(a) See title Equity, p. 147, anU, 

[bj See title Real Property and OnATTELS Beal. 

(c) Ecroyd v. CouUhard, [1897] 2 Ch. 654 ; affirmed [1898] 2 Ch. 358, C. A.| 
and see title Waters and Watercourses. 

(d) See title Easements and Profits 1 Prendre, YoL XI., pp. 269, 265. 

(«) See pp. 439—466, ante. 

(/) As to inspection of documents, see title Discovert, Inspection, and 
Interbooatoribs, Vol. XI., pp. 68—92; and as to inspe^on of privileged 
documents by the court, see ibtd.,p. 64. 

(y) In an action in respect of a oc^s bite, the dog itself may be brought into 
presence of the jury, in order that its temper may be judged Ijj its 
demeanour {Line t. Taylor (1862), 3 F. ft F. 731). In this case the plaintiff had 
mveii the defendant notice to p^uoe the dog, hut laOing consent enoept in 
the case ol docuaieiite, it a party desiret nupecticnit by himself or agenti or the 
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San. 4. 
Inspection. 

4«!B«KDOa. 


ffMitlk 

UtaJwtItlag, 


pbotograpbe, pinna, or modela; or 0/ experiments maSa u. it 
presence of the eoart(h). » m the 

Tbe commonest instance of this mode of proof is supplied 
\)^ ftie demeanour and manner of a witness under examination. 
These constitute material elements in the consideration of the 
truthfulness of his statements (i). 

The appearance of a person is, in some cases, primA facie evidence 
as to his age ij). 

With regard to health, there is, in certain cases, power to compel 
a person to submit himself to inspection (i), while in others 
refusal so to do may be evidence against him (1). 

Disputed handwriting may be compared in court by judge, jury, 
or a witness, with a specimen which is proved to be genuine (m). 


i: 


jury, of anythiog which is under the control of the opposite party, he must 
apply to the court or judge for an order (see note (g), p. 509, post). 

(/i) Biyahy y. Dickinson (1876), 4 Oh. D. 24, 0. A. ; Tv)entyman v. Barnes, 
(1848), 2 De G. & Sm. 225. 

i i) Bigshy v. Dickinson, supra. 

j) B. V. Turner (1909), 3 Or. App. Bern 103 ; B. v. Viasani 0866), 30 J. P. 
758. This applies to cases under the Employment of Children Act, 1903 
3 Edw. 7, c. 45), and the Prevention of Cruelty to Children Act, 1904 
'4 Edw. 7, c. 15), 8. 17. Bee also B. v. Co*, [1898] 1 Q. B. 179, 0. C. E. (on 
a similar provision in the repealed Prevention of Cruelty to Children Act, 1894 
(57 A 68 Viet. 0. 41), and the Children Act, 1908 (8 Etlw. 7, c. 67), s. 123). 

(k) The writ de venire inspiciendo (see Be Blakemore (1845), 14 E. J. (CH.) 336, 
and Ex parte Aisamgh (1731), 2 P. Wms. 591) seems practically obsolete. As 
to inspection by a iuij of matrons of a defenaunt who alleges that she is quick 
with child, see title Criminal Law and Procedure, Vd. IX., p. 375. By 
the Eegulation of Eailways Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Viet. c. 119), s. 26, when a 
person injured in a railway accident is claiming compensation, the court may 
order him to submit to examination. Aynnvr, Jobsan (1877), 13 Cox, 0. C. 625 
(medical examination of female charged with concealment of birth is illegal, 
unless by consent) ; Be Btiis, Ex parte Board of Trade (1887), 19 Q. B. I). 
39, C. A. ; affirmea suh nom. Board of Trade v. Block (1888), 13 App. Cas. 670 
(bankrupt not compellable to submit to medical examination for the purpose of 
having an insurance on his life effected). 

(0 V. B. {falsely called 8.) (1905), 21 T. L. E. 219 (refusal to submit to 
medical examuiation is evidence against a party in nullity suits). Tho 
Workmen's Compusation Act, 1906 (6 Edw. 7, c. 58), Sched. I. (4) (refusal or 
obstruction of mfMlical examination suspends proce^ings for, and right to, 
compensation). B. v. Gray (1901), 68 J. P. 327, 0. C. E (refusal of a man to be 
examined as to his state of health is no evidence against him on a chaige of 
indecent assault). 

(fit) Crimiual Ihrocedure Act, 1865 (28 A 29 Viet c. 18), s. 8. which applies to 
both civil and criminal procediue (s. 1), extends s. 27 of the Common Law 
Procedure Act, 1854 (17 A 18 Viet, c. 125), which is repealed by the Statute 
l4iw Eevision Act, 1892 (55 A 56 Viet c. 19). Both the writings that are 
compared must be in court {Arbon v. Fvssdl (1862), 3 F. A F. 152) ; writings 
used for this purpose need not be in evidence for any other (Birch v. Bidyway 
fl858), IF. A F. 270); Cresswdl v. Jackson (1860), 2 F. A F. 24 (wituoss 
denied that tho document in ouestion was in his hanawriting. Other writings, 
admittedly his, were put before the jury for comparison with the one in 
dispute). As to the evidence required on a charge of forgery to show that 
the part of a dioeament which is forged is in the handwriting of the accused, 
•ee title CmucniAL Law and Procsdurr, Vol IX., p. 764. A police ofCoor 
is not, as such, an expert in handwriting (E. v. Tlw5ata and Myan (1863), 
9 Cox, 0* C. 44o). Where the person whose handwriting is in question is in 
court, he may be required to write then and there, and such writuag is genuine 
lor purpose of the comparison (Doe d. Deoint v. fTtfsoe (1856), 10 Moo. K 0. 
502, CMett v. Kitmimoter (1865), 4 F. A F. 490). The recuxreno^ in 
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Where a party complains that his exclusive right to a picture, »«»• *. 
rle Jen mark, or name has been infringed, or where the question In^on. 
is whether a picture, design, mark, or name is so like another as copyright; . 
to be calculated to deceive the public, the most satisfactory test is trade murk; 
•\n appeal to the eyesight or hearing of the judge (n). No witness, design, 
indeed, should be asked whether the thing complained of is likely 
to deceive, inasmuch as that is the very question that the court has 
to decide (o). But an action for deceit, based on the resemblance Passing off, 
between the defendant's article and the plaintiS’s, cannot be decided 


merely by the judge’s inspection (p). 

Not only may a judge himself inspect any property or thing in inspection by 
question, but he has wide powers of ordering inspection by the jury, 
a party, or other person (q). 

A view by the jury of anyplace, if necessary to the understanding View by jury, 
of the evidence, may be ordered by the court ora judge, whether in 
a civil or criminal case (r). 


different writings, of an identical mis-spelling, tends to prove the identity of 
the writers {Brookes v. Tichhome (1850), 5 Exch. 929). 

(n) Hcldtworth v. M'Crea (1867), L. R. 2 H. L. 380; Hecia Foundry Co. v. 
Walker^ Hunter ds Co. (1889), 14 App. Cas. 550; Rt Bourn^$ Trade-marke^ Bourne 
V. Swan and Edgar, Ltd., [1903] 1 Ch. 211. 

(o) North Cheshire and Manchester Brewery Co. v. Manchester Brewery Co,, 
[1899] A. 0. 83, per Lord Halsbohy, L.C., at p. 85 ; Payton db Co. y. 
Snelling, Lampard d; Co., [1901] A. 0. 308, per Lora Maonaohten, at p. 311 ; 
Kddsten y. Edelsten (1863), 1 De G. J. & Sm. 185, per Lord Westbuey, L.C., 
at p. 200. In an action for infringement of copyright in a picture, it is not 
necessary to produ(» the original picture. It is enough if a witness says that 
ho knows the original, and that the work conmlained of is in his opinion an 
exact copy {Lucas v. Williams ds Sons, [1892] 2 (J. B. 113, 0. A.). But where the 
question is as to resemblance, not of appearance (shape, design, title), but in 
rosp^t of musical or liter^ composition expressed in written signs, the alleged 
infringement or anticipation must itself be produced, or its absence accounted 
for before other evidence of its contents will be received {Boosey y. Davidson 
(1849), 13 Q. B. 257 ; this decision, however, appears to Imve ]^n doubted, 
Geralopulo y. Wieler (1851), 10 0. B. 690, per Jervis, O.J., at p. 696). 

(p) London General Omnibus Co,, Ltd. v. Lavdl, [1901 j 1 On. 135, 0. A. (as 
explained by Par well, J., in f2e Bourne^ s l^rade-marks. Bourne y. Swan and 
Edgar, lAd., supra ) ; Mitchell y. Henry (1880), 15 Ch. D. 181 ; London General 
Omnibus Co. y. Felton (1896), 12 T. L. B. 213. 

( 7 ) East India Co. y. Kynaston ([1821), 3 Bli. 153, H. L. ; Lonsdale (Earl) y, 
Curwen (1799), 3 BU, 168, n. ; Walker y. Fletcher (1801), 3 Bli. 172, n. ; Browne 
V. Moore (1816), 3 BH. 178, n, ; Bmnitt y. WhiUhouse (1860), 8 W. R. 251 ; 
Ennor y. BarweU (1860), 8 W. R. 300; Whaley y. Brancker (1864), 12 W. R. 
570, 695; Lumb y. Beaumont (1884), 27 Ch. D. 356; The Duk^ 0 / Buceleuch 
(18H9), 15 P. D. 86 , C. A. (inspection by Elder Brethren) ; R. 8 . 0.. Ord. 50, 
rr. 3, 4, 5, and see title Peacticb; Suleboitom y. Fielden(l%dl), 8 R. P. C. 
266 (limits to right to inspect the working of patents^ County courts have 
similar powers undw Coimty Court Rules, 1^3 and 1904, Old. 12 , r. 3; 
MitcheU y. Stephens (1894), 29 L. J. N. C. 389 (refusal to order inspection of 
^tient*s mourn, on application of dentist suing for profesnonal charges). 
Pending an arbitration or reference, the order may be made either by referee, 
by arbi&ator, or by the court (B. S. 0., Ord. 36, ir. 48—50; Macalpine dk Co. v. 
CkUder dk Co., [1893] 1 Q. B. 545 , 0. A. ; Barnett v. Aldridge ChUiery Co. (1887), 
4 T. L. B. 16). An award may be set aside if ma^ after a view by arbifoator 
snd one party, of which the other party had no notice (Be Qregeon and Armetromg 
(1894), tSl. T. 106). 

(r) B. y. WheM^ (1847), 2 Oar. 5t Kir. 876; B. y. MaHin and WM (1872), 12 
Cwt, a a 204, a 0. E. (view after Judge*! sommiiif-ap). The jaxy dbniM 
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Biot. 4. 
Inspection. 

ibtc^ 
efidenoe 
of orimOe 


Proof of 
handwriting. 


Sealing. 


When a person is lavfolly arrested on a criminal charge, an; 
propert; or thing in his possession which would be material may 
be seized and detained for the purpose of being produced in 
evidence (s), but may not be detained after the charge has been 
dismissed (<)> 


Part IV. — Documentary Evidence. 

Sect. 1. — Proof of Execution of Documents. 

Sub-Sect, I, ^Handwriting. 

700. The handwriting or signature of unattested documents 
may be proved in the following ways: (1) By calling the writer; 
or (2) a witness who saw the document written or signed; or 
(8) a witness who has a general knowledge of the writing, acquired 
in any of the wavs already mentioned (u) ; or (4) by comparison 
of the disputed document with other documents proved to the 
satisfaction of the judge to be genuine (u) ; or (5) by the admissions 
of the party against whom the document is tendered. 

Sub-Sect. 2. — Sealing, Delivery and Attestation (a). 

701. As in the case of execution by a natural person, so in the case 
of sealing by a corporation (b) there is in general a presumption that 
a seal was affixed with due regard to all preliminary formalities 
required by the constitution (c) ; in general, a corporation seal may 
be proved by anyone familiar with it, without calling a witness 
who saw it affixed (d ) ; but where attestation is required by law, 
the signature of an independent witness is probably necessary, 
since that of the directors and secretary when affixing the common 


roooivo no communications diuing the viow (S. v. Martin and WM, supra ) ; 
800 titio J UIllES, 

(«) Dillon T. O'Brien and Davis (1887), 16 Cox, 0. 0. 245 ; B. v. Lashin^n. Ex 
parts Otto, [1894] 1 Q, B. 420 (property produced by a witness detained as 
eyidonco); Groner y, Cundsy (1827), 6 B. & 0. 232; It. y, Barnett (1829), 3 
C. & P. 600, and see reporter's note ; B. y. iVosf (1839), 9 C. & P. 129 131 ; and 
•ee title Criminal Lxw and Procedure, V ol. lA., pp. 809, 310. 

(0 Gordon y. Metropolitan Police iChUf Commmioner) (1910), 26 T. L« E. 645, 
C. A, 




See p. 508, ante. 

Cruninal Proeedure Act, 1865 ( 28 & 29 Yiot. o. 18), s, 8. 

(a) See titles Corporations, Yd. YIII., pp. 3S2 d eeq . ; Deeds and other 
Ikstbukehts, YoL X., pp. 386 ef eeq. Aa to tbe conditional delivery of a 
doenment as an escrow, see title Deeds and Other Instruments, Yol. X., 
pp. 387—390. 



affixed its eM, is bound by estoppel, eee title Estoppel, pp. 371, 381, oafs. 

(d See title Oorforations, Yol. YIII., p. 310, 382. 

(a) Moim v. Thmdm (1799X ^ Tenn l^p. 303, 307 ; this case is doubted by 
Siiylor, Law dBfidenes, lOtb ed., a. 1862 
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seal of a company merely forms part of the execution of the 
document (c). 

702. When a document is required by law to be attested, it 
must, subject to the exceptions stated below, bo proved by calling 
the attesting witnesses (J'). And this rule applies even though the 
document is lost, cancelled, or destroyed, provided that the names 
of the witnesses are known, and that they are capable of being 
called (g). If there are several such witnesses, only one need bo 
examined ; but the absence of all must be explained before other 
evidence is receivable. When all the witnesses are incapable of 
being called, “secondary'* evidence of attestation, t.c., by proof of 
the handwriting of any one of them, may be given, and is 
sufficient (/i) ; and if this is not obtainable the execution may be 
proved by presumptive or other evidence (i). So, also, if the 
attesting witnesses deny the execution (i), or if the document is 
lost, and their names are unknown (Z). 

703. In general, anyone competent to testify is competent to 
attest, except the parties to a deed or bill of sale (m), or a proxy 
with regard to the instrument appointing him (n). Warrants of 
attorney and cognovits, how’ever, must bo attested by a solicitor (o). 

704. Even where attestation is required by law, and the witnesses 
are obtainable, they need not be called when, (1) The document is 
an ancient one (i.c., thirty years old) (p); or (2) its execution has 
licon admitted for the purposes of the trial (q); or (8) it is in 
IJossession of the adversary, who refuses to produce it on notice (r) ; 
or (4) it is tendered against a public officer bound by law to have it 
executed, and who has dealt with it as such(«); or (5) under tho 
Merchant Shipping Act, 1894(0. 

A document which, though in fact attested is not required by law 
to be so, may be proved by admission or otherwise as if unattested (u). 


(f) Doe d. Bank oj England Cfiamhere (1836), 4 Ad. & El. 410; Deffell ▼. 
White (1866). L. R. 2 C. P. 144. 

(/) As to attestation of wills, see p. 612, poet, and title Wills. 

(sf) Keeling v. Ball (1796), Peake, Add. Cas. 88 ; Breton v. Cope (1701), 
Peake, 43, 44. 

(A) KeUon v. Whittall 1 B. & Aid. 19; Adam v. Kerr (1798), I 

Bos. & P. 360. 

(0 C7arfcrv.C7«r*e(1879).5L.E.Ir.47,C. A. ;/?yIfSV.C'«r(189e},74L.T.222. 
{k) Bowman v. Hoagaon (1867), L. R. 1 P. & D. 362; In the Goode of Ovttu 
(1892), 29 L. R. It. 461. 

g Keeling t. RoZ/, supra* 

i) Seal ▼. Clari^ (1881), 7 Q. B. 1). 616, C. A. ; Peace t. Brookes, [1896] % 
Q. B. 461. See title Bills of Sals, Tol. IIL, p. 46. 

i n) Me ParreU, Ex parte CuUen, [1891] 2 Q. B. 161. 

0 ) Taylor, Law of Evidence, lOUi ed., as. 1111—1118. 
p) Doe d. Oldham v. WolUw (1828), 8 B. & C. 22. 
g) JVhyman v. Garth (1863), 8 Exch. 803. 
r) Cooke v, Tanewell (1818), 8 Taunt 460. 

i) Plumer v. RrMco(1847), 11 Q. B. 46 ; BaBrg v. Bidwdl (1844), 13 1C. A W, 73, 
(0 67 A 68 Ykt. o. 60, s. 694. See title Shxfpxvo ard Natioatior. 

(») Otiminal Procedure Act 1866 (28 & 29 Viet o. 18), as. 1, 7. S. 7 
applies to crixnixial proceedings and re-enacts s. 26 of the Cmnmon Law Proce- 
dure Act, 1864 (17 ft 18 Viet c. 125), which was repealed by the Btatote Law 
Bevisioxi Ac^ 1892 (66 ft 66 Viet c. 19) (see WorthingUm T. Moon (1891), 64 
L. T. 338). 
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This provision, however, has been held not to apply to proceedings 
€X parte {x). 

700. If a will has been proved, the probate copy of the will or a 
copy stamped with the seal of the court that granted the probate is 
conclusive evidence of the validity and contents of tlie will in suits 
relating to personal estate, and attestation need not be proved. I! 
the will is proved in solemn form, the probate is conclusive evidence 
even in matters relating to real estate (a), and if the will has not 
been proved in •solemn form the probate is sufficient evidence in 
matters relating to real estate if ten days before action notice has 
been given the intention to use it and a counter notice has not 
been given of intention to dispute the validity of the devise (^). 

Sub-Sect. 3 . — Ancient Documente, 

706. Where a private document thirty years old is produced 
from its proper custody (c), no proof o! the handwriting or signature 
of the writer, or of sealing, delivery, or attestation, need be given (d) : 
in other words, the document is said to prove itself. 

In the case of wills the period of thirty years runs from the date 
of execution, not from the death of the testator (e). 

The rule applies to private documents of every kind (/), and the 
only difficulties that arise in any given case are connected with 
the question of custody. 

707. The following are examples of what has been held to be 
the proper custody for certain classes of instruments : — For 
steward’s books, the custody of the steward (g ) ; for rate books, the 
union workhouse Qi ) ; for court rolls, the custody either of the lord 
of the manor or of the steward (t) ; for books relating to the estate 
of an ancient monastery, the custody of a person owning part of its 
e8tat68(^) ; for the endowment of a vicarage, the registry of the diocese 

(as) Rt Retfy*§ KeUiU (1835), 8 W. R. 812 ; Re Rice^ a Vereon of Uneouml Mind 
(1886), 82 Ch. 1). 85. C. A. 

(а) 8oo Court of Probate Act, 1857 (20 & 21 Viet c, 77), s. 62, and title 
Executobs and Administratobs. 

(б) ThiiL, a. 64. 

(c) Seep. 505, anfe. 

(d) ** When a deed oomoe from an unsuspeotod repository, the court, in the 
almnco of eyidenoe to the contrary, is bound to presume that, so far as the 
deed appears to have been executed by the parties to it it was in fact executed 
by them— that is to say, executed under seal and delivered by them so as to be 
a complete deed ** (JRe Airey, Air^ v. Step/rfon, [1897] 1 Ch. 164, 169). As regards 
handwriting, see Trvnfis v. Tyrwhitt (1821), 4 B. A Aid. 876; and as regards 
execution, see Doe d. Oldham v. Wvlley (1828), 8 B. A C. 22 ; see, further, R» v. 
Farrin^on {InhahUanU) ( 1788), 2 Term &p. 466 ; Doe d. Jenkine v. Daviee (1847), 
10 Q. B. 814 ; Exdtr Oorvoraiion v. irorrea (1844), 6 ^ B. 773; Doe d. 

ham {Karl)r. Michael (1851), 17 Q. B. 276 ; v. Stephene (1855). 6 Do G. M. 
A G. U 1. The rule applies notwithstanding tiie fact that one of the subscribing 
witnessee is alive {Doe d. Oldham v. WotUy^ eapro) ; and in court {Mareh v. 
CW/iis<((1798), 2 Esp. 665) ; and, generally, see oases cited under this suo-seetion. 

(e) Doe d. (Hdham v. WoHey, supra ; i/oe d. Stdlebury v. BardeU {Sir Francie) 

(1885), 4 Ad. A El. 1, 19; Jffati v. Rickette (1844), 7 Beav. 93, 101 ; comixire 
if ’A>ntr« V, (1803), 9 Veia 5. 

r/) ffyiUM V. TynohiU^ eopra. * 

\g) JhiiL 

I h) Smiih V. Anirmoe, [1891] 2 Ch. 678, €80, 

I yi ite a Sofwlor, [1908] 1 Ch. 90<k 

I n BiOlm V. ificM (1816), 2 Price, 399. 
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in which it ia kept (Z), or the augmentation office (m) ; for a deed 
creating a term to attend the inheritance» the custody of the attorney 
of the administrator of the trustee of the term (n) ; for a case for the 
opinion of counsel, the family papers of a descendant of the person 
who submitted it (o) ; for diocesan documents, the registry of the 
diocese (p), or the bishop’s private papers (g) ; for a certificate of 
ordination, the clergyman’s private papers (r); for a schedule 
setting out payments of tithes, the custody of the solicitor of the 
last purchaser of the tithes (s) ; for a parish certificate, the parish 
chest (0, or the custody of an overseer of the parish (u) ; for an 
expired lease, the custc^y of the lessor (a) or the lessee (h) ; for an 
expired indenture of apprenticeship, the custody of the apprentice 
or the master (c) ; for a receipt by a rector for money payments in 
lieu of tithes, the custody of the solicitor of the lord of the manor 
by whose predecessor in title the payments had been made (d ) ; for 
ancient grants, the custody of some person connected with the 
estate to which they relate (c) ; for family Bibles, the custody of a 
member of the family (/) ; for documents, the custody of which ia 
imposed on a certain person, the custody of such person (g) ; for a 
settlement, the custody of the trustees (h), or even the settlor 
himself (t) ; for a bond, the custody of the person in whose favour 
it is madeO*). 

It will be seen that the custody required is not necessarily that 
which ia most strictly proper ; in fact, all that is necessary is that 
the custody be one in which the document may reasonably be 
expected to be found, and this must of course depend on the facts 
of each particular case {k). But in the case of documents the 


(/) Biillen V. Michel (1816), 2 Price, 399, explained in Meath (Diahop) ?. IfVa- 
cheater (Marquis) (1836), 3 Jiing. (K. c.) 183, II. L. 

(m) Thie ia apparently the more regular mode ; see Meath [BMop)r, Winchester 
{Marquis)^ supra. 

(n) Doe d. Jacobs v. PhiUips (1845), 8 Q. B. 158. 

(o) Meath {Bishop) y. Winchester {Marquis), supra. 

( ;>) See Doe d. Arundel {Lord) y. Fowler (isdo), 14 Q. B. 700, 701. 

( 7 ) Meath {Bishop) v. Winchester {Marqui^, supra ; but semble this only applies 
where the document is dated prior to the establishment of the registry ; sea 
Doe d. Arundel {Lord) y. Fowler, supra. 

(r) if. V. Bathwick {Inhabiianis) (1831), 2 B. & Ad. 639, 648. 

1$) Foster y. Plumbers* Co. (1900), 44 HoL Jo. 211 . 
it) It. y. Baton {Inhabitants) (1793), 5 Term Rep. 259. 

(a) B. y. Neiherthong {InhaoUants) (1814), 2 M. A 8 . 337. 

(a) PUurton y. Dare (1829), 10 B. & C. 17; Bees y. Walters (1838), 3 M. A W. 
527 ; Hall y. BaU (1841), 3 Man. A O. 212, 247 ; Doe d. Shrewsbury {Furl) v. 
Keeling (1848), 11 a B. 884. 

{h) Hall V. Ball, supra, at p. 253. 

(c) Compare HaU y, JkiW, supra. 

{d) Bertie y, Beaumont (1816), 2 Prioe, 303. 

(^) Swinnerton y. Stafford {Marquis) (1810), 3 Taunt. 91. 

(/) Hubbard y. Less and Purden (1866), li. ^ 1 Each. 255, 

{g) Doe d. Arundel {Lord) y. Fowler, supra. 

(A) Dos d. NeaU y. aamples (1838), 8 Ad. A £1. 151. 

{*) / 6 ui. 

( /) Chelsea Waterworks Co. y. Cowper (1795), 1 Esp. 275. 

(k) ** Reasonable eyidenoe of custray is all that oaa be required ** 

{Bertie y, Beaumont, supra, per TOOicsoir, O.B., at p. 308). **lt is enough 
if the person be so connected with the deed that he may reasoiiably be 
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custody of vblch is by statute imposed on a particular person the 
role is, perhaps, more strict, and any unusual custody must be 
properly accounted for(0. 

The custody of parish books is provided for by statute {in). 

The fact of custody must be properly established by evidence ; it 
is not enough that the document be produced in court (n), but 
when the fact of proper custody is established there is no need to 
inquire what happened to the document between execution and 
production (o). 

708. The following are examples of custody not regarded as 
proper for this purpose : — For private maps (p), ancient grants (g), 
notes of a case tried temp. Henry III. (r), or a priory register (o), 
the British Museum ; for ancient grants, the Bodleian Library at 
Oxford {b ) ; for a book containing an account of the possessions of 
a monastery, the Herald’s OfBce (c) ; for an ancient grant, the 
custody of one of the parties to whom it had been given as a 
curiosity by a person not connected with the estate (d). 

709. Although, as stated above, the rule applies to all documents 
thirty years old, yet where such a document purports to have been 


supposed to be in possession of it without fraud, no such fraud being proved 
^ Poe d. Neale v. Samples^ (1838), 8 Ad & 131. 151, per Patteson, J. , at p. 154). ** It 
i« not necessary to show the strictest legal custody (Doe d. Jacote v. rhillipi 
(1845), 8 Q. B. 158, per Denman, O.J., at p. 160). ** Most of the reported cases 
are decisions in favour of receiving documents on the ground that they have come 
from proper custody, and the courts ought, I think, to be lilieral in this respect ** 
{Doe <1. bhremhury v. Keeling (1848), 11 Q. B. 884, per Denman, C.J., 

at p. K89; and see JJ alien v. Michel (1816>, 2 Price, 399; Meath {Buhop) v. 
iroiMc8frr (^/firjHw) (1836), 3 Bing. (n. c.) 183, H. L. ; Doe d. Arundel {L(mt) v. 
Fowler (1850), 14 Q. B. 700). Por a case very near the line, see Crouqhton v. 
Blake (1843), 12 M. & W. 205, 208. As to a map in the custody of bridge 
reeves, see It, v. Norfolk County Council (1910), 26 T. L. 11. 269. 

(/) 8oo Doe d. Arundel {Lord) v. Fowler^ eupra^ where the document in 
question was a parish register ; by the Parochial Kegisters Act, 1812 (52 Geo. 3, 
0 . 1461, 8. 5, ** an important duty is cast upon the clergyman in respect to the due 
custody of the register. . . . The person wno bad Uio custody in this case was the 
parish clerk. But no explanation was offered to account for his custody, as that 
the parson was unwell or had sent the renter to him for a special purpose. If 
any explanation had been offered, we might, perhaps, not scrutinise very closely ; 
an excuse of some sort, although it might not show the custody to be proper, 
might satisfy us that it was reasonable ’"(per Colebibqe, J., at p. 703). 

(m) liocal Government Act, 1894 (56 & 57 Viet c. 78), s. 17 (8) ; sec Lewie v. 
PiK»fe (1897), 61 J. P. 776 ; R, v. Powell Kx varU WiUiafne, [isfoj 1 Q. B. 396 ; 
and tiile Local Govehnment. As to parish registers, see p. 536, poet, 
fn) Evane v. Rm (1839), 10 Ad. A El. 151, jwr OoLKEiDOX, J., at p. 164 : “If 
it be necessary to prove the custody of ancient documents someone must be 
sworn lor that purpose. The person producing them may have had them from 
e grocer’s shop.” r o 

(o) See Doe d. Jacohe y. Phillipe, eupra ; Slater y. Hodyeon (1846), 9 Q. B. 727. 

(p) Bidder y. Bridyte (No. 2) (1885), 34 W. E. 514; Mercer y. Denne, [1904] 
9 (?h. 534, 545. 

SwinnerUm y. Sk{ffbrd {Maryuie) (1810), 3 Taunt 91. 

Bidier y. BHdyee (No. 2), eupra, 

1 

Muhdl y. BdUetti (1610), cited in Swinnertm y. Stafford (Maryttie), eapra 
lyym y. Strutt (1795), 2 Anst. 601. 

Sudnumiem y. I^effard (Maryuie), mypra. 
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executed under a power of attorney, although the actual execution 
is presumed to have been regular, yet it must be shown that the 
attorney was ddy authorisea (e), unless, perhaps, execution was a 
merely ministerial act (/). 

710* Ancient documents (such as a lease or licence) coming 
from proper custody, and purporting upon the face of them to show 
exercise of ownership, are admissible without proof of possession or 
payment of rent as being in themselves acts of ownership (^). 

Ancient leases are also admissible as evidence of reputation as 
to value (A). 

SuB*S£CT. 4. — Slampi. 

711. No instrument requiring a stamp which is executed in the 
United Kingdom (i), or which relates to property situate in or to 
anything done or to be done in the United Kingdom, is admissible 
in evidence in any proceedings (except criminal proceedings (A)), 
unless it is properly stamped (Z), or unless, if it may legally be 
stamped after execution (m), payment of the duty and penalty is 
made at the time(n), or an undertaking to pay given by the 
solicitor of the party producing it (o). 


{e) Re Aireu, Airey v. Stapleton, [1897] 1 Ch. 164, where the deed produced 
pui^rted to be an exorcise by attorney of a special power of appointment. 

(/) Re Airey, Airey t. Stapleton, 8iwra,per Kekewioh, J., at p. 170. 

{(/) Makolmeon v. O'Dea (1863), 10 H. L. Gas. 393, per Willbs, J., at p. 614; 
800 also Rogere y. Allen ^808), 1 Camp. 309; compare Rlandy -Jenkins v. 
Dunraven (&krl), [1899] 2 Oh. 121, 0. A,, where a document compromising an 
action for trespass was admitted on similar grounds. 

(^) See Rullen v. Michel (1816), 2 Price, 399, 478. 

(i) As regards the stamp required on instruments executed abroad, see title 
Kevbxue. 

(A) Stomp Act, 1891 (54 & 55 Viet. c. 39), s. 14 (h). For what are criminal 
proceedings, see Mellor v. Denham Q880), 5 Q. B. D. 467, 0. A. ; R. v. Tyler and 
International Commercial Co., [1891] 2 Q. B. 588, 0. A. 

(/) See title Hevenoe. As to the method, time etc. of taking the objection, see 
title Practice and Procedure. Insufficiency or want of a stomp cannot be 
waived by consent Vsee Nixon v, Albion Marine Insurance Co. (1867), L. B. 
2 £xch. 338; Rotokerr. Williamson (1889), 5 T. L. E. 382). The ruliiig of a 
judge at nwi prftts as to the sufficiency of a stomp is not subject to appeal 
ISUnlet y. Kuezynski (1855), 17 0. B. 251 ; BUwiU y. Tritton, [1892] 2 Q. B. 327, 
G. A.). The directors of a company may refuse to register a transfer where the 
•tamp though sufficient for the consideration stated on the face is insufficient for 
the consideration in fact paid (Maynard y. Consolidated Kent Collieries Corporaiionp 
[1903] 2 K. B. 121, 0. A.). 

(wi) Stomp Act, 1891 (M & 55 Viet c. 39), s. 14, partially re-enacting ss. 28 
and 29 of the C]lommon Law Procedure Act, 1854 (17 & 18 Viet. c. 125), which 
were repealed by the Inland Bevenue Bep^ Act^ 1870 (33 & 34 Viet. o. 99), 
and re-enacted ^ the Stomp Act, 1870 (33 A 34 Viet c. 97), s. 16 (repealed by 
the Stamp Act 1891 (54 A 55 Viet c. 39). 

(n) An undertaking by the party is not enough ; it must be a personal under* 
taking by the solicitor to stomp tlie document and produce it so stomped before 
the omr is drawn up Oodyardis Qoldfidds, Lid., Be Cannon, Son and Morten 
(Solicitors^ [190^ 1 Ch. 475 ; compare Re Ward, Simmons y. Rose, Weeks r, 
ward (1862), 31 Bsay. 18). The Inland Berenue authorities haye no power to 
velease the soBoitor from his undertsking {Re Codgardie OMfidde, Ltd^, Re 
Cannon, 8m and Mertm {Bdicitors), supra). 

{o) last note and also Rambert y. Cohen (180iB, 4 Esp. 218 ; •Toeoft e. 
1801), 1 East 460; QaUe. Howard (1820), 3 Stark. 3; Brapthwayte w, 
r(1842Xl01L AW.494* 
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swn 1. Cut a document influfficiently stamped may always be shown to a 
Proof of witness for the purpose of refreshing his memory (p) ; and, where it 
Bxecotiooof (ioes not amount to an agreement but, e.g,, merely contains an offer, 
Pocnments, ]^0 looked at though not stamped (g). 

tn§t 712. Where an instrument has been lost there is a presump, 

in^nmiciita. jJqjj jjjat it was properly stamped (r). The burden of proving that 
it was in fact unstamped is on the party objecting (a), and this is 
discharged by showing that at some time at or after execution it 
was unstamped (a), although the burden may be shifted back again 
by showing facts from which a strong presumption arises that it 
was subsequently stamped (b). 

The foregoing rules apply equally where the document is not 
produced after notice to produce (c). 

But w'here it is shown that a lost instrument was in fact 
unstamped, secondary evidence of its contents is inadmissible (d). 

CoiutcnU 713. Where an instrument fulfils two objects, for one of which 
BMiuis. no stamp is required, it is admissible for the purposes of such 
object, although it may be inadmissible, by reason of the lack of a 
stamp, for the other of such objects (e), and, generally, an unstamped 
or insufficiently stamped instrument is admissible to prove collateral 
matters (/). 


(p) Birchdil V. Pulhwgh, t Q- 325. 

(i) CarHll v. Carbolic Smoke liall Co., [1892] 2 Q. B. 484, 490. In Ma$m 
V, Motor Traction Co,, Ltd,, [1905] 1 Ch. 419, wnere an injunction was asked for 
to restrain the defendants from carrying an agreement into effect, and the 
agreement was unstamped, a copy was looked at, not as an agreement, but as 
a document eridoncing the terms upon which the defendants proposed to sell 
their undertaking unless restrained. 

(f) Ji, V. Long 2)uck})y (Inhabitante) (1805), 7 East, 45; Pooley y. Ooodwin 
(1835), 4 Ad. A El, 94 ; Jiari v. HaH (1841), 1 Hare. 1. 

($) Hart y. Uart, aMpra; Cloomadcuc y. Carrel (1856), 18 C. B. 36; Marino 
Jnvtohntni Go, y. HavUide (1872), L, E. 5 H. L. 624. 

(o) Crowiher y. Solomons (1848), 6 0. B. 768; Closmadeuc y. Carrel, supra; 
Marine Im'eaiment Co, y. JIaviside, supra, 

(b) See Closmadeuc y. Carrel, supra, where it was shown that proper steps 
had been taken to stamp the instrument and that the duty had been paid. 

(r) Crisp v. Anderstm (1815), 1 Stark. 35; Crowiher v, Solomons, supra; com- 
pare Uart y. Hart (1841), X Hare, 1 ; Braythwayie y. Hitchcock (1842), 10 
M. & W. 494 ; Arbor y. Fusse^l (1862), 11 W. U. 26. 

id) Even where the instrument was destroyed by the wrongful act of the 
objecting party {Rippiner y. (1819), 2 B. & Aid. 478 ; Smith v. Henley 

(1844), 1 Ph. 391). See Rose y. Clarice (1842), 1 Y. & O. Oh. Cas. 534 ; Blair 
y. Ortnond (1847b 1 Be G. 4t Sm. 428 ; and compare Andrew y. Andrew (1856), 
8 Be G. M. & G. 336, C. A. : Arbor y. Fussell, supra, A fortiori, secondury 
evidence of an unstamped existing document is inadmissible {Hearne y. James 
(1788), 2 Bro. 0. 0. 309; Buai»m y. Ctennsh (1844), 12 M. & W. 426; Yorks 
y. Smith 0851), 21 L. J. (o. B.) 53 ; Akock y, Dsiay (1855), 4 E. A B. 660 ; Ragah 
Venkata Sveta y. Invganii Bhavayyammi Qaru (1899), 15 T. L. E. 475, P. C.). 

(f) MathesKm y. Eos# (1849), 2 ll. L. Cas. 286, where an unstamped document 
purporting to be both a receipt and a statement of account was admitted as a 
itatement of aooount, although inadmissible as a receipt (see also Orey y. Smith 
(1808), 1 Oamp. 387 ; Rutty y. Benihall (1867), L. E. 2 0. P. 488). 

(/) Maiheeon y. Ross, supra, in which case the question as to what matters are 
ooUatml was mnoh discnssed. Lord OorrxraAif , L.0 m states as the principle 
(atp. 30O)ttliat you produce a receipt, not to shew the discharffo of a debtor 

by Ills orsoitor llroiii a partioiilar demaiid, but lor the puiposa ol establishing 
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714. Where the stamp on an instrument has been obliterated, 
the instrument is nevertheless receivable unless it be shown that 
the stamp was insufficient {g). 

715> A party cannot be cross-examined on an instrument 
inadmissible for want or insufficiency of stamp (h). 

Sect. 2. — Proof of Contents oj Documents. 

Sub-Sect. 1 . — Primary Evidence, 

716. When the authenticity of a document which is in possession 
of one of the parties is not in dispute, it is usual to take steps to secure 
the production and admission of it, or evidence of its contents, at the 
trial by means of notices to produce (t) and admit (A:), followed after 
inspection by an agreement between the parties to admit the 
originals if) or copies for the purposes of the trial, saving all just 
exceptions, or by an application for such writ of subpoena {m) or 
order as may be necessary to secure the^ production of the document 
or the admission of a copy of its contents (n). 

Where a document is not in the possession of either of the 
parties, or because its authenticity is in dispute or for some other 
reason it is not possible to secure the admission of it or of an agreed 


fiomo oihor fact different from that of payment of the debt, you may be said to 
produce it for a collateral purpose, but if the matter to be proved is payment of 
money, and the payment is to be proved by the production of a wntton docu- 
ment, the Stamp Acts immediately apply to such document.” Other examples 
are (a) admitted : unstamped note for amount of bribe to prove bribery {Dover v. 
Maeetaer (1803), 5 Esp. 92); unstamped deed of assip^nment, to prove an act of 
bankruptcy {Ponaford v. IVcdton (1868), L. B. 3 0. P. 167; He Goiddwell, Ex 
jtarte Squire ^1868), 4 Oh. App. 47) ; unstamped instrument, to show that the 
transaction with wnich it was connected was a fraud {Keable v. Payne (1838), 
8 Ad. A El. ddd; flolmee y, Sixsmith (1852), 7 Exch. 802; ChiUenden v. Daq 
(1860), 2 P. & F. 77 ; compare Ji, v. Oomj>ertz (1846), 9 Q. B. 824, 839 et $eq.), 
or illeml {Coppock v. Bower (1838), 4 M. & W. 361) ; letter containing an agree- 
ment for making a gun, to prove that another gun had been lent to defendant 
by plaintiff {Ddauney v. Mitchell (1816), 1 Stark. 439) ; imstamped note, to 
prove that at the time the money was lent the party giving it was intoxicated 
{Oregory y, Fraeer (1813), 3 Camp. 454) ; unstamj^ receipt, to prove a contract 
(Evane v. Prothero (1852), 1 De G. M. A G. 572, per Lord St. Leonards, L.0. ; 
contra. Same v. Same (1850), 20 L. J. (CH.) 448, ^ Lord Truro, L.C.) ; 
unstamped bill, to prove its own invalidity {Smart v. y^okee (1844), 6 Man. & G. 
91 1) ; (b) rejected : unstamped note, as an i^nowledgment taking a debt out of 
the Statute of Limitations \Parmiter v. Parmiter (1861), 3 De G. F. A J. 461 ; 
and see, further, title Bills of Exoiianob aiyd Proicissobt Notes, Voh IL, 
p. 576) ; unstamped biU of sale, to prove that a subsequent bill of sale was 
given bond fide {fviniami v. Oerry (1842), 10 M. A W. 296). See also Hawkine 
V. ITarre (1825), 5 Dow. A By. (k. b.) 512, and cases cited in last note. 

(v) Doe d. Fryer v. Coomha (1842), 3 Q. U. 687. 

{h) Baker v. Dale (1858), 1 F. A F. 271 ; Interleaf Publiehing Co, v. PhiHipe 
(1884), Cab. A El. 315. 

(0 B. 8. C., Old. 31, r. 16. 

[k) B. a 0., Ord. 32. rr. 2, 3 ; and see title Practice akd pRocBDuni. 
Bcferonce may also be made to title Discovert etc., Vol. XL, pp. 58 et 
{1) The mere admission of documents does not make them evidence. i hey 
must be formally put in at the trial, and in the Chancery Division must he 
merited by the registrar (H'otson v. SodwM (1878), 11 Oi. D. ISO, 0. A.). 

(m) See p. mri. 

(a) B. a 0., (M 30, r. 7. 

B.U— Xin. T 
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0 ICOT. 2 . copy of it at the trial, it may become necessary not onljr to seenre 
Proof of the production of it, but to give primary evidence that it u authentic. 
Contents of that is to say, to give the best evidence that the document is that 
Oocninents. which it purports to be or is tendered as being (o). The methods 
by which such evidence may in general be given have already been 
considered (p), but in respect of some classes of documents these 
methods may be replaced by some other method which, on grounds 
of public policy, is established either as the best and therefore the 
only method, or as an alternative method, of proving the contents (q), 
and where such method is so establish^ as the best method no 
other can be used until the ground has been laid for giving 
secondary evidence. 

SxJB-SEOTe 2. — Secondary Evident 

Oenerfti rule. 717. In pursuance of the rule that the best evidence obtainable 
must fdwajs be given (r), wherever a document has to be proved it 
must be produced, and secondary evidence of its contents is in 
general inadmissible. This rule is, however, subject to the following 
exceptions ; — 

Eroeptlons. (1) Where a document has been loBt(«) or destroyed (/), secondary 
n) Lost evidence of its contents is admissible (u). The court must first be 

documenti. satisfied that the document existed (a), and that the loss or destruc- 

tion has in tact taken place (1/), although reasonable evidence oi 
this is all that is required (c). Thus, a bond fide and diligent search 

(o) Where the document is a deed or record, this involves the production of 
the orifrinal document, excepting in oases where such production is dispensed 
with. The signature of a surveyor to an estimate under the Metropolis 
Management Acts is some evidence that the document is authentic and that the 
sum named in it has been duly dotormined {Hehman v. Greenwich Dietrici Board 
(1894), 68 J. P. 703, 0. A.). 

ip) See pp. 610, 612, anU, 

\q) Thus, while tho original of a will is rej^rded as primary evidence of the 
declarations of a testator contained in it relating to family history, and may be 
looked at for purposes of oonstruing the wiU (ae Harrieont Turner v. Hmlard 
(1886), 30 Ch. D. 390, 0. A.), it has been said that the only evidence of a wiU 
of pm^nal estate is the probate {Pinney v. Hwd (1677), 6 Ch. D. 98, 100), or 
the register containing an entir of the probate (see p. 563, po^O* ^ the promte 
18 tho only evidence of the title derived through it (Pinney v. IHnney (1828), 8 
11. A 0. 336). So where documents are enrolled pursuant to statute, or are 
entered in a notarial liook, duplicates or copies may become equivalent to 
originals as evidence (see p. 626, pott), 

(r) See p. 420, anf«; Dupuy v. Truman (1843), 2 T. ft 0. Ch. Cas. 341. 

(«) Oooaiery, Lake (1737), 1 Atk. 446; Sattem v. Melhuieh (1754), Amb. 
2^7 ; BuUm v. Miehd (1816), 2 Price, 399, 410 ; Hall v. Daweon (1862), 7 L. T. 
619 ; Sugdm v. Leonarde (^Lord) (No. 2) (1876), 24 W. E. 860. As to obtaining 
probate of a lost will, see title Wiujb. 

(f) Delany v. Tmieon (1768), 3 Bro. Pari. Cas. 669 ; Brandon v. Barlow 
(1866)J3 tl T. 6. 

(u) Even though the contents are required by statute to have been in writing 
(P^d V. /Vice. [190Q 2 K. B. 724). 

(a) Whi^fiM V. Famed (1750), 1 Tee. Sen. 387, 389 ; Adeew v. Poulierers 
Co. 8 Tee. Sen. 89. 

(h) Safism MMuieh, Bupra ; Doc d. Jokneon v. Jokneon (1818), 2 Obit 196; 
Fit* T. BMUe (1837), 8 Mood, ft B. 60; compare Qdchrid v. Herbert (1872), 
20W.B. 348, 

(r) Solfom T. Mdkmiih, mepra; OiJehrid v. JBMeH, empra. Objeotaona as to 
the saAeien^ol the aearoh must be taken at the trial,aad oannot be lataed 
efUnrards (ITflfdHai v. Wileea (1838), 8 Ad- ft tl4)* 
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must have been made in the place where the instrument would 
most properly be found (d), but not necessarily in every possible 
place (e) ; nor need the search have been made recently or for the 
purposes of the cause (/). The question of the sufficiency of the 
search is for the judge (.9)1 and this must vary with the circum- 
stances of each case. Thus, if the document is of considerable 
value (h), or is of recent date (t), or if the party who ought to pro- 
duce it appears to have some interest in withholding it, greater 
diligence must have been shown before secondary evidence can be 
admitted, while if the document is valueless {k) very little search 
will suffice (0, and no search is required where direct proof of the 
destruction or irretrievable loss of the instrument is given (m). 

(2) Secondary evidence is also admissible where it is impossible 
or highly inconvenient to produce the original. This occurs where 
the original is a fixed inscription, such as that on a tombstone (n). 


(d) R. V. Denio {InhahiianU) 7 B. & 0. 620; Hart v. Hart (1841), 1 

1 ; Qreen v. Baiky (1847), 15 Sim. 542 ; R, v. St. Mary'it I$lington{\%o2)^ 

1 W. B. 34 ; R. y. liin^ty Overseers n863], 3 B. & S. 885. This is defined os 
** the place in which, if all persons did tneir auty, the instrnment, if extant, would 
be” (/?. V. Saffron Hill {Inhabitants) (1852), 1 £. & B. 93, per Lord Campbell, 
C.J., at p. 95 ; compare Minshall y. Lloyd (1837), 2 M. & W. 460). Where the 
document belonged to a deceased person, inquiry of his personal renresentatives 
is in general necessary (22. y. Rawden {Inhabitants) (1834), 2 Ad. & £1. 156) ; but 
where the management of his affairs and the custody of his {papers have been 
taken over by his attorney, inquiry of the latter is sufficient, and it is not necessary 
to inquire of the widow {R. y. Piddlehinton {Inhabitants) (1832), 3 B. & Ad. 
460). Where the document is a settlement, inqmry should oe made of all the 
trustees {Doe d. Richards y. (1852), 11 0. B. 1035). For further examples 
of what search is sufficient, which varies in each case, see R, y. Stourbridge 
{Inhabitants) (1828), 8 B. & 0. 96; Pardos v. Price (1844), 13 M. & W. 267; 
it. v. Kenilworth {Inhabitants) (1845), 7 Q. B. 642; Oathercole v. Miall (1846), 
15 M. AW. 319 (search in a public reading room for a newspaper which had 
been sent there held sufficient). 

(e) ” The court must be reasonably satisfied that due diligence has been used ; 
it is not necessary to negative every possibility — ^it is enough to negative every 
reasonable probability— of anythmg being kept bock” {ITOahey v. Alston 
and Sewell (1836), 2 M. & W. 206, per Alderson, B., at p. 214; compare 
Brewster v. Sewell (1820), 3 B. & Aid. 296; Hart v. Hart, supra. 

(/) Fits y. Rabbits (1837), 2 Mood, ft E. 60. In this case a search made 
three years before trial was held sufficient, but it was indicated that a recent 
sejirch would have been more satisfacto^. 

(g) Waldy v. Gray (1875), L. B. 20 Eq. 238 ; compare Fernley y. Worthing^ 
ion (1840), 1 Man. ft G. 491 ; R. v. Braintree (Inhabitants) (1858), 1 £. ft E. 
51. 


{h) Brewster y. Sewell, supra, per Best, J., at p. 303 ; compare Freeman t, 
Arkell (1824), 2 B. ft 0. 494 ; Quitter y. Jorss (1863), 14 0. B. (N. 8.) 747 ; Gully 
y. Exeter {Bishop) (1827), 4 Bing. 290, 298. 

(t) R. y. Hinckley Overseers (1^), 3 B. ft S. 885. 

(At) E.y., a policy of insurance on which a claim has been paid {Breroster ?• 
^^ll,sHpra)i depositions in a prosocution for assault where the grand jury 
has thrown out the bill (Freeman y* Arhdl, supra). 

8 Brewster v. Seweil, supra ; compare Fryman v. Arkdl, supra. 

) Em parte Rasns (1816), 19 Ves. 588, where the document was shown to 
have been stolen from the coach office ; QuiUer v. Jorss, suprOt where the bearer 
of a document was arrested in New York and ^ papers taken from him, all of 
them (except the document in question) being retumed to him ; compare 
Ohamleyr. arundy(\m), 14 0. B. 608; Blackiee.Pminy(mH), 60. B. 196 
Athns y. Owen (1834), 2 Ad. ft £L 35. 

(fi) The Traey Fserays (1843), 10 CL ft Fin. 154, H. L. 
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or an inscription or device on a banner or flag displayed at a public 
meeting (o), or a placard posted on a wall( p). 

Where the document is abroad in the hands of a foreign func* 
tionary who is forbidden to produce it, secondary evidence may be 
given (^), but it seems that an application must first have been 
made to the person having the legal, even though he has not the 
actual, custody of the document, and must be shown to have been 
unsuccessful (r). 

Similarly, where the document is abroad in private hands, 
application must be made to the person in possession of it and the 
purpose for which it is required disclosed (s). 

T^ere, however, the document is filed in an English court, 
secondary evidence is inadmissible (f), except that in certain cases 
office copies are admissible to the same extent as the originals (a). 

Secondary evidence is also admissible where the document is in 
the possession of a person who, by virtue of privilege (b) or otherwise, 
is not compellable to produce it(c), provided that he has been 
served with a notice to produce or suhponia dnccs tecum and expressly 
claims his privilege (d). 

(8) Secondary evidence is admissible in the case of documents 
in the hands of an adversary who fails to produce them after being 
served with a notice to produce (<?). 

Where a document is in the hands of an adversary he must in 
general be served with a notice to produce ; if this is not done, 
secondary evidence of its contents is inadmissible (/). Moreover, 
where a document is proved to have come into the adversary’s 


b) B. V. Ifuid (1820), 3 B. & Aid. 660, 676, 676. 

Brvee v. Nuolopuh (1865), 11 Exch. 129, 131, 133. 

{g) In the Qoodt of Lemmr^ n892] P. 89; In the Qoode of Von Linden, [1896] 
P. U8 (oaseA of wills dep^ited abroad); compare Bumahy v. Baillie (1889), 42 
Ch. D. 282, 291 , 292 (foreign registers of birth ; for such registers, see p. 634, 
|xm0. 

(r) Creepin v. Dogiiotti (1863), 32 L. J. (p. V. & A.) 100. In this case the 
document was filed in a foreign court, but it is apprehended that the principle 
is of general application. 

(•) Boyle v. Trisenian (1866), 10 £xch. 647 ; compare Cretpin v. DogUoni, supra. 
In Bunt y. Jlenyn (1828), 1 Moo. & P. 433, secondary evidence was admitted 
of a bill of exchange in possession of the acceptors (who had paid it) abroad, it 
being treated as lost. 

(f) Wiiiume v. Mtwninge (1824), By. ft M. 18. 

(fl) A.C., office copies are admissible of all documents filed in the High Court 
(B, B. C., Old. 37. r. 4). 

(b) Bee p. 670, ynut. 

M IJihhtrd V. JChighi (1848), 2 Ezoh. 11 ; Newton y. Chaplin (1860), 10 C. B, 
366. Whem the document is in the hands of the person's solicitor, who refuses 
to produce it, it is not necessary to serve the client with a subpoena daces tecum 
if he attends on ordinary subpoma and refuses production (ibid,) ; compare Ikte 
d. Xc4Cf*if)6r V. difvrd (1847), 2 Car, ft £ir. 448. Bee also, for the rule stated in 
the test, Marston v. Downes 1 Ad. ft £1. 31 ; B. v. Lsatham (1801), 3 

E. ft £. 668 ; and see Cotke v. Maxwell (1817), 9 Stark. 183 (document excluded 
on ground of public policy). 

(d) Uoyd y. Mastyn (1842). 10 M. ft W. 478. 

M if. y. Watson (1768). 2 Term Be^ 199, 201 ; Sharps y. £«iii6 (1840), 11 Ad. 
ft £1. 805. 

(/) if. y. Doran (1791), 1 Esp. 127; Dwyer v. CdUns (1862), 7 Exch. 639 ; 
Ccodsnd y. Aemtur (1842), 3 Q. B, 966; Bate y. Kinsey (1834), 1 0.M.ft E 38. 
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hands, the opposite party cannot give evidence of its loss or 
destruction until be has served a notice to produce (g). 

A party who has served a notice to produce a document will not 
be entitled to give secondary evidence of it, unless he establishes 
at the trial that it was at the time of the service of the notice in 
the possesf'ion of the person on whom the notice was served, or 
of some agent or other person on his behalf over whom the party 
served has some authority and from whom be could obtain the 
document (A). 

But a notice to produce is not necessary where the document is 
itself a notice which has been served upon the adversary (i), such 
as a notice of dishonour in an action on the bill (j), a notice to quit 
in an action of ejectment (/c)» or a notice of assignment in an action 
by an assignee of a debt (Q, or is an instrument in the nature 
of a notice (m), or where the possession of the document by the 
defendant forms the basis of the action so that the action itself acta 
as a notice (n), as when the action is in trover for the document (o), 
or in contract for non-delivery of the document (p), or in a 
prosecution for larceny of the document (q). 
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(g) d. Phillif>8 v. MorrU (1835), 3 Ad. & El. 46. 

Ut\ Lloyd V. Moityn (1842), 10 M. & W. 4T8 ; Partridge v. Coatee (1824), Ry. 
A M. 153, 156 ; Burton v. Payne (1827), 2 C. & P, 520 ; Baldney v. /?f<cA»e(l81(i), 
1 Stark. 338 ; Sinclair v. Stevenson (1824), 1 C. & P. 582 ; Taplin v. Atty (1825), 3 
Bing. 164 ; Suter v. Burrell (1858), 2 H. & N. 867 ; MaHin v. Bell (1816), I Staik. 
413 ; Parry v. May and Morret (1833), 1 Mood. & E. 279 ; Kvana v. j8u;id(1824), 
Hy. & M. 83 ; Knufht v. Martin (1819), Oow, 103. As to what is evidenco of a docu- 
ment coming within the hands of a i^rty, sec Henry y. Leigh (1813), 3 Camp. 499. 

(t) On the ground that it is not necessary to give any other notice to the 
defendant than that which is given by the proceedings, the defendant l>eing 
fruSiciently warned by the issue that the plaintiff means to give secondaiy 
evidence of the contents of the notice unless the defendant produces it himself^* 
(Robinson v. Brown (1846), 3 C, B. 754, Maule, J., at p. 762). 

(j) Kine V. Beaumont (1822), 3 Brod. & Bing. 288 ; Swain v. Lewie (1835), 4 
li. J. (ex.) 249 ; Lanuuze v. Palmer (1827), Mood. AM. 31 ; Robineon v. Brown^ 
supra; compare Colling v. Treweek (1827), 6 B. A C. 394. Langdon v. Hulls 
(1804), 5 Ksp. 156, cannot now bo upiield. 

(^) Doe d. Fleming v. Somerton (1815), 7 Q. B. 58; compare Philiimn v. 
Chase (1809), 2 Camp. 110 ; Colling v. Treweek^ supra. 

U) Surtees v. Huliard (1802), 4 Esp. 203. 

(m) In Colling v. Treweek^ supra^ this rule was extended to the case of an 
attorney*8 bill, which was held to amount to a notice, and it was said by 
Bay LEY, J., at p. 400, that Philipson v. Chase^ $upra-^& similar case— was 
to be supported on this ground, although not decided thereon ; and see 
also Aridersof^ v. May (1800), 2 Bos. A P. 237). It is submitted that Gottjeb 
V. Danvers (1796), 1 E^. 455, where the document in question was a notice 
that certain worx was unsatisfactory and requiring it to be taken down, really 
falU under this head. In Grove v. Ware (1817). 2 Stark. 174, which wss an 
action against a surety, the document was a notice to psy, but it was held that 
a notice to produce was necessary, as the document was not a mere notice, but 
a statement of account between the plaintiff and the principal debtor. 

(n) Haw V. Hedl (1811), 14 East, 274, per Le Bjuano, J., at p. 277 ; compare 
B. V. Elworthy (1867), J*. E. 1 C. C. E. 103, per Kelly, O.B., at p. 105. 

(c) Bueher v. JarraU (1802), 3 Bos. A P. 143; How v. Hall, eupra; ScoU v. 
Jones (1813), 4 Taunt. 8^ ; B. v. Elworthy, supra; compare B. v. Moors (1801), 
cited 6 East, 419, n., 421, n. ; Colling v. treumh, supra ; Read v. Oamhls (1835), 
4 Nev. A M. (k. b.) 433. 

(P) Jolley V. Taylor (1801), 1 Osmp. 143. 

(^) B. V. Elworthy, eupra, Secus, where a pereon is indicted for perjury 
in eweahng that a document never existed (ibid,). 
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lu an action by a seaman for his wages no notice to produce the 
ship's articles is required (r), and a seaman need never give notice 
to produce his agreement (a). 

Notice to produce the original is also unnecessary where the 
document sought to be put in is a counterpart original (/), or 
perhaps even a copy made contemporaneously (a). 

Where a proper notice to produce has been served and a new 
trial is subsequently ordered, a fresh notice is unnecessary (h). 

A notice to produce must be in writing (c), and served between 
certain hours (d) within a reasonable time before trial (e) upon the 
party or his solicitor (/). 

The notice must specify the documents required to be produced 
with reasonable particularity ($r). 

Sub-Sect. 3, — Copies of Public DocumenU* 

718. The above-mentioned rules as to secondary evidence apply 
only to private documents. Wherever an original document is of 


fr) Bouman v. Manxelman (1809), 2 Camp. 316. 

(«) Merchant Shipping Act, 1894 (67 & 68 Yict. o. 60), & 123 ; see, further, 
title SnippiNo AND Navigation. 

(() ** 1( there are two contemporary writings, the counterparts of each other, 
one of which is delivered to the opposite party and the other preserved, as they 
may both be coiisidered as originals and they have equal claims to authenticity, 
the one which is preserved may be received in evidence without notice to 
produce the one which was delivered** {Philipaon v. Chase (1809), 2 Camp, lip, 
per Ijord Kllendoiiougu, C.J., at p. Ill ; see, os to this case, note (m), p. 621, 
ante; Snrteeay, Hubbard (1802), 4 l^p. 203 ; compare Kine v. (1822), 3 

llrod. & lUug, 288 ; Cdling v. Treweek (1827), 6 n. & C. 394, 398 ; Houghton v. 
Koenig (1846), 3 C. B. 7641. There was formerly some confusion between cases of 
counterparts and cases of notices (see Jorg v. Orchard (1799), 2 Bos. & P. 39), 
but the distinction is now well established. 

(а) See Kine v. Iteaumont, supra, per Dallas, C.J., at p. 291 ; Philipaon v. 
Chase, supra ; Ootlieb v. Danvers (1790), 1 Esp. 466. 

(б) Hmie v. Beadon (1851). 17 Q. B. 609. 

(c) R, 8. C., Ord. 60, r. 1 ; for form, see ilnd,, App. B, No. 14. 

(d) For these, see R. S. C., Ord. 64, r. 11, For proof of service, see B. S. C., 
Ord. 32, r. 8. 

(f) IJogd T. Mostun (1842), 10 M. & W. 478. This is a question for the judge 
(fhtd., at p. 484). In Doe a. Wariney v. Qretf (1816), 1 Stark. 283, service on 
the wife of the defendant's attorney at his lodgings on the evening before trial 
was held insutiicient. 

(^/ ) Bee lAogd v. Mostgfi, supra^ where notice was served on a party's present 
solicitor to produce a document which was in possession of his former solicitor, 
and the notice was held ^ood on the ground that the latter could be compelled 
by the party to produce it (see Doe d. irurtncy y. (/tw. supra), 

(g) The proper course appears to be as far as posaitde in drawing the notice 
to rmer to the descriptions of documents given in tho affidavit of documents 
on wMoh the notice is generally founded (see Anon, (1899), 44 Sol. Jo. 96). 
The following notices have been aeld too vague : ** All the plaintiffis* books of 
account containing entries of dcaliugs between them and the defendant for 
Beptember, 1896, and also all letters written by the defendant or any other 
pemm to the plaititillii relating to relevant matters" (ibid,); **IietterB and 
copies of letters, also all books twting to this cause " (Jonm v. JSdaoards (1826), 

4t Yo. 139) ; ** AR letters, papers, and documents touching or concerning 
the bill of exehimge mentioned in the dedaratkm and the debt sought to be 
seoovered " (Francs v. Lacy (1826), 4 IL Ml). 
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a public nature, and would of itself be evidence if produced from 
the proper custody, certain kinds of copies of Ike document are 
admissible in evidence (/t). And by virtue of statutory provisions 
a number of documents can now be proved by means of copies 
of a prescribed kind. To be admissible in evidence such copies 
must fall under one or other of the five following heads ; — 
(i.) Exemplifications; (ii.) Office copies; (iii.) Examined copies; 
(iv.) Certified copies; (v.) Copies printed by the King's printers 
or under the superintendence or authority of His Majesty’s 
Stationery Office or in the Gazette (ft), or by the printer to either 
House of Parliament. 


(i.) Exemplijicationi, 

719. An exemplification is a copy of a record of a court either 
under the Great Seal or under the seal of the court where the 
record is (2). Exemplifications are rarely used in modern practice, 
as judgments of the High Court are generally now proved by 
office copies (m). 


(ii.) Office Copies, 

720. Office copies are copies of documents in the custody of a 
superior court made and authenticated by an officer of the court, 
who is intrusted with the power of furnishing copies (n). Such 
copies were before the Judicature Acts evidence without proof that 
they bad been actually examined, if they were tendered in evidence 
in the same court and in the same cause, and were in such cases 
regarded as equivalent to the record itself (o). And now office 
copies of all writs, records, pleadings and documents filed in the 
High Court of Justice are admissible in evidence in all causes and 
matters and between all persons or parties to the same extent as 
the original would be admissible (p). 

All copies, certificates, and other documents appearing to be 
sealed with a seal of the Central Office of the Supreme Court are 
to be presumed to be office copies or certificates or other documents 
issued from the Central Office and, if duly stamped, may be received 
in evidence, and no signature or other formality, except the sealing 
with a seal of the Central Office, is to be required for the authenti- 
cation of any such copy etc. (g). 


(A) This is a common law nile [Lynch v. Clerhe 3 Salk. 154) enacted 

I'y fttatute; see Evidence Act, 1851 (14 & 15 Viet & 99), & 14. As to what is 
a pnblio document, see p. 525, 

(4;) /.r., the liondon, the ]^inburgh or the Dublin Gazette (Documentaty 
Evidence Act. 1888 (31 & 32 Viet c. 37), s. 5). 

(0 BuUer, Kid Piius, 226. Bee Sidney SmiUi, Chancery Practice, 7th ed., 
888 ; 1 Seton’s Judgments and Orders, 195. 

(m) R. S. a. Old. 37. r. 4. 

(n) Gilbert on Evidence, 6th ed., 19. 

(«>) Dsssn d. Lucas v. Fulford (1761), 2 Burr. 1177, 1181 ; Jaded Boyle 
V. Kieman (1640), 2 Jebb & S. 231. 

ip) R. 8. 0., Old. 37, r. 4. 

( 7 ) R. 8 . 0., Old. 61, r. 7. There are alee a oumber of etaialee whkdi make 
offioe coysm of documenta filed in the Supreme Court admiaathle in evidencei 
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(Hi.) Examined Oopm. 

121. An examined copy is a copy of a document wJiich 9 witness 
swears he has compared with the original, or with what the oflScer 
of the court which has custody of the original or any other person 
read as the contents of the original, and which copy the witness 
swears is correct (r). Such copies ore admissible in evidence in 
all cases where the original is a public document (s), and in 
many other cases where such copies are made admissible by 
statute (t). Before such a copy can be read in evidence it must be 
proved that the original came from the proper place of deposit or 
out of the hands of the officer in whose custody it was kept (a). 

(iv.) Certified Copies. 

722. Copies of records in the Public Record OfiSce in the custody 
of the Master of the Rolls may be made at the request and cost of 
any person desirous of procuring the same ; any copy so made is 
to be examined and certified as a true and authentic copy by the 
deputy keeper of the records, or one of the assistant record keepers, 
and sealed and stamped with the seal of the Record Office; every 
copy so certified and purporting to be sealed or stamped with such 
seal is admissible in evidence without any further or other proof 
thereof in every case in which the original record could have been 
received in evidence ( 6 ). 

A copy of a public document or an extract therefrom is 
admissible in evidence, provided it purports to be signed and 
certified as a true copy or extract by the officer to whose custody 
the original is intrusted (c). There are a great number of statutes 
making admissible in evidence copies of particular documents 
certifi^ by officials who have the custody of the originals (d). 

If by any statute a certified copy of any document is made 
admissible in evidence, the copy is to be admitted, provided it 
purports to be sealed or impressed with a stamp, or sealed and 
signed, or signed alone as required, or impressed with a stamp and 
signed as directed by any such statute, without any proof of the 


m 2 Taylor on Evidonoo, 10th ed., p. 1163. As to office copies of documents 
in the probate registry, see Probate Buies (Non-Contentious), 1862, rr. SO, 81 ; 
Matrimonial Causes Buies, 1865, rr. 119, 120. 

(r) Reid ▼. Maryison (1808), 1 Camp. 469; Gyles v. IliU (1809), 1 Camp. 
471, D. ; Rdf V. Dari (1809), 2 Taunt. 52 ; R, ▼. M JGonald (1841), Arm. M. ft 6. 
112; R, ?. JJuyhes (18;)9), 1 Craw, ft D. 13; but see as to peerage cases. The 
Shme Peerage (1835), 5 Cl. ft Fin. 23, 42, H. K An examined copy must not 
contain abbreviations which are not in the original (IL v. Christian (1842), 
Car. ft M. 388). 

is) Evidence Act, 1851 (14 ft 15 Yict c. 99), s. 14. 

(<) See p. 539, post. 

(а) Adamthwane v. Synge (1816), 1 Stark. 183 ; Doe d. Amndd (Lord) v* 
Fowler (1850), 14 Q. IV 700. 

(б) ihiblic Hecord Office Act, 1838 (1 ft 2 Tict o. 94), ss. 12, 13. 

(r) Evident Ao^ 1851 (14 ft 15 Viet o. 99), a. 14. If su^ a copy is not 
pfo^rly oertiSed, it may oe proved by viva rose evidence to be an examined 
oopy (it ?. JlfaittMiriMe(i856), Dears, ft £. 132, C. 0. E.). 

(4) Sea 2 Tkylor on Evidence, 10th ed., p. 1153, to a list of such statutes. 
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teal or stRinp or official cliaraotor of tlio porson appoanng to havo 
signed the same (e). 

(▼•] Copies printed hy Public Authority. 

723. Acts of Parliament and certain other official dooumentB 
are proved by copies printed by public authority (/). 

Sub-Sect. 4,— Proo/ of Particular Public or Official Documents, 

(i.) Statutes, Parliamentary Proceedings, and Orders, 

724. Public statutes are judicially noticed and no proof of them 
is required (^). 

The same is the case with local, personal, and private Acts which 
were passed since January Ist, 1851 (/i), or which, though passed 
before that date, contained a declaration that they are to be treated 
as public (i). 

Local, personal, and private Acts passed before January 1st, 1851, 
which do not contain a declaration that they are to be treated as 
public, are proved by a copy purporting to be printed by the King’s 
printers (k), or under the superintendence or authority of His 
Majesty’s Stationery Office (Z). 

725. Proclamations, orders, and regulations issued by the King, 
the Privy Council, the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, or a Government 
department are most conveniently (m) proved by a copy of the 
Gazette («) purporting to contain them (o), or by a copy purporting 
to be printed by the Government printer (o), or under the superin- 
tendence or authority of Ilis Majesty’s Stationery Office (p), or by 
a certified copy or extract (q). 


(ej Evidence Act, 1845 (8 & 9 Viet. c. 113J, s. 1; eee R. v. Parsons (180r»), 
L. U. 1 C. 0. R. 24. As to the proof of a convictiou or acquittal by a certified 
copy, see Evidence Act, 1851 (14 & 15 Viet. o. 991, s. 13; Criminal Procedure 
Act, 1865 (28 & 29 Viet. c. 18), Bs. 1, 6 (re-enacting Common Law Procedure 
Act, 1851 (17 & 18 Viet. c. 125), s. 25) ; Prevention of Crimes Act, 1871 (34 A 35 
Viet, c. 112), 8. 18; R, v. Parsons, supra; Richardson v. Willis (1873), L. U. 8 
Exch. 69. 

(y ) See infra, 

ig) See p. 485, ante. The Parliament Boll may bo inspected to teat the nccumcy 
of any print produced (see H, v. Jef cries (1721), 1 Stra. 446; Pricey, Hollis 
(1813\ 1 M. 4 S. 105). 

(5) See Btat. (1850) 13 & 14 Viet. c. 21, a. 7, which provides that such Acts 
are to be deemed public Acts in the absence of express provision to the con- 
trary. Acts in which such provision to the contrary is inserted must of course 
be proved in the ordinary way by copy. 

(n Bcaunumi v. Mountain (1834), 10 Bing. 404 ; Rrett v. Beales (1830), 10 
B. 4 C. 608. ia no longer law on this point. 

{k) Lord Brougham^a Evidence Act, 1845 (8 A 9 Viet. c. 113), a. 3. 

(f) Documentary Evidence Act, 1882 (j^ A 46 Viet c. 9), a. 2 ; compare Re 
Yarmouth and Ventnor Rail, Co,, [1871] W. N. 236; examined copies are also 
admiaaible ; as to these, see p. 524, ante, 

(m) But this evidence ia only facie, and, where necessary, examined 

copies should be produced. 

(a) This induaes the London, the Edinburgh, and the Dublin Oazettee 
(Documentary Efideuoe Act, 1868 (31 A 32 Viet. o. 37), s. 5). 

(o) Ibid,, 8 . 2 (1). (2). 

(p) Docmentary Evidence Act, 1882 (45 A 46 Viet c. 9), e. 2. Those pro- 
visKina apply to copies printed in the same way in Ireland (ibid,, s. 4). 

(V) In cases cl proclamations etis. ususd hj the King or the Privy Ociiincil» 
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8 E 0 T. 1 726. Bye-law s are generally made provable in some mrticular 

Proof of manner by the statute under which they are made (r). Where no 
Contents of gueh provision exists proof must be given of the fulfilment of the 
Docnments. conditions precedent to the validity of the bye-laws, or such 
Oye-lawa. fulfilment may be presumed from sufficiently long use. 


or the Ijord Lioutonant of Ireland or his Privy Council, the copy or extracts must 
be certified by the clerk to the Privy Council or one of the lords thereof, and 
in the case of proclamations etc. by Government departments officers, by the 
various officers respectively mentioned in the schedule to the Documentary 
Kvidence Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Viet o. 37), as altered by subsequent legislation. 
This schedule now stands as follows : — 

Column I. Column II. 


(Name of Department or Officer.) (Name of Certifying Officers.) 

The Cummissionora of the Treasury. Any Commissioner, Secretary, or Assis- 
tant Secretary of the Treasury. 

The CommiHsionors for executing Any of the Commissioners for executing 
the office of Lord High Admiral. the office of liord High Admiral, or 

either of the Secretaries to the said 
Commissioners. 

Secretaries of State . Any Secretary or Under-Secretary of 

State. 


Committee of Privy 
Board of Trade. 


The late Poor-law Board (abolished 
by liocal Oovonmiont Board Act, 
1871 (34 & 33 Viet. c. 7u), s. 2). 

The lioeul Government Board (Ijocal 
Oovornment Board Act, 1871 (34 
& 35 Viet. c. 70), s. 6. See, also, 
Public Health Act, 1875 (38 & 39 
Viet c. 55), ss. 130, 135, 297 (7); 
end Public Health (Ireland) Act, 
1878 (41 A 42 Viet c. 62), s, 265). 

Board 01 Bduciitioii (Ibmrdof IMuca- 
tion Act, 1899 (62 & 63 Vict 
c. 33) ) (formerly the IMucation 
Departinont (Klementary Educa- 
tion Act, 1870 (33 & 34 Vict 
c. 75), B. 83). 

The Postmaster-Oonoral (Post Office 
Act, 1908 (3 12<lw.7. c, 48) ). 

A Secretary of Stale acting under 
The Artillery and Rifle Ranges 
Act. 1885’* (48 A 49 Vict. o. 30). 
s. 6 ; and Drill Grounds Act, 1880 
(49 A 60 Vict, 0. 5). 

Th»^ Ikiard of Agriculture andl 
Fisheries (Documentary Evidenod 
Act, 1895 (58 Vict o. 9), s. 1). 


Council for Any Member of the Committee of Privy 
Council for Trade or any Secretary or 
Assiataut Secretary of the said Com- 
mittoe. 

Any Commissioner of the Poor-law Board, 
or any Secretary or Assistant Secretary 
of the said Board. 

Any Memlier of the liOcal Government 
Board, or any Secretary or Assistant 
Secretary of that Board. 


Any Member of the Education De] art- 
mciP, or any Secretary or Assistant 
Secretary of that Department, or the 
Board, or a Secretary or person autho- 
rised by the President or some memlior 
of the Board to act on behalf of a 
Secretary. 

Anv Secretary or Assistant Secretary of 
the Post Office. 

Any of His Majesty's Principal Secre- 
taries of State. 


The President, Secretary, or any member 
of the Board, or any person authorised 
by the Piesident to act on behalf of the 
SiMrets^. 

No proof of the handwriting or official position of the oertifying officer ii 
reouired (Documentary Evidmioe Act, 1868 (31 A 32 Vict. c. 37), s. 2 (3) }. 

(r) As to bye-laws made by companies and railways, see titles Coif PAirnES* 
y« : Rjulways axu Oakals. As to bye-laws made by municipal corpora- 
tions, SOS Hobiimm v. Grmry, [1905] 1 K. B. 634, and tttle Local QovBair- 
MKNT ; or by other public health authorities, see title Poauo Hkaltr. As to 
bje-laws lor open spaces, see tills Ofbit Sfaobs. Bye-lavs of a county oouneU 
must be proved by a copy sc al e d with the eonncil's seel, see TimMit v. Fmm 
0910), l&L. 7.183. 
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727. The journals of either House of Parliament are proved by 
copies purporting to be printed by the printer to either House (a), 
and are admissible as evidence of the facts relating to parliamentary 
procedure therein recorded (b). 

(ii.) Foreign Judgmenli and Acts of Stats. 

728. Proclamations, treaties, and other acts of state of a foreign 
state or British colony, and judgments, and other judicial proceed- 
ings of foreign (r) or colonial (d) courts, and affidavits, pleadings, 
and other legal documents filed or deposited in such courts, may be 
proved by examined (e) or authenticated (/) copies (,^). 

For the purposes of the Extradition Act, 1870 (fe), foreign war- 
rants, depositions, convictions etc. are provable by authenticated 
copies (t). Under this provision, the depositions are admissible even 
though neither taken in the presence of the accused nor in relation 
to the particular charge upon which extradition is demanded (A;). 

Various statutory provisions have been made as to the admissibility 
and proof of depositions etc. taken abroad (/). 

(ill.) Ancient Pnb/ie Surveys, Inquisitions, and Assessments, 

729. A public document embodying the results of a public 
inquiry or public act made or done by a public officer is evidence 


(a) Evidence Act, 18^6 (8 & 9 Viet. c. 113), s. 3. No proof is necessary that 
such copies were in fact so printed (ibid.), 

A.--0, V. Bradiauah (1886), 14 Q. B. D. 667, 0. A. 

(c) For the effect in England of judgments given by foreign courts, see title 
Conflict or Laws, Vol. II., np. 281 et seq. 

(d) This extends to all British possessions but not to Scotland. As to proof of 
colonial statutes, see S, v. Brixton Prison {Oovernor), Ex parte Perciial (1907), 
71 J. P. 148, and p. 492, ante, 

(0 As to examined copies, see Mottram v. Eastern Counties Bail, Co, (1869), 7 
C. B. (n. 8.) 68. 

(/) The authenticated copy of an act of state must purport to be sealed with 
the seal of the state or colony to which the original document belongs ; the 
authenticated c(my of a judgment etc. or affidavit etc. in the court of any 
foreign state or Biitish colony must purport either to be sealed with the seal of 
the court to which the original documout belong, or if the court has no seal, to 
be signed by the judge or one of the judges of the court, who must attach to 
his signature a statement in writing on the copy that the court has no soal 
(Evidence Act, 1861 (14 & 16 Vict c. 99), a. 7 ; see 76? Betts' Patent (1862), I 
Moo. P. 0. C. (n. s.) 49, 62; Leishman v. Cochrane (18(^), 1 Mwn P. C. 0. 
(n. 8.) 316; Laibl v. Strampjer (1867), 16 L. T. 720; Cavan v. Stewart (1816), 
1 Stark. 526. 


(sr) The Evidence Act, 1851 (14 A 16 Vict. c. 99), s. 7. This Act contains 
(a 10) provisions as to proof of Irish documents in England (see Be MahorCs 
Trsui (1862). 9 Hare. 469). 

(A) 33 A M Vict 0 . 62. See also the Extradition Act, 1873 (36 A 37 Vict 
c. 60), B. 4. 

(t) Extradition Act, 1870 (33 A 34 Vict o. 62), s. 14 ; and see B, v. iJam 
(1882), 9 Q. B. D. 93. The provisions as to authentication are oontaiuod in s. 16. 
See t&e ExTEADixioir and Fuoitivb Offbndebs. 

(k) Be Counkaye hm), L. B. 8 a B. 410. 

(0 The statutes deal mostly with the method of taking evidence on cominls- 
non in certain esses, snd are dealt with elsewhere (see p. pc^l). In pro- 
ceedings muder the F^tive Offenders Act, 1831 (44 A 46 Tact c. 69), s. 29, 
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of the truth of such facts therein stated as are within the scope of 
the inquiry (m). 

Thus, records or conveyances relating to Crown property (n), 
records directly affecting the revenues of the Crown (n), and surveys 
of Crown property mode for public purposes (o), are public docu- 
ments in this sense, and the same applies to records in the Exchequer 
of acts done by officers of the Crown in assertion or derogation of 
the King’s title ( p), returns to a commission directing an inquiry 
as to Crown lands (q), an ancient extent of Crown lands (r), accounts 


duly auiheniioated copies of depositions are admissible. See title Extraditio:! 
AND Fugitive Offenders. 

(tn) The limits within which the documents dealt with in this sub>section are 
admissible are laid down by Lord Blaokburn in Sturla v. Frtccia (1880), 6 
Apn. Oas. 623, at p. 643 : ** It should be a public inquiry, a public document, 
anu made by a public officer. I do not think that * public ’ there is to be taken 
in the sense of meaning the whole world. I think an entry in the books of a 
manor is public in the sense that it concerns all the people interested in the manor. 
And an entry probably in a corporation book concerning a corporate matter, or 
something in which all the corporation is concerned, would be public within that 
sense. But it must be a public document, and it must be made by a public 
officer. 1 understand a public document there to mean a document that is made 
for the purpose of the public making use of it, and being able to refer to it. It 
is meant to bo whore there is a judicial, or gruosi-judicial, duty to inquire, as 
might be said to be the case with the bishop acting under the writs issued by 
the Crown. That may be said to be ^fi/Mt-itidicial. He is acting for the public 
when that is done; but I think the very object of it must be that it should be 
made for the purpose of being kept public, so that the persons concerned in it 
may 1 ate access to it afterwanls.** See this oa^o explained in Mtr> tr v. Dfune, 
[1905] 2 Oh. 538, 0. A. ; and compare North Staffordshire Rail. Co, v. Hanfey 
Corporation (1909), 73 J. P. 477, 0. A, ; and sec, further, Daniel v. Wilkin 
(1852), 7 Exch. 429, per Paukb, B., at p. 437. Note that coses falling 
under this bead must not bo confused with cases of entries by doceasoi persons 
made in course of private duty : the latter are private, not public documents. 
As to them, soe p. 461, ante; Short v. Lee (1821), 2 Jac. & W. 464, seems to 
be a case of that kind. 

{u) Aferctr v, Denne^ enpra, per Vaughant WiLUAMS, L.J., at p, 556 ; 
compare Stnrla v. Freccia^ lupra; Boaufort (Duke) v. Smith (1849), 4 Exch. 
450 ; Daniel v. FFiWrin, supra; Rowe v. Urenton (1828), 8 B. & u. 737, cited in 
note (^, ifsfra ; Newcastle (Ddce) v. Broxtowe Hundred (1832), 4 B. & Ad. 273. 

(o) ^ Smith V. Browniow (Earl) (1870), L. B. 9 Eq. 241, survey of manor 
belonging to the Duchy of Cornwall held admissible as evidence of the boundaries 
and cuHtoms of the manor ; compare Beaufort (Duke) v. Smith, supra ; Daniel 
V. Wilkin, softra ; Manchester Vorpimition v, Ly<ms (1882), 22 Ch. D. 287, 
239, C. A. Oener^y , all documents coming under this head which relate to the 
possessions or revenues of the Duohiee of Cornwall and Lancaster are admissible 
as public documents owing to the sp^al interest which the Crown has in the 
duchies; see Rotve v. Brtnion, enpra, in which case (Ha grant by Edward II. 
to Piers de Qaveston of the County of Cornwall, and the confirmation thereof ; 

i 2) accounts relating to the Duchy of Cornwall produced from the King's 
tomembranoer s office; (3) a roll called an Assession Boll containing accotuit<i 
of acts done by oommissionerB appointed in 7 Edward IIL (1333) by the Earl 
of Cornwall ; and ( 4 ) ancient leases and grants of duchy landa by the Duke of 
Cionwall, were admitted (compare Rrieco v. Lomax (18^), 8 Ad. & EL 198; 
Blandy^Jmkuw v. Dunravm (kurl) (1898), 62 J. P. 661]^ 

( p) Mercer v. Dmne^ mipra^ per VAUGiuir WiLLUits, L. J., at p. 558. 
ifl) Rowe V. BrenUmj eupra, 

(r) Bom V. Breatoit, si^ra. This document was found in the prorar office, 
end purported to have bew taken by a steward of the King's lands, ^e com- 
mission under which it was taken could not be found, but it was presumed to 
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of receivers-general and other Grown officers («), but not to documents Bhot. s. 

made on behalf of the Crown for merely temporary or private (t) Proof of 

purposes, such as a survey of Walmer Castle taken by direction of Contents of 
the Lord Warden of the Cinque Forts, or an estimate made by the Docnments. 
King’s engineer for the repair of Walmer Castle (a), or depositions 
taken in an information by the Attorney-General against persons 
claiming to be entitled to the manor of Walmer for suffering the 
destruction of a sea wall betwMn the sea and Walmer Castle (6). 

These cases must be distinguished from those of documents 
operating inerely as admissions by the Grown, which are evidence 
only as against the Crown or persons claiming under it (c). 

730. The following are further instances of documents held to oiAer 
fall within the rule a^ve stated : — Documents drawn up by public *?*“?«* 
commissioners (d), surveyors (e), valuers (/), customs house dooumenifc 


have been taken under a proper authority. Coneidering that this document 
was found in the proper office, and that it would have been a breach of duty in 
the person having the custody of that office to admit any extent not duly taken, 
1 think we must, at this distance of time, presume mat it was taken under 
com|)eteut authority. The stat. 4 Edw. 1 says that extents are to be taken, not 
by whom. I therefore think it was the duty of each steward under the Crown 
to take extents from time to time of the lands under his care** per 

Bayley, J., at p. 749). For another example, see Doe d, William IV, v. RoherU 
(1844), 13 M. & W. 620, 633. 

(«) Doe d. William IV, v. RoherU^ etipra; A,-G, v. JTotham {Lord) (1823), 
Turn. & R. 209. 


(C See, for example, Beaufort {Vuke) v. Smith (1849), 4 Exch. 460 ; and see 
Phillipa V. Hudson (1867), 2 Ch. App. 243, where a survey of a Crown manor 
made under order of the Crown was held to have been “ a survey made for the 
purposes of the Crown and just the same as if it had been a survey made by a 
private owner,** and therefore inadmissible in an action by copyholders against 
the lord. See also Evans v. Toyfor (1838), 7 Ad. & El. 617, where a survey of a 
manor belonging to the Duchy of Lancaster produced from the duchy office 
was held insdnussible, it not being shown to nave b^n made for any public 
purpose. Sed quare, whether on the facts this objection is correct; the 
document was in any event inadmissible, as the scope of the inquiry does not 
appear to have been reasrded. 

(a) Mercer v. Define, [19051 2 Ch. 538, C. A. ; such documents, if not otherwise 
admissible, are not admissible as entri^ by a deceased person (as to which see 


p. 463, ante) (ibid,), 

(b) Mercer v. Denne, supra, 

(c) E.y., Irish Society {Governors etc.) v. Derry (Bishop) 12 Cl. & Fin. 

641, H. L. (surrender made by a former bishop to the Crown of all livings 
in Londonderry, followed by a grant of such livings by the Crown and two 
letters from the thrown, recognising this grant, admits). And as to admissions 
generally, see p. 456, ante. 

(d) E.g., unoer the Tithe Commutation Acts {Qiffard v. Williams (1869), 38 

L. J. (ch.) 697, 604) ; J.-G. v. Antrobus, [1905] 2 Oh. 188, 193M94 (tithe maps 
and awaru; ^stinguish Wilber/orce v. Hearfield (1877), 6 Ch. D. 709, note (•), 
p. 631, posj) ; the Statute of Sewers, 23 Hen. 8, c. 6 (1631-2) (R. v. Leigh (1840), 
10 Ad. m. 398 ; New Romney Corporation v. New Ri/mney (Commissioners of 
Setoers), [1892] 1 Q. B. 840) ; the (hiantable Trusts (Recovery) Act, 1891 (64 A 66 
Viet. c. 17), s. 6; the Merchant Shipping Act, 1864 (17 A 18 Viet. c. 104), 
8. 18 (see The Little Lizzie (1870), L. B. 3 A. A E. 66); in Doe d. Chetham^ 
Strode v. Seaton (1834), 2 Ad. A £L 171, assessments by (Jommissioners of Land 
Tax ^wing that at a certain date proper^ was assessed in a certain name, 
weie to show that the propeky at that date belonged to a person of 


(s), (/) For notes (e) and {/) see next page. 
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sbot. 3. searchers (^) appointed under statute or otherwise; Domesday 
Proof of Book (h) ", returns made by a bishop in obedience to Exchequer 
Contents of writs (t) ; entries made by a bishop on his visitation, if he had a 
Docnmenta right to make them (A:) ; collations from the bishop’s registry ({); 

inquisitions taken under a commission of lunacy (m), and recitals 
in orders drawn up by a master in lunacy (n) ; public surveys 
taken under an order of the Grown (o) or the Commonwealth (p) ; 
the taxation of Pom Nicholas made in 1291 (q) ; an inquisition on 
the writ of ad quod damnum made in 87 Edward IlL (r) ; extracts 
from hundred rolls taken by special commissioners in 8 Edward 1. (s) ; 
presentments in a manor court setting forth the bounds of the 
manor (<). 

In the case of a return to a royal commission, the document is 
not admissible unless signed and sealed by the Commissioners (u). 


that name ; compare Newcastle (Duke) v. Broxtowe Hundred (1832), 4 B. & Ad. 
273, and Doe d. amith v. Cartwright (l824), 1 0. & P. 218 ; Johnson v. Thomp^ 
$m (1860), 16 L. T. (o. B.) 437. For allowances of poor rate by justices, see 
Poor Hate Assessment and Collection Act, 18G9 (32 & 33 Viet. c. 41), s. 18, and 
p, 641, poet Other examples are an inf^uisition under an order of the House 
of Commons as to fees payable in certain offices (Green v. Hewett (1793), Peake, 
313, [1821 ) ; inquisition under the Exchequer seal as to seisin of lands (Tooker 
V, Beaufort (Duke) (1767), 1 Burr. 146). 

(e) Kvane v. Merthyr Tydfil Urban Council, [1899] 1 Oh. 241, 0. A., distin- 
jyuishiiig IViillipB V. Hudson (1867). 2 Ch. App. 243 ; compare if. v. Norfolk 
County Couticil (1910), 26 T. L. R. 269, cited note (n), p. 532, post, 

(/) Under the Valuation (Metropolis) Act, 1869(32 & 33 Viet. c. 67), s. 45, 
valuation lists made under this Act are couclusive evidence for the purpose 
of certain rates, taxes, and qualifications. 

(ji) Johnson V. Ward (1806), 6 Esp. 47. 

(h) Bom V. Brenton (1828), 8 B. & 0. 737 ; Newcastle (Duke) v. Broxtowe 
Hundred, supra, 

(i^Jrish Society (Governors efc.) v. Derry (Bishop) (1846), 12 01. & Fin. 641, 

(k) Siurla ▼. Frtccia (1880), 5 App. Cas. 623, Lord Blackbttrk, at p. 646. 

(l) Irish Socieiy (Governors etc,) v. Derry (Bishop), supra; Graves (L^d) v. 
Fisher (18341, 3 Ul. & Fin. 1, H. L, 

(m) Faulder v. Silk (1811), 3 Camp. 126; Frinsep and East India Co, v. 
Dyes Sombre (1666), 10 Moo. P. G. 0. 232. 

(n) Harvey v, B,, [1901] A. 0. 601, P. 0. 

(f) ) E,g,, the survey of 26 Hen. 8, 1634-6 ; Bullen y, Michel (1816), 2 
Price, %399 ; Graves (Lord) v. Fisher, supra. In Armstrong y, Hewitt (1817), 4 
Prico, 216, a statement m this survey that the vicar was entitled to titne- 
hay genendly was held not to supply the abeenoe of proof of perception 
from the lands in question ; compare Drake y, Smyth (1818), 6 Price, 369. 

(p) Freeman y. Bead (1863), 4 B. A S. 174, where the de facto authority of 

the Uommouwoalth Parliament appears to have been the ground on which 
the document was received; distinguish Beaufort (Duke) v. (1849), 

4 Exoh. 450, where the document was rejected not because it was made 
under order of the Commonwealth Parliament, but because it was a private 
document bebg a survey of a manor and seignory granted by I^liament to 
Oliver Oromww, see per Paiucx, B., at p. 470. 

(q) BuUm v. Michel, supr% where tlris survey was held admissible as to the 
rate and value at which the persons employed on it thought fit to estimate 
the living ; compare Drake v. Sn^h, stqrra, 

(r) Buikn y, Michel, itipro; this was only hdid admissible to prove contem« 
porary reptitation as to the value o! the land in question. 

i s) Newcastle (Duke) v. BroeBme Hundhred, smra. 
t) Evans y. Rm (1839X 10 Ad. A £1. 151. 

,u) rAcBkaepMnii|^(]8S5}»5€fi. AFin.38«H L» 
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Otlier examples are provided by statements and reports made by 
persons in a public position (a) as to matters in which the public 
are interested, such as memoranda entered by a former vicar in an 
ancient parochial register (b), papers handed over to an incumbent 
by the representatives of his predecessor as papers belonging to 
the parish (c), answers by a clergyman to questions addressed by 
the bishop on the occasion of an augmentation by the Governors of 
Queen Anne’s Bounty (d), ecclesiastical terriers (e), entries in books 
kept at the First Fruits Office (p, plans deposited by a railway 
company with a local authority in connection with a proposal to 
make a light railway (g). 

But although the document may be properly of a public nature, 
it is not admissible to prove any facts therein stated which do not 
fall within the scope of the writer’s authority {h). 

Moreover, documents falling under the present head are not 
necessarily admissible to prove the facts therein stated against all 
the world and for every purpose ; whether or not this is so, must 
depend upon the nature of the document and the objects for which 
it was drawn up (i). 


(a) Or having competent means of knowledge in the matter ( Vyner v. Wirrall 
Rural District Council (1909), 7 3 J. P. 242). 

(b) Drake v. Smyth (1818), 5 Price, 369. 

(c) Earl V. Lewis (1801), 4 £sp. 1, where the boundary of the parish was the 
question in issue. 

Ui) Carr v. Mosiyn (1850), 6 Exch. 69, 

(e) Drake v. Smyth, supra; R, v. Hall (1866), L. E. 1 Q. B. 632. The tenior 
uiust be signed by parishioners or parish officers (Earl v. Lewis, supra). 

(/) Irish Society {Oovemor etc. ) v. Derry (Bishop) (1846), 12 Cl. & Fin. 
641, H. L., where the entries were held admissible to show the fact of a collation 
to a living by the bishop at a particular time. 

(y) A.’ij. V. Antrohus, [1905] 2 Ch. 188, 192, where the question was whether a 
cortmn track was a public way ; and plans were admitted to show that the 
company proposed to carry their line upon an embankment across it without 
making provision for continuing the alleged way. 

(A) See Nothard v. Pepper (1864), 17 0. B. (n. s.) 39, in an action for damages 
by collision, examination of the master of the plaintiff’s ship t^on by the 
Eeceiver of Wrecks held not admissible for the purpose of proving that the 
damage done to the plaintiff's ship was on her port bow, the question which 
ship caused the damage not being one into which the receiver had authority 
to inquire. See also A.^G. v. Antrohus, supra, at p. 194. In Jones v. 
fVhite (1717), 1 Stra. 68, it was left open whether a finding on a coroner’s 
inquest that a suicide was insane is admissible (compare R. v. Grey cry (1846), 
15 L. J. (k. 0.) 38); Glossop v. Pole (1814), 3 M. & S. 175 faction against a 
sheriff for a false return of nulla bona ; inquisition as to goods taken under a 
fi. fa. and finding that they were property of a third person rejected as 
outttde the scope of the sheriff's duty) ; compare Leighton v. Leighton (1720), 

1 Stra. 308 ; ustkow v. Earner (1795), 2 Hy. Bl. 437. 

(0 Wilberforce v. HearflAd (1877), 5 Ch. D. 709, tithe commutation map 
rejected in a case of disputed ownerahip, non ohst. s, 64 of the Tithe Act, 1836 
(6 & 7 Will. 4, c. 71). ** Tithe commutation iiui|>s were never intended by the 
legislature to be evidence as l^ween two parties of their title to land, per 
JsasSL, hLR., at p. 710 ; distinguish Qiffarar. Williams (1869), 38 L. J. (cit.) 
597. See also The LiiUe Lizzie (1870), L. B. 3 A. 4 E. 56 (Board of Trade 
inquiry as to negligence of a master under the Merchant Shipping Acts not 
admissible against the owners); The Solway (1885), 10 P. D. 137 (letter of 
master admissible against owners as evidence of facts stated but not of opinion) ; 
eompaxe Admiralty (Lords Commissioners) ▼. Aberdeen Steam Trawling and Fisib^ 
ing Cb., Afd., £19(6] S. a335; Cdeman y. Kirkaldy, £1882] W. N. 103 (ordnanoa 
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731. Where the document is of a private nature it is not 
admissible under this head (A;). Some examples of documents 
vhich have been held to be private have already been given. 
The following may bo added Books, pedigrees etc. drawn up by 
the College of Heralds otherwise than in the discharge of an official 
duty(Q, a certificate by a customs house officer certifying the 
measurement and tonnage of a vessel (m), a report by the master 
of a foreign vessel made to customs house officers as to the burthen 
of his ship and the number of the crew (m), maps and plans prepared 
in the seventeenth century by direction of the Board of Ordnance (n), 
an old chart in possession of the Admiralty not shown to be an 
Admiralty chart (o), ancient private maps(p), a confidential report 
by a magistrate or other public person made under the direction of 
the Crown or the Executive ( 9 ), a report by a foreign Government 
on a question submitted to it as to the fitness of a person to be 
appointed as its diplomatic agent (r), a private survey of land (*), 
an old “ collection of monumental inscriptions in country 
churches ’’ ( 0 . 

The report of a public analyst is not admissible to prove the 
facts therein stated (a), nor are the returns of the Meteorological 
Office (1). 


nmp itmihnissible in cobo of disputed title) ; and compare Hammond v. Drad$treet 
(18M), 10 Exch. 390 ; Frost v, Hichardsm (1910), 103 L. T. 22 (tithe maps are 
not evidenoe. but a map annexed to an inclosure award may be evidence against 
an owner of land comprised in the award). 

{k) It may be admissible under sonm other head, as a statement by a 
do(X>u8od person (see p. 403, ante), or as an admission (see p. 456, ante), 

{1) The IShreweburtf Peerage (1858), 7 H. L. Cas. 1 (the documents rejected 
on inis ground were (u) a l^)ok call^ ** Arms and Descents of the Nobility 
K. 10,** produced from the liemlds* Office, and ^b) a pedigree “touching the 
name and families of Talbots** in the handwriting of a former Garter King of 
Anus) ; see p. 533, for the special niles applicable in peerage cases. 

hn) JIunilty v. Ihmovan (1850;, 15 Q. B. 96 (in neither case was there any 
public duly). 

(w) A/mer ▼. Denne, [1904] 2 Ch. 534, 541 ; affirmed [1905] 2 Ch. 638, C. A. 
In /f. V, Norfolk County Council (1910), 26 T. L. E. 269, Jelf, J., admitted 
tnciont maps purporting to have l^u made by “ The King*8 Geographer.** 

(0) Mercer v. Dcniif, etipra. 

( p) Hammond v. Bradstreet (1854), 10 Exch. 390 ; and see p. 563, jmtt as to 
private maps. 

(v) Sturla V, Frecaa (1880), 5 App. Cas. 623, 644 ; compare Polini v. f/rw, 
Bturla v. AWa (1879), 12 Oh, D. 4U, 428, 0. A. 

(r) Sttirla y. i'Vsccia, ftipro. Quore whether reports made by or by the direc- 
tion of a foreign Government oould in any event be admitted under this rule. 

(1) Daniel v. Wilkin (1852), 7 £xoh. 429 (document purporting to be a 
presentment by a jury of survey, but with no jurors' si^atures nor anything 
to show under what authority the survey was made). “The ground on wlddi a 
survey made by offleen of the Crown under a commission is received is, that it 
is presumed that they acted in aooordanoe with their public duty, and have 
stated nothing in their inquisition or survey which is contrary to the fact. But 
no such presumption of truth attaches to a survey belonging to a private 
individual, although the presentment of a jury might be evidence of reputation " 

per PiJUUl, K, at p. 437). 

(f) lield inadmissible to show what had been the inscription on a partly 
defaced tomb {The Shrmebury Peerage, eupra). For inscriptions, see, further, 
p, 564, poet, 

(a) Bhorti V. BMneon (1899), 63 J. P. 295. 

(5) Butrowi V. Bedlfard SekeU Board (i9Q2X 16 X. L. E. 292. 
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In peerage cases special principles apply (c), and namerons 
docnments nave been admitted which are not strictly of a public 
nature (d), and would not be admitted in other cases (e). 

(it.) Birih^ Marriagti and Death Certificatei, 

(a) 0/ the Itegiatrar-General of England. 


SiQT. t. 
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732. A certified copy, purporting to be sealed or stamped with Certified 
the seal of “ The General Eegister OflScer ” for keeping a register «>py 
of births, deaths, and marriages in England is to be received as ^gi^^book 
evidence of the birth, death, or marriage to which the same relates, admissible to 
without any further or other proof of such entry (/). Every pw>v«f»cti 
entry of a birth or a death must be signed by the informant (^) ; gjtal? 
and in the case of a birth or death since 1874, must be signed 
by the superintendent registrar if the registration took place more 
than three but not more than twelve months after such birth or 
death, or must be made on the authority of the Begistrar-General 
if the registration took place more than twelve months after such 
birth or death (h). 

A birth certificate of the Registrar- General proves the fact and What a 
date of birth (t), Christian name and sex of person born, names of 
]'arents and rank or profession of father (/c), and, where the proves!^ 
llegistrar-General thinks fit so to direct, the place of birth (1). 

A death certificate of the Registrar-General proves the fact (m) Whata 
and date of death, the sex, age, rank or profession of the dead 

provet, 

(r) See Polint V. Grrg, SCurla T. Freccia (1879), 12 Ch. 1). 411, C. A., per 
James, L.J., at p. 428. 

(d) E.g., The Shrewabury Peerage (1868), 7 H. L. Oas. 1, where a visitation 
was admitted purporting to nave been taken by deputation from Clarenceux King 
of Arms, and also a record of a Hoyal WatTant of Precedence produced from the 
Heralds* Office. In The Slane Peerage (1836), 6 Cl. & Fin. 23, ll. L., an old MS. 
book, puiporting to be copied from contemporaneous Lords* Journals (which 
were not in existence) by an officer whose duty it was to prenare lists of peers 
present and al^nt was neld admissible to prove that a peer had taken his seat. 

(e) Pdini v. Qrey, Sturla v. Freccia, aupra, 

[/) Maniage Act, 1836 (6 & 7 Will. 4, c. 85); Births and Deaths Registra- 
tion Act, 1836 (6 & 7 Will. 4, c. 86), s. 38; Births and Deaths Registration Act, 

1874 (37 & 38 Viet c. 88) ; Marriage Act, 1898 (61 & 62 Viet. c. 68), ss. 4, 7, 1 1 ; 

A. V. Weaver (1873), L. R. 2 C. C. R. 85 ; Huhbard v. Leea and Purden (1866), 

L. R. 1 £xch. 255; see also titles Bubial AND Cbeuation, Vul. 111., p, 555; 
Koclesiastical Law, Vol. XI., pp. 686, d paaaim ; Reoistbation of Bihtus, 

Dbatus, and Makriaqbs. 

(v) I.e., the person who, under the Acts, must give the information to the 
registrar ; see the Births and Deaths Registnition Act, 1836 (6 & 7 Will. 4, c. 86), 
as. 20, 21, 25, 26; and as to the duty to not>fy in places where the Notification 
of Births Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 40), is adopted, see that Act 

{h) Births and Deaths Eegistralion Act, 1836 (6 & 7 WUl. 4, c. 86), a. 27 ; 

Births and Deaths Registration Act, 1874 (37 & 38 Vict. c. 8^, s. 38. 

(0 Wiitan A Co. v. Phiilipa (1903), 19 T. L. R. 390 ; fn (he EetaU of Goodrich, 

Payne y. Bennett, [1904] P. 138, disapproviug Re Wintle (1870), L. B. 9 Bq. 

373. 

{k) Births and Deaths Registration Act, 1836 (6 & 7 WilL 4), c. 80), SchiHl. A. 

(/) Births and Deaths Registration Act, 1837 (7 Will. 4 ik 1 Ykt. c. 22), 

a. 8. 

(m) Purkinaon y. Franeu (1846), 15 Sim. 160; Traill y KMlewhite (\%^), 10 
Jar. 107 ; RMey y. Shepherd (mZ), 21 W. R. 782; Re Ka/fer i TraU, [1887J 
W,N.128. 
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person and the cause of death («), and, where the Kegistrar-General 
thinks htso to direct, the place of death (o)» 

A marriage certificate of the Registrar-General proves the 
fact ( p ) and date of the celebration of the marriage, the name, age or 
non-age, condition, rank or profession, and residence of the parties, 
and the name and rank or profession of the father of each part; (q). 

An extract from a register of births, deaths, or marriages, if 
purporting to be signed by the officer to whose custody the original 
IB intrusted, is evidence on its mere production (r)* 

(b) Foreign Itegiaters, 

733. At common law, foreign registers (including in that term 
those of Scotland, Ireland, and the Channel Islands) and colonial 
ro^^isters, are admissible in English courts to prove the facts stated 
therein, provided they are required to be kept by the law of the 
country to which they belong or by English law. When the 
registers are themselves admissible in evidence, certified and 
examined copies (s) of entries therein are also admissible (0* 

(n) Births and Deaths Registration Act, 1836 (6 & 7 Will. 4, c. 86), Sched. B. 

(o) Births and Deaths Registration Act, 1837 (7 Will. 4 & 1 Viet. c. 22), s. 8. 
For cases in which an entry or ceitihed copy of an entry of a birth or death in 
a rogistor of such birth or death is admissible in evidence, see Births and 
Deaths Registration Act, 1874 (37 & 38 Viet. c. 88), s. 38. 

(fi) IL V. IJatm (1847), I Den. 270. 

(f/) Births and Deaths Registration Act, 183G (6 & 7 Will. 4, c. 86), Bched. C. 

Ir) Evidence Act, 18ul (14 & 16 Viet. c. 99), s. 14 ; JL v. Weavtr (1873), L. R. 
2C. C. R. 86. 

(8) As to examined copies, see p. 624, antf, A certified copy must be certified 
by the officer to whose cusMy the original is intrusted. 

(0 Lyell V, Kennedy t Kennedy v. Lyell (1889), 14 App. Cas. 437, per Lord 
BEi.nonNE, at p, 448 : “Foreign registers, or certified extracts from tiien?, are 
receivable in evidence as to those matters which are properly and regularly 
reixirdod in them when it sufficiently appears that they^ve been kept under 
the sanction of public authority and are recognised by the tribunals of the 
country where they are kept as authentic records,’* In the following cases 
foreign or colonial registers, or extracts from them duly certified by the officials 
to whose custody the originals were intrusted, were admitted in evidence 
jihop v. UvwtreU (1619), Oro. Jac. 641 (certificate of marriage under seal of 
minister at Utrecht) ; Itmcommon'e {Eart) Claim (1828), 6 Cl. & Fin. 97, 106, 
II. L. (copies of reffistera kept at churches in Ireland) ; The Vaim Peerage (1837), 
6 Cl. A Fin. 626, II. L. (funeral certificate contained in book entitled “ Funeral 
i'ertiiicates of the Nobility,” preserved in the Heralds’ College) ; Milligan v. 
Mitehell (1837), 3 My. A Or. 72 (extract from minute book of a S^tch chapel) ; 
Veeni (otherwise Covde) v. (hod (otherwise Coode) (1838), 1 Curt. 756 (copy of 
entry in marriage roister at Barbados) ; (H Connor ▼. Malone (1839), 6 
Cl. A Fin. 672, 67o, U. L. ; Malone v. VEetrange (1839), 2 I. Eg. B. 16 (entries of 
marriages in books kept at Homan Catholic chapels in Dubli^ ; The Perm Earldom 
(1848), 2 H. L. Cos. 866 (copies of French registers) ; Re Forhee (1862), 1 W. &. 
32 (extract from register Kept at oontolats of Madeira) ; RaUliffv. Ratcliff and 
Andernm (1869), 1 Sw. A Tr. 467 (authenticated copy of entry in marriage 
register in India) ; A66eff ▼. AbboU and Oodoy (1860), 29 L. J. (p. u, A A.) 67 
(extract fitna marrisge register in Chili) ; Erane y. Rail (1878), 38 L. T. 141 (copy 
of register in Nova fkotia) ; The iModerdale Peerage (18^), 10 App. Cha. 692, 098 
(marrisgo register kept at church in New York) ; Rnmaig y. Eaithe (1889), 42 
Ch. 1). fexaminea copy of «atry in French register A births) ; WaUaee t. 
iro/fece (1896), 74 L. T. 263 (certifiM eqpy el entry in marriage register kept 
at a church in Dublin). 

In the followiitt caise foreign or colonial regtstsie or extracts from them duly 
iwtified by the officiali to whM custody the originals were intrusted were wA 
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Various Acts have, however, been passed by the legislature with t. 

provisions similar to those of the Births and Deaths Registration Proof of 

Ads, 1886 and 1874, to provide for the better registration of births. Contents of 
marriages and deaths, and to enable foreign and colonial registers Po cnme nts. 
and copies thereof to be admissible in evidence. In the case of 
births, marriages and deaths in Scotland, certified copies, stamped 
with the seal of the General Register Office in Edinburgh, of entries 
in certified copy register-books, kept in that office, are admissible in 
evidence, to prove the facts stated in such entries (u). Similar iwUad. 
provisions have been made with regard to the registration of 
births, deaths and marriages in Ireland (w), and of births and 
deaths or board His Majesty’s ships (x), British ships (a), and Britiib ships, 
foreign ships carrying passengers to or from any port in the 
United Kingdom (b), and of any records made in regimental books 
in pursuance of military daty(c). Provisions have also been made India and 
for admitting in evidence certified copies of the transcripts delivered ‘broad, 
to the General Register Office in London of registers of marriages 
of Christians in India (d), and in the Ionian Islands (r). Lastly, 

admitted iu evidence : — IJuti v. Le .^/edunVr (1786), 1 Cox, Cos. 275 (oojiy of 
register of baptism from Guernsey); Leader v. Z?am/(179.5), 1 Esp. 363 (examinorl 
copy of entiy in marriage register kept at chapel of Swedish ambiissador in 
Pans); Conway (otherwise Beazley) v. Beazhy (1831), 3 Hag. liJcc. 639, 661 
(copies of entries in marriage register kept at episcopal chaiiel in Edinburgh) ; 

Aihlonde {Eorl) Claim (1841), 8 Cl. & Fin. 262, ll. Ij. (attestwl copy of entry m 
marriage register kept at hotel of British ambassador in Paris) ; Duffer in ami 
Clanho^e'e (Lord) Claim (1848), 2 H. L. Cas. 47 (certificate of baptism from the 
chaplain of the British ambassador at Florence); EnnU v. Carroll (1868), 17 
W. B. 344 (entries in register kept at Boman Catholic chaj>el in Ireland). 

These registers of course only prove the fact of marriage, not its validity. As 
to the validity of marriage celebrated abroad, see title Conflict of IaAWS, 

Vol. VI., pp. 262 et sea, 

M Begistration of Births, Deaths and Marriages (Scotland) Acts, 1864 (17 & 

18 Viet. 0 . 80), 1866 (18 & 19 Viet. c. 29). and 1860 (23 A 24 Viet. c. 86); 

Marriage (Scotland) Act, 1866 (19 & 20 Viet. c. 96), s. 2 ; and see Wialey v. 

Treasury Solicitor^ [1902] P, 233 ; Lyell v, Kennedy ^ Kennedy v. Lyell (1889), 

14 App. Gas. 437. As the Evidence Act, 1845 (8 & 9 Viet. c. 113), does not 
extena to Scotland {ibid,, s. 6), it is apparently still necessary to prove the 
signature and official character of the person signing the extract. 

(w) Marriages (Ireland) Act, 1844 (7 & 8 Viet. c. 81) ; Marriage I^aw (Ireland) 

Amendment Acte, 1863 (26 & 27 Viet. c. 27), and 1873 (36 & 37 Vjet. c. 16) ; 

Matrimonial Causes and Marriage Law (Ireland) Amendment Act, 18 <0 (3il & 34 
Viet c. 110) ; and see Whitton v. Whitton (1900), 69 L. J. (r.) 126. 

(x) Births and Death Begistration Act, 1874 (37 & 38 Viet c. 88), s. 37. 

(a) Merchant Shipping Act, 1894 (57 & 68 Viet. c. 60), s. 254. 

(M 76td., 8S.264.339. „ ^ 

(c 1 A record purporting to be signed by the commanding officer is evidence 
of the facte stated, and a copy certified by the person having the custr^dy is 
evidence of the record (Army Act 1881 (44 A 46 Viet, c. 68), s. 163 0) (?)» 00 ) # 
andsee Aefams v. Adams, flOW] W. N. 32, and Oleenv, Oletn (1900), 17 T. L. H. 62. 

(d) Christian Marriage Act 18*^2 (Indian Act XV. of 1872). And 
see Otfsm’s Proctor ▼. Fry (1879), 48 h. J, (P.) 68; Beyan v. Iteyan (1892). ^ 

67 L. T. 720; IVestmaeott v. Wutrnacatt.lMm] P. 183; De Oruyther ▼. IM 
OtHylher (1900), Ttmef, 2nd November. The copies are certified W the person 
intmsied under the Indian Chrmtian Marriage Act 1872 (Act XV. of 1872), 
with the costedy of any marriage or certxficste In duplicate required to ho kept 
er delivered under that Act (Indian Christian Marriage Act 1872 (Act XY. of 
1872), s. 80). _ . . 

(e) Ionian latei Mairiage Act 1800 (23 A 24 Viet e. 86), a. 4. The copies wei* 
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provision has been made for the registration of marriages of British 
sabjects, celebrated anywhere abroad by marriage officers (/*). 
Duplicate registers are kept, and one of them when filled up must 
be forwarded to the General Register Office in London (y). The 
provisions of the Births and Deaths Registration Acts, 1886 and 
1874, with regard to certified copies are made applicable to this 
Act {h). 

(v.) Parish and other Jlegisten and Recorde of BaptiamBf Marriages^ 
and DuriaU, 

734 . Parish registers (t)» being public documents, are admissible 
in evidence to prove the facts stated therein, on their mere produc- 
tion from proper custody (&). Even at common law, duly certified 
copies of entries therein were receivable in evidence without the 
production of the registers themselves ({) ; and it has been enacted 
by statute that where any document is of such a public nature as 
to be admissible in evidence on its mere production from proper 
custody, any copy or extract therefrom, either proved to be an 
examined copy or extract or purporting to be signed and certified 
as a true copy or extract by the officer having the custody of the 
original, is admissible in proof of the contents of such document {m). 


to be certified under the hand of the liord High Commissioner of the Ionian 
Islands; but see stat. (1864 ) 27 & 28 Viet. c. 77, ss. 7, 8, by which tho copies 
were to be certified under the signature and official se^ of tne Secretary of the 
Lord High Commissioner. 

(/) Foreign Marriage Act, 1892 (55 & 66 Viet. c. 23), which repeals the 
Consular Marriage Acts, 1849 (12 A 13 Viet. c. 68} and 1868 (31 & 32 Viet. c. 61 ) ; 
Marriage Act, 1890 (63 & 54 Viet. c. 47). For definition of marriage officer, 
•ee Foreign Marriage Act, 1892 (56 6t 66 Viet. c. 23), s. 11. 

Ihid,^ as. 9, 10. 

Ibid,, 8. 17. 

_ On the subject of pariah registers in general, see Bum*B History of Parish 
Begisters. 

Qt) 70th Canon of 1603 ; Parochial Begisters Act, 1812 (62 Geo. 3. c. 146) ; 
Biurla v. Freccia (1880), 5 App. Cas. 623, per Ix)id Blackbvbn, at p. 644 : 
** In many casM entries in the ^ish register of births, marriages, and deaths, 
and other entries of that kind, before there were any statutes relating to them, 
were admissible, and they were * public" then, bemuse the Common Law of 
England making it an express duty to keep the register, made it a public 
document in that sense kept by a public officer for the purpose of a register, 
and so made it admismble.'" The principle appears to be the same as that 
goTsming documents falling under Sub-Sect. (iu.\ ante, 

(t) Lynch ▼, Cterke (1696), 3 Salk. 154 ; Birt y. Barlow (1779), 1 Doug. (K. B.) 
171, 174 ; Phillipps and Amos on Eyidenoe, 8th ed., p. 638. It would seem that 
in English peerage claims, and apparently in Sootem peerage claims also (see 
MarrAmeanl Peerage Com, 1822), the House of Lords would not receive copies 
of regtsters, but required the original registers themselyes to he moduoed 
(Bofcmnmoa*# (Earl) Cfoim (1828), 6 Cl. & Fm. 97, 105, H. L. As to examined 
copies, see p. 524, aiiis. 

(^ Eyidenoe Act, 1851 G4 d: 15 Viet o. 99), a 14 ; and see Be EaXPe ErUOe 
1852), 22 L. J. (oh.) 177, U A. (wrongly report^ in 2 De G. M. ft G. 748) ; Be 
fVr<er*s TVastf (1856), 25 L. J. (CB.) 688. It is not dear whether the copy 
of the paridi re»ster, depoaitea in the nghtry at the diooese, ludar the 7(w 
Canon, is to be deem^ an original publio document so aa to rwider it or oopiea 
of it, admiasible without proof of the loos or destmetion of the original parish 
register (ff’aiJker y. Beauchamp (OeHufeee) (1884), 6 C. ft P. 552, per Aldxbsok, 
at p. 568). In Bos d. Ifeod w. WiOam (1846), 2 Ohr. ft Kir. 328, on pcoof 
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The registers must be kept in proper custody (n), and an examined 
copy of an entry in a register-book, which is in the custody of an 
unauthorised person, will not be receivable in evidence unless such 
custody is reasonably accounted for(o). Facts stated in such 
registers must have been properly and regularly recorded therein 
by the person whose duty it is to make such entries (}>). 

735. A register of baptism proves the baptism according to the 
rites of the Church of England, the date thereof, the Christian 
name of the child (q) and the names of the parents (r) ; and in the 
case of baptisms since 1812, is evidence of the abode and quality, 
trade or profession, of the parents (s). 

It is not per $e evidence of the date of birth (t) nor of the place 
of birth (a). 

It may, however, be presumptive evidence of the place of birth, 
to be taken in conjunction with other facts — where, for example, it 
is shown by evidence dehors that the child was extremely young 
when baptised (h). 

736. A register of marriage proves the fact and date of the cele- 
bration of the marriage in a parish or chapel according to the rites 
of the Church of England before March 2nd, 1837, and the names 
of the parlies married (c). 


Bbot. s. 
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What « 
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proves. 


What a 
register o( 
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proves. 


that there were no parish registers in existence earlier than a certain diito, 
transcripts filed pursuant to Canon 70 in the diocesan registry wore admitted in 
evidence. 

(n) Parochial Begisters Act, 1812 (52 Geo. 3, o. 146), s. 6. 

(o) Doed, Arundel {Lord) v. Fowler (I860), 14 Q. B. 700. As to projxjr 
custody,” see pp. 505, 612, ante, 

(p) Walker y. Wingfield (1812), 18 Ves. 443 ; Doe d. Warren v. Bray (1828), 
8 B. & C. 813 ; Lyell v. Kettnedy (1887), 66 L. T. 647, 0. A. But see )h(kler v. 
Dridgee (1886), 64 L. T. 629, where an entry made 438 years after the happen, 
iiig of the fact recorded was admitted in evidence, quantum valeat, in proof of 
such fact. 

(9) Wehh V. Haycock (1854), 19 Beav. 342. 

(r) 70th Canon of 1603. 

(s) Parochial Begisters Act, 1812 (52 Geo. 3, 0. 146), Schod. A. 

(t) Robinson v. Buccleitch and Queensherry {Duke) (1887), 3 T. L. B. 472, C. A. ; 
TTVAsi* V. Law (1821), 3 Stark. 63 ; B. v. Clapham (1829), 4 C. & P. 29 ; Burghari 
V. Angerstein (1834), 6 C. & P. 6M. In morris y. Dames (1828), 1 Mood. A R. 
271. n. (b) ; Cope y, Co/)s( 18:13), 1 Mood. A R. 269 ; and Thrussell v. Barker (1868), 

1 7 L. T. 666, entries describing the party as legitimate or illegitimate were 
admitted as evidence of reputation in the village ; and in Re Tamer, Olenister 

V. Harding (1885), 29 Ch. D. 986, Chitty, J.. considering himself bound by the 
two former decisions, admitted an entry of the date of biith of a child M 
evidence, quantum valeat, upon an inquiry as to the legitimacy of the child ia 
question. In view of the decision in Jiobin*on v. Bacelewk and Queensherry 
{Duke), supra, in the Court of Appeal, this view can no longer be sustained ; 
see also tee Irish case of Ryan v. Ring (1889), 26 Xi. B. Ir. 184 ; a baptismal 
certificate rerified by a person interested in settled funds has been admitted as 
evidence tl^ he had attained twenty-one years {Us Dailey's Settlement, [18861 

W. N. 80). 

(а) R, y. North PetherUm (1826), 6 B. A C. 608. 

(б) T. North Peiherkm^ supra ; R, v. Birmingham {InhahUanU), called also 
R.y\ Aston (InhahUantt) (1829), 8 L. J. (o. 8 .) (m. a) 41 ; R, v. St Katheriue 
(Parish or Precinct) (1831h 8 B. A Ad. 970, n. (a) ; R, v. LMenham UnhahUants) 
^834), 6 B. A Ad, 968; R* v. Crediton {Inhabitants) (1868), £. B. A H. 

(e) Toth Canon of 1608. Dm d. Wdta^ony, fismes (1834), 1 Mood. A E. 886; 
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An entry of marria^ is receivable as evidenee of the marriage, 
although such entry is only attested by one witness (d) ; and an 
extract from a register of marriages, which states thiat a certain 
marriage ^ been celebrated by special licence from the Arch* 
bishop, is admissible as evidence of such marriage, though the 
licence itself is not produced (e). 

737. A register of burials proves the fact and date of burial, 
and the name, address, and age of the person buried (/). 

738. At common law, non-parochial registers, or duly certified 
extracts from them, are admissible in evidence, if they come under 
the heading of public documents (^). For example, a bishop’s 
register or a duly certified extract from it, when produced from 
proper custody, is admissible as evidence of the facts properly and 
regularly recorded therein (/i). 

Where, however, a register is not one which the law requires to 
be kept for the public benefit, neither the original nor extracts from 
it are admissible in evidence — for example, registers kept at dissent- 
ing chapels (i) or the registers of marriage kept at the Fleet and 
King's Bench prisons and at the May-Fair, Mint, and Bavoy 
chapels (A:). 


/)(fc d. JtiikiuM V. (1847), 10 Q. B. 314. In an old ca«e, Draycoll v. Talhat 
(171H), 3 Bro. Tarl. Caa. it was hold that the entries of the names and 
titles of the persons married is not positive evidence of the marriage if there 
is other evidence showing the improDability of the correctness of such entries. 
As to proof of identity, soe Say ft v. Oloisop (1848), 2 £xch. 409 ; Bain v, Ma$on 
(1824), 1 0. ft P. 202. 

(d) Doe d, Blayney v. Sairtye (184 1), 1 Car. ft Kir. 487. Stat. (1753) 26 Geo. 2, 
c. 33, s, 15, since repealed by the Marriage Act, 1823 (4 Geo. 4, c. 76), s. 1, 
enacted that entries in the registers of marriuges shall be attested by two 
witnesses. 

(e) Doe d. Eyremoni {Earl) v. Oraxebrook (1843), 3 Gal. & Dav. 334. 

(/) 70th Canon of 1603; Parochial Registers Act, 1812 (52 Geo. 3, c. 146) ; 
Cemeteries Clauses Act, 1847 (10 ft 11 Viet. c. 65), ss. 32, 33 ; Burial Act, 1853 
(16 ft 17 Viet. c. 134) ; Burial Act, 1854 (17 ft 18 Viet. c. 87) ; Burial Act, 1857 
(20 ft 21 Viet. 0 , 81) ; R^istration of Burials Act, 1664 (27 ft 28 Viet c. 97); 
and see Doe d. /Vanrs v, Amirews (1850), 15 Q. B. 756. 

(v) Eynch r. Cltrke (1696), 3 Salk. 154 ; Biri v. Barlow (1779), 1 Doug. (k. B.) 
171, 174, 

(5) HmnhU v. Hunt (1817), Holt(K. P.), 601 ; Arnoldr. Baihand IVel/s (Bisbov) 
{\m), 6 Bing, 316 ; HarUev ▼. Cook (1832), 5 C. ft P, 441. And see Bullen v. 
Michel (1816), 2 Price, 399, ll, L., where ancient entries made by the monks in 
a register- book kept at the abbey were admitted as evidence of the facts stated 
therein. As to propor custody soo pp. 505, 512, onfs. 

(i) Newham y. Baithby (1811), 1 Phillim. 315; E» parte Taylor (1820), I 
Jao. ft W. 483; irAiffuri y. Tfo^# (18301, 4 C. ft P. 375; and see Davie v. 
Llifyd (18441, 1 Car. ft Kir. 275 (entry, in tne handwriting of the diief rabbi, in 
a register ol circumcision) ; DAglu v. Fryer (1844), 13 L. J. (CB.) 398 (certified 
copy of register of baptism kept at the chapel ol the Sardinian ambassador in 
l«ondon]. 

{k) See Burn’s History of Fleet Marriogee, pp. 127—36 ; kforrie t. Miffer 
(1767), 4 Burr. 2057; Deed ▼. Bauer (1795), Beako, 303 [2311; Uoyd v. 
i^inyham (1809), 16 Yes. 59; Aw d. Davim v. GeOaere (1838). 8 0. ft P. 578* 
In lAtuframet v. IHxtm (179^, Peake, 185, and Doe d. Orrel v. Modem (1794), 1 
ICsp, 197, altbou^ Lord KxmroN admiUod Fleet renters to prove eertain 
timrriagea, ho dedared that be did so only because other judges nad 

At. and in tbe later casss of ilssd V, mpsw, and Zbwd. Awesfv. C?a5iffe 
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Certain non-parochial registers, inadmissible at common law, 
have, however, been mode admissible bj statute, to prove the facts 
stated therein (f). Only those registers actually deposited with the 
Registrar-General in accordance with the statutes are admis- 
sible (m), and it is expressly enacted that those registers which wore 
deposited in the registry of the Bishop of London in 1821— for 
example, those of the Fleet and King’s Bench prisons— allhongh 
transferred to the custody of the Registrar-General, shall not be 
made evidence (n). 

Extracts sealed or stamped with the seal of the General Registry 
Office are receivable in evidence in all civil coses (o), but in criminal 
cases the original registers themselves must be produced (;>). 

(vi.) Other RegUten, 

739. Such registers as are kept pursuant to statute for the 
purpose of registering facts relating to different descriptions of pro- 
perty or rights are dealt with under their appropriate titles, such 
QS the registers relating to companies {q\ copyright (r), designs (s), 
patents (0i money-lenders (a), ships (a), land (Z/), trade marks (c) 
etc. 

(vii.) Court RoU$. 

740. Court rolls are in general only admissible in evidence for 
or against the lord or tenants of the manor (d), but they may also 
be admissible for or against the whole world when they form 
declarations by deceased persons as to public rights (^) or against 
interest (/). 


(1838), 8 C. & P. 578, he rofiisfxl to rocoivo IheiJi in ovideneo for any piirpoua 
whatsoever, because they came from tainted quailers (Reed v. Vaster (1785), 
Peake, 303 [231], 305). 

(/) Non-panxmial Koj^isters Act, 1840 (3 & 4 Viet. c. 92) ; llirths and Deaths 
Pejpstration Act, 1858 (21 & 22 Viet. c. 25), ss. 1—3. A full account of these 
iegi8tet*8 will be found in the reports made in 1837 and 1H5S by coniuiiHHionurs 
appointed to inquire into non>parochial registers. For a list of registers mode 
evidence under the former Act, see 9 C. & P. 79.1. 

I iw) Non-parochial Itegibten Act, 1840 (3 & 4 Viet. c. 92), as. 2, 0, 
ti) Ibid., 8. 20. 
o) Ibid,, 8. 9. 
p) Ibid., 8. 17. 

c/) See title CojfPAirrEs, Vol. V., pp. 151. (MI5. 

r) See title Copyeioiit ani» Litkh.vuy Phopeuty, VoL VIII., pp. 152— 157« 
$) See title Patents and Designs. 

0 Ibid. 

u) See title Money and Mo.vEY-IiENniKO. 
a) See title Suippino anu Navigation. 
b) See title Real PitopERTY and Chattels Real. 
r) See title Trade Marks. 

(d) A.»0, V. Iltdham (Urrd) (1823), Turn. & R. 209 ; Pirrlland (Duke) ?. IIRl 
(18CG), L. R 2 765; Heath v. Deane, [1905] 2 Ch. 86, 91 ; compare Ihneu 

V. DrrfiRfn (1828), 8 B. A 0, 737. 

(e) Aran# Y. R*€* (1839), 10 Ad. A HI. 151 ; compare Rieharde v. IJomhU 
(1830), 10 B. A C. 657 (presentment of manor fury produced from court roils). 
But the pieeentmeiit mu4 be of a matter wlium the jurors are entitled to deter*' 
mine, and not^ #.p.» as to a claim made by an individual to tbe freehold 

Crmu V. Rarreti (1835), 1 Cr. M, A R, 919, As to dec l arations lif 
persons, see p. 463, ante. 
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Coart rolls are also in some circamstances (but not where the 
entry was made post litem titotom ((7)) admissible as evidence of 
reputation (A), and also as acts of ownership (i). 

An entry of a custom on the court rolls is admissible without 
proof that the custom has been acted upon except so far as 
may be necessary to explain the particular application of the custom 
when it is stated in general terms (k), while the existence of a 
eustomar^ of the manor compiled since the beginning of legal 
memory is conclusive evidence against the existence of any custom 
not mentioned therein (Z). 

Court rolls containing descriptions of the tenant's holding and 
the amount of rent paid are evidence of those facts in an action 
between the lord and his tenant (m). 

741. On the same principle as court rolls the following docu- 
ments have been admitted: — “ Call books " of a manor (n), ancient 
customaries of a manor delivered together with the court rolls from 
steward to steward ( 0 ), parchment writings preserved among the 
manor muniments purporting to be signed by copyholders agreeing 
to restrict their commonable rights (p), and the draft of an entry 
produced from the manor muniments, no entry having been made 
on the court rolls (q). 

But a book in which the steward had entered the fines assessed 
was rejected, although it had been banded down from steward to 
steward and was accessible to all the tenants (r) ; and an ancient 
document produced from the lord’s muniments, and purporting to 
be a survey of the manor lands by certain tenants who stated that 


(f?) Richard* V. BaMftt {1«30). 10 B. & C, 657. 

(/i) Chapman v. Cmtffan (1810), 13 Eant, 10 ; CWf v. Ford (1900), 17 T. L. E. 
68 ; cotnparo Johnstone v. Spender (Far!) (1885), 30 Ch. D. 581, 589 ; Re Walton^ 
ttivi-^Trimtey Matufr, Fx parte 7Wmiwe (1873), 21 W. E. 475. 

(f) A,-0, V. Emerson, [1891] A. C. 649,658 {Seville, they must be coupled with 
evidcTioe of user within lei^l memory {Hid.) ) ; and compare Woolway y. Rowe 
(1834), 1 Ad. & El. 114, where a perambulation of the manor by the lord was 
admitted as an act of owiiei^hip by the lord oyer lands comprised therein, 
and Rogers y. Allen (1808), 1 Oamn. 309, where to proye a prescriptive right of 
iisbiiig entries on the court rolls of old licences granted by the lord of the manor 
wen^ admitted as acts of owneivhip by the loid. 

(k) Roed. Rctbtr v. Parker (1792), 5 Term Eep. 26; compare Doed. Goodwin 
V. <S/>ray (1786), 1 Term Hop. 466; Doe d. A*ktw y. Askew (1809), 10 East, 
520. The true view, apparettllr, is that the absence of such proof goes to the 
weight and not to the admissibility of the evideiice (compare Rogers y. AUtn^ 
enpra). 

(0 Portland (Duke) y. Hill (1866), L. E. 2 £q. 765. 

(fM) I^^mhe y. John Rmith'e Tadcaeter Brewery Co. (1904), 91 L. T. 312. 

|u) Dam d. Goodwin y. Stfray (1786), 1 Term Eep. 466. The same instrument 
was admitted in i*ortland {Ihske) y. HRi, supra, at p. 767 ; oompare Johnstons y. 
B/^ncer (Eofl) (1885), 30 Ch. 1>. 581. 
ip) cWmaa y. Cowlan (1810), 13 East, 10. 

( 7 ) Doe d. PHeeilsy v. CtUioway (1827), 6 B. 4b C. 484. 

(r) Ely (Asoa and Chaptm) y. CaldoeoU (1831), 7 Bing. 433. In Hill y. 
II ijisfill (1706), 2 Vem, 547, an entry in the atewatd*s hack was admitted to 
•nniradkt an entiy on the roUn 
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the lord was entitled to wreck, was not admitted as evidence of such 
right (s). 

742. Court rolls are proved by production of the original or of an 
examined copy (0 ; and copies of court roll authenticated by the 
steward are admissible although they are not the copies delivered to 
the tenant (a). 

Where the admittance of a copyholder is of thirty years* standing, 
a copy of such admittance may be read although it is not signed by 
the steward (b). 

A surrender duly made and presented, of which no entry was 
made upon the court rolls, may be proved by the draft of an entry 
produced from the muniments of the manor (c). 
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(viii.) JRiUe Books, Revenue Books, Log Books, Lighthouse Journals* 

743. Books purporting to contain poor rates, with the allowance Usto books, 
of the rate by the justices, are primd facie evidence of the due making 
and publication of such rates (d). 

Entries of the names of tenants in parish rate books are admis- An evidence 
Bible, if the books are brought from the proper custody, to prove ownenihip. 
wlio was the owner or occupier of the property rated at the time 
when the assessment was made (^). 

The gross estimated rental fixed by the assessment committee 
cannot be altered at their instance on an appeal to quarter 
sessions (/). 

Revenue books are documents of a public nature [g), and, as such, Bavenua 
are admissible in proof of the facts therein stated ()i), if such facts 
are within the scope of the object for which the books are kept (t). 

The log book of a man-of-war is admissible to prove the facts Log book 
therein stated (k). of man-of. 


(«) Talbot T. Lewis (1834), 4 L. J. (EX.) 9. Thi» dooumont could not 
admitted as a public survey, as it was eminently of a private nature ; as to publio 
surveys, see p. 627, ante, 

(0 Doe d. Orogdm {Churchwardens) v. Cook (1805), 5 K«p. 221 ; Doe d. Burrows 
V. Freeman (1844), 12 M. & W. 844. As to stamps, see Stamp Act, 1891 (54 A 56 
Viet c. 39), a 65, and title Eeyekue. 

(a) Breeze v. Hawker (1844), 14 Sim. 350. 

(h) Ely {Dean and Chapter) v. Stewart (1740), 2 Atk. 44. 

(c) Doe d. Priestley v. Calloway (1827), 6 B. * C. 484, 

(d) Poor Bate AsseMment and Collection Act, 1869 (32 A 33 Viet, c, 41), 
e. 18. The rates must be made in the proper form; see title Hates and 
Bating. 

(e) Smith V. Andrewe, [1891] 2 Ch. 678 ; Blount v. Uyard (1888). [1891] 2 Oh. 
681 , n., C. A. As to proper custody, see pp. 505, 512, ante, 

(/) Horton A Son v. lluUatl Asseesment Committee, [1898] 2 Q. B. 237. 

(g) See title ExvxKtrB. 

(h) R. T. Qrimwood (1815), 1 Price, 369 (excise book^ ; Dunbar v. Hante 
(1820), 2 Bli. 351, H. L. (excise books) ; compare Ettis v. waison (1818), 2 Stark. 
453 (custcMns house books) ; Harrison ▼. Dorwdl (1839), 10 Sim. 3to (stamp office 
books). 

(t) Sirotlter v. Willon (1814), 4 Camp. 24, where the entry in the office at 
Somerset Houee for licenring stage coaches was not admitted to prove the 
ownership of a coach. Compare Weaver v. Prentice and Pratt (1795), 1 Bsp, 
369. 

(A) HlsraeU v. Joweit (1795), 1 Esp. 427, where the log book of a man-of-war 
was admitted to prove the time of sailmg of a ship oouf oyed by her. See also 
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The log books of merchant vessels are in general inadmissible (I), 
except as admissions (m), or as containing entries by a deceased 
person made in the course of duty (n), but a witness may look at a 
log book to refresh his memory, although it was not written by 
himself, provided that be was in the habit of regularly examining 
it (o). 

In the Admiralty Court, lighthouse journals are admissible as 
public records in evidence of the facts therein stated (p). 

(ix.) Judicial Proceedings, 

(a) When and how admissible (g). 

744. Every judgment (r) is conclusive proof as against all the 
world of the existence of such judgment, its date, and legal 
consequences (s); and, where an action is brought against a person 
for acts done in a judicial capacity, is conclusive proof in favour of 
such person of the truth of the facts therein stated (0- A judgment 
in rcm((i) is conclusive proof not only as against parties and 
privies, but also as against strangers, of the truth of the facts 
actually decided^), unless (1) the judgment is founded on evidence 
which would be inadmissible in the action in which such judgment is 
intended to be proved (c); (2) the judgment has been obtained by 
fraud, collusion, or forgery (d); or (8) the court which gave it had nc 
jurisdiction (e), 

A judgment in personam (/) is conclusive proof as against parties 


U V. King (1815), 4 Camp. 272, where, besides the log book, the captaio's 
oiUoiiil letter to the Admiralty at the end of the ship's voyage was admitted. 

(l) Rnndle y. Beaumont (1828), 4 Bing. 637 ; The Singapore and the I! the 
(l80tJ), L, E. 1 1\ 0. 378, 382 ; comporo The Sociedade Feliz (1842), 1 Wm. Hob. 
303, 311. 

(m) The Singapore and the Hebe, supra; The Earl of Dum/riee (1885), 
10 P« D. 31 ; and see p. 466, ante, us to admissions. 

(n) See, as to such entries, p. 464, ante; The Henry Coxon (1878), 3 P. D. 156. 

(o) WaUon y. King (1815), 4 Camp. 272; The Singapore and the Hebe, 
supra ; and see title Shifpjno aki) Navigation. 

( /») The Maria das Dorias (1863), 32 L. J. (p. M. & a.) 163. Semhle, they ore 
not so admissible in other couits (ibid,). In any event, it is oonoeived, they are 
only admissible to prove such facts as it was the duty of the person keeping 
them to record. 

(g) See pp. 325 ei erg., ante. The question of estoppel by record will be found 
fully dealt with under title Estopfsl, p. 325, ante. 

(r) I,e„ every final judgment. A judgment is final though an appeal is 
pending (Scott v. Pilkington (1862), 2 B. & S. 1 1 ; and see title Estoppel, p. 326, 
<utf«). As to the effect of judgments of foreign courts, see title Conflict of 
Laws, Vol. VI., pp. 281 et seq, 

(a) Green v. New River Co, (1792), 4 Term Rep. 589 ; Pttrcdl y. Maenamara 
(1808), 9 East, 361 ; LegaU y. Tollervey (1811), 14 East, 302. 

U) Brittain y. iTtnfioifcf (1819), 1 Broa. & lling. 432. 

I o) See title Estoppel, p. 327, ante, 

(h) R, y. Kenilworth (Inkahitants) (1788), 2 Term Rep. 598 ; Oeyer y. Aguilar 

(1798), 7 Term Rep. 681 ; Bimpemr. i^i^(1860}, 1 John, it II. 18, 24 ; Castrique 
V. /mm (I860), 8 W.E. 344, 347. ^ . v 

(c) Stoate y. Staate (1861), 30 L. J. fp. M. ft A.) 102. 

(d) Ftiestman y. TAomos (1884), 9 r. D. 210, 0. A. ; Wyatt t. Palmer, [1899] 
9 ij. IS. 108, 0* A . 

(e) R y. Hutek^ (1881), 6 Q. B. D. 300, C. A. ; WakrJiM CotiemOim t. 
O/tie, [19011 A. 0. 31 ; and see tttib Esioppbl, p. 353, aals. 

(/) m ttUa Ksxoppil, p. 330, aula. 
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and priviofl of tho truth of the facts upon 'nhicb such judgment is 
based (g), but, excepting as above stated to prove its existence, date, 
and consequences, it is inadmissible in evidence as against strangers, 
except (1) where it determines a question of public right and is 
admissible as evidence of reputation (/«) ; (2) in bankruptcy or 
administration proceeding (i) ; (8) in divorce cases (A); and (4) to 
some extent in patent actions {1). 

745 . Pleadings recorded in one cause are admissible in evidence 
m subsequent proceedings to prove the institution and subject- 
matter of such cause («n), but are generally inadmissible, even os 
against parties or privies, as proof of the truth of the facts stated 
therein (n). 

But answers and decrees in Chancery are admitted in paerage 
cases as evidence of matters of pedigree only incidentally stated 
therein, and statements made in the course of proceedings by a 
party upon oath may be admissible in other proceedings as admis- 
sions by the party making them (o). 

746 . The statement on a writ of the time of issue is conclusive 
proof of the time of issuing of such writ(p), and in certain cases a 
writ may be prhnd facie evidence of other statements indorsed on 


(a) KingtUm'i {Diichesi) Cane (1776), 20 State Tr. -355, KIS, 11. L. 

(h) See title Estoppel, p. 343, ante ; Hemphill v. M'Kenua (1345), 8 L L. 11. 
43 j MulhcUand t. Killen (1874), 9 I. E. Eq. 471; Jt. v. LorJirnere Dielritt 
{Inhahitante) (1886), 16 Oox, 0. 0. 65, 0. 0. E. In I’etrie t. Nuttall{\m), 
11 Exch. 569, it was suggested that judgment might possibly be conclusive in 
such cases, ted quaere. 

(i) Harvey v. Wilde (1872), L. E. 14 Eq. 438 ; Re TolUmache, Ex jorte AnJer- 
ton (1885), 14 Q. B. D. 606, C. A. 

(i) Suck V. BueJe, [1896] P. 152 ; fkean v. Siraa (1903), Timet, 2lth March. 
h) Editon and Swan Electric Light Co. y. Holland (1889), 6 R. P. 0. 243, 0. A. ; 
Pneumatic Tyre Co., Ltd. v. LeUeiter Pneumatic Tyre Co. (1899), 16 E. P. 0. 
631, H. L. 

(m) Roe d. TrinUedoum (Lord) v. Kemmit (1843), 9 Cl. & Fin. 749, 777, H. h ; 
BoUeau y. Ratlin (1848), 2 Ezch. 665; Ualeomton v. O'Dea (1863), 10 U. L. 
Oas. 693. 

» ITooKrf V. /loiept»(1665), 1 Oas. in Ch. 64 ; Bcdettony. Petty, aliat Rpekt 
1689), Garth. 79; Ftrrert (Lord) y. Shirley (1731), Fite-0. 196, 197 ; Hoe d. 

- ' - ■ • -■ -), 7 Term Bep. 2; Miller y. Johnton (1797). 2 


1^. 602; Timknt y. Ithby (1827), Mood. * M, 32 ; Kilite y. Sneyd (1828), 
2 MoL 186, 208 ; E. T. Walker (1844), 1 Cox, 0. 0. 99 ; Rarkilt y. tilanthard 
(1848), 3 Exch. 89; BoOeau y. Rutlin, tupra; R. y. Simmondt (1850), 4 
(>>x, a 0. 277 ; Be Poder, Ex parte Baton (1886), 2 Morr. 29, 0. A. ; Re 
Waltert, Helton y. Waltert (1889), 61 L. T. 872. Fomerly, it would seem, the 
law was different (Boiler’s Nisi Prins, 7th ed., p. 235); see /vet y. Med^/e 
(1737), 1 Atk. 63, 66 ; and Lorton (yiieount) y. Kingtton (Earl) (1838), 6 CL ft 
Fin. H. L. 

(o) Snow d. Orweley y. PhiBipt (1664), 1 Sid. 220, 221 ; MOdmay y. Mildmay 
(1^). 1 Vem. 63 ; Oread y. Jaekton (BOrfO (1794), Peake, 203 ; Beatley y, 
Mag^h (1804), 3 Sdi. ft Lrf. 31, 34 ; d. ^byy. ^ (181 1). 3 (top. 116 { 
jrie Wharton Ptmue (1846), 12 CL ft Fin. 296, H. L.; Maruaukt y. Oatmt 
(13621. 1 Maoq. 212, H. L ; The Skrmedury Peeragt (1868), 7 BL L. Cas. 1. 32 ; 

V. P^ (I^). L. E. 3 a B. 636; and eee Taylor y. OeU (1799), 7 
Term B^ 3. n. (a) ; t. Ktnae^nm), 14 App. Can. 487. 

(p) lWWjg*V.itai»{l680),lM.*W.432. 
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it iq), bat is not admissible in evidence at all until returned and 
filed in court (r). A writ of execution is primd facie evidence of the 
judgment as between parties and privies (s), but not as against 
strangers (<)• 

747. At common law an affidavit made in one proceeding is 
admissible in evidence in a subsequent proceeding, as proof of the 
facts stated therein, against the party who made such affidavit (a), 
or on whose behalf it was made, on it being shown that he know- 
ingly made use of il{h). An affidavit filed in court on a motion 
is admissible in evidence at the trial without proof of its having 
been sworn (c), but is inadmissible without proof of the hand- 
writing (d). At the trial of any action (e) the court or a judge 
may order the affidavit of any witness to be read in court on such 
conditions as the court or judge may think reasonable, unless the 
opi) 08 ite party bond fide desires to cross-examine the dejranent and 
the deponent can be produced (Z*). The party intending to use 
such affidavit must give notice in writing of such intention to the 
opposite party (g). 

748. A verdict followed by judgment is conclusive proof of the 
tacts found as between parties and privies (h), but is inadmissible as 
between strangers (i)» except where it is admissible as evidence in 
the nature of reputation on a matter of public interest (k), A 


(y) Qmii ▼. Qrand WnUpm Canal Co, (1816), 5 M. db S. 76 ; Crown y. Dean 
(1863), 6 B. & Ad. 84B. 

(r) Whitmore v. Roohe (1766), Say. 299. 

(«) Dmd. Baiim v. Marleee (1817), 6 M. & S. 110; but see Doe d. Bland v. 
Smith (1817), 2 SbirV. 199. 

(<) V. M<nri» (1862) 11 C. B. 1015, diftapproving Beeeey v. iriw<//iam 

(1844), 6 Q. B. 160; and nee Lake v. BiVere (1698) 1 I/d. Baym. 733 ; Martun 
y. /‘odeer (1770\ 5 Burr. 2631 ; Afhworth v. Kempt (1778), 1 Doug. (k. d.) 40. 

(fi) J?. V. Jdlliffe (1791), 4 Term Eep. 286, 290; BrkktU ?. llalee (1837), 7 Ad. 
ft El. 464 ; DriUhatd v, Batftkawe (1861), 11 C. B. 459. 

(6) Johtiton V. Ward (1806), 6 Eap, 47 ; Gardner v. Moull (1839), 10 Ad. ft El. 
464; V. Dowling (1846), 8 1. L. B. 128; Richards v. Morgan (1803), 4 

B. ft 8. 641; OamphfU v. JlUhwell (1877), 38 L. T. 33; Simmons v. London 
Joint Slock Bank (1890), 62 L. T. 427. 

(c) Cameron v. Light/ool (1778), 2 Wm. Bl. 1190, 

W) Bamee y, Parker (1866), 16 L. T. 218. 

(f) /.f., a ciyil proceeding commenced by writ, or in such other manner as 
tnay be prescribed by rules of ooxtrt, but not including a criminal proceeding 
by the Crown. See Judicature Act, 1873 (36 ft 37 Viet. c. 66), a. 100. 

(/) R. S. C., Ord. 37, r. 1 ; and see Macdonald v. Antelme PaUerson A Co,, 
J1884] W, N. 72; Drewitt ▼. Drewiit (1888), 68 L. T. 684; QomM v. JfcuKm 
(1887), 12 P. D. 142. As to admissibiUtY of eyidenoe by affidavit on motion, 
petition, or summons, see B. S. 0., Chra. 38, r. 1; Ellis v. BMns (1881), 
60 L. J. (oh.) 612, and generally title Pbacticx akp Peocsbubb. 

B. a (1. Ord. 37, r.24. 

Clargee v, Sherwin (1699), 12 Mod. Bep. 343 ; OuJtram v. Morewoad (1803), 
3 Baist, 346; see title Erroram, p. 326, anta 
(i) l^he ▼. Oroueh (1686), I W, Baym. 730 ; Kinnersleg t. Orpe (1780), 2 
Doug. (X. B.) 617 ; A. v. Kmg[»tqfHlnhakiiants) (1824), 4 Dow. ft By. (k. b.)468. 

(6) Losukm 0(nrpesraUim v. dsHbe (1681), Cara. 181 ; Cart v. Birkberk (177^, 
1 Doug. (X. B.) 218; R, V. 51. Petnerae (/nkahitanis) (1794), Peake 286 [220]; 
Meed v. Jaekem (1801), 1 Bast, 366; Brisco v. Lomax (1838), 8 Ad. ft Bf. 199; 
Pirn T. Otrett (ISIO), 6 M, ft W. 234, 266 ; Bmne r. Thtmpem (1841), Car. ft M. 
34; iVirisT Numi (1866), 11 Bxdb. 669; NeiU ▼. Bmmehiro {Duke) (1882), 
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verdiet is inadmissible in evidence unless the judgment, which is 
founded upon it, is also proved (f), and is also inadmissible if it is 
founded on evidence which would be inadmissible in the action in 
which such verdict is intended to be proved (m). 

749. An award, until set aside, is conclusive proof of the facts 
found therein as between parties and privies (n), but is inadmissible, 
even as evidence of reputation, as between strangers (o), except as 
proving acta of ownership (p). It is also inadmissible where the 
arbitrators have exceeded their jurisdiction ( 9 ), or been guilty of 
misconduct (r). An award by an arbitrator under the Lands 
Glauses Consolidation Act, 1845 («), is conclusive proof of the 
amount of, but not of the right to, compensation (t). 

760. In certain cases a report is made admissible as evidence 
of the facts stated therein when it is a public document made by a 
public officer on an inquiry of a judicial or quoBt-judicial nature (a). 


8 App. Cas. 135, 147, 184; Pirn v. Cure/l (1840), 6 M. A W. 234, per Lord 
Abinoer, at p. 2G6 : ** In cases where reputation is evidotice, i.r., cases involving 
a general right in which all the Queenrs subjects are concerned, a verdict or a 
judgment upon the matters directly in issue between the parties, although 
between other parties, is also evidence ; not of any specific fact existing at the 
time, but evidence of the most solemn kind; of an adjudication of a competent 
tribunal, upon the state of facta and the question of usage at that time.*' 

(l) See title Estoppel, p. 326, anff, and cases cited there in note (6) ; and 
Pitton V. Walter (1719), 1 Stra. 162 ; Fuher v. Kitchingham (1742), Willes, 307 ; 
Fitch V. Smalbrook (1661), T. Baym. 32 ; Holt v. Mien (1839), 9 0. & P. 191 ; 
Qilleepie y, Oumming (1841), Long. AT. 181 ; Jameson v. Leitch (1842), Milw. 
683, 688 ; Needham v. Bremner (1866), L. R 1 0. P. 683. Garland v. Sewmes 
(1798), 2 Esp. 648, and Foster v. Compton (1818), 2 Stark. 364, in which 
verdicts were admitt^ without the judgments being proved, can no longer be 
considered good law. A verdict of the Divorce Court may, however, be admitted 
in evidence as proof of cruelty and adultexr, although the decree has boon set 
aside on the ground of collusion (Buf^r v. ButUr^ [1894] P. 25, 0. A.). 

(m) Stoaie v. Stoate (1861), 30 L. J. (p. if. & A.) 102 ; Sopwith v. Hopwith (1861 ), 

30 L. J. (P. IL A A.) 131 ; ^ncroft y. Bancroft and (1864) 3 Sw. A Tr. 610. 

fn) Doed. Morris y, Rosser (1802), 3 East, 16; Thorps v. Ai/r« (1834), I 
Ad. A El. 926 ; Commings v. Heard (1809), L. R. 4 Q. Ib 669 ; Oaeret v. Aiulouu 
(1893), 62 L. J. (q. b.) 633, 637, C. A. ; but see Newall v. Elliot 32 L, 

(EX.) 120; and see title Estoppel, p. 364, auie. An award on a roforenoe 

fc the court is equivalent to the veitlict of a jury, see title AEBlTRATroir, 
.1., p.490. , . 

(o) R V. Cotton (1813), 3 Camp. 444; Dos d. Smith and Payns v. Webber 
1834), 1 Ad. A 1^ 119; Evans v. Rees (1639), 10 Ad. A El. 151; Wenman 
Udy)y. Mackenzie (1855), 5 B. A B. 447. In SheUina v. Farmer (1725), I 
Jtra. 646, and Doe d. Chaumer v. Boulter (1837), 6 Ad. A Bl. 675, awards 
were admitted in evidence against persons whom the court regarded as privies, 
although they appear to have been in fact strangers. 

( pyBrett y.Becdee (1829), Mood. A M. 416 ; Brtao v. Haren (1874), 9 1. B. C. L. 20. 
(o) Hutcheson v. Eaton (1884), 13 Q. B. D, 861,0. A.; Falkingham v. Vkiorian 
Mautoays ComnUssumer, [1900] A. C. 452, P. C. « « , ^ ^ . 

(r) Arbitration Act. 1889 (52 A 53 Viet c. 49), a. 11 (2} ; Be Palmer A Co. and 
Hosken A Co.. [18981 1 Q. B. 131, 0. A. 

(•) 8 A 9 Yict e. f8. 

m RsckeU V. Midland RaU. Co. (1866), L. E. 1 C. P. 241 ; Be Newbold and 
TheMetropoUkm RaU. Go. (1863), 14 C. B. (n. a.) 405 ; B. v. Cambrian Rail, Co. 
(1869), Lb B. 4 Q. B. 320 ; Rhodes y, Airedale Drainage Commieeionere (1876), 1 
O. P. D.402, 0. A.; Be East London RaU. Co., OthePe (^im(I890),24Q. B. D. 
607, a A. And see title CowruLSOET Pueoease of LanAJO) CoMPursATiog, 
Vol. VI.. p. 83, .... 

(a) Thus a report by the dbief gas eEamioer in tbs nstropolis is virtually a 
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sioT. 2 . For example, reports of the Committee of the Law Society (t), 
Proof of reports of Charity Commissioners (c), and reports of the official 
Contents of receiver in bankruptcy {d) are admissible ; but reports of Chancery 
Doonments. visitors (e) and reports of inspectors appointed by the Board of 
Trade under the Companies Act, 1862 (/), are inadmissible in proof 
of the facts reported therein. 

Depotiiiona 761 . At common law depositions taken in a judicial proceeding 
are admissible in evidence in a subsequent judicial proceeding in 

E roof of the facts stated therein (g)^ provided (1) the proceedings are 
etween the same parties or their privies (b) ; (2) the issues involved 
are the same, or substantially the same, in both proceedings (t) ; 


iudgmont, and, os it is final and a basis for future proceedings, must not be 
based on ex jnirte statements {IL v. London Counti/ Council^ Expftrte Commercial 
Oas Co, (1895), 11 T. L. B. 337). For the principles governing the admissibility 


p. 472, supra, 

(51 & 52 Viet 0. 65), s. 13. And see i2e A SoUettor 

in 8 
L(4); 


of public documents see 

(6) Solicitors Act, 1888 i 
(1891), 36 Sol. Jo. 94. 

(c) Charitable Trusts (Recovery) Act, 1891 (64 & 63 Viet. c. 17), s. 5 (1). 

(d) Bankruptcy Act, 1883 (46 A 47 Viet. c. 52), ss. 18 (9), 28 (4) ; Bankruptcy 
Act, 1890(53 A 54 Viet. c. 71), a. 8 (5). And see Re Wallace, Ex parte Campbell 
(1885), 15 Q. B. D. 213, 0. A. ; Re Jiumihlow, Ex parte Official Receiver (1685), 
63 L. T. 155 ; Re Sharp, Ex parte Sharp (1893), 10 Morr. 114. 

(e) Roe V. Nix, [1893] P. 53. See Lunacy Act, 1890 (63 A 64 Viet c. 5), s. 185. 

(/) 25 A 26 Yict c. 89, s. 56 ; Re Grosvenor and West End Terminus Hotel 

Co. (1897), 13 T. L. B. 309, 0. A. A report of the inspector is admissible as 
evidence of the opinion of such inspector {ibid*), 

(p) Although a deposition is admissible as secondary evidence, any statement 
in such deposition which ought not to have been received in evidence in the 
former proceeding is inadmi^ible {Roe d. Pellatt v. Ferrars (1801), 2 Bos. A P. 
542,648; Steinkellerv. Newtoti{mS),9 0.&F. 313; Tvjtony, irAifw>re(1840), 
12 Ad. A El. 370 ; Small v. Natme (1849), 13 Q. B. 840). As to depositions, 
see generally title Peaotics and Pkocedure, and as to the use of depositions 
in criminal cases, see title Criminal Law and Procedurk, Vol. IX, p. 365. 

(A) Humphreys v. Pensam (1836), 1 My. A Cr. 580, per Iiord Cottenham, at 
p. 586 : ** Ilepusitions can only 1)6 road for or against those who are parties or 
privies to the suit in which the deposition was taken ; and they cannot be read 
lor a party unless they can also be read against him.’* See also Smith v. Veals 
(1699), 1 Ld. Baym. 735; Anon, (1703), cited in Smith v. Veale, supra, C\dcer v. 
Farewell (1729), 2 P. Wms, 563 ; i><>e d, Foster v. Ikrby (JSTar/) (1834), 1 Ad. A EL 
783; Gray v. Haig (1852), 21 L. J. (on.) 542. They are inadmissible against 
strangers uIsaAtcortA v. Pembroke {Cimniess) (1668), ifard. 472 ; Coke y. Fountain 
(1686), 1 Vern. 413 ; Peterhorovgh {Earl) y, Norfolk {Duchess) (1702), Free. Ch. 
212 : affirmed sub nom, Peterborough {Earl) y, Germaine (1703), 3 Bro. Pari. Oas« 
539 ; hfackworih y, Penrose (n28}, 1 Dice. 50; Niblett y, Danid (1731), Bunb. 
310; Qmntock v. Rulten (1820), 5 Madd. 81 ; Ooodenough y, Alway (1826), 2 
Binu A St. 481 ; Mtlen y* Andrews (1820), Mood. A M. 336 ; Atkins y, Humphreys 
(1830), 1 Mood. A B. 523 ; Hope y, hiddsll (No. 2) (1855), 21 B^v. 180; Morgan 

'*866), L. B. 2 0. P. 117 ; Evomsy, Msrth^ Tyafil Urban District Council^ 

Ch. 241, 0. A. ; but where such stranger, although not actually on 

M j 


EHcholl 

[1899] 


the record, was substantially a party to the former proceedings, the depositioiis 
are admissible against him (IVr9>A< v. Dm d. Taiham (1834), 1 AA A El, 3, 13, 
Ex. Ch. ; Dm d, HuUn v. Pemyll (1852), 3 Osr. A Eir. 323 ; and see Bums v. 
Frert (1828), 2 Md. 167 ; WUHams ▼. Broadhead (t827> 1 Sim, 1511 
(«) Ikfby i^&srt) y, Foster (LS35), 1 Ad. A 791, n. (h) ; Uanovsr v, Sem^fray 
FhUlips y, Itanomr (1881), 19 D, 224, 0. A. In criminal cases where the 
party is oharg^ in the firet prooeediiM with one offence, and in the eeoiMid 

proceedmge with a diBhrent offence^ flbe depontione taken in the firet ere 

„ ^ 


admiseible in the eeoond prooeedi^, provided the iesnee ere suhstantielly the 
MOM (it. T. AiiM (1817), Rum. A £f. 338. 0. 0. a ; (1884), 4 F. A F. 

83; A. T. WiUiam (1871), 13 Om, 0. C. 101; B. t. BnMfg (1873). 13 One. 
C. 0. 383; bat aea it. ▼. LMttkr CUO), 3 Ow. A Eir. IdS; B. t. DOman 
(1833), 6 Om, a a 83). 
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( 9 ) the party against whom the depositions are tendered had full 
opportunity of cross-examining the deponent when the deposition 
was being taken {k ) ; and (4) the deponent is either dead (0> 
insane (m), kept out of the way by the opposite party (n), too ill to 
travel (o), or (in civil cases) beyond the jurisdiction (p). 

If any one of these conditions is not fulfilled, the deposition is 
generally inadmissible, although it may be admissible (where the 
deponent is dead) even against strangers, if it relates to pedigree ( 9 ), 
or to matters of public or general interest, where reputation would 
be evidence (r). A deposition may always be used as an admission 


(A?) A,-0. V. Daviaon (1825), M‘Cle. & Yo. 160, Ex. Ch. ; SteinlcelUr v. NewUm 
(1840), 9 C. & P. 313 ; ScoUy, Van Sajufau (1845), 8 Jur. 1114 ; JR. v. Day (1852), 
6 Cox, 0. 0. 55 ; Filxgerald v. Fitzgerald (1863), 33 L. J. (r. M. & A.) 39. Actual 
oroBS-examiDation is not necessary if full opportunity was provided and tho 
person against whom the deposition is being used did not choose to avail him- 
self of such opportunity {Howard v. Tremaine (1692), 1 Salk. 278; Caztniwve v. 
Vaughan (1813), 1 M. & S. 4; M^Comhie v. Anfon (1843), 6 Man. & O. 27; 
Whyte y. Hallett (1859), 28 L. J. (EX.) 208). As to depositions taken by a 
coroner at an inquest, see title Coroneus, VoL VIII., p. 291. 

(l) MordyU {L<trd) Case (1666), Kel. 53, 55, H. L. ; Pykey. Crouch (1696), 1 
lid. Rajun. 730 ; Strutt v. Itovingdon (1803), 5 Esp. 56 ; Doncaster Corporation y. 
Day (1810), 3 Taunt. 262 ; Wright v. Doe d. Tatham (1834), 1 Ad. A El. 3, Ex. Oh. 
The death must be prov^. It is not sufficient to snow that the deposition was 
taken fifty years before {Benson v. Olive (1731), 2 Stra. 920). In the old casos, 
Nevil y. Jonnson (1703), 2 Yem. 447; Barstow v. Pofmes (1704), Free. Oh. 
233; London Corporation v. Perkins (1734), 3 Bro. Pari. Cos* 602, althouf^h, 
appmntly, the deaths of the deponents wore not proved, the depositions wits 
admitted ; but see Carrington v. Oornock (1829), 2 Sim. 567 ; Blagrave v. 
Blagrave (1847), 16 L. J. (cir.) 346. 

(m) It, V. Eriswell {Inhabitants) (1790), 3 Term Rep. 707, 721. In It, v. 
Marshall (1841), Car. A M. 147, the deposition was admitted, although the 
insanity was only of a temporary character, sed guare, 

(n) MorelyU {Lord) Case, supra ; (Jreen v. Outewick (1672), Buller, Nisi Friiis, 
239; B. y, Guttridge (1840), 9 C. A P. 471. 

(o) In civil oases this fact will usually enable the deposition to be admitted 
in evidence {Lutterell v. Reyodl (1670), 1 Mod. Rep. 282, 284 ; Bradley y 
Crackenthorp (1752), 1 Dick. 182; Jones y. Jones {17 Hit), 1 G>x, Eq, Cos. 184, 
Jones V. Brewer (1811), 4 Taunt. 46; Andrews v. Palmer {1812), 1 Vos. A B. 
21; Corbett V. Corbett (1813), 1 Vcs. A B. 335, but see Harrison y , Blwles 
(1813), 3 Camp. 457 ; Dos d. Lhryd v. Evans (1827), 3 C. A P. 219). In criminal 
cases, however, the sickness of a deponent, although it may be a good ground 
for postponement of a trial (R. v. iSamye (1831), 5 C. A F. 143), is not 
suflBcient to allow the deposition to be given in evidence, unless it is shown 
that he will prolMbly never be able to attend the trial {IL v. Jlogg (1833), 6 
C. A P. 170; R. V. WiUhaw (1841), Oar. A M. 145). 

(p) Fry y. Wood (1737), 1 Atk. 445; Fonsick T. Agar (1800), 6 ICsp. 92; 
Falconer y. Hanson (1808), 1 Camp. 171 ; Proctor y. Lainson (1830). 7 0. A P. 
629; SiUs y. Brown (1840), 9 0. A P. 001,603; Rohinson y . MarkU {lUl), 2 
Mood. A E.375; Carruthers y, Graham (1841), 10 h. J. (U. B.) 364; Varkas 
y. French (1849), 2 Car, A Kir. 1008. In criminal oases, this fact will not 
enable the depositiou to be given in evidence {Morely^s (Lord) Case, supra; 
It. y. Hagan (1837), 8 0. A P. 167; R. y. 5«it/s (1^1), 20 L. J. (M. o.) 
229; R y. Austin (1856), 25 L. J. (M. c.) 48, C. C. R.). On proof that diligent 
but ineffectual search has been made for the deponent, the deposition is 
probably admissible in eyidenoe in ciril cases (Falconer y. Hanson^ supra; 
Wiedemann y. Walpole (1891), Times, 15th June), but not in criminal cosee 
(Mordy*$ (Lord) Cose, supra). 

(e) ues y. Ward (1857), 7 B. A B. 509 ; see further p. 469, ante. 

(r) Buller, Nisi Friws, pp, 239—242 ; Terwit y. Gresham (1666), 1 Cos. in Ch, 
73 ; y. PhiUipps (1816) 4 IL A a 480 ; see, further, n. 467, ante. Ae to 

•dmit^ a deposition as a dying declaration see B. y. Jones (1 885), 49 J. P. 72a 
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against the depooent, whenever he is aparty(«), or to contradict 
or corroborate him (t), or to refresh the memory of the official who 
took down the deposition (a). 

By statute depositions have been made admissible in evidence 
in various proceedings, although the conditions which would 
have been necessary for their admissibility at common law have 
not been fulfilled ; for example, those taken under the Indictable 
Offences Act, 1848 (b), the Bankruptcy Act, 1883(c), and the 
Matrimonial Causes Act, 1857 (d) ; and, finally, in any cause (e) 
or matter (/), where it shall appear necessary for the purposes 
of justice, the judge may order the deposition of any person to 
be taken (g), but in the absence of any direction by the judge such 
deposition is not admissible in evidence without the consent of the 
other party unless the judge is satisfied that the deponent is dead, 
beyond the jurisdiction, or unable to attend from sickness or other 
infirmity (k). The party intending to use such deposition must 
give notice in writing to the opposite party of such intention (t). 

All evidence taken on the hearing or trial of any cause or 
matter may be used in any subsequent proceedings in the same 
cause or matter (j). 


(b) In High Court. 

762 . Judicial proceedings in the High Court may be proved 
by production of the original record (A) or by verified copies (/), but 


{«) /If Cooper, Ex parle Hall (1882), 19 Ch. D. 680, C. A., per Jessel, M.R.. 
at p. 683 : ** Any atatement made bv a man upon oath, may be ueed against 
him as an admission.'* And see Coie ▼. Hadley (1840), 11 Ad. & £1. 807, 

(C) Anon, (1720), Mos. 118; and see Criminal Procedure Act, 18^ (28 A 29 
Tict. c. 18), 88. 4, 6. 

(а) It. V. Mann (1885), 40 J. P. 743. 

(б) 11 A 12 Yict. c. 42,8. 17 ; see title Crimikal Law and Procedure, 
Vol. IX., p. 316. 

(r) 46 A 47 Viet. c. 62, 8. 136; Bankruptcy Hules, r. 66; see also title 
Bankrui*tct and Insolvency, Vol. II,, p. 318. 

\d) 20 A 21 Tioi c. 85 ; see title Husband and Wife. 

f) See Judicature Act, 1873 (36 A 37 Viet. c. 66), 8. 100. 

[/) Ibid. 

(g) R. 8. C.. Ord. 37, r. 6. 

{h) B. 8. 0., Ord, 37, r. 18 ; and see Kadin y. Baeeett f 1883), 26 Ch. D. 21, 
0. A. ; Concha y. Cmicha (1886), 11 App. Cas. 641. B. 8. C., Oi^. 37, r. 3, which 
says that an order to read evidence Uxen in another cause or matter shall not 
be neosssi^, does not alter the admissibility of the evidence in the cause in 
which it is sought to be read (Friniing, Telegraph and Oonstrudion Co. o/ the 
Jgenee Haras y. Hrucker, [1894] 2 Q. B. 801, C. A.). 

(i) R. 8. C., Old. 37, r. 24. 

04 r. 26. 

(ij^The order of a judge or master is required before affidavits or records of 
the High Court can be tuen from the Central Office (B. S. C. Ord. 61, r. 28). 
In the case of a judraent, the complete record or a copy, not merely the 
minutes, must be produced {God^roy y. Jatf (1827), 3 0 . A P. 192). Cmnpare 
King y. Birch (1842), 3 Q. B. 426, 431 ; M, v. Smith (18281, 8 B. A 0 . 341. A 
decree which, Imving been ootisented to by all parties, was held, in an actioii, to 
be a confirmation of a settlement relating to the same property was allowed to 
be proyed by an affidavit verifying the hill, answer, and decree, and the identity 
of one of the parties with the juaintilf in the sotien (W^tlf ?« Cox (1876), 2 p. 
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the original must be produced if issue has been joined on an Recr. 2 . 
allegation of nul tiel record (m). ^ ^ Proof of 

Copies are of four hinds : examined copies, office copies, exemplifi- Contents of 
cations under the Great Seal, and exemplifications under tlie seal of Poounents* 
the court (n). 

The accuracy of examined copies must be proved by the evidence proved by 
of a witness who has compared the copy with the original or with 
what the officer of the court read as the contents of the original ( 0 ), Examined 
but it is not necessary for the persons examining to exchange 
papers and read them alternately (p). An examined copy will not 
be admitted if it contains abbreviations not in the original (q). 

Where the document in question is an ancient one, the witness Ancient 
proving an examined copy must have been able to read and document, 
understand the original when he compared the copy with it (r). 

Another recognised form of copy is an office copy. Office copies of Office copies, 
all writs, records, proceedings, and documents filed in the High Court 
are admissible in the same way as the original (a) ; their authenticity 
is shown by the seal of the Central Office (0* 

Office copies of certain documents of a judicial nature are also 
made admissible by statute (a). 

Other recognised forms of copies are exemplifications under the Rxcmpiificn. 
Great Seal and exemplifications under the seal of the court where ^^ons. 
the record remains (c). Judicial notice is taken of the seals attached 
to these copies (d). 

To prove that an action was pending and was tried as alleged in 
an indictment for perjury, the production by the officer of the court 
of a copy of the writ and pleadings properly filed and the original 
order dismissing the action have been admitted (e). 


(c) In County Court, 

763. The proceedings of a county court are proved either by judicini 
the registrar by the note thereof entered in his book or by a copy proceedingt 
of such entry sealed with the court seal and purporting to be signed 


fm) 2 Taylor. Law of Evideooe, lOtb ed.. a. 1535. 

M 8ee pp. 522 to 524, ante, 

(o) IlolJ y. Dari (1809) 2 Taunt. 62 ; and see p. 524, ante, and cases cited m 
next note. 

(p) Btid v. JIfarwow (1808). 1 Camp. 469; ItoUf v. /Mrf, eupra ; M*Se%l v. 
Perchardiim) 1 l&p. 263; Oyh$ v. Hill (1809), 1 Camp. 471. n. ; Fy$<m y. Kemp 
(1833). 6 C.& P.71. 

(v) A. v. Chrieiian (1842). Car. & M. 388. 

(r) The Crawford and Lr^rny Veeroyee (1848). 2 II. L. Cos. 534. 

(•) R. A C., Ord. 37, r. 4 ; and eee p. 523, ante, 

(0 B.8. C.,Ord.61,r. 7. , 

(a) See the BiUs of Sale Act. 1878 (41 A 42 Viet, c, 31), s. 10 (hills of sale 
etc.); Conyeyancing Act. 1882 (45 A 46 Viet c. 39). s. 2 (1), (2) (certificates 
of searchee), s. 7 (7) (8) (oertifioates of acknowh^ments by mamed women). 

(5) In BeaerUy Corporaiiim r. Craven (1838). 2 Mood. A H. 140, a document 
was admitted, although the Croat Seal was missing from it. on the ground that it 
was ancient and inoduced from the proper custody. Exemnlifiostions under 
the Oraat Seal must now be esnsiderea obsolete os a method of preying xeoordi. 

(c) Tkeee are also obsolete. 

(a) Sea pp. 495, 496, ante, ^ ^ ^ 

(s) JL i,hoU (1877), 2 a B. D. 415, C. 0. E, 

itL.— xm. 
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%IBI. Mvi sealed by the registrar (/). Such entry or copy js binding even 
’hwdtil against the evidence of the judge who proves from a private 
Contents of memorandum that he intended to make a different order (ff), and 
Pocanents. cannot be varied by the judge’s indorsement of the summons (h), 
nor by an informal letter from the registrar to one of the 
parties (0- 

Judge'* note On appeal to a Divisional Court, the judge’s note cannot be 
impeached by affidavit, shorthand note, or otherwise (k), but the 
onappaaL I|. ogg extraneous evidence to explain any 

ambiguity (Q. 

(d) In Criminal CourU 

jndiciid 754. The triali conviction, or acquittal of any person charged 
proc^injyi with an indictable offence may be proved by certified copy of the 

coMt. record purporting to be under the hand of the clerk of the court or 

other ofScer (m) having custody of the records of the court where 
the conviction or acquittal took place (n). 

Prcvioui Any previous conviction may further be proved by producing a 

convictions, record or extract thereof (o), together with proof of identity (p). 
Summary As regards summary proceedings in particular, the register of 
procaedingsa the court (or a certified extract) is pnmd fade evidence of the 
matters entered therein in a court acting for the same place as 
the court whose proceedings are entered in the register (q), while 


(/) County Courts Act, 1888 f5l & 52 Viet. c. 43), s. 28. Such entry or copy 
is also proof of the regularity of the proceedings (ibid, / and see B, v. Boherti 
(1878), 14 Cox, 0, C. 101, C. 6. B.). 

(<;) Den% ▼, B%jley (1851), 20 L. J. (c. r.) 204. 
ih) 8t(mor v. Fowle (1887), 13 App. Cos. 20. 

(i) Ibid. 

(k) Huddleaten v. Fumm Rail. Co. (1899), 15 T. L. B. 238, 0. A. 

i l) Ibid. ; and see title County Courts, Vol. VIII., p. 608. 
m) Or the deputy of such clerk or officer. 

(n) Evidence Act, 1851 (14 & 15 Viet. o. 9^, s. 13 ; compare Criminal 
Proc^ure Act, 1865 (28 & 29 Viet c. 18), s. 6. This evidence is admissible in 
all civil and criminal proceedings ; see Bkhardwn v. (1873), L. B. 8 Exch. 
69. At common law it was necessary to produce the record or an examined 
copy (B, y. Smith (1828), 8 B. & C. 341 ; narUty y. Hindmanh (1866), L. B. 1 
0. r. 553). This method of proof is, of course, still available; see p. 524, 


(o) In the case of an indictable offence this is a certificate by the derk or 
other officer ; in the case of summary oonvictions, a copy thereof signed by a 
justice of the peace or by the proper officer of the court 

(p) Prevention of Crimes Act, 1871 (34 4t 35 Viet o. 112), a. 18. This Act 
leaves untouched older methods of proving convictions in certain cases ; these 
are under the Transportation Act, 1824 (5 Ceo. 4, o. 84), a. 24 (sentences of 
transportation or banishment) ; see if . v. Par$(m$ (1866), L. B. 1 0. 0. B. 24 ; 
Criminal Law Act 1827 (7 ft 8 Qeo. 4, o. 28), s. 11 (previous oonviction for 
felony); Criminal Prooeanre Act, 1851 (14 ft 15 Viet o. 100), a 22 (previous 
convictions in a trial for pe^i:^) ; Larceny Act 1861 (24 ft 25 Viet c. 96), 
s. 1 16 (proof of previous convictions in an indictment under the Act) ; Coina^ 
Offencea Act, 1861 (24 ft 25 Viet c. 99), a 37 (proof of previous oonvictions in 
wi indictment under the Act). 


the court is tbs asms in both oases (Lemdm Sekodl Beam v, Bmrvmf (1879), 
4a.B.D.451; ChsimMoiiir v. ibiip«a% [1903] 
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a certificate of dismiBsal given by justices is evidence of such *• 

dismissal (r). Proof ef 

The sessions book of a court of quarter sessions made up and Contents rf 
recorded by the clerk of the peace from minutes taken by him in Docum^ 
court is admissible in a similar court in the same county to prove Quarter 
the proceedings of the court («). eegsiona 

(e) Other Judicial Procetdingi, 

755. Becords and other judicial documents (0 of the old Judicial 
superior courts of law and equity are proved in the same way as P«>c^ings 
records etc. of the High Court (a). sSwrlor 

Bankruptcy proceedings may be proved by production of the coum 
original document, or by a copy sealed or signed by the judge or Bankruptcy 
certified by a registrar (6). prooeedingi. 

Adjudications in bankruptcy may be proved by the production 
of the adjudication under the seal of the court or by a copy of the 
Gazette containing a notice thereof (c). 

Judgments of the House of Lords are proved by an examined Ju^ents 
copy of the minutes (d) or by printed copy of the Lords’ 
journals (c). wx-oraa, 

(r) Summary Jurisdiction Act, 1879 (42 & 43 Viet c. 49 s. 27 (4) (indictable 
offences) ; s. 44 (assaults). Dismissal may still be proven otherwise than by 
such certificate (see R, v. Hutchins (1880), 6 Q. B. D, 353 ; reversed sub nom, 

Jt, y, Hutchings (1881), 6 Q, B. D. 300, C. A.). 

(s) It. y, Ycoveley {Inhabitants) (1838), 8 Ad, &E1. 800. 

(^j This includes answers in Cnancery (Ewer v. Ambrose (1825), 4 B. & 0. 25; 

Highfidd v. Peake (1827), Mood. & M, 109); depositions (Duncan v. Bcott (1807), 

1 Camp. 100); rules of court (Sdftyy, Harris (1698), I Ijd. Raym. 745). In 
some cases ancient judicial proce^ings have been admitted without being 
strictly proved; see Beverley Oorporation v. Craven (1838), 2 Mood. & E. 140, 
cited note (5), p. 649, ante; Byam v. Booth (1816), 2 rrice, 231, 231, u, ; 

Bayley v. TlV*^ (1^91)* 9 Esp* 

(a) Sc« p. 548, ante. In the cose of other old courts, such as the old Court 
of Admiralty, the Ecclosiasticai Courts, and the Court of Stannaries, judicial 
documents may, it seems, bo proved by cxempUficaiions or by examined 
copies, but not now by olBoe copies. 8^ It. y. Hains (1695), Comb. 337. 

Many of these documents are placed under the custody of the Master of the 
Bolls by the Public Record Office Act, 1838 (1 & 2 Viet. c. 94). For proof of 
documents in that custody, see ss. 12 and 13 of the Act and p. 524, ante. 

Where the record is lost a certified copy of the entry in the judgment book will 
be admitted (Re Tollemache^ Ex parte Anderson (1885), 14 Q. B. D. 606, 0. A.). 

(5) Bankruptcy Act, 1883 (46 A 47 Viet. c. 62), s. 131. This Act also contains 
provisions for proving the appointment of a trusts (by certificate of the Board 
of Trade, a. 138), facts stated in notices (by a copy of the London Gazette con* 
taming such notices, s. 132 (1) ; this is conclusive in certain oases, s. 132 (2) ), 
and proooedings of meetiugs (by minutes signed by chairman, s. 133 (1 ) ). The 
yalidity of a oompositiou or scheme is proved by certificate of the official 
receiver (see Bankruptcy Act, 1890 (63 A 54 Viet. c. 71), s. 3 (13) }. As to the 
admissibility of orders and certificates by the Boatd of Trade, see Bankruptcy 
Act, 1883 (46 A 47 Viet. c. 62), s. 140. The provisioD in s. 17 of that Act, that 
the aaewera of the debtor read over and signed by ^ i^y thereafter be used 
in evidenoe against him, is not limited to prooemnge in bankruptcy (Re A 
HUmior (18W, 25 Q. B. D. 17, 0. A.). See also title BiJrxEirrFcnr axu 
XjreoLvzircT, VoL n., p. 110. 

(e) M. ▼. Thrnim (1870), 11 Cox, C. 0. 635 ; Bankruptey Aet» 1888 (46 A 47 

V& a. 62), •.182(1}. (2). 

an Sanatui (1774), 1 Cowp. 17« 

(s) Seep. 627, asle. 
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Orders of justices forming a highway district are proved by 
certified copy(/). 

Judgments in inferior courts (g) are proved by the production of 
the minute book containing an entry of the judgment (/<), or by the 
notes or parol evidence of the officer of the court where no such 
entry exists (i). 

An award is proved by the production and proof of execution of 
the award (which must be signed by all the arbitrators {k) in the 
presence of each other ({))> the submission itself (m), and, where 
the award is made by an umpire, the appointment of the umpire (}/). 

But where the award is made in a reference under an order 
of court, production of the award and the order is primd facie 
evidence of the validity of the award (o). 

In the case of an award made under statute by a public officer, 
the validity of the award is presumed (p), unless it be proved that 
subsequent usage has not been in accordance with the award (q), or 
tliat the award was made without jurisdiction. In the latter case, 
even though the statute enacts that the award is to be conclusive 
evidence that all the directions of the Act in relation to the matter 
set forth which ought to have been obeyed have been obeyed, yet it 

(/) Highway Act, 1804 (27 & 28 Viet. c. 101), a. 12. See title IIiaiiWAYa, 
Btueets ani> Bridoes. 

(//) Such aa a sheriff's court {Arundell v. White (1811), 14 Euat, 210) ; a court 
of summary jurimlictiou (Lmdon School Board v. //ar re// (1879), 4 Q. li. D. 451) ; 
a court baron {Ihjnon v. Wood (1824), 3 B. & C. 449) ; the mayor’s court {Fiaher 
V. J.ahe (1772), 2 AVm. 111. 834); a manor court (Daivaon v. (/reyory (1845), 7 
Q. B. 756). 

(/i) See cosoa cited in last note. 

(i) See Ihjafin v. Wood^ au}*ra; Manning v. Eastern Countiea Bail, Co, 
(1843), 12 M. & W. 237. On an appeal from a registrar or master the court 
will only recognise the note of its officer, and will not hoar other evidence 
as to w6at took place before him {Sykea y, Sykea, [1897] P. 306, C. A.). An 
order of a master in lunacy made under a. 1 16 of the Lunacy Act, 1890 (53 A 54 
Viet c. 5), reciting that a person was of unsound mind, though not so found 
by inouisition, is admissible as fmmA facie evidence that the person was pre- 
vented from appearing in a suit by reason of accident or misfortune, or not 
having received due notice (Ilarrey v. /?., [19011 A. C. 601, P. 0.). 

(k) If the submission empowers less than tne full number to make the 
•ward, execution by all is unnecessary, provided that all were given the 
opportunity of executing (irAifev. Sharp (1844), 12 M. W. 712; Wright v. 
iimham (1848), 3 Exch. 131 ; Be Beck and Jackaon (1857), 1 0. B. (N. 8.) 095). 

(/) Stalworth v. Inna (1844), 13 M. ft W. 466; Wright r. Oraham, attprii ; Kada 
T. iraiom# (1854), 4 De O. M. ft O. 674, 688, 689; Lord v. Ii>rd (1856). 
5 E. ft B. 404 ; Berwy v. Bead (1845), 7 Q. B. 79, where the submission had 
been made a rule of court, but we principle above stated was held to apply ; 
Ci»mpm Be Beck and Jackaon^ supra, Evidenoe may be given by an arbitrator 
on imints of fact in explanation of his award (/fe Bare Pulley Bail. Cct (1868), 
L. U. 6 E^. 429) ; see title Arhithation, Vol. I., p. 477. 

(ei) This must be shown to have been executed by all pa^es {Ferrer y, Oren 
(1827), 7 B. ft 0. 427). including the party relying on it {Brazier v. Jmea 
(1828), 8 B. ft C. 124) ; aee also Antram v. Vhue (1812), 15 Hast, 209. 

(m) Still y, Halford (1814), 4 Camp. 17. As to enlargement of time, which 
must also be proved, aee lhavia v. Vaaa (1812), 15 East, 97* 

(«) (Haborne y. Hurt (1839), 5 M. ft W. 50 ; see Drmer y. Stanafitid (1845), 
: I M. ft W. 822« per Parks, B., at p. 828. 

(p) Ikied, Bciertay, Moaiyn (1852), 12 0. B. 268; Williama y, Sutm (I859)« 
4 II. ft N. 357, Ex. Ch. ; oompeie Doe d. Nanney y, (lore (1837), 2 EL ft W. 320* 
(y) R, y. Haalintg/Md {JnkabUoHU) (1814), 2 M* ft S. 5M ; oompare Manminp 
v. KaaUam Cowaiim Baik eupm. 
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will not be eoncluBive as to matters which the public ofiScer had no 
jurisdiction to determine (r). 

(x,) Frdhute and Leiim of Adminutralvm^ 

756 . Probates and letters of administration, and copies thereof 
respectively, purporting; to be sealed with a seal of the Court of 
Probate («), are evidence in all parts of the United Kingdom without 
further proof (f). In cases where this provision is inapplicable, 
probate and letters of administration may be proved by the Probate 
Act-book of the Prerogative Court containing an entry that the w ill 
has been proved or letters of administration granted (a), or by an 
examined or certified copy of such book(/i), or by minutes and 
proof of the will and sealing of probate indorsed on the will by the 
surrogate and registrar of the ecclesiastical court (r). 

Probates and letters of administration (whether the grant bo 
general or limited ((/)) granted by the courts of certain Britisli 
possessions or by British courts in a foreign country may be made 
admissible in England (e), 

757. The production of probate or letters of administration, or 
their equivalent (/), is, if the testator be in fact dead (//), the sole (A) 
and conclusive (tj proof of the title of the personal representative, 
but not of the identity of the person obtaining it(/r). It makes 
no difference that the will proved was obtained by fraud (0 or 
forged (i;.). Probate is, moreover, until annulled, conclusive proof 


(r) Jacomb v. Turner^ [1892] 1 Q. B. 47. 

(a) Court of IVobate Act, 1857 (20 & 21 Viet. c. 77), b. GO. This iucludos ihs 
seals of district registries. 

(() /bid.f 8. 22. As to using the probate as evideuce in an action relutiiig to 
real estate and notice of the intention so tr> do, see p. 512, ante. 

(ft) Cox 7. AUtngham (1822), Jac. 514. There is no hocimity to account 
for the non-production of the probate itself (ibidX See also h'Uen t. KeddHl 
(1807), 8 East, 187 ; DaHa v. WiHiama (1811), 13 East, 232. 

(b) Evidence Act, 1861 (14 & 15 Viet c. 99). s. 14. In Ihrrdt v. Meux (1851), 
15 C. B. 142, an unstamped copy of the Act-book was admitted under this 
section to prove that a ceilain person was named executor in the will. 

(c) Doe d. Baaaett v. Mew (1837), 7 Ad. A El. 240; oompare Oortoft v. Dyann 
(1819), 1 Brod. A Bing. 219. 

(d) In the Oooda of Smith (1903). 20 T. L. B. 119. 

(«) Colonial Probates Act, 1892 (55 Vkt. c. C), is. 2, 3; see title I)EI*E5r- 
DENCiss AND Colonies, Vol. X., p. 559. 

(/) See iupra. 

iff) Alien v. Dundaa (1789), 3 Term Rep. 125. 

(A) Finney v. Finney (1828), 8 B. A C. 335 ; Finney v. Hunt (1877), 6 Ch. D. 
98; compare Cox v. AlUngkam (1822), Joe. 514; He Ivory, Haukin v. Tamer 
(1878), 10 Ch. D. 372, C. A. ; and see p. 518, note (y). ante. 

(•) Allen v. Dimdaa, aupra; compare Marru4 v. Marrivl, (1725), 1 Stra, 
600. 

Ik) Ex parU Jollife (1845), 8 Beat. 1€8. 

(0 Mduiah f . Milton (1876), 3 Ch, D. 27. 0. A. 

(m) Allen v. Dundaa, eupra, Semble, the Court of Probate alone oaa revoke 
probate, although another court may, if neceesary, decide that a will is e 
forgery (Frieetmm T, Thomaa (1884), 9 P. I>. 210, per Cotton, at 
p. 214); Mtluiah ▼. MHtm, eupra, per James, L.J., at p. 33; **No other 
cxmxi** (than Court of Probate) '*can listen to the allegation that the will 
was obtaiued by fraud.'* Oimpore AUen v. M'Fltereon (1847), 1 IL Caa. 191. 
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Bank !n 
general not 
bound to 
produce Its 
books. 
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of bonkers’ 
books. 


(i.) Banlcers' Docks, 

758. A bank {d) cannot in general, without an order of the 
court (e), be compelled to produce its books in any case to which it 
is not a party, but may instead allow examined copies of entries in 
such books to be made (/). Such copies are in every case, and as 
against the whole world, primd facie evidence of the matters 
recorded if it be shown tliat the book from which the entry was 
copied is one of the ordinary books of the bank and in its custody, 
and that the entry was made in due course of business. 

On the application of any party to the proceedings, the court ig) 


(n) If its validity depends on domicil (see, as to this, title Conflict of Laws, 
Vol. VI. , P* 182 ; ilVaVA'cr v. Hume HSoS), 7 H. L. Cas. 124), probate is primA 
facie evidence of domicil {Karnes v. Hacon (1881), 18 Ch. D. 347, 352, C. A.). 

(o) Concha V. Concha (i8^S6). 11 App. Cas. 541 ; compare Whicker v. liume, 
supra; and see, further, title Conflict of Laws, Vol. VI., pp. 185 et al, 

(p) Whicker v. IlumSt supra, 

(7) Baillis V. Butterfield (1787), 1 Cox, Eq. Cas. 392, where the question was 
whether two legacies were cumulative or not. 

(r) Re Iwry, Ilawkin v. Turner (1878), 10 Ch. D. 372, 0. A.; compare Barrs 
y. Jackson (1M5), 1 Ph. 582. 

(o) Hubbard v. Alexander (187C), 3 Ch. D, 738 ; compare Wlivts ▼. Tthyts 
(l873),L.R.17Eq.50. r- 

(5) Be Bywater, Bywater y, Clarke (1881), 18 Ch. D. 17, 22, 0. A. 

ic) Ibid, ; and see, further, title Wills. When a certified oopy of a French 
will is depomted in the probate registry as well as an English translation which 
was admitted to probate but is incorrect, the court oonstxmng the wiU may look 
at the French copy if none of the parties insist on an application to the Court of 
Probate to oorrect the translation (Be Clijf's Trusts, [1892] 2 Ch. 229, cited in title 
Conflict of Laws, Vol. VI., p. 230, note (cf), where the question of translations 
of wills in a foreign language is referred to). 

(d) For the meaning of bank, bankers et&, see Bankers* Books Evidence Act, 
1879 (42 A 43 Viet 0. ll),s.9; and title Bankkus and B.\kkino, Vol 1., p. 60S, 

(e) See title Bankers and Banking, Vol. 1., pp. 644 — 617. Special cause 
must be shown before such an order can be uuule (Bankers* Books Evidenoe 
Act 1879 (42 A 43 Viet 0. 11), s. 6). For a cose in which on order was refused, 
see limwU y. Wood, [1892] p. 137. 

if) A banker wno does not avail himsdf of this advantage is left with the 
old bal^y to a fnbpcnia ducat tectoa {ErnmoU v. Star Nesmpaper Ch(1892), 
62 L. J. (Q. B.) 77). FW the law prior to the Act see Cooper y. Mmden (1793)» 

includes a magistmte (A. v. Kinghom, [1908] 2 K. B. 949). 
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in 

may allow sneh ^iy to inspect and coot any entries in the boohs 
of any bank in England, Scotland, or Ireland unless the person Fleef ef 

whou account it is sought to inspect states on affidavit that the Coi^tsof 
entries therein are irrelevant {h). The order may, however, be PoM Useu tii 
made although such mrson has made an affidavit of documents 
disclosing his pass-books (i). 

(ii.) Books of Companies and Corporations. 

769. The register of members of a company directed to be kept Compsnj 
by the Companies (Consolidation) Act, 1908 (A:), is pnmd facie regiiten, 
evidence of any matters directed or authorised by the Act to be 
inserted therein (1). 

Similarly, minute books of proceedings at general meetings, or of Minute booka 
directors or managers, are, if purporting to he duly signed, evidence 
of such proceedings (m), and primd facie evidence tbat the meeting 
was held and its proceedings valid (n). 

Where a company is being wound up, all books and papers of the Oom^ny ia 
company and of the liquidators are primd facie evidence of the iiqaiSnUoft. 
facts therein stated as between contributories (o), but not as against 
strangers (p). 

Minutes of the proceedings of certain other bodies have othtr 
been made by statute evidence of the facts therein properly 
recorded (q). 


{h) Tho onlor muFt bo served on tho bank iliroo clear days before it i« to he 
oboyod, unless tbo court otborwiso directs. No notice is necessary either to 
the Dank or to any other |)orson before tho application is inudo (Hankers* Books 
Kvidence Act,* 1879 (42 & 43 Viet. c. 11), s. 7). In Arnott v. Ifayts (1887). 36 
Ch. 1). 731, C. A., it 28 said that tho juri^iction extends to civil cases, and that 
evidence in support of tho application is not essentia), oithou^^h the court may 
require to be satisfied that tiie application is bond fide, and iliat Inspeotion is 
material. As to whether tbo order can bo made in the case of third parties, see 
title Bankers and Banking, Vol. I., p. 646. 

(i) Perrp v. Phosphor Bronze Co, (ISM), 71 L. T. 8M. 

I k) 8 Edw. 7, 0 . 60, s. 25 ; and see title CoiirANiES, VoL V., p. l4St 

1) Ibid,, 8. ^ ; and see title Companies, Vol. V., pp. 151, 152. 

m) Ibid,, B, 71 (2). 

n) Ibid., s. 71 (3). Tho chairman of a general meoting him primd faris 
authority to decide all incidental questions which necessarily require decision 
at the time, and his decision governs the entry of tho mitiute m the books ; his 
decision so entered as to the result of a fioll is valid until displaced (Rs Indian 
Zoedone Co, (1884), 26 Ch. I>. 70, 0. A.). 

(o) (Companies (Consolidation) Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 69), s. 220, This has 
been held to include an allotment book stating the date of ailotinent, although 
there was no record of a board or committee meeting on that date (Be Ureat 
Northern .Sott and Chemical Works, Ex parts Kennedy (1890), 44 Ch. D. 472, 
483) ; and an entry in the oompany's books that a penon is a oontrihutory 
is, until diiqilaced, evidenoe that he is so (Arndts Casen887), 36 Ch. B. 702, 
713, C. A.). For the law under earlier Acts, see Be Mosdey Orem Coal and 
Coke Co., Ud., FoxU Cass (1863), 3 De 0. J.A 8m. 465. 

( p) Bs PyU Works (No. 2), [1801] 1 Ch. 173, per Stirijko, J., at p. 184. 

(oj Public Heath Act, 1875 (38 k 39 Viet. c. 55), Sched. L (1), r. 10, r. 8 (3) 
(mukutes ol meetings d local hoards or committees), IfunicitMil Corpoimtions 
Act, 1882 (45 k 46 Yict o. 50), s. 22 (5) (minutseof meetingsoi town oonnmU) ; 
Education Act, 1002 (2 Edw. 7, c. Sched. I., A (4) (minutee of parooeedincs 
of educatbn oommittoe) ; Sched. X., B (6), (0) (moutee of proceedin f s ol body 
el aieiksgefs appeunted under that Ac^^ 
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Evidence. 

(iii.) LeUer$, 

(a) Posting and Ddiverg, 

760. The posUng of a letter may be proved by the person who 
posted it, or by showing facts from which posting may be pre- 
sumed. Thus, evidence of posting may be given by proving that 
a letter was delivered to a clerk who in the ordinary course of 
business would have posted it (r), or that it was put into a box 
which is cleared every day by the postman («). 

The postmark on an envelope is pi-'md facie evidence as to the 
time and place of posting it). 

The fact that a letter has been posted is evidence, but not con- 
clusive evidence (u), of its delivery (u). In contracts entered into 
wholly or partly by correspondence the acceptance of an offer made 
by letter is complete os soon as a properly addressed letter con- 
taining the acceptance is posted (a). On similar grounds an equit- 
able assignment (6) or a breach of contract (c) may become effective 
on the posting of a letter in terms which sufficiently evidence the 
intention of the sender. 

In many cases provision is made by statute (d) that the 


(r) Trottfr v. Maclean (1879), 13 Ch. D. 574; compare Pnlt ▼. Fairdough 
(1812), 3 Gamp. 305. In JJethennglon v. Keinp (1815), 4 Camp. 193, it waa 
bold insufficient to show that the letter was written by a merchant in his office 
and put on a table for the purpose of being taken to the post office, and that by 
the course of business at the office all letters put on that table were carried to 
the post office by the porter. 

(s) Skilbeck v. Garhett (^1845), 7 Q. B. 846, per Lord Denman, C.J., at p. 849: 
** If a public servant Mongiiig to tho post office takes charge of the letter in 
the exercise of his public duty, it is the same os if it were carried to the office." 
As to letters handed to a postman, see note (e), p. 557, posi, 

(<) IStockm V. Vdlin (IMl), 7 M. & W. 515; He Loudon and Northern Bank, 
Ex parte Jones, [1900] 1 Ch. 220. This applies in the case of special marks 
used by a distnet post office, to show that a letter was posted there and not at 
the General Post Office. In Abhep y. Lilt (1829), 5 Bing. 299, a question was 
raised as to the necessity of calling the person who m^e the post mark to 
prove it; it appears that this must be done in case of dispute, although it is 
said elsewhere that tho evidence of persons who are in the habit of receiving 
letters from the post office in question will suffice ( IVoodcock t. Ilouldeworth 
(1846), 16 M. & W. 124). 

' I BeidputFs Chw (1870), L. E. 11 Eq. 86. 

Compare R, v. Johnson {lion, //.) (1805), 7 East, 65. 
t?ee title Contract, Vol. VII., pp. 352 et seq. 

Alexander y. Steinhardt, IValker A Co,, [1003] 2 K. B. 208. 
ndlland y. Bennett, [1902] 1 K. B. 867, C. A. (letter posted abroad), following 
Che^ y. Thompson (1872), L. XL 7 Q. B. 673, Matthews y. Alexander (1873), 7 
I. B. 0. li. 575, and Hamilkm y. Barr (1886), 18 L. B. Ir. 297, G. A. ; 
compare Muhefdieeher y. La Aseguradora Espanota, [1906] 1 K. B. 2^, 0. A. 
(letter posted in London by agent sent hrom abroad). See also as to payments 
which may be elfected by posting Thairlwall y. OreatNorihem Bail, C^., [19101 
2 K. B. 509, following Norman y. BicketU (1886), 3 T. L. E. 182, C. A. 

(«Q XYoviaions of this description are oontained in the following statutes : — 
Agnoultural Holdings Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 28), s. 45 ; Army Act, 1881 (44 A 45 
Tint 0 . 58), s. 163 ; Children Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 67), s. 87 ; Companies 
(Consdidation) Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 69), s. 116, Sched. I., Table A, art 110 ; 
Companies Clauses Consolidation 1845 (8 A 9 Viot o. 16), s. 136; Onvey* 
aneingand Law of IVop er ty Act, 1881 (44 A 45 Viet e. 41), a. 67 ; Copyhold A^ 
1894 ^7 A 58 Viet o. 46), a. 57 ; Corrupt and lUe^ Practioas Pterention Act, 
1883(46 A 47 Viet e. 51), a. 62; Coun^ Bates Act 1844 (7 A 8 Viet e. 33X s, 6 ; 
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m 


posting of a notice is sufficient evidence of service of the Eaor.t. 
notice (e). Proof of 

The fact that a letter baa been copied into a letter obook is, as ContOBts of 
against the person keeping the book, evidence that the letter was DocnmoiiU, 
posted (y), ^ Preii oopj 

The date which a letter bears is prinui facie evidence of the date evidenee of 
on which it was written {g). |K«Un«r, 

Date. 

(b) Without rr$iudic€» 


761 . Letters written during a dispute or negotiation between Lettart 
the parties, and expressed or otherwise proved to have been written written 
** without prejudice,” cannot in general be admitted in evidence profudica 
without the consent of both parties (/<). ‘ ^ 

But this rule is strictly confined to cases whore there is a dispute Only pm- 
or negotiation, and terms are offered for the settlement thereof (i) ; tcciedwbera 
and, where this is not the case, a writer cannot, apart from some ^ 
special relation existing between the sender and recipient, by ^ 
marking a letter without prejudice,” or “private,” or ** private 
and confidential,” impose on the recipient any condition as to the 


Diseases of Animals Act, 1894 (51 & 58 Tict c. 57), s. 48; Ecclesiastical 
Dilapidations Act, 1871 (34 & 35 Yict c. 43], s. 69 ; Kloctric Lighting (Clauses) 
Act, 1899 (62 & 03 Viet, c. 19), Sched,, s. 02; Elementary Education Act, 1870(33 
A 34 Viet. c. 75), s. 81 ; Endowed Schools Act, 1809 (32 A 33 Viet c. 50), s. 57 ; 
Employers’ liaoility Act, 1880 (43 A 44 Viet. c. 42), s. 7 ; Factory and Work, 
shop Act, 1901 (I lidw. 7, c. 22), s. 148; Finance (1909-10) Act, 1910 
no Edw. 7, c. 8), 8. 31 ; Friendly Societies Act, 1890 (59 A 00 Viet c, 25), s. 94 ; 
J 4 ind Transfer Act, 1875 (38 A 39 Viet c. 87). s. IK) ; Licensing Consolidation 
Act, 1910 (10 Edw. 7 A 1 Ueo. 5, c. 24) ; Lunacy Act 1890 (51 A 51 Vici, c. 5), 
a. 327 ; Metalliferous Mines Regulation Act, 1872 (35 A 36 Viet. c. 77), s. 40; 
Parliamentary Voters llegistratiou Act, 1813 (6 A 7 Viet c. 18), s. 100 ; Patents 
and Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 29), s. 61; Poor liaw Amendment 
Act, 1844 (7 A 8 Viet c. 101), s. 72; IHiblic Health Act 1875 (38 A 39 Viet 
c. 55), 8. 207 ; Regulation of Railways Act, 1873 (36 A 37 Viet. c. 4 h), 
a. 35; Taxes Management Act, 1880 (43 A 44 Viet c. 19), s. 10; Telegraphs 
Act, 1878 (41 A 42 Viet c. 70), s. 12; Valuation (Metropolis) Act, 1809 
(32 A 33 Viet c. 67), s. 65; Workmen’s Comi>eiisation Act, 1900 (0 Kdw. 7, 
c. 58), s. 2; and several Acts, of less general application, which are mentionecl 
in the list given in the note in 1 Taylor on Evidence, ed. 1900, s. 180. 

(e) It must be shown that the letter was prepaid ( Walthanutoio Urban Duirirt 
Council V. Htnwood^ [1^97] 1 Ch. 41). But note that although a letter handM 
to a country postman, who is allowed by the General Post Office to receive it, 
is considered as posted, this is not so where it is handed to a town postman, 
who is forbidden to receive it (lU London and Northern Bank, Ex mr($ 
/ones, [1900] 1 Cb. 220). As to duties of post offifjo officials, see title Post 
OmoB. 

{/) Slurge V. Buchanan (1839), 10 Ad. A El. 598. 

M GaodtWe d. Baker v. MUbarn (1837), 2 M. A W. 853; compare Malpae ?. 
demenU (1850), 19 L. J. (q. B.) 435. A doubt as to this was expressed in BuUer 
T. Mountgarret (Visfottni) (1859), 7 H. L. Cos. 633, 646. 

(h) Whiffen v. llartivright (1M8), 11 Beav. Ill ; BoghUm v, Iloghton (1852), 
15 278, whers Roxillt, M.R., gives ss the resson ior the rule (at 

p. 321); “For, if parties were to be afterwards piejodieed by their efforts Up 
compromise, it would be impossible to attempt an amicable arrangement of 
di&ulties*’ ; see also Corg v. BrdUm (1830), 4 0. A P. 462; Be Itiver Steamer 
Cb., MiUheiTe Claim (1871), 6 Ch. App. 822, per IIxli.isii, L.J., at p. H3I, cib4 
note (ff), P. 558, poU; and cases cit6«!, poet, undor ihn head. 

(0 Orait V. Bagnton (1877), 21 Sul. Jo. 631 ; K»Uat v. Sharp (1882), 48 L. T. 
M ; Be Daiutreg, Ex parU HoU, [1893] 2 Q. B. 1 16. 
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mode in which it may ^ a^(A) So a letter “without prejudice" 

containing threats of what the writer wiJl do in the event of a 
reqnest not being complied with is not protected (f). 

Similarly, the role has no application to a document which in its 
nature may prejudice the person to whom it is addressed (»«). This 
is the case where, for example, a letter addressed to a creditor is of 
itself an act of bankruptcy («). 

Where the rule applies these letters are admissible to show that 
an attempt has been made to compromise the suit (o), and for no 
other purpose ; they are not admissible as admissions (p), or to take 
a debt out of the Statute of Limitations (q), or for the purpose of 
determining whether there is good cause for depriving a successful 
litigant of costs (»•), or in order to prove malice («). 

Where the privilege exists, it covers not only the particular letter 
itself, but also all subsequent parts of the same correspondence on 
both sides, notwithstanding that they are not expressed to be 
" without prejudice ’’ (t). Moreover, where a letter offering terms, 
but not stated to be “ without prejudice,” is followed by another 
saying that the communications between the parties are to be 
without prejudice,” the former letter is protected (a). 

The fact that such letters have been written (but not their 
contents) may, however, be considered where a question of laches 
is raised, or in order to show that negotiations have taken place (b). 


(k) Ontce v. Baynton (1877), 21 Sol. Jo. 031 ; A'tfcal v. Sharp (1882), 48 L.T. 
(Hi. Tlie statement in the text is only a rule of evidence, and the use of letters 
in evidence must be carefully distiug:uiHhcd from the publication of them in 
any other manner. The unauthorised publication of a letter usually amounts 
to conversion ; see titles Tkespass ; TiioVEu and Conversion. 

(/) 8eo cases cited in last note ; Kurtz d- Co. v. Spence d Sons (1887), 58 L. T. 
488. 

I frt) JRe Daihtrept Exjunte lloli, [1893] 2 Q. 13. 110, 
n) Ibid, 

u) Jones y. Foxall (1852), 15 Boav. 388. 
p) Ibid, 

a) Coiy v. BreUon (1830), 4 C. & P. 462 ; Re River Steamer Co., MitebeWs Claim 
(187p, 6 Ch. App. 822, where Mslush, L.J.^says, at p. 831 : ** 1 am strongly of 
opinion . . • that o letter which is stated to be * without prejudice * cannot be 
relied ujpon to take a case out of the Statute of Limitations, for it cannot do so 
tmless It be relied upon as a new eontraot. Now, if a man says his letter is 
* without prejudice,* that is tantamount to saying * 1 make you an offer which 


into any contract by it if the offer contained in it is not accepted.’* Tho point 
was not expressly decided in this case, but the question can scarcely be 
oonsiderod an open one ; see also title Limitation ow Actioks. 

M fTo/iher t. WHsher (1889), 23 Q. B. D. 835, C. A. The dicta to the contrary 
in Woodward ▼. Eastern Uoanues and London and Bladewall Bail, Co, (1855), 1 Jur« 
899, oannot, it is submitted, be supported, 

(•) WeU T, WaU,iim] A, a 115. 

(i) Faddoth T, JnoTsstot (1841), 8 Soott (if. il), 715, 784; Bo Barrio, 
Em jMtrfs Harris (1875), 44 L. J. (BOT.) 83 ; Poaootk t. Har^ (18773, 26 W* B. 
109; ooaipare Walhr r, Wilsksr, oapra ; Oliver t. NauiUns Steam Shipping Co., 
[1908] 2 KTb. 689. a A. 

(a) Fmcmk ?, Harper, eapra; oompare Oliver r. HdaiBuo Steem Shipping Co., 

Walker t. WBsher, at p. 838 ; and see Jones v. Famall (1852k 

15 Beav. 888» and Vfo/driifgt ?, Kenmioom (1794), 1 Esp. 148* 
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•nd the contents of the letters are admisuble where the offer they 
contain has been accepted (c). 

The privilege can be waived, bat the better opinion appears to be 
that the consent of both writer and recipient must given before 
the letter can be read(d). 

The coart may look at a document written “ wilhoat prejudice” 
for the purpose of deciding the question of its admissibility (e). 
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(iv.) TeJegrami, 

762* The form handed in to the post ofiSce by the sender (and Telegrami, 
not the form delivered the post ofllce) is the ori/^inal of a 
telegram (/), and either this must be produced by an official from 
the post office, or proof of its destruction given before a copy can 
be admitted (g). Where a telegram is sent by means of a code the 
onus is upon the sender, if he relies on the telegram having one of 
two possible meanings, to prove that it could not reasonably be 
misunderstood (h). 

Presumptions as to the date and hour of sending a telegram Date, 
are, it is conceived, the same as in the case of letters (i). 


(v.) Dmh. 

763. The subject of deeds is fully dealt with elsewhere (/£)• 

(vi.) Willi. 


Deodi. 


764. Probate is evidence of the effect of a will of personal estate. Probate, 
but the original will may be looked at for the purpose of construing 
the will(0« Other cases in which the will itself is admissible, as 
well as the principles on which parol evidence is admissible m 
relation to wills, are dealt with elsewhere (m). 

Wills thirty years old produced from proper custody prove 
themselves (n). 

Descriptions in a will, or even in the draft of a will (o), relating DcMrripUoM 
to the family of the testator are admissible in pedigree cases as 


(r) Jluldiwcrth v. Dviudale (1S71), 19 W. E. 798; He /liver Steamer Co.^ 
JdiichtlVi Claim (1S71). 0 Ch. Apr. 822 ; He. v. Ferreira (1S81), 72 

L. T. Jo. 97 ; compare Walker y. Wileher (1689), 23 U. B. D. 330, C. A. 

(flf) Walker y. Wilsherp supra, where the contrary opinion expreaoed ia 
fTi/ffanu ▼. Thomas (1862), 2 brew. & Sm. 29. is dimpproyed. 

a Re hainUty, Ex parte /Jolt, [1893] 2 Q. B. 110. 

See Henkel y. Pape (1870), L, It, 0 Exeb. 7 ; fi y. It^gnn (1887), 16 Cox, 
tJ, C. 203. A signature to an acceptance of a contract on «uch a form mny 
tttffioe to satisfy the Statute of Iruuds (Godwi$i y. Franeis (1870), Jm \L 
6 0. P. 296) : see also tiUe TEixofiArns ajw Tmxpboxbs. 


to prove 
pedigree. 




(A) FaUk ▼. Williams, [1900] A. C. 176, P. 0. 

See p. 656, ante. 

(k) See title Deeds akd Other IxsTBUHEXTa. VoJ. X., pp. 366 et seq. 

(f) Rs Harrison, Turner v. HtUard (1886), 30 CL D. 390, C. A., andseep. 612, 
mnU, sad titles aitd Admxkistbatobs ; Wji.ls. 

(m) See titles Executors ahd Adviristrators ; Wixxs. Parol evidoiicw 
k admissible to prove that words have boon inserted in a will by inadvertence 
and did not represent the intention of the testatrix {//nVo v. Radlie Hamilton, 
[1902] P. 234). As to declarations by testators as to their wills, see 471, ants* 
(a) See p. 512, ante. 

(o) Re LambcH'e TrusU (1896), 66 L. T. 16. 
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statements by deceased persons (p); but statements intended to be 
operative as part of a will which for want of due execution of the 
document in which they are contained are not so operative will not 
be allowed to be effective in some other way (5). 

(vii.) Family Papers, 

765 . Famil^r papers produced from proper custody (r) are in 
general admissible in cases of pedigree (s). Under this rule entries 
in family Bibles (0 or other books (a) are admitted to prove facts 
concerned with pedigree. In the case of family Bibles, which are 
the ordinary register in families (h), and other writings which are 
public in the family (c), no evidence is required that the writer was 
related to the family (d), but in all other cases the declaration is 
only admissible if made by a member of the family. 

Other examples of family papers admissible in pedigree cases are 
family correspondence (^), wills (/), deeds (7) executed by a member 
of the family (/t), pedigrees (i), or genealogical accounts of the 


(p) See p. 469, ante. 

(«) E.g.t as cancelling a debt due to the would-be testator (fie IlytHop^ Uyslop 
V. Chanwerlairit [1894] 3 Cb. 522). 

I See pp. 505, 512, ante. 

See p. 469, ante, 

Berkeley Peerage Case (1811), 4 Camp. 401, II. L. ; Payne v. Bennell{\W)\)^ 
20 T. lu R. 203. 

(а) Bibles do not stand on any special footing (see Berkeley Peerage Case^ 
sujtra, at p. 418 (opinion of the judges): ** Such a writing in a Bible or any other 
l)ook or on anv other piece of paper would be admiHsible in evidence as a 
declaration of the father in matter of a pedigree See, for further instances, 
Bfane Peerage (1835), 5 Cl. & Fin. 23, 41, H. L. (missal) ; Herheii v. Tuckai 
(1663\ T. liaym. 84 (almanack); compare Monklon v. A,^G, (1831), 2 Russ. ^ 
M. 147, 162; Tke Sussex Peerage (1844), 11 CL & Fin. 85, 114, H. R. (prayer 
book); comjMire The Trary Peerage (1843), 10 Cl. & Fin. 154, II. L. ; hood 
V, Beauchamp n836), 8 Sim. 26 (religious book). 

(б) Berkeley Peerage Case^ supra, j^er Lord Ellexborough, at p. 421. 

(r) The family Bible, the public wearing of a ring, the public exposure of an 
inscription upon a tombstone, and the public hanging up of the family pedigree 
in the mansion are all relied upon b^ause, in all those cases, the publicity 
supplies the want of connection between the pedigree, the tombstone, the ring, 
or tne Bible, with particular individuals, members of the family {Monktan v. 
A,*0, (1831), 2 Russ, & M. 147, per liord Brougham, L.C., at p. 163). 

(d) Berkeley Peernge Case, supm ; Monklon v. A,^0,, supra; Hubbard 
T. lies and Purden (18tl6), L. R. 1 ^oh. 255. The document must be produced 
from the proper custody before this rule can apply {Hubbard v. Lees ana Purden, 
supra). For what is proper custody, see pp. 505, 512, ante. In Hottd v. 
Beauchamp, supra, a religious book containing entries of births etc. of members 
of the family was admitted, and one entry was admitted without proof of 
authorship by a member of the family, the authorship of the others having 
been proved. 

(e) Kidney v. Cockhum (1831) 2 Russ, ft XL 167 ; compare Butler v. Mountgarret 
(J^ucount) (i869), 7 H. 1^ Cas. 633. lu The Shrewsbury Peerage (1858), 7 11. 
Oaa. I, liters addreesed to a lady who had married into a certain family 
were admits to prove the character in which she was addressed by members 
of that family. 

(/) See fidliamy v. MusJcissm (1838), 3 Y. ft 0. (xx.) 80, 82; Ilungahs v, 
<?jMi^ii«(1846).2Ph.25. 

(g) Neal d. Athol (Ihske) v. Wildmg (1741) 2 Stra. 1151. 

(A) Slaney v. BWs (1836) 1 My. ft ur. 838 ; Fart r. CfarAe(l826), 1 Bosi. 601, 
601* 

(i) Monkton V* supra. 
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family (k), and, generally, any writing by a member of the family (0 ; *• 

while an old will, by which the testator purports to leave all his Proof ef 

property to collaterals or friends, is admissible to prove that he Contents of 
died without children (m). Docnments. 

It is no objection to the admissibility of family pa))ers that they r»poi« 
were drawn up or entries were made in them for the purpose of np 
preventing disputes in the family (>i). of 

mveiiting 

(viii.) a4ccoun< diipuUsi. 

766 . Account books of a deceased person are admissible as Acoount 
declarations by such person (o) ngainst interest if the entries have ... 
been made by such person (p), or by someone acting on his instruc- * 

tions (^), or have been in any way adopted by him (r). But where iuterotu 
the entry was made by an agent, evidence must be produced of his 
employment as such (s). 

Account books are also receivable as admissions against the party AdmiMiotia 
keeping them or causing them to be kept (a), and in special circum- 
stances may be admitted even in favour of such party (/^). 

Where the court directs an account, it may direct that the l)Ook8 
of account in which the accounts in question have been kept shall 
be taken as primd facie evidence of the truth of the matters therein 
contained (c). 

Accounts thirty years old prove themselves (<0« 


m Jioh$oH V. A.-O. (1843), 10 Cl. & Fin. 471, H. L. 

(/) Berkeiey Peerage Caee (1811), 4 Camp. 401, IL L. A* to the quontion 
whether actual proof of execution by a member of the family in no(M»ft^ary in 
the case of other iostrumente than deeds, see The Tracy Peerage (1843), 10 
Cl. & Fin. 154, U. L.; The Fiizwaltfr Peerage (1843). 10 Cl. & Fin. 103, H. h. 

(m) IIunguUY. O aecogue 2 Ph. 25; Jiobaon y. A, The Trarg 

Peerage, aupra, at p. 172. 

(ii) Jierkeley Peerage Case^ enpra; MonkUm v. A.'Q. (183*), 2 & M. 147, 

164. The weight, not the admissibility, of the evidence is affected {ihul.}. 

(f>) For declarations by deceased pei^ns in general, see p. 46.3, ante. 

If) i)oed, Sturt v. Alobbe (1841), Car. 4k M. 1 ; Doe d. ifodenham v. PoUombe 
(1841), Car. & M. 155; Doe d. Aehburnham {Earl) v. Michael (1851), 17 U. B. 
276. 

(7) Exeter Corporation v. JVarren (1844), 5 Q. B. 773; Bratlley v. Jamre 
(1853), 13 C. B. 822. In this case the actual writer need not be dead to make 
the entry admissible [Doe d. Graham v. Hawkina (1841), 2 Q. B. 212). 


IJawkin$t aupra), or by signing 
6 0. ft P. 139). As to estoppel 
see title KsTorraL, p. 338, ante. 


eonoeived that this is confined to cases where the court directs an account 
to be taken. This is now governed by B. B. C., Ord. 33, r. 3 (see next 

a C., Ord. 33, r. 3; EwaH v. WUliam (1857), 1 Oe 0. U. * O. 68. 
Notpecial ord«r ia reqiiiivd in a portnendiip ution where m Moount i* ordiwed 
(Otth^ r. Keightty (1878), 9 Oh. D. 517). See, further, Cooil» v. Ombee (1863), 
It W. B. 871 (ocoouato by tnutee) ; Newberry v. JReMon (1853), 33 L. J. 
Ch. 1063 ; YewlyFlmetioeoftlwSapraMCkniii, 1911, VoL l.,p.430; and till* 
PKACnCB AVD nMSEDVKB. 

(if) See p. 513, ante; Dm d. Aekbnrmham {Earl) v. Mkhaet, Mpra. 
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(ix.) BilU 0 / Eachanget Chequn, and PromkoiTy NiAe$. 

767. A bill, cheqae, or promissory note may be evidence of the 
payment of a debt (e) vbere it appears to have been received by 
the creditor, bat, standing alone, is not evidence of the existence of 
a debt(^). 

Where the cheqae in question has been lost, the coanterfoil is, it 
seems, admissible to prove the giving of the cheqae (p). 

(x.) Jteceipti, 

768. Receipts are in general only primd facie evidence of 
payment (h), and can be contradicted by proof that the money was 
not in fact paid (i), that the transaction was fraudulent (^), that the 
terms of the receipt do not accurately slate the transaction (Z)s 
that the money was in fact paid by another person (m), or that the 
receipt was given without prejudice (n). 

But in some cases a receipt may amount to a contract, the terms 
of which are embodied in it(o), and apart from any question of 
contract a receipt will be conclusive in cases where it works an 
estoppel (p). 

Receipts are also admissible where they amount to a statement 
by a deceased person against interest (q). 

(e) lioewell v. Smith (1833), 6 C. & P. 60. 

(/) Egg V. Barnett (1800), 3 Esp. 196; but see Auhert v. WaJ$h (1812), 4 
Tatint. 293 ; Pearce v. Jkivie 0834), 1 Mood. & E. 365 ; Cary v. Oerriah (1801), 

4 E«p. 9 ,|mt Ijord Kenton, U.J., at p. 10: “ If the plaintiff had shown any 
money transaotions between the testator and the defendant, from which a loan 
could be inferred, or any application to borrow money at the lime, that, coupled 
with the girinx the draft, might be evidence to go to a jury ” ; Pfiel v. r an- 
hatenhurg (1810), 2 Camp. 439. 

(g) R. V. iri/I-iHDOH (1867), 10 Cox, C. C. 637. 

(A) Skaife v. Jackaon (1824), 3 B. & C. 421 ; Oravea v. Key (1832), 8 B. & Ad. 
813; i^irrar v. Huichinaon (1839), 9 Ad. & £1. 611 ; Bowea v. Foater (1858), 2 
II. A N. 779. They operate in general only as admissions, as to wmch see 
p. 456, ante, 

( 1 ) Skat/e V. Jackaon^ aapra; Bowea v. Foater^ aupra ; compare Straion v. 
Raatall (1788), 2 Term Eep. 366; Lampon v. Corke (^1822), 5 B. A Aid. GOG. 
Ahier v. Qettrge (1808), 1 Camp. 392, must be considered now as bad law. 

(k) Farrar v. Huichinaon, aupra ; WaRace v. KelaaU (1840), 7 M. A W. 264. 

(l) Nathan v. Ogdaia, Ltd, (l90i^, 93 L. T. 553 ; and nee Lee y. Lancaahirt 
end Yorhahire Rail, Co, (1871^6 (Jh. App. 527, where plaintiff gave a receipt 
in full discharge of all claims, but was allows to pr^uoe parol evidence to 
prove an agreement that this should not preclude him from making a further 
claim if his injuries should prove to be serious; distinguish ^SCetfuaH v. 
Oreai Weatom Rail, Co, and Aiundera (1805), 2 De G. J. A Sm. 319, which 
was a case of fraud. Eeoeipts, being as a rule informal documents, may be 
varied or contradicted by parol evidence; see, as to this, p. 566, post, and title 
llRBDS AND OTUXR iNSTfiUMKim, Yol. p. 444. 

(m) Oravea v. Kay^ aupra, 

in) Olwar v. NauHlua Blaam Shipping Ch, [1903] 2 K. B. 639. 

(o) Reharia v. Eaakm Chenftes Rail, Co, (1859), 1 F. A F. 460; Rideal v. 
Oreol TTsstem Rail, Ca, (1859), 1 F. A F. 706 ; ana distinguish Lae v. Laneaahira 
and Yorkahirt Rttil, Co,, aupra. The only question srisiug in these cases is really 
one of eoDstruction of a contract, the documents in question being something 
more tlian mere receipts. See Prmaer v. Lancaakira and Tork^ira Aecidmi 
Jnaurama Co. (1890), 6 T. li. B. 285, 0. A. ; ERm r, Oraat NoriAam Rail, Co, 
(1901), 17 T. L. R. 453, (X A. ; see, further, title Contract, YoL YIL, p, 453. 

( p) See titlo Esromsii, p. 386, oslo; and as to leoeipta in deeds, see title 
Dxxns AND Otssr iKsnnmNNTS, YoL X., p, 464. 

(t) 6 m p. 463, eiif«k 
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Beoeipts thirty jrears old prove themselves (r). 

Bills of lading, m so far as they are receipts for the goods shipped, 
are governed, mutaih mutandU, by the same rules as receipts for 
money («)• but as against the master or other person signing them 
they are conclusive evidence in favour of a bond fide bolder for 
value of the shipment of the goods (t). 

(xi.) WorlcB of History and Science. 

769. Historical works may be referred to wherever it is 
important to ascertain ancient facts of a public nature (u) ; and in 
general, standard authors may be referred to as showing the 
opinions of eminent men upon particular subjects, but not to 
prove facts (a). 

But a history is not admissible to prove a particular custom (/>) 
or the boundary of a county (c). 

An engineer’s reports as to a past state of facts not within living 
memory, accepted by engineers as accurate, have been admitted on 
the same principle as historical works (d). 

(xii.) Plans and Maps. 

770. Private, as distinct from public («), maps, plans, and 
surveys are not in general admissible in evidence against third 


(r) Bertie v. Beaumont (1816), 2 Pi*ice, 308. For this rule, seep. 512, ante. 

1$) Cox V. Bruce (1886), 18 Q. B. D. 147, C. A. ; Bennett and Young v. Bacon 
Uohn), Ltd. (1697), 2 Com. Cas. 102, 0. A. ; Hint Brothers V. Free.^ BodtveU Co. 
(1897), 2 Com. Cas. 149; Smith <fc Co. v. Bedouin Steam Navigation Co.^ [1896] 
A. C. 70; Parsons v. New Zealand Shipping Co., [1901] 1 it. B. 548, 0. A.; 
and see, further, titles Estoppel, p. 387, ante; Sjuppino and Navigation. 

(0 Bills of Lading Act, 1855 (18 A 19 Vici. c. Ill), s. 3. 

(li) Read V. Lincoln {Bishep). [1892] A. C. 644, P.C., a ril jal case, where various 
books on church history d^ing with the subject were admitted; ooiripare 
Ridsdale v. Clifton (1877), 2 P. D. 276, P. C. See also Steyner y. Droitmeh 
Corporaiion (1695), Bldn. 623; S. C., 1 Balk. 281, and 12 Mod. 85; and 
Ivy {Lady) y. Neal {circa 1683) therein cited ; St Katherine's Hospital Case 
(1671), i Vent. 149, 151, where a chronicle was admitted to prove a particular 
point in the history of Edward III/s reign. In NeaU v. Fry {circa 1^3) (cit^ 
I Salk. p. 281) hSatories were referred to to show the date at which Philip 
assumed his titles. This case appears to be the same ns that of Ivy{Lad^ 
y. NeaL supra, and that of Neal y. Jay {drea 1683), cited 12 Mod. Bep. 86. 
The old authoritiee are collected in Evans v. Cefftwy (1834), 6 C. & P. 580, 
587, n. The principle is approved in East London Rail. Co. v. River Tlutmes 
Conservators (1904), 90 L. T. 347. ^ 

(ti) Darby y. Ouseley (1856). 1 H. A N. I, per Pollock. C.B., at p. $. In ibis 
ease the canons of Itoman Catholic councils and bewks by Boman Catholio 
ecclesiastica were not ai^itted to prove Boman Catholic doctrines ; these, being 
matters of fact, were held provable only by expert witnesses. 

(5) Steyner ▼. DroUwkh Corporation, supra. ** An bistonr may be 
of the general histoiy od the realm, but not of a particular custom pkm*» 
p. 623, per ettr.). Caiiidea*^ ** Britannia*’ was the book in question in this 
case. 

(c) Evam v. Odling, supra, where the previous authorities are collected 
(fO East Ltmdtm RaU. Co. v. River Thames Conservators, supra, ^reports 
in question were thoee of Sir T. Brunei, made on the m a kin g of the Thamee 
tonnel in 1624. 

(ji) IW Ihie dlgtinfltioii» see p. 472, 
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parties (/), althongh as between parties and privies they will 
operate as admissions (g) if they come from the proper custody (ft). 

But such instruments are admissible against the whole world 
for the purpose of proving public or general rights where they 
amount to a declaration as to such rights by a deceased person of 
competent knowledge (i). 

Where a map is drawn on or annexed to a will or instrument, so 
as to form part thereof, it is to be looked at with the instrument (j). 

The Ordnance Survey does not come under the head of public 
documents, and so it is not in general admissible as between 
individuals as evidence of title or otherwise (k). 

(xiii.) Inicriptiom, 

771. In pedigree cases (t) inscriptions of various kinds are 
admissible if they have been made by or under the direction of 
a deceased (m) member of the family, or have been adopted expressly 
or tacitly by such member or by the family at large (n). 

(/) Farl V. Lewis (180y, 4 Esp. 1; Pollard v. Scotl (1791), Peake, 18; 
IVakema/i v. Jrest (1836), 7 0. & P. 479 ; compare Poe d. Hughes v. Lakin (1836), 

7 0. & P. 481 ; Assheton^Smith Owen (1905), 75 L. J. (CH.) 181, 192 ; Mercer 
V. Denne, [1904] 2 Ch. 534, Fahwtell, J., at p. 545, affirmed [1905] 2 Ch. 
538, 0. A. ; see Hammond v. Bradstreet (1854), 10 Ezc£. 390. 

ig) For admiesions in general, see p. 456, ante; Bridgman y. Jennings (1699), 

1 1 A. llaym. 734, appears to have been a case of this class. 

{h) Craven {Earl) v. Pridmore (1902), 18 T. L. R. 282, 0. A. (estate map pro- 
dticea from defendants* possession). As to proper cnstody, see p. 512, ante. 

(t) In Hammond y. Bradstreet, supra, CoLEkiDOE, J., says (at p. 396), of the 
map then in (mestion (which was rejected): *'They*' (the authors) **do not 
appear to haye been deputed to make the map by any persons interested in the 
question, nor to have any knowledge of their own on the subject, nor to have 
been in any way connect^ with the district, so as to make it probable that they 
hud such knowledge.*' See also Stuart v. Oreenall (1821), 9 Price, 106; Panvd 
y, iri/A*tn (1852), 7 Esch. 429; Piper. Fulcher (1858), 5 Jur. (n. b.) 146; Bidder 
V. Bridges (No. 2) (1885), 34 \V. R. 514 ; 11. v. Berger, [1894] 1 Q. B. 823 ; Mercer 
y. Ptnne, supra; Smith v. LUier (1895), 72 L. 'r. 20; Vynerr. WirralX Rural 
JHstrict Council (1909), 73 J. P. 242 ; R. v. Norfolk County Council (1910), 26 
T. L. R. 269. Proof of the authenticity of ancient maps may be assisted by the 
rule relating to documents thirty years old (for whi^ see p. 512, ante). For 
declarations by deceased persons, see p. 463, anfr. In R. y. MilUm {fnhabiiauts) 
(1843), 1 Car. & Kir. 58, it was said that information »ven by a deceased person 
to a surveyor for the purpose of laying down the boun^ries of a parish on a map 
made under an inclosure Act would m admissible as evidence of reputation. 

{j) Lyle y. Richards (1866), L. R. 1 U. L. 222 ; compare Brain y. Harris 
(1855), 10 Exch. 908 ; Niehofstm y. Rose (1859), 4 De G. A J. 10, C. A. 

{k) Bidder y. Bridges (No. 2), supra. For a similar rule in respect of the 
Irish Suryey, see Swift y. M*Tiernan (1848), 1 1 1. Eq. R. 602 ; Tisdafl y. Parnell 
(1863), 14 I. G. L. R. 1. See also CaUm y. Hamilton (1889), 53 J. P. 504, which, 
however, seems of doubtful authority. 

(f) See p. 560, ante. 

(tn) See p. 469, ante, for the general prinriplee goyeming the admissibility of 
statements by deceased persons. 

(ii) Davies y. Lowndes (1843), 6 Man. it O. 471, Ex. Cb., jer Denicait, C.J., 
at p. 525 : ** A pedigree, whether in the shape of a i^eali^cal tree or map, 
or contained in a boox or burial or monumental inscription, u it is recognised 
by a deceased member of the same family, is admissible." A ring worn 
publicly, sU^g the date of the person's death whose name is engrayel on it, 
and an inscription upon a tombstone open to all mankind, and orectsd or 
•niposad to lie erecM by the lamil j| are also received in eyidbuie (Manktim 
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This rale iaclades inscriptions of various kinds, such u inscrip- 
tions on rings (o), tombstones (p), mural inscriptions (<;}, inscrip- 
tions on portraits (r), coffin-plates. 

An inscription on a tombstone has been admitted, though with 
hesitation, to prove the death of a cestui que vie («). 

Inscriptions whose removal is impossible or highly inconvenient 
may be proved by secondary evidence {t). 

(xiv.) Photographs, 

772. Photographs properly verified on oath by a person able to 
speak to their accuracy (a) are, in general, admissible to prove the 
identity of persons {x), or the configuration of land as it existed at 
a particular moment (a), or the contents of a lost document (b), but 
a photograph of a document cannot be used for purposes of com* 
parison with another document (c), and in matrimonial cases the 
court will not act upon identification of a person by photographs 
alone, except in very special circumstances (if). 

(xv.) Newspaiier Reports, 

778. A witness may refer to a newspaper report to refresh his 
memory if he read it at the time when he had a recollection of the 
statements therein contained and knew them to be true (e) ; but a 
newspaper report is not admissible as evidence of the facts therein 
recorded (/), 


V. J.-O. (1831), 2 Russ. & M. 147, 162), and as to the priucipleof admissibility, 
see p. 600, ante. Foreign iuscriptious are admissible if they conform to the 
alnive principles (The Earldom of Perth (1818), 2 11. L. Cos. 866, 876; compare 
The Tracy Peerage (1843), 10 Cl. & Fin. 161, II. L. 

(o) Monkion v. supra, atp. 102; Vomles v. Young (1800), 13 Ves, 140, 

144. 

(p) Haslam v. Cron, OUvanfs Claim (1871), 19 W. B. 968; Monkton t. A,^Q,, 
sujtra; compare Qoodright d. Stevens v. Moss (1777), 2 Cowp. 691 ; Vowlrs v. 
Young, supra, at p. 144 ; The Tracy Peerage, supra ; The Shrewsbury Peerage 
(1868), 7 H. L. Cos. 1. 

(q) Slaney v. Wade (1836), 1 My. & Cr. 338; The Earldom of Perth, supra; 
Ths Derkeley Peerage (1861), 8 H. u, Cos. 21. 

(r) The Camoys Peerage (1839), 6 a. & Fin. 789, H. L. 

(s) WhiUuck V. Waters (1830), 4 0, & P. 373. . . . , 

(<} As to the relative weignt of evidence of this kind in these coses, see 
The Tracy Peerage, supra, at p. 191, In The Shrewsbury Peerage, 
an old ** collection of monumental inscriptions” in country churches was held 
inadmissible to show what had been the inscription on a partly defaced 
tomb. But copies made or accepted by the family, or a member thereof, 
are worthy of confidence (Slaney v. Wade, supra; Davies v. Lowndes (1843), 
6 Man. & O. 471. Ex. Ch.). . . , 

(«) See R, V. ToUm (1864), 4 F. A F. 103 ; Hindson v. Ashby, [1896] 2 Ch. I, 
C. A. 

(x) R. V. Tolson, supra ; compare Frith v. Frith, , 

(a) R, V. United Kingdom Eleetrie Telegraph Co. (1862), 3 F. A 1. 73 ; Ilcudsom 
V. Ashby, eupra, at p. 21. 

(h) btCuflougk V. hlnnn, [1908] 2 L E. 194, C. A 

(c) Ibid, 

(d) Frith V. Frith, supra, per Oosaix Barxbs, J. ; see title Husband and 

^(^Topkam V. U^Oftgar iim), 1 Car. A Kir. 320; Dgere, Rest (1860), 4 
H. k 0. 189, per Poujock, U.B., at p. 192. 

If) lUmmeee {Lard) v. MmeaU (ll50)« 16 Jar. m 
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Sjbct. 8. — Exclusion of Extrinsic Evidence to contradict or vary 

Documents. 

Sub-Seot. l.^-Qeneral Buie (g), 

774. Oral evidence is^ in general, inadmissible to add to, vary, 
mc^ify, or contradict a written instrument (h), but this principle is 
subject to certain exceptions, apparent rather than real (i). 

The rule excludes extrinsic evidence of every description, whether 
parol or contained in writings such as instructions {k), drafts (/), 
articles (m), conditions of sale (n), or preliminary agreements (o). 

Extrinsic evidence cannot be received in order to prove the 
object with which a document was executed (p), or that a person 
appearing on the face of the document to be a principal was in fact 
an agent so as to discharge him from liability ( 9 ), or, generally, that 
the intention of the parties was other than that appearing on the 
face of the instrument (r). 


(</) See titles Deeds and Other Instruments, Vol. X., pp. 444 — 454 ; 
Wills. Even where a will expressly mentions “ wishes verbally expressed,** 
parol evidence cannot be admitted to show what the wishes were {Re Hetley, 
lUetley v. HetUy, [1902] 2 Ch. 866). 

(/<) liohineon v. Oee (1749), 1 Ves. Sen. 251 ; Davis v. Symonds (1787), 1 
Cox, Eq. Cas. 402; Humble v. Hunter (1848), 12 Q. B. 310; Halhead v. Young 
(1856), 6 K & B. 312 ; O'Rourhe v. Railways CommissUmer (1880), 15 App. Cas. 
371, P. C. ; Veuy v. Rashleigh, [1904] 1 Ch. 634 ; Homrame v. Equitable Life 
Assurance Society of the United States (1906), 22 T. L. E. 735, 0. A. ; and see, 
further, titles Deeds and Other Instruments, VoL X., p. 444, where the 
subject of oral evidence in relation to written documents is more fully treated ; 
Auction and Auctioneers, Vol. I., p. 510, as to statements made by 
auctioneers at time of sale ; Bills of Exchange, Vol. IL, p. 482, as to oral 
evideuce in relation to bills of exchange ; and Shiffinq and Nayioation, as 
to oral evidence in relation to bills of lading and chartexpurties. 

( 1 ) See p. 567, fmt ; and title Deeds and Other Instruments, Vol. X., 
p. 444. As to delivery as an escrow, see p. 387. 

(I) See Ouardhouse v. Dluckbnm (1866), L« E. 1 P. & D. 109. 

{/) AiiUer v. 7'racers (1832), 8 Bing. 244; National Bank of Australasia v. 
Fnlkivgham Sons, [1902] A. C. 585, F. 0. As to looking at a signed draft 
where two copies differ, see IngUhy v. Slack (1890), 6 T. L. E. 284. 

(tw) IVitchard v. Quinchant (175:D, Amb. 147. 

(w) Gimnis v. Erhart (1789), 1 Hy. BL 289; Pmvett v. Edmunds (1810), 12 
Eimt, 6 ; Doe d. Norton v. irebsier (1810), 12 Ad. A El. 442. 

(u) Leggcdt v. Barrett (1880), 15 Ch. D. 306, 309, C. A. ; compare Mercaniils 
Bank of Sydney v. Taylor^ [1893] A. C. 317, 821, P. C. ; Lee v. Alextindsr (1883), 
8 App. Cas. 853. 

( p) Prison Commissioners v. Middlesex Clerk of the Peace (1882), 0 Q. B. D. 
506, C. A. ; E. v. Pmbridge (Inhabitants) (1841), Oar. A M. 157 ; Palmer v« 
Newell (1855). 20 Beav. 32. 

(7) Humble V. Hunter (IMS), 12 Q. B. 310; ITaJfce v. Harrqp (1861), C H. A N. 
7C8 ; affirmed (1862), 1 H. A 0. 202, Ex. (ffi., per BvLES, J. at p. 209 ; Pontifex 
and IPoofi, Lid, v. Hartley A Co, (189ffi, 62 L. J. (a B.) 196. It is different where 
there was an actual agreement with the other piurty tnat the agent should not be 
liable. Theoourt wUlthen rectify on the ground of mistake (see Wake v. Harrop^ 
supra) ; and evidence tiiat a person who has signed a document as agent for 
anotM intandedio sign on his own behalf it admissible if it does not contradict 
the terms cd the document {Yosmg v. Schuler (1883), 11 Q. B. D. 651, 0. A.). 

(r) (Ms V. Ntah (1832), 9 Bing. 341, 846 ; Halhead v. Young (1856), 6 
E. A B. 312 ; CMishaw v. Ifarcf^l857), 25 Bear, 169 ; Mercantie Bank of 
Sy^ssy ▼. IfWor, [1893] A. 0. 317, P. C, ; Turner r. Tsnuer^ Hall ▼. Turner 
asaoh 14 Ch. JD. 829 : Jtendermm v. Afihur, [1907] 1 K. B. 10, C. A. Ihis rule 
oosa not of eomne nraludloe any rights the parties may have to rectification or 
tesciasioD, as to wnieh see titles 1>IBD9 4» Oson iHBZEUiaevTs, VoL 
»,355; UmAWSL 
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Sub-Seot. 2. — ExoepUcm. 

776. The rale as to the exclusion of extrinsic evidence does not 
apply in the follo'wing cases («) : — ^Where the dooament is informal, 
and was never intended by the parties to be an agreement at cdl ((), 
or to contain all the terms (u); where the parties contracted with 
implied reference to a local or mercantile custom not mentioned in the 
agreement (w) ; where there is an agreement purely collateral (r) ; 
where the instrument was not intended by the parties to operate as 
an agreement unless a certain condition was fulfilled (a), or unless 
it was signed by the other party (b), or by a third person (c) ; 
where the transaction is affected by fraud (d), illegality or im- 
morality (e), duress or mistake (/) ; to show the true considera- 
tion {g), or the existence of consideration (/t) or of consideration in 
addition to that stated (t) ; to show the nature of the transaction (j), 
or the true relationship of the parties (k). 


(s) For a fuller treatment of these exceptions, which have been worked out in 
a large number of cases, see title Deeds and Oxuer Insthuments, Vol. X., 
p. 433. 

(0 Harris^, Rickett (18d6), 4 H. & N. 1 ; Ro(jer$ v. Hadley (18G2), 2 II. & C. 227 ; 
either V. Kirkman (1876), 33 L. T. 672. 

(w) See McCdlin v. GUpin (1880), 28 W. R. 813 ; affirmed (1881), 20 W. R. 
408, 409, 0. A. ; Ponti/ex and Ltd, v. Hartley <fc Co. (1893), 62 L. J. (Q. W.) 
196, 200; Lindley r /Lacey (1864), 17 C. B. (n. b.) 578. Other examples are 
Jeffery v, Walton (1816), 1 Stark. 267 ; Allan v. Snndiiu (1862]), 1 H. & C. 123, 
131 ; Lockett V. Nicklin (1848), 2 Exch. 93. The best iustanoe is to be found in 
the case of receipts, as to which see p. 562, ante, 

(to) Wiggleeworth v. Dallison (1779), 1 Doug. (ic. B.) 201 ; 1 Smith, L. C., 
11th ed., 544 ; Allan v. Sundius, eupra; Corkbnrn v. Alexander (1848), 6 0. B, 
791 ; Lilly, WiUm Co. v. Smahe, Eelee A Co., [1892] 1 a B. 456. The custom 
must conform to the requisites of a valid custom (as to which see title CtrsToiiC 
AND Usages, VoL X., p. 217), and must not be repugnant to the instrument. 

(x) De Laeealle v, Guildford, [1901] 2 K. B. 215, C. A. 

(a) Pym v. CamrMl (1856), 6 E. A B. 370; Murray v. fiUtir (Earl) (1823), 2 
B. A 0. 82; Wallis v. Little (1862), 11 0. B. (n. s.) 369; Lindley v. Lacey, 
supra; Pottle v, Hornibrook, [1897] 1 Ch. 25, 
m Farness ▼. Meek (1857), 27 L. J. (ex.) 34; J/'CVcan T. Kennard (1874), 
9 (Jh. App. 336. 

(f) Boyd V. Hind (1855). 1 H, & N. 938. ^ 

(a) Foster ▼. Ma^itmcn (1869), 1^. R. 4 C. P. 704; Lewis v. Clay (1897), 67 
L. J. (u. B.) 224 ; and see title Miskepbesentation and Fraud. 

(e) Cdlins v. Blantern (1767), 2 Wils. 341 ; 1 Smith, L. 0., 11th ed., 369. 

(/) RaffUs V. Wichelhaus (1864), 2 U. A 0. 906. ^ , 

ly) lt.y. SfamtiM>n<iefi(/fi5a5tfanfs)ri789),3TerraRcp.474 ; Toxmend ▼. 


(» Barton t. Bank of New South Wales (1890), 15 App- Oas. 3 f9, P. C. (oon- 
▼ejance on its face absolute may be shown to be a mortgage) ; liochefoucaM r* 
Louitead, [1897] 1 Ch. 196, C. A. (conveyance on its ^aco absolute may shown 
to be subject to a trust). Compare Re Boyes, Boyeeff. 

531 ; Re Martharough {Duke), Davis r. WhiUheadg [18M] 2 <^133; and see, 
further, titles Tbustb and Tbustess ; Wifxs. ^ to the right of one of several 
purchasers to show that they are mutually entitled to the benefit of ooimanti 
entered into Inr each of the purchasers of several although 

not expressly mentioned in the conveyance, and the 
rightani a cidlateral agieement, see Spioer v. MwrUn (1888), 14 App. Om. 12, 
Slid title Sau ox liAJiB. • « 

») UiagiMV. (IMl), 8 M. A W. 834 (to •howthat • panoa u laal 
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Sect. 4.--Admi$8wn of Extrinsic Evidence to interpret Documents, 

776. Parol evidence is also, in general, admissible to interpret 
documents (1), and to rebut a presumption such as that of trust or 
advancement These cases do not form an exception to the 
general rule above stated, since the evidence is admitted not to 
modify the \Yritten instrument in any way, but (in the former case) 
to show the meaning which the parties attached to the words they 
have used (w), and (in the latter case) to support the instrument 
in its natural sense against the artificial construction placed 
upon it by equity (o). 

An ambiguity which appears on the face of an instrument of 
which it is not an essential characteristic that it should accurately 
express on its face what is intended may be explained by parol 
evidence of the circumstances in which it arose (p), but where such 
an ambiguity exists in an instrument, such as a written contract or 
a deed, which fails in its purpose if it is capable on its face of bear- 
ing more than one meaning, parol evidence is only admissible to 
explain ambiguities which are latent ( 7 ). 


contracted as agent ; but this cannot be done whore t^ency is inconsistent with 
the instrument; see IJumhle y. Hunter (1848), 12 Ct B. 310} ; Macdohald v. 
WhitMd (1883), 8 App. Cas. 733, P. 0. (to prove that three successive indorsees 
of a bill of exchange were sureties inter ae for the same debt) ; Jte Lander ami 
Jiagley'i Contracif [1892] 3 Ch.4l (to show date of commencement of a lease); 
Hewefl V. Radford 0867), It, It. 3 0. P. 52 (to show the trades of the parties to a 
memorandum of sale os indicating which was seller and which was buyer) ; 
Jktnk t}f Av$ira!aaia v. Palmer, [1697] A. C. 640, P. 0. (to show that a docu- 
mout signed by one of the paiiies to an agreement did not form part of the 
agreement). 

(0 Kxtrinsic evidence of every material fact which will enable the court to 
ascertain the nature ond qualities of the subject-matter of the instrument, or, in 
other words, to identify the persons and things to which the instrument refors, 
must of necessity be received (Bank of New Zealand v. Simpson, [1900] A. C. 
182, 188, P. 0.) ; Kan Diemen's Land Co. v. Tohle Cape Marine Board, [190^ A. C. 
92, P. 0. (acts of user before grunt to explain what was granted) ; Cameron v. 

[1901] 1 K. B. 1 (initial letters N M added to invoice as description of 
the goods at request of the purchaser) ; Inglie v. Buttery (1878), 3 App. Oas. 552 
(surrounding circumstances to be considered, but not the communings of the 
parties). further as to this, in the case of instillments inter vivos, title 
I)ECD8 XNB Otbeb litSTRUMENTS, Vol. X., pp. 448--453 ; and, in the cose of 
wiUs, tiUe Wills. 

(fit) See, as to this, titles Equity, ante ; Trusts and Trustees ; Wills. 

(n) (Smit5v, Tri7so»(l8a2).3B. AAd.728; Brant v. il/ocfc5«( 1846). 15 II. &W. 
737. Under this nile parol evidence is admissible to give to words a secondary 
meaning. See Holt A Co v. Collyer (1881), 16 Ch. D. 718, where Fry, I., at n. 720, 
statoa the principle : Wliere there is a popular and common word usea in an 
instrument that word must be construed mmd faHs in its popular and common 
sense. If it is a word of a technical or legal character it must be construed 
according to its technical or legal meaning. . . • But before you can evi- 
dence ol the aeoondaiT meaning of a word you must satisfy the court from the 
instrument itself, or from the mroamstanoes ol the oas^ that the word ought to 
be construed not in its popular or primary signification, but moomding to its 
secondary intention.** 

(o) See CkickesUr (Lord)yf, Coventry (1867), L. B. 8 H. Ij. 71 ; Re Lactm, 
loam Xoeoii, [1891] 2 <5h. 482, C. A. ; Pryor y, P«fre, [1894] 2 Ch. 1 1, 0 A. 

( p) Bemmere UaoThamm (1684 ), 13 Q. B. D. 388. 

<7) See titles Ooimuor, vol. p. 523 ; X>x3U>s akb OmER Ixsritu- 
liKRTS, Vol. X., Rw 453. As to parol eYsmee to exidain ambiguities in wills, 
•SetiUoWiHJ- r ^ 
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Part V. — Witnesses. 

Sect, h 

Sect. 1. — Competency. (j^yn. 

777. All persons are now competent to be witnesses in civil 
proceedings who are of sufficient understanding to give evidence Who are 
and who appreciate the nature and obligation of an oath or competeot 
affirmation (r). witn***. 

The following classes of persons are incompetent as ^Y^tne8ses: locompetcai 
(1) Children of such tender years that they have neither sufficient 
intelligence to testify nor a proper appreciation of the duty of 
speaking the truth (s ) ; (2) idiots and insane persons who at tlie 
time of being tendered as witnesses are mentally incapable of 
testifying (t) ; (8) deaf and dumb persons, if they are unable by 
writing or signs or otherwise to understand questions put to them, 
or to communicate their answers to others (a) ; (4) other persons 


(r) At common law there were various classes of persons who were incom* 
petent as witiie^es, e.ff., parties to an action or their husbands and wives, per- 
sons interested in an action, infamous persons and persons who bad no religious 
belief (1 Starkie, Law of Evidence, 3rd ed., p. 92). Persons interested were made 
competent witnesses by the Evidence Act, 1843 (0 & 7 Viet. c. 65) ; parties to an 
action were made competent by the Evidence Act, 1851 (14 & 15 Yict. c. 99^, s. 2, 
and the Evidence Amendment Act, 1853 TIG A 17 Viet. o. 83) ; the husbands and 
wives of parties by the last-named Act ana by the Evidence Eurther Amendment 
Act, 1869 (32 & 33 Viet, o, 68); infamous persons by the Evidence Act, 1843 
(6 A 7 Viet. c. 85) ; and persons who had no religious belief by the Oaths Act, 
1888 (61 A 52 Viet, c. 46). A husband who has boon convicted of an aggravated 
assault on bis wife has a right to bo heard as a witness on an application bv her 
to justices for a separation order (Jonea v. Joties, [1895] P. 201, overruling rowtU 
V. Powell (1889), 14 P. D. 177). It is doubtful whether a porson undora sentence 
of death can give evidence (/f. v. Webb (1867), 11 Cox, 0. 0. 133, per Lirsii, J. ; 
see R, V. Fitzgerald (1884), pJr Hahrisok, J., cited in 2 Taylor, Law of Evidence, 
loth od., p. 959, n. A aeaf and dumb person may to-stify either in writing or 
by feigns, bm Dickinson v. Dlisset (1754), 1 Lick. 268. 

(«) The judge must examine ffie child to ascertain whether he is possessod 
of sufficient intelligence to appreciate the binding obligation of an oath ; noe 
Ji. V. Braaier (1779), 1 Leach, 199 ; R. v. (1829), 3 0. A P. 598 ; R. v. Perkins 
(1840), 2 Mood. C. C. 139; R. v. Holmes (1861), 2 F. A F. 788 ; soe also li. v. 
Baylis (1819), 4 Cox, C. C. 23 ; R, v. Cox (1898), 62 J. P. 89. It seems that a 
chud’t evidence may be receiv^ after a postponement to permit of his instruc- 
tion on the nature of an oath, if his ignorance arises from neglect and not 
merely from extreme youth ; but there is some doubt on the point ; R- v. 
Murphy (1795), 1 Leach, 4th ed., 430, n. ; H v. Wwleimb), 1 Mood. ^>. 86 ; 
/?. V. Wdliams (1835). 7 C. A P. 320; R, v. Nichohis (1846), 2 Car. A Kir. 246. 
As to the unsworn evidence of children in criminal cases, see title CnufiNAL 
Law akd Paocboubk, Vol. IX., p. 408. An adult witness may be incom- 


petent from insufficient ap 
{R. V. Wade (1825), 1 Mo 

— •* r 


of the moral duty of speaking the truth 
,‘C. C. 86). As to legal capacity of infants generally, 
•ee title iKrJbixs AKD Ghildben. . , . .. 

(0 A person suiSering from unsoundness of mmd may yet - 

the judge at the trial at which he is tendered as a witness is Mtisfiod he is 
then (A sufficient understanding to give rational evidence ; the mere fact that 
such a person is then suffering worn aelusions does not render htm incompoterit 
(«. T. 6ia (mi), 2 Den. 2«, 0. 0. E.). Before • peieon who i. known to be in 
su^ a sUto of mind can be received as a witness, there sho^ to s prelimmary 
inquiry as to his fitness to give evidence {SpitHe v. 11 alton (1871), L» It. 1 1 ix}« 
420). Am to lunatics idiots generally, see title Lusatios Aitn pEiuioxs ov 
IlKeoiTHD Mun>. ^ m 

(a) JZ: RusUm (1786), 1 Leech, 406; MerrHsm v. (18W), 3 C. A P* 

127; Aw«tobmew V. oiorgt [im). Ptr Ixird 0./. ; Bert. Uw of 

avidenoe, lOtii ed., p. 133; It. t. W'MtItead (1806), L. E. 1 0. 0. K. 33. 
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who, irom temporary causes, such as illness or drunkennens, are 
for the time incapable of understanding questions, and of giving a 
rational account of events. 

In criminal cases the defendant, and the wife or husband of the 
defendant, are only competent to testify in accordance with certain 
limitations (b) ; in other respects the rules as to the com^tency 
and incompetency of witnesses are the same in criminal as in civil 
matters. 

Questions as to the competency or incompetency of a witness are 
decided by the judge, generally on a preliminary examination 
called the voir dire^ but if the incompetency of a witness is not 
discovered till after he is sworn and has given evidence, his 
evidence may none the less be objected to and rejected (c). 


Sect. 2. — Privilege* 

PriTiiegc. 778. A witness, though competent generally to give evidence, 
may in certain cases claim privilege as a ground for refusing to 
disclose matter which is relevant to the issue (d). 


(h) ScO title CttIMINAL IjAW AND PROCEDURE, VoL IX., p. 388. 

(r) Jacobs V, Layhorn (1843), 11 M. & W. 685 ; iJ. v. Whitehead (18661, L. R. 
1 0. 0. B. 33. A judge vho is sitting alone on the trial of a case cannot, because 
of his position, be a witness during that trial ; part of a judge’s duty is to decide 
questions as to the admissibility of ovidence, and if a judge left the bench and 
gave evidence as a witness, ho could not at the same time decide a question as 
to the admissibility of his own evidence. A judge who is sitting with others 
may leave the bench and give evidence, but he should not return to the bench 
or take any further part in the trial as a judge (/f. v. Antrim County Juetim* 
ri901]2L B. 133, 141, 164,0. A.; if. v. Galivay Justices (1897), 31 I. L. T. 
160 ; B. V. Hacker (1660), Kel. 12). 

A juror may be sworn as a witness in the jury at the trial at which be is 
acting as a juryman and may continue to act as a juryman after giving evidence 
{Manley v. Shaw (1840), Car. & M. 361 ; /?. v. Rosser (1836), 7 C. & P. 648 ; R. 
V. Heath 0744), 18 State Tr. 1, 123; Fitz-James v. Mays (1663), 1 Sid. 133; 
Sennet Y* Hartford {Hundred) (1660), Sty. 233). Peers who are sitting to try one 
of their number may give evidence and also share iti the final decision (R. v. 
Five Popish Lords (1678), 7 State Tr. 1218, 1458 ; R, ▼, Maadesfield {EarT) 
(1725), 16 State Tr. 1252 ; see also titles Courts, Yol. IX., p. 19; Parllamekt; 
Peuiaoes and Other Dignities. There is no recent instance of a juror 
giving evidence, and the practice seems undesirable. As to jurors generally, 
see title Juries. 

Counsel or solicitors who are acting as advocates in the case should not also 
act in the same case as witnesses, but if they do tender evidence, their evidence 
is not inadmissible ; see tiUe Barristers, Yol. II., p. 396. A litigant in 
T>erson who is oondooting bis own case, may act as his own advocate, and also 
be sworn as a witness {CMctt v. Hudson (1852), 1 £. & B. 11). 

It is doubtful whether the Sang, foreign sovereigns, and foreign ambassadors 
sccreditsd to England are competent as witnesses ; they are not subject to the 
cocimve powers which the courts exercise over witnesses, and are not punishable 
for perjury; see titles CoNenrunoNAl. Law, VoL VI., pp, 874, 421 etseq,; 
CiuMtNAL Law and Procedure, Yol. IX., pp. 244, 401, note (a). 

(d) The privilege in most csm is that of the witness, and not that of a party 
to the suit, unless, ss in the csss of ooiumunications with a legal adviesr, a 
party is also within the protection of the privilege; a ]^rty not within the 
protection cannot raise an objeotkn on the ground ol privilege (B. v. Kinglake 
11 Cox, C. 0. 490 ; Thmas v. NewUm (1826), liood. i M. 48, n. ; B. v. 
Adey (1831), 1 Mood. A B« 94 ; Marsim v. Lhwnes (1834), 1 Ad. ft El. 31 ; Hoed* 
£yremcat(ka^ v. Me (1842), 3 ^ B. 699 ; Ihe d. Bowdife v. Ernnumt lEari^ 
^841|, 2 Meoa. ft B. 386; ese Jhretkr v. Smike (1886), 53 L. J. (a. 527^ 
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8i7B-Seot. 1. — Judgeit Juron, Counsel, Solicitors^ 

779. A judge of^ the superior courts may refuse to give 
evidence as to judicial proceedings that have taken place before 
him (e). 

An arbitrator may be called as a witness in a legal proceeding to 
enforce his award, and may be asked as to what passed before him, 
and as to what matters were presented to him for consideration, 
but may not be asked as to what passed in his own mind when 
exercising his discretionary power on the matters submitted to 
him (/). 

The grand jury are sworn to secrecy, and grand jurors may not 
give evidence as to what passed before them (g). 

The evidence of petty jurors as to what passed between them at 
the trial or while they were considering their verdict is not 
admissible (/i). 

780. Confidential communications, whether oral or written, 
passing between a client and his legal advisers, t.e., solicitor or 
counsel, and whether made directly or in Urectly through an agent 
of either, are, if made lor the purpose of obtaining or giving legal 
advice, privileged from disclosure ; neither the client nor the legal 
adviser can be compelled to disclose such communications. Tiio 
communications must have been made to or by the legal adviser in 
his professional capacity (i), and while the relation of client and 
legal adviser subsisted (j), but it is immaterial whether suck 


(e) Buccleuch (Duke) v. Metropolitan Board of Works (1872), L. E. 6 II. L. 418, 
433; B. r. (hazard (1838), 8 0. & P. 695; It, v. Ifarrey (ms), 8 Cox, 0. C. 
99, per Btles, J., at p. 103; »oe 2 Taylor, Law of Kvidonco, 10th ed., p. 987, «. 
A Burveyor appointed to asBist the court ought not to be ciilljd as a witnes.i 
{Broder v. Saiuard (1876), 24 W. E. 466). 

(/) Buccleuch {Duke) v. Metropolitan Board of Works, supra. See also title 
Aebitbation, Vol. L, 477. 

(g) R, V. Hughes (1844), 1 Car. & Kir. 619; R, v. Marsh (1837), 6 Ad. 1 El 
236; R, V. Co^ (1838). 8 0. & P. 682; MicklethwarVs Case (1640), Clay. 84 ; 
but see Freeman v. Arkeil (1823), 1 C. & P. 135, 137. Evidence as to prowHul- 
ings before a grand jury may, it seems, be given by other |)erson8 than the 
grand jurors {R, v. Watson (1817), 32 State Tr. 1, 107. 

(/*) Palmer y, Orowle (1738), Audr. 382; Jarkton y. WilHamsm (1788), 2 
Term Eep. 281 ; Vaise y, JOefawo/ (1786), 1 Term Bep. 11 ; Own y. U arhurton 
0806), 1 Bos. 4 P, (N. B.) 326 ; Straker y, Graham (1839), 8 L. 3. (kx.) 86; 
Burgess y, Langley (1843), 6 Man. & G. 722; Raphael v. Bank of Rnglund 
17 6. B. 161; HeebiU y. ParreU (1902), 18 T. L. E. 610. But ovidenoo moy, 
it eeems, be given to explain the circumstances in which a juryman came into 
the jury box {Bailey v. Macaulay (1849), 13 a B. 816), or the oondiUon of a 
juryman while there {Ex parte Morrie (1907), 72 J. P. 6). - 

(f) Banbury y, Banbury (1839), 2 Beav. 173; Baugh v. Cradacke (1832), I 

Mood. 4 E. 182 (one aolicitor acting for both parties). ^ 

(i) R. y. Downer {Ism), 14 C5ox, C. 0. 486, C. C. E ; R. r. Mey 0846), 2 
Owr. 4 Kr. 313; M, y. Brewer (1834), 6 C. 4 P. 363; Cuts y, P»cfefri»Wl072), I 
Vent 197: and see titles Baebistxb 8, Vol. II., p. 396; Di8CO\nBiiY xro., YoL XL, 
p. 72 ; SouorroBS. A solicitor <smnot claim wivUcgefr^i^lottf^t^ tta 
of his client (BureiU v. Tanner (1866), 16 U. B. V, I, 0, A,; m Caihiurt^ 
Em parte GsmpM (1870), 6 Ch. App. 703): he eyinot clami jwivdy 
diseovetina a &ed. k hie client is not entitle to renst its produetioii (BureiU v. 

to etsde when he ^ 

{Banner y'doAmm (1847), I De O. 4 Sot 473) ; he is not prscltided ixem giving 
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commanicaiioDS were or were not made when litigation was pending 
or contemplated (A:). 

The privilege may be waived by the client or his successors in 
title (0i but, unless waived, holds good after the relation of legal 
adviser and client has ceased, and indeed for ever(m). But 
secondary evidence of such communications, if written, may be 
given in spite of the privilege attaching to the originals (n). 

A barrister may, if he chooses, give evidence of what he has 
heard or seen in court when engaged as counsel ; if he is called by 
his client, he cannot, it seems, refuse to give evidence, even of 
confidential communications (o). 

Confidential communications other than those passing between a 
client and his legal advisers, or the agents of either, are not privileged 
from disclosure (p). 

Even confidential communications between a client and his legal 
advisers are not privileged if made for the purpose of committing 
a fraud or crime (q). 


Stiitt 


Sub-Sect. 2. — Officers of State, 

781. Secrets of state, state papers, confidential official documents, 
and communications between the Government and its officers are 


evidoDCO as to wbat passed at the time of the execution of a deed (Orawcour v. 
Sat ter (tS8l), 18 Ch. 1), 30, C. A.}. A client’s address confidentially com- 
municated by the client to the solicitor when the client is applying to him for 
advice is privileged from disclosure, unless the solicitor and client were jointly 
engaged in the commission of some wrongful act and the address was con) > 
municated while they wore so engaged (/te JCx parte Chief Official 

Receiver (I BBS), 60 L. T. lOt)) ; see Re Caihcart^ Ex parte Campbell (1870), 
6 Ob. App. 703. The privilege extends to communications between either uf 
two co-adventurers with eitJaer of their solicitors ( Rochefoucauld v. BoueleaU 
(1896), 65 L. J. (Cll.) 79-1). 

(A) Alinet v. Almjan (1873). 8 Ch. App. 361. 

(/) Calcraft v. [18981 1 Q. B. 759, 761,0. A. ; see Merles, More 
By. M. 390 ; Lea v. \llieaiiey (1678), 20 State Tr. 574, n. ; Ba\llie*e {Captain) 
Case (1779), 21 State Tr. 1359. If a privileged document is referred to m the 
pleading of a litigant, he may be ordered to give particulars of it (Milbank v. 

[1900] 1 Ch. 376. C. A.). 

(m) BulUvant v. A,-O,for Victoria, [1901] A. C. 196 ; Pearce v. Foeter (1885), 
15 Q. B. D. 1 U, 0. A. ; Bullock v. Corru (1878), 3 Q. B. D. 356 ; and compare 
Uethj V. Qetty, [1907] P. 334. 

(w) Calcraft v. Qu*$t, iupra, 

{o) See titles Barristeks, Vol. II., p. 396 ; Discovery etc., Vol. XI„ p. 1% 

ip) WiUon v. BasiaU (1792), 4 Term Kep. 753, 758; Slade v. Tucker (188U), 
14 Ch. D. 824. Even confidential communications passing between a pereon 
aiul a legal adviser are not privileged, unless the relationship of counsel or 
solicitor and client exists between the parties, and unless the ooxnmunioatioD is 
made by or to the legal adviser in his professional character {R, v. Doumer 
(1880). 14 Cox, a 0. 486. O, 0. E, ; SmUh v. Ikiniell (1874), L. B. 18 Bo. 649; 
irtViion V. Raetall, eupra ; R, v. Fariey (1846), 2 Car. d Kir. 313 ; R, v. Bretner 
(1834). 6 C. & P. 363; Cute v. FUkering (lj^2), 1 Vent. 197). As to oommiuii- 
cations made to a minister of relimon, see title Ckimikai. law aki) Procedure, 
Vol. IX., p. 401, and Normanehaw v. Kormanehaw and Meaaham (1893), 69 
I*. T. 468. Als to the admisaibili^ of confessions in criminal cases, see title 
CiiiMiKAL Law and Proobdubb, Vol. IX., p. 394. 

(V) BuUimnt r, for Vidoria, [1901] A. C. 196; R. v. Cox and Baaton 
(1884), 14 Q, B. D. 153, C. C. E. ; Re PoeUelhwaite, ReRidman, PoetUthwaiter, 
JRickmtm (18871. 35 Oh, D. 722; R, ▼. Brwm (1862), 9 Cox. C. 0. 28, C. 0, R. ; 
MueeCl v. Juelmn (l85tX 9 Hiure, 387 ; E. v. Heegward (184Q, 2 Car. 4t ICfr* 
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privileged from dlBcIo8ure(r). Secondary evidence of Buch docu- 
ments cannot be given (s). 

Public officials are privileged from disclosing the source of 
information that has been communicated to them, and witnesses 
for the Grown in criminal prosecutions undertaken by the Govern- 
ment are privileged from disclosing the channel through which 
they have communicated information (t). 

A witness, whether a member of either House of Parliament or 
not, may refuse to disclose, without permission of the House of 
Parliament which has jurisdiction in the matter, what has taken 
place in either House, or what was said, or how any person voted (a). 


Sub-Sect. S.^IIushaud and TTt/e. 

782. A husband or wife may refuse to disclose any communica- 
tion made to him or her during the marriage by the other party to 
the marriage (/>)• 

234 ; Jt. V. Jtmea (1846), 1 Den. 166, C. (‘. K. ; /•’. v. Amy (18.38), 8 & S 

596; IVilliama v. Quehrada Raihroti, Land and Voftjier CV)., risydl 2 Ch. 751. 

(r) Dawkina v. Rokehj {Lord) (187.3), D. U. 8 (i. IJ. 2.55, Kx. Ch. (minutes of 

proceedings of a military court of inquiry) ; l/ome v. Rruiimdc (1820), 2 Prod. & 
liing. 130, Ex. Ch. (report of such a court); lhanmy v. (1888), 21 

Q. B. D. 509 (^dispatches, reports, and other communications passing between a 
Secretary of State for the Colonies and the governor of a colony) ; see Chatterion 
V. Secretary of State far India in Council^ [1895] 2 Q. B. 189, 195, 0. A. Aa to 
letters written by a private individual to an official, see lilake v. IHIJM (1832), 
1 Mood. & B. 198, and as to rejwrts of a prison doctor, st'e Leigh v. Qladatune 
(1909), 26 T. L. B. 139. If the head of a public department who has posses- 
sion of a public document, or some responsible official acting under his autho* 
rity, states that the production of the document would be injurious lo the public 
interest, the document cannot bo disclosed (Re Uargrravta (j(>nej}h\ Ltd., [1900] 
1 Ch. 347, C. A. ; Hugjiea v. Vargaa (1893), 9 T. L. B. 551, 0. A. ; Re 
Bellerophon (1874), 44 Jj. J. (adm.) 5; see Ford v. Blent (1890), 6 T. L. K. 295; 
A.-O. V. NatUngham Corporation (1904), 20 T. L. B. 257, 258; Kain v. Farrer 
(1877), 37 L. T. 469; Wright Co. v. MUla (1890), 62 L. T. 558; BtaUon v. 
Skene (1860), 2 L. T. 378 ; Smith v. Kaat India Co. (I8JI), 1 Ph. 50; Anderaon 
V. iKTainiVfofi (1820), 2 Brod. & Bing. 156, n.; Williama v. Star Netrajxijyer Co., 
Ltd. (1908). 24 T. L. R 297, and title Discovery etc., VoJ. XL, p. 64). It is a 
criminal offence for a person in the public service, corruptly and contrary to 
his official duty, to communicate a public document in his possession to any 
fjerson to whom, in the publio interest, the document ought not to be com- 
municated (Official Secrets Act, 1889 (52 & 53 Viet. c. 52), s. 2). 

(s) Home v. Beniinck, attpra. 

(t) n. V. Hardy (1794), 24 State Tr. 199, 753; R. v. Waiaon (1817), 32 SUte 
Tr. 1, 100; R, y. Richardson (1863). 3 V. & V. 693; -4.-^. v. Briani (1846), 16 
Af. ft W. 169 ; Marks v. Bey/ua (1890), 25 Q. B. I). 494, C. A. ; but a detective 
cannot refuse on grounds ox public policy to answer a question as to whore he 
vraa secreted (ITtM ▼. Catehlove (1886), 3 T. L. K. 139). As to public officials 
generallT, see title Poblio Authoritibs and Public OmcBBS, 

(«) PfunkeU v. CebbeU (1804), 0 Esp. 136; Chubb v. Balonum (1832), 3 
(W. ft Kir. 76. . . 

(6) Kvidenoe Amendment Act, 1863 (16 ft 17 Viet c. 83). s. 3; Craninal 
ETidenoe Act 1898 (61 ft 62 Viet. c. 36), s. 1 (d). The rule is not li^od Jo 
communications of a strictly confidential character (^(TOimnor t. MujofVHntk. 

M , 6 Jut. 609), and appliee even after the marriage tie has boon sovernd 
.til or diroroe (/Mur v. HaiUr (1824). By. ft M. 198 Mmroe r. TwMiioa 
(1802), Peske, Add. Oss. 219). The rule still applies, efsn w t^ OMoa wh«re m 

wile «r hnshmid nmy bs oriled ss witness against the iitto i^y to ^ inarnsge ; 

see Crinanal Eridenoe Act, 1898 (61 4 62 Viet c. 36), s. 4 (1), •• • W)- ^ to 
eTidenosiebting to adultery, seep. 676. M«<. As to the evidence ol to husband 
vt wife in i proceedings, see title CnisciRAl* XdAW ARP PgocicPPiUlCt 


Sect. 1 
PiivUage. 

Public 

officials. 

Crown 

witneiNi. 


Mcoihert of 
Parliamonts 


Husband 
and wife. 





Bbot« % 
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of witneiBef. 


8t7B-Sbct. lked$. 


OronndB lor 
fusing 
togire 
efidence. 


Whet ere 
eaffidetit 
groandi. 


783. A witness, whether a party to an action or not, may refuse 

and cannot be compelled, to produce his title deeds (c). ' 

Sub-Sect. 6.—Matltr ineriminaling Witneu. 

784. A witness may refuse to answer a question on the ground 
that the answer may tend to incriminate him, that is, may tend to 
expose the witness, or the husband or wife of the witness (d), to 
any kind of criminal charge (e), or to any kind of penalty (/) or 
forfeiture (g). 

The mere statement by b, witness that he believes that the answer 
may tend to incriminate him does not excuse him from answer- 
ing, and the court must be satisfied from the circumstances 
of the case and the nature of the evidence which the witness is 
called upon to give that there is reasonable ground to apprehend 
danger from his being compelled to answer. If it is once made to 
appear that the witness is in danger, great latitude should be 
allowed to him in judging for himself of the effect of any particular 

Vol. IX., pp. 405, 400. A third person may give evidence of a conversation he 
has heard between husband and wife (if. v. SmithieB (1832), 5 0. A P. 332 ; if. v, 
Simofii (1834), 6 0. & P. 640 ; if. v. (1837), 7 0. & P. 832). 

(c) Element Burial Board ▼. Egremont Iron Ore Co, (1880), 14 Ch. D. loS ; 
Minet v. Morgan (1873), 8 Ch. App. 361 ; Doe d. Loecomhe v. Clifford (1847), 

2 Car. A Kir, 448 ; if. v. TJvjm Bwdingion (InhahiianU) (1826), 8 Dow. & By. 
(K. B.) 726 ; Pickering v. Noyea (1823), 1 B. s C. 262; Harria v. Hill (1822), 3 
Stark. 140. The rule applies to documents which a witness holds as mortgagee 
or pledj^ (C^tcAeafer v. Donmall {Ma^uia) (1870), 6 Ch. App. 497 ; Goaia Pica 
Bevvhitc v. Erlanger (1874), £. B. 19 Eq. 33). As to production of documents 
before trial, see Buaden v. Trt7A:f>is(m, [1893] 2 Q. B. 432, A. ; Morria y. 
Edwards n890), 16 App. Cas. 309 ; A.- G, v. NewcaaUe-u]pon-Ty^ Corporation, 
[1899] 2 Q. B« 478, C, A. As to production of deeds by solicitors, agents, or 
servants, see p. 681, pesf. 

(d) if. v. CUviger Unhahiiania) (1788), 2 Term Bep. 263 ; Cartwright v. Green 
(1802), 8 Ves. 405; if. y. AU Sainta, Worcester {Inhahitanta) (1817), 6 M. A B. 
194. 


(e) iMmh y. Muneter (1882), 10 Q. B. D. 110 ; Fuhery, R<malda{l%b2) 12 0. B. 
762 ; if. V. Blaney (1882) 6 0. A. P. 213 ; if. y. Pegkr (1833), 6 C. A P. 621 ; 


213 ; if. y. Pegkr (1833), 6 C. A P. 621 ; 


Maloney y. Bartley (1812), 3 Camp. 210; Paxton y. Douglaa (1812), 19 Ves. 226 ; 
Claridge y. Hoare (1807), 14 Vos. 69. In Ptirkhurat y. Lewkn (^1816), 1 Mor. 391 , 
Brownaword y. Edwarda (1761), 2 Ves. Sen. 243, 246, and FtacX y. Finch (1762), 
2 Ves. Sen. 491, 493, the rule was applied to a criminal chaige in an ecclesiastical 
court, but the rule would probably not be so applied now except in the case of 
persons in orders refusing to answer. Bankruptcy proceedings are no longer of 
such a criminal nature as to preyent the bankrupt being <^ed by a erraitor 
(Re X, r., Ex parte Haee, [1902] 1 £. B. 98, 0. A. ; see ife a Dekor, [1910] 
2 K. B. 69, 64,D. A.). 

(/) if.y. Fi^d (1^6), 13 State Tr. 1, 16; MaccallumY, Turton (1828), 2T. A J. 
183 ; Dandridge y. Oorden (1827), 3 0. A P. 11 ; Derby Corporatum y. Derbyahire 
Cotmiy OomeO, [1897] A. 0. 6^. 


(s) T. BnSktfMd (1864), 5 B. A R 629; Cbrk (BMop) y. Parkr (1877), 

11 X B. 0. L. 94; Uxkridge (Lard) y. Btaveland (1747), 1 Vos. 8<»i. 66; 
Hamhraok y, 8mUk (1662), 17 Bun. zOB ; see Witneeeee Act, 1806 (46 Qeo. 3, 
e. 37). An objection that to answer a question would vxpoae the witness to 
crlmtBal procminge, pnnialim«il| and penalUea in a foreign country is no 


nlL B. 0. L. 94; tTxbridge (Lw 
Hamhrodk y. 8mUk (1662), 17 Bim. 
e. 37). An objection that to answe 


criintnal proceedmga, pnnialim«il| ana penaluea in a foreign country is no 
greund lor lefuatng to answer the queraons, unlees the judge has materials 
fiefote hhn from whtdb he can judge whether there ia a leaamiahle likelihood 
of a danger of such a p r oec cu t fi m etc. (Two SkUiee (King) y. Wiliam (1861), I 
Gto. (M. a.) 801 ; United BkdeegfAmenm y, Jfediac (1847}, 3 Clu App. 79), 



Part V*— -Witnkssis, 


m 


question. Sobjeet to this reservation, the court is bound to insist Saor.i, 
on the witness answering, unless it is satisfied that the answer will Pitvilege. 
tend to place the witness in peril (ft). — 

An objection to answer questions or interrogatories tending to When 
incriminate must be taken at the time by the witness or person 
interrogated, and the objection must be taken on oath or afSrma- 
tion (t)* But, it seems, the witness, if he chooses to answer part of 
an inquiry, does not waive his right to object to answer subsequent 
questions (ft). 

A witness cannot refuse to be examined on the ground that the Witnan 
only answer he can give will tend to incriminate him ; he can only 
object to answer after he has been sworn or has affirmed, and must Somiiuitloa, 
then object to answer a particular question (/). 

No one except the witness or person interrogated con avail 
himself of the objection (m). 

If a witness objects on oath to answer a question on the ground Aiuiwar 
that the answer may tend to incriminate him, and there is good 
ground for the objection, but the witness is improperly compelled fmJdmhliibie 
to answer the question, the answer cannot lawfully be admitted in in tubteqaent 
evidence against him in a subsequent proceeding («). proceeding. 

If proceedings cannot be taken against the witness, in respect of When witnea 
the charge, penalty, or forfeiture on account of which he refuses 
to answer, by lapse of time (o), or by pardon of the criminal offence Hswer. 
in question (p), or by waiver of the penalty or forfeiture, then the 
witness cannot refuse to answer the question (q). 

Except in the cases stated above, a witness cannot refuse 
to answer a question on a matter material to the issue on the 
ground that his answer would tend to degrade him(r), or to 


(A) Be Oenesf, Ejt parte Oilbert (1880), 3 Morr. 223, 0. A. ; Be Bet/nol*ls, Ex 
parte Beynolde (1882), 20 Ch. D. 294, 0. A. ; B. v. liot/ee (1801), 1 B. & 8. 311 ; 
Sidehottcm y. Adkine (1857), 5 W. li. 743; Osborn y, London Dock Co. (1855), 
10 £xch. 098. 

(♦) TFi^A v. East (1879), 5 Ex. D. 23 ; Sammons v, Baily (1890), 24 Q. B. D. 
727 ; Spokes v. Grcsvenor Hotel Co.t [1897] 2 Q. B. 124, C. A. ; The Mary or 
Alexandra (1868), L. B. 2 A. & E. 319 ; BoyU v. Wiseman (1855), 10 Exch. 047 ; 
East V. Chapman (1827), 2 0. & P. 570; Smith v. Btadnell (1807), 1 Camp. 30; 
Bickford v. Darcy (1866), L. E. 1 Exch. 354 ; but see B. y. Oarbett (1847), 
1 Den. 236 ; and title Diboovekt etc., Yol. XL, p. 83. 

(k) B. y. Oarbett, supra ; but see East y. Chapman, supra, 
ll) Boyle y. Wiseman, supra. 

Cm) B, y. Kinglake (1870), 11 Oox, C. 0. 449 ; Thomas y. NewUm (1826), Mood, 
ft M. 48, n. ; B. y. Adey (1831), 1 Mood, ft E. W. An internigatory canmit 
be struck out on the ground that it tends to criminate (Fisher y. Owen (1878), 
8 Ch. D. 645, C. A. ; WM y. East (1879), 5 Ex. D. 23; Samnums y. Bailey 
(1890), 24 Q. B. D. 727 ; Spekes y. Orosvenor Hotel Co., [1897] 2 4. B. 124, C, A. ; 
The Mary or Alexandra (1868). L. E. 2 A. ft E. 319; Bkkford y. Ihreu, supra ; 
Nationdl, Association of Operative Plasterers y. Smithies, [1906] A. C. 434). Inter* 
rogatoriee are not sllowed in actions for forfeiture or pimalties. See title 
DlSOOTBaT ETC., VoL XI., p. 41. 

(a) B, y, Oarbett, supra; R. y. Cod (1873), L. B. 4 P. 0. 5^. 

^ ^ BOerU y. AOaU (1828), Mood, ft M. 192j Williams r, hairinyUm (1789), 


ox, £q. Cas. 202 ; Ikivti ?. BM (1832), 5 Sim. 443. 

[a) 2 F. * F. 336 s Sx patU (186!), 10 

C. B. a.) 8; Tri*iii Boxh Oorforation r. Bufgt (1828), 3 611; 

(^ &. tb. note in A V. /Wefer (1823), 1 C. ft F. 80, 88 ; ^ i/mrnm w. 
Tudetr (1803), Fteke, Adi Out. 223, ud ca4M cited ut note, ibl, 223. 
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8Knr. 1 subject him to a civil action or pecuniary loss, or to charge him 
Privilege, with a debt (e). 

Wban bound 785. There are some cases in which, by the express provisions 
tomwcr. of a statute, a witness is bound to answer a question, although the 
answer may tend to incriminate him (t). rrovisions have been 
made absolving from penal consequences persons who make a full 
discovery of what they know in inquiries instituted under certain 
statutes, and a person who is indemnified thereby cannot refuse to 
answer a question on the ground that it would tend to incriminate 
him (a). 


Wheo 
ovUlence of 
adultery may 
be adduced. 


786. In proceedings instituted in consequence of adultery (b) no 
witness is liable to be asked or bound to answer any question 
tending to show that he or^ she has been guilty of adultery, unless 
such witness has already given evidence in the same proceedings in 
disproof of his or her alleged adultery (c). 

In other proceedings, it seems, a witness could not refuse to 
answer a question on the ground that the answer might tend 
show that he or she had committed adultery (d). 


(«) Witneftsea Act, 1806 (46 Geo. 3, c. 37); Doe d. Egremont (Earl) v 
Date (1842), 3 Q. B. 609. But see Venahhe v. Schweitzer (1873), L. II. 16 Eq. 
76; Ae DeeportcB, Ex jmrie Official Receiver (1893), 68 L. T. 233. As to refusal 
of defendant on cnminnl charge, who gives evidence on his own behalf or for a 
fellow prisoner, to answer questions, see title Criminal Law and Procedure, 
Vol. Ia., p. 404 ; and R, v. Rowlantl, [1910] 1 K. B. 468, C. A. 

(fl See Bankruptcy Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Vict. c. 62), s. 17. As to objecting to 
prmluce a book kept pursuant to statute, see Bradehaw v. Murphy (1836), 7 
C, & P. 612. 

(а) Biuikruptcy Act, 1890 (53 & 64 Vict. c. 71), s. 27; Larceny Act, 1861 
(24 & 25 Vict. c. 96), s. 85 ; Ijarceny Act, 1901 (I Edw. 7, c. 10) ; and see title 
Criminal I^aw and Procedure, Vol IX., 399, note (j). There are some 
questions which a bankrupt is compellable to answer in his examination, although 
they criminate him (see title Bankruptcy and Insolvency, Vol. II., p. 73), but 
which a mere witness examined in bankruptcy may refuse to answer (ife Firth^ 
Ex parte Schofield (1877). 6 Oh, D. 230, C. A. ; R, v. Hillam (1872), 12 Cox. C. 0. 
174 ; A v. Cherry (^1871), 12 Cox. C. 0. 32; R, v. CVom and Leyland (1856), 7 
Cox, C. C. 226, ( 3 . 0 . 11 . ; Re Smith (1833), 2 Deac. & Ch. 230 ; Re Heath (1833), 
2 Deac. & Ch. 214 ; Re Falk (18321 2 Deac. & Ch. 416 ; R. v. Sloggett (1866), 
I lears. 0. C. 656). See the Corrupt Practices Prevention Acts, 1854— 1883 ; title 
Elections, Vol. XII., pp. 466, 614 ; Gaming Act, 1846 (8 & 9 Vict. c. 109), 
s. 9; Gaming Act, 1892 (65 & 66 Vict. o. 9); Gaming Houses Act, 1864 
(17 A 38 Vict. 0 . 38), ss. 6, 6; and title Criminal Law and Procedure, 
Vol IX., p. 400. 

(б) Nottingham Guardians v. Tomhinson (1879), 4 C. P. D. 343 ; Evans v. 
Evans, [1904] P. 378. As to such proceedings generally, see title Husband 
AND Wife. 

(c) Evidence Further Amendment Act, 1809 (32 A 33 Vict c. 68), s« 3. See 

Red fern v. Redfem^ A. ; HMlethwaite v. BM>hldhwaite (1869), 

I 4 . K. 2 P. & D. 29 : BabSage v. Babbage (1870), L. R. 2 P. A D. 222 ; Brosm v. 
Bnmn (1874), L. B. 3 P. & D. 198. witness questioned must himsolf 
claim the protection of the section, and counsel for either party cannot object 
to such a question {HMUihwaiie v. HehUttkwaite, supra), 

(d) A’mtii V. JSbaiii, [1904] P. 378 ; R v. Castro (1873), Shorthand Notes, L, 
1002« The possibility of proceedings in the ecclesiastic^ court being brought 
ill consequence of adultery is probably now too remote to be a ground for a 
refusal to answer a question relating to this subject ; but see Redftm v. ifed/em, 
«ii|wa, at p. 145. 
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SsoT. 8. — Attendance. 

787. All competent witnesses who are amenable to the jurisdiction 
of the Supreme Court of Judicature are also in civil cases compellable 
to attend and give evidence (e). 

Sub-Sect. 1 . — Subpoena ad teetijicandum. 

(i.) Wtineases within the Juriediction, 

788. The attendance of witnesses in proceedings in the High 
Court is enforced by the writ of subpoena ad testificandum (/). The 


Bbot.I. 

Attendaaoe. 

Attendanca 
of wltnaaiet 
wiihtn the 
jnrisdlctioii. 


Suhpmnaad 


(p) As to compellable witnesses in criminal cases, see title Criminal Law 
AND Pkooedure, Vol. IX., p. 401. There are some persons, e.^., the King, a 
foreign sovereign who is in England, and foreign ambassadors at the Kn^ish 
Court, who, if competent witnesses, are not compellable ; see note (c) p. 670, ante, 
(/) This writ in civil proceedinM issues out of the Central Office of the 
Siif^reme Court of Judicature ; for tne forms of the writ, see R. S. 0., App. J ; 
Yearly Practice of the Supreme Court, 1911, Vol. II.. pp. 1916—9. To obtain a 
writ of iubpcena^ a jirctdm in the form given in R. 8. 0., Anp. 0, No. 21, 
must be deliver^ and filed at the Central Office (R. S. 0., Oid. 37, r. 26). 
The Probate, Divorce and Admiralty Division may issue write of snhpcena ; see, 
as to divorce, Matrimonial Causes Act, 1867 (20 & 21 Viet. c. 86), s. 49, and 
rr. 109 and 180 of the Rules and Regulations of 26th December, 1866, made 
under the Matrimonial Causes Act, 1857 (20 & 21 Viet. c. 85); and the 
Matrimonial Causes Act, 1860 (23 & 24 Viet. c. 141) ; see, as to probate, Court 
of Probate Act, 1857 (20 & 21 Viet, c, 77), s. 24; Court of Prooate Act, 1858 
(21 & 22 Viet. c. 95), s. 23; see, as to Admiralty, Admiralty Court Act, 1861 
(24 & 25 Viet. 0. 10), B. 21. Write of sultpana are issued from the Crown Office, 
not only to witnesses in causes pending on the Crown side of the King’s lien eh 
Division of the High Court, but where the attendance of witnesses is requirofl at 
the assizes or the Central Criminal Court, or in any inferior criminal court, and 
also in inferior tribunals which have not the means of enforcing the attendance 
of witnesses (Short and Mellor, Practice of the Crown Office, 2nd ofl., p. 405 ; 
Crown Office Rules, 1906, App. 0, Nos. 151 — 168). No writ of iubixena can 
be issued against a defendant in a criminal ca<«e, or his or her wife or nusband, 
except in the cases in which a defendant, or his or her wife or husband, in a 
oomj^llable witness; see title Criminal Law and Procbdure, Vol. IX., 
pp. 388, 402 — 407. As to proceedings in chambers, see R. S. 0., Ord. 37, 
r. 28; R. 8. 0., Ord. 55, rr. 16, 17 ; as to proceedings before an official roferw, 
see R. S. 0., Ord. 36, r. 49 ; as to proceedings before a taxing officer, see R. S. C., 
Ord. 65, r. 27 (25) ; as to proceedings before an examiner, see R. S. C., Ord. 37, 
r. 20 ; as to proceedings before an arbitrator, see Arbitration Act, 1 889 (62 A 63 
Viet. c. 49), Bs. 8, 18 ; as to the summoning for cross-examination of a witness 
who has made an affidavit, see R. S. C., Urd, 38, r. 28 ; and Ite Baker ^ ConntU 
V. Dttker (1885). 29 Ch. D. 711 ; as to examinations of witnesses in bankruptcy, 
see Bankruptcy Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Viet. c. 52), s. 27 ; Jie Franh, Ex parte 
Oiitim, [1892] 1 Q. B. 646; Bankruptcy Bub?s, 1886, rr. 61—66; and title 
Bankruptcy akd Insolvknct, VoL IL, pp. 71, 140, 318 ; os to the summoning 
til witnesses in the winding up of a comfsiny, see Companies (Consolidation) 
Act. 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 69), s. 174. As to the summoning of witnesses tefure 
either House of Parliament, see Erskine May, Parliamentary Pnwtice, Uth ed., 
pp. 402, 424 ; before the Judicial Committee of the Privy Council, the Judicial 
Committee Act, 1833(3 A 4 Will. 4, c. 41), s. 19. As te the mimmomug oi 
witnesses before a coroner’s court, see Coroners Act, 1887 (50 A; 51 \ ict. c. i1), 
M. 19, 21; uid title CoBOHEB*. Vol. VIU.. pp. 26l.^; m to eurnmnittg 
of witDMaes before ootuito courte, eee County&uit ^t, 1888 (j 1 ft 42 Vi^ 

0. 43X e. nO; and title Couimr Ooxthtb, Vol. VIII., p. 4M. ftn to ^ 
summoning of witnesses before the eoclesiastujal courts, see Pupjjc Worsliip 
Cegnlation Act, 1874 (37 ft 38 Viet c. 84), e. 9 ; ae to ttoir ewdMOe. M 
title BcoiMuanoaL lAw, Vol. XL, p. 418; and aa to Uking by 

dc|iositton before an examiner, see r. 86 of the rules made under the Clergy 
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E iroduction of documents in tbe possession of a witness is enforced 
y the writ of iubpoena duee$ tecmn (g). 

Any party to a proceeding in tbe High Court is entitled to a 
iuhpcena as of right (/t), but a subpoena improperly issued may be set 
aside (t)« 

Any snlpoena other than a subpoena issued from the Grown Office, 
or in an action to be tried at the assizes, remains in force until 
the trial of the action or matter in which it is issued (Jc). 

A subpoena must be served personally (1) by delivering a copy 
of tbe writ and of the indorsement, and at the same time 
producing the original writ (m). 

A subpoena must be served within twelve weeks after the teste of 
the writ, and within a reasonable time before the trial or proceeding 
at which the attendance of the witness is required (n). 

At the time of the service of the subpoena, or within a reasonable 
time before the day named for the attendance of the witness, a 
witness in a civil case is entitled to have tendered to him his conduct 
money, that is, his full expenses for going to and returning from the 
place of trial, and for his maintenance there during the trial. A 
professional witness is also entitled to have tendered to him com- 
pensation to tbe amount of one guinea a day for loss of time (o). 


DisoipliDe Ao^ 1892 (55 & 56 Viet c. 32), 8. 9. As to witnesses in criminal 
matlers, see title Criminal Law and Pkocbdurs, Yol. IX., pp. 314, 321 ; 
and before justices, title Maoistratbs. There are a great number of special 
statutory provisions providing for the suminoning of witnesses before special 
courts ana bodies, and persons having judicial functions ; see 2 Taylor, 
liaw of Evidence, 10th pp. 931, 944. 

(y) See p. 580, poit A subpana other than a iubj}ce7ia duett tecum is to 
contain three names when necessary or required, but may contain any larger 
number of names (R. S. 0., Ord. 37, r. 29) ; no more than three persons are to 
be included in a tubpeena duett tecum, and a tuhpcena may be sued out for each 
person if it is deemed necessary or desirable (R. S. C., Ord. 37, r. 30). As to 
correcting errors in names and resealing a tuhpoena, see R. S. 0., Ord. 37, r. 31. 

(A) Bayffumd v. Taptim (1882), 22 Oh. D. 430, C. A. ; HMm v. Holdtn, Hill 
V. Mi (1857), 7 De 0, M. & O. 397. 

(i) London and Olobt FinafKe (hrporation v. Kaufman (1899), C9 L. J. (cn.) 
196 ; Be Munddl, Fenton v. Vumbmegt {\%^), 48 L. T. 776. A tulpama not 
issued bond fide for the purpose of obtaining relevant evidence may be set 
aside (R. v. Baintt, [1909] 1 K. B. 258). 

(A) k S.C.,Oid.37.r. 34a. 

(0 It is said that an order for substituted service can be made (Dyson v. 

February, per Jblf, J., Yearly Supreme Court Practice, 1911, 

(m) k a'a, Ord. 37, r. 32 ; nVubtoorfft ▼. ManJuM (1832), 1 Cr. ft M. 87 ; 
It. T. Wood (1832), 1 Dowl. 809; Oardm t. OmuWI J1837), 2 M. ft W. 31B; 
IHtckor y. King (1845), 2 Dow. ft L. 783 ; Doe d. Clarke t. Thomeon (1841), 
9 DowL 948. \ /» 

(«} B. 8. 6., Ord. 37, r. 34 : Hammond y. StewaH (im), I Stn-SlO; Barter 
y. Wood (1838), 2 Ibod. ft B. 172 ; JramiMB t. Ainewertk (1840), 8 DowL 889 ; 
/acteSM T. (1844), 2 Dow. ft L. 13 ; aeo Loudon and Qldbo Finanto 

OtTfor^ian y. Kargman, eegim. A, to on actiou against a pemm who prerenta 
tha asrvioe of a eubpana, aoa iTtenur. Oook(liS»), 8 0. B. (h. a.) 784, 787. If a 
witaaoa ia in ooiut at tha trial, ho nay uero and then be aerred with a 
tnkfeena (Bo* d. Jnpp y. AnAmeo (1778), 2 Oowp. 848), and cannot retnae to 
rive eriwiee, nnlese he ie e eoueitor engaged in another mettw {Pileker y. 
AWM, siqNti). 

M 8ae Bi Working Men'o Mednal BocMte (1882L 21 Ch. D. 831 ; Bowloe y. 
Mneon (1743), 1 Vou BL 38; ifMSlM72r«W^(1840), 1 Men. ft O. 988 s 
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If a witnoBB in a eiyil caae haB been regularly served with a 
$tibpaena and has had his expenses tendered to him within a reason- 
able time, and doed not attend at the trial or proceeding, or attends 
and refuses to mve evidence, he may, in the absence of reasonable 
excuse, be attached for contempt (p) ; or an action will lie 
him at the suit of the party who sued out the subpoena {q). 

A witness who attends on a subpoena may, in a civil case, refuse 
to give evidence until he has been paid his full expenses, including, 
if he is a professional man, compensation for his loss of time at the 
above-mentioned rate (a). 


■an.S. 

AttttdaiMs. 

Oonieqafiicft 
of refuMil 
to Atteiid. 


Pajmeat of 
espenaw. 


(ii.) Jfitneises out of the Jurisdiction, 

789. Where in a civil case the attendance of a witness who is WitnomM 
within the United Kingdom, but is not within the jurisdiction of the 
court in which the action is pending, is required, a writ of iubpctna ^ 

may be issued by special leave of a judge of the High Court (6). 

In criminal matters, when witnesses are not bound over to appear ^rown Oflico 
and give evidence at the trial, or are out of the jurisdiction of the '^*P*"** 
particular court, if such witnesses are within the United Kingdom, 


Broccu ▼. Lloi/d (1856), 23 Boav. 129. As to criminal casos, see Costs in Criminal 
Cases Act, mS (8 Edw. 7. c. 16), s. 1. 

( p) It, V. Daye, [19081 2 KB. 333 ; R. v. Russell ([.ord John), R, v. Fox Mauls 
(1839), 7 Dowl. 6^; Chapman v. Davis (1841), 3 Man. ft O. 009 ; Lamrmt v. 
Crook (1840), 6 M. ft W. 613 ; Barrow v. Humphreys (1820), 3 B. ft Aid. 698; 
Qoff Mills (1844), 2 Dow. ft L. 23 ; R. v. Fonn Q835), 3 Dowl. 646. As to 
what is a reasonable excuse, see Blaudford v. De Tastet (1813), 6 Taunt. 260; 
Farrah v. Keai (1838), 6 Dowl. 470; R, r. Sioman (1832), 1 Dowl. 618; 
Malcolm v. Day (1819), 3 Moore (c. P.), 679 ; Vaughton v. Brine (1840), 9 Dowl. 
179; Be Jacofs (1835), 1 Har. ft W. 123; Whiteland ▼. OratU (1840), 4 Jut, 
1061. If a witness attends at the hearing, he cannot refuse to bo examined on 
the ground that he has not been duly served (Wisden v. Wisden (1849), 6 Ham, 
549). 

{q) Needham v. Fraser (1845), 1 C. B. 813; Couling v. Coxe (1848), 6 0. B. 
703; Mulleti v. Hunt (1833). 1 Cr. ft M. 732 ; Lamont v. Crook (1840), 6 
M. ft W. 615; Masterman v. Judson (1832), 8 Bing. 224 ; Davis v. Lortil (1839), 
4 M. ft W. 678 ; Amey y. Long (1808), 9 East, 473. If a witness promises to 
attend at a trial without a suhpeena, an action will lie against him for breach of 
the mnnise ( PiBafman v. Dempseu (1860), 7 0. B. (N. s.) 628), If conduct money 
has oeen paid to a witness, and his attendance becomes unnecessary, and he has 
incurred no expense, the conduct money may be recovered by the person who 
paid it (Martin v. Andrews (1856), 7 E. ft B. 1). A witness who has not been 
paid his expenses has an action tor them against the party who sues out the 
suhpeenaJCMns r. Oode/roy (1S31), 1 B. ft Ad. 950; Ro/nnsv, Bridge (1837), 
3 M. ft W. 114 ; Hale v. Bates (1858), R B, ft B. 675). 

a See Re fforking Men's MutucU Society (1882), 21 Ch. D. 831 ; and cases 
note (o), supra, , 

(6) Attenoanoe of Witnesses Act, 1854 (17 ft 18 Viet. c. 34), ss. 1,2; Judies* 
ture Act, 1884 (47 ft 48 Viet. c. 61), s. 16; see Alien v. HamUUm (Duke) 
(1867), L. E. 2 a P. 630. A reasonable and sufficient sum of money to defray 
the expenses of coming and attendiim to give eyidenoe, and of returning from 
giving such evidence, must be t(m£xed to the person when ^e suh^Bjfta is 
serveu upon him (Attendance of Witnesses Act, 1854 (17 ft 18 Viet. c. 34). a 4. 
Disohedienos to the v^it is punishable in the courts oz the ojuntry in wm<di it 
is served (thtU, e. 3). An order will not be made under the Attendance of 
Witoeecee Act, 1854 (17 ft 18 Viet c. 84), for the attendance of witneasee Mora 
an arbitrator to tdbom an action and all matters in diilerenoe have been referred 
{SaU T. Brand (1883), 12 Q. B. D. 39, 0. A.). It seemu But in vidb a om» tbs 

ycopw cram woold be to proewe s Orown Offics wljiMa. 
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790 . Any prisoner in custody may be brought up to give 
evidence before a court of record by a writ of hdbeat corput ad 
tc»lijicatidum granted by a judge of the High Court (d), or by a 
warrant or order of a judge of the High Court (e). 

A Secretary of State may order the attendance of any prisoner at 
any place, if it is proved to his satisfaction that such attendance is 
required in the interests of justice or for the purpose of any public 
inquiry (/). 

Sub-Seot 3.— duce$ tecum* 

(i.) In General 

791 . The production at the trial of a material document which 
is in the possession of any person other than the party who desires 
its production, and which such person is not willing to produce 
voluntarily, is enforced by a subpoena duces tecum (p). 

The subpoena must specify the particular documents required, and 
if too general in language will not be enforced (h). 


(c) Writ of Subpoona Aot, 1805 (45 Goo. 3, c. 02), r. 3. Under this Act a 
reasouable and sumcient sum of money to defray the expenses of the witness 
coming and attending to give evidence, and of returning from giving such 
evident^, mtist be tendered to the witness when the euhpcena is served 

a. 4). 

(<f) R. S, 0., Am). J, Form No. 2; Graham v. Ghver (1855), 5 E. A B. 
59i ; Martden v. Overhury (1856), 18 0. B. 34. Where a person is (1) de- 
tained in a lunatic asylum {Fenmll v. Tail (1834), 1 Or. M. & E. 584), or 
( 2 ) is an officer in tho army or navy who cannot attend a trial without leave 
of his superior officers (/?. v. Ritddam (1777), 2 Oowp. 672), and an affidavit is 
made stating that such officer is willing to attend and has been served with a 
euhpema^ then a writ of habeae corpue ad testificandum may be granted by a 
judge of the High Court, and the witness may be brought to give evidence. 

(e) See Jenk$ v. DiUan (1897), 76 L. T. 591 ; Criminal Procedure Act, 1S5.*{ 
(16 A 17 Viet. c. 30), s. 9, amended by the Prison Act, 1898 (61 A 62 Viet. o.41), 
s. 15, and Sched. If the proceedings are in the county court, the county 
court judge may make an order for the attendance of the witness (County 
Courts Act, 1888 (51 A 52 Viet c. 43), s. 112, end see title County Couhts, 
Vol. VIII,, p. 530). 

(/) Piisoii Act, 1898 (61 A 62 Viet c. 41), s. 11. 

(c) The wiit is in the same form as a subpoena ad testificandum^ with the 
adoitioo of an order for the production of the document or documents speciOed. 
For forms, see R. S. C., App. J, Nos. 5, 7, 7b, 7d, 7f. The writ is served in 
the same way as a subpoena ad testificandum (see p. 578, ante). No more than 
three names are to be included in one subpoena duces femm, and the party suing 
out the writ may sue out a subp(ena for each person if it is deemed necessary or 
desirable (E. S. u., Ord. 37, r. 30). The provisions of the Attendance of Witnesses 
Act 1854 (17 A 18 Viot o, 34) (see p. 576, ante), are applicable to a subpoena 
duces tecum as well as to a subpoena ad testificandum. No affidavit or record uf 
the High Court is to he taken out of the Central Office without the order of a 
judge or master, and no SHhfMmm for the production of any such document is 
to M issued (R. B. C., Oni. 61, r. 28). A sealed packet is a document, end 
may he mdeiw to be produced by a subpoena duees tecum (if. v. Dave, [1908] 
S ^ B. 333 ; and ess Extradition Act, 1873 (36 A 37 Viet e. 60), s. 5). As to a 
Crown Offios eubpmna dum teeum^ see Crown Office Buies, 1906, App. 0, 
Now 151. 

(h) Im V. Angas (1866), Ii. B. 2 £q. 59; A,^Q. v. TFOioft (1639X 9 Sim. 526. 
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If the stihpoma is in proper form and is properly served, and the Swjt 8. 
witness receives his conduct money, he must attend at the place Attendance, 
directed with the documents specified, if he has them in his 
possession (t). If he admits that he has the specified documents witn^ in 
in his possession, he cannot insist on being first sworn (i), but poaMssionol 
must produce them without being sworn, unless he has an objection 
to produce them ; if he has any such objection, he is sworn and 
makes the objection on oath and it is for the judge who tries the 
case to decide on the validity of the objection (/). 

A witness who attends on a suhposna duces tecum may object to Objection 
produce a document on the ground that it is privileged from ^ produce, 
production (m). 

A witness cannot object to produce a document on the ground When lien 
that he has a lien on it ( 7 O 1 unless, perhaps, where the party who 
asks for the production of the document is the person against Objection, 
whom the lien is claimed ( 0 ). 

(ii.) Solicitors, 

792. A solicitor who has been served with a subpoena duces Production 
tecum in respect of a document which he holds confidentially for by ■olicltoa 
his client, and which his client could withhold, cannot be forced to 
produce it(p). 

(t) Amcy V. Long (1808), 9 East, 473. If ho does not bo attend, he is liable to 
tho same proceedings as a person whodisolieys a suhpotna ad testificandum {Hid,; 
and see p. 579, ante), 

(^*} Lee y. Angas (1866), L. E. 2 Eq. 59. It is the ordinary practice to call 
upon a witness who attends on such a subpoena to produce such dooumonts 
without his being sworn. 

(/) Ameyy, Long, euj)ra; R, v, Ortenaieay (1845), 7 Q. B. 126. If a person 
has possession of documents only as a servant, he cannot be compelled to 
produce them if his master refuses to allow him to bring them {Amtin v. Evans 
(1841), 2 Mail. & O. 430 ; Crowiher v. Appleby (1873), L. E. 9 C. F, 23 ; Re lligys^ 

Ex parte Leicester (1892), 66 L. T. 296). 

(w) A document is privileged from production on the same grounds os those 
on which a witness is privileged from giving evidence (see p. 570, ante), 

(n) lie 2'oleman ana England, Ex parte Bramble (1880^ 13 Ch. IX 885; 

Re South Essex Estuary and Redamatiofi Co,, Ex parte Paine and Layton 
(1869), 4 Ch. App. 215; Pratt v. Pratt (1882), 51 L. J. (cir.) 838; Locket v. 

Cary (1864), 3 Now Eep. 405 ; Hope v. Liddell (1855), 7 Do O. M. & 0. 3 ;i, 
whore Qrifiiih v. Ricketts (1849), 7 Haro, 299, was disapproved; Re Cameron's 
Coalbrook eU, JiaU, Co, (1857), 25 Beav. 1 ; Ley v. Barlow (1848), I Exch. 800; 

Thompson v. Mostly (1833), 5 0. & P. 501, 602; Hunter v. LeathUy (1830), 10 
B. & C, 858 ; Brassingten y, Brassington (1823), 1 Sim. 4k St 455; Furlong v. 

IJouHird (1804), 2 Sch. A Lof. 115 ; Be Ra^ Road Transit Co., [1909] 1 Ch. 96, 

09; see Bankruptcy Eules, 1886, r. 349. 

(o) Kemp V. King (1842), 2 Mood. A E. 437. But in some cases a solicitor 
hss been ordered to produce a document when the Hen is claimed against the 
party calling lor it (Fowler v. Fowler (1881), 50 L. J. (cH.) 686 ; see Locket Vr 
Cary, supra ; Vale y, Opperi (1875), 10 Ch. App. 340). 

(p) llibberd v. Knight (1846), 2 Exch. 11; Volant ▼. Scyer (1853), 13 C. B. 

231; Doe d. Egremowt (Lard) y, Langdon (1^8), 12 Q. B. 711 ; I)oe d. Carter 
V. dames (1837), 2 Mood. A E. 47 ; hitcher t. Kenrick (1824), 1 C. A P. 161 ; 

Harris v. Hill (1822), 3 Stark. 140; Nixon ▼. Mayoh (1831), 1 Mood. A E. 76. 

If the solicitor willingly produces such a document, the evidence may bo received 
[Hihberd v. Knioht, supra). A deed which a solicitor refuses to produce may yid. 

It seems, be oraered to oe produced for idsntifioatioD {Phsfps v. Frew (1854), 8 
B. AB. 430)* As to asoondaiy evidenoei when prodaotm If sefuisd, see Fkdps 

BX.*— XUL X 
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A solicitor vho has been served with a tubpoena dtiees tecum, and 
has a lion on documents, will be ordered to produce them without 
prejudice to his lien (q). 

A solicitor having a lien on documents in his possession belonging 
to a client, a party to an action, may not refuse to produce the 
documents, if they are wanted by a third party for the purpose of 
the action, although the documents may have come into the pos- 
session of the solicitor before the commencement of the action (r). 

(iii.) Prodttcium of DocumenU at proceedings other than Trial. 

793. An order may be made by the court or a judge directing the 
attendance of any person, at any stage of the proceedings in any 
cause or matter, for the purpose of producing any writings or other 
documents named in the order which the court or judge may think 
fit to be produced, but no person can be compelled to produce under 
any such order any writing or other document which he could not 
be compelled to produce at the heaving or trial (a). 


V. Preuf, supra ; Doe d. Egremont {Lord) v. Langdon (1848), 12 Q. B. 711 ; Ditcher 
V. Kenrick (1824), 1 0. & P. 161 ; Caicraft v. Quest, [1891] 1 Q, B. 759, C. A. 
As to llio production by a solicitor of a document l>olonging to a client in a 
criminal trial, boo /?. v. Tuffs (18*18), 1 Don. 819 ; /?. v. Hankins (1819), 2 Car. & 
Kir. 823 ; R, y.Aviry (1838), 8 0. & P. 696 ; It. v. Hatfward (1846), 2 Oar. & Kir. 
234 ; R, V. Jones (1846), 1 Don. 166; R. v. Brown (1862), 9 Cox, 0. 0. 281 ; R. 
▼. Downer (1880), 14 Cox, 0. 0. 486, C. 0. B. ; boo It. v. Cox and Railton (1884), 
14 Q. B. D. 163, 0. 0. R.; and p. 674, ante. 

( 7 ) Re Ilawkes, Ackerman v. Lockhart, [1898] 2 Ch. 1. Ab to solicitor’s lien, 
■00 titlo Solicitous. 

a Re Uau'kes, Ackerman v. Lockhart, supra. 

li. S. C., Onl. 37, r. 7. Tbo object of this rule is to remove the difficulties 
which exitfted in compelling production of documents at various stages of the 
proceedings both beforo and after the trial, at tho hearing of motions, petitions, 
summonsee, and examinations of witnesses and tho like. Tho rule does not 
give any new right to discover against persons not parties to tBe proceedings, 
and tho court Las no jurisdiction to order a person not a party to the pro- 
ceodingB to produce a document belonging to him, unless the parties to the 
proceedings are entitled to the production of the document at the time when 
tho order is made {Elder v. VarUr Ex parfe Slide and Spur Gold Mining Co. 
(1890), 26 Q. B. D. 194, C. A.), nor to order inspection of tho books of persons 
who are not parties to the action, or tho production of such books at tho office of 
tho solicitor of one of the parties {Siraker v. Reynolds (1889), 22 Q. B. D. 262 ; 
see QShea v. [1891] P, 286, 0. A. ; Burchard v. Mac/arlanr, Ex parte 

Tindall, [1891] 2 Q.B. 241, C. A,), The production which can bo ordered under 
this rule is not a production for tho purpose of private inspection, but must 
have some reference to a proceeding in the litigation {Re Smith, Williams v. 
Frm, [1891] 1 Ch. 323). An order under this rme is equivalent to a sulpcena 
duces tecum and has the same eKect ; tho person summoned must attend with 
the documents ipeeidod, but may, when he attends, make any lemtimate 
objection to the production of any document (ibid.). The order may be made 
ex parte (Zumhech v. Bi^ (1900), 48 W. B. 607). A person who disobeys an 
onlcr under this rule is to be deemed guilty ol contempt of court and may 
be attached (B. 8 . 0., Ord. 37, r. 8 ; Carew v. Cartw, [1891] P. 360 ; SkurroA 
T. Lillie (1888), 4 T. L. B. 356). A person required to attend under R S. 0., 
Ord. 37, r. 7, is entitled to the like conduct money and payment for expensee 
and loss of time as upon attendance at a trial in court (OnL 37, r. 9) ; a judg- 
ment debtor oidered to attend under B. 8 . C., Ord. 42 ^ r. 32, does not come 
within this rule {BtsuitH v. Orundy, [1896] 1 Q. B. 16, 0. A.) ; nor does a person 
directed to atteoa for the purpose of being examined nurmumt to the Court of 
Probate Act, 1B67 (20 A 21 YkL 0 . 77), a. 26 (/» the Geode ef WyaU. [IBOS] P. 
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794 . No person served with a mlrpccna in a civil cause is 
bound to attend the trial unless he is paid or tendered a reason- 
able sum of money for going to, staying at, ond returning from the 
place of trial, nor is ho liable to a penalty it in such circumstances 
lie refuses to attend (a). The sum must bo suiTicient for his 
subsistence during his probable stay at the place of trial {h). 

The reasonableness of the sum is a question of degree, and 
depends on the situation in life of the witness and the circumstances 
in which he may hapi>en to be placed (c). 

A professional witness served with a siihposna for the purpose of 
giving expert evidence only, and not evidence as to the facts of 
the case, is entitled to claim compensation for loss of time before 
giving his evidence (d), 

A witness may waive payment of the expenses to which ho is 
entitled, or of i)art of them, as, for example, the expenses of going 
to the place of trial ; but in the latter case he is still entitled to 
demand money for his return (<?). A witness who makes no 
complaint that the sum tendered is insufficient, but ofTers to bear 
his own expenses, has no answer to a motion for attachment if he 
refuse to attend the trial on his subpoena (/), on the ground that ho 


SaoT.S. 

Attendanca, 

Conduct 
money mnst 
be reasonable 
and sufficient. 


Waiver of 
expenses. 


Id). As to tlio costs of attendance of a witness at the trial, and also at a 
preliminary examination, sco IhUmxjm v. Oxmlwlmt 6\)., [1883] W. N. 
227. And, generally, as to stages in proceedings, boo title riuoiiCE ani> 
Proceduue. 

(a) Stat. (1503) 5 Eliz. c. 9, s. 6. By this Btatuto tho witnoas is entitled 
to bo paid, acourding to his counlonancc or calling, Buch rooBonablo sums of 
money for his co^ts and charges as having regard to tho distanco of the places 
is nccosBory to bo allowed in tliat Indudf.” The statute was nmdo perpetual by 
tho Statuto Jjaw Bevision Act, 1803 (20 <& 27 Vic^ c. 125); boo also JhwU$ t. 
«7b/inson(17G3), 1 Win. Bl. 30 ; FtiUcr v. Prentice (1788), 1 II/. Bl. 49 ; Chapman 
V. Vaynton (1741), 13 East, 10, n. ; Newton v. Ilartand (IS-IO), 1 Mon. & 0. 950 ; 
Brocas v. Lloyd (1856), 23 Bcav. 129, 

S llorvs V, Smith (1815), 6 Taunt. 9. 

Home V. Smith, supra ; Vice v. Anson (Countess) (1827), 3 C. & P. 19 (wit- 
ness served in Jjondon in August to attend trial in October, and at tho timo 
of fiorvice about to depaH for tue Coutinont, held entitlo<l to expensoB of coming 
from tho Continent tc» tho place of trial) ; Bixon v. Lee (1834), 1 Cr. H. A U. 015 
(woman with a sick infant at tho breast held entitled to exponsos of coach 
pmmoy as inside passenger). 

(d) Webh V. Page (1843), 1 Car. A Kir. 23; Clark v. (HH (1856), 1 K. A 
19 ; Re Working Men's Mutual Society (1882), 21 Ch, D. 831. An ordinary 
witness could never at common law claim com}>eiiBation for Jobs of timo ; boo 
CoUins V. Godefrou (1831), 1 B. A Ad. 950, and remarks iboroon in ChamhnUiin 
V. Stoneham (1889), 24 Q. B. D. 1 13. But tho right may be given by statuto in 
certain caaee, e.y., by the Bankruptcy HuIob, 1880, r. 71 (Chamberlain t. 
St^meham, supra). Tho two last'd ted cobob, however, wore cases of actions to 
recover foes brought subsequent to tlie prooeodiiigs in which tho ovidenoo was 
given, and it would soom that in view of the scalo of allowanoes for witnossos 
piovidod by R. S. 0., 1883, a witnoss served with a subpoena in a civil case 
mav recover from the person on whose behalf he was served, not only his 
bore expensss, but such remuneration as is provided by the scale (2 Taylor, Ism 
of Evidence, 10th ed., s. 1260)* As to questions arising on taxation as to allow* 
ances to witnesses, see titles Fbaoticb aitd PROCXBtmx ; Soucrraits* 

(s) Neeudm v. norland (1840), 1 Man. A G. 956, per TtHBALi O.7., at p. 967« 
if) Qofy. MiUs (1844), 13 L. J. (a. B.) 227. 
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SKTT. 8. 

Attendance. 

WitncM 
•ervcil by 
both parties. 


When 
conduct 
money may 
be recovers. 

Solicitor*! 
liability for 
si(>eusctf. 


Rule in 
crirniuul 

casia. 


bae not been paid expenses due to him for attendance on an earliei 
occasion (g). 

A witness served with a subpoena by both parties is entitled to 
be paid by the second party serving him all that be would be entitled 
to receive from him after exhausting what he has received from the 
other party (h), 

A party to an action who is about to attend the trial on his own 
behalf cannot claim conduct money or expenses if served with a 
subpoena by the other side (t). 

When the attendance of a witness has become unnecessary, and 
na expenses have been incurred by him under his subpoena^ the 
conduct money paid him may be recovered back as money had and 
received (k). 

A solicitor who causes a subpoena to be served is not personally 
liable to the witness for his expenses, in the absence of a contract 
express or implied (/). But the fact that a witness attends and 
gives evidence without demanding his expenses is evidence from 
which a promise may be inferred by the party for whom he appears 
to pay the expenses subsequently (m). 

796. The rule in criminal cases is different. No tender of conduct 
money or expenses (with the exceptions referred to below) is necessary 
where the subpoena is served in England (;?), whether the subpoena 
be served by the Crown or by the defence, and it is immaterial 
that the indictment has been removed by certiorari and comes to 
the assizes as a civil record (o). But by the Writ of Subpoona 
Act, 1805 (j)), which enacts that a subpoena served in any part of 
the United Kingdom in connection with a criminal prosecution 
shall be as effectual as though served in that part of the United 
Kingdom in which the witness is required to appear, the omission 
to tender a sufficient sum for his expenses justifies a witness in 


(^) (launf Y. Johnson (1848), 6 Hare, 551. 

(h) BdtfJey V, McLeod (1837), 3 Biug. {v. c.) 405; Allen v. ToxaU (1844), 
1 Oar. & Kir. 315 ; JIafe v. Bates (1858), £. B. & E. 575 (sum paid by but repaid 
to one party recoverable from the otherb 
(f) lif&l Y. Fairless (1863), 3 E. & JP. 958. If a nocosBary and material 
Yriinosa, ho may be allowed hia reoaonablo expenees on taxation aa a witnesa ; 
but not if be only attended to superintend the course of the ti^l (Howes y. 
Barber (1852), 18 Q. B. 588 ; Dowdell v. Australian Boyal Mail Co, (1854), 
3 E. A B. 902). 

(k) Martin y. Andrews (1856), 7 E. & B. 1. 

(l) llobins Y. Bridge (1837), 3 M. & W. 114. The rule with regard to expert 
witnesses is the same (Lee y. Eveiest (1857), 2 II. A N. 285). Semllr, that 
whore a solicitor is oonaucting a speculative action, a contract to make kimsoU 
ix»reonaUy liable to the witnesses might be implied; see Miller y. Appleton 
(1906), 50 Sol. Jo. 192, which, though only a county court decision, L«i, it is 
submitted, in accordance with the general piinciple. 

(m) Jldllei Y. Mears (1813), 13 Jmt, 15 ; Pell y. Dauheny (1850), 5 Each. 
955. 

(i^ IL Y. Coiike (^1824), 1 0. A P* 321 ; Jl, y. Cousens (1843), cited in Bussell 
on Crunes and Misdemeanours, 7th ed., 2258 ; Pell y. Dauheny^ supra^ per 
AJ.DKa 80 N, B., at p. 957. It is apmhended that genuine inability to obey the 
sssbpma by reason of poYerty wotud be held a sufficient excuse. 

(s) JB. Y. Cooks^ supra, 

(^} 45 000 . 8 , 0 . 92 . 
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refoBing to attend the trial (q). The Attendance of Witneaaes Aot^ Bm* 9, 
1854 (r), contains similar provisions with regard to a iuhpcena served 
in any part of the United Kingdom in connection with civil pro- • 
ceedings, hot so tar as regards the tender of expenses to witnesses, 
merely reproduces the common law (a). 

Witnesses summoned in connection with criminal proceedings 
under the Fugitive Offenders Act, IMl (t), are also entitled to be 
tendered their expenses (c). 

796. Similar provisions have been made in the case of witnesses Rnks ia 
summoned to county courts (d), courts of bankruptcy (e), courts oihsroourta 
of summary jurisdiction (/), revising barristers* courts 0/), eccle- 
siastical courts (/?), courts-martial (i), and before commissioners 
appointed to take evidence in the United Kingdom in suits ponding 

ill the United Kingdom (k), in colonial courts (/), or in foreign 
courts (m), as well as before other bodies and persons exorcising 
judicial or semi-judicial functions (w). 

Suii-Skct. 5 . — Privilege from Arreti, 

797. Witnesses (as well as the parties themselves and their Privitegsof 
solicitors) are privileged from arrest on civil (o) but not criminal 

{q) Writ of Sul)i>oona Act, 1S05 (45 Goo. 3, c. 92), sa. 3, 4. Ah to the 
allowance of witnessoH* cosU and exT>oniw*B after tiiul, in Ctiminal 

CasoH Act, 190S (,H E<lw. 7, c. 15), and title Cunni^AL Law aki> ruocEDUiiB, 

Vol. IX., pp. 445 ei $cq. 

(r) 17 & 18 Yict, c. 34. 

(a) Ibid.f 8. 4. 

{h) 44 & 45 Viet. c. GO. Soe, alfio, title ExTUADiTiON AND Fuomvs 
Offkkdeks. 

(c) Ibid., R«., 15,27. 

((i) County Courtjj Act, 1888 (51 & 52 Viet. c. 43), s. Ill ; Chamberlain v. 

Stoueham (1889), 24 Q. B. 1). 113. 

(#') Bankruptcy Act, 1883 (^0 & 47 Viet c. 62), «. 27 (2) ; Bankruptcy Itulos, 

1888, r. 71. Thin rule haa no application to the debtor himeelf {/te Bateon^ 

Ex jtarU Ilaetie (1894), 70 L. T. 382). 

(/) Summary Jurisdiction Acta, 1848 (11 & 12 Viet. c. 43), a. 7 ; 1879(42 4 43 
Viet. c. 49), 8. 30; 1881 (44 & 45 Vi< t. c. 24), s. 4 (.3). See title MAUiaTiiATBS. 

Cv) ParhamentUT and Municipal liegiatration Act, 1878 (41 4 42 Yict. c. 26), 

0 . 36. Aa to reviHion courts, aeo title Klxctions. 

(5) Bulea inado under the Clergy Discipline Act. 1892 (65 4 60 Viet, 
c. 32), 8. 9 (Slat. H. & 0., 1903, tit. EccleHiaatical Court, England, p. 106). 

2^e eithpema of the Eccleaiastical Courts was known aa a oompulaorv,*’ but the 
rules as to the tender of expenses to a witness did not differ from those of the 
common law. The practioe aa to the attendance of witnesses under the Publio 
Worship Regulation Act, 1874 (37 4 38 Viet. c. 85), is asaimilated to that of the 
High Court. For proceedings under those Acts, see title Eoclksiasiical Law, 

Vol. Xn., pp. 615 e< eeq. 

{%) See Army Act, 1881 (44 4 45 Viet. c. 68). s. 126; Naval Disdpline Act, 

1866 (29 & 30 Yict. c. 109), s. 66 ; and as to courts-martial, title Bovae Fobcou. 

(If) Evidence by Commission Act, 1843 (6 4 7 Viet. c. 82), s. 7. 

(0 Evidence by Commission Act, 1869 (22 Viet. c. 20), s. 3. 

(m) Foreign Tribunals Evidence Act, 1866 (19 4 20 Viet. o. 113), s. 4, 

(«) As, for example, in the case of inquiries under the Factory and Workshop 
Act, 1901 (1 Edw. 7, c. 22), s. 22 (4) ; before the Customs Board (Customs Con* 

■oUdation Act, 1876 (39 4 40 Viet. c. 36), s. 37) ; before inspectors of the Local 
Government Board (Poor Law Board Act, 1847 (10 4 1 1 Viet c. 109), ss. 21, 26, 

Local Government Board Act, 1871 (34 4 35 Viet. c. 70)) ; before tnspecim of 
the Board of Trade (Merchant Shipping Act, 1894 (67 4 68 Viet c. 60), a. 729) ; 
in rating coses (Poor Bate Act, 1^9 (2 4 3 Viet c. 84) ). 

(o) lU Frutm (1883), 11 Q. B. D« 546, G A., where the diiOnethm 
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BKJT. 1. process (;)), eundo, morando et redeundo — that is to say, while going 

Attendance, to, attending at, and returning from the place of trial (q). 

u « applies in all cases where a person is attending a 

o^raiT properly constituted tribunal for the purpose of giving testimony (r), 
or where he has some relation to or interest in the proceeding!^, 
either as a party, or as solicitor, or agent, or for any other reason («). 
ExcepUoni. But the rule has no application to a common informer going to lay 
a qui tarn information, or to a person going to obtain a summons, 
even though he obtains it (t). It is immaterial that the person has 
been served with no subpoena or process by which his presence might 
be compelled (a) ; but he must be acting bond fide in the capacity on 
which be bases bis claim to the privilege (6). The time over which 

is fully discussed. As to privileges of solicitors generally, see title 
Solicitors. 

{p) Re Douglas (1842), 3 Q. B, 825; Re Freston (1883), 11 Q. B. D. 645, C. A. 
(solicitor vho disobeys order of the court made against him as an oflicer of the 
court is guilty of a criminal contempt, and has no privilege) ; Kimpton v. 
London am North Western RaiL Co. (1854), 9 Exch. 766. A witness may be 
arrested by his bail, for that is a rotatog only {Ex parte Lyne (1822), 3 Stark. 
132). 

(<?) The general principle is stated by Brett, M.It., in Re Freston, sapra, at 

f i. 552; see also Liuhifoot v. Cameron (1776), 2 Wm. BL 1113 ; Meehins v. Smith 
1791), 1 Hy. Bl. 636; Willingham v. Matthews (1815), 6 Taunt. 358 ; Magnay 
V. Burt (1844), Dav. & Mer. 652 ; and, generally, the cases cited under this 
flection. 

(r) Ex parte Collett (1867), 7 E. & B. 955, per Crompton, J., at p. 969 : 
** However inferior the tribunal may be, if it be a lawful tribund, the privilege 
on principle exists." Sec, for cases of the privilege successfully claimed 
in proceooiugs before various tribunals, Arding v. Flower (1800), 8 Term Eep. 
534 ; Ex parte King (1802), 7 Ves, 312 ; Ex parte Byne (1813), 1 Vos. & B. 316; 
Willingham v. Matthews, supra; Re Sewer Krop, Ex parte Clarke (1832), 2 
Deac. A Ch. 99 (bankruptcy) ; Moore v. Booth (179*0, 3 Vefl. 350 ; Phillips 
V. Pound (1852), 7 Exch. 881 ; Re Jewitt (1864), 10 Jur. (n. s.) 814 (judge's 
chambers) ; Stagier v. Birch (1803), 9 Ves. 69; List's Com (1814), 2 Ves. A K 
373 ; Franklyn v. Colquhoun (1816), 1 Madd. 680 (masters etc. of High Court) ; 
NtwUm T. Askew (1848), 6 Hare, 319 (Chancery registrar) ; Spence v. Stuart 
(1802), 3 East, 89 ; Expnrte Temple{\SH), 2 Vee. A B. 391 ; Randall v. Qumey 
(1819), 3 B. A Aid. 252 (arbitration by order of the court) ; WM v. Taylor 
C843). 1 Dow. A L. 676 (the same under a submission agreed to be made a 
rule of court); Walter v. liees (1819), 4 Moore (a P.), 34 (under-sheiiff) ; Webb 
T. Taylor, supra; Mountagus v. Harrison (1857), 3 C. B. (n. 8.) 292 ; Re Freston, 
supra (magistrates' oourts). The privile^ with regard to militaiy and naval 
eourtfl-martial is statutory (see Army Act, 1881 (44 A 45 Viet. o. 58), 88. 125 (2), 
179; Naval Discipline Act, 1866 (29 A 30 Viet c. 109), 8. 66). 

(f) iralpoff T. Alexander 0782), 3 Doug. (K. B.) 45 ; Meekins v. Smith, supra; 
Arding v. Flower, eup^ (oankrapt attonoing, on notice, meeting to declare 
dividend) ; Ex parts Byne, supra (person attending without summons commis- 
sioneis in a bankruptcy, and nling unoontiadicted affidavit tiiat he is a material 
witneiB) ; Ms BrUten (D.), Abe parte Britten (J.) (1840), 1 Mont D. A De O. 278 

i hosbuid of petitioner in bankruptcy proteoted oeeause of his possible liihility 
or costs); PhiUtpe v. iViiiiul(IS52k 7 Exdi. 881 (solicitors* derk at judgew 
chambers). 

fl) Ex parte CMett, supra, per Laid Qampbble^ O.J., at p. 956. 

(a) Walpole r. Alerander, siipra ^tiiess coming from abroad to give evi*> 
dence); Meekim ▼. Smith, etmra; Bpenee v. Stuart, etqjta; Rishton v. Nisb^ 
(1834), 1 Mood. A E. 847 (wimeis atten^^ at revest of party to arhitrataon 
proceedings). There was at one time a difference ol opinion as to the necessity 
cl a euhpmna or ether like preoeis (see Ex parte Byne, supra, and oasse there 
eitsd, as wsSL as cases cited m Maymy v. Bari (1844), Dev. A Mier. 65^ 
m Meekims v. BmiUh^ supra; Qms v« PMO^pioe (I829)| 1 Buae A IL 19. 
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tbo privilege eitends is a question of fact and reasonableness in 
each case (e ) ; a witness is not, for example, protected as from the 
moment at which he is served with his Mubjwtna (d), bat only when 
he band fide begins his journey to the place of trial (e). His journev 
must be made without unnecessary deviations (/), unless such 
deviations are clearly connected with the object of the journey (<;)• 
So, also, the time during which the privilege will extend while he is 
actually in attendance at the place of trial will vary according to 
the circumstances of each case (A) ; and when he returns he is 
under no obligation to go homo by the shortest route, or the very 
moment that the trial is over, provided that lie acts reasonably and 
does not abuse the privilege for his own purposes (i). But tlie fact 
that he is compelled to prolong his stay for want of means to return 
is an immaterial consideration (A). 

The privilege exists in the interests of public jnstioe (I), and a 
delay on the part of the witness in asserting the privilege for the 
purpose of obtaining his discharge from custody will not, therefore, 
necessarily prejudice him (m) ; but when the delay is very long and 
unexplained, the court will possibly not exercise its discretion in 
his favour (n). 


(c) WalpoU V. Alexandn (1782), 3 Boufi:. (k. b.) 45, per Lord Maksfield, O.J,, 
at p. 46 ; Strong ?. IHckinam {183()), 1 M, & W. 488, 

Qihh$ y. PhiUipum (1820\ 1 liiiss. & M, 19. 

(e) Ibid,; ItickdU v. Gurney (1819). 7 Prico, 099; Strong v, Dickimont eupni ; 
Perm y, Perm (1856), 5 H. la. Cas. 071, 

(/) liickdU y, Gurney , eupra; Strong y, DiOcinum, $upm, 

(g) Ilieketie y. Gurney ^ $u]^a (deviation on way to place of trial to oolloct and 
arrange necessary papers). Contrast Qibhe v. PhUlijeon^ eupra, where witness 
was held to have no privilege on going to his solicitors* office throe days before 
his examination, for the purpose of looking at the interrogatories which he 
would have to answer. 

(h) Walpole V. Alexander^ eupra (witness coming from abroad, and finding cose 
poat^ned to following sittings, pririlegod from arrest while staying in London 
for case to be heard); ChildereUmy, Barrett (1809), 11 East, 439 (arrest of 
witness on day when case was not in list unjustifiable) ; Ex parte Temple (1814), 
2 Yes. B. 391 (privilego continues during adjournment) ; Spei^ v. Newton 
(1837), 6 Ad. & £l. 023 ^ut not whoro case is adjourned tine die, and witness 
stays on in the expectation that some step will be taken by the other 
•ido}. 

(fi Witlingham v. MaUhewe (1815), 6 Taimt. 350, pn eur, at p. 358; Strong 
V. Dkkinton^ eup - - . ^ - - 


Cemeron (1770), 2 


Ix>rd 'ABiKGEfi. C.B., at p. 491 ; see also LigfU/oot v. 

„ Ym. BL 1113 (arrest unjustifiM whore a party after beinw 

present at case in morning was dining in the afternoon with his solicitor and 
witnesses: ted quoere); Holiday y, Pitt (1734), 2 Stra. 985, 980; Bdby v. Hills 
(1832), 1 Dowl. 257 (arrest unjustified where witness was arrested a mtle from 
the court, and two hours after leaving it, but on his direct road home^ ; Pitt v. 
Coomet (1834), 5 B. Ad. 1078 (the same, where witness was in his tailor's 
•hop, which he had visited on his way home). But the privilege covers a wit* 
ness while retumiog home alter imprisonment lor contempt of court committed 
daring the trial (£. v« Wigley (1835^ 7 0. ft P. 4). 

(A) Spencer v. Newton, tupra, 

(0 Newton v. Constable (1841), 2 a B. 157, per Lord DxmcAjr, O.X, at 
p. 160; Magmy v. BvH (1844), Dav. ft Mer. 652; Ex parU Oobbett (1857), 7 
E. ft B. 956, per Lord Oaxfbkll, CJT., at p. 956. 

(m) Webb T. Taylcr (1843), 1 Dow. ft L. 676; Andrews v. Martm (1862), 12 
0. E (K. a) 371. 

(a) OremshiM v . PtUchard (1841), 8 IL ft W. 148 (delay of a year). 


SGOT.a 

Mtcudauoc. 


Easson for 
privilego. 
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Sect. 8. 
Attendance. 

^ppHcaUoii 
for ditcharpe 
from custodj. 


Llabllitj of 
officer 
arresting 
witness. 


Protection 
in respect 
of evidenoe 
gifcn. 


Penalties for 

non*atteDd« 

ancc. 

Punishment 
for contempt 
of court. 


A witness may obtain his discharge from custody by application 
either to the court to which he has been summoned to give evidence, 
or to the court from which the process of his arrest has issued (o), 
unless these are courts of inferior jurisdiction(p), in which case, 
as well as in any other, habeas corpus proceedings may be taken to 
obtain bis release (9). 

But a witness cannot bring any action against the ofScer who 
arrests him, even though the officer knew that the privilege 
existed (r), or against those who employed him (s), though in the 
latter case a knowledge of the privilege may possibly be evidence 
of malice, and therefore may justify an action for damages (t). 
But the court itself could treat the arrest as a contempt, as being 
a deliberate interference with the course of justice (u). 

798. A witness is also protected from civil proceedings in respect 
of the evidence which he gives, and this protection extends not only 
to evidence given in court, but to such preliminary communications 
as are necessary to enable that evidence to be given (a). 

SuB-SsoT. 6 . — Penalties for Non-attendance, 

799. By failing to attend on his Bvbpoena a witness exposes him- 
self to three kinds of penalties : punishment for contempt of court, 
a statutory penalty of J£10, and an action for damages {h). 

With regard to the punishment for contempt of court, this may 
take the form of fine or attachment (c). But the court will not 


(«) Walker v. Wehh (1797), 3 Anst. 941 ; liandall v. Oumey (1819), 3 B. & 
Aid. 252 ; Selby v. llilU (1832), 8 Bing. 166; He Sewer Krop, Kx parte Clarke 
(1832), 2 Doao. & Ch. 90; A,*Q, v. Skinners* Co, (1837), Coop. Pr. Gas. 1; 
Kimptoti V. London and North Western Hail, Co, (1854), 0 £xcb. 766. 

Soe WuUe7'8 v. Uses (1819), 4 Moore (c. P.), 34. 

(o) Ex parte Tillotson (18161, 1 Stark. 470; Towers v. Newton (1841), 1 
Q. J>. 319 ; Astlmry v. Belbin (I860), 3 Car. & Kir. 20. For cases arising in 
connection with military or naval courts-martial, see Army Act, 1881 (44 £ 45 
Viet. 0 . 58), s. 125, and Naval Discipline Act, 1866 (29 & 30 Viet. c. 109), s. 66, 
which provide that applif^tion for discharge shall bo made to the court issuing 
piooess, or, if that court is not sitting, to a judge of the High Court. 

(r) Tarlton v. Fisher (1781), 2 Doug. (k. b.) 671 ; Maynay v. Burt (1844), 
Dav. & Her. 652. 

(«) Stokes V. irAtfe (1834), 1 Cr. M. & B. 223 ; Yearsley v. Heant (1845), 14 
M. 4 W. 322 ; Eutart v. Jones (1845), 14 M. & W. 774. 

(<) TT7iaflfy v. Bepper (1836), 7 C. ft P. 506 ; but in view of the later decisions, 
such as Magnay v. Burt, supm, this seems open to question (2 Taylor, Law of 
Evidence, 10th ed., s. 1340). 

E Magnay v. Berf, supra. 

Seaman v. Netherdift (1876), 2 0. P. D. 53, 0. A ; Bynoe v. Bank of 
fid, [19021 1 £. B. 467, C. A. ; Borratt v. Kearns, [1905] 1 £. B. 504^ 
C. A. ; Watson v. M*Ewan, Watson y, Jones, [1905] A. 0. 480. 

(5) A large number of statutes give power to various tribunals and semi* 
juoioial home to inflict small fines on persons who fail to appear before them 
when snmmoned ; these will be found collected in 2 Taylor, Law of Evidence, 
10th od., Part Y., Chap, 1. 

(e) Attachment rather than committal (Bs Evans, Evans v. Noton, [1893] 
1 Gn. 252, 0. A.). For contempt of court and attachment in general, see title 
OoMlxicrT Of OotJBT sxa, VoL VIL, pp. 280, 303. For cases illustratiDff the 
genend rule with regard to witnesses, see BofI v.Booftsi (1677), Cary, 87 ; JMmem 
f.iy4taMHi(1870),8wp.Gh.36[0l3s F(aih<m|T.ZMaiiMds(1743}, 2 AIA 8^ 
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interfere unlesa a clear case of contempt is made out (d), such 
as an intentional defiance of authority (<*). Thus, it may be a 
sufficient excuse that tlie witness was ill (/) or unable to travel (p) ; 
that his employers (who were not parties to the case) refused to 
allow him to take to court a largo number of books and papers 
belonging to them (//) ; that he had hond^fiiUmd reasonable grounds 
for thinking that his attendance would not be required (t) ; or that 
a proper sum was not tendered to him for his expenses (k). But 
the most stringent orders of an employer not to leave business are 
no excuse (0 ; neither is the fact that the case was not called 
on(w), nor that he would have been in time if the case hod not 
unexpectedly been called on («), nor that his evidence was not 
material (o). 

A motion for attachment in such case must be made at the earliest 
opportunity (p), and the affidavit in support must prove that the 
original writ was shown to the witness at the time of service (q), 


Bitmnv V. Humi^hrnfi (1820), 3 B. & Aid. 698: MullHt v. Hunt (1S33), I Cr. d: 
M. 752 ; Ooffy, MilU (1844). 13 L. J. (q. D.) 227. 

(fi) Hortte V. Smith (1815), C Taunt. 9 ; (Jardm y. CrnweU (1837), 2 M. W. 
819. 

(f) R, y. Jlasiell (Lord John)t R. v. Fax Afaule (1839), 7 Dowl. 693 ; C/iapmnn 
v. Davis (1841), 1 I)owl. (N. s.) 239 ; (iUndinning v. ThofMLS (1862), 6 L. T. 251 
(f^ure to hear call) ; Frthrrwood v. Wilkinson (1856), 17 0. B. 220 (failure of 
wife to hand husband notice rc^piiring his attendance on following day ; but 
(BOO 7?. V. Dayf, [1908] 2 K. B. 333. 

(/) Re Jdcohs (1835), 1 Ilnr. & W, 123 SchoUs y, Hilton (1842). 10 M. & W. 16. 

\g) Mart v. iroreAutn (1680), Cary, 142 ; compare Humble y, Afaf6e(l569), Gary, 
68 (witness improssod as a soldier). 

(h) Oroudher v. A (1873), Ii, B. 9 C. P. 23. In ordinary circumstanoes a 
witness must bring the documents specified in the Bubpaena duces Uscum, even 
though not bound to produce them {R. v. Carey (1845), 2 New Sees. Gas. 105). 

(i) R. ▼. Sloman (1832), I Dowl. 618; compare Farrah v. Keat (1838), 6 
Bowl. 470 (case called ou whilst witness absent with attorney's consent) ; and 
see Rland/ord v. Ih TasUt (1814), 6 Taunt. 200 (witness subpcnnaetl without 
notice as to when case would come on, and leaving on third day of his attend- 
ance on urgent business); Vamjhton v. Brine (1841), 9 Bowl 179 (defendant*! 
attorney subixnnaod for a particular day, and case postponed at defendant*! 


1 


uest). 


k) As to conduct money and expenses ; see p, 683, anlr. 

l) Ooffy. MiUs, supra (even though there is no powibility of oommunicAting 
with the employer after the subpoena is served). This case is not inoonsistetil 
with Crowther v. Appleby, supra, which oonoemed a subpoena ducu team; see 
also Jackson v. Seager (1844), 2 Bow. & L. 13. 

'm) Barrow ▼. Humphreys, supra, 

;«) R, V. Fmn (1834). 3 Bowl. 646. 

o) See Chapman v. Davit, supra ; unloss, it would seem, the judge*! notes 
make it clear that in fact the witnese*! evidence would have been wholly 
immaterial (Dkas v. Lawson (1835), 1 Cr. M. d: B. 934). The earlier oases, 
however (7*awfor v. (1831), 2 B. & Ad. 816; TtnZw v. Porter {1S37)» 

6 Bowl. 744;, seem inconsistent with the law as sUted in the text; p^haps 
the fact that the evidence would have been immaterial only the questioti 
as to whether the contempt was intentional (2 Taylor, Law of Evidenoe, fothed., 
s. 1207). 

(p) B. V. Streich (1836), 3 Ad. & £1. 603. 

iq) Thorpe v. Gisboume (1826), 11 Moore (c. F.), 66 ; Barnet v. WiUiame (1832% 
1 Bowl. 616; Jacob v. Hungaie {IBM), 1 Mood. A xL 446; Garden y, Orttweu^ 
supra; FUcher v. King (1846), 2 Bow. A L. 766; MarthaU T. Fork, NsweasUa 
tout Berwick BaA Co, (1851), 11 0. B. 398. 
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tod that hia proper expenses were tendered to himM. i . • 

bi' 

A witness summoned to give evidence in an inferior court can 
only be attached for failure to attend where the $uhpma issued 
Itom the Crown Office (a). 


800. With regard to the statutory penalty, a witness becomes 
liable, in the event of non-attendance (i), to forfeit £10 and pay 
such further recompense lo the person at whose instance the 
tuhpoiiia was served as the judge shall award (c); but this recom- 
pense must be assessed by the court out of which process issues, and 
not by the judge or jury at nisi })riu8 (d). 

A more effectual remedy is by an action for damages against 
the witness, in which proof of actual damage caused by the 
witness's non-attendance must be given (c), and though it must be 
alleged that the defendant was a material witness in the ca8e(/)t 
and that he could and might have appeared {g\ yet an averment 
that the plaintiff had a good cause of action (/t), or that the absence 
of the defendant was the sole cause of the loss of the 8ait(0> is 
unnecessary. The action will lie even though the plaintiff himself 
withdrew the record at the trial, if he did so because of the absence 
of the defendant as a witness (k). 


Sect. 4. — Oath and Affirmation. 

601. Subject to the exceptions referred to below, no evidence is 
receivable in any kind of legal proceedings except such as is given 


S3: 


I As to conduct money and expenses, see p. 583, ante, 

Dixm V. Lee (1834), 3 Dowl. 259; JL v. Fenn (1834), 8 Dowl. 546; 
LdrjMui V. Crook (1840), 0 M, & W. 615 ; Ooff y. MilU (1844), 13 L. J. (q. b.) 
227. These coses are inconsistent with the earlier case of Makolm v. Ray 
(1819), 3 Moore (o. P.), 222 ; compare R, v. Stretch (1835), 3 Ad. & Kl, 503. 

(a) R, V. Ring (1800). 8 Terra lien. 585 ; R, y. Room (1831), 3 Ney. & M. 
(K. B.) 725 (quarter sessions) ; R. y. Brownell (1834), 1 Ad. & Kl. 598 ; R. y. 
Ortmaway (1845), 7 Q. B. 126 (justices) ; R, y. Vickery (1848), 12 Q. B. 478 ; 
compare R. y. Clement (1821), 4 B. & Aid. 218. 

(5) Stat. (1563) 5 Elis. c. 9. The statute was made perpetual by tbe Statute 
T«aw Eeyision Act, 1863 (26 & 27 Viet. c. 125). As to county courts, see title 
CouKTY Courts, Vol. VIII., p. 530. 

(c) Stat (1563) 5 Elis. o. 9, s. 62. 

(a) Peareon y. lies (1781), 2 Doug. (s. B.) 650. This procedure hae 
accordingly fallen into disuse. 

(«) Couling y. Coxe (1848), 0 Dow. A L. 899, 

(/)Maiterman y. Judton (1832), 8 Bing. 224. Materiality on a single issue 
is sumdent {Coulmg y Coxe, Mipra), for the plaintiff may haye lost his costs of 
that issue, 

(y) Mauneetl y. Aintworih (1840), 8 Dowl. 869. It is not necessary to ayer 
that the original eubpana was shown to the witness (hfuReii y. Hunt (1833), 
1 Cr. M. 763), or that he was called on his eubpetna at the trial, if he was n^ 
in fact preeent (Lamtmi y. Crook (1840), 6 M. 4t W. 616). An action wiU also 
lie whSru the witness had contracted to appear, though uot served with a 
mihma {Toatmem y. Dempo^ (I860}, 7 C. B. (n. 8.) 628). 

(A) Matkrmam r. Judton^ ouprtu 

(0 Book y. LemU (1839), 6 M. A W. 678. 

h) MwikU y, i/aaf* si^ra; and M Hmikamr. From (1846), 14 L. J. (a p.) 



Part V.— Witkessss. 


091 


apon oath or affirmation (/)• At eommon law the form of the oath 
is immaterial provided that it is binding on the witness’s eon* 
science (m), whether he be of Christian religion or not (n). 

802 . By the Oaths Act, 1909 (o), any oath may be adminis* 
iered and taken in the form and manner following : — The person 
taking the oath shall hold the New Testament, or in the case of 
a Jew, the Old Testament, in his uplifted hand, and shall say 
or rei^t after the officer administenng the oath the words 
swear by Almighty God that . . . followed by the words of the 
oath prescribed bjr law, and the officer must, unless the witness 
object or is physically incapable of so taking it, administer the 
oath in that form and manner without question, provided that 
to a witness who is neither a Christian nor a Jew the oath is 
to be administered in any manner which was lawful prior to the 
passing of the Act (o). 

The fact that a witness has been sworn in a manner contrary to 
the custom of his religion is no ground for a new trial ; the witness, 
if he has sworn falsely, may be convicted of perjury (p). 

803 . A witness may object to be sworn on the ground that he has 
no religious belief, or that the taking of an oath is contrary to 
his religious belief, and may then be pormittod to make a solemn 
declaration in lieu of an oath, which shall have the same force and 
effect in law as though the oath had boon taken in the ordinary 
form (q). It is for the court to decide by questioning the witness 
whether he is entitled to take advantage of this provision (r), but 
where the witness has taken the oath without objection the fact 


(/) See It. V. Drazitr (1779), 1 I^each, 109; A.-O. v. Bradlaugh (1885), U 
a B. D. 667, C. A. 

(m) Omychund v. Barker (1744), 1 Atk. 21 ; Aieheem v. Everitt (1776), 1 Cowp. 
382 ; Edmonde v. Howe (1824), liy. tk. Ikl. 77 ; Ma*Un v. Cata\ach (1861), 7 II. A N. 
360; A.-’Q. v. Bradhugh, supra; see aUo 1 & 2 Viet. c. 105, «. 1. There is 
Doprescribod form of oath, but ibo u«ual form for ChnHtions i» im folio we : 
**Tbo ovidunce which you ehuU give botwooa the partioe [or lH>twoou our 
Sovereign Lord the King and the prisoner at the bar (felonii^a). or between 
our ^voroign Lord the King and the defendant (mitidoinoanourB) J ehnll Im the 
truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you Goo/’ (he witnose 
holding the Gospels^ or the whole of the Now Tetitamcnt, in hie naked hand. 
For vaiiationB ox this method of swearing, which have been held good, seo (Jfoli 
▼. DuUon (1657), 2 Sid. 6, cited Willes, 553 ; U. v. Love (1651), 5 State Tr. 43, 
113. As to peiwoDS empowered to administer oaths, see Kvidence Act, 1851 
(14 4t 15 Viet. c. 99), s. 10 ) ; Bankruptcy Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Viet. c. 52), 
Sched. n., r. 26 ; E. 8. C., Ord. 37, r. 19 ; Ord. 55, rr. 16, 17 ; Ord. 61, r, 5; 
Old. 65, r. 27 ; 2 Taylor, Law of Evidence, 10th o^, s. 1386. 

(a) Omychund v. Barker^ suprot the witness saying “ I do swear by Almighty 
God etc.” ; see i7. y. Morgan (1764). 1 Leach, 54 (Mohammedan); It. y. (Juham 
in9h)t 1 Esp. 285 (oonyerted Jew) ; B. y. Entrefunan (1842), Cor. A M. 248 
(Chinaman). 

‘ 9 Bdw. 7, c. 39. 

Sells y. JJoare (1822), 3 Bred. A Bing. 232. 

Oaths Act, 18^ (51 A 52 Viet c. 46), a 1. Prior to the Oaths Act, 1888, 
it was a rule of the common law that persons of no religious belief wsiw 
inoompetent as witnessss, being incapiihle of acknowledging the origination ol 
en oatL See Maden y. OUanach, supra; A.-Q. v. Brsdlaugh, supra; Mask v, 
AU Khan ( 1892 ), 8 T. L. B. 444, C. A. 

(r) E. y. Mom (1892), 81 h. J« (it. C.) 80, 0. C. E, 
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Sotoinn 
deelamtioa 
in lien 
of oath. 



693 


Evidencx. 


Sect. 4. 
Oath and 
AfflnnoUoB. 

O&ih in 

BcoUiih 

manner. 

Affirmation 

of Qttakete 

and 

Morafiant. 

Statutory 

declarations. 


When judge 
or juror 
must be 
sworn. 
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that be bad at the time no religious belief is not to affect its validity 
in any way (a). 

A witness may, at his own desire, be sworn in the Scottish 
manner with uplifted hand, instead of in the ordinary form (b), 

A special form of affirmation has long been permitted to members 
of the religious bodies of Quakers and Moravians (c), and even to 
persons who have ceased to belong to these bodies, but retain their 
views as to the unlawfulness of oaths (d). 

With regard to certain oaths required to be taken out of court 
and such voluntary declarations as may be required in confirmation 
of written instruments, proofs of debts, or other matters, all persons 
raay, by the Statutory Declarations Act, 1835 {e), make a solemn 
declaration in place of an oath (/). 

804. A juryman (g) or a judge (at any rate if he is not the sole 
judge trying the case (/O), must be sworn before he can give evidence 
of any matter which is within his knowledge ; and the rule is said 
to extend to the Sovereign himself (i). 

805. A barrister is permitted to make a statement from the 
bar without being sworn on any matter within his knowledge in 


(а) Oaths Act, 1888 (61 & 52 Vict. c. 4C). s. 3. 

(б) Ibid,, 8 . 5 ; and see Ilahey v. Birch (1908), 72 J. P. 106. This Act obviates 
the necessity of a corporal oath which is an oath ratified by corporally touching 
a sarred object. The form of Scottish oath is as follows : “ I swear by Almighty 
God as I shall answer to Owl at the great Day of Judgment that etc.'* (see 
circular of the Homo Secretary, May 3l8t, 1893). For earlier cases of Scottish 
oaths, see //, v. Mildronf (1786), 1 teach, 412; Jt. v. Walker (1788), 1 Leach, 
498 ; Mm v. Ileid (1790), Ideate, 33 [23]. 

(c) Quakers and Moravians Act, 1833 (3 A 4 Will. 4, c. 49). The form is : 
•* I, A. B., boing one of the people called Quakers (or one of the persuasion of 
the people called Quakers, or of the United Brotliren called Moravians), do 
solemnly, sincerely and truly declare and affirm that etc.** (s. 1). 

((/) Quakers and Moravians Act, 1838 (I & 2 Vict. c. 77) ; this Act was passed 
in consequence of the decision in A. v. Doran (1838), 2 Mood. C. C. 37. 
The form is ; ** I, A, B., having been one of the people called Quakers, and 
entertaining conscientious objections to the taking of an oath, do solemnly 
etc.’* 




. 6 A 6 Will. 4, c. 62. 

[/) Ibid»t 88. 4, 18, 20. The form is: ** I, A. B. of . . . do solemnly and 
sincerely affirm etc.,*' and the form in lieu of jurat is affirmed at . . . this . . . 
day of . . . before me. . . .** 

(g) IL v. Bower (1836), 7 C. A P. 648; Manley v. Shaw (1840), Car. A M. 
961. 

(A) A. V. Anderum (1680), 7 State Tr, 811 ; JIurvur$had v, Sheo Dml (1876), 
L. R. 3 Ind. App. 269. \ y. 

(i) See Ahignyt v. Clifton (1611). Hob. 213, where a certificate of the 
Sovereign woe received in place of an affidavit; it may bo doubted whether 
this would be followed at tho present day. There is no process known to the 
law by which the Sovereign could be summoned as a witness il he did not 
chooee to come. For a case concerning the evidence not on oath of the Lord 
Lieutenant of Ireland, in Ireland, see Birth v. SomervilU (1852). 2 L C. L, B, 
243. Though a peer when sitting in the House of Lords on the trial of a fellow 
peer for felony mves his verdict upon his honour, not upon oath, yet in an 
ordinary court he stands on the same footing as any other of t^ King's 
eabject efifeini (Sir T.) ▼. &owiom (Lordf) (1711), I F. Wms. 146); see a&o 
tiUe OoimnmioKAL Law, YqL YI*, p. 378. 
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connection with the ease, as, for example, when a question o! his 
authority to enter into a compromise has arisen (A*)* 

Sect. 5. — Ordering out of Court 

806. At any time during the course of a trial, and on the 
application of either party (/), the judge may order witnesses in 
the case to leave the court(m). The power of doing so is discretionary 
in the judge, and is not a matter of right so far as the parties are 
concerned («) ; and an application, for example, to order a witness 
out of court during the reading of an affidavit, wliich ho has already 
seen, will not he granted (o). 

There is some little doubt ns to whether this power extends to 
the exclusion of parties in the case themselves (p), but the better 
opinion would seem to be that, though parties may now give 
evidence on their own behalf, a judge, while ho may have the power, 
would only he justified in excluding them in exceptional circum* 
stances (n). In criminal trials, however, a prosecutor is entitled to 
remain in court only in bis capacity as prosecutor, and if be is a 
witness also he may bo ordered to retire (6). 

A solicitor in the case, though a witness, is usually permitted 
to remain if his presence is necessary for the purpose of instructing 
counsel or the liko(r); and it is the usual practice for witnesses 
who are called to give expert evidence, and not to speak to 
facts only, to he allowed to remain even though other witnesses 
are excluded (d). 

Refusal to leave the court when ordered is a contempt of court and 
punishahlo accordingly (f), hut the witness is not thereby rendered 
incompetent, though the judge may direct the jury that the weight 


(k) Soo title Bauristeiis, Vul. 11. , p. 300. 

(/) Southei/ V. Niiah (IH 37 ), 7 0 . & 1 *. 032 . 

(m) So also an oxuminor {fie Western of Canada (Hl^ Lands and Works Co, 
(1877), 6 Ch. D. 109) ; see p. 017, post 

(fi) 71. V. Murphj (18 i7). 8 C. & P. 297. 307 ; SrI/e v. Isaaeson (ISiH), 1 F. A P. 
194. SoiUhey v. Sa»h, sapra^ can no longer be regarded aa correctly fUting 
the law on this |)oint. 

(o) Pennirmn v. IlilU Udl v. Peuniinan (187G), 24 W. U. 245. A» to excluifion 
by an arbitrator, boo He Uai<jKs Estate ^ Ilaujh v. JJai^fh (1802), 31 L. J. (cil.) 
420. 


Charnock v. Dewings (1853), 3 Car. ft Kir. 378 ; Outram r. Outranit [1877] 


75. 

(a) See 2 Taylor, Law of Evidence, 10th od., s. 1400, where it i« alao pointed 
out that under 11. S. 0., Ord. 37, r. 1 1 , a commiHaionor or iipocial exawbor must 
permit parties to be present through the examination, even though they are 
themselves witnesses ; see also Eel/e v. Jsaacnon, supra. As to examination by 
a (x>mmi88ioner or a special exammer, see p. 609, post. 

(5) It. V. Newman (1852), Car. ft Kir. 252. 

(c) Ptmeroy v. BaddeUu (1820), By. ft 2d. 430; Everett e, Lowdham (1831), 
5 0. ft P. 91 ; Be Aughtie, Ee parte Dugard (1835), 4 Deac. ft Ch. 524 (petit^er 
in ^nkruptcy, who was also assignee, allowed to remain as being in pontion 
of solicitor in cause, and bis presence likely to be noooasary for proper 
conduct of case). 

(d) Rontcoe, Criminal Evidence, 13th ed., 1 14 ; 2 Taylor, Iaw of Evidence, lOth 

ed.,s. 1400. , _ . 

(«) CAamOer r. Eanie (1842), 2 Mood, ft B. 423; Cobbett v. Pudem (1852), t 

EftB.n. 
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to be attached to his evidence is diminished (/)• The rule formerly 
was that it was in the discretion of the judge whether his evidence 
was admitted or not(g)f while in revenue cases in the Exchequer it 
was wholly rejected Qi) ; but though there are no recent decisions 
on the latter point, it is probable that at the present time the 
practice in revenue cases would be assimilated to that in ordinary 
trials (0* 

Whenever it is reasonably clear that justice cannot be done 
unless a case is heard in private, the court, by reason of its 
inherent jurisdiction, has power to order that it be heard in 
camcrd (fc). 

Sect. 6. — Examination in Chief, Cross-examination, and Re- 
examination. 

Sub-Sect. 1 . — Leading Questions. 

807 . A witness is examined in chief by or on behalf of the party 
for whom ho is called to give evidence (1). 

Leading questions, that is to say, questions which by their 
form suggest the answer which it is desired that the witness 
shall give (m), are not permissible in an examination in chief (?0. 
A question couched in an alternative form is not necessarily 
a leading question (o), and the rule has always been relaxed 
where evidence is being given of facts about which no dispute 
can possibly arise, or which are merely formal and in the 
nature of an introduction to the rest of the evidence which the 
witness proposes to give ; such, for example, as his name, address, 
and calling (p). So, too, a witness's mind may bo directed 
to a particular topic on which it is desired to examine him by a 
preliminary loading question {q), the limit of this indulgence 


(/) T. Nethcrcote (1835). C C. & T. 741 ; Chai^dlcr v. Horne 
(1842), 2 Mood. & K, 423, 

(g) rarkery. ArWillum (1830), C Bing. 683; Beamon v. EVics (1831), 4 C. 
& 1*. fi85 ; Thmias v. David (1836). 7 C. & P. 350. In R. v. Colley and Sweet 
(1829), Mood. & M. 329, it was said to depend on circumstances.’* 

(A) A.-Q. V. RulitH (1821), 9 Price, 4 ; rarker v. M' William, supra; Thomas 
y. Davitl, mvra. 

(0 Soo 2 Taj’lor, Tjaw of Evidence. 10th ed., s. 1401. 

(k) D, V, A, D. V. A and O., [1903] P. 144; Mellor y. Thompson (1885), 31 
Ch. D. 65, C. A. ; Malan v. Young (1889), 6 T. L. B. 38 ; Yearly Practice of 
the Supremo Court, 1911, Vol. I., p. 462 ; see title Pbactice and Pbocedubk. 

(0 ^ P* 900, post, as to impoa^iug credit of witness, and occasions when 
it 18 permitted to a party to oross-examiuo his own witness. 

(m) Nicholls y. linoding and Kemp (1815), 1 Stark. 81. 

(n) Ibid . ; Lincoln v. UWy/if (1859), 28 L. J. (cii.) 705, C. A. ; Gregory y. 
Marychurth (1850), 19 L. J. (cH.) 289. 

fo) Rowe y. Brmton (1828), 3 Man. (k By. (K. B.) 133, 212. 

\p) NichoUs y. Dowaing and Kemp, supra. 

(^) Courteen t. T<iw«e (1807), I Camp. 43; Acerro v. Peinmi (1815), 1 Stark, 
lOU ; Edmcmdi v. (1820), 3 Stark . 7. So, also, a witness's attention may 

be directed to an individual m court lor the purpose of identifying him {R. v. 
WaUm (1817), 2 Start:. 110, 128; R. v. (1814), 3 M. & 8. 67, cited 2 

Stark. 1^, n. A witneai celled to explain ancient roooxda may be asked to 
utr.tc the result of his examination of them, and may then be meas-examined 
on them in detail (Rowe y. Rrentm, suira). Am to proving a custom, aoe Oitfiii 
V. Jkak (mi), 13 W. R 230. 
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being a matter of discretion for the judge (r). But even if the 
question is one which contravenes the rules of evidence the 
nituess is bound to answer, unless objection is taken to its 
admissibility («). 

A witness may, in general, give evidence only on matters of fact, 
and not on matters of his opinion or belief ((). 

Sub-Sect. 2. — Ite/reahing Memory. 

808 . A witness is permitted to refresh his memory (a) in the 
course of his evidence by reference to documents or memoranda. 
By doing so he does not make them evidence (h) ; and it is, indeed, 
immaterial that they would not in fact be admissible in evidence if 
tendered as such (c). 

But the document or memorandum must have been made by 
the witness contemporaneously with the facts about which ho 
is testifying, or shortly afterwards, while the facts wore still 
fresh in his memory (d), or, if not made by him personally, 
must have been made in his presence or assented to or checked 
by him (c). 


(r) Sco Bastin v. Carew (1824), Ry. & M. 12Y. 

h) Ex parte Fernandez (1861), 10 0. B. (n. S.) 3. 

\i) Soe p. 479, anie^ and p. 607, imi, as to ovidonco of opinion and export 
evidonco. 

(o) But from early times ho has never boon porinittod to givo tho whole of 
his evidonce from writing [Anon, (IToo), Amb. 252). 

[h) Kensington v. Inglis (^1807), 8 I'kst, 273, 280 ; Alcock v. Rwjal Exchange 
Assurance Co, (1849), 13 Q. B. 292 ; Vagne v. Jbhoison (1858), 27 It. J. (EX.) 3*11. 
A deposition taken before justicos must bo put in ovidcuco if it is sought 
to contradict a witness for the prosecution by rcff*ronco to it at tho trial on 
behalf of tho prisoner (ff. v. FiJtd (18ol), 5 Cox, C. C. 184, 0. 0. K.) ; secus^ if it is 
used to refresh the memory of a witness on behalf of tho prosocution [U. v. 
Williams (1853), 6 Cox, 0. C. 343). 

(c) E,g,,an unstampod receipt [Jacoh v. Limlsay (1801), 1 Jilast, 400; (hit 
V. Howard (1820), 3 Stork. 3; Maugham v. Hubbard (1828), 8 B. & C. 14 ; 
compare Dolton (Lord) v. Tomlin (183G), 5 Ad. & EL 856 (lease not complying 
with Statute of Frauds) ), 

(d) See Kingston's [Duchess) Case (1776), 20 State Tr. 537; 2 Smith, L. 0., 
11th cd., 731 ; Kensington v. Inglis, supra; Jones v. Hlroud (1825), 2 C. & P. 
196; HiU V. Bamj (1842), 7 Jur. 10; and compare Whitfield y. Aland (1849), 
2 Cor. A Kir. lOio. Where a witness has taken notes of a convemalion it 
is not necessary that they should bo a verhuiim report, provided they 
substantially reproduce what was said [H, v. 0* Connell (l844), Armstrong it 
Trevor, 163). 

(e) Hiscox V. Butchellor (1867), 15 L. T, 543; Uamlmi T. Cohm (1802), 4 Esp, 

213 (receipt which witness saw given when money was paid); Burrough t. 
Martin (1809), 2 Camp. 112 (log book examined by witness from time to time 
shortly after events therein recorded) ; noo also Anderson v. WhaUey (1852), 3 
Car. A Kir. 64; Burton v, Plummer 2 Ad. A EL 341 (entries copied 

daily from waste-lK>ok to lodger and checked by witness) ; BMm [[*mrd) 
Tomlin^ supra (document assented to in witness’s prosenoe); Smith v. Morgam 
(1839), 2 Mood. & U. 257 (deposition mgned by witness sltpr examinaiioa 
ny commissioner of l^mkruptcy), following Vaughan v. Martin (1796), 1 Eipw 
440; soe also Wood v. Cocmer (1845), 1 Oar. & Kir. 645); Dyer v. Best (1866;, 
4 IJL A 0. 189 (witness who had read in newspaper shortly afterwards report 
of pix>ceeding8 at which be had been present ^wed to refer to newspaper 
to xelresih his memoiy as to date of prooeedii^ps); v* MuIUts 
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Docamento made with a view to subsequently giving testimony 
therefrom cannot be referred to (/). 

Documents may be read over to a witness who bos become blind 
to refresh his memory (</). 

It is apprehended that copies of documents may not be used to 
refresh the memory unless the original be lost or destroyed, or 
cannot for some sufficient reason be produced (/i), and it is in every 
case necessary that the witness should be able to swear positively 
to the accuracy of the copy (i). 

It is not, however, necessary that the witness should have any 
independent recollection of the facts to which he testifies and of 
which he seeks to refresh his memory, apart from the document to 
which he refers (fc). 

809 . The document from which memory is refreshed must be 
produced at the trial in every case in which the witness has no 
independent recollection of the facts (/), and it is customary (though 
not necessary) to produce it in all cases, in order that the witness 
may be cross-examined upon it, if thought desirable, by the other 
party (m)> '^ho may not, however, look at those parts of the 
document which have not been used by the witness for the purpose 


8 Cox, 0. 0. 526 (reports dictated by witness and afterwards road over and 
signed by him); li. v. (1876), 2 Q. B. D. 296, 0. C. B. (time-sheot 

used every week by witness in paying wages) ; It, v. Drxier, Ijaidler v. CvaU$ 
(1899), 19 Cox, C. C, 361 (transcript of shorthand notes made by clerk and 
afterwards read over to witness). A witness may not refresh hb memory by 
roferring to proceedings in another court {llalliday v. Jlolyate (1867), 17 L. T. 
18). In Lawea v. yfeea (1835), 2 Ijow. C. C. 152, a witness was allowed to refresh 
his memory from notes maae by counsel on his brief ; aed quaere. 

(/) Awm, (1753), cited by Lord Kenyon, C.J., in Doc a. Churchy, Perkim 
fnUO), 3TennBop. 749, 762; Jouca v. titroud (1826), 2 0. & P. 196; Slein- 
ktller y, Ntwton (1838), 9 C. & P. 313 ; lie Sanders, Ex jiarie Wagaiaff, Saver v. 
nay«fa/(1844), 13 L. J. (cii.) 161. 

Cati y, JIaward (1820), 3 Stark. 3. 

(A) See Durtm y, Plummer (1834), 2 Ad. & El. 341 ; compare Jb/ic# v. Stroud, 
§upra (copy made six montns after original not permitted to be used, 
though original illegible). See also Home v. MacKenzie (1839), 6 Cl. & Fin. 
628, II. li. (i-eport of surveyor compiled from onginal notes) ; Tovhamy, APOregar 
(1844), 1 Car. & Kir. 320 (extract from newspaper, original MS. being lost). 
Tanner y, Taylor (I75(y, cited by BcriXER, J., in Doe d. Church y, Perkins, aujrra, 
at p. 754 (and see 1 Lew. C. C. 101), can scarcely stand in face of the later 
decisions. 

(i) See Talh(d de Malahide (Lord) y. Cttaaek (1861), 17 I. C. L. B. 213 ; and 
compare De d. Church y, Perkins, aw/wa ; It, v. St, Marfin*a, Ijeireater (Inhabit 
ianta) (1834), 2 Ad. & EL 210, 215; Patch v. Jonra (1848), 5 C. B. 696 ; Alcock 
y, Itinjid Exchange Aaeurante Co, (1819), 13 Q. B. 292. 

(k) Haig v. Eewton (1817), 6 South Carolina Reports, 423 ; if. v. 51 Martin's, 
Leicester {inhabiianU), eitpra; Ttqtham v. APGregor, supra. In Dupuy v. 
Trueman (1843), 2 x . AC. Ch. Cos. 841, and Caior v. Croydon Canal Co, 
(1841), 4 Y. & C. (EX.) 405, affirmed (1843). 13 L. J. (cu.) 89, the witnesa 
was not permitted to state his belief that certain transactions (of which he had 
no other knowledge) took place, by reason of the presence of entries in account 
books, but it seems doubtful whether in any oaae he could have spoken to the 
transactions of his own knowledge. 

(l) Ilmoard y, Carsfidd (1836), 6 BowL 417 ; Beech y, Jemee, eupra, 

(m) KmeingUm y. JngUs (1807), 8 Bast, 273 ; Sinclair v. Stevenson (1824), 

IC14P,882; (1826), 2 0. 4 P. 325; Bsaion y. Plammet 
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of assistmg his memory (n). If, in fact, the other party go further, 
and cross-examine on other parts of the document, he makes it 
evidence in the caBe(o), but otherwise he does not(p). But he 
may not see the document at all, where the witness is in fact 
unable to refresh his memory even with its assistance, or where it 
is used only for the purpose of enabling a witness to identify hand- 
writing (g), except for purposes of subsequent recognition or 
re-examination as to the handwriting (r), and therefore, if he does 
more, he makes it his own evidence (s). 

Sub-Sect. 3. — CroBs-^txamination, 

810 . The cross-examination of a witness (unless postponed by 
leave of the judge) follows immediately upon the examination in 
chief (t), and evidence in chief is of little or no value until sifted by 
the process of cross-examination (a). A witness, once sworn (/>) in 
a proceeding in the High Court, is liable to be cross-examined, even 
thou;;h he has not given evidence or been asked any questions in 
chief (c), unless he has been called by mistake and not examined in 
consequence of the mistake being discovered (^). 

Where, however, a witness is with the consent of the parlies (e) 
called and examined by the judge, and not by either of the parties, 
he cannot be cross-examined save at the judge’s discretion (/); and 


(1834), 2 Ad. & El. 341; Dupuy v. Trueman (1843), 2 Y. & 0. Cli. Cas. 
341. 

(n) Burgees v. Bennett (1872), 20 W. R. 720. 

(o) Gregory v. Tavemor (1833), G 0. & P. 280; Stevens v. Foster (1833), 
6 0. & P. 289 ; Calvert v. Flower (1836), 7 C. & P. 386. 

(/)) R, V. Ramsden (1827), 2 0. & P. 603; Payne v. Ihhotson (1858), 27 L. J. 
(ex.) 341. 

(7) Sinclair v. Stevenson (1824), 1 C. & P. 682 ; Russell v. Rider (1834), 0 
C. & P. 410. 

(r) JJvlfand v. Reeves (1835), 7 C. & P. 36 ; R, v. Dnncomhe (1838), 8 C. & P« 
369; Peck v. Peck (1870), 21 L. T. 670. 

(«) Palmer v. Madear (1858), 1 Sw. & Tr. 149. 

(0 Beatagh v. Beatagh (1824), Ilog, 98. As to cross-examination of a witness 
by the party calling him, see p. 600, post, 

(a) See Allen v. Allen, [1894] P. 248, 253, C. A. 

(b) Davis V. Dale (1830), 4 0. & P. 335; Summers v. Mosdey (1834), 3 L, J. 
(ex.) 128 (witness only called to produce docuniont on subpwna duces tecum) ; 
IWry V. Gibson (1834), 1 Ad. A El. 48 ; Griffith v. Lundl, Griffith v. Bkketts 
(1849), 19 L. J. (cn.) 399. So. too, in the High Court, a witnesH who has mailo 
an afhdavit whl<m has been filed as evidence may bo cross-examined, though it 
be subsequently withdrawn (Re Quartz Hill etc. Co., Ax j*arte Young (1882), 21 
Ch. D. 642, 0. A., following Clarke v. Law (1855), 2 K. & J. 28) ; hut not so in 
the Court of Bankruptcy {Re Ottaway, Ex parte Child (1882), 20 Ch. D. 126, 

(<•) Phillips V. Middlesex Sheriff (1795), 1 Esp. 355; Reed ▼. James (1815), 1 
8Urk. 132; R. v. Brook (1819), 2 Stark. 472; Wood v. Mackinson (1840), 2 
Mood. & R. 273 ; Newton v. Belcher (1848), 18 L. J. (Q. B.) 53. ... 

{d) Clifford V. Hunter (1827). 3 C. A P. 16 (wrong witness ^Iled owing to a 
mistake in name) ; Rush v. Smith (1834), 3 L. J. (EX.) 355 ; Wood v. Macktnson, 
eupra (witness called by conneeVe TuistaKe). , . ... 

(f) Neither a judge nor an arbitrator has any right to call a witnM in a civil 
action without the consent of the parties {Re Enoch and Zardshy, Bock A Co, § 
.drttfrofum, [1910] 1 K. B. 327, C. A.). ^ ^ 

{/) CosUeon v. Dishorough, [1894] 2 Q. B. 316, 0. A. As to the croi»» 
examination of witnesses called to give evidence as to a company m liquidstioo» 
SCO iU Ortffs Brewery Co, (iSS3), 26 Ck D. 400, 
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it seems that a witness cannot be cross*examined where the judge 
has stopped the examination in chief after a single immaterial 
question has been put and answered {g). 

A defendant may cross-examine his co-defendant (/t), or any of his 
co-defendant's witnesses (i)i if his co-defendant's interest is hostile 
to his own ( j). 

811 . The more rigid rules governing the examination in chief 
are relaxed in the case of cross-examination, and leading questions 
may freely be asked, and must be answered {k\ though it is not 
permissible to put the actual words into the witness's mouth for him 
to repeat (2), or to mislead him by false assumptions or actual mis- 
statements {vi). Provided the questions are relevant to the matters 
in issue (} 2 ), they need not be confined to the subject-matter of the 
evidence already given by the witness in chief (o) ; and it seems 
that where one party has examined a witness in chief, who is after- 
wards called by the other party as his own witness, he is, nevertheless, 
liable to be cross-examined by the party who first called him (p). 

Not only questions which are relevant to the actual issues in the 
case, but any question tending to impeach the credit or veracity of 
the witness may be asked in cross-examination, for this is a 
material consideration in weighing the value to be placed upon his 
evidence {q). During the progress of the cross-examination the 
judge may always disallow questions which appear to him to be 
vexatious, and not relevant to any matter proper to be inquired 
into in the case before him (7), and in certain classes of cases 


V. Carr (1835), 7 C. & P. Gl, std queere; nlthough tho judge in 
refusing leave to cross-examino is reported to have said that he stopped tho 
witnoai B evidence, yet the report itself soems to show that counsel closed his 
case voluntarily after asking the one question, 

(h) Allen V, Allen, [1894] P. 248. 

(i) Lord V. Colvin (1855), 3 Drew. 222 ; R, v. lladwtn, [1902] 1 K. L, 882, 
C. 0. n. 

(j) Runhill V. Dunhill (1894). 29 L. J. N. C. 308. 

(k) Parkin v. J/oon (1S3G). 7 C. & P. 408. 

(/) /?. V. Hard If (17941, 24 State Tr. 199, per BuLLElt, J., at p. 756, 

(m) See Staikio on Evidence, 4th ed., 197, citing Uill v. Coomhe (1818); 
JJaitaley y. If Wd (1818). 

(rt) Haigh v. Rtkher (1830), 7 0. & P. 389; Tennant v. Hamilton (1830), 7 
Cl, & Fin. 122, U. L. ; Lever Cb. v. Ooodwin Rrothere, [1887] W. N. 107 ; 
but oounsel may uudortnke to show by subsequent evidence that questions 
apparently irrelevant ore not so in fact Ulaigh y. Btlcher, eupra), 

(o) Morgan v. Itrydyei (1818), 2 Stark. 314 ; Rertoick CorporeUicn v, Murray 
(1850), 19 L. J. (cu.) 281. Tma is tho better opinion, and repreeents existing 
practice, but there are decisions the other way ; see PUy {Dean and Chapter) y. 
^ewart (1740), 2 Atk. 44; Re Woodfine^ Thompeon y. Woodjine (1878), 47 L. j* 
(cn.) 832. In this case the judge directed defendant, who was counter-claiming, 
to recall plaintiff as his own witness, and not to cross-examine him on the 
matters raised by the oounter-claim). 

(p) Lord y, CWma, eupra; see, ootifni, however, in Diekinetm v. Shee (1801), 
4 Kip. 07. 

(«/} As to impeaching credit of witnem, see p. 600, poet. 

(r) See E. 8. C., Ord. 36, r. 38. The E. S. O. only apply to lligh Court pro* 
eeMings, but this rule is probably no more than declaratory of the discretion 
which the court has always and of neoeesity fiesaessed (compare Re Munddl^ 
Fenim y. CumkirUye (1883;, 48 JU T. 776), ana the prtneipie which it lays down 
would doidAlsss be soopted by evety kma of tribunal In this eountiy. 
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cross-examination is limited in accordance with definite rules ol 
practice («). * 

Sub-Sect. 4. — He-examination. 

812. On the conclusion of tlie cross-examination, a witness 
may be re-exainined on behalf of the party for wliom he has given 
evidence in chief for the purpose of explaining any part of his 
evidence given during cross-examination which is capable of being 
construed unfavourably to his own Bide(/); but no questions may 
bo asked in re-examination which introduce wholly new matters («), 
Where, however, questions asked in cross-examination let in 
evidence which would not have been admissible in chief, the 
witness may be re-examined upon it (a). 

Sub-Sect. 5 . — Further Evidence, 

813. The judge may (but in a civil case not without the consent 
of the parties {b) ) call any witness whose evidence he thinks likely 
to elucidate the truth (c), or may recall any witness who has already 
given evidence to ask him further questions (d ) ; and questions 
may be put by the jury to a witness (c). The parties themselves 
can only recall a witness at the discretion of the judge (/). 

Leave will be given to a parly, even after his own case is closed, 
to call fresh evidence when ho has been taken by surprise in the 
course of his opponent’s conduct of his own case (//). 


(i) in cross-ox am illation upon an account, notice of tho items to which 
cross-examination will bo directed must bo given {Ihica v. Klei/ (1876), 1 Ch. 1). 
473), and must specify the points and not only tho items {Arthur v. Ihuhjeon 
(1872), L. II. 15 l2q. 102), and in tho winding up of a company contributories 
are limited in their cross-examination of a person claiming to bo a crediUir to 
matters roferrod to in the affidavit in support of his claim [Tie Brampton and 
Longtoum Bail, Co, (1871), L. R. 11 Eq. 428). 

(0 See The Queen*e Case (1820), 2 Brod. & Bing. 284, 267, II. L. ; Divas y. 
Brougham {Ixyrd) (1833), 6 0. & P. 219 ; v. St. George (1810), 9 C, & P. 483, 
488 ; Dunn y, Asleit (1838), 2 Mood. & R. 122. 

(ii) 7*he Queen's Case^ stpra (witness cross-examined os to whether bo had not 
stated that ho was to bo one of the witnesses to tho prosecution can only l»o 
asked what induced him to make the statement); Diras v. Brougham {Lonl), 
supra (witness admitting in cross-examination a conversation with defendant 
may bo ro oxaminod as to wholo of conversation ; smis, if he denies that ho 
had any such conversation at all) ; /Vt«rc v. 6'amo (1838), 7 Ad. & El. 627 (if 
cross-examined as to a particular statomont only, witness may not w re- 
examined on other statements in some conversation unconnected with tho one 
spoken to). 

(a) Dlewett y, Tregonning (1835), 5 Nev. & M. (x. B.) 308. 

(5) See p. 597, note (e), ante. In a criminal case if noithor tho prosecutor nor 
the prisoner puts in tho depositions the judge may direct tho attontion of the 
jury to them as Qualifying tho other evidence {B. v. 6*amcr (1890), 54 J. P, 424). 

(c) The Queen's Cai, supra; R. v. CUhnrn (1898). 62 J. P. 232; v. 

McMahon (1859), 28 L. J. (p. & m.) 40; Budd v. Davison (1881), 29 W. R. 192 ; 
Coulsm y, Disborough, [1894] 2 Cl. B. 316, C. A. n « 

d) R, y, Bemnant (1807), Russ. A By. 136; R v. JTatson (1834), 0 C, A P. 

i , MiddlOfm y, Barned (1849), 4 Exch. 241. 

(^) R, y. lAllgmaUt [1896] 2 Q. B. 167, 177. C. C. R. ..... 

{/) CaUlin y, BaHeer (1847), 8 C. B. 201 ; Adam v. BatdtaH (1835), I 
Cr. M. & B. 681. 

\ii) Dig^ T. DiMnmm (1876), 4 Ch, D. 24. C. A. The plointil! will not 
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Sect. 1.— Impeaching Credit of Witness. 

Sub-Sbot. 1 . — Of Tarty's own Witness. 

814. In certain circumstances a party is permitted to cross- 
examine or contradict a witness whom he has himself called. 

A party producing a witness is not allowed (//) to impeach 
his credit by general evidence of bad character (/), but if in the 
opinion of the judge the witness prove adverse, the party calling 
him may contradict him by other evidence, or by leave of the 
judge prove that the witness has, at other times, made a state- 
ment inconsistent with his present testimony. Before giving 
proof of this the circumstances of the alleged statement (sufficient 
to designate the particular occasion) must be mentioned to the 
witness, and he must then be asked whether or not he made the 
statement {k). 

By an “ adverse ” witness is meant one who is hostile to the 
party calling him (f), and who, by his manner of giving evidence, 
shows that he is not desirous of telling the court the truth (m). 
Whether he shoves himself so hostile as to justify his cross- 
examination by the party calling him is a matter for the discretion 
of the judge (w)i s-nd this is so even where a party calls a witness 
who must of necessity be adverse to him, as, for example, his 
opponent in the case (o). 

The better opinion is that where a party contradicts his own 


usually 1)0 allowed to call defendant as a witness after the case of tho latter is 
dosed, unless there has boon a lopresentation that defendant would be called to 
support his own case {Uarker v. Furhuy. [1^91] 2 Ch. 172). As to calling 
fuithor ovidonco, boo also title rjiACTicE and Procedure. 

(A) Criminal IVoccduro Act, lsG5 (28 & 29 Viet. c. 18), s. 3 ; replacing tho 
Common Tjow Procoduro Act, 1854 (17 & 18 Viet. c. 125). s. 22, which was fintdly 
repealed by the Statute Law Kevision Act, 1892 (55 & 5G Viet. c. 19). 

(t) This was tho existing law {Fwer v. Ambrose (1S25), 3 B. & C. 740). 

(A*) Criminal Procciluro Act, 1865 (28 & 29 Viet. c. 18), s. 3. S. 1 of tho Act 
applies tho rulo to civil ns well as to cvirainal cases. The doubt in the earlier 
decisions had beou as to tho riglit to prove prior inconsistent stutemeuts ; the 
right to contradict on relevant facts was not disputed (see Ewer v. Ambrose, 
supra; Wriyht v. (1834), 1 Mood. & H. 414; Dunn v. AsJeit (1838), 2 

klood. & R 122; Hohhworih v. Dartmouth Ci>rporatum (1838), 2 Mo^. & R 
153 ; MVnter V. (1841), 2 Mood. & B. 857; Melhuish v. Odlier (1850), 15 
Q. B. 878). 

(f) Ortmough v. Ecrles (1859), 6 0. B. (n. 8.) 78G. It has boon said that where 
a {)arty calls two equally credible witne.sses who contradict each other it is not 
open to him to discre^lit one and acci'odit the other {Sumner v. John Drown 
Co. (1909), 25 T. L, R 745). 

(m) Cutes ▼. ColfS and Brown (18GG), L, B. I P. & D. 70. See also ParJAn ▼. 

(1836), 7 C. A P. 408; B. v. i/o// (1839), 8 C. A P. 745; Ji. v. Murphy 
(1837), 8 C. A P. 297 ; Dr^tr v. Knight (1859), 1 F. & F. 433. 

(»i) Ohlsm Y. Terrtro (1874), 10 CTi. App. 127 ; Bice v. Howard (1880), 16 
Q. B. D. 681 ; /Vies v. A/a«»ift<jr (1S89), 42 Cfh. I). 372, C. A., disapproving a 
dictum of Best, G.J., to the contrary, in Clarke v. Saffery (1824), Ky. A M. 
126. 

(o) Pries ▼. Manning, swpr*t. ’Whero a witness gave evidence contradicting 
bis proof he was treats as hostile {AmHl v. Alexander (1867), 16 L. T. 830 ; 
eontrmat Beed v. King (1879), 30 L. T. 299; and aee Poona v. irtfseit (1865), 4 
F. A F. 301 ; Jadssm v. Thomason (1862), 31 L. J. (q. b.) II, differently rmrted 
IB. A a 745). 
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witness on one part of his evidence he does not thereby throw over Beot. t 
all the witness’s evidencei though its value may be impaired in the Impe&cblng 
eyes of the jury (p). Credit of 

WItoesf. 


SUB-SBCrr. 2.-0/ (^jxmenfs IFifnesi. 


815* In the course of cross-examination a witness may be asked impcschiag 
any question tending to impeach his character or credit, but unless ^ , 
such questions not only affect the credit of the witness, but are also 
relevant to the matters actually in issue in the case, the witness’s 
answers are conclusive, and cannot be contradicted by other 
evidence (q), save in the cases referred to below. It is often a Quostiont 
matter of some difficulty to decide whether a question relating to a 
witness’s character is at the same time relevant to the issue before 
the court. Thus, on a charge of rape the prosecutrix may bo 
contradicted if she denies previous connection with the prisoner, for 
that may be material on the question of consent in the case under 
investigation (r) ; but her answer is conclusive if she denies con- 
nection with other men, for in that case the question only goes to 
her character and credit (s). There are, also, certain limits which 
must be determined by the discretion of the judge to the questions 
which may be asked even affecting a witness’s credit ; thus, a question 
as to a witness’s religious belief has been held not to bo admissible 
to impeach credit, though tendered with that object (t). 

A witness who has not been examined in cliief cannot be cross- wiineii 
examined to credit at all, since the object of such cross-examination 
is to impair the value which might otherwise attach to evidence eiamined. 
already given (a). 


816. In three cases, a witness’s answers are not conclusive, but When 
may be contradicted. ^ybe 

First, a witness, provided ho is not himself charged with an offence SJitmdictcd. 
to which the proceedings relate (Ij), may be questioned as to whether Denial or 
he has been convicted of any felony or misdemeanour (c), and if non- 
he denies or does not admit the fact, the conviction may bo proved, 


(p) See Bradley ▼. Ricardo (1«31), 8 Biug. 67. disapproving tbo contrary 
view expressed in Alexander v. Gibson (1811), 2 Camp. 666; contra, Faufhur v. 
Brine (IHdH), 1 P. & P. 254, where, ho\vovor, Bradinj v. Birardo, supra, was 
not cited. 

{q) JfarrisY, Tt»p«</(181 1). 2 Camp. 037 ; 72. v. r«in'n (1811), 2 Camp. 638, n.; 
n. V. Watson (1817), 2 Stark. 116, 149; tivenc^Uy v. Willolt 
108; Tennant y. Hamilton (IS39), 7 Cl. & Fin. 122, II. L.; A.-O, v. Iltiduink 
(1847), 1 Exch. 91 ; Farmery. Trmmr {\hbZ), 22 L. J. (EXj 22; Goddard y. Parr 
0866), 24 L. J. (cn.) 783 ; Tolman v. Johnstime (1860), 2 P. A P. 66 ; 

Baker (1863), 32 L. J. (P. 1£. & A.) 145; die Jlayyenmachtr's PaUnU, [1898] 2 Ch. 
280 

(r) R. T. Martin (1834), C C. & P. fiC2 ; R. r. Udmt$ (1871), L. R 1 0. C.'Tl. 
334. 

(a) R. V. Hodgson (1812), Buss. & Br, 21! ; B. y. IMi^s, suwa. ' 

it) Darby y. Oi^ey (1866), 1 H. A N. I ; and lU'e R. t. Bernard (1868), I 
P. i P. 240 ; SsfMman y. Netherrli/t (1876), 2 C. P. D. 63, 0. A. 

(a) Bracegirdle y. Bailey (1869), 1 P. & P. 636, 

(6j Chamoek y. Merchant, [1900] 1 Q. B. 474. ^ 

U) Cnminal Prooedoiw Act, 1866 (28A29Victc. 18),i. 6;inplicing Ccniiincic 
Law Prooednin Act, 1864 (17 A 18 Viet. e. 126), s. 26. 
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and a certificate signed by the proper officer of tho court where 
the conviction took place is sufficient evidence of the conviction, 
provided evidence of identity is also given (d). 

Secondly, a witness may be asked in cross-examination whether 
he has made at any previous time a statement inconsistent with 
his present evidence, and if he denies or does not admit it, or 
refuses to answer, proof of such prior statement may be given; 
but the circumstances of the alleged statement sufficient to designate 
the particular occasion must first be given. A witness may also bo 
cross-examined as to previous statements made by him in writing, 
without the statements being shown to him (c) ; but if it is intended 
to contradict him by such writing, his attention must first be called 
to those parts of the writing which are to be used for that purpose, 
and tho judge may at any time require production of the writing 
for his own inspection (/). It seems that if the writing be lost or 
bo hot in the possession of the party cross-examined, he may inter- 
pose evidence out of turn, either to prove it in the latter case, or to 
give secondary evidence of it in the former (p). 

Thirdly, evidence may be given to contradict a witness who denies 
the truth of questions tending to show that ho is not impartial, or 
that for some reason or other ho has a bias in favour of, or against, 
one of the parties to the action, as, for example, that he has 
been bribed (h). 

It is also permissible, with a view to impeaching a witness’s 
credit, to bring forward evidence of a general reputation for 
untruthfulness, though not of particular facts from which tho 
inference of untruthfulness might be drawn (i) ; and in any event 
such evidence must bo given by persons well acquainted with the 
witness, and not by a stranger wlio has merely made inquiries as 
to the witness’s reputation among bis neighbours (^). 


(cf) Criminal Procedure Act, 18G5 (28 d: 29 Viet. c. 18), 8. 6; /L v. Parsons 
nSGG), L, K. 1 0. C. II. 24 ; H'ord v. Svi/tf/d (1880), 49 L. J. (q. b.) C96 ; /?. v. 
Pairr, [1805] 1 Q. B. 797, 800, C. C. 11 ; compare Po/tce Commissioner v, Ponovan, 
[19031 1 K. B. 895. 

(f) Ho caunot demand to see it first (Xor(A Australian Territory Co. v. 
Ot^thbonmgh, Mori Co,, [1803] 2 Ch. 381, C. A.), 

(/) Criminal Procedure Act, 18G5 (28 & 29 Viet. c. 18), b. 6 ; reidacing Common 
Tiuw ProccHluro Act, 1854 (17 & 18 Viet c. 125), s. 23; ana see Farrow v. 
Plomjieia (1859), 1 F. & F. 653. 

(</) ValiffTt v. Flower (1836), 7 C. & P. 386; A.-O. ▼. Bond (1839), 9 C. & P. 
189 ; Davies v. Davies (1840), 9 C, & P. 252 ; JL ▼. ShePard (1840). 9 0. & P. 
277. 


(A) V. Hitchcock (1847), 1 Exch. 91 ; eeo also The Queen's Ce»e(1820), 
2 Brod. & Bing. 284, 31 1 (witness suborned) ; B. v. Shaw (1888), 16 Cox, C. C. 503 
(witness at enmity with other An extreme case is Thomas ▼. David 

(1836), 7 C. & P. 350, whore a witness was tho mistioss of tho party lor whom 
sho gavo evidence. 

(t) R, V. Brown and Hedley (1867), L. lit 1 C. C. R. 70 ; StMings v. London 
und North Rail. Co. (1899), 63 J. P. 138; oomnare R. v. RUey (1887), 

18 Q. B. D. 481. The character of a wltuoss who is called to impe^h that of 
another may itself be impeached, but the prooees may not be carried further 
(/I. T. Fire Popw5 Lorde (1685), 7 State Tr. 1218, 1459; R. v. Murphy (1753), 

19 State Tr. 694, 724 ; R. v. B’Waa (1881), 14 Cox, C. C. 695 ; and soe 2 Taylor, 
Law of Evidence, lOlh ed., a. 1478). 

(5) Mwsetm v. HmrUink (1803), 4 E^. 103. 
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Sub-Sect. S^-^Se-eitahluhtng Credit 0 / Witncee, SKCfT. 7. 

817. General evidence of good character and reputation is 
admissible subsequent to the cross-examination of the witness ^dltof 
where his character for truthfulness has been impugned (0, but 
here also evidence will not be admitted from which merely an Re-establish- 
inference might Ite drawn that the witness has been a witness of 
truth (m) ; and evidence of good character does not become admissible 
if the cross-examination goes no further than to show that the 
witnesses contradict one another (n). 

Sect. 8. — Corroboration. 

618. In certain cases the court will not act upon the evidence of When 
a single witness, but requires corroboration ( 0 ). This is so in trials corroboration 
for treason (p) and perjury (g); to a certain extent, where the 
evidence is that of an accomplice in crime (r) ; where evidence not 
upon oath is given by a child of tender years (s) ; and in bastardy 
proceedings (<). 

In actions for breach of promise of marriage there must bo Rreaciiof 
material corroboration of the plaintiff’s evidence (a). promino. 

In proceedings for the removal of paupers in respect of a Removal of 
settlement acquired by three years* residence, no order for removal 
may be made upon the evidence of the person to be removed without 
such corroboration as the court shall think sufficient (/;). 

In cases in ecclesiastical courts it seems that it is still the practice Ecdcsiaatical 
to require corroboration of the evidence of a single witness, at any 
rate where charges of immorality are made (c). 

In cases under the Motor Car Act, 1903, a person may not be Excwfre 
convicted on the opinion of a single witness as to the rate of JJotor w. 
speed (d). 


I 


(0 Craig d. Annealey v. Avglcsea {Earl) (17*13), 17 »Slato Tr. 1130, 13*18; 
Doe dL Walker v. Stephmeon (1801), 3 Esp. 284 ; Durham {Uiehop) v. Bfuummi 
(1808), 1 Camp. 207; R. v. Clarke (1817), 2 Stark. 241. 

(m) R, V. Parker (1783), 3 Doug. (K. B.) 242. 

i n) Durham ^iehxrp) v. Beaumonf, eupra, 

0 ) Soe title Cbimikal Law and Pkoceduke, VoL IX., p. 388. 
p) p. 456. 

o) Ibid,f p. 494. The evidence of a witneefl who swears that ho has already 
perjured himself carries no weight (ExparU L</r<f 0750), 2 Vos. Bon. 26). 

(r) See title Criminal Law and Procedube, Yol. LX., p. 408. 

See note («), p. 669, ante. 

See title llASTARnY, Vol. II., p. 448. ^ a 

(a) Evidence Further Amendment Act, 1869 (32 & 33 Vict. c. 68), §.2; 
BcMda ▼. Stem (1877), 2 C. P. D. 26S, 0. A.; //ic*»y ▼. dampiM (1872), 20 
W. E. 762. The mere lefoMl to awwer letton ..twrtuiff • promwo to noRjr 
i. not, in nbMnoe of other circuinstenc©^ wifficiont oorrohretion ( IlifdttiuMft 
r. IFaliwh, [1891] 2 a B. 634, C. A. ; H^iooiur r. Oof/wy (IMS), Timw, 
16th October, 0. A.); nor the giring of • nng (Spootur r. aod/n^, tupra; 

”55i5^Fi±.a’C ^ * « VI* 

o. 61), 8. 34 ; E. ▼. Abergavemg Vnio. (1880), 6 Q. B. D. 31. 8oo aUo title 

(e) See ifonrich (BUhm) f. Ikmey (1866), 86 L. J. (W^) * I 
Oifori (BUkop), [1904] A. G 283, P. C. {• nee wider the Olerw DuopliM 
a 4. 18n (66 A 66 TicL 32). e. 2. A* to nich chergM, genenilly, eee title 
BOT.MiAWMUUt Law. VoL jQ.. p. MS. .... 

(4 3£dw. 7, e. 36. s. 9. But • aui,^ polkcBaii me/ gire endenee m to 
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Claims against the estate of a deceased person usually require to 
be corroborated by other evidence than that of the plaintiff himself, 
but the rule is one of practice rather than of law(e). Where there 
is substantial corroboration of the evidence of an interested party, 
it confirms the credit not only of the statements which are expressly 
supported, hut of all statements made by him (/) ; but where two 
persons make a joint claim, the evidence of each is not a sufficient 
corroboration of the evidence of the other (g). 

In all other cases the question is one of the weight to be attached 
to the evidence actually tendered ; and circumstances may cause 
the court to place but little reliance on evidence which is not only 
admissible, but might otherwise be sufficient for purposes of proof. 
Thus, the evidence of an attesting witness to a will who impeaches 
the sanity of the testator (fc), of a witness who has signed a receipt 
but alleges that the money was never paid (i), of a witness whoso 
testimony is inconsistent with his previous conduct (fc), will bo 
regarded with suspicion unless corroboration is forthcoming ; and 
whore the burden of proof lies on one party, he will not be held to 
have discharged it unless the evidence which he produces is of a 
sufficiently trustworthy character to discharge the burden (Z). 

Sect. 9. — Attesting Witnesses, when required to be called, 

819 . It is unnecessary (?n) to prove by the attesting witness any 
instrument which, though attested, does not depend upon attestation 
for its validity (n). In the case of instruments which are required 


the time marked on hie stop-watch, for that is evidoiico of fact, not of opinion 
iVlancq V. Marks (1900), 9*4 L. T. 677 ; compare Ocftham v. Brice (1902), 18 
T. L. E. 424), 

(e) Be Hodgson, Beckett v. Bamsdah (1885), 31 Ch. D. 177, C. A. ; BawUnson 
▼. Seholes (1898), 79 L. T. 350, dissenting from Be Finch, Finch v. Finch 
(1883), 23 Cn, D. 207, C. A, ; compare Be Qamett, Oandy v. Macaulay (1885), 
31 Ch, D. 1, 0. A,, and Minister of Stamps v. Townend, [1909] A. C. 633, P. G, 
The oarlier cases rather state the rule as ono of law (Grant v. Grant (1865), 
84 Beav. 623; iJown v. FBis (1865), 35 Bcav. 578 ; Bogers v. Powell (1869), 33 
L. J. (cn,) 648 ; Hill v, IKt/son (1873). 8 Ch, App, 888 ; Be JHiittaker, Uliittaker 
V. nVii/toA'rr (1882), 21 Ch, D. 657). As to administration of such estates, see 
title ExEcxrrons and Administrators. 

(/) Minister of Stamps v. 'loirnend, supra, at p. 638. 

(g) FatuMfur v. lai'osMar (1909), 25 T. L. E. 250 ; the head-note in this case 
states the rule as one of law, though the judpncnt itself does not go so far, and 
is certainly not inconsistent with the principle as stated in the text. 

(/<) Honard v. Braithwaite (1812), 1 Ves. & B. 202. 

(0 Be Farrow's Esiaie (1856), 22 Beav. 400; compare Gill v. C7t7/, [1907] 
8. C. 632. 


(k) Be Barr's Trusts (1858), 4 K. A J. 212 ; Bowley v. BowUy (1854), 23 
li, J. (cn.) 276. 

(l) See Forrest v. Forrest n865), 6 New Bep. 299, where the plaintiff sought 
to prove his case by uncorroborai^ evidence of an oral admission by tho defen- 
dant (Be ITartMck, Ex parte Jackson (1839), Mont. A Ch. 263, 271), where the 
relianoe to be placed on evidence of prior intention is discussed. As to evidence 
of adultery in matrimonial euits, eee title Husbakd and Wife. 

(m) See Criminal Prooeduro Act, 1866 (28 A 29 Viet. o. 18), a. 8. By 1 . 1 of 
the Act its provisions with regard to evidence axe applied to all oourta. 

(a) Ibid,, a. 7. But all the parties must be before the court, or the stricter 
rule applies (Bs Beau's Estate (1866), 3 W. E. 312; Be Mair's Estate (1873), 42 
L. J. (on.) 882; Be Bios (a Fersem of Unsound Mind) (1880), 32 Oh. D. 0. A. ; 
IfevIhtAgioii V. JUbore (1891), 64 L. T. 338). 
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by law to be attested, the attesting witness must bo called (o), save 
in certain cases applicable to all classes of such instruments 
alike (p) and also in the particular case of shipping documents, 
which may be proved by any person who can give evidence as to the 
requisite facts without calling the attesting witness or witnesses, even 
though attestation is necessary to give validity to the document ((/). 

The party against whom the instrument is tendered may always 
demand strict proof of it (r)> and may not himself be called as a 
witness by his opponent for the purpose of obtaining an admission 
of its due execution {$), 

Secondary evidence of attestation is only admissible where the 
attesting witness cannot be called at the trial (f); but it is im- 
material that the instrument itself is destroyed or even cancelled (a) ; 
and even an attesting witness who has become blind must be 
called (h). 

An attesting witness who denies attestation or execution may be 
contradicted by other evidence (c) ; and when it appears that the 


(o) It is not necessary to call more than one of several attesting witnesses 
{Iloldfiut (L Aruiey v. DowBwg (1146), 2 Stra. 1253; Forster v. Forster (1R64), 
33 L. J. (p. M. & A.) 113) ; save in the cose of wills of realty, where, in general, it 
appears to be necessary to call both witnesses (Oyfev. CWI;(1748), 1 Ves.Sen. 177 ; 
U ray son V* Atkinson {Vi b2), 2 Ves. Sen. 454,400; Bootle v. /^/wn(fe//(1815), 19 Ves, 
494; M*Oregor v. Topham (1850), 3 11. L. Cas. 132, 155); but this exception 
can scarcely be regarded as a rigid rule of law, and whore circumstances render 
it necessary it will be relaxed ; see Lowey, JoUiffe (1762), 1 Wm. Bl. 365 ; Belbtn 
V. SkenU (1858), 27 L. J. (p. & M.) 56 ; Andreio v. Motley (1862), 12 0. B. (N. S.) 
526; Tatkam v. Wright (1831), 2 Buss. & M. 1). 

(p) See p. 606, post. 

Iq) Mordant Shipping Act, 1894 (57 & 68 Viet. c. 60), s. 694, 

(r) Abbot V, Plumhe (1779), 1 Doug. (K. B.) 216; Breton v. Cope (1791), Peake, 
43 [31]; Johnson v. Mason (1794), 1 Esp, 89; Call v. Diinnimj (1803), 4 East, 
53; B. V. JIarringworth {Inhabitants) (1816), 4 M. & S 350, 353; (Jillies v. 
Bmither (1819), 2 Stark. 628; Moansey v. /fum5om (1841), 1 Haro, 15. 

(«) Whyman v. Qarth (1853), 8 Exch. 803. See in/ra, as to when tax 
admission dispenses with the necessity of proof. 

{t) E.g., if the witness is dead (Anon. (1701), 12 Mml. Hep. 607 ; Adamv. Kerr 
(1798), 1 Bos. & P. 300 ; Nelson v. Whiitall (1817), 1 B. & Aid. 19 ; 11. v. Si. UUcs, 
Camberwell (Inhabitants) (1853), 1 E. & B. 642; Baxendale y. de la/mer (1887), 
57 L. T. 566 ; Bgles v. Cox (1896), 74 L. T, 222 ; In the Goods of Peverett (1902), 
87 L. T. 143); or is a lunatic (Curru v. Child (1812), 3 Camp. 283) ; or is abroad 
Prince v. Blackburn (1802), 2 East, 250), or cannot be found (Cunliffe v. S^Um 
1802), 2 East. 183 ; Wardell v, Fermor (1809). 2 Camp. 282; Crosby v. Percy 
1808), 1 Taunt. 364 ; Parker v. Iloskina (1810), 2 Taunt. 223; BuH v. Walker 
,1821), 4 B. ft Aid. 697; Kay v. Brookman (1828). 3 0. ft P. 555; Morgan v. 
Morgan (1832), 9 Bing. 359; Willman v. Worrall (1838), 8 C. ft P. 380; 
Falmouth (Earl) v. B^erU (1842). 9 M. ft W. 469; Spooner v. Payne (1847), 

4 C. B. 328 ; Axistin v. Bumety (1849), 2 Car. ft Kir. 730); gurney to ftWoM 
through illness (Jones v. Brewer (1811), 4 Taunt 46 ; Ilarruon v. Bladu (1813), 

3 Camp. 457). 

(a) Breton r. Cope (1791), Pwlce, 43 [31]; aWiet t. SmUher, tujrra; unitm 
the name, or handmiting of the attesting witnoMoa are unkaoem (Keding 
Ball (1796), Peak., Add. Caa. 88 ; B. r. Bl. GUu, CamberwUJInhahtanU), 
tupra; B. ▼. Fordinghridge {Jnhabiianti) (1888), 27 Ja J. (k. 0.) 2^ 

(b) Orankr. Firth (1839), 2 Mood. A B. 202. per L««d ABWOM, C, B., at |». 268 : 
**The witness might on recollection give matonal evidence relating to the 
transaction**; Rees v. WBliame (1847), I De O. ft Sm. 314. But see, contra^ 
Wood V. Drury (1699), 1 Ld. Eaym. 734 ; PedUr v. Paige (1833), X Mood, ft E. 
858 both of which caece were, however, cited in Cromk ▼. FiHhg euproe 

(c) See ?. KUee (1811), 80amp. 635; Umm T. Dean (1810), 20am9. 


BrcT. 0, 
Attesting 
Witnesses, 
when 

required to 
be called. 

When strict 

proof 

required. 


Wlicn 

secondary 

avitlcnce 

admissible. 


Contradiction 
of attesting 
witness. 



606 


EmsNCX. 


kUMttng 

Wltaesses, 

when 

reqnlred to 
be called. 

Kxoeption to 
gencjru rule. 


InairnmenU 

•nroUed. 


name of tbe attesting witness is that of a fictitious person (d), or 
has been inserted without tbe knowledge of the parties to the 
instrument (c), the instrument may be proved in the ordinary way. 

But general exceptions to the role requiring tbe evidenco of the 
attesting witness exist where the instrument is more than thirty 
years old (/), where the other party to the suit refuses to produce 
the instrument after notice to do so (g)^ where, although be pro- 
duces it (//), he claims a subsisting (t) interest under it in the subject- 
matter of tbe suit ik)f when the attestation was required merely 
by reason of the rule of some court, and tbe court has subsequently 
octed upon tbe instrument so attested (1 ) ; or when the instrument 
is tendered either against a public officer whose duty it was to procure 
its execution and who has treated it as duly executed (m), or against 
a party who is estopped from denying its validity (u). 

It is said also that instruments which have been enrolled under 
some statute may be proved merely by proof of enrolment ; but it is 
doubtful how far this is permissible, save as against the party on 
whose acknowledgment they have been enrolled (o). 


630, n. ; Talbot v. Uodion (1S16), 7 Taunt. 251, ovomiling PhippB v. Parker^ 
nsOS), 1 Camp. 412; Colta v. CoIcb and Brown (18GC), L. B. 1 P. & D. 70 ; 
Bowman v. Jlodgion (1867), L. B. 1 P. & D. 362 ; Dayman v. Dayman (1894), 7i 
L. T. 699 ; Pilhingion v. Qray, [1899] A. 0. 401, P. 0. 

! (£) Famt v. Brown (1790), Peake, 33 [23]. 

V) AT Craw v. Gentry (1812), 3 Camp. 232. 

\ f) See p. 512, an<e. 

Ig) Cooke v. TamwM (1818h 8 Taunt. 450 ; Pooh v. TForren (1838), 8 Ad. & El. 
682. As to the admission of secondary evidence of documonts in general, see 
p. 518, ante, 

{h) But refuses to rolinquisli possession of it ( Vacher y. Cocke (1830), 1 B. & Ad. 
145 ; C(irr v. Burdiee (1835), 4 Ia J. (ex.) CO, 63). The older rule was that the 
production of an instrument after notice by the adverse party supersoded in all 
cases the necessity of calling attesting witnesses (R. v. Middlezoy {InhahilanU) 
(1787), 2 Term Bep. 41 ; Bowlee v. Langworthy (1793), 5 Term Bep. 366, over- 
ruled by Gordon v. Seerdan (1807), 8 East, 548). 

(i) Colline v. Bayntun (1841), 1 Q. B. 117 ; FvBer v. Patrick (1849), 13 
Jur. 5(ii. It seems that his interest in the suit must be the same as that 
claimed by his opponent {Knight v. Martin (1818), Gow, 26). 

{k) The validity of an instrument is necessarily admitted where an interest is 
claimed under it {Pearce v. Hooper (1810), 3 Taunt. 60 ; see also Or v. Aforics 

i l821), 3 Brod. & Bing. 139; Doe d. Tyndale v. Hemming (182^, 9 Dow. & 
ly. (k. B.) 15 ; Doe d. irt/Aiiis {Marguie) v. Cleodand (1829;, 9 B. & 0. 864 ; 
Bradehaw v. BenneU (1831), 1 Mood. A B. 143; Carr v. Burdiee (1835), 
4 L. J. (EX.) 60; Doe d. Bowlandeon T. Wainwright (1836), 5 Ad. A EL 520; 
BeU v. Chaykr (fiir TFm.) (1843), 1 Oar. 4k Kir. 162. 

(/) Thereby recognising its viffidi^; see Boitey v. Bidwdl (1844), 13 M. 4k W. 
73 ; Streeter v. BariltU (1848), 5 0. B. 562 (debt sued for admitted in a schedule 
fild in the bankruptcy oourt) ; it was held that the schedule being tendered as 
evidence of an acknowledgment the attesting witness must be called. 

(m) Bail^ v. Bidwell, eupra ; Plumer t. BHeoo (1847), 11 Q. B. 46. 

(It) See title Estopfel, pp. 375, 393, ante ; Bringtoe v. Ooodeon (1839), 5 Bing. 
(h. 0.) 738 ; Fiehmongere' Co. ▼. Dmedale (1852), 12 0. B. 557 (incorporation of 
md instnunent in row, new only need be proved); Laing v. Kaiue {IBOO), 2 
Bos. 4k P. 85 ; BandaU v. Lynch (ISIO), 2 Camp. 352, 357 ; Freeman v. Steggall 
(1849), 14 Q. B. 202 An admission in a former suit does not estop a party from 
denying execution of an instrument tendered in evidence against him {OaU v. 
Dunning (1803), 4 Esst, 53; Whyman v. Oonih (1853), 8 ^eb. 803). 


(o) See Thurie v. Madieon 
Lev. 387: Heteroft {Lady) v. 


V. i &ag.>.a)741; (iMol’, 10 ^ 128; BitiUr, Miii 


462; Smartle v. WiRiame (1694), 3 
Freem. (cn.) 259 ; Doe d. Freeman 
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Sbot. 10. — Evidence oj Opinion and Belief. 

820. Aa a general rule a witness may not give evidence of opinion 
or belief, but only of facts (p). In certain circumstances, however 
the rule is relaxed, A witness unable to swear positively to a matter 
about which his recollection may be at fault is permitted to state 
that to the best of his belief such and such is the truth (j), and 
when evidence of reputation is admissible (?) this is, in a sense, 
evidence of the belief or opinion of a body of persons (a). 

A witness may state his belief or opinion when it is sought to 
identify persons (t) or things («), and to prove that words or ex- 
pressions of which evidence has been given were understood by 
him as referring to some particular individual (b), but, in general, bo 
may not be asked what meaning he attached to words used unless 
it appear either from his own or other evidence that there was reason 
to think that they were used in other than their ordinary sense (c). 

Evidence of opinion or belief is also admitted for the purpose of 
proving handwriting where direct evidence of one who was present 
when the document was written is not available (d), but an opinion 
based on mere inference is insufficient (e). 


Prius, 255. Sco also Phipson, Law of Evideiico, 4t2i 0(1.» p. 484. A doubt 
also exists os to the necessity ol calling attesting witnesses of insirumoitts 
sealed by a corporation; aemble, that they must bo called if the inst rumen t is 
one which depends on attestation for its validity {Doe d. Dank of Koyland v. 
Chumhen (1830), 4 Ad. & El. 410. Roe, however, 2 Taylor, Law of Evidonco, 
10th ed., 8. 1852 ; Phipson, Law' of Evidonco, 4th ed., p. 479; J/oises v. Thornton 
(1799), 8 Term Bop. 303). 

(p) See Donfield v. Smith (1843), 2 XTood. & R. 519 ; and p. 479, ante, 

{(/) See Carmalt v. i*05t (1839), 8 Watts, 400, 411 (Pennsylvania Supreme 
Couit). 

See p. 479, ante. 

As to when evidence of reputation is admissible, see p. 479, antr, 

{i) Sc^ p. 447, ante; and it*, v. Tolson (18041, 4 P. & E. 103. Identity may 
be proved by compaiison with portraits and tlio belief of the witness as to the 
likeness {IJindson v. AeJihi/t [1890] 2 Ch. 1, 21, C. A.}. 

I a) See p. 447, ante, 

b) Bourke v. Warren (1820), 2 0. & P. 307; Droome v. Ooeden (1845), t 
O. :B. 728. 

(c) Dainee v. TIariUy (1848), 3 Exch. 200; Druutwkk {Dulu) v. UarvMT (1850), 
3 Oar. Kir. 10 ; Darneit v. Alfen (1858), 3 II. & N. 370; Simmons v. AUtcheil 
(1880), 0 App. Cos. 156, P. 0. ; Qallagher v. Murton (1888). 4 T. L. B. 304. 

(d) See p. 482, ante; and Sager v. Oloaeop (1848), 2 Exch. 409; Wright v, 
Cobb (1885), 1 T. L. B. 555; Carey v. PiU (1797), Peake, Add. Cos. 130; 
Batchelors, Jloneywood (Sir J.) (1799), 2 Esp. 714 ; Qrcavu v. //uwfsr (1820), 
2 C. & P. 477 ; Drew v. Prior (1843), 5 Man. A O. 204 ; Chant v. Brown (1852), 
9 Haro, 790 ; hmiih v. Sainshartf (1832), 5 0. A P. 196 ; Doe d. Afwld v. Sucker^ 
fnef«(1836), 5 Ad. A EL 7C3. It is sufficient if the witness has ac^ on letters 
received from the person whose handwriting is in dispute {llamngion v. Fry 
(1824). 1 0. A P. 289; Tharjte v. Oieburne (1825). 2 0. A P, 21 ; A v. Slaney 
(1832), 5 0. A P. 213; Muridta v. Wol/hagen (1849), 3 Car. A Kir. 744; 
Oifenston v. Wilson (1845), 2 Car. A Kir. 1). A signature may be proved by a 
witness who has only seen the somame written on eome other occasion {Lewie v. 
Sapio (1827), Mood. A M. 39), disapproving PoiscB v. Ford(m7), 2 Starlf. 164 ; 
TFtBiguiii V. WonaU (1838), 8 C. A P. 380 ; compare Eagtelon and Cormtry v« 
Kingston (1803), 8 Yes. 438, 476 ; B. v. Crouch (1850), 4 Cox, C. C. 103 (constable 
and prisoner). The ntlee as to proof of handwriting are the same in criminal as 
in civil cases (B. v. llonsey (1758), I Burr, 643), 

(c) Da CosUi V. Pym (1797), I\»ko, Add. Css, 144; B, f, Murphy (1837), 8 
C. A P. 297, 3ia 
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The handwriting in ancient documents may be proved in the 
same way(/)p or by comparison with other documents the authen- 
ticity of which is not disputed (jf), or even (where by reason of lapse 
of time no witness with an acquaintance of the handwriting can be 
found, and no strict proof can be given of the genuineness of other 
documents with which comparison might be made) by a witness 
who, in the course of his business, has acquired a knowledge of the 
character of the handwriting, and the person whose handwriting is 
in dispute, from his acquaintance with a number of documents 
purporting to have been written or signed by that person (h) ; but 
it is otherwise when the knowledge is acquired not in the course of 
business, but from a study of such other documents for the purpose 
of giving evidence (i). 

Comparison of a disputed writing with any writing proved to the 
satisfaction of the judge to be genuine may be made by a witness {k ) ; 
and such writing, and the evidence of witnesses thereon, may be 
submitted to the court and jury as evidence of the genuineness or 
otherwise of the writing in dispute (Q. It is immaterial that the 
writing with which the comparison is made is not and cannot be 
made evidence in the case (m ) ; but proof of genuineness must be 
given, if at all, at the trial itself, and cannot bo ordered during pre- 
liminary proceedings (w). 

Where the opinion or belief of a witness is, or becomes, relevant 
to the issue before the court as evidencing his good faith or the 
state of his mind, he may give evidence thereof (o) ; but he may 
not testify as to his own sanity (j>), nor indeed (unless an expert) 
as to his opinion on the sanity of another (q). 


(/) Atorewood v. Wvod (1791), cited 14 East, 328; Taylor v. Coo/c (1820), 8 
Price, COO ; Doe d. Afadd v. Suckermore (1830), 5 Ad. & El, 703 ; 2V*« FUzwalter 
reerage (1843), 10 Cl. & Fin. 193, H. L. As to proof of documents more than 
thirty years old, seep. 012, an^^; Fenwick v. /^ced (1821), Madd. & 0. 7; The 
Camoye Pefrays (1839), 6 Cl. & Pin. 789, H. L. ; Doe d. Jenkins v. Davies (1847), 
10 a B. 314. 

(g) As to proof by comparison with other handwriting, so© infra. 

(a) See p. 482, ante; and The FUzwalter Peerage, supra; Due d. Jenkins w. 
Davies, supra. 

(f J The Fitxtoalter Peerage, supra^ overruling by implication earlier decisions 
on tuis subject; see 2 Taylor, Law of Evidence, 10th ed., s. 1876. 

*k) Criminal Procedure Act, 1863 (28 & 29 Viet. c. 1 8). 

1) Ibid., 8. 8. This applies in all courts, civil and criminal {ibid., s. 1). 

tn) Birch v. Bidgway (1838), 1 F. & F. 270 ; Cresswell v. Jadcson (1860), 2 
F. & F. 24, The oompiuison may be made by the jury {Cobbett v. KUminsier 
(1803), 4 F. & F. 490 ; Beard v. Jackson (1873), 24 W. li. 139) ; and may bo made 
with a document written in court for this purpose {CobbeM v. KUminsier, supra). 

(n) frUson V. Thomlmry (1874), L. B. 17 317. 

(o) Mansell v. Clements (1874), L. B. 9 C. P. 139, where a witness was allowed 
to state, in answer to a question by the judge, that he should not have taken a 
house but lor the house agent's card to view ; Jl. v. King, [1897] 1 Q. B. 214, 
C. C. E. (opinion of witness as to moaning of an alleged la&e pretence made to 
him) ; compare Hardwick v. Coleman (1859), 1 F. & P. 331 ; A ▼. Dale (1836), 
7 0. & P. 332 ; fViLim v. BV/son (1872), L. & 2 P. & D. 433. But the opinion 
of a witness as to the motives oi another is inadmissible {Townsend v. Moore, 
[1903] P. 60. 0. A.). 

( p) Bootle BlundeU (1813), 19 Yes. 494 ; Knight v. Young (1813), 2 Yes. K 
181. 

(n/) Oreendade v. Dare (1833), 20 Bear. 284 ; Wright v. Tatham (183$), 3 
Cl. i Fin. 670, IL L, 
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And in certain other cases a witness is allowed to stale his 
opinion, where it is scarcely possible to do more than draw infer- 
ences of fact from appearances or surrounding circumstances, as, 
for example, as to a person’s age (r), or the affection existing between 
one person and another (s). 


Part VI. — Evidence out of Court. 

Sect. 1. — How Obtained. 

821. Evidence may be taken out of court for use at a trial, 
by the examination out of court of witnesses who, because they are 
resident beyond the jurisdiction or for other reasons, are unable to 
attend the trial ; by affidavit (t) ; and by interrogatories (a). 

822. The examination of witnesses in any cause or matter may be 
ordered to be taken under a commission, or before an examiner, or 
by means of a mandamus to an Indian or colonial court, or by 
letters of request addressed to a foreign, or Indian, or colonial 
court (6). 

Sect. 2 . — Examination of jntnesses. 

Sub-Sect. 1. — Commission* 

823. An order may bo obtained in the High Court for the 
examination on commission of a witness or witnesses who is or 
are out of the jurisdiction of the English courts ((*)• 


i r) See p. 482, ante. 

dj Trclatonejf v. Colman (1817), 2 Stark. 191. 

<) See pp. 820 et seq,^ jmt, 

«) See, generally, title Discovery etc., Vol. XI., pp. 92—113. 
h) U. S. 0., Ord. 37, rr. 1, 5, Ga. The prareduro is not applicable to aa 
arbitration, except where reference to aibitrutwm is compulsorv (Judicature 
Act, 1S73 (36 & 37 Viet. c. 66), s, 100 ; JU Simw and llimaldsm* fl892j 1 a B. 
91 ; lie Mtfsore West Cold Mining Co, n889), 42 Ch. D, 636). As to mandamus, 
BOO Kost India Company Act, 1772 (l3 (ioo. 3, c. 63); East India Coin}>any 
Act, 1781 (24 Gof). 3, c. 23), ss. 78, 79 ; Kast India Company Act, 1786 (26 
Qeo 3, c. 37), s. 28; Evidonoe on Commission Act, 1831 (I Will. 4, c. 22). 
As to taking evidenoe abroad in criminal coses, boo title CuiliiKAL IaAW axd 
Procedure, Vol. IX., p. 387. 

(<’) K. S. C,, Ord. 37, r. 1, App. K, Forms 33c, 36, 37. For the form of 
writ, see App. J, Form 13. Commissions wore originally issued to examine 
witnesses on written interrogatories. According to the form given in App. K, 
Form 37 (known as the bong Order *’), two commissioners are appointed, one 
for each party, but this form is rarely used, and the more conunon practice ie 
to appoint one commissioner. An official referee may order a commissioa 
Ulaytmrd v. Mutual lieserve Asufciatum^ [1891] 2 Q. B. 236). As to the 
Jurisdiction in ^ukniptcy to order the examination of witnesses before a 
oommisBioner or examiner, see Bankruptcy Act, 1883 (46 ft 47 Viet. c. 62)« 
as. 163, 127 (3); Bankruptcy Buies, rr. 66, 68; He Druckrr 2)* parti 
Basden, [1902] 2 KB. 210. As to the jurisdiction in the' winding up of 
companies, see title Cohfaxies, Vol. V., p. 339. As to divorce, see Matrimonial 
Causes Act, 1837 (20 ft 21 Viet c. 83), a. 46 ; and title Husband axd Wife. Ae 
to the juri^ction in a county court, see County Court Eulos, 190^1, 1904, Ord. 18, 
r. 18 ; County Court Form 132 ; and title Couxi Y Courts, Vol VIU., p. 316. Ae 
to the mayor 8 court, eee Mayor's Court of I^ndon Proo^ure Act, 1837 (20 ft 21 
Viet c. clvii.), SB. 24, 26 ; and title Mayor’s Court. Ae to local oourU, eee 
Borough and Local Courts of Beooxd Act, 1872 (33 ft 36 Vict c. 86), Sched*, e. 10 • 
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824. Where a writ of mandamus or commission is, or letters 
of request (d) are, issued to a foreign court, the members of that 
court, or persons appointed by them, fulfil the functions of com- 
missioners. More often the functions of commissioners are 
performed by persons directly appointed by order of the High 
Court (e). 

Sub-Sect. 2. — Examiners* 

826. Tho procedure under a commission is cumbrous and 
expensive, and, in modern practice, the examination of witnesses 
before an examiner has taken its place (/). An order may be made 
for the examination of witnesses out of court before an examiner 
either wilhin or without the jurisdiction (g). 

If tho witnesses are within the lurisdiction, the examination 
generally takes place before one of the examiners of the court (/t). 
The examiners of the court are barristers of not less than three 
years' standing, appointed by the Lord Chancellor to act as such 
for a period not exceeding five years (i). The examinations to be 
taken before the examiners of the court are distributed among them 
by rotation (/.:). If the court or a judge directs, an examination 
of witnesses can be taken before a particular examiner (f), or even 
before a special examiner, who is not one of the examiners of the 
court (m). 

Witnesses out of the jurisdiction may be examined either before 
one of the examiners of the court or before a special examiner (n). 

and title CouuTs, Vol. IX., p. 129. Commissions wore formerly issued to foreign 
or colonial com’ts, but tho practice now is to issue letters of request instead, 
aoo p. 

(a) Bee U. 8. 0., Ord. 37, r. Ca, and App. K,Form 37 b. 

(e) 11. 8. C., Ord. 37, r. 5 ; see App. K, Forms 30, 37, and App. J, Form 13. 

Ijf) Tho Supremo Coiu^ Fulos have no nppUcution to proceoifings in divorce 
(R. 6, 0,, Ord. 68, r. 1). There appears to be no junsdiction to onler the 
examination of witnesses out of tho jurisdiction In^fore a spocial oxaininer in 
divorce proceedings. See Ilume-Wiliioms and Macklin, Taking of Evidonce 
on Commission, 2nd od., p. 83. 

(g) II. S. a. Oi'd, 37, rr. 1, 5. 

(4) r. 39 ; Ihitc {Marquess) v. James (1886), 33 Ch. D, 167. As to tho 
procedure, see U, S. 0., Ord. 37, rr. 7—20, 41—62. 

^♦) / bid., r. 40. 

(k) I bid., r. 41. When the examiner next in rotation is unable to take tho 
txaminaiioti, tho next in rotation is to replace him (ibid,, r. 48). 

m r. 49. 

(m) Ibid,, r. 39. A special examiner might bo appointed where it would be 
extravamnt to send down an examiner of the court ; see Dadddey y. Bailey, 
[1893] W. N. 66. lu Buie {Marquess) y. James, supra, a ^lectal examiner was 
refused ovou though the examincff of the oourt would require the assistance 
of a Welsh interpreter. 

(fi) IL S. 0., 37, rr. 6, 39; App. K, Form 37o. It is desirable that tho 

name of the special examiner should bo stated in the application (/k)ed. Tkam y. 
FhiUips (1831), 1 Dowl. 66). See, as to the appointment of special examinora to 
take eviaenoe abroad, Cro/ts y. MiddltUm (1862), 9 Hare, App., xyiii.; Rawlins 
y. irifMam (1868), 4 Jur. (ar. 8.) 900; Edwards y. 8paighi{\§^), 2 John. 6b H. 
617 ; London Bank 4 / Mexico and South America y. Jaari (1868), L. B. 6 £q. 
467. The sneie fact that witnesses are known to, or even intimately connected 
with, a person of credit will not preyent his being appointed as spocial examiner 
y. I/ili (1874), 22 W. ib 817). A sh<tttiiand writer ought not to be 
appointed as oxaminer or ommimomx (BickneS r, BickneO, [1908] W. K, 97, 
Cf. A.), and a solicitor in the oaiiae most in no case appointed; oeeiVidbery. 
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Sttb-Sbot. i.—Mandamu$. 

836. The Eing^s Bench Division of the High Court has power 
to issue writs in the nature of a mandamus or commission to the 
judges of the High Court in India, and to any judge of any colony 
in the King’s dominions, to hold any court for the examination of 
witnesses, when evidence is required for the purpose of a trial in 
England (o). 

Sub-Sect. 4 .— of Requ^U 

827. When it is desired to have witnesses examined before a 
foreign, Indian, or colonial court, the usual practice now is to 
apply for letters of request to examine them instead of a commis- 
sion (p). Letters of request must also be used in those countrios 
wliich do not permit the administration of an oath within their 
jurisdiction by anyone except one of their officials (q). As regards 
Indian and colonial courts, the proceeding by letters of request is 
simpler than proceeding by mandamus. In either case the court 
to which the letters of request are addressed may appoint some hli 
person to take the examination (r). 

Sect. 8. — IVhen Examination out of Court will he Ordered. 

828. Orders are made for the examination (s) of witnesses at 
any place (t), whether within or without the jurisdiction, where 


3foore(1730), Btinb. 289 ; Re Selwt/n {O. JIf.) (1779), Dick. 663 ; Bayer v. Waystaff 
(1842), 12 L. J. (cii.) 35 (now commiBsion issued owin'? to misconduct of 
oomraissioner). In a county court, the jporson appointed oxamiuor may bo the 
registrar of tho court in tho district in which the witness rosidos (County Court 
Rules, OnL 18, r. 19 ; see, gonorally, rr. 18—32). A commissioner or oxaminor 
ajppointed to examine witnesses in a foreign country has no moans of compolling 
the attendance of witnesses beforo him. In countries which ore within tho 


British dominions, but are outside the jurisdiction of tho English courts, tho 
attendance of witnesses before a commisaionor or examiner is enforced by tho 
procedure proscribed in the Kvidonoe by Commission i^ct, 1813 (G & 7 Viet, 
c. 82), 8. 6 ; Evidence by Commission Act, 1859 (22 Viet c. 20), s. 1, amended 


44 ; Evidence on 
WUeon (1883), 9 P. D. 

8. Mandamus to examino witnesses is now rarely if over usM, soe thereon 
Chitty’s Archbold’s IVaciioe, Hth ed., pp. 555 et eeq. As to taking evidence in 
tho British possessions outside Great Britain in criminal cases, see title CatuiNAh 
liAW AND pAOCBDUaB, Vol. IX., p. 387. Except under certain statutes relating 
to British possessions abroad (soe last referenoes), and under tho Mercliant 
Shipping Act, 1894 (57 & 58 Viet c. 60), or possibly by consent in coses of mis- 
demeanour (see title Cbiminal Law akd Pboceduhe, Vol. IX, p. 387), there 
is no power to order the examination of witnesses out of court in criminal cases 
{/}. y. VpUm Letmard$ [InhabitanU) (1847), 10 Q. B. 827). As to the taking 
of a deposition of a witness who is dangerously iU in a criminal case, see title 
Ojukinal Law and Pboceduke, Vol. IX., p. 327. 

(p) R. 8. 0., Ord. 37, r, 6a ; App. K, Pomw 37a and 37b. 

(a) See Hume- Williams and ll^klin, Taking of Evidence on Commission, 
2nd ed., p. 58. 

(r) See E. S. 0., App. K. Form 37b. 

(s) Examination^* includes cross^yxamination of a witness who has made 
an affidavit (RawUM v. Wickham (1858), 4 Jar. (g. S.) 990; Concha v. Concha 
(1886), 11 App. Gas. 541). 

(t) S.g,, at the witness’s residenee in case of illness {Re Bradbrockf Be parte 
Eawkim (1889), 23 a B. D. 226, 0. A.}. 
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Sect. S. 
When 
Ezamlna* 
tiOQ 

Ordered. 


the court deems it necessary for the purposes of justice (u), that is, 
in the interest of all the parties to the litigation (r). The question 
whether an order should be made is one for the discretion of the 
court, but this discretion is the subject of review (u?). 

Before making the order, the court must be satisfied that there 
is a question to be tried (a), that the application is bond fide {h\ 
and that there are material witnesses (c), to be examined. It is a 
recognised, though not a rigid, rule of practice that the name of 
one at least of the witnesses whom it is proposed to examine must 
be made known to the court and stated in the order (d). 


Bpec\a\ considerations, in addition to the above, wiW inftuence the 
court in its decision as to the necessity of making an order according 
as the persons to be examined are within or without the juris- 
diction. The facts of the existence of which the court requires 
to be satisfied should be proved by affidavit (c). The court may 
impose such terms upon the applicant as appear to it to bie 
just (/). 

At what The examination of witnesses out of court may be ordered even 

•Uge ordeit 
may be made. 


(u) R. 8. a, Ord. 37, r. 5. 

(v) Bo'dan v. Greenwood (1880), 20 Cb. D. 764, n., 0. A., per Bagoallay, L.J., 
at p. 766. The question of expense is one factor, but only a factor, in 
influencing the decision of the court (Baddeley v. Bailey, [1893] W. N. 66; 
compare Macaulay t. Olau (1902), 47 Jo. 71). If it is adjudged that it 
was reasonable to examine witnesses de bene eese the costs of the examination 
will he allowed, even if the deposition is not used at the trial (Bartlett v. Higgins, 
^00^ 2 K B. 230, C. A., approving Ddaroqm v. Oxenholme Co,, [1883] 

(w) BerJan v. Greenwood, supra, per Bagoallay, L.J., at p. 767 ; compare 
Cock V. Allcoek cfc Co, (1888), 21 Q. B. D. 1, 178, C. A.,pfrlA)rd Esher, M.R., at 
p. 181 ; see Butterfield v. Financial News (1889), 6 T. L. R. 279, C. A. 

(а) Be Boyse, Cro/lon v. Cro/ton (1882), 20 Cn. 1). 760, per Fry, J., at p. 771. 

(б) See Berdan v. Greenwood, sujrra ; Be Boyse, Croftm v. Crofiion, sujrra ; and 
Boss V. JfW/ord, [1894] 1 Ch. 38. The court may in its discretion impose terms 
on the applicant (R, 8. C., Ord. 37, r. 6 ; see BalUm v. Lloyd (1835), 1 Gale, 102). 

(c) It IS not enough to show that it is probable that a poison can give useful 
cvidenco {Lane v. Bagshaw (1865), 16 0. B. 676\ but the materiality of the 
evidence of persons in whose ptosence the facts allegod in the pleadings had 
taken place was assumed {Badddey v. Gilmore (1836), 1 hi. & W. 66). A 
solicitor’s affidavit may be enough to show that witnesses are necessary {ilealy 
V. Young (1846), 2 C. *B. 702). When the examination is to Im at a great 
distance it is as a rule necessary to show that tho evidence is admissible {Lloyd v. 
Kry (1834), 3 Bowl. 263), 

(d) Hou'ard v. Dulan <t* Co, (1895), 11 T. L. R. 461 , C. A., where the court refused 
to accept the excuse that the witnesses might he spirited away if their names 
were made known ; compare Dimond v. Vallanee (1839), 7 Bowl. 690 ; Gunter v. 
M*Tear (1836), 1 M. & W. 201 ; Vow v. Kinnersley (1844), 6 Man. & G. 981 
(names dispense with on payment of money into court) ; hV Hardy v. Hitchcock 
(1848), 11 Beav. 93 ; IFaivirr v. Mosses (1880), 16 Ch. B. 100, C. A. ; Nadin v. 
Basoeit (1883), 26 Ch. B. 21, C. A., per Cotton, L.J., at p. 29; Langtn v. Tata 
(1883^24 Ch. B. 522, C. A. 

(f) THiis may be shown by the party applying, his solicitor, or his solicitor’s 
ders (M^ Hardy v. Hitchcock (1848), 11 Beav. 93). 

(/I R, S. 0., Ord. 37, r. 6 ; County Court Uules, Ord. 18, r. 18 ; Dalton v. 
Lloyd (1836), 1 Gale, 102 (applicant, aefendant, ordered to bring into court the 
amount diimed) ; Sheppard v. Ikdbiac (1886), 30 Sol. Jo. 40 (applicant, defen* 
dant, ordered to pay costs of summons m any event, and give security for costs 
of eommissi<m, osoause the application was made nearly three months after 
notice of trial). 
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before issue has been joined (p), where justice requires that this Sbot. 8. 

course should be taken. A party must not be dilatory in applying When 

for the examination (ft). Exwnlna* 

The application should be made by summons, though under 
special circumstances the order may be made upon an ex parte 
application, but only at the applicant’s risk of its being discharged 
upon sufficient grounds (1). 

As a general rule an order will not be made for a witness to be 
examined ex parte, though a case might possibly arise where it would 
not be absolutely necessary that both parties should attend (j). 

Where evidence is taken under a commission or letters of request, it interrog;*- 
may be ordered to be taken by written interrogatorie8(A) or vivd voce. *®*‘^®*- 

Suw-Sjkct. 1. — Witnesses within the Jurisdniion, 

829. An order may be made for the examination of a witness WitncsM* 
within the jurisdiction either because of the advanced ago of the tb« 
witness (/), or because the witness is dangerously ill(//0, or in such l'^**^**^*-*®® 
a precarious state of health that ho cannot attend the trial with 

safety (?i), or is going abroad on a bond fide voyage or journey of 
necessity (o). 

In criminal cases the dangerous illness of a witness resident 
within the jurisdiction is a ground for taking his depositions out of 
court (p). 

Suii-Sect. 2 . — irilwfMc* Abrowl, 

830. The power of the court to order the examination of Rit«iitof 
witnesses extends to places without the jurisdiction ((/). The 

(ff) Jiraun v. Mdhtt {185.5), 1(5 C, ll, 514 ; f omparo Fiunty v. lletdey 
17 U. B. 8() ; and FJin v. WiUtm flSfill), 75 L. T. Jo. 47 (witnoHH going abroad) ; 

Momkl V. Sletlf (IHll), 8 M. & \V. 300. Similarly in iho l*rol>ato. Divorci?, and 
Admiralty Divinion loavo will, in urgent caaes, Ix) griven to aoiid a coinininHion 
abroad before the ciUtion ha« lieen served {VuWniinf v. Valtrntinr, [1001] 

P. 283; (Jrihhon v. (Jrihhm (1008), 24 T. L. II. IGO). The practice in uivoroo 
cases is regulated by the Matrimonial Caunes Iiu!4>s, rr. 132 -137. 

(/i) Struart V, filaddotit (1877), 7 <'h. 1>. 394 [tunnmimviii rofuiXHl owing to 
dilatoiiiiess of aj>plir4int) ; compare Shntjnird v. /Mtibiar, (1885), 30 Sol, Jo. 40, 

(i) Hidder v. /in\hje« (1881), 20 Ch. iK 1. C. A. ; compare Turner Pnrutnatic 
Tyre Cn, v. l)unloji Tneumaiic Tyre Co. (1897), 75 L. T. 031. 

(/) whore a witness is in imminent daiig<ir of death (sea Warftrr r, 

Moners (1880), 16 Ch. D. 100, (\ A., per Jemsel, M.li., at p. 103). 

(k) So© li. S. C., Ord. 37, rr. 0, Ga, App. K, Form 37 (“Long Order ’*5. 

f aras. 2, 8, 10 ; Fona 37 d. For a full treatment of interrogatoricMi, see title 
)I8C0VKUY ETC, Vol. XI., I>p. 92—113. 

(/) Crammoud v. Thompwn (1895), 11 T. L. B. 572 (witnesses over 70) ; Bidder 
T. Bridges, supra* 

(m) MVxmcr v. Mosees, eupra ; Davis t. Lowtvtee 7 I>owl. 107 (nature 

of complaint must be statea). Whore a witnesses evidence had been rejected 
at the trial, the Court of Appeal allowed it to bo takem before a special examiner 
upon proof that the w-itnoss was dangerously ill {Trraeury Solwiter v. White 
(1886), 53 L. J. P. 79, C. A.). 

(n) Pond V. Dimes (1833), 2 Bowl. 730. As to pregnaDcy, see Abraham ?. 

Newton (1832), 8 Bing. 274 ; It v. Stephenson (1862), Le. St Co, 165, C. C. H.. 

(o) B^amy r. Jones (1802), 8 Ves. 31 ; Pirie v. Iron (1832), 8 BiM. 143; 

Carruihere v. UniAam(1841), 9 Bowl. 947 ; Fischer v. Hahn (1863), 13 0. B. (ir, a) 

659 ; Braun v. MoUeU, supra* 

(p) Indictable Offences Act, 1848 (11 A 12 Yict. c. 42), s. 17, and Oriminal 
Law Amendment Act, 1867 (30 A 31 Viet c. 35), as. 6, 7 ; see title CaiMXjfax 
Law ahd Proceduex, Vol IX., pp. 327, 328. 

(jg) DueheU ^BaH*) r* Williams (1851), 1 Or. A J. 510; OrofU T. UidUdtm 

HJU— XIIL T 



614 


^Dmas. 


Ezamina- 

Uon 

Ordered. 


Witneu 

abroad. 


gtantmg oi an order for the examination of witneases abro/Ki • 
matter of discretion (r), though in ordinatj cases the order 
made upon an affidavit by the party applying to the effect that the 
evidence of the persons whom he seeks to examine is material («) 
and that they cannot conveniently be brought to England (t). An 
order will not be made if, in the opinion of the court, it is essential 
that the witness should be cross-examined at the trial (u). 

Where letters of request (v) in lieu of a commission are applied 
for, the applicant is required to satisfy the court of the facts of 
which proof is required before the order is made (a). 

The court may order that the subject-matter of the action be sent 
out of the jurisdiction in order that it may be identified by the 
witnesses (h). 

The court may order the examination of a party residing abroad. 
But whereas a foreign defendant is primd facie entitled to have 
evidence, including his own, taken at the place where he resides (c), 


n852), 9 Hare, App., xviii. ; Fischer y, Ingataray (1868), E. B. & E. 321 
(commission issuea to foreign court as a court and not as individuals in order to 
comply with foreign law); Rawlins v. Wickham (1858), 4 Jur. (n. b.) 990; 
Edwards v. Bpaight Especial examiners appointed to cross-examine witness 
abroad) ; Londm Bank of Mexico and South America v. Hart (1868). L. E. 6 Eo. 


abroad) ; Londm Bank of Mexico and South America v. Hart (1868), L. E. 6 Eq. 
467 ; Nadin v. Bassett (1883), 25 Ch. D. 21, 0. A. ; Armour v. Walker (1883), 25 
Ch. 1). 673, 0. A, ; Cocky, Allcodak Co. (1888), 21 Q. B. D. 1, 178, 0. A. ; com- 
pare Lawson v. Vacuum Brake Co. (1884), 27 Ch. D. 137, C. A. ; Emanuel v. 
SoUykoff (1892), 8 T. L. E. 331, 0. A. ; Lewis v. Kingsbury (1888), 4 T. L. E. 639, 
C. A., affirming 4 T. L, E. 626 ; Fraser v. Kevins, Welsh d: Co. (1888), 4 T. L. E. 
448, C. A. 

(r) Butterfield y. Financial News (1889), 5 T. L. E. 279, C. A. The exercise 
of this discretion is the subject of review by the Court of Appeal {Berdan v. 
Greenwood (1880), 20 Ch. D. 764, n.,C. A., per Bagoallay, L.J., at p. 767). 

{s) Armour y. Walker, supra; Langen y. Tate (1883), 24 Ch. D. 522, C. A.; 
Nadin v. Bassett, supra ; Cocky. Allcock & Co., supra; The Parisian (1887), is P, D. 
16; Emanuel v. SoUykoff, supra. In the case of criminal proceedings in the 
King’s Bench Division for offences committed in India (see East India Company 
Act, 1772 (^13 Geo. 3, o. 63), s. 4) the Attorney-Generars stutoment that the 
evidence of a person in India is necessary is sufficient, without affidavit, to 
support a rule to order the Indian court to take his evidence {R. v. Douglas 
(1842), 2 Dowl. (n. 8.) 416 ; R. v. Douglas (1846), 16 L. J. (Q. B.) 417 ; compare 
R. V, Jones (1806), 8 East, 31). 

{i) Lawson y. Vacuum Broke Co., supra ; Langen v. Tate, supra. The mere 
fact that the witness is in the employ of the party applying does not prevent 
the order being made (Coc5 v. Allcock ds Co., eupra). An application to examine 
witnesses abroad as to foreign law will not be giunted unless it is shown that 
the evidence cannot be obtained in this coun^ {The M. Moxham (1876), 1 
P. D. 107, O.A.). 

(a) Be^an v. Greenwood, eupra ; Re Boyse, Crofiton y. Crofton (1882), 20 
Ch. D..760; Keeley v. Wakley (1898), 9 T. L. E. 571 (Ubel). 


(v) See p. 611, ante. 

(a) The evidence to be obtained must be material {Ehrmann v. Ehrmann, 
[1896][ 2 Ch. 611, 0. A.). Letters of request wiU not be granted in addition to a 
commission, but may be granted althou^ a s^ial examiner has been appointed 
to take evidence abroad {Masem and Barrv, Ltd. v. Oumptoir d*Escompte (1890), 
38 W. E. 685). Letters oi request wiU not be issued, in a case where no witnesses 
are to be examined, solely for the purpose of obtaining inspection of documents 
{Cape Copper Co. y. Comptoir dfEeionv^ de Paris (1890), 38 W. E. 763). 

v. PutUck, [1898] 2 Q. B. 160, 0. A. ; see Chitty’s Fonna, 13th 

(c) New y. Bums (1894), 64 L. J. (q. b.) 104, 0. A., approving Bose ▼. Wood» 
ford, [1894] 1 Ch. 38; Hunt t. Boberte (1892), 9 T. L. E. 92 ; J&rtmont y. Daly 
(1896), 12 T. L. B. 170, 0. A. 
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a plaintiff who applies for his examination out of court is required ** 

to make out a strong prvmd facie case in support of his applica- When 
tion, and is not entitled to succeed in the absence of a strong Examina- 
affidavit made by himself showing why he cannot attend the triw ^ . 

and why the order should be made (d). An order is more readily 
granted to a plaintiff who is within the jurisdiction to take the 
evidence of other plaintiffs who are remaining abroad (e). 

A second order for examination will only be issued upon sub- 
stantial grounds and in exceptional cases (/*). 

The examination of witnesses resident in a hostile country may be Witness in 
ordered if it is shown to the court to be just and practicable (g). 

Sect. 4, — Taking the Evidence. 

831. When writs of mandamus or commissions are issued to the Taking the 
judges in India, the colonies, or other places in His Majesty’s 
dominions, those judges have the same powers of enforcing the 
attendance and examination of witnesses as they would have in the 
trial of an action in their own courts (ft), and have also power to 
order the examination in the manner and foiin directed by such 
commission or other process (i), and where a commission, man- 
damus, order, or request is addressed to any such judge in a civil 
proceeding, he may nominate some fit person to take the examina- 
tion, or in a criminal proceeding the court to which a mandamus or 
order is addressed, or the chief judge thereof, may nominate a judge 
or magistrate to take the required deposition or examination (A;). 

Where one or more commissioners are appointed by order of the 
court, the mode in which the examination is to be taken is pre- 
scribed in the writ of commission (1). 

When a person is ordered by the court to give evidence (m) or to 
produce documents {n) before an examiner appointed by the court, 
wilful disobedience of the order is contempt of court (a). 


(rf) Fischer v. IJahn (1863), 13 C. B. (n. 8.) 669 ; Castelli v. Oroom (1862), 18 
Q. B. 490; Light v. Antiaaii hland (Governor Co.) (1888), 68 L. T. 26; see 
Nadin v. Bassett ( 1883), 25 Ch. D. 21, C. A., per CoTTOX, L. J., ot p. 29 ; Berdan y. 
Greenwood (1880), 20 Ch. 1). 7G4, C. A. ; Cocky. Allcock dc Co. (1888), 21 a B. D. 
1, 178, 0. A., per Lord EsHKR, M.R., at p. 181 ; Macaulay v. Glass (1902), 47 
Sol. Jo. 71. 

(e) Banque Franco-Eggptienne y. Lutscher (1879), 41 L. T. 468. 

(/) Crawther y, Nelsim (1891), 7 T. L. 11. 663 ; tsee IVestem Bank of New York 
y. Kojcptl (1892), 8 T. L. ll. 36, 286, C. A. 

(g) Oppenheimer y. liohinson South African Banking Co. (1900), Times^ 
Slst January and 3l8t May, C. A.; compare Barrick y. Buba (1866), 16 C. B. 

492 ; see also y. Romney (1745), 1 Amb. 61 ; Cahill y. Shepherd (1806), 12 

Ves. 335. 

(A) See p. 677, ante, and statutes there cited ; Evidence on Commission A(st, 
1831 (1 Wul. 4, c. 22), s. 2; and Debtors (Ireland) Act, 1840 (3 ft 4 Victc. 106), 
«• 

(f) Evidence by Commission Act, 1869 (22 Vict. c. 20). 

(i) Evi<ienoe by Commission Act, 1885 (48 ft 49 Vict. c. 74). 

(1) See R. S. C., App. J, Form 13. Where a oommiMion to take evidsnoe 
abc^ is issued to a single commissioner, it should authorise him to administer 
an oath to himself ( Wiiwn y. dt Coulon (1883), 22 Ch. D, 841). 

{m) R. 8. C., Ord. 37, r. 6. 

(fi) JUd., r. 7 ; County Court Roles, Ord. 18, r. 20. 

(a; WitnesscMi within the jurisdiction should, except in the case of an officer of 
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Evidekce. 


SlOT. 4. 
Taking the 
Evidence. 

Doenmentf 

neceitary. 


Persons required to attend before a duly appointed examiner 
are entitled to the same privileges as to conduct money and expenses 
as witnesses at the trial (b). 

The person appointed by the court as examiner must be furnished 
by the party applying for the examination with a copy of the writ 
and pleadings, if any, or with such documents as are necessary to 
inform him of the question at issue (c). 


The cxamiDt- 832. The examiner has power to administer oaths (d). The 
Uon. evidence is to be taken according to the ordinary rules of examina- 

tion, cross-examination, and re-examination (c), subject to any 
special directions which may be given by the court (/). 

The examiner’s duty is to write down the witnesses’ statements, 
not as a rule in the form of question and answer. These statements 
must be signed by the witnesses, or, if a witness refuse to sign, by 
the examiner himself (g). They form the depositions, to which the 
examiner appends his signature (h). 

If objection be taken to any question (i), the examiner should 
state his opinion as to its admissibility and make a note of the 
objection and of his statement, but he has no power to decide 
whether the question is admissible (/c). 


the court (Re General Financial Bank, [188s] W. N. 47), be summoned by mhpoma 
(R. S. 0., Ord. 37, r. 20 ; Stuart v. BalkU Co. (1884), 63 L. J. (on.) 791). If a person 
refuses to attend, after receiving a subpoena, the court, upon a report from the 
examiner, will order such person to attend at his own expense and to pay the 
costs of the application (R. S. C., Ord. 37, rr. 8, 13, 16). For form of order, see 
Chitty’s Forms, 13th ed,, p. 293, Ko. 14 ; compare County Court Rules, Ord. 18, 
r. 26. If ho still refuses, he may be attached (R. S. C., Ord. 37, r. 8 ; compare 
Uenne^al v. Evance (1806), 12 Ves. 201). A witness refusing to answer may be 
committed for contempt of court {Ex parte Fernandez (1861), 10 C. B. (n. s.) 3 ; 
compare Shurrork v. Lillie (1888), 4 T. L. R. 356; Carew v. Carew, [1891] P. 
360 ; R. S. C., Ord. 37, r. 8 ; County Court Rules, Ord. 18, r. 21). If he attend 
without a subpoena and refuse to answer, the court may order him to answer 
{Cutler V. Wriyht, [1890] W. N, 28). 

(6) R. S. 0., Ord. 37, r. 9 ; County Court Rules, Ord. 18, r. 22 ; see R. S. 0., 
Ord. 66, r. 27 (9); and title Piiactice and Pbooeduke; compare Wentworth 
V. H(^d (No, 2) (1866), 34 Beav. 456. 

t c) R. S. 0., Ord. 87, r. 10; compare County Court Rules, Ord. 18, r. 23. 
d) Ibid., r. 19; compare County Court Rules, Ord. 18, r.32. 
e) IbitL, r. 11 ; compare County Court Rules, Ord. 18, r. 24. 

/) /bid., rr. 21, 22, 23; see Re Dore Qaller^ (1890), 38 W. R. 491, where 
North, J., intimated to the examiner his opinion that applicant's witnesses 
should be cross-examined first 

{g) R. S. C., Ord. 37, r. 12. It is not essential that the evidence should be 
taken down in the examiner's own handwriting {BolUmy. Bolton (1876), 2 Ch. D. 
217). Signature by the examiner of a shorthand transcript is not strictly in 
aooordance with the rule (see Re Dori Qalleru (1890), 88 L. T. Jo. 397) ; but 
this course may be taken if the parties agree {The Knuisford, [1891] P. 219). On 
the question of the costs of the shorthand writer, see Re Jlilleary and Taylor 
n88i), 36 Ch. D. 262, 267, 0. A. In commercial oases a shortliand writer is 
frequently einployed to take down and transcribe the evidence. 

(A) R. S. C., Ord. 37, r. 16; compare County Court Rules, Ord. 18, 
r. 26. 

(i) Unless objection is taken at the examination, it cannot subsequently be 
taken f^inson v. Davies (1879), 6 Q. B. D. 26). 

(A) Buddey v. Cooke (1864), 1 K. & J. 29. An examiner ought not to refuse 
to allow any question to be put unless it is palpably inadmisable (Barr t. 
WiUmsIey (IS6§, L. R. 2 Bq. 439). 
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When a witness objects to answer, the validity of his objection ^£crr. 4. 
is referred to the court, and the witness may be ordered to pay the Taking the 
costs occasioned by his refusal (Z). Evidence. 

Although the parties and their legal representatives have a right 
to be present at the examination (m), the room in which the exami- 
nation is held is not a public court (n). 

833 . Where the examination is taken before one of the examiners Notification 
of the court, he must be notified of the order for an examination examiner, 
in the manner provided by the Rules of the Supreme Court (o). 

It then becomes his duty to give an appointment in writing for 
the examination (;>), and notice must be given to all parties by 
the party prosecuting the order, in the manner provided (^). The 
examiner has power to adjourn the examination de die in diem, 
and to recall witnesses (r). The examiner may, by consent of 
all parties, take the evidence of others than those named in the 
order («). 

The party prosecuting the order is primarily liable for the fees pcai. 
and expenses of an examiner of the court, and may be ordered by 
the court to pay them upon the application of the oxarniner. Such 
an order is made without prejudice to any question on taxation as 
to the party by whom the costs should be borne (a). 

Sect. 5. — Return and Use of the Evidence* 

834 . Whore evidence is taken in accordance with a WTit of Ucturnof 
commission or mandamus issued to a British court abroad, the tha evidence 
return of the commission is to bo made in the manner provided by 

statute (6). 

Where evidence is taken by a commissioner or commissioners in 
accordance with a writ of commission issued by order of the High 
Court, the return of the commission is to be made in accordance 
with the directions in the writ of commission (c). 

Where evidence is taken before an examiner in accordance with 

(/) R. S. C., Ord, 37, rr. 14, 15; County Court Rulos, Ord. 18, it. 27, 

28. 

(m) R. S. C., Ord. 37, r. 11 ; County Court Rules, Ord. 18, r. 2t. A solicitcir’s 
clerk may be heard before an examiner (Vimhos v. Ahatlomrojl (1901), 48 
Sol. Jo. 2). The foes of one counsel only will be allowed on taxation {IJaUowt 
V. Femit (1867), 16 W. R. 175). 

(n) Re Western of Canada Oil, Land$,and Works Co, (1877), 6 Oh. D. 109; 
compare Wright y. Wilkin (1878), 6 W. R. 643 ; and see p, 593, ante, 

(o) R. S. C., Ord. 37, r. 43. 

Ip) It is not always left to the examiner's discretion to fix a time. The time 
may be limited (see Oedge v. Felling, [1892] W. N. 44). 

(q) R. 8. 0., Ord. 37, rr. 44, 45. 

(r; The consent of the witness to any adjournment is not necessary {Re 
Metropolitan {Brueh) EUctrk Light and Power Co., Ex parte Offor (188i), 54 
L. J. (cm) 253). 

(s\ k S. a, Ord.37, r. 46. 

(a) Ibid,, t, 60. As to the fees of examiner, see (bid., rr. 51, 51 a, and App. ; 
and see Linleg v. ffoulder (1903), 88 L. T. 829, C. A. 

(5) East India Company Act, 1772 (13 Geo. 3, e. 63), s. 40; Evidence on 
Commission Act, 1831 (1 Will. 4 , c. 22). 

(c) See E. 8. 0., App. J, Form 13. 
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Evidence. 


Sect. 5. 

Return and 
Use of the 
Evidence. 


Dincrction of 
court in 
admitting 
the evidence. 


Evidence bj 
affidavit. 


the Buies of the Supreme Court, the original depositions (d), 
authenticated by the signature of the examiner (c), must be trans- 
mitted hj him to the Central Office and there filed (/). 

Depositions made before issue joined are not to be received at the 
trial, unless within one month after issue joined (or a longer period 
if allowed by the court) notice in writing of his intention has been 
given by the party intending to use them to the opposite party (g). 

835 . If it appears at the trial that, in spite of objection, evidence 
contained in the depositions has been wrongly admitted, the court 
will, in its discretion, deal with the depositions accordingly (h). 

Depositions may not (apart from consent) be given in evidence 
unless the court is satisfied (1) that the deponent is dead, or (2) 
that he is beyond the jurisdiction (i), or (3) that he is unable 
from sickness (k) or infirmity to attend the trial (1). 

The court will presume, in favour of the admissibility of deposi- 
tions, that examiners have discharged their duties correctly (m). 

A commission is not invalidated merely because the court to 
which it was addressed has been slightly misdescribed (n). 

Sect. 6. — Interlocutoi*y Proceedings — Evidence hy Affidavit. 

836 . Evidence may be given by affidavit on any motion, petition 
or summons (o), but the court may on the application of either 


(<f) It is not sufficient to send copies [Clay v. Sitphenson (1835), 3 Ad. & El. 
807 ; compare R, v. Douglas (1845), 1 Car. & iKir. 670). 

(c) The court will not necessarily refuse to file depositions because the 
examiner has omitted to sign them [Stephens v. Wanklln^ Stephens v. Balway 
(1854), 19 Beav, 586). If the examiner dies without signing the depositions, the 
court may order them to bo filed [Felthouse v. /?at7ey (1866), 14 W. E. 827 ; 
Brvson v. TT arictcA: and Birmingham Canal Co. (1853), 1 W. R. 124). 

(/) E. S. 0., Ord. 37, r. 16. See, as to time for return of depositions, Clark 
V. Oill (1864), 1 E. & J. 19 ; compare Maple v. Stephenson, [1888] W. N. 62. 

{g\ R. S, C„ Ord. 37, r. 24. 

(A) Lumley v. Qye (1854), 3 E. & B. 114 ; see llutchinson v. Bernard (1836), 
2Mood. &R. 1. 

(f) See form of Long Order” for commission, R. S, C., App. K, Form 37, 
para. 10; and Chitty's Forms, 13th ed., 301, No. 33. Evidence of absence 
must bo given by a person who speaks from his own knowledge [Robinson v. 
Murkis (1841), 2 Mo^. & R. 375). As to evidence of absence, see Falconer y. 
//ofMon (1808), 1 Camp. 171, 172; Carruthers v, G^raAam (1841), Oar. ^M. 5; 
Varicas v. French (1849), 2 Car. & Kir. 1008. 

[k) The illness need not necessarily be an incurable one (Beaufort [Duke) v. 
Crawshay (1866), L, R, 1 0. P. 699). 

[l) R. 8. C., Ord. 37, rr. 5, 18. An order to examine witnesses de bene esse 
should not state that their depositions may be given in evidence at the trial, 
for they may be capable of being examined at the trial [Burton v. North 
Staffordshire Rail. Co. (1887), 35 W. R. 536). 

(m) Thus, where it had Men ordered tnat witnesses should be examined 
•oparately, it was presumed that this had been done, thou^ the return was 
silent on the point [Simms v. Henderson (1848), 11 Q. B. 1015). It is 
doubtful whether the court will presume commissioners to have taken the oaUi 
[Urydges v. BranfUl (1841), 12 Sim. 334). As to the presumption, see also 
Amiisv. Po/msr (1821), 4 B. & Aid, 377; OreviUe v. Stvis (1847), 11 Q. B. 
997 ; Hitdkins v. HUehins (1866), L. R. 1 P. & D. 153 ; OriU y, General Iron 
Screw Collier Co. (1866), L.^ 1 C. P. 600 ; Hodges y. C6bh (1867), L. R. 2 Q. B. 
652 ; Richards, Tweedy dt Co. y. Hough (1882), 51 L. J. ( q . b .) 361. 

(n) mVson v. Wilson (1883), 9 P. D. 8, C. A. 

( 0 ) R. S. C., Ord. 38, T. 1 ; Reaney v. HUioU, [1886] W. N. 99 (affidavit naed 
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party order the attendance of a deponent for cross-examination (jp). 
This rule applies only to affidavits as to questions of fact which 
the court has at the time jurisdiction to decide, and does not apply 
to an affidavit verifying the name of the partners in a plaintiffs 
firm (3). It applies to a foreigner making an affidavit (r). 

The court has a discretion to refuse to order the attendance of a 
witness for cross-examination (a), and will in general refuse to 
make such an order under this rule on an affidavit showing cause 
against a garnishee order nisi (h). 

The court may refuse to act on an affidavit where it is not 
possible to cross-examine (c). 

A party intending to use an affidavit in an application in 
chambers in the Chancery Division must give notice to the other 
parties concerned (d). 

All affidavits previously read in court upon any proceedings may 
be used before the judge in chambers (c). 

Any alterations in an account verified by affidavit to be left 
at chambers must be initialled by the officer before whom the 
affidavit is sworn (/*), and documents referred to by affidavit 
are not to be annexed to the affidavit, but are to be referred to 
as exhibits (3). 

When a judge in the Chancery Division has heard a case in 
chambers, he will not receive further evidence in court on a motion 
to discharge the order made in chambers (/i), nor can evidence bo 
filed, after the time which has been fixed for filing evidence has 
elapsed, without special leave (1). 


on further consideration as to costs) ; Kvam v. Letvis (1800), 2 L. T, 669 (but 
not an affidavit merely os to the conduct of the parties). 

(p) E. S. C., Ord. 38, r. 1. When a motion is ordered to stand over to the 
hearing there can be no cross-examination on an affidavit used on the motion 
(Singer v. And$lcy (1871), L. R. 13 Kq. 401). 

(^) Ahrahum* Co, v. Dunlop JMeumatic Tyre Co., [1906] 1 K. B. 46, C. A. 
See also lie Hardwick, lioawell v. Hardwick (1907), 123 L. T. Jo. 322, and 
Practice Note. [1907] W. N. 180. 

(r) .Strauss v Goldschmidt (1892), 8 T. L. E. 239. 

(a; La Trinidad, Lid. v. lirowne, [1887] W. N. 208; Strauss y. (Jdldschmiilt, 
supra. As to the court or officer before whom the cross-examination is to be 
conducted, see Lurnh v. Oshurn, [ISS-l] W. N. 218, and Pyty. Vye, [1886] W. N. 
174 ; Luxmure v. Gordon (1890), 7 T. L. E. 160. 

e jeffris V. Tomlinson (1886), 3 T. L. E. 193. 

Shea V. Green (1886), 2 T. L. E. 633. An interim order may be made 
ing cross-examination v. James (1886), 32 Ch. D. 326, 331), or even 

in an exceptional case an order for committal {Wordsworth ▼. Suyden (No. 2) 
(1888), 32 Sol. Jo. 743). 

{d) E. S. C., Ord. 38, r. 20. See Downing v. Falmouth United Sewerage Board 
(1887), 37 Ch. I). 234, 242, 243, C. A. 

(#■) E. S. C., Ord. 38, r. 21. Under E. 8. C., Ord. 37, r. 26, evidence taken 
at the trial may be used in any subsequent proceedings in the same cause, and 
on ex parte applications evidence in another cause may, by leave of the court, 
be read (i S. C., Ord. 37, r. 3). 

(/) E. S. C., Ord. 38, r. 22. 

Ig) As to the right to inspection of exhibits, see Re Hinchliffe (a Person of 
Unsound Mind), Deceased, [1896] 1 Ch. 117, C. A, per A. L. Sritr, L.J., at 
p. 120 ; and Bloane v. Britain Steamship Co., [1897] 1 K. B. 186, 0. A. 

(h) Re Munrw and Longden (1884). 32 W. B. 676; ReMarsden^s EsiaU (1889), 
40 Oh. D. 475. 

(f) Re Chifferiel, Chifferid v. Watson (1888), 36 W. E. 806. 


8bot. 6. 
Inter- 
locutory 
Proceedings 
—Evidence 
by Affidavit 
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Sbot. 7 . 
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Trial on 
affldETit bj 
consent 


Power of 
court to 
refuse such 
efidence. 


Shot. 7. — Trial on AffidaviU, 

Sub-Sect. 1. — By Content, 

837. At the trial of any action or at any assessment of damages, 
the evidence may be taken by affidavit, provided that there has b^n 
an agreement between the solicitors of all parties that it shall be so 
taken (j). This agreement must be a formal consent in writing (fc), 
and need not apply to the taking of the whole of the evidence (1). 
The court has no power to order that the evidence be taken in 
this manner (?m), though a party who unreasonably withholds his 
consent may be ordered to pay the costs of the motion to have the 
evidence taken by affidavit (n). 

In the case of infants or persons of unsound mind, the consent 
may be given by a guardian ad litem (o), and where the guardian 
ad litem of an infant gives his consent the leave of the court is not 
necessary (p). 

Unless the agreement states that the evidence shall be taken by 
affidavit only, a witness present in court for the purpose of being 
cross-examined on his affidavit may give fresh evidence on behalf of 
the party for whom he has made the affidavit (^). 

A consent that the evidence shall be taken by affidavit is equiva- 
lent to an agreement that the action shall be tried by a judge 
without a jury (r). 

838. The court, if it considers the affidavit unsatisfactory, has 
power to exclude affidavit evidence altogether, and to direct that the 
same shall not be used, but that witnesses shall be examined orally 
at the trial («). 

Where, after the agreement has been made, a party is for good 
cause unable to obtain affidavit evidence, the proper course is to 
take out a summons to be relieved from the agreement. The court 
will, in a proper case, order that a reluctant witness be examined 
vivd voce at the trial, or will, at the option of the other party, dis- 
charge the agreement and direct that all the evidence be taken vivd 
voce (t). 

An applicant is at liberty to read the respondent’s affidavits 
notwithstanding the objection that on his own affidavits no case is 
made requiring an answer (a). 

(y) R. S. 0., Ord. 37, r. 1. 

(i:) AVto Brewery Co, v. Hannah (1876), 1 Ch. D. 278. 

(/) MiUer v. Jhvyer (1891), 27 L. B. Ir. 610. 

(m) Gardiner v. Hardy, [1876] W. N. 163. 

(n) Baiterton v. Wooler (1876), 2 Ch. D. 686. 

(o) KnaUhhM v. FowU (1876), 1 Ch. D. 604 ; ISgg<M v. Toogood, [1904] W. N. 
130; see Laweon y. Quare (1887), 32 Sol. Jo. 24, where Ohitty, J., held that 
in certain oaaee it was not right that ooimeel on behalf of infants should agree 
that an action should be tried on affidavit evidence. 

ip) Fryer v. TTweman (1876), 46 L. J. (CH.) 199. 

Qlouop V. Htdon and leleworth Local Board (1878), 47 L. J. (CH.) 636. 

r) Brooke v. IT^ (1878), 8 Ch. D. 610, C. A. 

Lovell V. WaUu (1883), 63 L. J. (CH.)_494. 

(Q Warner v. Moeeee (1880), 16 Ub. 1). 100, 0. A.; and see Winfield y. 
Shoolhred, (16801 W. N. 192. 

(a) Be MargeUan and J<me$, [1897] 2 Gb. 314, 317, 319. 
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839. In the absence of any special agreement between the parties 
or of any direction of the court, the plaintiff must file his afSdavits 
and deliver a list of them to the defendant or his solicitor within 
fourteen days after the consent for taking evidence by affidavit has 
been given (6). The defendant is then allowed fourteen days within 
which to deliver a list of his affidavits (c). Within a further seven 
days the plaintiff must deliver a list of his affidavits in reply, which 
can only deal with matters strictly in reply (rf). If affidavits filed 
by the plaintiff in reply are not confined to matters strictly in reply, 
the court will not regard them, or it may give leave to the defendant 
to answw them 

A party desiring the production of a deponent for cross- 
examination at the trial may, within fourteen days next after the 
end of the time allowed for filing affidavits in reply, serve upon the 
party on whose behalf the deponent has made the affidavit a notice 
requiring the production of the deponent at the trial (/). 

The notice must be for the production of the deponent on 
the occasion, whatever it is, on which the inquiry and hearing 
and determination are to take place, and the affidavit is to be 
used (jj). 

It is doubtful whether this rule applies in the case of a witness 
who is resident beyond the jurisdiction (It). In Admiralty references, 
however, a deponent who is a party to the action, and is resident 
abroad, may be required hy the registrar to attend in this country 
for cross-examination (t). 

Where notice is given and a witness is not produced, his affidavit 
cannot bo used as evidence unless by the special leave of the court 
or a judge (k). This penalty, however, docs not relieve a party 
from the obligation of attending at bis own expense where a 
iubpcena has been issued (/). 

840. The fact that a deponent does not api)ear before an 
examiner to be cross-examined is no ground for taking his evidence 
off the file before the hearing (?;?). 

Leave to cross-examine will not be granted until the affidavit 
evidence is complete (n). A judge in chambers may refuse to 


(b) R. S. C., Ord. 38, r. 25. 

(c) Ibid., r. 26. 

? J) Ibid.t r. 27. This order, however, ha« not altered the practice which has 
always prevailed in the Court of Chancery of allowing a plaintiff to file affidavits 
in reply which bring forward additional witnesses (J^mrock v. Harper (1877), 7 
Oh. D. 648 ; and see Adair v. Youpg (1879), 40 L. T. 61 ; and /foe v. 2>aviu 
(1876), 2 Ch. D. 729). 

Qidhert V. Ckmedg Opera Co, (1880), 16 Ch. D. 594. 

) B, S. 0.. Ord. 38, r. 28. 

Concha V. Concha (1886), 11 App. Cas. 541. 

f Be Moray, Concha (1886), .12 Ch. D, 133, C. A., per Bowe.v, L.J., at p, 
affirmed $uh nom. Concha v. Concha, iupra ; and see per Lord IIekScheix, 
L.C., atp. 659. 

• (0 The Paruian (1887), 13 P. D. 16. 

(k) B. 8. C., Ord. 38, r. 28. 

“ Be Baker, Connell v. Baker (1885), 29 Ch. D. 711 ; R. 8. 0.. Ord. 87, 


i; 


fi») Meyridt v. Jame$ (1877), 46 L. 3. (cH.) 679. 
[n) MiUr T. Kirby (1887), 82 Sol. Jo. 189. 
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allow a party to adduce farther evidence after the evidence has been 
completed and that party has cross-examined (o). 

A person, whether a party to the cause or not, who has made an 
affidavit, cannot withdraw the affidavit when cross-examination is 
threatened (p). 

A deponent can be cross-examined under this rule, even where 
the affidavit has not been used by the party who filed it (g). 

The party who produces a deponent for cross-examination is not 
entitled to demand the expenses thereof from the party requiring 
the production (r), even in the case of the cross-examination of a 
deponent not at the trial of the action, but before a master in 
chambers («). 

A part^ can compel the attendance of a deponent for cross- 
examination by subpoena (t). 

Where evidence is taken by affidavit, the affidavits must be printed, 
and notice of trial must be given at the same time after the close of 
the evidence as in other cases is provided after the close of the 
pleadings (a). Further affidavits may, however, be printed with the 
consent of all interested parties, or by order of the court or a judge (a), 
and evidence filed after notice of trial may, when taken under a 
judge’s order, be used at the trial {b). 

841 . In default actions in rem^ and in references in Admiralty 
actions, evidence may be given by aflSdavit (c), but it is in the dis- 
cretion of the registrar to refuse to give weight to such evidence 
until after cross-examination of a deponent on his affidavit, and a 
deponent resident abroad may, if a party to the action, be required 
to attend in this country for cross-examination {d). In actions of 
limitation of liability, where the defendant only puts the plaintiff 
to proof of bis case, without raising any special defence, the practice 
is for the entire evidence to be given on affidavit ; and in other 
contested Admiralty actions certain matters are in practice proved 
by affidavit {e), 

Sub-Sect. 2. — By Order of Court, 

842 . The court or a judge may for sufficient reason order that 
any particular fact or facts may be proved by affidavit, or that the 


(o) lie Davies f hsard v. Lambert (1890), 44 Ch. D. 253, 0. A. 

(p) Be Quartz Hill etc, Co., Ex parte Young (1882), 21 Ch. D. 642, 0. A, ; 
ClarKe v. Law (1865), 2 K. & J. 28 ; see also Pike v, Dickinson (1873), 21 W. E, 
8G2, and Be Sykes* $ Trusts (1862), 2 John. & H. 415. 

(q) Be Ottaway, Ex parte CAi7<f (1882), 20 Ch. D, 126, 0. A., per Jesssl, M.B., 
at p. 127. 

(r) B. S. 0., Ord. 38, r. 28. 

(«) Backhouse v. Alcock (1885), 28 Oh. D. 669 ; and see Be Baker, Connell v. 
BdW (1885), 29 Ch. D, 711, Aiansel y. Clanricarde (1885), 54 L. J. (ou.) 982, 
and Be Working Men's Mutual SodeAy (1882), 21 Oh. D. 831. 

J () E. 8. 0*, Ord. 38, r. 29. As to subpoena generally, see p. 577, ante, 

a) Ibid,, r. 30. This order does not apply, in the Prooate, Divoroe, and 
miralty Division, to default actions in rem, or to references in actions, or to 
actions for limitation of liability, unless the court or a judge idiall otherwise 
order. 

1 5) TTarifi^y. Laosy (1876), 24 W. E. 318. 

e) E. 8. 0., Ord. 37, r. 2 ; and see title Admibalty, VoL I., p. 119. 
d) The Parisian (1887), 18 P. D. 16. 
e) See title Adiciraltt, YoL L, p. 110. 
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affidavit of any witness may be read at the hearing or trial, on such 7. 

conditions as may be thought reasonable (/)• The rule relates onlj Trial on 
to the trial of an action, and on a motion for judgment the court Affidavits, 
has no power to order that the evidence be taken by affidavit O/). 

The order may be made at any time : thus, in administration 
actions, the court has power, if it thinks fit, to receive affidavit 
evidence on further consideration after the chief clerk has made his 
certificate (h). 

Again, where there has been no judgment in an action, but merely 
an order in chambers for accounts, the court, on further considera- 
tion, may allow an affidavit to be read which has not been before 
the chief clerk (t). 

The rule as to proving facts by affidavit only applies to the proof 
of isolated facts, and the court will not allow execution and attesta- 
tion of a will to be proved by affidavit, even where none of the 
parties cited have appeared (A), though where it fippoars that 
every effort to trace the attesting witnesses of a will has failed, an 
affidavit made by one of them may be admitted as secondary evidence 
of execution (/). 

The following are instances where the court has made an order K^amplci. 
allowing the proof of isolated facts by affidavit : — 

(1) In a suit for revocation of probate the court allowed an 
affidavit made by one of the attesting witnesses eight years pre- 
viously to be admitted, it having appeared that every effort had 
been made to find the witness (m). 

(2) At a trial on vivd voce evidence an affidavit filed on an inter- 
locutory motion was admitted, although the deponent was since 
deceased, and had not been cross-examined (n). 

(3) The court ordered that the evidence of two witnesses resident 
in New South Wales should be taken on affidavit in an assessment 
of damages by a master (o), 

843 . Where it appears to the court or judge that the other whenorUcr 
party bond fide desires the production of a witness for cross- 
examinatiorj, and that such witness can be produced, no order will 
be made authorising the taking of the evidence of such witness on 
affidavit (p). 

(/) B. S. a. Ord. 37. r. 1. 

C^) EllU V. JiobbinB (1881), 60 L. J, (cil.) 512. 

(h) May V. Newton (1887), 34 Ch. D. 347 ; and see lie ReviU, Leigh v. Rumi^y 
(1886), 55 L. T. 542, where on further consideration of an administration action 
an affidavit was allowed to bo read which referred to the evidence of one of the 
parties between judgment and further consideration, but not one as to conduct 
of party be^re the action. 

(is Re Michad^ Dueaa v. Lewin, [1885] W. N. 104 ; 52 L. T. 609. 

\k) Cook v. Tounlineon (1876), 24 W. K. 861. 

(Q Ilayee v. WHlie (1906), 75 L. J. (p.) 86. In Drewiti v. DrtwiU (1888), 58 
L. T. 684, an affidavit xnaae under similar circumstances was allowed to hs 
read on the ground the witness was engaged in giving evidence in another 
case. 

(m) OornaU v. M<uon (1887), 12 P. D. M2. 

n) Eluu V. Oriffith (1877), 46 L, J. (CH.) 806. 

^o) Mocdonald t. Anielni€, PetUrton » Co*, £18843 W. N. 72, 

'j») U. 8. C., Old. 87, r. 1. 
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Evidence. 


Scot. 7. This provision is in accordance with the general role that 
Trial on evidence is not admissible against a party nnless that party has the 
Affidavits, opportunity of testing it by cross-examination (g), nor does the fact 
that an affidavit has been used on an interlocutory application give 
any right to read it at the trial (r). 


Sub-Sbot. 3. — In County Court, 

Evidence 844 . Evidence in the county court must ordinarily be given 
in county x)oce^ and even where evidence is required or permitted to be 

taken by aflidavit, such evidence must nevertheless be taken 
orally on oath if the court, on any application at or before the trial, 
60 directs. But the judge may at any time, for sufficient reason, 
order that any particular fact or facts may be proved by affidavit, 
on such conditions as he may think reasonable (a). 

Where, however, a party bond fide desires the production of a 
witness for cross-examination, and such witness can be produced, 
the judge will not order his evidence to be given by affidavit (6). 

Notice of intention to use affidavits at the trial may be given, 
subject to compliance with the conditions imposed (c). 

The judge may, if he thinks fit, on the hearing of a judgment 
summons, admit as evidence the affidavit of a judgment creditor 
or debtor who does not reside within the district of the court where 
the summons is heard {d). 

In proceedings under the Trustee Relief Acts, the Trustee Acts 
(other than proceedings under s. 42 of the Trustee Act, 1893), 
or relating to the maintenance or advancement of infants, or under 
the Settled Land Acts, 1882 to 1890, or the Guardianship of Infants 
Act, 1886, all facts are to be proved by affidavit, unless the judge 
otherwise directs (e). 

Adrairaity 846 . On an assessment of damages in Admiralty references, 
rcfewncoB. evidence may bo given by affidavit where a witness resides not less 
than ten miles from the registrar’s office, or in any other case by 
consent of the parties (/). The adverse party, however, has the 
right to require a deponent to attend the reference for cross- 
examination (/ ). The cross-examining party will be liable to pay 
the costs of the attendance if the registrar considers that it was 
unnecessarily called for (/). 


( 9 ) See AUtn v. Allen^ [1894] P. 248, C. A., per Lopes, L.J., at p. 253. 

W Perkins v. Slater (1875), 1 Ch. D. 83 ; Plackbum Union v. irooAw (1877), 
7 Oh. D. 68 . In bankruptcy proceedings evidence is generally given by affidavit, 
but deponents may be cross-examined on their affidavits by notice {Re Ottaway, 
Ex parte Child (1882), 20 Ch. D. 126, G. A.). As to Admiralty actions, see 
£. 8 . 0., Ord. 38, rr. 28, 30, and The Parisian (1887), 13 P. D. 16. 

(o) County Court Rules, Ord. 18, r. 1 ; and title County Courts, Vol. VIII., 
p. 531. 

(5) County Court Rules, Ord. 18, r. 2 . This rule corresponds to R. S. C., 
37, r. 1 ; see pp. 609 et seq,, ante, 

(c) See title County Courts, Vol. \Tn., p. 531. 

Id) County Court Rules, Ord. 25, r. 37. 

(e) County Court Rules, Ord. 38, r. 5. This rule applies to appucations as 
to funds in court (County Court Buies, Ord. 38, r. 23). 

(/) County Court Rules, Ord. 89, r. 100 . 
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Sect. 8. — Form and ContenU oj AfidaviU. 

^ 846 . Affidavits are to be drawn up in the first person and 
divided into paragraphs numbered consecutively, each of which, 
as far as possible, must bo confined to a distinct jiiortion of the 
subject. Every affidavit must bo written or printed bookwise (h). 
No costs are to be allowed in respect of an aifidavit which 
substantially departs from the rule(0. 

Every affidavit must be intituled in the cause or matter in which 
it is sworn, but the names of the first plaintiff and defendant are 
BuflScient where there are more than one ; and the costs of any 
prolixity are to be disallowed by the taxing officer (/f). 

Every affidavit must state the description and true place of abode 
of the deponent, and where there is more than one deponent the 
names of each must be inserted (/). 

An affidavit in a contemplated action should be intituled both 
in the contemplated action and in the matter of the Judicature 
Acts (m), 

847 . Affidavits must deal only with facts which the witness can 
prove of his own knowledge, except on interlocutory applications, 
w^here statements as to a deponent’s belief are admitted, provided 
the grounds of such belief are stated, but not otherwise (n). An 


(^g) An affidavit rnado in tho third porxon sworn in tho Unitod Stiitos, whoro 
it IS iht* j,raoticM» so to swear tlu'iri, wjis allowed to bo (ilnl in Blaviey v. likimeyt 
[1902] W. N. 138, following lie Huelmnd 0805). 12 L. T. 303. 

(A) TX. S. C., Ord. 38, r. 7. For fonnal parte of an atlidavit, boo Danioirs 
Chancery Fonns, 6th ed., pp. 3—5; (Uiitiys Forms, 13lh oil., p. 74*1. As to 
commencement of affidavit, seo PhillipB v. Prentice (1813), 2 llaro, 542; lie 
Newton (\860), 2 Do G. F. & J. 3, C. A. ; Allen v. Tuglur (1870), h. U. 10 K<j. 52. 

(f) B. S. C., Ord. 38, r. 7. The court has power ti> rocoivo dofoctivo affidavits 
under Ord. 38, r. 14 ; soo Jlarlork v. Aahhcrry {IHS3), 28 Sol. Jo. 20 ; Edderwea v. 
Argetdine Loan and Agei\cy Vo. (1890), 69 D, J. (cJl ) 392, C. A, ; Galea v. 
Bmkland {\8iA). 13 W. U. 07 ; lie Ileymann^ Ex jKirte Ileymann (1872), 7 Ch. 
App. 488 ; Dtiwn v. YearUijt [1874] W. N. 168; lie London Aaphalte Vo. (hK)7), 
23 T. L. E. 406; Untlerdawn v. Stannard, [1871] W. N. 171 ; J*earaon v. Wilcox 
(1853), 10 llure, App., xxxv. 

ik) E. S. C., Ord. 38, r. 2 ; bco Mackenzie v. Mackenzie (1852), 5 De Q. A; Sm. 
338; Salevige v. Tuiltm (1809), 20 L. T. 300 ; Blarney v. Blarney, aujera ; Uawu 
V. Bam/ord (1839), 9 Sim. 653 ; Be Varieg Iron Worka Wealeyan Chapel [1853), 
10 Hare, App.. xxxvii. ; Fiaher v. Coffiy (1855), 1 Jur. fN. 8.) 956; tinder- 
down V. Stannard, aupra ; Whiting v. B^aelt (18721, L. K, 14 Eq. 70. Af 
to affidavit verifying a statutory declaration luado abroad, see Practice Note, 
[1907] \V. N. 180, and Be Hardwick, lioawdl v. Hardwick (1907), 123 D. T. Jo. 
322. 

(/) E. S. 0., Ord. 38, rr. 8, 9. If affidavit of all depononte is taken at one 
time it is sufficient to state that it was sworn by each of the ** above-named ** 
deponents. As to afEdavite by parties to the action, see Crocket v. Biahton 
(1815), 2 Madd. 446. As to the description of the deponent, see a Filing 
Department Notice (dated December 4th, 1902), and Be Orde (1883), 24 Oh. D. 
271, C. A. ; Be Honoi^i (1886), 55 L. T. 373, C.E. ; Be Dodeworth, Spence v. 
Dodewortk, [1891] 1 Ch. 657. 

(w) Yaang v. Brasaey (1875), 1 Ch. D. 277. 

(«) E. S. Ord. 38. r. 3 ; /ie New Callao Co. (1882), 30 W. E. 647 ; Jls Yimng 
(J. L) Manufaduriny Co., Ltd., [1900] 2 Ch. 753, C. A. An attested copy of a 
document may be exhibited as affording nounds for belief^ altboo^ no 
evidence is a^noed to account for non-pioduction of the origwal (fijpenosr T. 
Bailey (1892), 93 L. T. Jo. 223). 
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affidavit of information and belief mast state the source of informa- 
tion and belief (o). 

For the purpose of this rule, those applications only are 
considered interlocutory which do not decide the rights of the 
parties, but are made for the purpose of keeping things in statu qm 
till the rights can be decided, or for the purpose of obtaining some 
direction of the court as to the conduct of the cause (p). 

The costs of affidavits containing unnecessary matters of hearsay 
or argumentative matter, or copies of or extracts from documents (g), 
are to be paid by the party filing the same (7*). 

The court has an inherent right to take an affidavit off the file 
for prolixity («). 

The court may order any matter which is scandalous to be struck 
out from any affidavit, and may order the costs of the application 
to be paid as between solicitor and client (a). 

Affidavits containing any interlineation, alteration, or erasure 
cannot, as a rule, be read without leave of the court, unless the 
alterations are initialled by the officer taking the affidavit (b). 

Unless a commissioner to administer oaths expresses the time 
when and the place where he takes an affidavit, it will not be 
permitted to be filed or enrolled without the leave of the court 
or a judge (c). A commissioner must also express the time when 
and the place where he does any other act incident to his office (d). 
He should state his title as commissioner (e). 

(o) lie Young {J. L,) Manufacturing Co., Ltd.y [1900] 2 Ch. 763. C. A ; Quartz 
mu Conavlidatea Oold Mining Co, v. Ikall (1882), 20 Ch. 1). 601, C. A.; see 
also Bonnard v. Perrymany [1891] 2 Ch. 209. 287, 288, C. A. ; Lurnlvy y. 
Osborney [1901] 1 K. B. 632 ; Bidder v. Bridges (1884), 26 Ch. D. 1, C. A. 

{p) Gilbert V. Endean (l^'i%)y 9 Ch. D. 259, 268, 269, C. A. ; and see Bird v. 
Lake (1863), 1 lloiri, & M. 111. In Be Anthony Birrtll Pearce 6V., Boig y. 
Anthony BirreH J^eitrce Co., Be Samcy Oroos v. Same, [1899] 2 Ch. 50, an 
adidayit founded on statements of an infonnant who might have been subpoenaed 
was not allowed; see also Be Palmes, Palmes y. /?., [1901] W. N. 146, and 
l^ctice Note, [1876] W. N. 69. As to aflidavit eyiaence on a motion for 
ludgment when there is an infant defendant, see Cheek y. Cheeky [1910] 
W. N. 37. As to an affidavit yerifying a cause of action under E. S. C., Ord. 14, 
r. 1, see Lagos y. Orunwaldt, [1910] 1 K. B. 41, and compare Chirgwin v. Bussell 
(1910), Times, 20th October. 

‘q) Hirst y. Procter, [1882] W. N. 12. 

r) E. S. 0., Ord. 38, r. 3. 

y. PooU (1882), 21 Ch. D. 836; Hill y. HarUDavis (1884), 28 
Ch. D. 470, C. A. 

(а) E. S. C., Ord. 38, r. 11. For cases where affidavits were ordered to be 
taaen off the file, see Goddard y,Parr (1856), 24 L. J. (cii.) 783 ; Kernick y. Kernick 
(1864), 12 W. E. 336 ; Osmaston y. Land Financiers Association, [1878J W. N. 
101. As to expunging such matter as is deemed scandalous, see Warner y. 
Mosses, [1881] W. N* 69, 0, A.; Cracknall y. Janson (1879), 11 Ch. D. 1, 
C. A., per Fry, J., at p. 13 ; Re Jtssopp, [1910] W. N. 128 (matter irreleyant, 
but not scandalous, cannot be struck out). 

(б) E. & C., Ord. 38, r. 12 ; see OiU y. GillKtrd (1852), 9 Hare, App., xyi. 
A master in the King's Bench Diyision has no jurisdiction to initial an affidayit 
sworn in an action in the Chanceiy Division (Ee Cloake (1891), 61 L. J. (cn.) 69). 

(c) E. S. O., Ord. 38, r. 6* 

(d) Ibid. 

(«) Be Chapman, Ex parte Johnson (1884), 26 Ch. D. 838, 0. A. Other cases deal* 
ing with irregulanties in the jurat are B, y. Bloxham {Inhabitanis) (1844), 8 Jur. 
1117 ; Sddowes v. AfpentiM Doan and Agency Co, (1890), 69 L. J. (cu.) 392, G. A 
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The parties cannot waive irregularities in the form of a jurat (/), 
but in a case where the place of swearing is omitted the court may 
possibly assume that the place was within the area in which the 
notary before whom it was taken was certified to have jurisdiction, 
and the irregularity may be overlooked (p). 

Wiiere an affidavit is sworn by a blind or illiterate person, the 
officer taking the affidavit must certify that it was read over in 
his presence to the deponent, and that the latter seemed perfectly 
to understand it, and made his signature in the presence of the 
officer {h). It is not sufficient to prove that the affidavit was rea<l 
over to the witness by the person who prepared it, and that the 
witness appeared to understand it (i). 

Sect. 9 . — ]llio may take Affidaviii. 

848. Affidavits may be sworn in England before a judge, district 
registrar, commissioner to administer oaths, or certain other 
officers empowered by statute or rule to administer oaths {k\ 

The following officers are empowered to administer oaths in 
matters in the Supreme Court: — (1) Every master and first or 
second class clerk in the filing and record department of the 
Central Office if) ; (2) chancery masters (w) ; (3) taxing officers (n) ; 
(4) district registrars (o) ; (5) officers of the court or other 
persons directed to take the examination of any person or 
witness ( p) ; (6) arbitrators and umpires {q) ; (7) commissioners 
to administer oaths (r) ; (8) commissioners appointed under the 
Commissioners for Oaths Acts, 1889, 1890, 1891 («) ; (9) first and 
second class clerks in the bills of sale department (0 ; (10) first and 
second class clerks in the Crown Office (a). 

An officer of the court or other person directed to take the 
examination of any witness or person may administer an oath (&). 


{/) rifkinyton v. Iliinnworih (1835), 1 Y. A 0. (EX.) ol2. 

(</) Mtxk V. Ward (1853), 10 Iluro, i. 

\h) B. S. 0 , Ord. 38, r. 13 ; 8e© Feruyhouyh v. Naylor (1875), 23 W. E. 228; 

V. Christopher (1811 ), 1 1 Sim. 409. The attestation by a master is evidouoe 

that the deponent was regularly sworn, and that the signature is his signature 
ill V. Ikneou (1810), 2 Camp. 508). 

(i) he Lonystaffe^ DlenJcurnv. Lonnstaffe (1884), 54 L. J. (cil.)516; but see 
Verner v. Cochrane (1889), 23 L. E. Ir. 422. As to a deponosit who could not 
sign or moke a mark, see R» v. Holloway (1001), 05 J. P. 712. 

(k) B. S. a, Ord. 38, r. 4. 

(l) B. S. C., Ord. 61, r. 6. 

(m) B. S. C., Ord. 65, r. 16. Chancery masters were formerly styled chief 
clerks. 

(n) E. S, 0.. Ord. 65, r. 27 (25). ^ ^ ^ 

(o) Judicature Act. 1873 (36 & 37 Vict. o. 66), e. 62 ; B. 8. C., Ord. 35, 
r. 6. 

(p) E. 8. C., Ord. 37, r. 19; see Commissioners for Oaths Act, 1889 (52 dk 

63 Vict c. 10). s. 2. . 

■q) Arbitration Act, 1889 (52 A 53 Vict. c. 49), a 7 (a). 

^ ) Judicature Act, 1873 (36 A 37 Vict c. 66), ss. 77. 82, 84. 

I 52 A 53 Vict, c. 10 ; 53 A 54 Vict c. 7 ; 54 A 55 Vict. c. 50. 

Bills of Sale Acts Buies, r. 12. 

laj Crown Office Buies, 1906, r. 7. 

(5) E. 8. C., Ord. 37, r. 19. As to the appointment of oonunissioners, see 
Ocmimssioners for Oaths Act, 1889 (52 A 53 Vict c. 10), m. 1, 2 ; Judioatuie 
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Beot. 9. 
Who may 
take 

Affidavits. 

Solicitor to 
parties to 
an action. 


Affidavit 
made out 
of the 

jurisdiction. 


No affidavit is sufficient if sworn before the party on whose 
behalf the affidavit is to be nsed, or before his solicitor or bis 
solicitor’s agent, correspondent, clerk, or partner (c), even where 
the affidavit is sworn before one of the partners of the country firm 
of solicitors in a case where the name of the London solicitors 
appears alone on the record (d), or where an affidavit is sworn 
before a country solicitor who is the “ correspondent” of the party’s 
London solicitors (c). 

An affidavit of the execution of a bill of sale sworn before the 
solicitor for the grantor has been held to be insufficient (/). 

849 . In places out of the jurisdiction of the court, which are 
under the dominion of His Majesty, affidavits may be sworn and 
taken before any judge, court, notary public, or person authorised 
to administer oaths in the place where the affidavit is taken (^). 

In foreign parts, out of His Majesty’s dominions, affidavits may 
be sworn before any of His Majesty’s consuls or vice-consuls (h), 
and any person having authority to administer an oath in a place 
out of His Majesty’s dominions may take an affidavit required to be 
used in England (t). 


Act, 1873 (36 & 37 Vict. o. 66), sa. 77, 82, 84. As to the duration of the com- 
misBion, see Ward v. Oamgee (1891), 65 L. T. 610 ; Shrapnel v. Qamgee (1891), 

8 T. L. E. 9. By the Oaths Act, 1909 (9 Edw. 7, c. 39), a. 3, the word “ officer’* 
in that Act means and includes any and every person duly authorised to 
administer oaths. 

(c) E. S. C., Ord. 38, rr, 16, 17 ; Re Hogan (1764), 3 Atk. 813 ; Wood v. Harpur 
(1840), 3 Bcav. 290 ; Ilopkin v. Hopkin (1853), 10 Ilare, App., ii. ; Bourke 
V. Davie (1889), 44 Ch. D. 110, per Xay, J., at p. 126. By the Commissioners 
for Oaths Act, 1889 (52 & 53 Vict. c. 10), s. 1 (3), a commissioner is forbidden to 
administer an oath in any proceeding in wnich he is solicitor to any of the 
parties, or in which he is interested. 

(d) Northumherland (Duke) v. Todd (1878), 7 Ch. D. 777. 

(f) Parkinson v. Orawshay, [18941 W. N. 85 ; see also Foster v. Harvey (No. 1) 
(1863), 11 W. E. 899 ; Re Gregg, Re Prance (1869), L. E. 9 Eq. 137. 

(/) Baker v. Ambrose^ [1896] 2 Q. B. 372. 

\g\ E. S. C., Ord. 38, r. 6. 

(/«) Ibid, The Commissioners for Oaths Act, 1889 (52 & 53 Vict. o. 10), a. 6, 
enacts that an affidavit sworn in a foreign place before any of the following 
officials shall be as effectual as if duly sworn in the United Kingdom : — British 
ambassadors, envoys, ministers, charg§B d'affaires, secretaries of an embassy or 
legation, consuls-general, consuls, vice-consuls, acting consuls, pro-consuls, 
consular agents. Acting oonsuls-general, acting vice-consuls, and acting 
consular agents are added by the Commissioners for Oaths Act, 1891 (54 & 65 
Vict. c. 60). 8. 2. 

(i) Commissioners for Oaths Act, 1889 (52 & 53 Vict c. 10), s. 3. As to the 
application of this Act to bankruptcy affidavits, see Re Magee, Ex parte Magee 
(1885), 15 Q. B. D. 332. As to the necessity for an affidavit verifying Uie 
signature of a foreign magistrate, and as to the authority of such magii&ate, 
see (hneallyy, Neuml (1807), 8 East 364 ; Haggitt v. Jniff 0854), 6 De G. M. & O. 
910, 0. A. ; ReEarVe Truet (1858), 4 K. & J.'ffOO, C. A, ; Mayne v. Butter (1864), 
13 W. E, 128 ; Levitt v. Levitt (1865), 2 Hem. & M. 626 ; Hayward v. Stephens 
(1866), 36 L. J, (CH.) 135 ; Re Ktnah's Trusts (1867), 15 Vf. E. 781; Lees v, 
Lees, [18681 W. N. 268; Re DavU's Trusts (1869), L. E. 8 Eq. 98; Cooke v. 
irt% (1884), 25 Ch. D. 769 ; De Lorn v. Huhbard, [1883] W. N. 197 ; BritRebank 
V. Smith (1884), 50 L. T. 491 ; Cooper v. Moon, [1884] W. N. 78 ; Sharpe v. 
Jackson (1904), 39 L. J. 400 ; Re London Asphalte Co, (1907), 23 T. L. E 406 (an 
affidavit sworn in Germany before a notary whose signature was attested by the 
s^l of the British Consulate was allowed to be usm, although the attestation 
did not state that the notary was qualified to administer oath^. 
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In India affidavits may be sworn before any judge or official of a 
High Court, or local court empowered by that court to administer 
oaths, ^ or any magistrate, commanding officer of any military station 
occupied by His Majesty’s troops, or notary public (A). 

Sect. 10. — Filing and Office Copies of Affidavits, 

860. Every affidavit used in the Supreme Court must be filed, 
and must have indorsed on it a note showing on whose behalf it is 
filed ; no affidavit may be filed or used without such note, except by 
the direction of the court (Q. 

With the exception of affidavits used in Admiralty and Probate 
actions, or in proceedings on the Crown side of the King’s Bench 
Division, or in a district registry (in which cases affidavits are filed 
in the Admiralty or Probate registries, or the Crown Office Depart- 
ment or in the registry, as the case may bo), every affidavit used 
must be filed in the Central Office (w/)- 

It is the duty of the solicitor to the party who has sworn and 
used an affidavit to cause it to be filed, and where affidavits are 
used in chambers before being filed there is an undertaking, express 
or implied, that they shall be filed (n). 

On ex pnrte applications unfiled affidavits are allowed to be read, 
on an undertaking that they shall be filed, but an unfiled affidavit 
of service of notice of motion cannot be read, where the defendant 
does not appear (o). 

An order made ex parte in court will not, except by the leave of 
the court or a judge, be of any force unless the affidavit on which 
the application was made was produced or filed at the time of 
making the motion (p). 

Where a special time is limited for filing affidavits, no affidavit 
filed after that time may be used except by leave of the court (q). 

Affidavits are not allowed to be taken out of a district registry or 


(k) Stringer 8 Oaths and Affirmations, Srd od., p. 51. 

(/) E. 8. 0.. Old. 38. r. 10. 

(m) Ibid, Affidavits used on the revenue side are filed in the King's 
Remembrancer’s Department, Boom 176. The place of filing is the Filing and 
I^cord Department, Booms 84 and 86. Affidavits for use on appeal should be 
filed with the officer of the division of the High Court from which the appeal 
comes (WaUa v. Watts (1876), 45 L. J. (cn.) 658. C. A.). 

(n) Taylor v. Oates (1895), 72 L. T. 430, 0. A., per Lindley, L.J., at p. 437. 
Wnere an infant appears by his guardian ad litem, B. 8. C., Ord. 16, rr. 18* 19, 
provide for the filing of an affidavit by the solicitor. 

(o) Farter v. Sykes (1874), 43 L. J. (CH.) 392. 

(p) B. 8, 0., Ord. 38, r. 19 ; and see Re AbhUfs Trade-mark (1904), 48 
Sol. Jo. 351 ; and Re King Co's Trade-mark, (1892] 2 Ch. 462, 0. A. As 
to time for filing affidavits for use at trial, see B. 8. 0., Ord. 38, rr. 25 — 27. 
When a summons has been adjourned into court, evidence filed after the time 
fixed in chambers for filing evidenoe cannot be used without special leave ; 
where no time had been fixM, evidenoe filed after the adjournment into court 
was admitted (Re Chifferiel, Ohifferid v. Watson (1688). 58 L. T. 877). In 
references in Admiralty actions the claim and affidavits must be filed within 
twelve days from the day when the order for the reference is made ; twelve days 
are ^en allowed for fihng counter affidavits, six days only being allowed for 
any further affidavits (B. S. 0., Ord. 56, rr. 2, 3). 

(q) E. S 0.. Ord. 38, r. 18. 
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Affidavits. 


Office copies. 


Actions to 
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Evidence 
for use 
before 
foreign 
tribunals. 


out of the Central Office without the order of a judge, district 
registrar, or master (r). 

A deposition of a witness filed for one purpose in proceedings in 
bankruptcy may be used against him as an admission in any other 
proceeding in the same bankruptcy («). 

In cases where an original affidavit is allowed to be used, it must 
be stamped with a proper filing stamp and must, when used, be 
delivered to the proper officer, who shall send it to be filed. 

Office copies of affidavits may always be used where the original 
has been filed and the copy duly authenticated (t). 

The parties must produce office copies of the affidavits they 
intend to read (a). The office copy should be produced by the 
party on whose behalf the affidavit was filed (a), except in the case 
of affidavits filed by a claimant or creditor in an administration 
action (i^). 

In cases in which an original affidavit can be used it is not 
necessary to take an office copy(c), nor is an office copy of an 
affidavit of documents necessary (d). 

Sect. 11. — Action for Perpetuation of Testimony. 

861. Actions to perpetuate testimony may be brought by any 
persons who would, under the circumstances alleged by them to 
exist, become entitled to any honour, title, dignity, office, or estate 
on the happening of some future event (e). 

Sect. 12. — Evidence for Use before Foreign Tribunals. 

852. Facilities are afforded by statute (/) for taking evidence 
in His Majesty’s dominions in relation to civil and criminal matters 
for use before foreign tribunals. 

Where it is made to appear to the court that any tribunal of 
competent jurisdiction in a foreign country before which any civil 
or commercial matter or any criminal matter not of a political 
character is pending is desirous of obtaining the testimony of any 
witness within the jurisdiction of the court, the court may, on the 
ex parte application {g) of a person duly authorised by the foreign 

r) E. S. 0., Ord. 35, r. 22 ; E. S. 0., Ord. 61, r. 28. 

Re Cooper, Ex parte UaU (1882), 19 Ch. D. 580, C. A. 

E. S. 0., Ord. 38, r. 15. 

E. S. 0.. Ord. 66, r. 7 m, (g). 

Marehall y. National Pfovincial Bank of England (1892), 61 L. J. (CH.) 
465, '466. Ab to the proper method of preparing office copiee, see Coleman y. 
CoUaman, [19051 W. N, 160. 

(c) E. S. 0., Drd. 65, r. 27 (53), 

U) Ibid,, r. 27 (54). 

(e) E. S. 0., Ord. 37, r. 35 ; eee title Equity, p. 44, ante, 

{/ ) Foreign Tribunals Evidence Act, 1856 (19 & 20 Viet. e. 113), which 
applies only to civil and commercial matters. Its provisions are extended to 
criminal matters, other than those of a political character, by the Extradition 
Act, 1870 (33 & 34 Viet c. 52), s. 24. 

(gl The order for examination of the witness may be obtained ex parte from a 
master in a civil matter, and fi*om the jndm in chambers in a criminal matter, 
upon an affidavit of the matters required by s. 1 of the Foreign Tribunals 
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tribunal, make such order as is necessary for the obtaining of the 
evidence of the witness (h). 

The court may direct that the examination be taken in the 
manner requested by, or stated to be in accordance with the 
practice of, the foreign court for which the evidence is being 
obtained (t). 


E^dence Act, 1856 (19 & 20 Viet. c. 113)» to bo modo to appoar. As to whiit 
evidence of such matters is sufficient, see /Shnp$ofi v. Uazard, [1887] W. N. 115. 
The application is in certain cases mado by tho solicitor to the 'rroasurv (R. S. 0.. 
Ord. 37, r. 60). ^ 

(A) Foreign Tribunals Evidence Act, 1856 (19 & 20 Viet. c. 113), ss. 1, 2: 
libetradition Act, 1870 (33 & 34 Viet. c. 52), s. 24 ; R. S. C., Ord. 37, r. 51. As 
to the form of order, the person before whom the cxainiiiutiou is to be hold, and 
the manner in which the examination is to be cortiiied and forwarded, see 
E. S. 0., Ord. 37, ir. 65—67. 

(i) E. S. 0., Ord. 37,r.88. The Foreign Trilmnals Evidence Act, 1868 (19 d- 20 
Viet. c. 113), 8. 3, authorises tho taking of oviJeuco on oath by ])or8(>ns acting 
as examiners under any order made in pursuance of tho Act ; h. 4 ))roviilo8 for 
the obtaining by a witness of his exjionsos; s. 5 entitles a witness to ruftiso to 
answer incriminating questions and any other questions which ho wouhl be 
entitled to refuse to answer in a cause pending in the court wliich has ordered 
his examination. R. S. C., Ord. 37, rr. 54 — 58, appiy to upplinitioi^s undtT the 
Evidence by Commission Act, 1859 (22 Viet. c. 20) (R. S. C., Ord. 37, r. 59). 


EXAMINERS. 

See Courts ; Evidence ; Practice and P'.iocedurk, 


EXCHANGE. 

See Compulsory Purchase op Land and Compensation; Real 
Property and Chattels Beal; Stock Exchange. 
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EXCHEQUER. 

Goktsxizoxxonaiu Xja.w ; XIssvbinubl 


EXCHEQUER BILLS. 

See £ir.r.s os* JEIxcizanob bxo. 


EXCISE. 

See IxixomoAXixva ILiiQuoxts ; !Rbvsnitb. 


EXCOMMUNICATION. 

See JSoOXiBSXABXXOAX. XiAW. 
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EQUITY, 

accident, bond destro^'cd or lost, relief in equity, 25 
profert of, dispensed with at litw, 2tl 
document, under hand, lost or destroyed, former procedure In equity, 26 
where U>st or destroyed, 2‘* 

executor, loss of assets, not charged with in equity, 27 
law, cases recogniseil at, 25 

lease, coal mine, deficiency of coal, no relief, 27 
rent not susiiendecl, in case of fire, 27 
negotiable instrument, if destroyed, relief at law, 20 

lost, equity exercised jtinsdicLion, 26 
personal representative, matters done in course of business, relief, 27 
policy, insurance, lost, effect of decree of court directing payment, 20 
power, defective execution of, relief in equity, 27 
relief in equity more advantageous than at law, 26 
how far concurrent, 25 

person seeking, in equity only where no remedy at law, 25 
title deeds lost or destroyed, 26 
what the term includes, 25 
will, omission to make, no relief in equity, 27 
account, action for at law, not restrained except for strong considerations, 28 
assumpsit, action of, formerly at law for balance due, 27 
law, actions that formerly lay at, 27 

mortgagor and mortgagee, between, pro|K»,rty out of jurisdiction, 66 
mutual, accounts, bill for, profxu'ly brought in equity, 28 
of profits, option in plaintiff to have, or damages, 68 
plaintiff seeking, roust account, 72 
relief, facilities afforded in equity, 27 

in equity, reasons for assumed jurisdiction, 27 
matters of, in Chancery, 6, 10 
not always given where rcractly at law, 28 
acquiescence, breach of trust, in, by centui que trusty effect of, 172 

circurabtanccs raising estop^iel, {>arty so acquiescing cannot oom> 
plain, 166 

upon which estoppel resta, 166 
double meaning of term, 166 
estoppel, by, elements constituting, 107 

circumstances upon which founded, ICO, 167 
fiduciarv relationship of person lying by, 167 
fraud, the foundation of doctrine, 107 
ignorance of title, prevents application of doctrine, 163 
improvements, in, by (verson other than owner, 168 
innocent purchaser, in purchase by, 168 

land, building on, of another knowing him to be the tme owner, 
effect of, 167 

lapse of time of no importance, the estoppel is immediate, 166 
marriage settlement, ignorance of title no claim to relief against, 168 
married woman, where restrained from anticipation, 168 
notice of claim avoids equity against owner, 167 
operates by way of estoppel, 166 
person lying by, must state bis advene title, 167 
rights of person expending money on another’s property, 168 
standing by, party, without objecting to dealings oi another adverse 
to bis rights, 166 

while penon acquires what he thinks is a good title, 
167 

Statutory provision relating to, 166 
actual notice, agent, to^ acting within scope of his anihority, 86 

( 1 ) 
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E QUITY — continwd, 

actual notice, agent, to, affects principal whether communicated or not, 81 
as such, must be in same transaction, 85 
employed in transaction, 84 
imputed to principal, 84 

knowledge if fraudulent, not imputed to principal, 84 
must be material to transaction, 85 
where there has been fraud, 84 
companies, having common officer, 85 

with common officer, of matters of internal regulation, 86 
Conveyancing Act, 1882, effect of, 86 
corporation, to, to whom given, 84 
definition of, 84 

fraud by agent, must be independent of mere concealment, 85 

matter not material to transaction, 85 

person giving, status of, when given, 84 

purchaser must follow up matters of which he has, 87 

registration not affected by, under Yorkshire Rt gistries Act, 1884. ..86 

rent, adverse claimant in receipt of, effect of, 88 

solicitor, one, not necessarily agent of both parties, 85 

where knowledge of, imputed to principal, 84, 85 
ademption, effect of decision that doctrine applies, 135 

gifts before date of will cannot operate as an, without consent of 
donee, 130 

legacy to son, of, by subsequent settlement on his marriage, 134 
provision by will, of, by subsequent advance, although persons to whom 
limited not the same, 135 

will, beneficiary under, no choice between provisions, 131 
administration, administrator, bond of, for benefit of legatees and next of kin, 31 
assets, available for creditor, at law, in equity, 34 
equitable, subject to equity only, 34 
general liability for debts, 37 
land as, how formerly liable, 34 
legal and equitable, distinction between, 33 

meaning of, 34 
not important since Act of 
1869.. .35 

order of distribution not affected by Act of 1897. ..37 
beneficiaries, assets marshalled in favour of, 37 

order of liability of assets for distribution among, 37 
right to marshal, where debts charged on realty and 
paid out of pereonalty, 87 
Chancery, Court of, how jurisdiction acquired, 30 
creditor, advantages to, in proceeding in equity, 31 
at law reached only legal assets, 31 

deficiency in former remedy of, against deceased's estate, 
31 

former power of executor as to debts in higher degree, 31 
rules relating to payment of, at law, in equity, 33 
formerly sued for himself, afterwards for all creditors, 31 
his position before decree dominuM litis, 31 
priority gained by decree, over subsequent judgment 
creditor, S3 

procedure by, where real estate involved, 31 
proceedings by restrained, when general decree made, 33 
remedy of, after judgment, execution de honis testatoris, 
de honis propHis, 33 

right of executor to have bill dismissed on paying debt 
and costs, 31 

rights of persons after decree, 31 

to goods in hands of sheriff before decree, 33 
specialty, partly paid out of legsd assets, deferred as to 
equitable, 83 

taking assignment of administrator's bond, 31 
where execution restrained, 33 

creditors, action at common law by, restrained after decree for 
general, 32 

debts, specialty and simple contract, effect of plsK^g on equal 
footing, 86 


( 2 ) 
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EQUITY — contxnued, 

administration, decree, effect of, for general administration, S2, 35 

or judgment, registration whether necessary for priority, 
35 

equitable jurisdiction, basis of, in, 82 

estate duty, effect of marshnlUng on descended real estate, 87 
executor, affidaTit of assets by, where general decree made, 33 

creditor partly preferred by, subsequent administration, 
36 

former right of preference of, in payment of creditors, 
36 

preference by, when stopped by action, 86 
protection of, by court when decree made, 33 
retainer by, 36 

assets available for, in what degree, 86 
basis of right, 36 

exercisable against superior debt without 
notice, 37 

not affected by administration judgment, 37 
out of fuuds in court, 37 
right of preference of, since Judicature Acts, 36 
under Act of 1869... 36 
executors, devise to, nature of assets, 34 

undisposed of residue, trustees of, intention of will, 32 
heir-at-law, no right of retainer for simple contract debt out of 
realty, 36 

retainer, not where legal right to sue in trustees, 86 
right of retainer, of specialty debts where heir bound, 
36 

insolvent estates, effect of Judicature Act, 64 
judgment, against executor, priority formerly ^ven by, 85 

testator, executor cannot discharge himself by 
paying inferior debts, 85 
notice to executor presumed, 86 
priority of unregistered, 85 
registration of, statutory provision, 85 
land, devise of, for payment of debta, effect, of, 84 

former proceedings at law to charge with debts, 34 
legatee, action by, priority of debts over legacies, 32 
bill by, necessary parties, 32 
equity intervenf^ ou behalf of, 31 

former proceedings by, for own legacy, then generally, 
32 

remedy at law, specific legacy, pecuniary legacy, 
31 

proceedings by, in Ecclesiastical Court, restrained when 
bill filed in equity, 32 

until decree in proceedings by, other legatees or orediton 
could proccesd, 32 

where executor admits assets and otherwise, 32 
married women, separate estate of, nature of assets, 34 
next of kin. Ecclesiastical Court could not distribute among, 82 
personal representative, whole of estate devolves on, since Land 
Transfer Act, 189...737 

power, appointment under general, of personal property, now legal 

real estate subject to, stain* 
tory provision, 84 

proceedings, restraint of, in other courts, 32 

real estate, charge on, for payment of debts, nnder will, effect of, 
35 

liability of, to specialty and simple contract debts, 85 
no charge of debts on, until administra^on decreed, 
35 

priority of specialty debts where heir bound, 85 
after-acquiied property, assignment, operation of, covtmant to assign when 

acquired, 74, 104 

defective title, person conveying for valuer afterwards 
acquiring gom title, effect of, 104 
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E QUITY — continued, 

agent, accountable to principal for secret profits, 68 

actual notice, acting within scope of authority, 
affecting principal, 84 
imputed to principal, 84 
material to transaction, 86 
must be in same transaction, 85 
to fraudulent, not imputed to principal, 84 
solicitor, 84 

where there has been fraud, 84 
claim against, by principal and third party, 67 
purchase by, for principal, not allowed to retain, 75 
agreement for abandonment of criminal prosecution against public policy, 73 
appointment, illusory, when, principle of relief, 70 
apportionment, annuities, when formerly apportioned, 29 

contract, application of rule of law and of equity, 28 
enjoyment, interference with, ground for, in equity. 29 

where value of premises diminished, 
29 

executors of tenant for life entitled to proportion of rent, 29 
interest apportionable, but periodical payments neither at law nor 
in equity, 29 

law, rule of, in reference to, followed in equity, 28 
lease, for. lessor's life, former effect of lessor's death, 29 
rent, former difference in respect of time and estate, 29 
rentcharge, apportionment at equity, 29 

extinguishment of rights to, on purchase of part of 
land, not allowed in equity, 29 
rent service, on severance of reversion, apportionable, 29 
statute, provision by, for, of periodical payments, 29 
arbitration, failing of mode provided for settling contract, no relief, 27 
assent, devisee or legatee by, in testator’s lifetime to parol trust, 76 
assets, legal and equitable, 33, 34, 35 
assignee, equitable, agreement to take assignment, 97 

purchaser for value with notice is subject to equities, 78 
subject to all equities of assignor if volunteer, 78 
assignment, after-acquired property, basis of eflicacy, 74 

operation of, as covenant to assign, 104 
contingent rights, of, former policy of law relating to, 1 02 
debt, by, person taking may use as a set-off, 163 

equitable, assignee takes subject to all rights existing between debtor 
and assignee, 1U4 

basis of, operation by contract, valuable consideration, 102, 
103 

charge, merely a, requires valuable consideration to support 
it, 103 

consideration, not necessary, 103 

effect of, assignor trustee for assignee, 103 

notice, consequences of omission to give, 103 

not necessary to complete title of assignee, 103 
operates by way of agreement or contract, 103 
reg^istration of, under Patents and Designs Act, 1907, effect 
of, 103 

voluntary, when absolute, assignee in place of assignor, 103 
leaseholds, of, equitable, 64 

personal property, inter trtrot, creating successive Interests, necessity 
for trust, 96 

property having no existence, treatment of, in equity, 74 
assumpsit, action of, for balance of account due, formerly at law, 27 
auxiliary jurisdiction. Chancery, Court of, empowered to determine questions of 

law since 1862...43 

exercised jurisdiction in aid of law, 42 
claims, preventing injury to third persons, from conflicting, 

42 

discovery of foots or documents, 6 
evidence, procuration and preservation of, 43 
injunctions, granted in, 6 

the use of, in preventiag eppresrive enforoo- 
ment of judgments, 42 

( 4 > 
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ftnxiliary jarisdiction, iustruments, Totd or voidable, preventing use of, 42 
interpleader, remedy of, 6 
law, prevails in matters of legal right, 48 
matters, subject of aid of equity to law, 42 
perpetuate testimony, suit to, 6 

procedure, applicable to rights equitable and In principal 
suit 43 

where equitable relief depended upon legal 
right, 43 

proceedings, restraint of or facilitation of, at law, 42 
property, provision for safety of, pending litigation and 
when out of possession, 42 
receiver, appointment of, 6 
right of law, determination of, when binding, 48 
rights in other courts, relation to, 6, 42 

restraining assertion of doubtful, 42 
suits, avoiding multiplicity of, in respect of same right, 42 
bankruptcy, trustee in, takes subject to prior equities, 79 
bills of peace. Chancery, Court of, foundation of jurisdiction to entertain, 68 

claim to legal right by two persons, one cannot sue in equity, 59 
common right, plaintiffs’ rights differ inter 69 
copyholders might file a bill where fine excessive, 68 
ejectment, actions of, at law, restrained in equity after judgment, 69 
parties, some adverse claimants only necessary, 59 
plaintiff, result favourable to, litigation restrained, 69 
procedure, where title legal, 68 
right, in what coses of, resorted to, 58 
of common, parties necessary, 69 

way, claim of, when bill might be filed, 68 
vexatious litigation, where restrained, 69 
bond, accident, destroyed or lost, relief, 25 
action on lost, at law, 7 

plea of accord and satisfaction, 64 
consideration, illegal, evidence dehors^ former aid to relief, 73 
defence, payment to one obligor bow far a, 64 
fraud of creditors, where in, at law, in equity, 20 
marriage, where given before, relief in equity, 20 
profert of, dlsx)ensed with, 26 

relief to plaintiff where restrained when amount under penalty, 48, 49 
violation of condition wilful, 161 

void for immoral consideration, no relief were consideration patent, 73 
boundaries, lands, of adjoining owners, early assistance of equity, 39 

wrongful possession by defendau .. must be shown, 39 
title, clear legal in plaintiff, necessary to give jurisdiction, 89 
building scheme, covenant affecting land where no scheme, 102 

restrictive, who entitled to benefit, 101 
what will constitute a, 101 

cancellation of documents, agreement, when unenforceable, what will justify 

relief, 63 

annuity, deed of, when void, terms of cancellation, 63 
consideration, illegality of, not necessarily ground for 
relief, 64 

deed, where a cloud upon title to land, 63 
defence to action in respect of document, proper 
remedy, 64 

fraud, constructive, relief to party subject of, 68 

party subject of, may maintain action for, 63 
gambling transactions, instruments given in, 64 
ground for, to entitle party to relief, 62 
public policy, party particepe eriminii, relief on 
grounds of, 64 

relief, equitable right to, 53, 54 
trustees, charity, lease by, set aside in teiOy 53 
void, and defect apparent, equity does not Interfere, 58 
defect not apparent, relief in anticipation, 63 

•* ea/eeat emptor ^ See fraud. 

eettui que truit^ assignee of, payment of share of fund to, by trnatee, oonstructiva 
notice, 88 
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cestui gue trusty breach of trust, acquiescence in, 172 

indemnity, trustee's right to, may be followed, 97 
interest of, how far postponed, 79 
may be defeated, 89, 90 

intestacy of, when part of land not sold, effect of conversion, 106 
legal estate, burdens incident to, borne by legal owner, not by, 96 
right of, former, merely personal, 89 

now equitable estate attaching to the land, 89 
trust, interest in subject of, vests in, 79 
waiver of breach of trust byj effect of, 166 
Chancery, Court of, advantages afforded by, 7 

chancellor, opinions followed by, 7, 8 

common law jurisdiction of, foundation, 4 

conflict with common law, termination of, 5 

conveyancing counsel, appointment of, 6 

encroachments of, protested against, 6 

equity jurisdiction, development of, 6 

establishment, cause of, 7 

Exchequer, Court of, ^uity side transferred, 5 

history, early, authorities for, 5 

injunction, early use of, 5 

lunatics, no jurisdiction in regard to, 10 

matters formerly referred to, 6 

origin of, 4 

petitions for redress, 4 

principles of, how applied, 6, 9 

remedy of, where legal, lost, 6 

removal of defects in, 6 

reports, when commenced, 6 

restraint by, of proceedings at common law, 6 

Tights enforced in, not recognised at law, 6 

separate existence, cause of, 5 

subpoena, writ of, introduction of, 5 

specific performance, as alternative remedy, 6, 11 

staff of, 6 

trusts, early enforcement, 6 

charge, agreement to execute mortgage on request does not create immediate 
charge, 93 

enforcement of, when created by will or settlement, by sale only, 93 
chattels, assignment of after-acquired, 64 
comiiensation in lieu of return, 13 
real estate, article associated with, rights in, 13 
specific delivery, decree of, 12 
trust of, retention of article in breach of, 13 
chose in action, assignment, equitable, of, notice to debtor not necessary, 98 

of a legal, where absolute and of entire debt, 103 
debtor, after notice of assignment, cannot diminish rights of 
assignee, 104 

rights of, against assignor, bound by instrument creating, 
103 

notice to debtor, priority by, 79 
choses in action, assignment, effect in equity, 10 
collateral warranty, law, no interference by equity, 8 
commission, evidence by, basis of jurisdiction in equity, 46 
proceedings, restraint of, until return of, 46 
when appointed at law, 46 
witnesses, examination of, abroad by, 46 

company, security by, for money advanced if irUra riresy if vZtra vireSy effect of, 74 

compromise. See mistake. 

concurrent jurisdiction, basis of in equity, 10 

equity, interference with law, 11 
multiplicity of suits, avoided, 10 
nature of, 6 

tithes, equitable jurisdiction, 10 

confirmation of invalid transaction, person confirming must know of its invalidity, 
166 

eonstmetive notice, basis of, purchaser's gross negligence, 86 
before Conveyancing Act, 1882. ..86 
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oonstractive notice^ commercial transactions^ does not apply to, 88 
Conveyancing Act, 1882, under, 87 

meaning of “ought reasonably,** 87 
courts, unwilling to apply, 88 

debentures, notice of issue, not notice of contents, 88 
deed, draft, notice of preparation, not of execution, 86 

notice of, within period for which title investigated, 87 
definition of, 86 

fraudulent intention, does not depend on, 86 
latent title, purchaser under no duty to inquire, 87 
neglect to inquire to whom tenant pays rent is not, of lessor's 
interest, 88 

negotiable securities, not implied where taken, 88 
policy of assurance, mortgage of, applies to, 88 
poisession is, of tenant's rights, 87 

of title deeds, by tliii-d person, 88 
purchaser is bound to investigate title fully avoid, 87 

treated as having, of defect in vendor’s title, 86 
registration of charge by deposit of deeds, Yorkshire Registries 
Act, 1884. ..87 

subsequent registrable document, 86, 87 
priority by, nature of notice to prevent, 86 
under Patents and Designs Act, 1907... 87 
settlement, notice of, 86 

ship, mortgage of, registration of, gains priority, 87 
trustee paying sltarc of fund to assignee of ce»tui que trusty 88 
contingent remainders, legal estate outstanding in mortgagee, a protection to, 94 
protection of, legal estate vested in trustees, 93, 94 
contract, agricultural land, for sale of, ven<lor must keep cultivated, 99 
apportionment, application of rule as to, at law, in equity, 28 
completion, date for, does not affect c^pii table relation of parties, 100 
interests of parties affected by, 100 
of, no date for, what is the time for, 100 
enforcement of, by specific performance, 6, 11 
fire, loss by, falls on purcliascr, 99 

for sale, conversion by, contingent upon parties being entitled to specific 
performance, 74 

interest, payment of, where not stipulated under, 100 
land, for sale of, effect of signing, 98 

position of parties, before conveyance, at law, 98 

if specific performance compellable, 
99 

money due under, not perforaicd by defc’.dant, 74 
part performance of, for sale of land, effect of, 65 
performance by one party, treatment in equity, 74 
public policy, where against, 73 
pui’chaser, deterioration after possession by, 99 

entitled to accessions to value from date of, 99 
takes all risks from date of, 99 

service, of, part performance dtxjs not affect application of Btatute of 
Frauds, 66 

third person, for benefit of, such person is ccMtui que truet^ 97 
vendor, a trustee for purchaser, 99 

must make out his title before requiring completion, 99 

take reasonable care of property until completion, 99 
retains interest in subject of, pending completion, 99 
vendor's liability, test of, reasonable care, 99 
contribotinn, basis of, 30 

law enforced in early times, at, SO 

payment by ond party liable releases others who therefore most 
contribute, 30 

principle applies where all parties liable to common demand, 80 
procedure in matters of, concurrent at law and equity, 80 
sureties, as between, equitable ground for, 70 

surety, no ooutrihution where liability is for distinct part of 
principal debt, 30 

position of, who pays debt under a bond, 30 
wherein rules of law and equity relating to, differ, 80 

( 7 ) 
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conyersion, actual, gives no fresh title to proceeds of land, 107 
state, intention to take in, 113 
agreement to sell land, doctrine applies, 110 

under Lands Clauses Act, 1845, effect on, 110 
beneficiaries of money to be laid out in land, each can elect, 113 
capital money ‘*at home,” effect on trust, 116 
meaning of, 116 

receipt by beneficiary discharges trust, 115 
Mtui que trusty intestacy of, where part of land not sold, 106 

proceeds of sale or money to be invested passing 
under will or intestacy of, 106 
under residuary bequest by, 106 
character in which property results, how decided, 109 
circumstances from which it arises, 104 
consequences of, must follow, where rightly made, 111 
contingency, where depending on, 108 
contract, principle applied from date of, 110 

signing of, marks date of conversion, 110 
where unenforceable, doctrine does not apply, 110 
conrt, sales by the, property converted out and ont, 112 
under order of, 111 

date of, not affected by express direction as to time of sale, 108 
death of testator, from, when directed by will, 107 
declamtion merely that personalty shall aevolve as realty, or •clce rer»d^ 
105 

deed, intention of, property to remain as existing until future date, 108 
partial failure of purposes, property results to settlor, 110 
total failure of purposes, effect of, 110 

or partial failure, principle same as in will, 110 
when directed by, operates from delivery, 107 
devise of share in speciiio estate taken under a will, effect of, if 
converted, 107 

directed in certain event, which exists at testator’s death, 105 
direction that proceeds be considered to all intents and purposes 
personal estate, 105 

to change nature of property must be imperative, 105 
convert must be effectual, 105 

resettle “hereditaments” subject to a settlement, when it 
extends to money, 107 
doctrine of, rule giving rise to, 104 
dower, effect of Dower Act, 1833 ..107 

would probably attach where money theoretically converted, 
107 

effect of application of doctrine on land, money, 104 

elect, person to, must be tui Juris, 114 

election form of, implication from limitations, 116 

mere receipt of income does not raise presumption of, 115 
presumed from circumstances, 115 

to take in unconverted state may be express and by parol, 115 
laud, when presumed, 115 

escheat to Crown, effect of Intestates Estates Act, 1884.. .107 
express direction not essential, 105 

felony, formerly money was saved by notional conversion in cases of, 
107 

fund described as money agreed to be laid out in land, 107 
heir-at-law, how he takes, where partial failure of purpose, 109 
heir, no equity in favour of, against personal representative, when, 116 
rights of, what is necessary to deprive of, under intestacy, 105 
Income, intermediate, where conversion postponed, 108 
infant, cannot elect to take money or land subject to, 114 
for benefit of, court will elect, 114 
sale of land of, when doctrine applicable, 112 
lointress, where person interested as, 113 
jurisdiction of equity, exclusive, 10, 104 

land, h<fiding for two years too short for presumption of reconverBlon, 
115 

mon^ invested in, limitation to heirs of beneficiary, 116 
lease, with option purchase, grant of, no presumption of election, 116 

( 8 ) 
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oonTcrsion, lease, with reserTation o£ rent to grantor and heirs, indication of 
intention, 116 

limitations applicable to investment in realty, no option, 105 
to heirs’* not sufficient to convert into realty, 105 
lunatic cannot elect, but the court can on his behalf, 114 
compulsory sale of land of, does not effect, III 
married woman can elect when her interest is separate estate, 114 

electing to take land unconverted by deed acknow* 
ledged, 114 

money in court in partition action, how paid out, 114 
subject to be laid out in land, former practice. 

114 

where entitled to proceeds of sale of land as non- 
separate property, 114 

money directed to be laid out in land, total failure of purposes of. 

109 t' • 

to be paid by ancestor, trusts becoming exhausted, effect of, 107 
mortgagee in possession, death of, while statute running in his favour, 
112 

sale by, after mortgagor’s death, 112 

surplus unpaid at death of mortgagor, 112 
next of kin, where partial failure of purposes, 109 
none, where land directed to be sold and proceeds re-invested in land. 
104 

mere power to sell or direction optional, 106 
option codicil confirming will, effect of. III 

death of vendor before exercise of, 111 
effect of exercise. 111 

of purchase, agreement for, made after will containing speciflo 
devise, 111 

rule where vendor dying testate or intestate, 111 
parol contract of ancestor, adopted and carried out, doctrine applies, 

110 

portioners, where there are, reconversion of money, 113 
power, disposition under, effect of. Ill 

involving change in nature of property. 111 
pai-tial failure, 111 
when conversion takes place, 111 
mere, generally does not effect, 105 
to sell, discretionary, exercise required by trusts, lOG 
for purpose of distribution, none till sale, 105 
principles underlying doctrine of, 104 
remainderman can elect to take unconverted, 113 
rents and profits pending sale, to whom payable, 108 
sale, power to postpone, effect on, of vesting of share in possession, 113 
under Partition Acts, beneficiary dying before payment, 112 
settled land, compulsory sale of, does not effect, 110 
settlement, covenant to lay out money in purchase of land, effect 
where money “at home,” 116 
of land or money, where doctrine applies, 105 
tenancy by (he curtesy, where money theoretically converted, 107 
tenant in tail, election under disentailing deed, 1 13 

entitled to money in court under Xjands Clauses Act, 
1845. ..114 

power of, under old law, 113 
timber on settled land, character of proceeds, 112 
trust for, at request of specified person, 106 

dealings by beneficiary without actual receipt, effect of, 116 
investment in land generally, not included In devise of land 
in particular county, 107 
on joint request of two persons, 106 
partial failure of purposes, effect of, 102 
property vested in abwlute owner, 1 12 
sale, effect of, until election to reconvert by all owners, 113 
void under rale against perpetni ties, none^ 104 
where discretion given as to fonn property to tAke, 106 
implied, 106 

language of, shows consent essential, 106 

( 9 ) 
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conrenlon, trust for, where specified consent required, 106 
trustee, by, effect of. 111 

for sale when also remainderman, and object payment of 
debts, reconversion, 115 

Tendor, death of, before exercise of option, effect on heir or devisee, 111 
where contract goes off after, 110 
in agreement for option or will can indicate intention as to 
proceeds. 111 

when effected, how treated, 106 
will, in, bequest of money to be laid ont in land, 105 
trust for sale in, 105 

conveyance, equitable interest, of, an innocent conveyance, 79 
form of, absolute, where held a mortgage, 75 
set aside as against purchaser, on terms, 78, 79 
repayment of money paid on, 90 
copyholds, descent of equitable estate in, 94 

fine, where excessive, copyholder’s right to bill of peace, 59 
copyright, infringement of, account in action for, principle of, 68 
libellous or immoral publications, 73 
Court of Requests, establishment and early abolition, 5 
poor suitors, relief granted to, 5 
covenant, charge created by, in settlement, 93 

no, by, where lands unascertained or settlor has option, 93 
under power, covenantor becoming insane, 93 
covenantor being also covenantee, no relief, 69 
deed of separation, in, to live apart enforced, 73 
equitable claim under, when supported, 69 

marriage settlement, in, to become freeman of City of London, death 
before admission, 74 

restrictive, binding on equitable owners with or without notice, 100 

building scheme, absence of, rights of subsequent purchasers, 
102 

under, benefit extends to purchasers 
severally, 101 

disclosure of, after contract, purchaser can refuse to com- 
plete, 101 

disseisee, bound by equity arising out of, 89, 90 
enforceable, will not it character of neighbourhood altered, 
102 

interest, nature of, created by, a negative easement, 100 
Lands Clauses Act, purchase under, effect of, 102 
land, in leases of, runs with the reversion and term at law, 100 
relating to, otherwise than under lease, 100 
legal owner, w^hen binding on, 100 
negative, burden of, equitable doctrine relating to, 100 
perpetuities, not obnoxious to rule against, 101 
positive in form, but negative in substance is enforceable as, 
102 

property, changed user of, acquiesced in, unenforceable, 102 
purchaser of neighbouring plot, absence of building scheme, 
102 

rights of, adjoining lots sold under similar, 101 
who is shown building plan, quaere entitled to 
benefit of, 101 

registration of, effect of, 101 

relating to thing not in eeee at time of demise, when binding 
100 

released, where long enjoyment inconsistent with, 102 
vendor under building scheme may reserve right to dispense 
with, 101 

ships, doctrine relating to notice, applies to, 101 
void, at law, no relief, 69 
creditoni, equitable lien of, how enforced, 93 

execution, take subject to prior equities, 79 
judgment, take subject to prior equities, 79 
customary freeholds, death of mortg^igor, keriot not payable, 95 
damages, claim for, equitable relief may be without prejudice to, 67 
loss caused by fraudulent prospectus, 67 

( 10 ) 
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de bene eeee^ bill, aid oC Chaucery by» to action at law, 46 
nature of, its object, 46 

trial, depositions taken in suit, when used at, 46 
deed, title, accident, destroyed by, 26 

possession established by decree, 26 
defendant, death of, tort, action in nature of, effect of, 68 

property appropriated as result of, relief, 63 
deliyery up and cancellation of documents, 62 
deposit of title deed, foundation of equitable charge, 71 

deeds, adyances, further, when covered b 3 % 92 

agreement to execute legal mortgage, treated as, 93 
devisee, gift to, upon parol trust, 76 

discovery, bill of, and bill for discovery and relief, distinction, 44 
limitation of extent of. 44 
relief sought by plaintiff in, effect of relief, 44 
what was necessary to maintain in equity, 44 
where allowed, 44 

equity, discovery on oath of defendant compelled In, 43 
jurisdiction assumed through, 43 

property, not granted against purchasers of, for valuable consideration 
without notice, 44 

purchaser for value without notice, plea of, now no bar to, 66 
remedy of, assisting law, 43 

right to, usually gave right to substantial relief in equity, 43 
distribution of property, aim of equity, 70 
documents, delivery up and cancellation of, 62 

donatio mortU causd, bequest of same amount later, no satisfaction, 130 
dower, account, decree for, of rents and profits from husband’s death, 42 
basis of jurisdiction of Court of Chancery in, 41 
discovery and valuation of lands, 41 
equitable estates, allowed out of. Dower Act, 1833.. .90 
equity of retiemption, allowed out of, 96 
legal estate, incident of, not of equitable, 95 
not out of equitable estate, basis of principle, 95 

prevented by satisfied term, or mortgage for term of years, relief in equity, 
42 

relief, nature of, in ecjuity, 42 

rule that ** ec^uity looks on that as done which ought to bo done '* does not 
apply, 73 

satisfied term, removal of, 7, 41 

term of years, not removed as against a purchaser, 42 

title of widow', giKxl against purchaser for value without notice though with 
legal estate, 42 

trust estate existing at date of marriage, none formerly out of. 96 
trustee, where legal estate in, duwress took subject to trust, 95 
widow, formerly not entitl^ to discovery against purchaser for value 
without notice, 42 
duress. See fraud. 

Durham and Lancaster, Chanceiy Courts. Sae title Courts, Vol. IX., pp. 120-— 
127. ..6 

election, action pending, accounts and Inquiries necessary for, can be taken in 
same, 124 

assent of parties, arrangement with, not readily disturbed, 1 26 
beneficiary, after paying compensation, entitled to surplus remaining, 

123 

also entitled as next of kin of owner of property disposed of 
by testator, 124 

benefits conferred on, treated as comjicnsation fund, 123 
claim by, in own right roust be matured at death of testator, 

124 

deriving title from third party who elected and paid com- 
pensation, 124 

under true owner at time of testator’s death, 
124 

duty imposed on, to compensate, is such as will fomish 
grouna for action, 123 

election by one, not binding on others interested in same 
property disposed of by testator, 125 
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election I beneficiary, keeping his own property, need not abandon all benefits 
conferrcKl by instrament, 122 

under will, taking property under derirative title after 
testator's death, 124 

case for, cannot arise, unless there is a fund for compensation, 123 
compensatiun by persons electing against will, is included in benefits 
taken by |>crsons to whom paid, 125 

co-owners, devise of property by one without restriction of share, 122 
Crown, giant from, application of doctrine doubtful, 118 
deatli of person to elect, obligation to compensate falls on persons sue- 
ccciliiig to fund for compensation, 123 
debt, release of, due to third party upon whom a benefit is conferred, 119 
deeds and other instruments inter vivoe^ doctrine equally applicable, 118 
devise, property must be specifically described to apply doctrine, 120 

to heir-at-law whose property disposed of to another, he most 
elect, IIU 

doctrine of, 116, 122 

applicable to all classes of interests and persons, 119 
not where property inalienable, 117 

requisites of, 117 

enjoying benefits of will, creates presumption of, 126 
erroneous disposition, application of doctrine, 118 
election, evidence of, 126 

testator's intention, 121 

fact, a question of, and must be so ascertained, 125 
generally, free disposable property must be given to person put to, 123 
gift, failure of, in codicil, legatee being also residuary legatee, no election 
under will, 117 

through inability to take, effect on residuary legatee, 117 
of properly of another, who benefits under the will, intention pre- 
sumixl, 1 18 

one aggregate, of l>cneficial and onerous legacies, legatee must 
accept or reject both, 117 

gifts, beneficial and onerous, doctrine not applicable where distinct, 117 
heir, enjoyment of lands by, ineffectually devised to him for limited 
interest, nrcsumptiou, 126 
heirlooms, mxstrine not applicable to, 117 
ignorance of rigiits, prevents implied election, 126 
illegality, doctrine not available to cure, 119 
implied, binding on representatives of person electing, 126 

if not clear, representatives may elect on offering compensation, 
126 

question usually arises where party has died, 126 
requirements of, 125 

incumbrances, devise inconsistent wdtb continuance of, incumbrancers* 
beneficiaries, 122 

subject to, does not of itself raise case for, 122 
infant, court will elect for with or without inquiry, 128 
joint interest of wife in stock bequeathed to tbii^ psrty, benefits also 
conferred on wife, she most elect, 122 
legacy, receipt of, shows intention to take under will, 126 
Icgat^ required by testator to take in satisfaction of debts, doctrine 
not excluded, 118 

life interest only, testator disposing of property, no case for, 122 
lunatic, not so found, gaoxi-committee elects under direction of court, 
127, 128 

so found, oommittee elects under direction of court, 127 
narried woman, ante-nuptial settlement, confirmation of, 127 

bound by settlement if not i^udiated within reasonable 
time after majority, 127 

by, depends upon her capacity to deal with property, 126 
distinguished from election proper, 127 
court will direct inquiry and el^t in appropriate pro- 
ceedings, 127 

cAmt of restraint on property passing under instrument 
and not eo passing, 128 

dectittg to confirm setUemeat after attaining majority, 
affect of, 137 
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dectlon, married woman, legacy to, conditionally on her conveying restrained 

property fails, 126 

property disposed of, if her separate estate, she elects as 
/erne aole^ 127 

if not separate estate, formalities to 
be observeti, 127 

restrained from anticipating either property cannot 
elect, 126 

restraint on anticipation shows intention of testator not 
to put her to, 126 

settlement of separate property while an infant, 127 
taking beuciits in pro{)erty of others under post-nuptial 
settlement, 127 

testator disposing of property of, husband administrator 
and bcnctiting, 124 

will of, rights of husband and benefits under, whether 
he must elect, 120 

where void, heir or next of kin, not put to 
election, 120 

mistake, under, or before rights ascertained, not binding, 126 
next of kin not bound by election by administrator, 126 
obligation to elect, enjoyment with knowledge of, creates presumption, 
126 

parnphernalia, bequest of husband of, *^all his jewels,*' effect on wife's 
jewels, 121 

parol evidence as to testator's intention inadmissible, 121 
jjariy electing may be order'd to convey his own proj>erty, 117 
must have full knowlcilge of facts, 124 
person electing allowed time to consider, if necessary, until accounts 
taken, 121 

can bring action to ascertain value of properties, 124 
deliberately, claimatits under, bound, 126 
persons, all, electing have right to exercise judgment os to way they elect, 
125 

power, appointment under, request to object to give property to stranger, 

124 

to stranger, gift of free property to object of, 
necessary to raise ctise for, 124 

of appointment, erroneous exercise of, application of doctrine, 1 19 
proper a[)[>oiiitmcut to object of, but void modifications, no 
election, 119 

to appoint to children of one marriage, appointment to children 
of second, 119 

precatory words in appointment, appointees do not elect, 119 
piesumption of, against will, acts constituting, 126 

regard to history of properties must be had, 126 
principle of doctrine, introduced by equity, 116 
that of compensation, 122 

rccttal, erroneous, as to botch jKit clause, without appointing uoappointod 
residue, 122 
reconversion by, 112 

Scotland, land in, ineffectual devise by English will, person inheriting 
must elect, 120 

settlement, beneficiary also dalmiog property ineffectually settled, must 
elect, 116 

general words in, affecting property not ia law included In, 
121 

person taking no interest under, claiming from party not 
bound by, none, 116 

revocation in excess of power, application of doctrine, 117 
settlements, two antc*nuptia), where held one for pnrfiose of, 116 
testator, erroneous gdt by, and appointment under erroneous belief, no 
distinction, 119 
Intention of, evidence of, 121 

to confine election to particulai property, 116 
with limited interest, disposing of whole, 121 
iestator*s error, the court takes will as it is, beneficiaries most glre elStet, 
116 
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EQVlTT-^e^minwa, . ^ ^ 

•ieetion, testator’s intention most appear on face of will, to enable doctrine to 

apply, 121 

presamption as to, 121 

to dispose of property other than his own must be 
clearly shown, 121 

knowledge of no title, does not affect doctrine, 118 
time, no definite limit can be assigned, 125 

person not electing within, as required by court, treated as electing 
against instrument, 125 

where property has been derised away and enjoyed for considerable 
period, 125 

widow, having legal claim on hnsband's estate, where doctrine applies, 121 
must elect, where husband devises property which belongs solely 
to her, 121 

will, admittance of evidence deAort, testator believing property his own, 
121 


amount of compensation payable in case of, ascertained as at 
testator’s death, 123 

benefit conferred by, subject to forfeiture for non-compliance, 
doctrine applies, 119 

no application as ^tween two clauses in, 117 
party electing against, must compensate out of benefits, 117 
to take under, is bound, 117 

recital in, erroneous belief as to interest of beneficiaries, apparent 
from, 122 

regard to context and inaptitude of limitations of, 122 
where part of benefits in testator's property conferred by, fail, 117 
two, same testator, beneficiary must compensate, 1 1 7 
equality is equity, meaning of maxim, 69 

equitable assignments, trust, implied declaration of, by assignor, 10, 102 

estate, construction of, where intention clear on face of deed, 95 
words of limitation, 91 

conveyance, early forms of, modern system of, 94 
devise of, at common law, 94 

c»quitable limitations, rule in Shelley'M Cate applied, 94 

husband's interest in, 94, 96 

interests in, concurrent or successive, 93 

legal, and, early resemblance between, 94 

limitations in favour of child of unborn person forbidden, 94 

maxim, ** equity follows the law ” applies to, 93 

may arise, without a written instrument, 89 

real property, in, is either trust or mortgage, 83 

third party rights, analogy between legal and, does not apply, 95 

title to, follows the law, 68 

transfer of, in what form, 94 

execution creditor, remedy of, against debtor's equitable estates, 94 

sequestration, decrees of Court of Chancery enforced by, 56 
interests, gift of, notice to trustees not necessary, 93 
liens, enforoement of, 10 

mortage, deposit of title deeds, must be actual, 92 
Scotland, in, enforcement of, 65 
jurisprudence, principles emphasised by Judicat ure Acts, 4 
jurisdiction, advantages in, not at law, 10 

agreement, rectified and performance ordered, 62 
auxiliary, 42 

boundaHea, determination of, 10, 39 
cause, is ^*^nding” until final judgment, 62 
Chancery Division, mattera specially assigned to, 61 
charging order on shares, enforoement of, 62 
charities, the subject of, 9 
cl a im s by defendant, specific provision for, 62 
plaintiff, specific provision for, 62 
ooncurrent, 10 

confiiot of roles, equity to prevail, 64 
oontraot, assumed in matters of, 11 

counteitualm, for specific performance, action not nlwajs 
transferred, 63 

where defendant may, 62, 63 
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eqaitftble jurisdiction. County Palatine of Cboster and WaleS) Courts of, juris- 
diction abolished. 5 

Court, Ili^h, now a court of complete jurisdiction, 61 
dec'll, claim by defendant to set aside, 66 
defendant, react ting to equity must accept entire prinolples, 
C3 

description of, references, 4 

Divorce Division, matter of equity affording defenoe In, 6S 
doctrines, exclusively applied, 6, 6, 10 
election, exclusive in doctrine of, 10 
equitable claim, “ ho who comes for equity must do equity,’* 
62. 70 

c^iuity. rules of, to prevail, meaning of, 64 
exclusive, 0 

execution creditor, subject to equities affecting property, 69 
foreclosure, mortgagor tnay raise question of chargtss in, 62 
foundation for, in contract, 11 

Judicature Act, 1673, effect as to remedies available before 
the Act, 62 

fundamental idea of, 61 

Judicature AcU, effect of, not ** the fusion of law and 
equity,” 61 
gtmeral effect of, 64 

land, posacssion of, eK|uitablt' right will prevent enforcement 
of legal right to, 62 
law, at, where remedy inodtsinute, 11 

prevails, in questions of legal right, 65 
procct.^dings at, nc» longer reatrainoil In equity, 63 
lease. <lcfciice of equitable right to, 6H 
matters particularly affected by rules under Judicature Act, 
1M73...64 

to be recognisevi by High Dourt, 62 
money borrowed without aulhonty, right of snbrogatfon, 63 
not excludeil by common law obtaining jurisdiction, 11 
plaintiff, declaration of legal right of, without terms, 63 
procmlings, stay of. right to apply for preserved, 63 
receiver, ap(>olntmcnt of, daring action, 63 
relief, on e<]uitable grounds, where obtainable, 65 
remedies, provision for all, to which parties entitled, 61 
rightii, legal and cnpii table, not treate«l aa identical, 64 
ruk*s. effect of Judicature Act, lH73,on,cif equity and law, 64 
satisfaction, exclusive in dcK^trinc of, 10 
sfxsciflc i»crformance (lecuha^ to, 1 1 
stay of procoe<lings, Urfore delivcTy of defence, 68 
Hupreroe Court of Juduiature, divisions of, 61 
trustee, if] action by, claim against truit may be 

set up, 62 

undue inOiicnce, deed obtained by, unenforceable, 63 
•eeuritics, creation of, by will or sciilcment, and arising under lien, 6f 
on equity of redemption in form of legal mortgage, 33 
remedy of Incumbrancer, chief distinction In, 32 
title deeds, deposit of, with or without memorandum, 32 
equities, conflicting, priority l>ctis'©en, HO 

“equitica rank in o^er of time/* principle governing the rule, 73 
equity, administration of, prior to Jnflicaturc Acta, 4 
aim of, 7 

auxiliary jurisdiction, how exercised, 6 

contract, no relief where unexpectedly burdensome, 27 

ooirective jurisdiction, H 

definition of, 4 

development of, adherence to precedent, 8 
•• foUoaa the law,” 8, 68 

matters in which maxim applied, 63 
meaning of, how far applietl, 6$ 
interference of, ground for, 7 
law, effect of equity on, 7 

followed impHcitly, in what matters, 7 
grounds of difference from, 7 
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BQXnTY— continued. 

equity, DO relief where inoile prorided for settling terms of contract fails, 27 
plaintiff in, conduct of, in relation to equity sued for, 72 
must come with clean hands, 72 
property, application of doctrines to, 10 
reasons of, reference to precedent, 8 
Homan law, extent of use in, 8 
system of, when settled, 8, 0 
technical impedimenta, removal of, 7, 41, 42 
term, the, what it implies, 6 

** equity Itioka on that as done which ought to be done,” 73, 74 
equity of j edemption, clog on, not allowed, 91 

rule as to, application to property generally, 92 
collateral a<i vantage, limited to duration of security, 91 
mortgagee may stipulate for, 91 
creation of, by equity, 6, 10, 90 
debenture stock may be irredeemable, 92 
land, an estate in, 91 

mortgage for fixed term, must be reasonable, 91 
legal, under, when arising, 90 
of public-house, covenant making “ tied,’* 91 
mortgagee, charging bonus or commission, 91 
mortgagor, right of, until day of payment passed, 90, 91 
nature of, 91 

repayment, on, property to go back to mortgagor, free and 
unfettered, 91 

rights of owner of, against tenant, 04 
rules of descent relating to, 94 
to set aside deed, assignment of, 90 
devise of, 90 

is ecjuitablc interest in land, 90 
position of parties until money repaid, 90 
setUement, 10, 71 

wife’s conduct a bar to, 72 

escheat, equity of retlemption, the legal estate, not the equity, escheated, 06 
extension of doctrine to equitable estates, 96 
incident of legal, not of equitable estate, 95 
none whore qite dictl intestate without heirs, 96 

exclusive juri8<liction of Court of Chancery, 9 

executed trust, equitable limitation, by way of, without words of inheritance 
gives life estate only, 94 

executor, accident, loss of assets by, relief against, 27, 48 
executory gift, future interest created by, 96 
trust, coustrucil with freedom, 95 
expectant heir. See fraud. 

exiKmses, in dealing with property of another, 71 
ttduciary relationship, 156 
following assets, 159 

foreclosure, agreement to execute legal mortgage, carries remedy of, 93 
charge created by debentures, 93 
dc^Kisit of title dcotls, charge by, carries remedy of, 93 
mortgaTO, of, property abroad, 65 

right of, allowed under judgment which is a charge on land, 93 
how originated, 91 

sale formerly not ortlercd in lieu of, 78 
settlement on will, charge under does not carry right of, 93 
title by, an entirely new title, 91 
forfeitures, cases for relief recognised in equity, 153 

covenant^ breach of, in lease, reli^ against not general in equity, 163 
jurisdiction to grant relief conferred on courts of common law, 163 
negligence, no i^icf in case of, 153 

{Hieacssion, recovery of, out of court or under judgment, the old lease 
continues, 153 

relief against, none when wilful, 72 
rent, non-|myment of, extent of relief, 153 

statutory provision relating to relief, 163 
fraud, aellon, subject of based on, no laobes during Ignorance of fraud, 170 
actual, concurrent JaiisdicUon, 15 
as defence to action, 13, 14 
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EQUITY — eontimued* 

fraud, agreement, in frand of crediton. at law, in equity, fO 
eatmt tmptor^ application of maxim, 14 
consent, want of, unsoundneas of mind, 15 
consideration, inadequacy of. as ground for relief, 16 
constructiye, equitable jurisdiction, 15 

heirs expectant, advantage token of, 15 
party not a free agent, 16 

sunrise, relief against consent obtained by, 15 
third parties’ rights infringed, 16 
oontract with lunatic, extent of relief, at common law, 16 
for necessaries. 1(» 
where in gooil faith, 16 
no relief, 16 

court, appropriate, how determined, 14 
creditors, deed of composition, rcpu<]iation of, 20 
debtor and creditor, agreement betwetm. 20 

recovery of money paid under, 20 
deceit, proof required in action for, 14 
drunkenness, relief against contract, 16 

duress, Imil given under legal arrest, where relief granted, 12 
degree of, how far relief granteil, 19 
effect of, 19 

prison, conveyance or contract made in, 19 
fine obtained by, party decrecfi to be a trustee, 47 

g oods, passing off, 16 

cirs expectant, ancestor, consc'nt of, effect on iMirgain, 21 
elements constituting fraud on, 20 
former grounds for relief, 21 
foundation of doctrine of fraud on, 21 
relief, costs, 21 

removal of pressure on, confirmation by, 21 
sale by auction, Iftfna JidfM of, 21 
terms on seating asi<le bargains, 21 

nnconsciouable or catching bargains with, relief against 20 
usury laws, loans under, 2 1 
how arising, iuggestw faUi^ guppregjoo reri^ 14 
innocent party, restitution from, 14 
land, will of, power of Court of Chancery, 13 
law, procedure at, not interferetl with, 11 
legatee fraudulent declared trustee, 13 

loans, persons having general expections, terms unconscionable, 21 
lunatic, acts of, principles relating to, 16 
innrx'cnt partitas, relh'f against, 16 
marriage brocage contract, relief against, 20 

secret contracts defecating agreement on, relief against, 20 
s^'curity by husband or wife to t>ersaD procuring, 20 
settlement, cannot be set aside for, 17 
married woman, disposition by, in fraud of marital rights, 20 
fraud on, 16 

misrepresentation, innocent, 15 
penion partieep% erfminw, relief to, 20 
probate obtained by, interference of equity, 18 
procedure at law and in equity, 14 
pro|>erty abroad, action found^ on, 66 
relief against, restitution to former position, 17 
remedy for, better in equity, 14 
right to complain of, not marketable, 90 
•urijrisc, ground for resisting specific performance, 1 7 
relief against, 17 

third party, relief in cases involving injury to, 20 
on grounds of public f>olicy, 20 
trade mark and name, in, equitable jurisdictioti, 16 
onoonscionable transaction, relief against, 21, 22 
undue influence, evidence of, 17 

fiduciary relationship, rule applies daring existcface of, IS 
gift mfter fiduciary relationsliip terminate, lA 
gnardian and wara, 18 
boaband and wife, rale not applicable to, IS 
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EQUITY — continued, 

fraud, undue influence, innocent third parties, restitution by, 18 
parent and child, 18 
parents, ceasing, 18 

disproYcd, 18 

not exercised for parents* benefit, 18 
person in looo parentU^ 18 
physician and patient, 19 
religious superior, 19 
resettlement by child, where upheld, 18 
restitution ordered when property passed, 1 7 
settlement of property, mutual interests, rule not applied ,18 
solicitor and client, 19 
trustee and ceetui que trusty 18 
where presumed, 18 
unsound mind, persons of, 16 
Toluntary settlement, when may be set aside, 17 

where power of revocation omitted, 17 
weakness of mind, unfair transaction, ground for relief, 16 
will, cognisance of Proimte Court, 13 

obtaining by, interference of etjuity, 13 
Frauds, Statute of, dispensed with in equity, where, 12 

not allowed to be made instrument of fraud, 75 
f rccbcnch, none out of trust estate existing at date of marriage, 96 
fun<l in court, separate account, carried to, title of assi^ce, 104 
gambling transaction, suit in e^iuity not maintainable, if by statute unlawful, 73 
gift, devisee, to, upon jiarol trust, 75 
imperfect, not assistc<l, 97 

intention to make, property becoming vested in donee, 98 
hoir<at*law, devise to, where his own property disposed of, doctrine of election 
applies, 119 

heirlooms, election, doctrine of, does not apply to, 117 

** ho who comcH into equity must come with clean hands,*’ basis of maxim, 72 
“ ho who seeks e(iuity must do equity,” meaning of, 70, 71 

rule acted upon in granting relief, 70 
hire-purchase agreemeut, purchaser with notice, subject to, 81 
Illegal consideration, dee<i, founded on, delivery up of, 73 
defendant, plea by, 73 

maxims, application of ex turpi caned actio non oritur, 
in pari delicto melior est conditio poseidentie, 73 
plaintiff parCiceps crinunie, 73 
transnetion, action on, none will lie in equity, 72 
where intended use of pn>j>erty is immoral, 73 
imperfect gift, equity will not nasist, 98 

trust, declaration of, court will not treat as, 98 
improvements, by pei’soa other than owner, acquiescence in, 168 

permanent, under mistaken belief of title, relief, 71 
incumbrancer, former protection of, by getting in aatUfled term, 84 
injunction, oocounta of rents, profits, and interest, where delay created, statutory 
bar, 49 

agreements, enforcement of, where in substance negative, 60 
where negative and positive stipulation, 50 

covenant not express but inferred from 
positive contract, 50 

bond, relief to plaintiff restrained while amount due less than penalty, 
48, 49 

copyright, ground for equitable jurisdiction in infringement of, 60 
Ck>urt, High, general Jurisdiction of, 51 

principles of law a guidance to, 60 
covenants, negative and positive, relative relief in, 61 
damages, power to give, in lieu of, or in addition to, 61 
doubtful righta, restraint of assertion of, 42 
equity, proceeding in, restrained to compel interpleader, 48 
matters investigated at law, not retried in, 48 
no interference by, with other courts, but only with defendant, 

equitable doctrines, injunction enforced by, 48 
executor, action against, restrained where assets lost by fire, 48 
where action against, does not now lie, 48 
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injanctioii, foreign conrt, proceedings in, restrainai br» 48 

injury, relief against, bj, where damages inadequate, 60 
where only threatcne«i, 61 
Intenm injunction, granted on undertaking, 50 
judgnaent, eOect of injunction on, in CMjuity, 47 

relief against, where re<?eipt for’debt found, 48 
jurisdiction in, when auxiliary, concurrent, or exclusive, 47 
law, princif>le of equity in restraining ac^tions at, 47 
principles of, are fonc»we<l in legal rights, 50 
proceedings at, prtxoss in restraint of, 7, 47 

restrained when administration decreed, 47 
where remedy lost by restraint in c<iuity, equity relierod, 48 
libel, use of in cases of, an innovation. 40 
light, interference with, ground of jurisiliction of wpiity, 50 
matters in which legal rights must first bo establislmi, 50 
nuisance, public or private, relief against to prevent irreparable 
injury, 49 

patents, ground of equitable jtiriMllclion as to infringemeot of, 
50 

proceedings in other courts, where interfered with, 48 

not restmincil, 48 

public body, against, 50 
pur|K>se8 of, 47 

remedy of, a foundation of ec|oitabte jurisdiction, 46 
the early use of the, 4 7 

rights, must bt? proprit»tary or contractual, 49 

inf rill gem cut of, in what matters relief gntntcd, 49 

injunction mu^t be prayed in bil), 49 
restrained, 49 

right to, test of, 50 

terms of, formerly negative, now mandatory, 47 
title, legal, relief before cstabl ishr^rl at law, f»0 
trespass, originally matter only for action at law. 49 
where no injury to landowner, 50 
waste, ground fi»r inteifcnuice of f^iuity in restraining, 49 
immediate relief in fdain ca*ieM, 50 
relief extended to legal and oc]uitable, 49 
in jtermnnmy equity acts, not in rem^ 65 

interpleader, a^nt, claim against by principal and third party, 57 
bailee, action of detinue against, by bailors, 57 
bill of, plaintiff must chiini no iiiieri»t, 57 
chartcriiarfy, conflicting claims und#T, 57 
claims, conflicting, legal and e<|ui table, 58 

wiici'c both etiuitable, 58 
deposit, assignment of interest by depositor. 58 
doctrine of, 58 

eipiity, Jnriscliction in. supplemental to law, 57 
finding, applied in cases of, 57 

law, at, mat tern to which remedy formerly confined, 56 
mattcia in which remedy applied, 57 

did not lie. 57 
proceedings, effect given to ctqwiticss. 63 
remedy, extension of. by Court of ('hanccry, 57 
tenant, claim against, adversely to recognised landlord, 58 
by annuitants, 58 

intestacy, where procured by heir, on representation, 75 
joint account clause in mortgage, bow treated!, 70 
tenancy, marriage, effect uf, 70 

settlement, ante-nuptial, tcTcroil by, 70 
severed by contract for sale, 70 
jointure, agreement to, |>ow€;r not exercised, 74 
judgment, relief against unooosdientioiia, 7, 47 
Judicature Acts, effect of, 61 — 65 

jurisdiction abroad, extent of relief where property, 66 
Crown dominions, not restricted to, 66 
defendant within, property without, eonrt Interrenes, 66 
equity declined if damages claimed at law, 67 
foreckssare, action fior, property out of, 65 
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jurisdiction, foreign court, litigation in, 66 

land abroad, delivei^ of possession, court cannot decree, 66 
lands abroad, will of, question of validity of, 66 
property abroad, foreign law, no order in bz^cb of, 66 
realty abroad, extension of, to 66 
rentcharge, where situate abroad, 66 

subjects not within, contracts and trusts enforced inpertonam^ 66 
title to land abroad, claim depending on, 66 
laches, accounts, re-opening of, where fraud recently discovered, 171 
acquiescence on plaintiff's part, effect of, 169 

the chief ground for creating a bar, 169 
bar hjj when allowed, 168 
beneficiary, action by, to follow assets, 173 
cejitui que trust ^ acquiescence by, how far a bar, 173 
class, by, less readily imputed, 169 

company, claim by, against director in respect of acts ultra viretf 169, 773 

considerations upon which doctrine found^, 169 

constructive trust, relief after long acquiescence refused, 173 

contmet, rescission of, relief should be promptly sought, 174 

conveyance, claim to set aside, circumstances considered, 171 

delay in prosecuting claims not favoured, 168 

depends on circumstances affecting each case, 169 

directors, acts of, where ultra rires^ acquiescence by shareholders, 169,172 
donor must act promptly after discovery of rights, 173 
expenditure by defendant allowed by plaintiff knowingly, 171 
fidelity of another person, entitled to rely on, not bound to inquire until 
suspicious, 171 

fraud, discovery of, when imputed, 171 

full knowleilge of facts and of rights necessary to condone, 171 
ignorance of, without fault, no laches, 171 
relief must be sought promptly after discovery, 171 
will prevent, until person defrauded is aware, 170 
gifts under undue influence, none till acquaintance with rights and end of 
influence, 174 

guardian and ward, ns to claims between, 172 
infancy, cannot be imputed during, 170 
injunction, right to, not barred tiU legal right is barred, 169 
when interlocutory, how Reeled by laches, 169 
Interlocutory injunction where defendant has incurred expense during 
delay, 169 

knowleclgo of rights implied by acquiescence, 169 

lease, agreement for, possession under, delay in applying for lease no bar, 
1 74 

length of delay and nature of acts done during interval, effect of, 169 
time, evidence of assent or acquiescence, 169 
lunacy, during, no acquiescence can be imputed, 170 

married woman, now in position of feme sole and affected by doctrine, 170 
position of, no bar to acquiescence, 170 
mistake, until discovered or reasonable means of doing so, no bar, 170 
mortgage^ claims to set aside sales by, and to follow assets, 173 
partnership interests, as applied to, 173 
person entitled must be first ascertaiDcd, 170 
plain tiffs conduct amounting to, 169 

delay by, may be so great as in itself to constitute, 171 
position of defentiant as result of plain titTs delay most be looked at, 171 
on defendant's part becoming changed, 169 
poverty added to other circomstanoes may M an ingredient, 170 
prompt action, cases in which, necessary to bar, 173 

property, convevance of, olaim to set aside, defendant's altered circum- 
stances looked at, 171 
relief io aid of stale demands refused, 168 

remainderman, not imputed to, until interest falls into p os s e s si on, 170 
omission to have fund secured, 170 

re^tance, means of, lost through delay in bringing claim, doctrine applies, 

tevendon, oontract for purchase of, purchaser cannot wait until levemioii 
raisin, 174 

sale of, claim to set aside, 173 
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laeh«8, right presumed to be knoum where the fecte from which ft arises are known 
170 

shares, contract to takCi c l a im must be made iramodiaielv on facts becoming 
known, 174 

specific performance, delay for one year or less a bar, 174 

relief must be sought with great promptitude, 174 
Statute of Limitations, under, ignorance does not exclude, 170 
statutory period, pUuntifi entiUed to full benefit of, 108 
tenant for life, recoupment of deficiency of income out of existing fund, no 
bar to, 173 

time, which in practice will bar claim on account of delay, 179 
trust, breach of, no bar to action for, except where assentcHl to or condoned. 
172 

express, time apart from statute, no bar, 172 
of mining property after long time and much expenditure, 174 
trustee, improper ssJe by, property passed through various hands, reason 
for non-interference, 171 
trustees, claims against, to set aside sales, 172 
undue infltienoe, no laches until removed, 170 
law, administration of, intention of all systems in tiie, 7 
where ineffectual, 7 
lease, fire, rent not suspended, 27 

coal-mines, deficiency of coal, no relief, 27 
legal estate, aliscncc of, prior crpiity prevails, 70 

effect of “get ting in ’* wWrc no notice of priorities, 82, 83 
importance of, in equity, is instance of principle, “equity follows the 
law,” 81! 

land, in, notice by subsequent incumbrancer to holder of, docs not 
give priority, 80 

may be got in after proceedings commenced to establish priorities, 83 
mortgage of, when postpejned, 80 

mortgagee satisfied, holding, with notice of trust U trustee, 83, 84 
outstanding, rule governing piiorititw, 78 

passing by estoppel not available where estoppel not birnling on prior 
claimant, 82 

priority bv better right to call for conveyance of, 81 
purchase from trustee, 8ub^•cflue^t discovery of trust, 89 
purchaser of, after notice of trust in, 83 
for value without notice, 81 
with notice of trust becomes trustee, 83 
protection of, by, 82 

sulxiequent, obtaining alis^dute protection, 89 
without, may subsequently get it in, 82 

notice frt>m irustetj holding u(>on express trust, 89 
“ fui prutr 0 gt jwtwr etijurtt' when iieparteii from, 79 

sulMO()Dent getting in, notice immaterial, 83 
trust affecting, nature of, 84 

of, for subsequent purchaser, 81 
legatee, gift to, npon parol trust, 76 
lien, land abroad, no order to establlsb, 60 
vendor's, 92 

I«ocke King's Acta, effect on marshalling, 145 
lanatie, acts of, principles relating to, 16 

charge and estate devolving otherwise than by purchase, merger of, 14S 
when paid off by court, 148 
oontract with, at common law, 16 
extent of relief, 16 
for necessaries, 16 
where no relief, 16 
ineapscity as to own act, plea 16 
Innooent parties dealing with, relief, 16 
laches not imputed to, 1 70 

marriage settlemeot, acquiescence in ignorance of title, no Kdief, 168 
mistake In, 24, 25 

married woman, election to confirm settlement, 126, 197 

by, 126 

equity to setilement, 10, 71 

eidoppel against, where separate pn^^erty sobject to festralnt, 168 
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married woman, roconrerBion by, 114 

right of bueband, court assists on terms, 71 
separate property recognised by Court of Chancery, 6 
where no trust, 9 

settlements, effect of equitable jurisdiction, 9 
testator disposing of property of, husband administrator and 
benefiting must elect, 124 

will of, husband's rights and benefits under, election, 120 
when void, no election by heir or next of kin, 120 
marshalling, administration, in, 37, 142 — 146 

of estates, distinction between creditors abolished, 144 
doctrine as formerly applied in, 144 
Admiralty actions, application of principle to, 146 
a[>plied to estates of whatever nature, 143 
bankruptcy, application in, 146 

beneficiaries, as between, restricted to real estate descended to heir, 146 
where one disappointed by creditor, 144 
charitable legacies when void, doctrine not applied unless testator 
directed, 146 

court, when matter under control of, 142 

creditors, claims by, what is necessary for application of, 142 

right of, where one fund not uniler control of debtor, 143 
Crown, claims by, when against whole property and by creditors 
against part, doctrine applied, 146 
devised estate, charged with debts, legatee's right to marshal, 146 

subject to mortgage to be paid out of personalty, right 
of pecuniary legatees, 145 
devisee preferred to legatee, 145 

direction to pay debts, enables pecuniary legatees to marshal, 145 
doctrine, explanation of, 142 

first incumbrancer, right of not interfered with, 142 
jurisdiction of equity exclusive, 10 

Liund Transfer Act, 1897, effect of, on charge of debts not adverse to 
doctrine, 146 

legatees, right of, where legacies charged, 146 

liens, in favour of, actual lien essential, 144 

mortgagee, in favour of, of part of goods distrained upon, 146 

8ubsi>qucnt, of property under voluntary settlement 
taking legal estate without notice, 143 
mortgages, second mortgagee will be assisted by application of 
doctrine, 143 

paraphernalia of widow, principle of, applies to, 145 
pecuniary legatee not entitled to marshal against a residuary devisee, 
145 

legatees, right of, on exclusion of application of Locke 
King's Acts, 146 

principal and surety, effect when applied to claims against, 142 
rights necessary to authorise, 143 

settlement, mortgage of property settled, remedy of beneficiaries, 14S 
surety for mortgage debt, paying off, rights in property against 
another mortgagee, 143 

rights of, to creditor's securities, the foundation of, 146 
third party, not to be prejudiced by, exception, 144 
volunteers, doctrine applied in favour of, 148 

titles of, confined to different properties, doctrine not 
applied 143 

under settlement not prejudiced by rights of subsequent 
mortgagee, 143 

Master of tbe Bolls, office of, early duties, 4, 6 

meiger, advantage that less of two estates be kept alive, no merger, 146 

application of doctrine in equity, depends upon inten^n^ actual or 
presumed, 146 

charge, taking transfer of. In name of tmstee, is evidence, but not 
conducive, against, 148 

court will decide for or against application of doctrine where penon 
incapable, 147 

disposition of property by wiU»or Intsr Hros, free from puichoaed duuge 
and for vaiue, 148 
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merger, devise to stranger on condition, heir entering for breach is tmstoe for 
legatee, 149 

doctrine of, at law, in equity, 146 

equity of redomntion, purchaser of, can keepalive prior incumbrance, 148 
fee liable to be defeated by executory devise, no application. 147 
simple and absolute ownership of charge, mergper preaumetl, 147 

owner of, paying off charge, where presumption docs not 
arise, 148 

Infant tenant in tail, charge paid off by court, no merger, 148 
intention, from what inferreci, 148 

not expressed, presumption fn>m circumstances, 146 
Judicature Act, l87:i, effect on doctrine of, 146 

land, charge on, when purchased by owner, merges where no Intention 
expres.se^l, 147 

devistd to heir-at-law subject to couditiun, comlition enforctnl, 149 
Iverson entitled, ac^tuiring charge it, wlicn kept alive, 117 

life interest in cliargo, not terminataig in lifetime of owner of land, no 
merger, 147 

limited owner, charge a«'quire<l by, presumpf i»*n against, 1 17 
long term, treatment of, when to advantage of holder, 146. H7 
lunatic, charge and devolving upoti otherwise than by purchoin', 148 

where charge paid off by et)urt. cITi'Ci of, 148 
mortgagor, paying off first charg<^ cannot set up charge ermUd by 
himself, 148 

owner, incapable of intention, no preNumpti<«n arise'*, 148 
remainderman not to benefit by purclmHc of eliarge by limiloti owner, 147 
rights, estutcH h* ld in <lifTererit, no npplicniioii, 140 

tenant for life, with ultimate remainder in fee, pny*”6 "If charge, charge 
not merge, 147 

in tall, d'Ktriiic applies to, uiilesa forbul len by slatiito to bar, 147 
trust, declaration t>f by owner of charge will prevent merger, 148 
mistake, agreement, after constructron of, by aniri and payment, no relief, 22 
ciicunihtancw inducing, of fact, of law, 23 
in, ns to interest of parlies, relief, 23 
by both fiartics, relief in equity, 22 

one fiarty, parol evjdene<?, at law, in equity, 22, 23 
cause of, language, circumstances inducing, 22 
language, intent ion of parties. 22 
meaning of mistake of law,” 23 
compromise, in, c<rnsiderattonsnp[>lie<l, ttf fart or law, 21 
douiaful law, no groumi for relief, 24 
duty of dischrsure in, family arriirigement, 24 
c£re<!t <»f non-dmeJo’^ure by ,<arlv in, 2f 
point of law kiiow’n to party’s legal adviser, 24 
relief, why not g^meial, 24 
set aside for mistake of 24 
what facts arc relevant, 21 
where relief on qm’wiiouM of law, 21 
withholding of knowlc^lJJ:c by one party, 24 
OOniract, double rnc^aning, ahi'niative plea, 23 

in, when unilateral, parties not od tVfcm, 23 
private right in subject of, a matter of fact, 23 
words clear, no relief, 23 

deed^ mistake by all parties and proof of actual inientiou necessary to 
relief, 24 

one party, no relir^f unless induced by fraud, 26 
in form of, if of law. bow far rrdieved, 26 
one party d<^i, relief on parol evidence of anottier, 25 
parcels in ermveyMice, how recti 26 
parties to relief in, must show clearly the amended form, 26 
poll, in voluntary, power of revocation omiiterl, rellcff 26 
purchaser buying bss own pro|>erty, relief, 25 
when intention of parties not expressed, 21 
marriage setUemeni, as to mistake in, 24, 25 
BBone/f payment olt mistake of fact, relief in equity, 22 
remedy at law, in equity, 22 
trustee in bankruntcy must refund, 22 
under miriake of mw, relief In o(|tiity, 22 
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mistake, money , tccot iry of when paid by, 9, 28 
order, by consent, when set aside, 24 
relief a^nst obtained, 6, 10, 22, 25 

law and equity, difTerenccs in nature, 22 
specific performance, defence to action for, 23 

where refused, damag^ in lien of, 23 
title, where defect in, remedy, 25 
money-lender, security of, when void under statute, relief, 71 
mortgage, agreement fettering the equity, when made subsequent to, 92 
doctrine of “ tabula in navfragio,** 83 
equity of redemption, 90 

further advance, parol agreement not admissible, 92 
|)er8ona] property, equity of redemption in, 96 
priorities of mortgages, 81 
rights of parties adjusted, 10 

third mortgagee lending without notice of second charge, effect of 
getting in legal estate, 83 

mortgagee, death of mortgagor intestate and without heirs, former right of 
mortgagee, 95 

leaseholds of, by deposit, position of, 97 

taking assignment of, liability, 97 
legal estate of, when postponed, 80 

mortgagor and, accounts between, property out of jurisdiction, 66 
notice to, where immaterial, 83 
second, with security in form of legal mortgage, 92 
security of first, effect of appropriation of payments under role in 
ClaytorCg Ca»e.y 84 

shares, taking mortgage of, position of, 97 
with legal estate, further a<.lvances by, 84 
fis eweat regno^ account, in matter's of, 60 

alimony, former use of, to enforce payment, 60 
e({ui tabic bail, formerly constituting B[>ecie8 of, 60 
matters in which formerly iasued, 60 
mcsric process, arrest on, bail under, 59 
procedure since Judicatui'e Acts and Debtors Act, 1869.. .60 
under DebUrrs Act, 1869... 59 

writ deemed properly issued unless defendant moves to discharge, 
61 

issue of, where peremptory time for payment, 60 
of, matters in w'bich, now issued, 60 
original use of, 60 

prevention of defendant leaving country, 59 
principles now applicsd, 60 

negotiable instrument lost or destroyed, i^ief granted at equity, at law, 26 
notice, denial of, w’hat is, 76 

paraphernalia, bluest by husband of **all his jewels,*' effect on wife’s, 121 
marshalling in favour of widow, 145 
part {x^rforroance, title dcctis, delivery of, an act of, 92 

partition, account of rents and profits decreed where oo-owncr has been in 
(losscasion, 4i 

tenant in common in occupation, how charged, 41 

(Kiesession of more th^ his share, 41 
basis of juisdiction of the Court of Chancery in, 40 
commissioners, duty of, where rights of parties ascertained, 40 
w'hcre no guide t^ might draw lots, 41 
conveyances, power in equity to direct, 40, 41 
eopybolcLs, or customary freeholds, formerly not subject to, 40 
division of separate prororties unnecessary, 41 

equity, facilities granted in, for inquiry into title, for ascertaining value, 
40 

will make award for owelty of partition, 40 
JvrladicUon assumed in equity owing to inadequacy of at law, 6, 10, 40 
law, tnader|oncy of remedy at, 40 
lien of oo-owner for improvementa, 41 
parceners, remedy at law formerly cmly available for, 40 
practice, formerly by oommiaaion, then in chambem, 41 
procedure, mode of where several properties, 41 
property abroad, court cannot intmere, 00 
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partition, remaindermen unborn, represented by tenant for life, 
right, was a matter of, 41 
sale as a rirfe now onierc<l in lieu of, 40 
title, reason for rtHjuiriug legal to be before court, 41 
where ontstanding, as in mortgagee, 41 
writ of, when abolished, -lO 

partnership account, when dccrecil without dissolution, 38 

agreement for, where specific ijcrformnnce ilecrccd, 38 
assets mnrshallc<l in favour of creditors, 3U 

discovery, renicxiy available at equity in partnership matters, 38 
dissolution ordcreil in enuity, in what cases, 38 

where it hiui occiirrctl, account dccreetl, 38 
equity, jurisdiction in partncrsViip mattcni, fi, 10, 38, 39 
injunction, partners rt^atnunctl by, 38 

partner, judgment crotlitor of, what is available in oitecution for, 39 
partners, joint covenant by, tn-ated as several on death of one part nor, 

89 

real estate, r!onversif*n of. 39 

devolved as personalty, 39 
receiver, aiq^onitmcni oi in, equity, 3S 

reriK'tly affecting partnership more cffoolive in 0 ()uity than at hm, 38 
trust in favour of w'idow of partner, 97 

part pciformancc, contract of service not taUeri out of Statute of Frauds by, 65 

contracts, applicable to all, of which specific performance would 
have been grante*!, <>3 

land, contract for sale of, taken out of Statute of Frauds by, 66, 76 
patent, infringement of, account of pr<tfits, <>8 
penalties, lx>nd, n lief, %vhcic violatain of condition wilful, 161 
charterparty, relief ngaiubt penalty in, 161 
rf>ndjtion prcc<*deiit, %vhen relieved agairn>t, 162 
damages, lujuidafed, or penalty, 161 

debt, part to Iw lu'ci'ptisl in Rctilemeut if paid at certain lime, no relief 
for default, 162 

payable by inKtalments, whole <lebl payable on default licing 
made, not penal, 162 

Interest, cominiKsion in addition to, in dtdault of payment, not a 
penalty, 162 

higher rate stipulate*! for in mortgage, but at lower rats if 
punctually paid, no relief nn non-payment, 162 
liquidated damage**, where sum ascertained to be, no relief, 161 
matters in which relief gnint<*<l, 161 

money payment, provision for rhnrnishing amount or payment by 
instalments, effect of, 162 

mortgage, higher rate of interest where not regularly paid, |>cnalty not 
recoverable, 161 

rerliiclion of interest on, prompt payment, not illegal, 162 
negative covenant, breach of, penalty no Ijur to injunction, 151 
non-payment, on, of smaller sum, larger sum to ixi paid, a penalty, 
relief, 161 

principle of rclnd agtdnst ficnalty the foundation of the equity of 
redemption, 162 

property, forfeiture of interest in, on non-payment of money ^ (ienal,aDd 
CAn be relieved ngainsC, 162 
punctual payment, day fixe<l for payment, 152 

purchase- money, balance of, where not pa.d, (lOMCssion resumed, relief 
on terms, 152 

velief against, ground of, 161 

only when compensation can be mode, 161 
sale with right of repurchase within specified time, right lost oo default, 
152, 153 

wdll, condition in, iraoronce of, no ground for relief, 158 
penaliics and forfeitures, relief against in er|uiiy, 6, 10, 150, 153 
performance, act, when presumed a, 139 

after-acquired pro^Yeriy, os to covenouta affecting, 140 
beneficiary, purchase by. with money obtained from trustees, 140 
charge on purcliosed lauds not created during lifetime of settlor, 1 iO 
covenant to exercise a limited testamentary |K>wcr, application of 
principle, 141 
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performance, covenant to exercise limited testamentary power, as to validity of, 141 
provide money at or after death, doctrine applies, 141 
purchase and settle lands, effect of suitable purchase 
without settlement, 139 

settle, lands purchased but unsettled bound as against 
heir-at-law, 140 

less in value, satisfaction pro 
tanto^ 140 

literal compliance with not necessary, 140 
specific lands, effect of, 140 
doctrine not applied until death of covenantor, 141 
intestacy, amount received under includes the £500 which widow 
takes, 141 

operates as performance of covenant wholly or in part, 141 
share of estate devolves on covenantee under covenant to 
provide money, 141 

under, not applicable where covenant is to provide an 
annuity or life interest, 141 
presumed if money payable in covenantor's 
life, 141 

presumed, whether covenant “ to leave ’* or execu- 
tors shall pay,*’ 141 

widow can take under a covenant a life interest in whole 
and her distributive share under, 141 
lands, subject to covenant, exchange of, for other lands and money, 
effect of, 141 

mortgage of lands purchased, equity of redemption only subject of 
settlement, 140 

principle goveniing doctrine; 139 

purchase of copyholds, where covenant to settle freehold, not pre- 
sumed a, 140 

lands presumed a, when covenant was to settle lands or 
rentcharge of specified value, 140 
leaseholds for life, when covenant to settle estates in 
fee simple, none, 140 

reversion on leasehoUls for life, one life outstanding, 
where covenant to settle freeholds, 140 
subsequent to covenant, presumption will only arise when, 
140 

purchased interest of same nature ns that specified in covenant, 140 
lauds, subsequent sale of, nullifies presumption, 140 

where mortgagetl by settior, presumption not 
rebutted, 140 

statute, obligation aiising under statute, 139 

tenant for life, expenditure by, in improvements, not satisfaction of 
covenant to pay money to trustees, 140 
trustees, purchase by, holding fuuds for investment in land, pro- 
sumption, 140 

value of lands, the price paid for them if bond Jido^ 141 
widow, application of doctrine, where covenant to convey specific 
share, 141 

cannot take her distributive share iu addition to what taken 
under doctrine, 141 

doctrine applied in case of a, without her taking out 
administration, 141 

will, by, of covenant, intention must be clear, 142 

when wiiliin rule of satisfaction of debt by 
Icgi^y, 142 

provision by, not primd faeio performance of covenant to 
provide money, 142 
peipeioatkm of testimony, action for, 46 

bill for, commission prayed only in, 46 
practice under, 45 

legitimacy, right of child to settled property, 46 
matter, nature of, in respoot of whlcn suit maintained, 
45 

prooedure, where most frequently used, 45 
proceedings in, how now oommenoed, 46 
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perpetuation of testimony, property, nature of, in respect of which suit malntafa* 

able, 45 

statutes affecting, 45 
suit for, object of, 45 

personal property, assignments intifr rirus, necessity for trust, 96 

foreclosure or salo proper rem^y on mortgage of, where not 
passing by delivery, 96 

le^tce for life of, entitled absolutely to things gum %um 
eonsumuntvr, 96 

poking by delivery, mortgage operates as pledge, 96 
princi files applkni to realty, apply also to, 96 
trust of, an equitable interest, 96 

mode of ci*catiDg successive interests, 96 
representative, accidental loss of aasets, 27 
policy of insurance, lost, court %vill direct payment, 26 

notice, constructive, applicable to mortgage of, 88 
power, execution, when defective, relief, 27 

illusory appointment uiuler, formerly set aside, 70 
purchase set aside, terms of relief, 72 

purchaser, actual notice, must follow up maitcia of which he has, 87 

a^istance formerly refused against, for value and without notice, 76 

contract, cuiiUed to accessions to value after date of, 99 

for value without notice favotiretl in equity, 76 

includes a mortgagee and lessee, 87 

innocent, acqui<*scenco of owner standing by, 168 

legal estate, obtaining, 76 

of, subje<*t to trust with notice, 83 
notice, constructive, to avoid, must investigate title fully, 87 
of equitable interest to, must make inquiries, 81 
persons cntitle<] to plea of ** purchase for value without notice,** 76 
pica of, by defendant, with legal estate, 77 
course of pra<;tioc as to, 77 
effect of Judicature Acts on, 78 
for value without notice, nH]uisit»^ to, 82 
how far ecpiity gave effect to, 7H 

rcje<ited in equity against legal estate, when sulistantial relief 
asked for, 77 
when an absolute bar, 77 
where claim mercrly equitable, 78 
not admitte<J, 77 

a bar to declaration of right, 77 
still available against o(|ulties, 78 
plot, of, absence of building scheme, effect on covenanU, 109 
protccti<*n of. by getting in legal estate, 82 
title foundinl on fraud on vendor, iixqiea/dimcnt of by, 90 
"purchaser for value,’* term includes mortgagee, 81 

pr'ipr est tempore^ petior ssf Jur 0 ^*' when departed from, 79 
girui bill of, to secure propcjrty, transferable in/uturo^ 52 

indemnity, covenant of, bill to relieve covenantee, 51 

plaintiff entitled to, as surety or under contract of, may 
maintain, 52 

money, payable in /vtvro, when court interfered, 52 
relief, how now granted, 62 

plaintiff must show imminent danger, 52 
remedy of, 51 

reversioner, bill by, to compel payment of arream of annual eharga, 
52 

shares, where action will He in rcsficct of, 52 
snrety, bill by, to compel debtor cm bond to pay, 61 
" writs of proven tion,** former remedies of, 5J 
receiver, appointment of, for whose benefft, 55 

where usually made, 54 
when it appears " just and convcDieot,** 55 
creditor, equitable, apfmintment in aid of, 55 

proceedings at law by, formerly necessary before appointaseat, 
56 

creditors, equitable rights of, appointment In aid of, 56 
debtor, eqnitaUe revcrsionai 7 interest of, ertension to, 56 
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receiver, equitable execution, by way of, circa nstances necessary to appointment 

of, 66 

procedure since Judicature Acts, 66 
law, judgment at, in aid of, 66 
mortgagee, nt instance of, now appointed, 65 

in possession, when interfered with, 66 
when not in possession, right of sut^equent incumbrancer, 65 
payment into court, analogous remedy by, 54 
possession by, interference with, leave of court, 65 
preservation of property, pending litigation, 54 
|)roce<iure for appointment of, 56 

pro[>crty, defendant in possession of, when appointed, 65 
of mortgaged, out of jurisdiction, 66 
preservation of, in equity by appointment of, 64 
where “ in medio,** 65 

real property, when receiver will be appointed, 66 
title, legal, relief only where special grounds, 65 
securities, enforcement of, 55 

reconversion, actual conversion does not effect doctrine of, 108 

devise of property, describing it as land at particular place, will 
effect, 115 

direction to invest in land, money uninvested for fifty years, 116 
election to effect, 112 

failure of purposes for which conversion directed, 108 
trusts, instances of, 108 

final, only by direction of all persons absolutely entitled, 113 
heir, disposition necessary to exclude, 109 


takes income undisposed of, 109 

where purposes of conversion fail, 108 
income of proceccls of sale disposed of, resulting trust of capital, 109 
mixed fund, where tlebts and legacies payable out of, 109 

real and personal estate have become, 108 
money, when notional land, subject to devise on trust for sale, 108 
mort^goe, sale by, in lifetime of mortgagor, none of surplus, 11? 
next of kin, disposition necessary to exclude, 109 
where purposes of conversion fail, 108 
total failure of pur]>oscs, 109 
testator may avoid by absolute directions, 109 
wheie sale by court, 112 

release, accord and satisfaction, discharge of right of action by, 164 
agreement to, for valuable consideration, effective, 164 
gratuitous, should in practice be under seal, 165 
iust rumen t under seal, right of action arising on, how released, 164 
knowledge of rights by person releasing, essential to be effectual, 166 
right of action, of, where equitable, under hand or verbally, 165 
verbal, when, must be clear and show immediate release, 165 
relief, at law, and in ^uity, principles underlying, 67 

rci^mlnt on anticipation, married woman cannot bind separate estate subject to, 


res^lctive covenants. See covenant. 

satisfaction, ademption by later smaller gift, effect pro tanto, 130 

only when gift subsequent to date of will, 180 
annuity bv will generally, and annuity by deed payable at fixed date, 
effect of, 138 

arises only where the person making {payment is bound to pay, 129 
cases in which doctrine applied, 128 

charge on testatoris estate, legacy to owner of charge, presumption 
arises, 139 

child, benefit must accrue to, to raise presumption, 130 
of debt due to, by advancement, how rebuild, 139 

presumed by an advancement in parent's lifoo 
time, 139 

where gift of less amount, uncertain or oon» 
tingent, presumption rebutted, 139 
payment of a liability to, no presumption, 130 
child's debts, provision for payment of, no presumption, 130 
claimant nnder child who nss to account, must sm aooount, 129 
eontingent interest, whmi satUdaciion of vested interest, 133 
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•atisfactioDi courts when it favours, when it leans against doctrine, 129 

debt by legacy, acceleration in date of payment, consistent with, 188 
no presumption where less advantageous to creditor, 
138 

not presumed if legacy contingent or of uncertain 
amount, 138 
presumption, 129, 136 

founded on maxim debitor non pmfMu- 
mitur dimarff 137 

rebut U'tl where not a proper equivalent, 
138 

where differences of title between, effect of, 138 

not (juedem grRori*^ as a devise of land, no 
presumption. 138 

creation of, contemporaneous with will, a reason against, 136 
creditor and legatee must be same person to raise presumption, 
137 

legacy to wife of, no presumption, 137 
direction to pay, covers indei>te<lne8s on covenant in favour of 
wife or beneficiary, 137 
subsequent contraction of debts, legacy by 
codicil to crctiitors, effect of, 137 
discharge of, before testator’s death, 137 

due at testator’s death, legac?y payable at fixed data after 
death, not presume*!, 138 

fixed <lato after dtuith, legacy without fixed date, no 
presumption, 138 

legacy less thxiii, not satisfaction pro tanio^ 136 

none by gift of a share of residue, 138 

not existing at date of will, no presumption, 136 

payable at death, legacy given gcncraily, pnwumption, 138 
presumption as to, applies eq<ially to tcsM4t<»rs chiUlren, 1J7 
when unascertained, 138 « 

debU, Of, by legacies, declaration as to, debt not to mentioned, pre- 
sumption rebutted, 139 

ditoction that portions be deemed satisficcl by sid>s<K|uent ailvances by 
specified person during his life, effect of, 128 
donatio mortis causd, later bequest of same amount, no presumption, 

gift! for specific purpose, subsequent gift effecting piir|>ose, touwlaiUm 

Ur^ro^wh«^hThcumstan unknown, pre^sumption of, 130 
of small sums or an annuity during testators lifetime, no 
presumption, 130 
gifts, must be ejusdem generis, 133 
illegitimate child, father of, pr««umption arising, 132 
in loco parentis^ an uncle making provision for brothers family, 

in situation of lawful father of donee, 131 
person may be, although father of rhmec living, 181 
presumption not from mere legacy, 132 
question of fact, part*! evidence, 131 
rcb*tion of, when inferrid. 181 . 

relative, evidence of Inti^ntion necessary to pwoe, 181 
Intention, evidence of, intrinsic and extrinsic, 129 

in absence of expression of, presumed, 1^ ^ ^ 

of imtUor or settlor, regard must be paid to drenmotnoem 
at date of Instrument, 128 
when expressly declared, 128 

land In satisfaction of money, or nice rersd, on testator's valuatlmi, 
133 

legacies, sdemplion of, by portions, 129 . 

leaacT given in satiwfactfon of debt liable to abate, 187 
foairiedwoBusii, where creditor-legatee, where debt formarty i^yaWa 
to hnshaiid, effect o^ 138 ^ 

owner of the estate charged with payment, gift by, 129 
^♦parent,** word restricted to fsthcr, 131 
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iatiaiactloQ, parol evidence admitted to rebut or support presumption of, 136, 139 
not admitted to vai^ or add to written instrument, 136 
of subsequent transaction not in writing, 136 
presumption must be raised before evidence admitted. 
136 

purpose for which admitted, 136 
rejected when intention expressed by will, 139 
portion, by advancement, on marriage, or to establi^ in business, 130 
double, from different estates, no presumption, 130 

gifts must be ejmdem generic to raise presumption, 
133 

never presumed by adding up small gifts, 130 
provisions by father or person in looo pare/ttis^ 1 31 
rule against, presumption may be rebutted, 132 
satisfied by legacies or subsequent portions, 129 
power of appointment, where person exercising, 129 
presumed, legacies to same person by different instruments or different 
legacies by same instrument, 129 
when gifts of same nature and to same person, 129 
presumption 8tr<mgcst where provision by will followed by settlement, 
132 

less strong when will follows settlement, 132 
pro tardo^ will be presumed, 130 

provisions, double, limitations in, effect of difference, 134 

slight differences, presumption not rebutted, 138 
residue, bequest of share of, adeemed by subsequent advance, 133 
gift of, to creditors proportionately, 137 
to children and strangers, how far children account, 133 
single child and stranger, presumption not admitted, 133 
settlement, in favour of devisee or legatee may be in form of covenant 
to pay, 128 

of, by will, election by beneficiaries, 135 

may operate as to some persons and not others, 
135 

of wife's life estate does not affect husband's 
or children’s rights, 135 
persons benefiting must elect, 135 

electing against will must compensate, 
135 

some beneficiaries not within settlement, those 
under both instruments must elect, 135 
preceded by will, difference of limitations, presumption, 
134 

direction to pay debts, no effect on, 132 
no firesumption where persons different, 
136 

preceding will, direction to pay debts, effect of, 182 

double portion, charge on real estate to pay 
incumbrances, effect of, 134 
effect on differences in limitations, 134 
settlor no right to substitute provision, donee may elect, 131 
substituting by will, only with l^cficiaries’ consent, 
131 

subsequent, value of provision at date of, deducted from 
legacy, 131 

settlements, consecutive, double provisions, how construed, 132 

power of revocation unexercised, ' effect on 
presumption, 133 

Scotland, role against double |M>rtion8 does not apply in, 129 
testator or settlor father of donee or placed in loco parentis, founda- 
tion of presumption, 129 

trustee, debt due from, lepicy to ecstui quo trust, no presumption, 137 
legacy by, liable for breach of trust priwtd/ade a satisfaction, 
138, 139 

two dispositions for satisfying specified moral purpose, presumption 
arises, 129 

gifts In nature of portions, presumption arises, 130 
wife, gift to, by will mid during last ilmess, same amount, 129 
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satisfied teroa, relief against, in aid of dower, 7, 43 
Bocority, action on, improperly obtained, 72 
company, money advanced to, 74 
▼oid, or voidable, relief on terms, 71 
sequestration, enforcement of decrees by, 65 

set-ofi, administrator who is sole next of kin, and debtor to testator, 163 
arbitrator's award or order of court, moneys due under, 163 
bankruptcy, right of, in, where there have been mutual dealings, 162 
basis of doctrine, the intention of parties, 162 

chose in action, assignee of, takes subject to a right of, unless excluded by 
contract, 164 

companies, in winding up of, creditor-shareholder, no set-olT against 
calls, 164 

company and debenture-holder, application of principle between, 164 

as between, and trade customer, where iioating charge by 
debentures, 164 

credit given on faith of contra tlcbt being paid, 162 
cross-demands, when subject of, 162 
dealings in which doctrine does not ari^e, 161 

debts must be recoverable by action to enable application of doctrine, 163 
when acquired by assigmnent, may be, 163 
executors, retainer by, of legacy for debt, not where funtl appropriaUsd for, 

164 t t 

executrix and residuary legatee, debt due from cannot be set off against 


debt to testator, 163 

fraud, wiiich raises a special equity to, 163 
joint debt against sepamte debt, when allowed, 163 
law, at, former rcme<ly of |»artie8 having mutual dealings, 362 
legatee-debtor bankrupt liefore or after tcstiitor'a death, extent of executor's 
right, 164 

executor can retain dcV>t, even if statutc-l-»arrcd, 163 
retainer by executor, principle applying. 163 
share paid to as legatee, and not to a legatee under wlH»m 
debtor claims, 164 

mortgagee, s' against, of costs of defendant in si>ecific performance, 
mortgage being subsequent to contract for wde, 164 
proceedings, where independent, no set off of costs, 163 
restricted in general to liqui(iate<^l tiemand, 162 
right of, early recognition of in equity, 162 

to, debts must accrue in same right, 163 
statute-barred debt cannot l>c against debt not so Imrrc^J, 163 
statutes, effect of, on right of, 162 
surety, where Joint d<fbtor, 163 . ^ 

wife, sum due to, husband’s debt set off against, 163 
settlement, ante-nuptial, where two, held one for purpose of election, 118 
beneficiary alao claiming projicrty ineff«sctuHl)y rnuat 

claim by, to pniperty comprised in bat not bound by 
settlement, 118 

covenant, by wav of, of copyholds, when not comjde e, S»7 

general wonls in. affecting pro|H:rty not legally included in, so as U» 

rewc»ti^r ex^ of power, effect of, in raising case of elooUon, 
117 

wife's equity to, enforoement of, 10, 71 
specific performance, contract for sale of land abr<^, W 

contracts in which decree not made, 11 
damages in addition to or in lieu of, 12 
grant of, when fonnerly made, 12 
jurisrliction in, object of, 11 * , • j 

marriage consideration, conveyance of land decreed, 11 
misrepresentation by plaintiff, no relief, 72 
nsrol agreement, enforcement of, 12 
pemn entitled to. may have righU of leg^ ^ 

purchase to acquire right to set sjddc deed for fimod not 
assisted, 20 

remedy. In what cacea applied, 12 

of, right to oompeneatlon, 67 
work, perforatanoe of, not generally decreed, 12 
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Statute ot Fraudfl, land, contract for sale, part [ erformanoe, 12, 65 
not intended to preTcnt relief against fraud, 75 
person using, to accomplish fraud, relief against in equity, 75 
Limitations, application of, in equity in absence of fraud, 175 
equity acts in analogy to, 175 

land and rentcharges, equitable claims to, effect in equity, 
175 

personalty, claim to, equity will not impose a limitation 
analogous to realty, 175 

secret profit, action in respect of, statute runs from time of 
discovery, 175 

by director or promoter, as to, 175 
statute not to bo made an instrument of fraud, 75 
stay of proceed! ings, e {Uitable ground for must be shown, C3 
stop order on fund in court by second incumbrancer without notice, 103 
subrogation, agent borrowing in excess of authority, lender’s right against 
principal, 150 

application of doctrine in equity, 149 

company borrowing in excess of powers, loan applied in reducing 
liabilities, 49 

loan to, lender does not rank before later creditors partly 
paid with his money, 150 
not entitled to securities of creditor paid off 
with his money, 150 
placed entirely in shoes of prior creditors 
paid with his money, 150 

creditor subrogated to executor's right is subject to defences avail- 
able against executor, 150 
doctrine of, how arising, at law, 149 

executor, liability incurred by, in carrying on business of testator, 149 
of, indemnified by right against assets, creditor 
can enforce the indemnity, 150 

Insurance, where contract for indemnity, remedy of underwriter or 
assurer, 149 

wife, right of persons supplying necessaries to, rests on an equitable 
assignment, 150 

supplying money for necessaries to, lender’s remedy against 
husband, 149 

aureiics, contribution as between, 30, 70 
surprise. See fraud. 

tacking of bond debt formerly allowed, 71 
mortgages, 71, 83 

tenancy by the curtesy, allowed out of equitable estate, 96 
in common, preferred in equity, 69 
tenant for life, a trustee for remainderman for some purposes, 90 
waste, equitable, liability for, 90 
time, equities e^iual except as regards, legal estate prevails, 81 
when made of essence by notice to complete 154 
mining lease, contract for, 154 
of essence of contract, 154 

effect of Judicature Act, 1673... 154 
public-house, contract for sale of, 154 
title, declaration of, is also that of title deeds, 78 

deeds, agent in possosmon of, fraud by, owner postponed 81 
equitable mortgage entitled to, omission to obtain, 80 
owner, not postponed by fraud of trustee, 80 
lost or destroyed, 25, 26 

mortgagee parting with possession of, subsequent advance, 80 
omission to inquire for, postponement of legal mortgage, 80 
purchaser bound to inquire and call for, 88 

may accept good reason for non-prodneiion, 88 
statement to, ** deeds at banken for safe custody,** 88 
suppression of, by plaintiff, 72 
trade mark and name. 8^ fraud, 
trespass, land abroad, no action will lie, 66 
trust for sale, mortgage, by way of. 91 

trustee, advaaoe by, to oettui fue f nwf , without nolioe of piior charge, 82 
sssM fits fmsf te bound to indemnify, 97 

< 82 ) 



Ikpsx. 


EQUITY — coniimisd, 

trosteei disabilitj of, to make profit, 168 
purchase, 166 

legacy by, Uable for breach of trust, primdfaiHe a satfsfacilor.. 188 
power of sale only, effect of mortgage by, 81 
purchaser, a, buying back trust pro[>erty, 82 

from, purporting to sell under trust for sale, 80, 81 
shares, of, liability for calls falls on, not wxtui qus trusty 96 
not limited to amount of trust estate, 97 
may be qualified as director, 97 
trusts, agent, fiduciary relationship to principal, 156 

banker, position of, in relation to customer, a debtor, 166 
when money placet! with, can be followeci, 169 
breach of, action for, where procurctl by plaintiff, 72 
remedy for, by way of account, 67 
of njstoration, 67 

bribe to agent, no trust until after judgment, 160 
eestvi que trusty as to the term, 89 

oettui que trust and trustee, relation between, one has the legal title, the 
other the equitable, 165 
classification of, 151 
common law, at, how Ireated, 89 

company, sale to, by mortgagee who is a member, 167 

constructive trust, trustee obtaining a new legal interest In the property, 

155 

w’heu equity considers leg;il owner trustee for another, 
155 

conveyance in name of person other than person providing purchosc-money, 
156 

creditor, right of, to follow assets, extent of, 160 

director or promoter of Ci>mpany, how far principles relating to trustees 
apply, 168 

directors and promoters, fiduciary relation to shareboldeis, 160 
doctrine of, applies to contracts, 97 
early form of, in uses, 89 
execution of, property abrosul, 66 

executor, discovering debts after payment of legacies, right of, 1G1 
paying legacies while debts remain, a breach of trust, 160 
right of, making overpayment to legatee by mistake, 161 
to follow assets against legatee, 1G1 

in respect of contingent liabilities!, 161 
who has neither proved nor disc]aim€^d, not a trustee, 158 
express or by operation of law, 151 

trust, failure of, resulting trust to w Ulor or bis ref»re«cDlatives, 165 
is, although all t«‘rms of instrument have to be consulted, 156 
matters necessary to be <lefined in, 156 
fiduciary character, the tci»t for diwibility U> |>oichasc, 158 
incumbrancer without notice, priority by notice t<» trustee, 79 
interest in, rested in eestui que trust on creation, 79 
lacbes, when a bar to action for breach of, 172 

land, express trust of, by deed, will or other written instrument, 164 
law, by operation of, cither consliuctivc or resulting, 166 
leaseholds, trustee of, taking new lease tn own name, 165 
legal estate taken by eschc’at, not the erpittabie, 96 

legatee, paid, becoming preferred through subsor{tient accidental loss, docs 
not refund, 161 

right of, to follow assets paid away by executor, 160 

where fund insufficient and another baa been paid an over 
proportion, 160 

legatees, payment of some, out of fund in court, 160 
limitation of, construction of in e<|uity, 95 

mercantile transactions, principles applicat»le to trusts apply to, 188 
money, earmarked in ei{uitr and can be followcxl, 159 
mortgage of aasets created oy exccutor-residuary legatee, 100 
parol, i^gnment, creation by, os to personalty, 164 

before Statute of Frauds, 94 
partner sot a trustee of parincrsblp assets, 156 

person, position of, involving oonfideneo, imp ro sse s bim with charaoier of 
trost^ 156 
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trnsta, personalty (other than leaseholds), express trust of, created by parol, 164 
precatory trust by words of recommendation, not readily construed, *156 
property, disposal of, purchase of other, with money added, rights of eestui 
que trusty 159 

rightful or wrongful, proceeds may be followed, 169 
equitable interests in, 9 

retains its nature, in original and altered state, 159 
subject to trust, may be followed by cestui qm trust, 169 
purchaser, for value without notice, not affected by right of cestui que trust 
to follow money, 160 

receiver, or trustee io bankruptcy, ^wa-^i-trustees, 166 

resulting trust arising through failure of express trust, entire or partial, 165 
none where gift intended, 155 
when arising, 155 
rights in, enforcement of, 6 

rules relating to persons standing in fiduciary position to others, 164 
solicitor, receipt of money by, for transmission, not in fiduciary nature, 156 
property by, when treated as trustee, 166 
trustee, as to remuneration of, 169 
Statute of Frauds, use of, to avoid, not allowed, 75 
stockbroker, money placed with, can be followed, 169 
stranger, parr ici paling in breach of trust, 156 

trafficking with another's money, how far a constructive trustee, 
158 

tenant for life, a trustee for remainderman, 155 

receiving purchase-money of property, a trustee, 169 
trustee and cestui que trust, essence of relation, 89 
cannot make profit out of trust, 158 

purchase trust property from himself, 167 
contract for purchase by, with cestui que trust, what will support, 
167 

drawing money from mixed fund, draws his own, 160 
expenses of, allowed ns first charge on estate, 159 
express, treated as, effect as to Statute of Limitations, 156 
has no sporting right over trust estate, 158 

interests of, must not confiict with those of cestui que trusty 156 
may divest himself of character of, io become purchaser, 157 
mixing money with own, cestui que trust's charge on whole, 159 
trust funds with own in business, effect of, 158 
money not actually reaching, but only credited in account, not ear- 
marked, 159 

must account to beneficiaries for benefits acquired, 1 58 
profit by, not allowed except by consent of cestui que trust, 154 
purchase by, after trusteeship has ceased or with consent of cestui 
que trust, 157 
when good, 157 

set aside by cestui que trust, terms of relief, 157 
on account of fraud, 157 

of trust property by. at auction, or from co-trustees, 157 
reason for no remuneration of, 158 
retention of trust funds by, must pay interest, 158 
takes no remuneration, in absence of special clause, 158 
where, has only an equitable interest, 155 

two trust funds, application of Clayton's Case, 160 
Tolunteers claiming through legatees, may have to refund, 160 
where legal owner, tmatee holds for benefit of the eestui que trust, 83 
word trust '* not neoessary to creation of, 153 
undue influence. See laches. 

unsound mind, persons of. See election, fraud, lunatic, 
vendor, position of, under contract for sale, while in possession, 99 
suhsequent contract for sale, remedy of first purchaser, 100 
trustee, not a mere dormant, 99 
under building scheme, rights of, 101 
vandoi^ lien, an equitable estate, 79 

none against purohaser for value without notice, with legal estate^ 
79 

purchaser, as against, 92 

postponement of, by conduct, 72 
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EQUITY-— eantinued. 

▼olantarj conyeyance, yerbal arrangement to bold in trust, enforced, 75 

recouTcy, con yeyance decreed, 75 
settlement, power of reyocation, omission of, 17 
setting aside, 17 
when yalid and effectual, 98 

yolonteers, defeated by coycnantor conyeying, elaim against assets, 97 
equitable interests created in fayour of, 97 
waiyer, acted upon, sufficient consideration, 165 

bankruptcy, disclaimer by trustee, statutory requirement as to time, 165 
bill of sale, promise not to enforce accrued right to seise goods, when 
binding, 165 

breach of trust, of, by cestui que trusty effeot of, 166 
definition of, 166 

conduct of person entitled to right, looked to, 166 
consent of party necessary to, 166 
contract, of stipulation in, 165 
parol waiver of, 166 

covenant, by open use in violation of, 166 
delay, not necessary to, but evidence of, 165, 166 
implied, from conduct inconsistent with right, 165 

mortgage, acceptance of interest in arrear, not waiver to right to call in 
principal, 165 

notice of, prior to sale by mortgagee, 165 
person acquiescing in, must be aware of his right, 166 
right, the abandonment of a, express or impli^, 1G6 
statutory provision of, 165 

where forbidden, 165 

with consideration operates as release, 106 
waste, equitable, tenant for life, liability of, for, 90 
treated as a breach of trust, 90 
relief extended to legal and equitable, 49 
immediate in plain cases, 50 
will, devisee taking on parol trust, 75 

gift, mere recital does not amount to, 123 
omission to make, no relief, 27 
procured by fraud, 13 
‘•with clean hands ” use of expression, 73 


ESTATE AND OTHER DEATH DUTIES, 
account, corrective may be signed only, 216 

delivery of, at same time os delivery of affidavit, 315 

duty, appointees of specific sums when r>earing duly rai-cably, 223 

dispositions which are substitutes for wills, when liable to, 181 
payable by donee on gifts made between Slst May, 1881, and 2iid 

August, 1894,. .220 . . * loa 

payment of, when conferring exemption from cstale datj^ 129 
survivorship, title by, accruing after 31st May, 1881, and before find 
August, 1894, liability of, to, 192 
expenses of fresh, charged upon interest of successor, 297 
form of, 216 « . • 

full and true, to be delivered to the Commissioners, 296 
jointure charged on land, owner accountable, 217 
lapse of time, relief after, 218 
matters to be disclosed in, 296 

mortgagor, position of, as to, 216 * ««« 

person accountable a “ debtor to the Crown for duty, 217 

persons accountable, 216 r, r .. . r. , sni 

liable to, may rei^^e succession duty on security of property, 801 

not accountable, 218 

snccession duty, for, persons liable to render, 

timber, on sale of, persons accountable for duty, 217 - 

trustee of settlement, by, on death of tenant for life, 217 • 

unsatisfactory, pr<x5edure by CommiMloncrs, 387^ riiimmi— i/mjiMm 

verification of, by production of books for inspection by Gommlsilonm, 

297 

Act ot PftTlfaiment or rojol grant, tan^ 

active aeryU»t death from causes arising from, extent of cloly remitted, 188 
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SSTATB AND OJEEB DEATH DDTIEB—tmUimiea. 

admtnlsimtion, covrt mtat prorlde for snceemioa duty oat of property nnder 
control) 901 

legacy duty provided for by court, 254 

provision of, by the court, 268 

Becurity to be given to the court to cover corrected cron assets 
216 

advowBon, estate duty, when not payable in respect of, 202 

payment of succession duty on, when disposed of, 294 
sale of, duty payable on, 214 

succession duty not payable unless disposed of for money or its worth, 
281 

successor, sale in concert with, what duty chargeable, 287 
RtOdavitf for Inland Keyeriue, is not an account for purpose of settlement estate 

duty, 231 

duplicate, to be in, if required, 216 
duty payable on delivery, 213 
executor, full inquiry by, before deposing, 215 
payment must be made by, 214 
extent of, to verification of account, 816 
form of, 216 

as prescribed by the Commissioners, 314 
meaning of, 216 

oath, persons before whom made, 216 
penalties for non-compliance with provisions as to 
delivery of, 225 
swearing of, 215 

after-aequlrcd property, covenant to settle, payment of covenantor on acquiring, 
not a payment on settled property. 197 
aggregation, accretions after death subject to, 204 

national interest, things of, not subject to, 203 

property in which deceased never had an interest not subject to, 203 
not exceeding 1,000 in value not subject to, 203 
passing on any death, not aggregated more than once, 203 
subject to, for purpose of estate duty, 203 
sale or mortgage of interest in expectancy after Ist August, 1894, 
and before 9th April, 1900, proviso as to, 204 
settled property, deceased dying before 9th April, 1900, 203 

passing under disposition by person dying prior to 
2nd August, 1894, not subject to, 203 

Agricultural property, conversion to more profitable use, expectation of increased 
income by, 208 
exception relating to, 208 
management, deductions for expenses of, 208 
meaning of, 208 

rule applied to where death took place before 30th April, 
1909... 208 

snccessor to, for life, mode of calculating duty, 287 
ancestor, meaning of, 268 

annuitants, settlement estate duty payable by, 231 

annuity, allowance, none made for when ceasing on the death, 212 

cesser of interest by death within four years, proportion only of succes- 
sion duty payable, 282 

exemption from duty when not exceeding £25. ..201 
fund, liability of, to settlement estate duty, 229 
measure of taxation, 280 

where bequeathed alter annuitant's death settlement estate du^ is 
payable, 230 

gross value, rule for determining, 245 

when annuity payable out of another legacy, 246 
Instalments, payment of duty by, 814 

interest accruing or arising on death is property passing, 192 

in, ceasing by death before four years' payment dne, effect of, 242 
« i^gsey by way of, when charged on another legacy, by whom duty payable, 

253 

duty, payment of, when direction to purchase, effect of, 252 

repayment ci upon any cemtingenqr other than death, 862 
rule as to payment of, 851 
to pnieliase, pt yment of duty, 850 
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BSTATB AND OTHEB DEATH DUTIES— 

annuity, proyision muBt be deceased's gift to be liable to estate duty, 192 
secured by bond or coyenant, bow described, 263 
stamped receipts, rule applicable to, 255, 256 
third person, proyided at cost of, not subject to estate duty, 192 
yaluation of, for purpose of succession duty, 289 
appeal, accountable party may, 803, 304 

any person aggrieyed by decision of Commissioners may, 226 
conditions of, as direct^ by rules of court, 226 
costs of, in the discretion of the court, 226 
county court, when may be made to and from, 227 

where assessed duty does not exceed £50... 804 
farther, only with leave of High Court or Court of Appeal, 226 
real and leasehold property, how made, 227 
apportionment, Commissioners* acceptance of accounts binding in questions of, 
222 

disputes as to, how determined, 222 

estate duty, of, between owner and person having charge, 221 
marriage settlement, as to cost of mising duty on funds in, 223 
personal property nppointecl, duty not a speciSc charge on, 219 
arbitration, costs of, to be part of the costs of appeal, 228 

^ real and leasehold property, appeal to, in respect of, 228 
assets, application of term to personal projjerty appointed by will, 218 
attachment, order for, on non-compliance wdln writ, 226 
British possession, estate duty not a charge on property in, 221 

order applying provisions relating to allowance of death duty 
may be rcv*>ked, 200 

proceedings cannot be taken in, by Commissioners, 226 
provision relating to allowance of death duty, bow npplicti, 
200 

when death duty paid in, to be allowed against estate duty, 200 
ships, situation, the port of registry, 310 
certificate. Commissioners not compelled to give in any particular form, 292 

further probate duty, of payment of, must be written on grant, 816 
liability of persons to wliom given only affected, 256 
of discharge, Commissioners to give certiheato on satisfaction of claim 
for duty, 256 

commutation of duty, on, when amount agreed, 225 
estate duty, granted by Commissioners in rc’spect of, 218 
form of, 08 prescrii>cd by Comraissioners, 218 
power of Oimmissioncrs as to, 300 
fraud will render inoperative, 182, 219 
of, to trustee before dibtrdujlion of fund, 298 
property, does not affee^, afterwards shown to have parsed 
on the death, 207 

purchostir exonerate*! from stictx^ion duty by, 302 
when obtainable, effect of, 224 

certificate of payment, rej)aymcnt (d any) made to person prfducing 221 
succession duty, to be given by Commisstonets, 292 
cesser of interest, benefit accruing by, ino«ie of ascertaining ctipital value, 208, 209 
liability to estate duty, 197 

charge, determination of, benefit arising on, when succcessiou duty {payable, 291 
duty, for payment of. an ** e*pu table clmrge,** 223 
extinction of, deemed a saccc^iori,272 

where Succession l>uty Act, 1853, docs not apply, 872 
charities, duty not payable on death of a recjf>iefit from a charity, 196 
charity, property sunject to trust for. succession duty payable, 286 
aoccession duty, rate chargeable, 28 i 

trust for purposes of, c^mferring a suoccxsioa, when duty payable, 298 

power of trustees to raise duty on property, 800, 801 
church patronage, succession duty on, when jjayabJe, 294 

collection of duty, acceptance of real or leasehold property iu aatiaCacUoa td dutf. 
212, 213. 292 

account of •* other property/* 216 
adi'owaon, payment on sale of, 214 
executor, aoty of, 215 

meaning of, 215 
srant made pend4txU 215 

Inland BcTeniic affidavit, meaning of, fli 
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ESTATE AND OTHER DEATH DUTIES — canlinued, 

collection of duty, land may be transferred in satisfaction of settlement estate duty, 
230 

national interest, sale of objects of, when payment to be made, 
214 

personal property, executor must pay duty, 214, 216 
persouB not accountable for estate duty, 218 
postponement of payment, when allowed, 214 
practice and law as on the 2nd Aug^ust, 1894, applicable, 213 
stamps, by means of, or as Commissioners may prescribe, 212 
Commissioners of Inland Ilcvenue, account to be delivered where Commissioners 

believe property passed, 217 
when unsatisfactory, procedure by 
Commissioners, 297 

nfBdavit, proof may be required in support of, 
316 

appeal from decision of, on payment of duty, in 
what cases, 226 

without payment of duty, when 
allowed, 227 

assessment of succession duty by, 297 
British possession, cannot take proceedings in, 
226 

certificate, form of, 292 

as they may think fit, 300 
of discharge by, on commutation 
of duty when 
amount agreed, 225 
must be given on pay- 
ment of duties, 182 
to be given by, 218 
when obtainable, 
effect of, 224 

payment of estate duty, what it 
should specify, 221 
value accepted by, 209 
compounding of duty, power of, 258 
duty, may accept real or leasehold property in 
satisfaction of, 212, 213 
of, as to collection of legacy duty, 249 
to keep books and to give receipts in 
respect of succession duty, 292 
estate duty, may prescribe means for collection 
of, 212 

executor, retainer of legacy by, particulars must 
be sent to, 255 

expenses of undertaking fresh account charged 
on interest of successor, 297 
fraud in obtaining certificate of discharge 
renders it inoperative, 224 
Interest, court may order payment by, or to, 227 
in expectancy, commutation of duty as 
to, by, 224 

Jirisdiotion as to estimate of principal value, 
exclusive in first instance, 207 
land, transfer of, to, no stamp duty payable, 213 
l^iacy duty, commutation of, by 258 
non-payment of legacy duty after assessment, 
proceedings by, 261 

notice to, of payment out of fund In court 255 
overpaid duty, refund to be made by, 228 
payment, may allow time for or givediaoount for 
prepayment of succession duty, 295 
penalties, power of to reduce, 226 
penalty, waiver of, by, 260 
power of, to compound death duties in compli- 
cated cases, 181 
grant probate on credit, 315 
powers of, as managers of death dutica, 181 
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ESTATE AND OTHER DEATH DOTIES— 

Oommiseioners of Inland llcvcnne, proceedings by» ^ means of writ sued oat of 

King*B Bench DiTision, 804 
for account by, 261 

real or leasehold property, appeal In respect 
of, how made, 227 

refunding by, where legacy duty overpaid 261 
remission of duties, powers of, as to, 224 

duty and interest by, 258, 802 
repayment of probate duty, when declined, 
318 

time for payment of duty, power of Commis- 
sioners, 318 

valuation, must defray cost of, when made by 
their nominee, 209 

value of property, how ascertained by, 209 
valuers, may be appointed by, 209 
commutation of duty, contingencies to be considered, 226 
future claims for succession duty, 302 
practice as to, 224 

company, private limited, shares in, value of, 208 

compensation, payable under Employers* liability Act, 1880, or Workmen's 
Compensation Act, 1897, not liable to duty, 192 
compromise, conflicting claims to real property, succession duty follows strict 
rights of parties, 286 

contingent legacy, duty on, how chargeable, 247 

legacy duty on, person liable for, 263 
settlement, repayment of settlement estate duty when contingency does 
not arise, 229 

settlemenUi, property in, is settled property. 229 
conveyance, stamp on, none when, of land to Commissioners, 213 
copyholds, allowances made in respect of fines on payment of succession duty, 291 
corporate body, legacy duty not payable on Ix^quest of specific articles to, 240 
succession duty payable on principal value, 286 

power of, to raises amount payable for, 301 
corrective affidavit, acceptance of without same being resworn, 216 
costs, arbitration, of, to be part of costs of appeal, 228 
county court, appeal, for purpose of, Is as if the High Court, 227 

to, where assessetl succession duty docs not exceed £60.. .304 
when may be ma<Ie to and from, 227 
apportionment, settlement of disputes as to, in, 222 
real and lca8<ihol<i property, appeal to, in respect of, limit of 
amount in dispute, 227 

covenant, after-acquired property, payment on co venantor acquiring, not a payment 
in respect of settled property, 197 

debt of covenantor not deducted from covenantor's estate in calculating 
duty, 197, 198 

donee, by, for donor’s benefit, effect of in relation to gifts, 190 
further assurance, for, where assignor of legacy not bouinl, 267 
debt, estate duty not payable out of, in absence of expicsss direction, 219 
Crown debt, legacy duty, where executor liable for, as a, 262 
liability of persons for duty as a, 253 

succession duty, liability of accountable persons for unpaid, as for a, 
295 

death duties, accountable person, wishing to compound must give all information, 
181 

active service, death from causes arising whilst on, extent ol dnty 
remitted, 182 

certificate of discharge on payment of, 182 
classes of, 180 

communications respecting, how addressed, 181 
compounded, may be, in complicated cases, 181 
gift made to avoid, 188 

gifts tor public purposes, duty on, may be remitted, 182 
mansf^ment of, 181 

remission of payment after twenty years from death, 182 
substance of transaction rather than Ibrm of conveyance be 

looked to, 180 

debts, deduction allowed in ralenlating dnty, 210 
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debts, directfon to paj aaotber person a hgsey, 284 

jijLiLi jf 1 I u- topajrmeDto/dBtr, 234 

doubtful, to be accounted for when paid, 313 ^ * 

expectancgr, interest In, incurred in connection with, 2J0, 211 
forgivencsB of, when becoming liable to legacy duty, 234 
incurred meaning of, 210 

marriage and money the consideration for, not allowedf 210 

motive for incurring, immaterial, 210 

payable to persons out of the United Kingdom ^ 211 

philanthropic purpose, for, not allowable against estate duty, 210 

probate duty, deductions allowed in respect of, 313, 314 

property against which allowed, 21 1 

reimbursement, right to, effect of, 211 

release of voluntary debt, consideration for, not allowed against estate duty, 
210 


•'deceased perpon ** and “deceased,** meaning of, under Finance Act, 1894; Finance 
Act, 1898... 183 

deductions, allowance for increment value duty, 211 

allowances, kind of, made in respect of succession duty, 290 
what may be made, 210 

where there is right to reimbursement, when made, 211 
cost of realising or ad ministering foreign property, how far allowed, 222 
debts, against what property allowed, 211 

payable to persons out of the Ilnited Kingdom, 211 
what may and what may nut be, 210 
duty, in respect of, where already paid, when exercising power of 
appointment, 291, 292 

foreign property, duty paid in respect of, 212 
funeral expenses, 210 

interest in expectancy, mortgage of, where no allowance made for, 211 
legacy duty, allowed in respect of, 249 

mortgage, none allowed where by tenant for life and remainderman, 290 
probate duty, deductions allowed against, 313, 314 
succession duty, of necessary outgoings on payment of, 289, 290 
where allowed on payment of, 291 

tenant for life and remainderman, incumbrances by, not allowed as, 
290 


disclaimer, legacy, of, effect on legacy duty, 244 

discount. Commissioners may allow when succession duty paid in advance, 295 
dispositions, conferring a succession, when deemed to be, 266 
term, extent of, 2G5 

domicil, British settlement of personal property intsr vivos, payment of duty not 
affected by, 275, 270 

estate pur autre rie in real property In this country, but owner of foreign, 
liable to duty, 238 

legacy duty, (myment of, dependent upon testator's or intestate's, 238 
natural children, where legitimate according to law of the father's, effect 
of, 243 

person entitled, of, immaterial, 276 

of foreign, dizecting creation of British settlement of personal 
property, succession duty payable, 274, 275 
leaving British personal property not subject to legacy 
or succession duty, 274 
probate duty, not affected by, 300 
succession duty, where affected by, 274, 275 
test of liability to succession duty in relation to, 278 
testator, of, situs of property in contemplation of law Is the, 238 
donatio mortU eausd, ** deemed to pass" on donor’s death, 187 

donor dying between 80th May, 1881, and 2nd Angust, 1894, 
account duty payable, 187, 188 
gift, every, taking effect as, is a legacy, 233 

of rw and leasehold property, none by, 187 
dower, apportionment of estate doty relating to estates in, 222 
estate in, a settled estate for pnrpose of estate dnty, 184 
entail, disentailing assurance and resettlement form the disposition for sneeesskni 

duty, 198 

conferring power of appointioent, effect of, on eaOi> 
cession duty, 266 
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entail. and leaettlement, aeries of deeds torn settlmaent for pnipoae 

ot Settled Land Act, 1882...188 . 

resettlement by tenant for life and remamdennan, tbo latur Is pro- 
decftssor, 270 

estate by the curtesy, for purpose of estate doty Is a settled estate, 184 

pur autre vie, domicil of foreign owner, legacy duty payable 
on such estate in realty in this country, 238 
includes, what it, 236 

duty, account, form of, 216 

persons accountable, 216, 217 

accretions after death are aggregated with other property, 204 
active service, property of persons, claim in, exemption relating to, 
201 

advowson, payable on sale of, 214 

when not payable in respect of, 202 
after-acquired property, liability in respect of, 197 
Aggregation not appli^ to things of national interest, 263 
agricultural property, deduction for “ management *’ in small estates, 
208 

exception relating to, 208 
expectation to convert to more profitable use, 
effect of, 208 
meaning of, 208 

rule applicable where death before 80th April, 
1909.. .208 

allowance !n respect of duty paid before 2nd August, 1394, how made, 
2oO 

previously paid duty not affected by loss of 
capital value, 200 

allowances, what may be mode, 210 

where right to reimbursement, when made, 211 
annual benefit to donor greater than usual interest on trust property, 

190 

annuity, in respect of, payment by instalments, 214 

no allowance when ceasing on the death, 212 
not exceeding A25, exemption as to, 201 
or other interest to extent of interest accruing or arising on 
death is subject to, 1 92 

appeal against decision of Commissioners on payment of, 226 

without payment of, when 
allowed, 227 

appointed personal property, not a specific charge on, if appointment 
by will and power general, 21 9 
apportionment, disputes as to, how determined, 222 
of, as to estates iu dower, 222 

between owner of property and person having 
charge on, 221 

question of, bound by Commissioners* acceptance of 
accounts, 222 

beneficiaries, liability of, in proportion of their respective interests, 221 
British poosession, allowance of death duty paid in, 200 

condition on which allowance made for death duty 
paid in, 200 

revoking power relating to provision of duty, 200 
capital money may be appii<^ in payment of, 223 

sum set aside by executors to meet annuity, duty not payable 
on annuitant's death, 194 
certificate of discharge, how obtained, 218 

when obtainable, effect of, 224 
payment of estate duty, debts and incumbrances should 
be si^ecificd, 221 

when conclusive evidence of first charge on 
property, 221 

value accepted by Commissioneim, 209 
' of actual income applied, duty payable, sed 193 

interest, benefit accruing by, 208, 209 

liability in respect thereof deferred, 197 
when property incumberod, 209 
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estate duty, charge, first, on property not passing to executor as such, 220 
collection of, law and practice relating to, 213 
commutation of, contingencies to be considered, 225 
practice as to, 224 

company, private limited, value of shares, 208 
consideration in money, as to what is not, 195 

partial in money, as to what is not, 195 
cost of realising or administering foreign property, how far allowance 
made, 212 

covenant debt out of debtor^s estate does not bear portion of, unless 
by express direction, 219 
no allowance made for, in calculating duty, 197 
for donor’s benefit makes gift liable to, 190 
death must occur after Ist August, 1894... 183 
debt incurred in respect of any Interest in expectancy, 210, 211 
debts, property against which allowed, 211 

to persons out of the United Kingdom, when deductible, 211 
what may be deducted and what not, 210 
deduction for duty previously paid, when only allowable, 200 
depositor in Post Office or Trustee Savings Bank, regulations as to, 
201 

depredation in principal value by reason of deceased’s death, allowance 
made, 208 

direction as to payment of probate duty does not cover, 219 
directions charging payment of, out of particular funds, 222 
discount, none dlowiibleon full payment of instalments within twelve 
months of death, 226 

distribution of estates under £100, no grant required, 201 
donatio mortis oausd is liable for, 187 

donee a member of restricted class, duty payable on death of donor, 
189 

dower or by the curtesy, estates in, subject to, 184 
exceptions to cliarge of, 183 

executor BCCountai>le for, in respect of all personal property, 214 
limit of liability of, 218 
meaning of, 216 

property for which he is liable to pay duty, 215 
exemption as to things of national interest dates from death, 302 
from, where accoxmt duty has been paid, 199 
expectancy, interest in, how valued for, 209 

payment of duty upon value of interest in, 197 
expenses incurred in paying the duty, 223 
fixed duty, estates over £300 and under £500... 206 
when allowance made, 207 

foreign property, allowance for duty paid in foreign country, 213 
test of liability to, 192 

fraud in obtaining certificate of discharge, 224 

certificate of discharge in operation in case of, 219 
fund in court, retention of sum to satisfy, 225 
gift, effect of retention of use or benefit, 189 

in purauance of antecedent, moral, or enforceable volontary 
obligation liable to, 188 

of interest bearing bonds which remained unpaid at donor’s 
death, not property held by debtor as trustee for creditor, 193 
of property must be made bondjide within three years of donor’s 
death to avoid charge of, 188 
something reserved not comprised in, 190 
the right to possess, is not possession, 189 
under will of ancestor who survived the deceased, 186 
gifts In consideration of marriage not exceeding £100, exempt from, 
201 

inter rtvot, bear their own share, 220 
how collected, 312 

husband’s interest in wife's property reverting to her on his death, 
property not liable to duty, 196 
immediate gift infer cicM not made hondjtde^ Is liable to, 188 
meome of settled property acquired on death of spooW, duty not 
payable until death of survivoor if snrvivor is settlor, 194 
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estate doty, increment yalue duty, allowance for, 211 
Inland Bevenue affidavit, meaning of, 215 

interest as holder of an office ceasing on death exempt from doty, 196 
in expectancy, future claim may be commuted, 224 

mortgage of, when no allowance made, 211 
passes on death of the person competent to 
dispose of it, 186 

rule as to payment of duty, 213 • 

sale or mortgage of, prior to 2nd August, 1894, 
effect of, 1 96 

value of, for purpose of, 203 

on, rate of, 225 

recoverable as part of, 226 
• when payable, 213 

Interests in property ceasing at death on which no duty payable, 196 
jointure, directions as to payment of, nffectir)g, 222 
lands inalienably settled by Act of Parliament or royal grant, not 
settled property for, 184 

or chat tels settled by Act of Parliament or royal grant, how 
valued, 209 

settled by Act of Parliament or royal grant, duty payable out 
of successor's interest, 220 
lapse of time, relief after, 218 
leviable on property passing at death, 180, 183 

liability of mortgagor of interest in expectancy, if equity of redemption 
sufficient, 196 

life interest, no allowance for duty paid on, 200 

surrender of, when property subject to, 187 
surrendered to remainderman three years before death, 
property not subject to, 187 
limitation of charge on property, 223 

lunatic, committee of, paying duty on realty out of personalty, charge 
of, 221 

marriage, property disposed of in consideration of, when liable to, 185 
meaning of, 183 

mode of raising, by sale, mortgage or terminable charge, 223 
out of property passing, 228 

mortgage charged on real property paid out of personalty on which 
probate duty paid, 199 

national interest, objects of, payment of duty after sale, 214 

on saleof objects of, person accountable for duty, 217 
not a disbursement, 215 

payable in respect of personal property settled by will of person 
dying before 2nd August, 1894, unless deceased com- 
petent to dispose of it, 199 

on enlargement of life interest into an absolute interest, 

194 

^ other property,” how accounted for, 216 

not paid on, on Inland Revenue affidavit, 216 
overpaid, repayment of, law and practice relating to, 228 
payable on property in settlement reserving a life interest or a powei 
of revocation, 191 
passing by sorvivoi-ship, 191 

payment by limited owner, not a charge against purchaser for valor 
without notice, 221 

of, on real estate, charge is an ** equitable charge/* 223 
out of fund in court, 223 

on gift, to escape, deceased must have been excluded entirely 
from property, 189 
postponement of, when allowed, 224 

raid on extent of benefit in sobjeot-mattar of gift 
reserved to the donor, 189 

to be in full, although application is for grant pendmilU UU 
only, 215 

penalties, reduction of, incurred in respect of, 226 

pension to widow of officer by Government of Brilish India, exempt, 

201, 202 

penam accountable for, a ** debtor to the Crown/* 217 
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estate duty, person having limited interest paying duty entitled to a charge on the 
property, 221 

personal liability for, limitation of, 218 
persons not accountable, 218 

taking life estate competent to dispose of property prior to 
dis|) 08 ition, liability to, 194 

policy Tuoucys payable by British company to representative of 
* person dying domiciled abroad, 217 

of assurance kept up for donee’s benefit liable to, 190 
possession and enjoyment by donee necessary to avoid estate duty, 189 
meaning of, 189 

power exercisable in fiduciary capacity not a competency to dispose, 186 
when *' clear ” sum appointed, duty is payable out of residue 
of appointee! property, 222 
payable rateably out of appointed sums, 222 
price in open market, what is, 207 
principal value as to fractional parts, 206 
how estimated, 207 
meaning of, 207 

probate duty, payment of, in respect of an interest in expectancy in 
personal property settled by deed, effect of, 199 
property consisting of things of national, scientific, historic, or 
artistic interest exempt until sold, 202 
in British possession, not a charge on, 221 

which deceased’s interest ceased at death, extent of duty 
payable, 186 

out of which payable, 219 

passing must be aggregated to form one estate, 202, 20S 
on any death not aggregated more than once, 203 
under settlement made by person dying before 
2nd Augiist, 1894, where other duties had been 
paid, 199 

payment, not obligation to pay, confers enjoyment, 189 
reverting to disponer in his lifetime, not subject to, 194 
settled by deceased dying after 8th April, 1900, but before 
19th April, 1907, limited aggregation, 203 
springing up on death and vesting in another, liable to, 192 
upon which fixed duty payable subject to a certain charge, 
allowance made for such charge, 206, 207 
when deceased’s estate in net principal value does not 
exceed £1,000, such value is not aggregated, 203 
purchase, bond Jide^ for full consideration in money, no duty on 

vendor’s death, 195 

partial consideration of money, duty only 
payable on port, 1 95 

rate as first determined may be subsequently rectified, 207 
rates of, 204, 205 

applicable to deaths taking place after 29th April, 1909... 204 
real and leasehold property, appeaU in respect of, bow made, 227 
estate, payment of duty by instalments, 213 

st>ecific bequest does not exonerate, where residuary personal 
estate is sufficient to pay estate duty on the deceased’s 
personal estate, 219 

or leasehold property may be taken in satisfaction of, 212, 213 
receiver, appointment of, in proceedings to recover, 226 
recovery of, law and practice relating to proceedings, 226 
refund of, by trustees or owners of property when has been paid by 
executor, 221 

remission of duty and interest, 224 
repayment (if any) to person producing ceKificate, 221 
teaervation in gift released three years before donor’s death, no duty 
payable, 189 

settlement of any interest, property In which interest 
reserved is liable to, 191 

icsetilement by person expectantly entitled, 198 

when an appendage to original aettlement, 196 
isle of interest expectant on death of more than one penon, duty paid 
on first death, is r^syable on last, 196 
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estate duty, sale or mortgage of interest in expectancy after Ist August, 1894, and 
before 9th April, 1900, proviso for aggregation, 204 
sale or mortgage of interest in expectancy after 18th April, 1907, and 
before 30th April, 1909, rates applicable to, 205 
sale or mortgage of interest in expectancy after 8th April, 1900, and 
before 19th April, 1907, rates applicable to, 206 
settled property does not pay two duties, 1 99 

settlement, limited aggregation of property in, deceased dying after 
8th April, 1900... 203 

interest of person under, failing by his death not subjeot 
to, 193 

meaning of, for purposes of, 198 

reservation of life interest or power of revocation, 
pro]>orty passing on settlor's death, 190, 
191 

to settlor, interest reverting to settlor, 
where duty not payable, 194 
tenant for life, liability of, for interest on, 223 
wiicre duty already paid under, since the date, when 
further payment required, 197 
shares in Ionian Bank, transfer on payment of duty, 216 
stamp duty, is a, 212 

surrender, where enforceable interests retained, duty is payable, 187 
surrenders for public or charitable purposes if more than twelve 
months before death not liable to, 187 
tenant for life and expectant successor, mortgage by, effect of, 212 
on death of, trustee of settlement must account. 217 
“ testamentary expense,” where and where not, 219 
timber, on, how payable, 213 

persons to account on sale of, 217 
trust property exempt from liability to, 193 

valuation of proiKsrty, cost defrayed by Commissioners if valuation by 
their nominee, 209 

how value to be ascertained by Commissioners, 
209 

value at time of death not the value at sale at later date, 207 
valuers, appointment of, for inspection of property, 209 
when duty is due, 213 

estates not exceeding £100, no grant of probate or administration required, 
201 

pur autre vir^ legacy duty, when payable on, 235, 236 

subject to au(' when not, 235, 236 
exceptions, legacy duty, from charge of, 239, 240 
executor, accotm table for payment of duty, 214 

affidavit, duty which may be paid on, 216 

Inland Revenue, full inquiry before deposing to, 215 
covenant debt when satisfied by, not liable as such to account for suooos- 
Sion duty, 296 

disposition by will in favour of, is a legacy, 234 
duty of, 215 

estate duty, refund of by trustees or owners of property to, 221 
foreign personal property docs not pass to him as executor, 219 
legacy duty, payment of, at too high a rate through negligence, liability 
of, to legatee for interest, 259 
when liable for as a Crown debt, 262 
legatee not liable to, when payment made to agent who misappropriates, 
254 

liability, limit of, 218 

of, for duty on legacy enjoyed by penons in suocesiion, 258 
legacy duty, 252 

when personal estate appointee^ by will 
under power in a settlement, 252 
penalties, when wilfully failing to comply with provisions 
of Finance Act, 1894... 225 
where court administers, 254, 255 
niesiiingof, 215 

penalty, liability for, on failure to pay duty within fourteen days of 
retainer for his own use, 259 
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executor, personal liability of, for duty, limitation of, 256 

power of, to diecharcce legacies, on payment of doty accrued, 252 
property on which he must pay estate duty, 215 
retainer of legacy, particulars must be sent to Commissioners, 265 
exemptions, probate duty, from charge of, 311 
expectancy, estate duty payable upon value of interest in, 197 
interest in, debt incurred in purchase of, 210, 211 
duty on, bow payable, 213 
how duty estimated, 209 

mortgage of, when no allowance for against estate duty, 211 
sold or mortgaged before 2nd August, 1894.. .204, 211 
value of, for purpose of estate duty, 203 
provision as to aggregatien of interest in, when sold or mortgaged 
between 1st August, 1894, and 9th April, 1900.. .204 
Finance Act, 1894, Acts to be construed with, 183 

proceedings under, for recovery of duties are, where applicable, 
the same as for other death duties, 226 
fine on renewal, succession duty, when payable on, 288 
fines, allowance made for, on payment of succession duty, 291 
fixed duty, how paid, 212 

interest, when not payable, 226 

paid by adhesive stamp, stamp affixed to affidavit, 212 
probate duty purposes, for, 312 

foreign domicil, policy moneys payable by British company to representative of 
person having, 217 

property, bonds charged on forei^ real property payable to bearer locally 
situate in England liable to duty, 193 
cost of realising or administering, 212 
duty paid on, allowance for, 212 

immovable, devolving as such not liable to succession duty, 274 
directed to be sold and proceeds vested in Britih 
trustees, duty payable, 274 
liability of, to pay duty, test of, 192 
mortgage debt on immovable property abroad, as to, 193 
partnership business, foreign, property of, not an asset in United 
Kingdom, 811 

real property as asset of, subject to legacy duty, 238 

F ersonal, does not pass to executor as such, 219 
discharge, in connection with, 224 
inoperative in case of, 182 
rendered inoperative by, 219 
fund in court, as to payment thereout of estate duty, 223 

notice of payment out ^ven to Ck>mmis8ioner8, 255 
retention of sum to satisfy claim for estate duty, 225 
funeral expenses, reasonable, allowance against estate duty, 210 

probate duty, 313, 314 

gift, account duty payable on, by donee where made between 31st May, 1881, and 
2nd August, 1894. ..220 

annual benefit to donor greater than interest on trust property does not affect 
liability to duty, 190 

benefit of subject-matter of, remaining in donor, duty payable, 189 
bond Jid^t may be, even where made to avoid death duties, 188 
child, to, or other issue, who predecease testator leaving issue, property of 
dead legatee liable to duty, 237 

confidence, in, to apply in particular manner, not a legacy to ultimate objects 
of bounty, 237 

construction of, in sense of rst d4Mta not of re# donata, 188 
covenant for donor*6 benefit is sufficient to incur liability to duty, 190 
delay by donee in assuming possession and enjoyment, liability to estate 
duty, 189 

disposition by way of, how made, 188 
donor, by, to member of restricted class, 189 
free of duty, added legacy is also free, 241 
imUr riroM, as to, when not to entire exclusion of donor, 167 
bear their own charge of duty, 220 
settlement estate du^, liability to, 229 
legacy duty, the subject of, when contained in a will, 233 
mairiage, in consideration of, effect of Finance Acta on, 189 
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gift, normal expenditure of deceased not exceeding £ 100...201 

policy of insurance, of, succession duty on. 271 

possession and enjoyment must be assumed by donee to escape estate doty. 1 S 9 
of, meaning of, 189 

predeceasing legatee, to, or his representatives, his legatees take as substitated 
legatees, 237 

pursuant to antecedent moral or enforceable voluntary obligation is liable to 
estate duty, 188 

reserving contingent reversion to donor in eorjpus of property given npon 
trusts, effect of, 190 

secret trust, when bound by, effect of, 237 

trustees, to, for benefit of person chosen by them, such person is a legatee, 338 
gross value, annuity determinaole on contingency, calculation of, 246 

rule for determining for purpose of legacy duty, 246 
legacy duty, rule as to, in estimating amount payable, 215 
heirlooms, trustees, when liable for duty on, 253 
High Court, appeal to, from decision of Commissioners, 226 

without payment of duty, when alloweil by, 227 
interest, may order payment of, by Commissionors or appellant, 227 
increment value duty, allowance against estate duty as a debt, 211 
incumbrances, contingent, when taking effect, return of succession duty to bo made, 
291 

no allowance against succession duty if ert'ated by successor, 290 
Indian securities, personal estate in England, when deemed to be, 310 

instalments, annuity, payment of duty in respect of by, 214 

discount, none allowed when all instalments of estate duty paid 
within twelve months of death, 225 


how payable, 213 

real estate, duty on, may be paid by, 213 
Interest, Commissioners, court may order payment by or to, 227 

debts, on, direction to pay, subjects the interest to legacy duty, 234 
estate duty, on, payable from what time, 213 
rate of and how payable, 225 
recoverable as part of, 225 
fixed duty, on, when not payable, 225 
in expectancy, advance to successor, an acceleration, 294 

commutation of duty, contingencies to be considered, 225 
duty on, may be commuted, 224 

of which the deceased is coojpetent to dispose Is deemed to 
pass on the death, 186 
probate duty, valuation for purpose of .313 
reversion cxpecUnt on determination of lease i» not, 186 
sale or mor^ge of, prior to 2nd August, 1894, ruls 
applicable to, 287 
what is included in, 186 

- lor -uu d„,, 

^ 803 

remission of, where amount small, 182 
tenant for life, liability of, for V^yment of on the duty. 223 
fntestacY. lecacy duty, when payable under, 236 

residue under, chargeable with legacy 1 h 3 

Ireland, p^SSn. to Financ«\l 9 () 9 - 10 ) Act. J 

issue, gift accruing under Wills Act, 1837, , ^rinjinir by survivorship, 388 

joint tenancy, legicies given in, predecessors I 47 

tenants, legacy to i^rsons as, nredcci^r of interest accruing hf 

persons taking succession as, precicccaeor 

survivorship, nredecessor for sttcceMion duty, 373 

property vestw in persons ss, preaecesso 222 

tb. «« JbW.biT 

teal e^te with opOon to por^«e, when ch«^Di«^wi» ^ ^ 

■ninnrwnr on detwroination of, when purportln* to w> w 

liable for additional duty, 278 
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for years excepted from payment of legacy daty, 239 

for purpose of succession duty are real property, 213 
mortgage debt of, may be deducted when accounting for probate duty, 
814 

probate duty when chargeable on, 306 
legacy, disclaimer of, when not allowed, 237 

executor, power of, to discharge, on payment of duly accrued, 252 
gift, ere^, by will or testamentary instrument, is a, 233 
payable out of or charged on real estate, must pay succession duty, 264 
power of apx)ointment, general and absolute, 247, 248 
retainer of, what amounts to a, 250 
where none, 250 

satisfaction of, without payment, 250 
legacy duty, Act of 1796, how far still in force, 232 

administration action, court must make provision for, 258 

provides for duty in, 254 

annuities, gross value, rule for determining for purpose of, 245 
rule as to payment of duty on, 251 
annuity, interest in, ceasing by death l^fore four years* payments 
due, effect of, 242 

legacy purchase, how duty payable, 260 

payment of duty by person directea to purchase, effect of, 
252 

repayment of duty on, where determined on any contin- 
gency other than death, 262 

where payable out of another legacy, how valued for purpose 
of, 246 

assessment of property not reduced into money for purpose of, 261 
beneficiary' named in will, amoimt of benefit in discretion of trustees, 
effect of, 237 

benefits, as accruing from time to time, how charged, 246 
charged on several sums applied from time to time, rule affecting, 250 
Commissioners, duty of, in collecting, 249 
commutation of, power of Commissioners to make, 268 
compounding of, Commissioners may agree to, 268 
contingent legacy, by whom duty payable, 253 
how charged upon, 247 

covenant, legacy in satisfaction of, when duty payable, when not, 234 
death of testator or intestate after 30th April, 1909, rate applicable, 
243 

debt, forgiveness of, when liable to duty, 234 

debts, direction to pay, does not render them liable to, 234 

interest on, makes the interest liable to, 234 
of another person, direction to pay, confers a legacy, 234 
deductions, what are allowed, 249 

directions as to payment of legacies and annuities free from, what 
will amount to, 240, 241, 242 
disclaimer of legfusy, effect of, on, 244 

domicil of testator or intestate, payment of duty dependent upon, 238 
donatio mortis cattsd is subject to, 233 
estates pur autre vie, when subject to, when not, 285, 236 
evidence of payment, entry in Commissioners* books, 255 
exceptions from the charge of, 239, 240 

executor, liability of, for duty when personal estate subject to general 
penalty for neglecting payment within 14 
days of retainer to his own use, 269 
power of appointment which is exercised, 
252 

may discharge legacies on payment of duty accrued, 252 
when liable for a Crown debt, 252 
false statements in relation to, punishments as if for perjury, 260 
foreign personal property, payable on, where testator domiciled in this 
coun^, 238 

gift, arising from profits of testator*s business carried on by executors, 
chargeable, 233 

by way of secret trust may be subject to, 237 
in confidence, to apply in particul^ manner, ultimate 
Cbjccts of bounty not legatees, 237 
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legacy duty, gift of indefinite part of a legacy in trost for another, liability to 
legacy duty of sums applied, 237 
to child or other issue who predeceases testator, gift forms 
property of dead legatee, 237 
with a condition annexed, how far subject to, 233, 234 
gifts to executors and trustees are subject to, 234 
which duty applicable, 233 
GoTemment charge on and follows the legacy, 267 
gross value, general rule for determining, 246 
heirlooms, trustees when liable for duty on, 263 
imposition of duty, extent of charge, 232 
interest on, how computable, 269 
joint tenancy, legacies given in, how treated, 238 

legacy to persons in, how duty payable, 247 
leaseholds for years not subject to, 235 

legacies given in succession to different persons, how duty payable, 
246, 247 

legacy compounded for, duty chargeable, 249 
disclaimer of, when not allowed, 237 
enjoyed by persons in succession, execuwr must pay, 253 
given free of duty, out of what property duty payable, 268 
receipt for, transmission to Commissioners, 256 
to be enjoyed in succession, when duty payable, 261 
what is a, 233 

legatee, when a Crown debt due from, 252 
liability of executor for, 262 
lighthouse tolls not subject to, 235 

marriage of legatee to person liable to lower rate of duty, effect of, 
244 

money applied under direction in will for payment of, not subject 
to, 240 

appointed by will under limited power in marriage settlement 
does not pay, 242 

mortgage debts when subject to, 235 

national interest, objects of, when dut^ payable, 262 

subject to, 240 

nature of, a stamp duty, 249 

non-payment of after assessment, proceedings by Commissioners, 261 
partnership, foreign real property as asset of, is subject to, 238 

interest in, is included in personal estate and is subject 
to, 235 

payable when legacy paid, 249 

payment by legatee to agent who misappropriates, executor cannot 
recover from legatee, 264 

of without deduction, right of recoupment, 263 — 264 
penalty for altering receipts for, 260 

non-presentation of receipt or discharge for stamping, 
269 

where mistakes in paying duty rectified within three 
months, 269 

personal estate, property is, and subject to, reason for, 235 
liability, limitation of, 266 

property, direction to apply in purchase of realty, duty 
payable as if personal estate, 248 

policy of insurance under Customs Annuity and Benevolent Fund 
not liable to, 242 

power of appointment, legacy subject to limited power, 247 

with general, donee entitled in default, 
248 

not entitled in 
default, 248 

predeceasing legatee, persons entitled to legatee's personal estate 
must pay, 237 

probate, revocation of, and administration granted, effect on rate of 
244 

proceedings for account as required by Commissioners, 261 

order in, where legatee refused to accept legacy after 
deduction of duty, 260 
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leffacy duty, professional person as executor or trustee and empowered to chaige, 
effect of, 236 

property, out of which paid, 266, 267, 258 
rate of duty, exceptions as to the 1 p^ cent, duty, 243, 244 
rates of duty, how determined, 242, 243, 244, 245 
refunding in case of oyerpayment of, 261, 262 

remission of penalties to persons offending who discover the othei 
offenders, 260 

power of Commissioners and Treasury, 182, 258 
repayment of, where grant made void, 262 
residue under intestacy is chargeable with, 236 
Royal Family, exemptions of, from duty, 242 
satisfaction of legacy without payment, 250 

settled articles sold or in possession of person having an absolute 
interest, by whom payable, 253 

specific articles bequeathed in succession, while enjoyed in kind not 
subject to, 240 

enjoyed in succession when duty payable, 251 
stamped receipts must be taken by person paying, 255, 256 

penalty for paying or receiving legacies without, 
259 

temporary or partial interests, rules as to payment of duty, 251 
testator, date of death of, immaterial, 232 
trustees, where liable, 263 

will, powers of appointment exercised under, how affecting payment, 
238 

when challenged, but allowed to stand on terms, rate of pay- 
ment of, 244, 245 

legacy and succession duty leviable alternately on beneficial interests acquired on 
death, 180, 181 

legatee, gift to trustees in favour of person to be chosen by, such person is a, 236 
legatees, legacy in succession to, rule as to, 246, 247 

liability of, for legacy duty, when a Crown debt, 252 
payment of duty by, to agent of the executor who misappropriates, 
executor cannot recover from, 254 

life interest, surrender to remainderman when liable to estate duty, 186, 187 

where death before 30th April, 1909, and after 31st March, 1900. ..187 
limitation, charge of estate duty on property as against purchasers and mort- 
gagees, 223 

time of, within which persons are liable to succession duty, 301 
lunatic, estate duty on realty paid out of personalty, effect of, 221 
marriage, gifts in consideration, not above £100 in value, 201 

of, 188, 189 

inter vivos^ in consideration of, not liable to duty, 185 
legacy duty, rate of, when affected by, 244 
property, dispositions of, in consideration of, 185 
valuable consideration, where not for purpose of succession duty, 278 
settlement, apportionment of costs of raising duty on funds in, as to, 
223 

money appointed by will under limited power does not pay 
legacy duty, 242 

premiums on policy settled under, paid out of husband's 
interest, effect of, 192 

trustees of, when they are purchasers for valuable con- 
sideration, 220 

mistake, legacy duty, in payment of, penalty where rectified within three months, 
259 

payment of succession duty by, or overcharge by, refund of, 304 
money, person having power to charge on property of another, 186 
mortgage charged on real estate settled by will and paid out of testator's personal 
estate on which probate duty paid, 199 
debts, when subject to probate duty, 306 

higher duty where payable by mortgagor is a charge subsequent to that 
of the mortgagee, 205 
power to raise estate duty by, 223 

tenant for life and remainderman, by, not to be deducted from successimn 
290 ^ 

mortgagor, account, position of, as to, 216 
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national interest, articles of, when legacy duty payable, 251, 252 

legacy duty only payable when objects sold, and then only on 
last death, 240 

objects of, estate duty payable within one month of sale, 214 
not Subject to succession duty until sold, 281 
person by whom or for whose benefit sold is account* 
able for estate duty, 217 

natural children, domicil, effect of father’s, on legacy duty payable by. 243 . 

succession duty payable by as strangers in blood, 283 
notice, succession, of, to be given to uommissioners by accountable parties, 296 
oath, persons before whom made, 216 
what it includes, 216 
parol trust, settlement created by, 184 

partnership, annuity to deceas^ partner’s widow by partner acquiring share 
under partnership deed, 1 91 

appointment of share in partnership to one of limited class at 
appointor’s death, effect of, 191 

legacy duty, payment of, on foreign real property as asset of, 238 
real estate when belonging to partners as tenants in common, effect 
on legacy duty, 235 

impressed with character of personalty chargeable 
with probate duty, 308 

passing under,” expression is of a comprehensive nature, 190 

word “passing” equivalent to and co-extensive with disposition, 
190 

penalty, acceptance of duty and interest constitutes a waiver, 303 
interest of Commissioners, waiver of, 226 
double duty, when payable, 317 

executor failing to make payment of legacy duty within fourteen days 
after retainer, liable to, 259 

executors and other accountable persons, liability of, for, 225 
liability of person to, for paying or receiving legacies without stamped 
receipts, 259 

to, in respect of succession duty, 303 

mistakes in payment of duty where rectified within three months, 
amount of, 269 

receipt or discharge, non-presentation of, for stamping, liability for, 259 
receipts for legacy duty, liability of persons altering, 260 
reduction of, by whom made, 226 
waiver of, by payment of duty with interest, 260 
pendente Ute^ grant made, full payment of duty on, 215 

pension, payable to deceased oflicer’s widower child by British Indian Government, 
201 

personal property appointed by will under general power is subject to charge for 
probate duty, 316, 817 

bequest of, taking effect notwithstanding death of legatee in 
testator’s lifetime, probate duty payable, 808, 309 
building a house with, does not come within the words ** pur* 
chase of real estate,” 248 

direction to apply in purchase of realty, effect of on duty, 248 
invested by direction in real property, when subject to 
succession duty, 265 

leaseholds for years are not for purpose of legacy duty, 235 
not included in, 263 

person domiciled abroad, duty not payable on English, 274 

probate duty, where payable on, 806 

succession duty, first charge on successor’s interest, 298 

in, when transmitted, person liable for duty, 295 
to, provisions as to payment of duty, 292 
transmitted successions in, rate of duty payable, 285 
trust of, for investment in realty, calculation of duty, 289 
what is included in, for purpose of legacy duty, 235 
plate, furniture etc., succession duty not payable while enjoyed in kind, 280^281 
policy of insurance, claim for succession duty not affected where insurer had no 
insurable interest in assured’s life, 192 
kept up for benefit of donee ** passes on ai-sumed death,” 190 
liability to duty is independent of assured obligation, if any, 
to keep up, 190 
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policy of insurance, money payable by British company andeT, to representatlTe of 

person domicilcKl abroad, person accountable, 217 
received from, is money payable under an enga^ment, 
263, 264 

under Customs Annuity and Benevolent Fund, legacy 
duty not payable, 242 

settlement of, by deceased who paid the premiums, 192 
possession, cause of, not necessarily the occasion entitling person to, 266 
immediate on death, not necessary to be, 266 
upon death as one of alternative events, 266 
power of appointment, duty, when payable proportionately by appointed sums, 222 
estate duty when paid out of residue of appointed property, 
222 

executor primarily liable for legacy duty when personal 
estate appointee! by will under general power contained 
in a settlement, 252 

exercisable in dduciary capacity under a disposition not 
made by deceased, not a competency to dispose, 136 
legacy given with general power, donee entitled in default 
of appointment, 248 

subject to general power, but legatee not entitled in 
default of appointment, 248 
limited power, payment of legacy duty, 
how chargeable, 247 

limited powers under, person creating power is predecessor, 
270 

person appointing deemed to be successor from donor of 
power as predecessor, 272 
exercising, when a predecessor, 270 
having, domiciled abroad, property subject to British 
settlement, liability to duty, 276 
prior duty allowed for on exercising, 291 
probate duty, when payable out of part of a fund appointed 
as residue under, 317 

reserved and exercised, appointment is read into settle- 
ment creating power and appointed property passes the 
settlement under, 191 

will, exercised by, under general power, limited power, 
effect of, 238 

predecessor, creditor, when a, 269 

deceased joint tenant is deemed to be, 272 

gift of policy of insurance, when derived from donor as, 271 

inheritance, person becoming by, 271 

meaning of term, 268 

more than one, where, how duty apportioned, 268 
predecessors when joint, when only one, 269, 270 
property, person having right to dispose of under succession by disposi* 
tion, 269 

purchaser, not necessarily the last, 271 
when becoming, 269 

resettlement by tenant for life ana remainderman, the latter becomes, 
270 

successor who is also, duty not payable, 277 
** principal Act," the Finance Act, 1894, referred to as, 183 
princip^ value. Commissioners to fix according to market price, 207 

depreciation through death of deceased, aUowance made, 208 
how estimated, 207 
meaning of, 207 

price in open market, what, is, 207 
rule as to payment of probate duty on, 312 
probate duty, additional duty on discovery that estate of greater value than that 
paid on, 316 

affidavit, charge based on, 814, 316 
British ships, situation of, the port of registry, 810 
calls on shares paid in ordinary course of administration may be 
deducted on accounting, 313 
charge of, property not subject to, 306 
upon what made, 806, 811 
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probate duty, charge where made^ SOS 

collection of by means of stamps, 814 
Commissioners may grant probate on credit, 318 
debts, doubtful, must be accounted for when paid, 813 
deductions allowed on accounting, 313, 314 

devolution of property, every grant necessary to establish is liable 
to, 308 

domicil has no effect on, 809 

double duty where accountable person in default, 817 
estimate of value when conjectured must be set right when facts 
known, 318 

exemptions from charge of, 311 
fixed duty, where payable, 312 

foreign partnership business, when not an asset subject to, 31 1 
Indian securities, when deemed personal estate in England, 310 
interest in expectancy, value of contingent, how ascertained, 313 
payable, rate of, for arrears, 317 
lease of real estate with option to purchase, where liable to, 308 
leaseholds for years, payment of duty on, 306 

liability subject to death of testator or intestate before 2nd August, 
1894... 306 

mistak^ correction of, must be made by person acting in the 
administration, 316 

mortgage debt of leaseholds may be deducted on accounting, 314 
overpayment of, where repayment made. 318 

partnership, real property in, when impressed with character of 
personalty must pay, 308 
payable, when, 815 

payment of, in general out of residuary personal estate, 316 
on mortgage debts, 806 
person by whom duty payable, 316 

personal property passing under will or intestacy, subject to, 181 
when liable for, 806 

personalty, bequest of, notwithstanding legatee's death in testator's 
lifetime, must pay, 308, 309 
principal value, rule as to, 312 
proceedings for recovery, how taken, 817, 318 
properties, situation of, as affecting, 309, 310 
rates of, 312 

real estate, condition of, by way of equitable principles, test for 
liability to, 307 

property, conversion of, into personalty, when liable to, 307 
repayment of, when refused by Commissioners, 818 
return of, when contract goes off, where real estate contracted to 
be sold in lifetime of deceased, 308 
shares of member registered in colonial register dying domiciled 
in United Kingdom, effect on situation, 310 
principal value their market price, 313 
situation of property must be within the jurisdiction of British 
court, 309 

probate, grant of, must be made where duty payable, 305 

revocation of, and administration granted, effect on legacy duty, 244 
to bear certificate that affidavit delivered and stamped where necessary, 816 
validity of, not affected by payment of Insufficient duty, 305 
proceedings, appeal, accountable party may, 303, 304 

attachment may issue for non-compliance with writ, 226 
probate duty, recovery of, mode of procedure, 317, 318 
property, aggregation of, 202, 203 

agricultural, exception as regards, 208 

assessment of legacy duty on, when not reduced into money, 261 
succession duty on, when separate properties, 297 
charge, extinction of determinable charge on, duty payable, 272 

on, where s. 5 of Succession Duty Act, 1863, does 
not apply, 272 ^ 

first, upon which estate duty is, 220 
** competent to dispose," deemed to pass at death, 185 
contingencies, when no allowance made for purpose of succession duty 
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property, debts allowed against what, 211 

deemed to pass,” meaning of, 185 

to be regarded as if passed, 185 
deTolution of, by law, rules applicable to, 267 

disposition of, with reserration of benefit ceasing on death of grantor, 

succession, 273 

how increase of beneficial 
interest is valued for pur- 
poses of succession duty, 289 
to take effect for purpose of evading succession duty, effect 
of, 273 

enlargement of interest in, a succession from disponer as predecessor, 271 
gift of, passes on the death unless horid fide possession assumed by donee, 
189 

under will of ancestor surviving to issue of deceased ** passes on the 
death,** 186 

immediate gift of, inter vivos, not made bond fide, 188 
inalienable, duty paid out of, 220 
inspection by valuers, 209 

interest in, ceasing on death, where duty payable, 186 
not aggregated when deceas^ never had an interest in, 203 
** passing '* and ** deemed to pass ** are synonymous terms, 186 
** passing on the death," meaning of, 183 

what it comprises, 183, 184 
includes, 186 

payment, not obligation to pay confers enjoyment to exclude duty, 189 
person competent to dispose, meaning of, 185 

reverting to disponer not passing by reason of its reverter in his life- 
time, 194 

sacrifice to be occasioned by sale, payment of duty postponed, 214 
separate assessments of succession duty for separate properties com- 
prised in a succession charge of duty, 300 
situation of, as affecting probate duty, 309, 310, 311 

immaterial for purpose of succession duty when brought 
under protection of British law, 273 
spes suceessioTiis, although a mere, is an interest in expectancy, 186 
trustee, in hands of British, deemed British property for purpose of duty, 
274 

valuation of, at cost of Commissioners, 209 
value of, how ascertained, 209 
what is included in, 183 

when not settled** within meaning of Finance Act, 1900... 203 
public purposes, gifts of objects of national interest for, duty on may be remitted, 
182 

surrenders for, liable for estate duty, when, 187 
purchase, bond fide, when parties members of same &mily, 196 
change of security is not a, 195 

consideration may be where money paid to persons other than vendor or 
grantor, 196 

something in addition to money, a partial consideration, 
195 

meaning of bond fide purchase, 195 

purchaser, bond fide, for valuable consideration and without notice not liable to 

estate duty, 220 

not accountable for succession 
duty, 296 

estate in possession of, entitled to have succession duty cleared, 299 
liability of, for duty, right of recoupment in respect of payment, 263, 
254 

no succession where possession on death arises under contract for value 
in money, 277 
predecessor, may be a, 269 

is not always the last, 271 

rate of duty, will, when challenged but allowed to stand on terms, 244, 246 
rates of duty, exceptions as to 1 per cent, legacy duty, 243, 244 
legacy duty, 242, 243, 244, 245 
real property, aUowanoe for prior principal charge, 290 

charge on, not a testamentary expense, 220 
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real property, charge on, not affected by bequest to succesaor of Bum sufficient to 
pay duty, 220 

8 ucce 880 T *8 interest for duty, extent of, 299 
corporate bodies, when taken by, duty payable on principal yalue, 
2S6 

England, situate in, deyolyiDg on death, liability of to succession 
duty, 274 

estate duty is a charge on, 220 

option to pay by instalments, 218 
Land Transfer Act, 1897, has no effect on duties relating to, 220 
legacies out of, by whom succession duty payable, 296 
passing to executor under Land Transfer Act, 1897... 220 
probate duty, when subject to as personalty, 307 
sale of, interest arising from is liable to succession duty, 264, 265 
succession duty a charge on, where successor competent to dispose, 
298 

mode of payment, successor competent to dispose, 
where not, 292, 298 
payable on principal yalue, 286 

successor, cesser of interest of, within four and a half years, duty 
not wholly payable, 281 

interest of, in, how value for duty arrived at, 286 
trust for conversion and reinvestment, subject to, calculation of 
duty, 288, 289 
what it includes, 263 

where not exonerated by specific bequest, 219 
receiver, appointment of, in proceedings for recovery of duty, 226 
registration, certificate as to, without notice of liability for death duty. 224* 
release, right of disposition may be acquired by, 269 
remainderman, predecessor under resettlement, when, 270 
remission, Commissioners and the Treasury, power of to make, 182, 258 
power of Commissioners to remit duty and interest, 224 
Treasury may remit duty and Interest, 224 
retainer, legacy, of, what amounts to, 250 

reversion, expectant on determination of leases, not an ^^nterest in expectancy,*' 
186 

reversioner, estate of, exempt from succession duty on death of life tenant where 
estate duty paid, 279 

Royal Family, legacies and successions, exemption from legacy duty as to, 242 
satisfaction, legacy duty, how affected by, 249 
of, without payment, 250 

Sootland, duty, raising of, where order made for sale of property, 223 
estate duty, provisions exclusively affecting, 183 
heritable property in, as to charging duty expenses on, 223 
provisions of the Finance Act, 1894, applying exclusively to, 228 
statutes dealing with succession duty in, 262 
settled property, contingent settlements, property comprised in regarded as, 229 
meaning of, 184 

property passing to a person not competent to dispose, 229 
will, settlement by, where settlement estate duty is leviable, 229 
settlement, deceased dying after 8th April, 1900, and before 19th April, 1907, 
settled property is aggregated, 203 

discretionary trust of income in favour of settlor and others during his 
life, effect of, 191 
instrument, when a, 184 

interest reserved may be of any kind or secured in any way, but must 
pay duty, 191 

under, failing before possession does not pass on the death, 193 
meaning of, 191 

for purpose of estate duty, 198 
within s. 2, Settled Land Act, 1882.. .184 
parol trust is, under Finance Act, 1894... 184 

policy of insurance where deceased paid the premiums, liable to duty, 
192 

power of appointment reserved in and exercised is read into and passes 
under, 191 

property not ** settled** where limited to same person for different 
interests, 228 
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.tion, 208 


miirlOT, ’becoming vested, clErot of, 195 

when not settled within meaning of Fmanoe Act, 19W...2M 
reservation in, when property deemed to pass on settlors death, 190, 
191 

resettlement, by person expectantly entitled, 198 
when an appendage, 198 ^ ^ 

tenant for life, liability of, for interest on «»tate duty, 228 
trustee of, accountable on death of tenant for hto, 217 v-* * i 

Tested interest divested by death under specified age, not a beneficial 
interest in possession, 1^3 

■PHlement estate duty, account, when to be deuvered, 231 

annuity fund, liability of to duty, 229 

where bequeathed after annuitant's death is 
subject to, 230 

collection of, upon an account, 230 

compensation for immunity of property from duty on death 
of tenant for life, 228 

competency to dispose in any event, not clearly leviable, 
229 

directions in the will affecting payment of, 231 
estate duty is, and is subject to enactments covering, 
231 

exceptions from charge of, 230 
gifts tiUer when liable to, 229 
nature of, 180 

a farther estate duty on settled property, 228 
not payable in respect of property settled by disposition 
taking effect before 2nd Auj^st, 1894... 230 
payable once only daring continuance of settlement, 230 
payment by application of capital money in a settlement, 
223 


rate of, 230 

where death prior to 30th April, 1909. ..230 
repayment, when contingency does not arise, 229 
settled property, is charged on, in exoneration of rest of 
estate, 231 

testamentary expense, is not a, 231 

shares, calls on, paid in ordinary course of administration, may be deducted on 
accounting for probate duty, 313 

colonial register, owner of shares registered in, dying in United Kingdom, 
effect on situation of, 310 
Ionian Bank, in, transfer to Greek subject, 215 
principal value, their market price, 313 
private limited company, in, value of, 208 
situation of property in, the location of the register, 810 
specific articles bequeathed in succession, while enjoyed in kind, not subject to 
legacy duty, 240 

bequest of, to body corporate, not subject to legacy duty, 240 
stamped receipts, annuities, rule affecting, 255, 256 

legacy, person paying, must take, 255, 256 
penalty for paying or receiving legacies without, 259 
succession, acceleration of, when duty payable, 294 

alienation of, person liable for duty, 267, 268 
when duty payable, 294 
arises, when death occurs, 292 
devolution by law conferring a, how derived, 270 

where applicable, of beneficial interest in property 
upon death, constitutes a, 267 

disposition, person who had the right to dispose of property is pre- 
decessor, 269 

under a, what constitutes, 265, 266 
establish^, when, cannot be got rid of, 267 

legacy enjoyed by persons in, liable to same rate of duty, duty payable 
by executor, 253 

of specific articles to be enjoyed in, payment of duty, 251 
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suooesBion, meaning of, 268 • 

new, how oonfeired^ 267 

notice of to be giyen to the OommissionerB and trne acoonnt d^yered, 
296 

persons taking jointly pay dnty in proportion, 272 
possession of part only of, proportion of duty only payable, 294 
property, enlargement of interest in, is a, 271 
settlor, person out of whose estate succession deriyed, 268 
specific articles enjoyed in, when duty payable, 251 
trustees, where liable for duty on legacy enjoy^ by persons in, 258 
succession duty, acceleration of succession, when duty payable, 294 
account, persons liable to, 295 

may raise duty by charging property , 
301 

when, unsatisfactory, procedure by Oommissioners, 297 
additional duty, where not payable, 279 

administration, court must provide for duty out of funds under 
control, 801 

advance to an expectant successor is an acceleration, 294 
advowson, duty not payable on, until disposed of for money or its 
worth, 281 

sale of, in concert with successor, duty chargeable, 287 
when duty payable in respect of, 294 
age of purchaser, a basis for calculating life interest at date of 
falling into possession, 287 

agricultural property, mode of calculating duty payable by 
successor, 287 

alienation of succession, person liable for, 267, 268 
when duty payable, 294 

allowance for prior duty a^^ainst duty, chargeable on exercising 
general power of appointment, 291, 292 
annuity secured, is money payable under an engagement, 268 
valuation of, for purpose of, 289 
articles while enjoyed in kind, not subject to, 280 
assessment of, by Commissioners, 297 

benefit reserved by dispositions accruing to grantee on death of 
grantor pays, 273 

certificate of discharge before distribution of fund, 298 

payment, exonerates purchaser even if account or 
assessment incorrect, 302 
of, issue of, by Commissioners, 292 
cesser of life interest in personal property by death within four 
years, duty proportionately payable, 282 
charge, determination of, when duty payable, 294 

extinction of, person benefiting liable to, 272 
first, on successor’s interest in personal property, 298 
chargeable, where not, on payment of other death duty, 278, 279 
charitable purpose, property subject to a trust for, duty payable, 
286 

charity, power of trustees to raise duty on property the subject 
of, 300, 301 

trust for conferring a succession, time for payment of, 
293 

collection of, Commissioners to provide stamps for denoting rate 
of, 292 

Commissioners to keep books and give receipts, 292 
commutation of, future claims to, where ma^, 302 
compounding or commuting of, by person accounting, 295 
compromise of conflicting claims to realty, duty follows strict 
rights of parties, 285 

consideration entitling to exemption need not be the exact 
value, 278 

contingencies, when no allowance made for, 291 
contingent incumbrances, where allowance made for, 291 
corporate body, duty payable on principal value of real estate 
taken by, 286 

power of, to raise amount of duty paynble, 801 
Crown debt, a, due from successor, 295 
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«„«e88ion duty, Cro^^debt«, 1868...8M 

dSnotioM aUowrf ^ 

•‘deriye,’’ Benseof wordas uM^n ^t, 268 

directions as to payment of duty, where appUoal^ 

assiWoe conferring power of appointment, effect on, 

266 267 

di^itions taking effect at periods depone^ on death, 266 

to take effect, when fraudulent for purpose of 
avoiding 1 273 

document other than a testamentary, dling of attested copy, 298 

domicil, as aftecUng, 274,276 

person entitled, immaterial, 276 

exception, none where consideration not of money or money’s 

exceptions to payment of, 276, 277, 278, 279, 280, 281, 282 
executor, in his capacity as such, accountable on paying covenant 
debt, 296 

exemption where duty paid upon dead Teveisioner’s estate, 279 

in eex^in cases estate duty paid on the property 
itself, 279 

fines and other charges, when allowance made for, 291 
foreign immovable property directed to be sold and settled in 

British settlement, 274 
not liable to, 274 

imposition of, extent of charge, 262, 263 
incumbrances, when no allowance made for, 290 
“ incurred,’* what is embraced by, 290 

interest in expectancy where sold or mortgaged prior to 
2nd August, 1894. ..287 
on, provision as to, 303 

joint predecessors, how duty apportioned, 268 
land, transference of, in satisfaction of, 292 
law, by, devolution of, what constitutes, 267 
leaseholds for years included in real property for purpose of, 218 
leases at rack-rent, successors on determination of, not liable to, 
278 


legacies, when payable out of or charged on real estate are 
chargeable with, 264 

legacy charged on real estate, duty to be retained by person 

paying legacy, 299 
payable in respect of, person 
accountable, 296 

liability to, test of, 273 

limitation of personal liability for, 297 

time within which persons may be liable to, SOI 
marnage not a valuable consideration for purpose of, 278 
mines unopened excepted from imposition of duty, 288 
money applied in payment of duty not subject to, 281 

arising from sale of an interest in real property, 264, 265 
mortgage by tenant for life and remainderman, no allowance for 
in calculating, 290 

national interest, objects of, as to estate duty applies also to, 292 
none payable on personal estate liable to legacy duty, 279, 280 
notice of succession to be given to Commissioners and true account 
delivered, 296 

objects of national interest, subject to duty when sold, 281 
overpaid by mistake or overcharge may be refunded, 804 
partial consideration, succession diminished by amount of con- 
sideration payable, 278 

payment by moieti^ and instalments, death of successor before 
full payment, effect of, 299 
in advance, discount may be allowed, 295 

no prejudice to right of repayment (if any), 
806 

of, time may be allowed for, by Commissioners, 295 
penalty In respect of, where notice of succession or delivery of 
account not given, 808 
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snoceBsion dat j, person doxnioiled abroad dlreota creation of a British settlemeni 
of personal property situate in Britain, liability, 274, 276 
personal property does not include leaseholds for purpose of, 268 
person liable on transmitted successions in, 295 
settled by British settlement irrespectiTO of 
domicil or sittu must pay, 275 
transmitted successions on duty, payable, 286 
when subject to trust for inyestment in realty, 
payment of, 289 

where to be invested in real property, when 
chargeable, 265 

policy of insurance, moneys received from, 263, 264 
possession, not necessary to be immediate upon death, 266 
power of appointment, person having, domiciled abroad, but 
property subject to British settlement, effect of, 276 
predecessor, person from whom successor derives interest, 268 
principles upon which value of property based, 286 
property, devolving by law, what constitutes a succession, 267 

disposition of, with reservation of benefit when subject 
to, 289 

producing a yearly fluctuating income, calculation of 
duty, 288 

relinquished by successor on taking succession, allowance 
made for, 291 

term includes real and personal property, 263 
purchase bond fide for valuable consideration is not accountable 
for, 296 

purchaser does not pay, where right to possess property arises on 
death of vendor, under contract for value or money, 277 
rates of, how determined where devolution before 30th April, 1909, 
282, 283, 284 

real property, a charge on, when successor competent to dispose, 
298 

allowance to successor where there is a prior 
principal charge, 290 

cesser of limited interest in, within four and a half 
years, duty not wholly payable, 281 
duty a charge on successor’s interest where not 
“ competent to dispose ” of, 298, 299 
where payable on principal value of, 286 
mode of payment of duty, where successor com- 
petent to dispose, where not, 292, 293 
settled, subject to power of sale etc., shifting of 
charge, 300 

situate in England, liability of, to, 274 
subject to a trust for conversion and reinvestment 
of proceeds in other real estate, calculation of, 
288, 289 

what is included in, 263 

remission of. Commissioners have power to make, 182, 302 
sale, as to what will not confer an exception to duty, 277 
Scotland, relating to, 262 

separate assessments for separate properties comprised in a 
succession, charge of, 300 

small successions, where whole succession under £100 in value, 
not subject to, 280 

succession destroyed, exception from, 277 
meaning of, 263 

part of, falling into possession, part duty only pay. 
able, 294 

successor entitled under own disposition, when liable to duty, 285 
liability of, for unpaid, 300 

marriage of, to person of nearer consanguinity to pre- 
decessor pays same duty as such person would be 
liable to, 284 
meaning of, 267 

not competent to dispose, duty a charge on his interest, 
298, 299 
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BSTATJS ^ Riieceasor who 1b also predecessor does not pay» 277 

succession d y, Interest, or extinguished before 19fch May, 1863, not 

chargeable with, 276 

tenant for life and remainderman, conveyance by, person liable 

for, 268 

disentailing and resettling is 
no acceleration, where im- 
mediate annuity secured to 


timber, duty on, imposed as from the death, 288 
payable on sale of, 281, 287 
not subject to duty until sold, 281, 287 
proceeds of sale, when accountable for duty, 294 
time at which valuation of a succession should be made, 286 
for payment of, 292 

title to succession accelerated by surrender, effect of, 286 
transferred interests not conferring new succession, rate payable, 


285 


trust for charitable or public purpose, rate of duty payable, 284 
successor, allowance made to, on relinquishing property on taking a succession, 291 
death of, before full payment of duty, 299 
liability of, for unpaid duty, 300 

marriage of, to person of nearer consanguinity to predecessor pays same 
rate as such person, 284 
meaning of, 267 

surrender of life interest, effect when prior to Finance Act, 1900... 187 

to remainderman, where estate duty payable, 186, 187 
surrenders, public or charitable purposes, for, duty payable if made within twelve 
months of death, 187 

survivorship, property transferred by absolute owner to himself and another, liable 
to duty, 191 

temporary estate duty, how leviable, 181 

tenant for life, account on death of, to be made by trustee of settlement, 217 

conveyance of settled real property by, in conjunction with 
remainderman, alienee is the successor, 268 
liability of, for payment of interest on duty, 223 
mortgage by, in conjunction with expectant successor, 212 
remainderman, and, disentailing and resettling is no acceleration 
of succession where immediate annuity out of property secured 
to remainderman, 295 

succession duty, no allowance for mortgage by tenant for life and 
remainderman, 290 

tenant in tail, ** competent to dispose,” may be, 185 
testamentary instrument, definition of, 236 

documents which may be, 236 
timber, estate duty on, how payable, 213 

exemption in case of annual sales less than £10 net, 281 
sale of. on, owner or trustees must account, 217 
succession duty, exception in case of coppice or underwood, 283 
not payable on, until sold, 281, 287 
on, imposed as from the death, 288 
sale of, when accountable for, 294 
payable on sale moneys, 287 
value of timber to be aggregated, 214 
Treasury, remission of duty and interest by, 182, 224 

trust property, gift of interest bearing bonds remaining unpaid at donor's death, 
not property held by debtor as trustee for creditor, 193 
not included in property “ passing on the death,” 193 
trustee, disposition by will to, a le^cy, 234 

new, appointment of, entitled to remuneration, does not take same as a 
succession upon death of former trustee, 266 
personal liability of, for legacy duty, limitation of, 256 
term, what it includes, 295, 296 
trustees, gift to, in secret trust, trustees are the legatees, 237 
heirlooms, liability of, for duty on, 263 

liability of, where legacy enjoyed by persons in succession, 253 
valuation, cost of, defrayed by Commissioners, 209 
valuers, appointment of, 227 
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Toluntarilj, meaning of, 185 

▼olnntarj settlement, what constitutes under Customs and Bevenne Acts, 1881— 
1889...191 ’ 


will, beneficiary named, but amount of benefit in discretion of trustees, a legacy, 
237 

enression, what is included in, 216 

gi» of indefinite sum in trust for another, legacy to extent of sums applied, 
237 


legacy duty, how payable when will challenged, but allowed to stand on 
terms, 244, 245 

power of appointment, exercised under general power, limited power, effect 
of, 238 


ESTOPPEL. 

acquittals, effect of, on subsequent proceedings, 328 
action, plaintiff, by, who was defendant in former action, 331 
Admiralty Court, 363 

record, not a court of, 354, 363 
admissions, judgment as result of, final judgment, 327 
appeal pending, judgment effective notwithstanding, 326 
arbitrator, award of, 353, 364 

assault, dismissal of charge without hearing, effect of, 353 
bailment, acceptance of, creates an estoppel in pais^ 324 

bankruptcy, debtor's action not continued by trustee no bar to separate action by 
trustee, 846 

bill of exchange, second action on, where not barred, 355 

signatory to, estopped as against subsequent holder, 324 
review, action in nature of, for fraud, 334 
sale, estoppel not applied against discovery of real nature, 370 
bond, obligor, estoppel against, 372 

cause of action, determined, when, on its merits, effect of, 333 
company, liquidator barred by finding in action, defendant not a shareholder, 831 
compromise, action to set aside, will estop action to re vokd probate founded on, 331 
conclusion, estoppel frequently referred to as, by older authorities, 32 
consent, judgment by, ^ect of, 327 

conveyance, consideration money, receipt for, estops party by deed, 371 
operative words in, create no estoppel, 367 
copyholds, application of principle to, 367 

corporations, judgment by consent, no estoppel where contract ultra virest 327 

Medical Council, General, order removing practitioner from register, 
effect of, 328 

parties, and other, there is no estoppel between, as to their powers, 371 
seal, corporate, necessity of, 327 

court-martial, sentence of, may be pleaded by way of estoppel, 803 
covenant estoppel not created by mere statement in, the averment must be 
absolute, 367 

running with the land by estoppel, 372 
to convey, does not estop denial of seizure in fee, 372 
criminal proceeding, information for penalties for breach of revenue laws, is 
not, 343 

subsequent action in, principle applied, 331, 349, 356 
debtor, trustee of, by not continuing action of debtor is not barred from separate 
action, 346 

deed, action not arising out of but wholly collateral, no estoppel, 372 
cancelled, use of, as evidence, 873 
date of, statement as to, no estoppel arises b^, 366 
estoppel by, where statement of fact by parties under seal, 323 
execution of, refused and not recognis^, no estoppel, 366 
illegal by statute, purpose of, estops parties, 370 
mutuality of estoppel in, depends on construction, 325 
party may be stranger to bis own, 368 

to, guilty of fiaud cannot set up estoppel by, 369 
purchase-money unpaid, purchaser cannot raise estoppel by, 871 
recital in, as to seizure in fee must be absolute, 367 
statements in, inference drawn from, will not create estoppel, 86 ^ 
void on account of fraud does not create an estoppel, 869 
deed poll, doctrine of estoppel said to apply equally to, 323, 365, 366 
•«, 366, 366 
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default, judgment obtained where party in. Is final,” 827, 358, 869 
disability, effect of, on judgment, 327 
divorce, decree for, effect of, 826 

King’s Pioctor, intervention of, on grounds dehor$ the verdict, 826 
principle of estoppel as applied to, 331 
dower, widow's action of not estopped by recital in husband's deed, 846 
ejectment, whether estoppel must be pl^uied in claim, 850 
estoppel, conclusive evidence, and, distinction between, 324 

court-martial, sentence of, may be pleaded by way of, 863 
deed or record, by, must be pleaded if opportunity available, 350 
definition of, 322 
divisions of, 822 

maxim, “ must bo certain to every intent,” 379 
mutual or reciprocal, must be, 325 
precludes, even from stating the truth, 822 
receipt, where doctrine applied, 372 

remainderman, action by, when not party to former proceedings, 362 
stranger to matter cannot take advantage of, nor be bound by, 325 
estoppel by deed, ambiguity, none allowed in, 366 

attorning tenant, doctrine applicable to, 867 
basis of principle, 365 

bill of sale, no estoppel to discovery of real nature, 370 
binding on parties and privies, how far, 868 
bond, estoppel against obligor, when applied, 372 
consideration money, receipt by solicitor for vendor or mort- 
gagor, 372 

construction of deed determines whether one or more or all 
parties are bound, 323 

contingent remainderman, conveyance by, effect of contingency 
happening, 374 

conveyance, operative words in, create none, 367 

receipt for consideration money, party estopped by, 
371 

copyholds, application of principle to, 867 
corporate body, no estoppel between, and other parties, as to its 
power, 371 

covenant that person entitled does not create estoppel, averment 
must be absolute, 367 

to convey not sufficient to raise estoppel to denial of 
seizure in fee, 372 

covenants when running with estates by estoppel, 372 
deed, date of, statement of the, no estoppel arises by, 366 

execution of, refused and not recognised, no estoppel, 866 
in action not founded on, no estoppel, i872 
inference drawn from statements in, will not create 
estoppel, 867 

mistake in, circumstances in each case must be considered, 
370 

must be genuine and undisputed, 370 
where common to all parties and not acted 
upon to detriment, no estoppel, 370 
poll, estoppel may be raised by, ted qumre^ 823, 865, 866 
to effect purpose, illegal by statute, estoppel as between 
parties, 370 

when cancelled, use of as evidence, 373 

invalid, qucBre if third party can set up estoppel on, 
368 

relied on, facts party may put in to open estoppel, 350 
estate, when part only of, In grantor or lessor doctrine is applic- 
able thereto, 873 

evidence, rule of, admitting no contradictory proof, 866 
fraud, by third party acting on behalf of par^ setting up 
estoppel, 869 

deed void on account of, no estoppel, 869 
person guilty of, in connection with deed cannot apply 
doctrine, 869 

heir-at-law, or devisee under intestate’s bad title, may set up 
Statute of Limitations, 374 
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efttoppel by deed, illegal deeds, estoppd will be opened on being set aside, 870 
implication, there is no estopped by, 867 
infant, no estoppel by deed, against, S71 

instrument, truth appearing by same, where no estoppel created, 
867 

** in witness whereof,** words following, part of deed, sed qyu»re^ 
366 

lease, no estopp^ where premises not comprised in, 866 

or other interest in land when create by estoppel, 873 
when interest granted larger than grantor’s estate, no 
estoppel, 878 

legacy duty, mistake of fact as to amount payable, effect when 
common to parties, 870 
lessee or grantee, effect of doctrine on, 878 
lessor, subsequent acquisition of estate by, 874 

when title of, determined, lessee not estopped, 873 
married woman, admissions made by, in deed, 371 

effect of restraint on anticipation on doctrine 
of estoppel, 371 

matter creating, must be particular and not of a generality, 367 
negligence, deed executed with, containing false representation, 
effect of, 369 

party may be stranger to his own deed, 868 
plea of lum est faotvm^ as to, 869 

policy of insurance, constructire total loss under, limits of 
doctrine relating to, 373 

principal and agent, alterations in deed by agent after execution, 
effect of, 368 

where agent and person setting up estoppel 
acted at variance with terms of deed, 368 
purchase-money not paid, no estoppel in favour of purchaser, 371 
recital as to seizure in fee must be absolute, 367 

intention of, a question of construction, 368 
of devise, effect of, 866 
statement in, when mutually agreed to, 868 
that father entitled in fee, binding son party to mortgage 
deed, 366 

the averment relied on may be contained to, 866 
when statement of one party only, doctrine confined to 
that party, 368 

true but incomplete, does not estop patty completing 
truth, 367 

recitals in anterior deeds do not estop person who has executed 
deed of conveyance, 367 

deed out of which estoppel does not arise, not 
conclusive, 372 

parties to deed are bound by, to what extent, 366 
release by pecuniary legatees, no estoppel on subsequent funds 

falling in, 372 ^ ^ i. j i. 

shares, forged transfer of, principle of representation by conduct, 
application of, 369 . 

illegal issue as fully paid up, company estopped against 
future transferee, 370 , ^ 4 . 

statement in deed for purpose of concealing an illegal contract, 


of fact to deed by parties under seal, 828 
strangers, rights of, not affected, 368 

solicitor and <dient, transaction between, subsequent purchaser 
with knowledge must inquire, 372 
tenant for life, persons privy to subject to, same estoppel m, 374 
iniFaUd devise may dispute title of 


remainderman, 374 

where grantor’s title bad, estopped as against 
remainderman, 874 

holding under lease by indenture, 373 « ^ * o-o 

tenants in common, haring distinct estates, learo by, ^eot ot 878 
testator, person purporting to claim under, when estopped from 
setting up the Statute of Limitatiwis, 874 
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truth appearing in deed reUed on to sapport wt<qipel, effect 

eetoDoel by record, *“ tJ*® ®* iudgmwit, 860 

PP acqnittala, effect of, 328 

/r<«A<aMi.i of, by consent, where no compiomiee of oanse, 
no bar, 369 

for want of prosecation, no bar to new 
action, 359 

administration, suit for, suit for distribiition of assets, 331 
Admiralty Court, plea of ret judicata in, demurrer to, effect 
of, 354 

admissions, judgment as result of, 327 

affiliation order, no appearance on application to quash, no 
bar to new action, 359 

agreement, existence of, affirmed in former action, Statute 
of Frauds cannot be pleaded against, 356 
which has been worked out, second action on, 856 
allegations not inconsistent with record not subject to, 354 
arbitrator, award by, lacking qualification which is a con- 
dition of his appointment, none, 353 
arising, where, 323 

assault, dismissal of charge without hearing, no bar to subse- 
quent action, 353 

averments, not proved nor admitted, not a basis of, 358 
award by jury, signed by sheriff under Lands Clauses Con- 
solidation Act, 1845, effect of as, 353 
bankruptcy, right to set aside judgment debt upon which 
adjudication founded vests in trustee, 352 
bill, dismissal of, for want of equity, how far a bar, 359 
of exchange, second action on, where not barred, 355 
claim, statement of, several demands in, judgment for one 
only, presumption, 356 

when too little, and taken out of court when paid in by 
defendant, 358 

where two heads of, verdict on one only, no estoppel as 
to other, 366 

contract, true construction of, party may rely on, where 
pleading alternative construction, 368 
corporate seal, necessity of, 327 

corporation, return by, to writ of mandamus to compensate 
discharged officer, effect of, 358 
court, decree of, unknown to the law, doctrine not applicable, 
353 

courts of law, records of, 825 

criminal proceedings, principle applied as to subsequent 

actions, 366 
in, 331, 349 

decision, grounds of, to ascertain, judge’s reasons cannot be 
looked at, 366 

decree of nullity of foreign court cannot be impeached here 
while standing, 352 
default, judgment by, 327 

ground for estoppel must be found on 
face of, 358 

subsequent action for further sum, 
where no estoppel, 359 

of defence, judgment in, party suffering, where not 
estopped, 358 

defence, confession of, how far an estoppel, 358 
in substance of autrefoU eimeW, 352 
defendant, judgment for, not always as decisive as judgment 
for plaintiff, 349 

on dilatory grounds or on one of 
many defences, 349 
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citc^pel hy record, defendant jolntlT gned cannot aet np estoppel between same 
plaintifl and himself alone, 349 
demurrera to plea otresjndieata, when formerly allowed, 854 
disability of party against whom judgment obtained, 327 
discontinuance without leave, no bar to subsequent action, 359 
divorce decree, intervention of King's Proctor, effect of, 326 
proceedings, verdict in, effect of, 326 
doctrine of, maxims expressing, 826 

ejectment, in action of, whether estoppel must be pleaded in 
statement of claim if relied on, 850 
“ estoppel against estoppel doth put the matter at large," no 
decision supporting maxim, 361 
“ estoppels are odious," practice which found expression in 
old maxim, 351 

facta, material to the action, when agreed upon by parties, 
estoppel in future action, 357 
final judgments, classes of, 827 
“ final," meaning of, as used, 826 
foreclosure^ decree for, effect of, 326 

defendant submitting to, not estopped if trans- 
action infringes usury laws, 365 
foreign court, without jurisdiction, administering estates of 
deceased persons, no estoppel, 354 
judgment, effect of, 326 

judgments, pleas as to jurisdiction affecting, 354 

principle applicable to when not inter* 
locutory, 359 

purporting to affect matrimonial status of 
persons not domiciled, no estoppel, 354 
fraud, action to set aside for, may be stayed as vexatious, 352 
allegations of, must be specific and material, 352 
decree of nullity disregarded when obtained by, 351 
effect of, on persons not party to judgment either in 
rent or in pertonamy 361 
when judgment obtained by, 361 
judgment obtained by, how now set aside, 352 
on foreign judgment, effect of, 351 
party to judgment obtained by, should apply to set 
aside to avoid estoppel, 362 
where letters of administration obtained by, 851 
friendly action to prevent hostile action, no bar to second 
action, 352 

immovables, status of, declaration as to, 327 
implication, matters decided by, no estoppel, 356 
interlocutory judgment, where intention of, final," 326 
interpleader, party failing to raise as ground of defence at 
trial, 858 

Irish judgment, principle as applied to, 854 
issue, when directed by court, principle applied, 356 
judgment by consent, matters pleaded in defence previous to, 
cannot be set up in subsequent 
action, 357 
nature of, 327 

no estoppel as to matters not in issue, 
357 

none where contract by corporation 
ultra vireSy 327 

default, the estoppel is limited to what is patent, 
367 

effective if finally determining rights, 826 
everything that goes to make up the record must 
be looked at to raise, 366 

for plaintiff, where not necessarily conclusive, 366 
‘‘i« personam^* or inter partei,** definition of, 327 
in reniy definition of, 327 
effect of, 361 

Utter partes not affected by judgment in rm, 
where, 861 
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mtiBt be looked ftt to ascertain iasue prerioiuly 
deoidedi S56 

nature of, must be final, 826 

not a rei judicata or estoppel unless given before 
second action commenced, 361 
roll, terms of, not in accordance with written 
findings of the jury, no estoppel, 864 
where emcaqy limited, 827 

judgments in rem, conflicting, subject to doctrine as applied to 
estoppel by representation, 861 
examples of, 828 

jurisdiction, lack of, deprives judgment of any effect, 853 
of court decreeing judgment esBential, 858 
juror, where withdrawn, litigation not put to actual end 
thereby, 369 , . 

jury, where discharged without finding on issue submitted, no 
bar, 359 , ^ ^ 

letters patent, estoppel as between grantee and the Crown, 
349 

libel, plea of justification, where not conclusive in action for 
repeating libel, 855 
limited to extent of authority, 361 
lis pendens, without judgment, no estoppel, 361 
magistrate’s dismissal of information, where uUra vires^ none, 
353 

order, absence of condition necessary to found 
jurisdiction, none, 363 
where good on its face and objection to 
non-existence of condition not raised, 354 
refusal to order delivery up of goods not an 
adjudication on title, 853 

married heiress-at-law, bound by decree in probate pro- 
ceedings, 327 

woman cannot remove restraint by consent, 327 
matter must be in issue to raise question of, 855 
misdemeanour, prosecution for, where jury discharged with- 
out finding on issue submitted, no bar, 359 
money, action to recover, paid under judgment, principle 
affecting, 326 

oral evidence as to facts in issue and determined, when admis- 
sible to admit doctrine, 357 

parties, allegations and admissions of, in pleadings, how far 
creating estoppel, 357 

party against whom estoppel is set up must have been party 
to earlier preceding, 349 

taking advantage of doctrine must have mutual rights, 
349 

patent action, consent to injunction in, no estoppel against 
denying validity and infringement, 357 
where validity and infringement denied in 
former action, 357 

infringement of, judgment for, unaffected by subse- 
quent judgment for revocation, 361 
pauper, order of sessions quashing order of removal of, effect 
of, 349 

relating to, if on the merits, is con- 
clusive between parties, 349 

payment for value of stone does not bar action for damage by 
quarrying, 856 

into court defendant not estopped from setting up 
matters which might have constituted 
a defence, 358 

money taken out by plaintiff, jud^ent 
not signed, but action abandoned, 359 
where several causes of action, taking 
money out, how far estoppel arises, 859 
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Mtoppel liy xaoard, payment Into court, with denial ot liaUlity, how far a m 

jvdiotUa. 859 

with denial of liability, judgment signed 
for costs and money taken out, effect 
of, 858 

pendency of snit, application to stay, 861 
plaintiff a defendant in former action, 331 

xeooYering judgment obtains a decision on the issues 
on their merits, 849 

plea, not taken advantage of, by record becomes evidence only 
and is not conclusive, 350 
of judgment recovered, 850 

statements of party in, not to be treated as confessions of 
truth, 857 

where no opportunity of using, record conclusive, 860 
pleading, alternative, party not bound by, 358 
practice, modern, relating to pleas of, 850 
price of goods, judgment In action for, no answer to action 
for damages for their quality, 355 
where paid into court in first action, 865 
prior verdict creates no estoppel, where principles and evi- 
dence different in earlier and later suit, 855 
prize court, foreign, judgment of, acquiesced in, when no 
jurisdiction, 851 

probate action, failure of, for want of evidence of contents of 
will, no bar to new action, 859 

prohibition of action for goods sold, no bar to action for 
account stated, 356 

purchaser acquiring title to property bond and for value 
on faith of judgment in rem^ 861 
receiving order, refusal of, no adjudication on debt, 858 
record, no evidence admissible to contradict, 866 
default of pleading, as to effect of, 857 
registrar's lx>ok as evidence of what done at trial, 857 
rule as to estoppels generally, 849 

{Scotch judgment, where not a bar in suit for declaration of 
legitimacy, 349 

second action, circumstances existing at time of, non-existent 
when first brought, 350 

sheriff by his return is charged to full value except as to 
perishable goods, 360 

false return by, proof of malice unnecessary to plain- 
tiff's cause, 360 

must answer to value of goods returned, 360 
not estopped by return otjierifeci showing defeasible 
title of execution debtor, 360 
from denying what he did not affirm by 
his return, 361 

return of, conclusive in proceeding by sH, fa, against 
him as to value of goods seized, 860 
no bar to action for false return, 860 
of seizure of debtor's goods not conclusive in 
action by creditor for false return, 360 
to writ of execution by, no averment admitted 
against, 869 

conclusiveasto fees taken 
by his bailiff, 860 
limitation of estoppel as 
to, 369 

of rescue, a bar to rescuer 
showing cause against 
attachment, 860 
of rescue, is in itself a 
conviction against 
rescuer, 860 

remedy applicable to, 
when false, 859 

taking greater fees than allowed by statute, 860 
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Statute <rf Fraade, os to omiMrimt to^plea^ #67 
®* PP ^ third party, plea by, of conviction for obstructing highway in 

action by former defendant for trespass, 849 
tithes, action for, for different years, how affected by, 865 
trover, in, judgment for defendant, no answer to action for 
money received in respect of same goods, 360 
truth, where appearing on the record, doctrine does not apply. 


use and occupation, successive actions, no estoppel, 866 
verdict, minute of, entered by officer of court, how far binding, 
354 

not followed by judgment, does not create, 826 
want of prosecution, dismissal of action for, when a bar, 327 
widow, cannot take advantage of estoppel by deed of hus- 
band’s tenant, if not herself estopped, 849 
Workmen’s Compensation Act, agreement for weekly payment 
under, where not estopped, 366 

estoppel in pais, acts establishing certain relations of parties, 824 
%n pais formerly referred to, 376 

ultra vires, distinction between, and non-compliance with 
necessary formalities, 380 

administrator, appointment of, effect of when claiming goods. 


407 


advances on shares before being informed that there was no 
charge on them does not create, 384 
advice note of railway company to consignee not intended to be 
acted upon, 384 

affidavit of party showing cross dealings described as ** payment ** 
not estopped from showing no payment, 378 
agency by estoppel, effect of Factors Act, 1889, on, 391 
agent, contract with, in ignorance of existence of principal, who 
settles with agent, 398 

facts known to, the legal consequences are immaterial, 886 
which would invalidate policy, premiums 
retained by company, 386 

false accounts of, with principal, in absence of mistake, 
bind agent, 388 

fraudulently representing goods bought for himself as 
bought for principal, 386 

knowledge not imputed to, in fraud of principal, 386 

of, acquired within scope of his authority is 
that of principal, 886 

may estop himself from denying that he contracted as 
principal, 396 

of insurance company cannot set up title of third persons 
to moneys received on company’s behalf, 407 

ostensible, where person dealing with, may estop himself, 
396 


person dealing with, may set off his debt as against agent’s 
debt by estoppel, 396 

giving credit to, duty on discovering principal, 897 
representation by, must be made within the scope of his 
authority to effect an estoppel, 386 
made by, effectual by estoppel against 
principal, 886 

signing bill in firm’s name, liability of, 891 
unratified contract of, without r^ authority, what is 
necessary to create estoppel, 891 
with authority to fill up olank stamped paper, exceeds 
limit of amount, estoppel on principal, 892 
indicia of an authority in excess of actual authority 
estoppel on principal, 892 

agent’s authority, no holding out to person knowing limits of, 390 
agents charging themselves in account, effect of, 386 

intrusted with goods for consignment or sale, protection 
of persons dealing with, 891 

agreement, representation as to ambiguous expression in, cannot 
be afterwards denied, 377 
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estoppel in pai«, wpllcation of phrase, now nrnch wider, 375 
uUtrator, award ot, case arising on, 876— 377 

party appearing before nnqnalified, may deny huris- 
; ^ diction, S89 

ariBing from oonduot^ usual meaning of, 324 
assignee of lessor, may be shown to be an assignee not de f<usto^ 

405 

assumption, unfounded, may be basis of estoppel, 382 
attornment, mere, where purchaser knows the facts and bailee is 
ignorant, efEect of, 408 
auctioneer, as to estoppel against, 408 

sale of goods by, improperly seized by distress, notice 
too late to stop sale, effect of, 406 
bailee, as to estoppel of, 406 

cannot set up title of third party in absence of claim, 

407 

estopped from denying title of bailor, generally, 406 
may interplead, where action by third party expected, 

407 

show that bailor’s title has expired since bailment, 

407 

of shipmaster, holding for lien for freight liable to owner 
of goods, 406 

refusing to deliver goods to true owner is guilty ot con- 
version, 406 

setting up title of third party must do so on third party's 
authority, 406 

when admittedly defending in own interests, 407 
w*hile in possession of goods can set up title of third party, 
406 

bailment, acceptance of, 324 

bailor, estopped from denying title of one to whom he attorned 
as his bailee, 406 

fraud of, not necessary to prevent estoppel if bailee ousted 
by title paramount, 406 

bailor and bailee, estoppel between ceases if bailee evicted by 
title paramount, 406 

Bank of England estopped as to contents of registers relating to 
Government stock, 411 

banker and customer, neglect of customer may estop him, 400 

cannot put forward customer’s carelessness to justify his 
own fault, 401 

customer of, delaying information as to forged cheque is 
estopped, 385 

may be estopped by error in pass book when acted upon, 
388 

return to, of pass book by customer not evidence of 
stated account, 388 

taking securities from money-lender not protected by 
estoppel, 413 

bankers, advice of, as to collection of bill of exchange, when 
acted upon, creates estoppel, 386 
estopped by their manager’s representation as to making 
a loan, 386 

bill, acceptor of, not properly destroying after return to him, 
estopped, 402 

drawn and indorsed by arrangement of parties in name of 
deceased person, 383 

in name of dead person to knowledge of acceptor, 
394 

forged, drawer learning of forgery omitting to give prompt 
notice to bank after advance made, 384 
payable to fictitious payee, 894 

payment by banker of genuine, with forged indorsement, 
393 

of, which was accepted without authority does 
not estop deni^ of similar acoeptanoe of 
second biU, 890 
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fraudulently inore^,J^00 

or promiesoxy notO) signatory to, 8M 
Kill, tnnrna adTiceot coming forward for payment, effect of, 400 
Aoi; Xtutory estoppel on master or person 

bIlta*S”Ltog,**<^neous statement In, 1^ Alpowner, that 

estoppel on mastw signing does not bind the 

owner, 887 , ^ a. 

master of ship may make statements as to con- 
dition of goods, 886 ^ 

mere identification marks m, may be shown 

incorrect, 887 

persons giving, knowledge that purchasers will 
act on statements therein, 884 
signed by master, “ contents unknown,” effect 
of, 383 ^ ^ 

treated as evidence and conclusive when by 
agreement, 887 

chattel, owner of, not estopped by parting with possession, 379 
cheque certified by bankers with blanks, no estoppel where 
amount wrongfully increased, 401 
completed and negligently left in open drawer, applica- 
tion of doctrine, 401 

forged on company's banker's by secretary known to have 
previously committed forgery, effect of, 401 
signature of, in such form or manner that a person can 
tamper, is not negligence, 400 
signed in blank and left in unlocked drawer, no estoppel 
when stolen, 401 

clerk, employment of dishonest, not a public duty to refrain 
from, 899 

common carriers, delivery to true owner at his request not 
estopped, 406 

company, action by, to remove name of shareholder, fraud of 
broker, 412 

agent of, when managing director, is deemed to have 
powers he purports to exercise, 390 
by their directors, holding out person as agent for 
particular purpose, 890 

certification by, not a document or warranty of title, 
no est^pel arising thereon, 412 
proper officer of, what it amounts to. 


condition on certificate that transferee must produce 
it before registration, 409 

delay by and acting on fraudulent transfer, estopped 
from refusing to recognise it, 397 
directors of, cannot be presumed to have powers to 
confer a title to its shares, 890 
issuing debentures representing that com- 
pany's powers not exhausted, 378 
representing to have powers to draw bill 
in name of, 878 

extent of duty of, to person presenting transfer for 
registration, 410 

giving share certificate liable for refusing to register 
transferee, 409 

inquiry by, of persons transferring shares is for own 
protection not a duty to transferee, 410 
irregularity in issue of debentures by, cannot be set 
up against original holder, 881 
issuing certificates on forged transfer not estopped, 409 
debentures, estopped by its conduct on after- 
wards setting up an irregularity, 881 
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estoppel iA paii^ bompanj estopped bj certificate stating that shares fully paid 

up, 410 

issuing chare certificate to indiYidual shareholder is 
estopped as against transferees, 408 
letter from, informing person of proposed transfer of 
shares, no estoppel, 409 

not estopped where transferee of shares glyes yalue 
without seeing certificate, 409 
not making reference to register, not estopped unless 
transferee thereby altered his position, 410 
person whose name on register and who acts as owner 
of shares estopped as against calls of, 411 
register of members of, only faoU evidence of 

contents, 411 

registering forged transfer when not estopped, 410 
registration by, of forged transfer, of no effect, 411 
representation by directora of, as to meaning of 
ambiguous expression, 378 

representations of officer of, in course of business may 
effect an estoppel, 885 
secretary of, effect of fraudulent acts of, 411 

has not ostensible authority to represent 
shares fully paid up when not so, 412 
statement by, on certificate of shares, that they were 
fully paid up, 388 

transfer of bonds by, to contractor estops as to pur- 
chasers from him, 393 

where estopped as against transferees for value with- 
out notice from denying that shares fully paid up, 
410 

composition deed, acceptance of payment under, estops denial of 
execution, 389 

conclusive evidence, is of the category of, 325 
conduct, innocent, amounting to misrepresentation, effect of, 381 
what amounts to representation, cannot be determined 
by general rule, 388 

congregation, members of, estopped as to property enjoyed by 
minister inducted with their acquiescence, 396 
contract for sale of whole interest, party having partial only 
cannot deny, 377 

illegal, no estoppel to denial of existence of, unless 
where penalties attached, 380 
innocent misrepresentation may be conclusive evidence 
of, 378 . . V 

conveyances and share transfers containing receipt for purchase- 
money, effect of, 387 

copyholder having done fealty cannot dispute lord s title, 376 
corporate body cannot be bound by estoppel to go beyond its 
powers, 880 

may by notice inUra vires^ to be acted upon at 
receiver's option, conclusively elect, 880 
not bound by estoppel to refrain from doing its 
duty, 380 

estopped from denying entering into of con- 
tract which was ultra vires^ 380 

corporation, permitting secretary to have custody of seal, is not 
guilty of negligence, 399 , i. ^ ^ 4 . 

counterfeit signature, duty of person whose signature forged, to 
give notice, 896 

Crown lease, doctrine of estoppel has no application, 403 
damage or prejudice when made out, effect where other circum- 
stances create an estoppel, 385 ^ ^ . . oou 

declaration, false, as to value of horses tendered for carriage, 386 
deed of assignment, dissenting creditors to, not estopped from 
relying on an act of bankruptcy. 395 
deed poll, whether creating lease by estoppel, 403 , 

title, liabilily of owner not affected by forgery of authorised 
borrower where forged document not r^ed on, 894 
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adrajadng without notice to with 

ftothorit^ to borrow la protooted, 90t 
intrusted with power to deal by w^7 of selo 
obtaining loon, owner Is estopped. 894 
deliveiy by master, no estoppel from stating that he deiut«reda]| 
go^ shipped, 387 

note given by wharfinger and addressed to himself does 
not create estoppel, 408 

order handed by owner to agent in blank, oxeates an 
estoppel as against warehonaeman, 892 
orders as docnments of title, railway company snpposed 
to know that credit is given for, 384 
duty of merchants to nse due care in issue of, 
399 

railway company or warehouseman issning in 
duplicate, 399 

director of company confirming allotment of shares to himself 
cannot allege appointment ultra vires^ 389 
directors of company as guarantors to notify change in identity 
of company, 396 

disabill^, no excuse for standing by and allowing money to be 
paid in ignorance, 380 

distress, payment of rent on threat of, no conclusive admission 
of distrainor's title, 406 

submission to an acknowledgment of tenancy, 406 
dividends, receipt of, estoppel in action for calls, 389 
dock warrant, mere issue of, is no attornment of warehouseman. 
408 

document on its face transferable by delivery, person so trans* 
ferring is estopped, 393 

documents relied on haying no commercial significance, 387 

statements in, to which credit is given in mercantile 
dealing, 387 

draft by post, omitting to send separate advice, sender may set 
up facts if stolen, 401 
duty to speak when arising, 396 

ejectment, m action of, defendant may show alteration in land- 
lord’s title, 404 

election , person entitled to, must not he by so long as to indicate 
an election, 397 

error, party contributing to, cannot take advantage of. 390 
estoppel by statement, instances of, very numerous. 386 
not a cause of action but a rule of evidence. 378 
executor not bound to disclose gift over to himself, 396 
facts, statement of, when true and accompanied by erroneous 
inference of law, no estoppel, 378 ^ 

false statement, a false representation of fact, 378 

and mere misrepresentation of legal effect, 

_ . , ^ effect on party making, 879 

freight, acceptance of, on goods shipped under bills of lading 
crea^ an estoppel, 389 

allege it to be vltra 

no authority to sign for or to represent 

tecumbrances on fund, statement as to, effect of, 879 
infant, not liable for fraudulent representation as to age. 
inducing a contract, 380 ® 

8tan(hng by to prejudice of purchaser, estoppd. founded 
on fraud, 397 

informality, person dealing without notice 
omnia rite esse acta, 381 
instruments in blax:^, execution of, 898 

by allowance in account cannot 
deny receipt of the money, 888 
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{UtMigaticm ol title, estoppel as to existenoe of oontraot, 899 
invoioe, penoxi aanaed in^ ee seller of goods, no estopp^ when no 
person xni^d, 887 

3Feoidpt<^, indicating erroneons belief as to antboiity 
Imposes duty to correct error, 896 
Jnriedictimi, want of, objection to, whether waived by party who 
commenced action, 889 

landlord after distress cannot bring ejectment for cause accruing 
before, 406 

and tenant, payment and acceptance of rent, 824 
estopped from treating tenant as his after requiring 
him to be tenant of another, 408 
person claiming as, not the person who let tenant 
into possession, no estoppel, 404 

lease, assignment of, by mortgagor in possession, no estoppel 
against tenant, 405 

by mortgagor, assignee of mortgagee not estopped by, 403 
for live^ consenting party not effected by doctrine, 876 
person entering under, which is void by statute, may 
plead the Statute of Limitations, 403 
surrender, fraud of tenant will vitiate, 376 

of, acceptance by landlord of possession, 374 
secured by innocent misrepresentation, 376 
void, acceptance of, will not work a surrender, 375 
voidable, acceptance of, when afterwards made void, 
effect of, 876 

made void contrary to intention of parties, 
effect of, 375 

leasehold, grantor of, held to statement as to restrictive covenant, 
though afterwards taking new lease without restraint, 378 
legal estate, want of, in lessor does not prevent rule of estoppel 
applying between lessor and lessee, 406 
lessee for years who has subdemised, mere consent to grant of 
fresh lease, effect of, 376 

not estopped from showing on lessor’s death that lessor 

was tenant for life and not 
tenant in fee, 406 
that lessor had no title to 


pass to an assignee, 405 

precluded from denying lessor’s right to distrain in 
certain cases, 406 

lessor, assignee of, estopped from denying tenancy of lessee, 403 
estopped from disputing title of lessee let into possession, 
403 

letters patent, statement as to novelty in petition, 383 
licence by tenant to place goods on premises does not estop 
licensed person denying tenant’s title, 404 
licensee in possession and tenant, no distinction between in 
applying doctrine of estoppel. 404 
life policy handed by mortgagor to mortgagee for alteration, 
forgetting to get it back, effect of, 401 
litigants carrying on proceedings with knowledge of irregularity 
cannot afterwards set it up, 389 

market overt, true owner estopped from denying title of 
purchaser, 398 

marriage contracts, as applied to, 376 

married woman, contracting ka fane sole cannot allege separate 
estate, 380 

restrained from anticipation, effect of doctrine 
on, 380 

mercantile agent, possessing goods with consent of owner may 
make disposition, 391 

purchas€sr relying on title of, how far protected 
by owner’s consent, 391 

mind, state of, a fact, as much as state of digestion, 378 
misrepresentation, innocent, may be conclusive evidence of title 
in action for conversion, 378 


C 78 ) 



IKBXX. 


innocent, not a oatue o£ action by eetoppel, 

mistSte of party by which another misled should be corrected 
immediately on discovery, 396 is 

money, acceptance of, affording conclusive evidence of waiver if 
an irregularity, 388 

not the only conclusive evidence of it, 389 
mortgagor cannot set up Utle of third party against mortgagee, 
407 

mutual insurance company, member of, when estopped in action 
for calls, 380 

negligence, company permitting transferor to obtain share 
certificates which he fraudulently used, 401 
must be in transaction itself to create an estoppel, 
400 

the proximate or real cause of result, 400 
representation by, included in representation by 
conduct, 377 

when the proximate cause of loss, 412 
will not raise an estoppel unless duty to use care 
shown, 398 

negotiable instrument, handed to agent with authority to fill 
up and issue, 402 

issued with material part left in blank, 
estoppel in favour of holder in due 
course, 392 

person paying and allowing it to remain 
in holder's hands, 402 
unauthorised transfer of, estoppel is the 
foundation of rights arising on, 402 
want of care in custody of, principle 
implied, 401 

when completed by defendant, efEect 
of, 394, 402 

owner allowing another to expend money in mistaken belief 
must compensate, 397 

culpably allowing another to hold himself out as owner 
of property thereby estopped, 396 
of property, knowingly allowing another to contract for 
purchase, effect of, 396 

partner, liability of retired, founded on agency by estoppel, 391 
where new creditors in ignorance of change have 
option to claim against old or new, 391 
partners, creditors of old and new, must elect as to which they 
will sue, and are concluded thereby, 391 
partnership, by estoppel, as to, 390 
patent, as affected by, 413 

licence, equitable assignee not acting under is not 
estopped, 413 

of, estoppel ceases to apply on expiry of, 413 
licensee of, cannot dispute its validity, 413 

show patent bad where stranger can, 
413 

may show that thing done by him is not in 
the patent, 413 

purchaser from, not bound by estoppel, 413 
using same estoppel from denying patentee's 
right to royalty, 413 

patentee, after assignment, estopped tixim disputing validity, 413 
bankruptcy not estopped against l£e assignee of 
the trustee, 413 

and lioensee, doctrine of estoppel as applicable to, 413 
holding out agent as authorised to sell free from 
conditions, effect, 390 

not bound to give notice of his patent rights, 
exception, 395 

partner of, so becoming after assignment, not estoppel, 
413, n. 
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estoppel in paU^ payment of money to contractor due on completion, no estopp^ 

against allegation that work not complete, 
383 

under mistake due to representation where 
recoverable back, no estoppel, 384 
under mistake due to representation, where 
damage suffered may, create, 384 
pleading, mle aa to, where opportunity arose, 360 
pledgee, greater latitude allowed to than to other bailors, on 
account of pledgor's implied undertaking as to title, 407 
policy of insurance, acceptance of premiums, when estopping 
insurer, 388 

marine insurance, receipt for premium concl u sive 
between insurer and assured, 388 

repudiation of, by under* 
writers delayed after 
loss of ship^known, 384 
possession of goods, premature, by buyers, effect of Factors Act, 
392 

transfer of, working surrender, by tenant to landlord, 
referred to doctrine, 375 

principal bound by knowledge of agent acting within the scope 
of his authority, 386 

conduct of, holding out person as agent, 390 
principle distinguished, at law, in equity, 376 — 377 

of, by representation, advantage of reduction to rules 
questioned, 376 

known as equitable estoppel, 376 
promissory note given in blank for safe custody pending 
instructions, maker not liable by estoppel, 
401 

handed to agent with authority to issue for 
any amount, giver of note estopped, 401 
is not “ negotiated ” to a payee as a ** holder 
in due course,” sed qucere, 392 
obtaining signature to, by false statements, 
maker not estopped, 401 

public duty, no person can estop himself from performing a, 380 
purchaser, objecting that sale not by auction, when estopped, 389 
receipt as between parties, no estoppel to denial of payment of 
money, 383 

where evidence of accord and satisfaction, 383 
third party has acted upon it, 383 
recital in policy by deed poll, as to effect of, 389 
release of collateral security does not discharge original security, 
389 

party in custody under oa, remaining under 
sheriff's supervision, effect of, 390 
rent, acceptance of, in waiver of forfeiture, effect of, 389 
representation, arising through owner parting with possession, 
393 

as an estoppel, what is necessary to take advan- 
tage of, 877 

as to right to recall before being acted upon, 385 
things in futwro^ doctrine not applied, 377 
eannot form, nor mere statement of intention, 
377 

conduct of party making conducive to party 
acting upon, 382 
estoppel by, 376 
in licence to assign lease, 886 
made after party altered his position, does not 
create, 884 

may be of fact, although involving matter of 
law, 878 

withdrawn even if acted upon, 883 
mere silence in absence of duty to speak, not a, 
395 
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estoppel Mt paUt representation must be acted upon as meant to be to create an 
jr- tr estopp^, 384 

upon as true bj party to whom 
made, how far applied, 383 
of existing fact to found, 377 
need not necessarily be false to knowledge of 
party making, 382 

not to be relied on as an estoppel by person 
concealing material fact, 381 
of inability to contribute expense to mine, 
licence to co-adventurers, 382 
state of things as being of continuous nature, 
effect of, 378 

party cannot by, raise an estoppel, to illegally 
create a certain state of things, 379 
to whom made must act to his prejudice, 
to create an estoppel, 384 
person acting upon, after notice, no estoppel, 383 
whose consent is required, standing by 
with knowledge of act may be estopped, 
895 

should amount to contract or licence before 
doctrine of estoppel applied, 382 
to effect estoppel, whole of, must be looked at, 
379 

found estoppel must be unambiguous, 379 
one person, and acted upon, not of advan- 
tage to another not so acting, 383 
persons who acted upon it without being 
influenced, 383 

what is sufficient alteration in position, induced 
by, to create estoppel, 384 
when by party to contract, 377 
contained in deed, 879 
induced by party seeking advantage, by 
estoppel, none, 881 
relied on creates an estoppel, 383 
where unknown to be false, but intended to be 
acted upon, 382 

seller of unappropriated goods accepting delivery order from 
pledgee who acts on acceptance, 408 
share certifleate containing blank transfer on back, effect of 
signing of transfers by registered owners, 412 
does not amount to implied warranty on which 
transferee can sue, 409 

ccrtiflcatcs obtained on forged transfer, effect as regards 
transferee and his pledgee, 409 
shares, application for, by person under disability, 387 

in fictitious name, share issued, 387 
irregular forfeiture of, in cost-book mining company, as 
to, 395 

person signing blank transfer and handing to broker 
estopped if instructions obeyed, 412 
signing of blank transfers by executors, as to, 412 
transferor signing in blank and banding to broker who 
commits fmud, where no estoppel, 412 
unregistered transfer of, not the legal estate in, 412 
when known to be vendor’s shares, person taking and 
not relying on certificate, effect of, 411 
sheriff, return of, how far conclusive, 859, 379 
ship, bailment of, subsequent mortgage by bailor, possession 
demanded by mortgagee, 407 
register, flag and pass of, presumption of nationality, 376 
ifiiipmaster, representation of, when binding on owner, 387 
shipowners when estopped from denying that goods were shipped 
in good order and condition, effect of, 385, 387 
shipper selling wine branded with his name estopped from 
averring the custom, 389 

( 76 ) 



Index. 


ESTOPPEL — continued. 

aatoppel in pais, shipping agents, where estopped as to their accounts, 386 
silence, effect of, where there is right of election, 897 
mere, does not amount to election, 397 

no estoppel unless duty to communicate, 879 
solicitor advising client of the investment of money on mortgage, 
effect of estoppel, 386 

statement, erroneous, by warehousemen, when acted upon, 386 
false, party hearing, may be indirectly put in better 
position, 378 

m^e voluntarily, where likely to be acted upon, 
should be made with care, 399 
of intention when true, person may change his mind, 
378 

person making erroneous, is put in same position as 
if it were true, 378 

true, as far as it goes, does not mean more than it 
says, 379 

when false as to ownership of goods, 386 
surrender, acceptance of, after forfeiture by subletting, as to, 
389 

by operation of law where owner estopped from 
disputing his act, 375 

tenant, constructively evicted by person of paramount title, not 
estopped by his lease, sed qtasre, 404 
denying landlord’s title when determined, should not go 
out of actual possession unless claiming premises, 404 
disputing lessor’s title after it has determined should 
surrender, 404 

estopped from disputing landlord’s title, 402 
estoppel of, not confined to leases by deed, 402 
holding under landlord with bad title cannot deny that 
title as against an assignee, 403 
must show better title in another to impeach title of 
person to whom he paid rent, 405 « 

not estopped, when, by new lease taken from original 
lessor, 405 

where landlord’s title is determined, 403 
payment of rent by, to person other than person letting 
him into possession, no estoppel, 405 
person holding under, where bound by doctrine, 402, 403 
who does not replevy estopped from denying landlord’s 
title, 406 

third parties, when taken to be allottees, 411 

party, notice by, to bailee sufficient evidence of authority 
for retaining goods, 407 

trader, person representing himself to be, estopped from denying 
the fact in bankruptcy, 377 
transfer, executed in blank form, as to effect of, 392 

signed with blanks, person giving, not estopped, 401 
transferee taking transfer in blank and filling up in own favour, 
no estoppel in favour of, 412 

transferor signing blank transfer must not hinder registration, 
412 

trover, in action of, founded on estoppel, plaintiff may recover 
whole value of goods, 385 

trustee, fact of legal estate being in, is not a representation of 
authority as against cestui que trust, 393 
in bankruptcy, allowing bankrupt to continue trading, 
effect of, 389 
not an agent, 393 

where lulled into making erroneous statement that trust 
fund unincumbered, effect of, 381 
trustees, as to unauthorised de^ings by, 379 

persons dealing with not protected by estoppel, 893 
underwriters receiving notice of abandonment, effect of silence^ 
397 

vendor selling land free from tithes, finding himself lay impia> 
prietor is estopped from suing, 877 
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estoppel in iwiS| vendor, puffing exaggerationiby, to induce sale does not create 
estoppel, 882 

vendors, allow^ to retain possession of goods, rights of purohaser 
without notice, 892 

of unappropriated goods, statement bj, recognising 
delivery orders as correct, 886 

warehouseman accepting without qualification specific order, 
may be estopped, 408 

in possession of goods attorning to buyer is 
estopped, 408 

mere acceptance of order by, does not pass 
property, 408 

statements by, recognising title of transferee of 
goods, 386 

writ of possession granted to landlord against tenant though 
the landlord*8 title expired before trial, 404 
estoppel guati of record, Admiralty Court, conclusiveness of, never been doubted, 

863 


not a court of record, 363 

approbate and reprobate, person may not, principle a 
species of estoppel, 364 

arbitrator, appointment of unqualified, party ignorant of 
fact not estopped, 864 
award of, how far doctrine applies, 364 

must be of the very matter In 
dispute, 364 

decision of, on construction of agreement, 
effect of, 862 

bill of sale, party securing advantage by setting up, 
cannot afterwards allege bill of sale bad, 364 

commissioners of sewers, orders of, admissible as evidence 
of reputation, 864 

court martial, sentence of, may be pleaded as, sed guare, 
363 

courts, decisions of, to which doctrine of estoppel has 
been applied, 862 

decree, to be admissible evidence, must be of known 
court, 862 

deprivation by a college visitor, sentence of, 363 

Ecclesiastical Courts, former decrees of, when conclusive, 
862 


not courts of record, 362 
expulsion by a college, effect of sentence, 363 
friendly society converted into company, member's action 
when estopped, 365 
General Medical Council, order of, 364 
interpleader, judgment creditor in, taking proceeds out 
of court, effect of, 366 

jactitation suit, decree in, merely operated in personanif 
362 

judicial authority, judgment of, respected in all proceed- 
ings, 362 

separation, decree of, effect of, on setting up of 
previous separation deed, 364 
Lands Clauses Consolidation Act, 1846, verdict of jury 
assessing compensation, 364 

** martial law,” sentence of court administering, effect of, 
863 


matters preventing doctrine arising, same as applicable to 
estoppel by record, 364 

Merchant Shipping Act, 1894, order of naval court on 
complaint against seamen, 863 
order made in ignorance of true facts, party obtaining, 
cannot go behind to prejudice of third party, 


party taking advantage of, cannot reprobate, 364 
party, person not a, to proceedings, taking benefit, effect 
of, 865 
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estoppel qwti of record, policy of asBurance, alleged void, cannot afterwards be 
alleged valid, 365 

remedies, where two alternatiye, parties pursuing one in 
ignorance not estopped, 365 
schoolmaster, dismissal of, by order of trustees, 363 
specific performance, successful action for, estops sub- 
sequent action for damages, 365 
university, court of Tioe*chancellor of, a court of record, 
363 

evidence, estoppel a branch of the law of, 822 

is only a rule of, and cannot found an action, 322 
executor, verdict against on plea of plena adminUtraeU^ effect of, 331 
fact, representation of, conduct of party, by, intention conveyed, action upon, 
323 

falsehood, by, and with knowledge of, 323 
mutuality of estoppel, when applying, 325 
negligence arising from conduct, amounting to, 324 
foreclosure, decree for, effect in action for redemption, 326 
foreign court, administration of deceased estates without jurisdiction, 354 

decree of nullity in, cannot be impeached here while standing, 352 
fraud as affecting judgment of, 351 
judgment of, effect of, 326, 354, 359 
judgment, effect of, 327 

fraud, action to set aside for, may be stayed as vexatious, 852 
allegations must be specific and mutual, 352 
persons not party to judgment, efCect as to, 351 
friendly action, no bar to second action, when, 352 
interlocutory judgment, effect of, when intended to be ** final,’* 326 
issue, of fact, county court, determinable in action in, cannot be raised In sub- 
sequent action in High Court, 337 
finally determined judicially, effect, 323. 

status of person or thing, affecting, when determined in final 
manner, as part of judgment in rem^ 323 
point raised in, where solemnly found, party raising is estopped, 331 
the same, in actions with different objects, 331 
lieir-at-law under intestate’s bad title, may set up the Statute of Limitations, 874 
infant, no estoppel by deed against, 371 

interpleader, estoppel as to ground of claim or defence, not raised at trial, 358 
judgment, admissions, as result of, 327 

consent, when obtained by, 327, 357 

corporations consenting to, not estopped where contract ultra vires^ 
327 

court, by a, having no jurisdiction is void and cannot give rise to 
estoppel, 330 

default, by, effect of, 327, 357 
disability of party against whom set up, 327 
effective, notwithstanding appeal pending, 326 
final,” classes of, 327 
foreign, as to, 326 

in personam or inter partes ^ meaning of terms, 327 
interlocutory, when intended to be final,” 326 
Irish, principle applied to, 354 

limited in its efficacy, when by consent or default, 327, 342, 867 
858 

matter determined with certainty by, effect where, 327, 330 
money paid under, action to recover, principle, 326 
verdict, must follow, to create estoppel, 326 
when not a judgment in rem^ 829 

judgment inter partes^ bankruptcy, fraudulent preference, innocent trustee, not 

estopped by, 348 

petition, court inquires into merits of judg- 
ment debt, 348 

no effect on the res judicata of the 
debt where court refuses oi^er, 348 
refusal of, creates a res judicata as 
the petition only, 848 

fejectlon of proof by trustee, effect of s. 85 (2) 
of the Act of 1883... 348 
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bill o£ exidiftnge, tndoTBee of, not affootod ptooeedings 
commenced after indorsement, 846 
class, members of. effect of jndmpt against or for repre- 
’ sentative of, 848 

how far decree final, 848 

order appointing person to represent, does not affect 
distinct rights, 848 ^ ^ ^ ^ 

conviction of seamen for refusing to go to sea does not 
estop action for wages, 844 
proof of, not evidence of guilt in civil proceed- 
ings, 344 

copyholders and lord of manor, privity of estate between, 
346 

lords of same manor, privity 


between, 346 

debtor and third party, between, does not affect execution 
creditor, 345 

no privity between, and a sheriff nor execution 
creditor, 845 

divorce court, finding of, ns to party's adultery in previous 
case, conclusive evidence, 844 
dower, widow's action of, not estopped by recital in hus- 
band's deed, 346 

estoppel against parties to proceedings and their privies 
only, 343 

evidence, conclusive, against strangers of the judgment 
and terms only, 343 

not, of facts established by the judgment, 844 
gaming debt, an invitation to vote by debtor's solicitor in 
scheme does not estop trustee as to, 348 
heir of deceased, claiming by purchase, not bound by 
estoppel on deceased, 345 

incumbent, privity between, and his patron in, 344 
indemnifying parties and plaintiff in action, whether 
estoppel between, 347 

indemnity, parties to contract for, estoppel between 

covenantor and person 
indemnified, effect of, 


847 


of, no privity of estate 
between, 347 

landlord and tenant, whether privy, 346 
lis pendens^ notice of, to privy in estate not sufficient to 
bind, 846 

manor, tenants of a, effect of representative judgment on, 
848 

minors suing as representatives, effect of decree on class, 848 
mortgagee, estoppel by lease on mortgagor does not bind, 
346 

not affected by judgment against mortgagor 
for fraud after mortgage, 346 
next of kin, determination as to who are, no effeot on 
rights of persons on renunciation by, 345 
ouster, judgment of, against corporator, effect on title by 
his vote, 345 

parties or privies must have claimed or defended in same 
right in both actions, 346 

party and privy, latter must derive title from former to 
be affected by, 345 

character in which sued does not affect principle if 
in own right, 346 
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judgmopift jNMiStfi, pAtexitM, Against, for want of noTolf^, not cKinoliuifiro tn 
mboequent action for reroeation, 040 
pofsofnal reproBentatiTe, action by, for damages snstatned 
by death and to property, no estoppel, 847 
plaintiff snbMqnently oo-plaintifl, conTlction for non- 
repair of highway of former, effect of, by privity of estate, 
346 

possession, successive, of similar interest, evidence of 
privity of estate, 345 

principle, applicable to, as to persons bound by estoppel, 
applied to deed, 846, 368 

privies in blood not affected by Inheritance Act, 1833... 
344 

the classes of, to, 344 
privity between parties, when quasi^ 347 

in estate to party litigant, what is necessary to 
conclusiveness of judgment against, 846 
of estate between assignor and assignee of a bond, 
345 


mortgagor and purchaser of 
equity of redemption, effect 
of, 344 

second incumbrancer and mort- 
gagor, 847 

servant of corporation and cor- 
poration, 345 

trustee with bankrupt, limitations on the effect 
of, 344 

public right, affecting a question of, effect of, 343 
purchaser for value from devisee with legal estate without 
notice not affected, 344 

of land not estopped by proceedings commenced 
after purchase, 346 

surety and principal debtor or his trustee in bankmptcy, 
no privity between, 347 

not concluded by judgment, that debtor's discharge 
a fraudulent preference, 347 
receiving notice of proceedings by party indemni- 
fied, effect of, 347 

tenant admitted by landlord upon surrender by former 
tenant, no privity with former tenant, 345 
proceeding by direction of landlord, is privy to 
him, 346 

third parties, effect of, on, 343 

trustee and centui que trusty how affected by judgment 
against the other, 347 

trustees, after breach of trust, not estopped from denying 
damage, by judgment against plaintiff, 347 
judgment in personam^ Admiralty, no bar to action in rem^ in, 328 
how far binding, 338 

judgment in personam or inter partes^ defence of res judicata, when pleadable, 

330 

for detention of chattels, effect of, 830 
judgments included in, 330 
land, action for recovery of, rights deter- 
mined in, 830 
meaning of term, 330 
third party’s rights not affected by, 330 
judgment in rem. Admiralty, no bar to action in personam, in, 328 

admissible in evidence against strangers when not conclusive, 
341 

architect, certificate of, under London Building Act, 1894, is in 
nature of, 829 

bankruptcy, adjudication or order of discharge in nature o^ 
329 

company, order for dissolution, or declaration of such void, 
effect of, 329 

conclusive only against strangers on the point decided, 889 
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judgment In conclusiveneBnof^rule aa to, difficulties of application, 889 

rules affecting apply to judgments irder partes^ 
839 

condemnation in the Exchequer, conclusive as to title of Grown, 
340 

conflicting judgments, effect of, 361 

consent, by, how far affecting a resjudioatay 842 

protection of purchaser of res on faith of, 842 
to establish will, not binding on absent party, 342 
estoppel between parties created by, 842 
of parties, how far conclusive against third parties, 
842 

contract, capacity of parties to, effect of law of domicil, 339 
court of competent jurisdiction, of, effect of, 338 
criminal case, in, bow far conclusive, 342 
definition of, 327 

dentist, order of General Medical Council, admitted as evidence 

between dentist and 
third parties, 342 
relating to conduct of, 
effect of, 342 

distinction between judgment in personam and, 338 
divorce, decree absolute in, conclusive as to dissolution of 
marriage only, 842 
effect, limit of, 339 

election petition, decision of court in, how far conclusive, 840 
fact, finding of, on face of judgment seems to be binding inter 
partes though not necessary to decision, 340 
foreign court, establishment of penal status by, effect of, 338 

judgment as to title of person of foreign domicil to 
personalty, effect of, 838 
immovables, as to, 838 

lunacy, finding of jury on an inquisition in, an exception, 338, 

342 

as to mental state, how far 
admissible at later period, 842 
only binding inter partesy 342 
though in nature of judgment in 
rem, creates estoppel, 329 

marriage, dismissal of nullity suit, not evidence of, 343 
matters inferred by argument from the judgment not concluded 
by, 839 

not in nature of, 329 

nullity, decrees of, as distinguished from decrees of divorce, 343 
conclusive on question of existence of mar- 
riage, 343 

in case of marriages in British consulate, 343 
of foreign court, as to marriage of foreigpiers 
celebrated abroad, 348 

dismissal of suit for, not conclusive evidence of 
marriage, 843 

pauper’s settlement, as to, conclusive on all facts which are 
necessary steps to decision, 338, 340 
prize case, exceptional rule affecting, 340 

court, finding of fact in, how far pleadable, 341 

foreign, decision of, conclusive between owners 
and underwriters aa to grounds of sen- 
tence, 341 

ground of condemnation to be conclusive must be in 
operative part of sentence, 341 
presumption of cause of condemnation, when con- 
clusive, when not, 341 

recitals in sentence of, may be looked to, 841 
uncertainty of ground of condemnation, effect of, 
341 

Probate Court, decree of, how far condusive, 338 
probate, grant of, how far ccmclaslve as to validity of testamen- 
tary document, 840 
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Jadgment, in rtm^ probate, grant of, not oonolnsiyo in favour of prisoner obarged 
with forging will, 842 

property, right or title to, conclusively determined by, 338 
rule, *‘that estoppels must be certain to every intent,'* prize 
cases exception, 841 

salvage action, in, effect of, on strangers to the action, 839 

owner’s right against underwriters not 
affected by, 839 

separation order, whether admissibly as conclusive of desertion, 
840 

status of persons or things, effect of the judgment on, 838 
strangers, to affect, finding should be essential to judgment, 840 
must be ascertainable without ambiguity, 
340 

not discoverable only from j u dge's reasons, 340 
judgment recovered, administration suit, question in scicond suit arising while first 

pending, 337 

subsequent proceeding for relief which 
could not (^granted in former suit, 337 
bill of exchange, principal and interest of, recovery by 
separate action, 337 

but not to action for same trespass to land, 837 
causes of action, application of principle transit in rem 
judicatam, 836 

cheque or bill of exchange of joint contractor, judgment on 
unsatisfied, when no bar, 336 
compromise, matter outside claimed in second action, 835 
consent judgment not set aside to prejudice of third party, 336 
contract, successive breaches of, subsequent action not 
barred, 837 

conversion, unsatisfied judgment in action of, no bar to action 
against joint tortfeasor for fresh tort to same goods, 835 
county court, counterclaim exceeding limit, defendant might 
formerly proceed for balance in High Court, 
387 

judgment for £50 for fraud bars further claim 
for same tort, 335 

covenant, breach of, to keep in repair, when continuing, 337 
damage to person and to property, test of right to second 
action, 837 

damages, recovery of, for loss by death, no bar to claim for 
damage to estate, 336 

false imprisonment, action for, no bar to action for malicloas 
prosecution, 838 

farther sum not recoverable after judgment for same 
cause, 334, 336 

husband and wife, judgment against either when jointly 
liable, a bar, 335 

joint contractor, against, ground of bar to action against 
others, 836 

where defence personal to defendant, no 
bar, 386 

contractors, all parties to action, where separate judg- 
ment against one, 836 

debtors, payment of half debt by one, leave to defend 
given to other, effect of, 836 
liability, judgment only against one, effect, 836 
tortfeasor, action against, bar to action against other in 
contract, 335 

land, action for trespass to, not barred by recovery In replevin 
of value of goods taken in same trespass, 337 
married woman, against, for ante-nuptial debt, liability of 
husband, 335 

merger of action, where none, 336 
nature of plea, 334 

partner, several liability of estate of deceased, 836 
plaintiff for same cause Is estopped from again suing, reasons, 
334 
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S87 

restraint order in Obanoei^ BlTisUmes to ibsxes, bow bsir a 
bar, 336 

second action most be lor same oaose to eHect oouplete liar, 
336 

origin of, the same bat diflerent cause, no bar. 
387 

successive actions, cironmstanoes the same, cause of different. 
337 

trespam,'^ action for, nobiti 

tribunal elected by party, not empowered to grant adequate 
remedy, 337 

landlord and tenant, mutuality of estoppel betweezf, extent of, 825 

payment and acceptance of rent, estoppel in paU^ 324 
lease, grant ot larger estate than lessor has, not lease by estopped, 873 
Und, of, when created by estoppel, 373 
premises must be comprised in, to create estoppel by, 366 
lessor, determination of title of, relieves lessee from estoppel by deed, 373 
liquidator, barred by finding in action for calls that defendant not a shareholder, 
331 

married woman, deed, admissions in, by, effect, 371 

heiress-at-law, estopped by decree in probate proceedings, 327 
restraint on anticipation, effect as doctrine of estoppel, 371 
not removed by consent, 827 

Merchant Shipping Act, 1894, order of magistrate under, effect of, 

naval court expressly conclusive under, 363 

mistake, deed, in, as to, 370 

negligence, conduct, by, amounting to a representation of fact, 824, 898 

must be in the transaction itself and real cause of belief 
324, 400 

« c executed with, containing false representation, effect of, 369 

nullity of marriage, decree of foreign court not impeached here while standinir. 352 
. fraud, decree obtained by, disregarded, 351 

policy of insurance, constructive total loss under, limits of doctrine relating to * 17 ^ 
principal, deed, alteration in, by agent after execution, effe^Tses ^ * 

on. where agent and person setting up 
. , , estoppel acted at variance with terms, 368 * ^ 

privies, who are, 344 * 

promissory note, signatory to, how estopped, 324 
probate, decree in proceedings, effect of, 327 

gvaH of record, sub " 

323 

receipt, consideration money for, in conveyance, creates an estoppel, 371 

1 u , . solicitor for vendor or mortgagor, 872 

estoppel, when arising, 872 ® * 

seal, not under, estoppel does not arise, 372 
recital, deed, in, does not estop party who executed conveyance, 367 

averment relied on may be contained in, 366 ^ 

deed, in, as to seisin in fee, must be precise, 367 
intention of, a question of construction, 368 
statement in, when mutually agreed to, effect of, 368 

that party only estopped, 368 
^ease, legatees, by pecuniary, no estoppel as to subsequenTfunda. 


quent proceedings under tribunal other than court of record. 


contingency feeds the 


x: T- » ^s^iOppel 08 to subsequent ftmds, 372 

remainderman, action by, when not party to former proceedings, 352 
contingent conveyance by, happening of contingenc 
estoppel, 374 
rent, payment and acceptance of, 324 

®^tion of, effect in action for rent, 831 
r^juaieataf application to all courts of competent jurisdiction. 884 

f proof in, doctrine not applicable, 833 

caiwe of action when determined on its merits, 383 ^ 

Claim or defence which was open in former action, 888 
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oereaoo of, what is meoesaary to aupport. 880. 882 
doctrine, natm of, 882 i » 

of, a branch of the law of eatoppeL 881, 832 
not tedmical, 381 

CTldence, fresh, discovery of, no answer to defence of, 888 

when and how oatise of action restored on. 888 
finality, want of. efEect of, 333, 859 

mterlocutory order, made as declaration of rights of parties, 334 
justices, decision of, when a mere exercise of discretion, 834 

dismissal of summons before, question of building line, efEect 
of, 334 

libel, where subject-matter of both actions the same, 332 
matters to which doctrine strictly applied, 333 
party not able to raise matter in first action, no application, 333 
petition, dismissal of, for insufficient evidence, 834 
plea of, by defendant, effect of, 330 
what it amounts to, 831 

must show plaintiff’s opportunity of recovering in first action, 832 
prohibition, effect of, 333 

separate causes need not be joined in one proceeding, 332 
Statute of Frauds, failure to plead, principle applicable. 332, 333 
third party costs paid by successful plaintiff in action for damages, 
334 

Workmen’s Compensation Act, 1906, what will exclude doctrine 
from order under, 333 

seamen, conviction of, for refusing to go to sea, does not estop action for wages, 
344 

sessions, judgment of, order quashing order of removal, conclusive only inter 
partes^ 328 

shares, illegal issue as fully paid up, company estopped against transferee, 370 
transfer of, when forged, principle of estoppel by conduct applied, 369 
sheriff, award of jury signed by, under Lands Clauses Consolidation Act, 353 
solicitor and client, purchaser subsequent to transaction between, must inquire, 
372 

strangers matter, to, cannot take advantage of, nor be bound by estoppel, 325 
to deed, rights of, not affected by estoppel, 368 
surrender, operation of law, by, takes place by estoppel, 324 
tenant for life, grantor, title of, bad, effect of, 374 

invalid devise, under, may dispute title of remainderman, 374 
privies to, subject to same estoppel, 374 
tenants in common, lease by, having distinct estates, effect of, 373 
trespass, actions, successive, for, to same close, 331 

cause of action continuing, judgment docs not create estoppel, 337 
trustee making fraudulent conveyance, does not benefit purchaser by acquiring 
title, 374 

trustees for public purpose, not protected against, estoppel applied, 371 
verdict, judgment, where not followed by, 326 

will, establishing in solemn form by consent does not estop parties absent, 842 
EVIDENCE 

accomplice, evidence of an, corroboration required, 603 

judge should direct jury as to value of, 421 
account books, admissibility of, against interest, 561 

admissions as against party keeping, 661 
entry in, by agent, effect of, when erroneous, 561 

when evidence of employment necessary, 661 
accounts, direction of court as to, 561 
old, prove themselves, 661 

acts of ownership, boundaries of manor, perambulations of lord, as evidence of, 
443 

court rolls, when admissible as, 640 

declarations accompanying, as proof of nature of acts, 442 
evidence of, how received, 443 
proof of, by production of ancient documents, 615 
title to property, when presumed from, 442 
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Acts of Parliamenti admiBsibility of copies of, when printed by the King's 
printers, 625 

jn^oial notice of, when bound to be taken, 485 
private, proof of contents of, 525 

when receiving judicial notice, 625 

adjournment, evidence may be cause of, where better can be produced, 422 
Admiralty, affidavit, actions in which evidence may be given by, 622, 624 

deponent party to the action abroad may be ordered to attend in this 
country for cross-examination, 621 
filing evidence in, 629 

admissions, arbitrator, of, as to improper award where inadmissible, 462 

bill of exchange, by former holder of, when receivable against present 
holder, 460 

eestui q^tie trusty of, are evidence against his trustee, 460 
conduct of party, when evidence amounting to, 424 
counsel, of, where binding on client, 462 
document, how far an admission by party to, 458 
evidence of parties, where not, 461 

when, against party making them, 428 
executor, of, as evidence against legatee, 460 
form of, immaterial, 458 

guardian or next friend, of, not evidence against infant, 460 
joint contractors, of, concerning joint undertaking, effiect of, 460, 461 
jury may attach difierent degrees of credit to different parts of, 458 
married woman, by, cannot get rid of a restraint on anticipation, 456 
partnership, by partner are evidence against, 460 
party, of, made on former occasions, presum^ true as against, 456 
privity, by person in, meaning of term, 469 
privy, by, only prvmJd faoie evidence against party, 459 
railway company*s servants, by, when evidence against company, 461 
record, how made on the, for purposes of trial, 484 
representative, by, when suing personally, when as representative, 
effect of, 457 

ship, by captain of, where evidence against owners, 462 
shipowner, of, when evidence against master, 460 
solicitor, of, when binding on client, 462 

statement proved against party may be wholly receivable, 467 
statements by person in privity with party may be evidence of, 459 
made out of court, how received, 486 
of party when tendered otherwise than to prove their truth, 
how accepted, 456 

subordinate, by, do not affect estate of a superior in title, 460 
tenant, by, do not restrict landlord's right, 460 

in common, of, do not affect co-tenant, 461 
third party, by, when amounting to evidence against principal, 424 
trustee, of, where binding co-trustees, 461 
value of, dependent on circumstances, 467 
wife, of, where receivable against husband, 462 
written or verbal, may be, 424 
adulteration, certificate as to, 478 

evidence as to quality of drugs, 479 
adultery, continuance of, where presumed, 441 
proof of, evidence received in, 452 
advancement, presumption as to, 607 

affidavits, admissibility of, as evid^ce, 544, 619, 620, 622, 624 

alterations in, must be initialled by the officer taking, 627 

applications as to, when considered intsrlocutoxy only, 626 

blind or illiterate persons, by proof of, 627 

coats, rules as to, relating to, 626 

evidence by, in interlocutory proceedings, 619 

filed, how, 629 

form of, 625 

illiterate deponents, by, 627 
interlocutory proceedings, use of, in, 482 

» form of, 626 

iction, when made out of, how sworn, 628, 629 
master, attestation of, effect of, 627 
office copies of, rules as to use of, 680 
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affidayitB, party using, as eyidence must glye notice of intention to use, 644, 619, 62i 
persons empowered to take, 627 

making, may be ordered to attend before the court, 619, 621 
seals of persons authorised to administer oaths to, when receiying 
judicial notice, 496 
unfiled, use of, rules as to, 629, 680 
a&mation, form of, permitted to Quakers and Moray ians, 692 
age, appearance of person, primd facie eyidence of, 608 

certificate of baptism, where admitted in proof of age, 637 
witnesses, opiniozis of ordinary, are receivable as to, 482 
agency, acta of, repeated, when admissible to prove, 452 
agent, accounting by, 661 
admissions by, 461 

agreement, extrinsic evidence as to, 566, 567, 568 

sale of goods, for, when not to be performed within a year, how 
evidenced, 425 

writing, in, when superseded by deed, the latter must be produced, 422 
alihi, evidence of prisoner essential to prove an, 448 
almanack, the, time is regulated by, 492 
alterations, affidavits, in, must be Initialled, 627 

deeds, in, presumed made before execution, 506 

will, erasures or interlineations in, presumed made after execution, 606 
ambiguities, written documents, appearing on face of, when verbal evidence may 
be given as to, 428, 568 

analyst, certificate of, when conclusive evidence against defendant, 478 
ancient documents, acts of ownership, production of, in proof of, 615 

custody of, proper, what has been held to be, 605, 612, 513 
handwriting in, proof of, by opinions of witnesses, 608 
presumption as to purport of, 606 
proof of, by mere production, 605, 612 
witness necessary to prove, must understand it, 649 
leases, admissibility of, as evidence of reputation as to value, 516 
maps, admission of, when reported made by “ the King's geographer,” 632 
public rights, declarations by deceased persons as to, form of, 469 

of deceased persons as to, where receivable in 
evidence, 467, 468 

maps and surveys, where receivable as evidence of, 469 
old deeds, where admitted as evidence of, 469 
animals, behaviour of, similar l^cts as to, admissible in evidence as to, 452 

cruelty to, intention of person inflicting, not necessary to proof of guilt, 449 
apothecary, action against, for practising without a cei-tificate, proof of certificate 
lies on defendant, 435 

admission of, as to improper award, where inadmissible, 462 
arbitrators, evidence, bound by laws of, 433 

witnesses, attendances of, before, how compelled, 579 
arrest, witnesses, where privileged from, 586, 686, 687 
assessments, land tax, of, how far conclusive as evidence, 475 
assessors, court is not bound to follow, 432 

judge differing, duty of, when differing in opinion from, 488 
sitting with, does not hear evidence as to navigation, 480 
attachment, contempt of court, for, when witnesses liable to, 679, 616 
motion for, the requisites for, 589, 690 

attesting witness, deceased, statements of, as to forged deed, when inadmissible, 467 
when to be called, 511 

award, proof, as conclusive of facts found, how far admissible, 546 
of, in what manner, 652 

statutory, under public officer, when presumed valid, 552, 653 
awards, inadmissible as proof, where, 646 

Bank of Bogland, evidence of death, nature of, acceptable to the, 603 
seal of, does not receive judicial notice, 496 
banker and customer, books kept between, access to, knowledge implied, 448 
bankers, books of, when evidence of transactions recorded therein, 478 
bankers' books, copies of entries in, when evidence of matters recorded, 664 

inspection of, by pairty to proceedings, when order made for, 654 
555 

production of, how compelled, 564 

bankrupt, answers of, not admissible against parties in same proceedings, 460 
deceased, admission of, where not admitted, 464 
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depositions filed in, may be used to otnerj^we^m m s^ imw 

motion immaterial, where undischargm bankrupt obtains oredtt 
without discdosing fact of, i4d 

proceedings in, how proved, 551 « 4., 

?epu^ owneiibip, evidence of custom Md u^ as affecting, 445 
barristers, evidlnoe by, need not ^ 

bastardy, corroboration essential in P^o^^eedinge in^21^6u3 

bieamv^presumption of marriage, when neutralised, 5M ^ , 

biU 5^exc™nge, holder of, declarations of former holder when recdvable against, 

secondary evidence, admission of, when bill abroad, 520 
bills of exchange, alteration in, apparent, no p^nmption as to period of, 506 
evidence of payment of a debt, when, 562 
lading, receipts for goods shipped, as, how gov^ned, 663 
blind or illiterate persons, affidavits by, how takei^ 627 . . , 

Board of Trade, inspector appointed by, under Compames Act, when report of 

admissible, 646 , . ^ ^ s a t « 

books, entries in, kept by party or his firm, not evidence in psit^ s favour, 424 
of transactions of deceased persons, where admissible, 465 
reference to by witness, when evidence of contents, 424, 697 
witness may refresh his memory by reference to, 424, 696 
boundaries, “ parcel or no parcel,’* a question for the jury, 432 
breach of promise, corroboration essential in action for, 421, 603 

statement of plaintiff to defendant not replied to, effect of, 469 
British colonies, British Law Ascertainment Act, recourse to, in deciding law of 
part of, 490, 491 

laws of, must be proved to be subject to judicial notice, 487, 488 
Law Ascertainment Act, provisions of, when recourse had to, 490, 491 
ship, certificate of registrar, evidence of registration of, 477 
building societies, certificate of registrar as to passing of rules, effect of, 467 
burden of proof, adducing evidence, by, may shift continually during trial, 434 

charterparty, in action under, division of burden between 
parties, 434 

division of, when made, 434 

false imprisonment, in action for, is on the defendant, 434 
innkeeper, action against, where burden is divided, 434 
malicious prosecution, in action for, burden is on plaintiff, 434 
rebutting evidence, of, upon whom lying, 435 
rule, general, as to, 433 

of, distinction to be drawn in applying, 434 
statutoiy, when, no single uniform rule will apply, 435 
tenant, in action against, for non-repair, burden is on plaintiff, 
434 


test as to person upon whom it falls, 483, 434 
burial, register of, what is proved by, 638 
bye-laws, proof of, how given, 626 

capacity to act, evidence of, where mere acting not received as, 444 
certificates, admissibility of, as evidence, 477 

evidence by, as required by statute, 422, 476 
statutory, and certified copies of documents distinguished, 478 
certified copy, document, of, where accepted as secondary evidence, 422, 624, 625 
cegtui que admissions of, are evidence against his trustee, 460 
character, civil actions, in, evidence of, where admissible, 454, 600, 603 

criminal cases, in, evidence as to. not primarily admififiible, 454 
divorce, to disprove act of cruelty in, respondent may not call evidence 
of, 454 

evidence as to, by oral, by affidavit, 488 

of bad, in what coses admitted, 464, 455, 600, 608 
libel, bad character of plaintiff, where aamitted in evidence, 454 
party’s, not directly In issue, evidence of, not usually admitted, 454 
charterparty, action for damage under, where buraen of proof divided between 
plaints and defendant, 434 

on, in, measure of evidence where criminal negligence alleged, 
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>^»,'^*‘® pmumed, when |>re8t.i)apti(m tebntted, 608 
tawqna, debt, whea evidence ot purment of a, 662 
i.n j JPoat-dat^ when admitted to prove its own validity, 562 
cnud, evidence of unsworn, judge must direct jury as to value of, 1.21 
when received, 662 

children, age of, imbuttable presumptions arising from, 499 

incapability of, to understand the nature of an oath or affirmatimii 669 
r,.* « T nature of, to do mischievous acts is judicially noticed, 495 

I^ondon, judicial notice is taken of customs of, 486 
club, rules of, access to, implies knowledge of contents, 448 
collateral facts, evidence r^ating to, when admissible, 462 
colonial and forei^ registers, entries in, when admissible as evidence, 475 
^^^91 Validity Act, certificate of colonial officer under, as to documents. 


probates and letters of administration, admissibility of, as evidence in 
England, 653 

colon ies, Acts of, when copies admissible in evidence, 492 
statutes of, how proved, 491 

commissions, practice relating to order for appointment of, 612, 613 
return of, how made, 617 

witnesses, examination of, by, how order obtained, 609 
order to examine, by, how order made, 612 
commissioners, foreign courts, of, appointment of, 610 

of land tax, assessments by, in certain name, when admitted in 
proof of ownership, 629, 630 

communication, distinct portions of, where not provable, as an admission, 468 
company, books of, entries in, statutory provisions as to, 478 

knowledge of contents, not imputed to shareholder or director, 
449 


where implied, 449 

directors or manager, admissions by, where evidence against, 461 
document, affixing of seal to, by, bow proved, 510, 61 1 
liquidation, books and papers of, when evidence in, 66B 
minute books of, how far evidence of proceedings, 655 
railway, statlonmaster, admi^ions of, where evidence against, 461 
register of members is prinid facie evidence of matters inserted therein, 
555 


complaints, evidence of, received in offences against females, 446 

making, of, must be on the first reasonable opportunity, 446, 447 
voluntary, must be, 447 

conduct, habitual criminal, charge of being an, admissibility of evidence as to, 451 
intention, as proof of, 460 

money, criminal prosecution, where tender of, not necessary, 585 
payment of, 678, 679 
recovery of, 584 

where witness unnecessary, 579 
sufficient and reasonable, must be, 583 
witness, should be tendered to, 578 
of party, evidence of, relating to material fact, 446, 448 
party, of, may be evidence of admission, 424 
conflicting evidence, jury must decide which party’s they accept, 429 
contempt of court, person disobeying order to give evidence before or produce 
documents to an examiner, commits, 615 
sufficient excuse for, what would be, 689 
witness, punishment of, for, form of, 588, 589, 590 
.contract, foreign country and language, made in, interpretation of, 489, 490 
production of, when in writing and subject of transaction, 422 
copyright, infringement of, evidence as to, 609 
corporation, 692 

corporations, books of, entries in, statutory provisions as to, 478 

when admissible as evidence, 478 
execution of documents by, proof of seal, 610 
minutes of proceedings of, where evidence by statite, 555 
corroboration, bastardy, essential in preweedings in, 421 

breach of promise, essential in action for, 421 ^ 

evidence of, where required, 421, 603 
instanoes in which necessary, 421, 603, 604 
counsel, admissions of, when binding on client, 462 
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counsel, communications between, and solicitors, where not to be given in 
evidence, 427 
evidence by, 692 

counsel's opinion, fact of obtaining, where received in defendant's favour, 450 
counties, divisions of, how far receiving judicial notice, 494 
county court, admiralty references in, evidence by affidavit, how obtained, 624 
affidavit, evidence by, when ordered, 624 

where all facts are proved by, 624 
evidence in, how taken, 624 

judge's note conclusive on appeal to divisional court, 550 
powers of judge of, to order inspection, 509 

prisoner may be compelled to give evidence in, by order of the 
judge, 680 

proceedings in, how proved, 549 

court rolls, admissibility of, as between lord and tenants of the manor, 539 
customs, entries of, on the, effect of, 640 
custody of, 512 

evidence, when conclusive, 639 
proof of, how admitted, 541 

reputation and acts of ownership, when admissible as evidence of, 540 
tenant’s holding and amount of rent paid are evidenced by, 540 
crime, information given for detection of, cannot be given in evidence, 427, 673 
criminal cases, character, evidence of, not primarily admissible, 454 
conduct as evidence of guilt, when admitted, 447, 448 
money, when need not be tendered, 684, 685 
evidence which may be given whether identity established or not, 447 
identity, the main point of evidence in, 451 
similar acts, proof of, where admissible in, 451 
skill or knowledge peculiar to act, or want of, may be shown in, 447 
witness, dangerous illness of, examination out of court, 613 
court, judicial proceedings in, how proved, 660 
proceedings, documents in, as to production of, by solicitor, 682 
croBS-ezamination, questions permissible in, 598 

rules, rigid, of examination in chief are relaxed as to, 598 
unstamped document, on, party not subject to, 517 
witness, of, when it takes place, 597 

when, cannot be subjected to, 697, 598 

Crown, documents, private purposes of the Crown, made for, where not public 
documents, 629 

public documents, when, are subject to same manner of proof, 
528, 629 

inquisitions to ascertain rights of, where admissible, 475 
Office, subpcsnas, issue of, by, 578, 679, 680 

witnesses for the, are privileged from disclosing channel of information, 673 
custody, documents, of, how proved, 614 

what has been held to be ** proper,” 605, 512, 513 
may be improper, 514 

evidence of, reasonable, is sufficient, 513, 514 
custom and usage, binding, what is necessary to make, 445 
evidence of, matters affiected by, 446 
where admitted, 444, 446 

horse dealers, what is evidence a^inst reputed ownership, 445 
local, when judicially noticed, 445 

restraint of trade, in, reasonableness of, a question for the 
judge, 432 

trade description, evidence of, as explaining, 445, 567 
customary fine, reasonableness of, a question for the judge, 432 
damages, divorce, in, jury must assess the damages, 432, 433 

reduction of, evidence of bad character in libel action may be given in, 464 
de hene esse^ order to examine witnesses, contents of, 618 
deaf and dumb person, evidence of, how taken, 669 
death, disproof of, burden of, after presumption of, arises, 435, 601 
presumed, where, and not presumed, 500, 501, 602, 603 
several persons in same disaster, of, onus prohandi on person alleging 
survival, 608 

deceased persons, bankrupt, admissions of, where not admitted, 464 

books, entries in,.where transactions of, recorded, when admis- 
sible, 465 ‘ 
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deceased persons, oonmetenoy of, to make declarations, most be proved, 468 

creditor, acknowledgment of deceased, when receivable as 
declaration against interest, 464 

declarations of, against their own interest, where admissible, 
463, 464 

form of, to be admissible, 469 
in course of doty, 464, 465 

duty to make, necessary to 
admission as evidence, 465 
must be ante litem motam^ 468 

explicit to be admissible, 469 
specific headings of, admissible, 463 
to prove ancient public rights, where admissible, 
467 

when admissible, 424, 426 

received as evidence of illegitimacy, 470 
where admissible to prove matters of pedigree, 
469, 470 

knowledge of, in making declarations, where unnecessary, 464 
oral statements in contradiction of written documents, where 
inadmissible, 467 

private rights, declaration of, as to, 468 
professional men, duty of, may be, to make records, 466 
statement of, as to contents of lost document, when receivable 
as secondary evidence, 428 
made in course of duty must be contemporaneous, 
466 

when admitted in evidence, 463 

testators, declarations of, when admissible as to their wills, 471, 
472 

declarations, deceased persons, of, 463 

against interest, 463, 464 

competency of person must be proved, 468 

must be aiftte litem motam, 468 

explicit to be admissible, 469 
dying persons, of, grounds of admission as evidence, 471 
state of mind, as evidence of, not evidence of truth of matters stated, 
450 

deed, presumption as to, when of more than thirty years' standing, 505 
superseding written agreement, w'hen, must be produced, 422 
depositions abroad, taken, statutory provisions relating to, 527 

admission of, against deponent, when he is a party, 548 
depositions, criminal case, when not put in by parties, power of judge to direct 
jury as to, 618 

evidence may be given by, when deponents cannot attend the court, 422 
that deceased had formerly given evidence against accuser, 
admitted to show motive, 447 
wrongly admitted in, at discretion of court, as to, 618 
examiner, taken before, time within which return to be made, 618 
inadmissibility of, when in nature of res inter alios acta^ 647 
judicial proceedings, taken in, when admissible in subsequent pro- 
ceedings, 546, 647 

statement in, when inadmissible as evidence in subsequent proceedings, 
646 

statutory provisions, as to admissibility of, 648 
director, company, of, not affected with knowledge of contents of company’s 
books, 449 

divorce, adultery, acts of, received in evidence, 452 

witness need not answer question tending to show guilt of, 676 
cruelty, to isprove act of, evidence of character may not be allowed, 464 
damages in, must be assessed by the jury, 432, 433 

defence to petition by one party only, respective duties of 3 udge and jury, 
432 

undefended petitions, truth of petitioner’s allegations, judge to decide as 

documents, imcess to, affords presumptive evidence of knowledge of contents, 448 
adversary, in hands of, where notice to produce not given, secondary 
evidence is inadmissible, 620, 521 
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to hands who fails to ptodnoe thorn, pMat hf MaoBdaqr 
evidence, 620 


ambiguities not ap 
evidence, 427, i"* 


on face of, may be explained by verbal 


attestation of, when proof not required, 611 

required by law, the attesting witness must be 
called, 604, 605 
where solicitor necessary, 511 
proof of, rules relating to, 511 

attesting witness, proof of execution by, exceptions to rule, 606 
when be may be contradicted, 605 
certihed copy of, when admitted by statutory provision, 524 
where made evidence by statute, 422 
construction of, circumstances affecting found by jury, 430 
is a matter for the judge, 81, 429, 430 
corporation, execution by, proof of seal, 510 
criminal cases, production of, in, where unstamped, 515 
custody of, how proved, 514 

need not be that which is most strictly proper, 513, 614 
what may be improper, 606, 614 
enrolled according to statute or entered in notarial book, 518 
under statute, how proved, 606 

estimate, signature of surveyor to, when evidence of authenticity, 518 
execution of, competency of witness to, Bll 
when strict proof required, 605 

existence of, in proof, but production impossible, bow proof admitted, 
422, 423 


extrinsic evidence as to, exceptions to rule of inadmissibility, 567 
where inadmissible, 566 
foreign, construction of, 489 

copy of, when admissible as proof in English court, 420 
language, in, meaning of words must be first determined as a 
fact, 430 

law, relating to, court may examine, 489 
lost, construction of, within province of judge, 480 

or destroyed, when secondary evidence admissible, 518, 519 
proof, as to stamping of, 516 
when presumed stamped, 506 
notice to produce, form and service of, 522 
where unnecessary, 521 
oral evidence as to, generally excluded, 666 
of, when admitted, 423 

parol evidence, where admissible to interpret, 5G8 
partly requiring to be stamped, how far admissible when unstamped , 
516 


party, how far an admission by, of truth of contents, 468 
possession of, by person served with notice to produce must be proved. 

KOI * * 


power of attorney, executed under, proof required, 614, 616 
produced, to be, must be specified in 580 

production of, at trial, how enforced, 580 

from which witness refreshes his memoiy, 696, 597 
order for, may be made at any stage of proceedings, 682 
when impossible, secondary evidence may be given as 
to, 619, 620 

proof of, by admission, when no attestation is required, 511, 612 
when secondary evidence admissible, 618 
secondary evidence as to, when admissible, 605 
signature of unattested, how proved, 510 
situation of, abroad, when secondary evidence admissible, 620 
solicitor refusing to produoe document of client, e£^t of, 520 
solicitor's lien does not prevent production being compelled, 682 
third party, in hands of, when secondary evidence admissible as to, 620 
unstamped, may be shown to witness to refresh his memoxy, 516 
not amounting to an agreement may be looked at, 616 
party cannot be croes*examined on, 517 
when inadmissible, 516 
validity cf, where presumed, 605 
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docttments, witness attesting, when not necessary to prove by, 604 

may object to prodnoe, on ground of priTllege, 681 
which may not be refmred to by, 696 
witnesses, by which, may refresh their memories, 695 
drunkenness, intention of party, when condition of mind due to, 460 
dying person, declarations of, grounds for admissibility of, 471, 547 
easement, title to, user as eyidence of, 448 
engineer's reports, principle upon which admitted, 663 

engraving, witnesses, testimony of, when received as to, resemblance to picture, 482 
equitable presumption, matters subject to, 507 

evidence, acceptance of, varies according to usages of each country, 419 

accomplice, of an, judge should direct jury as to value of, 421, 603 
adducing, burden of, 434, 435 

may shift continually during trial, 434 
admissibility of, as to the, judge must determine, 428, 429 

examples of matters for the judge's decision, 428, 429 
question as to, decided by the judge, 421 
admission made by party is, as against party making it, 423 

or rejection of, questions relating to, must be determined by 
the lex fori^ 420 

affidavits, admissibility of, as, 644, 618, 620 
application of law of, what it pre-supposes, 419 
arbitrators are bound by laws of, 433 
better, may be insisted upon, 422 

books, entry in, by party or his firm, how afiectlng parly, 421 

questions asked on, while witness refreshing his memory, makes 
them, 424 

conduct, by, amounting to admission, 424 
conflicting, jury must decide as to, 429 
corroboration of. where required, 603 

cre^'bility of, a question for the jury if tried before, if not, for the judge, 421 
deaf and dumb person, of, how taken, 669 

distinction between original or circumstantial and hearsay, 466 
documents, unstamped, when inadmissible, 616 
experts, of, how far admissible, 437 
facts, of, relevant to the issues, what are, 420 
hearsay, exceptions to rule against, 466 
in camerd^ when heard, 694 , * 

inadmissible but admitted in references, where award not set aside, €63 
to prove occurrence of main fact, 451 
intention, of, proof of, 449, 460 

judgment, existence of, is conclusive, of its own existence, 484 ^ 
jury, where none to go to, party favoured by decision may rciiuire to put 
his evidence on record, 429 
law, and, distinction between, 460 
oath or affirmation, when must bo given on, 690 
out of court, how obtained, 609 

puMcdwuments, Statements in, grounds for being receded as, 472, 478 
policy, where facts not allowed to be given in, 427 
rejected where it cannot be adequately tested, 422 
result of, not necessarily proof of itself, 419 
rules of, cardinal, 420 

how formulated, 419 

seals, where received as evidence, 427, 495 

seeing or hearing, of. must be by person who saw or heard, 421 
similar facts, of, purposes for which tendered, 460 
where received in, 462 

statements accompanying an act, where received, 438 
sufficiency of, to go to jury, judge must decide as to, 429 
third party, of, as to conversation between two pereons, 489 

opinion of, where evidence against party seeking, 462 
verbal, as to ambiguities not appearing on face of written doenmenU, 
may be given, 428 
weight of, when, is looked at, w4 
writing necessarVi in what casM, 426 

^ when transaction evidenced by, it must ^ 
written document cannot be varied by extrinsic, 427, 66o 
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0 m turpi oauiA non oritur actio, application of mle, 487 
examination in chief, leading queBtiona, where inadmlBBible, 594 
examined copy, High Coart, of record of proceedings in, must not be abbreviated, 
549 

examiner, appointment of, practice relating to, 610, 611 

depoBitions taken, duly signed by, must be returned to Central Office by, 
618 

documents to be supplied to, by party applying for the examination, 616 
examination of witnesses by, procedure resting to, 610 
fees of, person liable for, 617 
notification of, 617 

persons attending before, entitled to same privileges as witnesses, 616 
questions, any, should be allowed unless palpably inadmissible, 616 
witnesses, examination of, practice as to, 616, 617 
execution, writ of, as evidence of judgment, 544 

executors, action against, evidence necessary to personally charge, 425 
admissions of, are evidence against a legatee, 460 
affidavit, failure of, to dispute contents of, how an admission by, 458 
experts, competency of, to give evidence, 481 

evidence, in giving, may refresh their memories by reference, 482 
of, how far admissible, 437 
examination of, 481 

opinions of, when admitted, when rejected, 480, 481, 608 
extradition, foreign warrants and documents for purposes of, how proved, 527 
extrinsic evidence, document, exceptions to rule as to inadmissibility of, 667 

where inadmissible as to, 666 
fact, acceptance of, proof necessary to, 419 
existence of main, how proved, 440 

notoriety of, to party's calling or neighbourhood, some evidence of knowledge 
as to, 449 

opponent, within knowledge of, burden of disproving lies, upon him, 435 
proof of, by what evidence, 421 
in a specific way, 426 
when allowed for what it is worth, 440 
where not allowed, 427 
which the court does not require, 426, 427 
proving or disproving main fact, where admissible, 440 
relevant to the issues, when, 420 

rumour as to existence of, not evidence of party’s knowledge, 449 
transaction inquired into, being part of, when provable, 420 
res gestee, when known as the, 420 
facts in issue, evidence, how far the subject, of, 436, 487 

incidents not constituting, evidence of, but of declarations accom- 
panying an act, qualification governing, 438 
meaning of, 436 

relevant to the issue, definition of, 439 

judicial inquiry, which may be relevant to, 440 
fair comment, defence of, judge decides if matter of public interest, 431 
jury decides if the matter is, 431 

false imprisonment, burden of proof of reasonable cause for, is on defendant, 434 
family Bibles, pedigree, admitted to prove facts concerning, 560 
papers, admittance of, in cases of pedigree, 560 

entries in, to prevent disputes, do not affect admissibility, 561 
examples of, sometimes Emitted in pedigree case, 560, 561 
females, complaints of, not evidence, if induced by leading or intimidating 
questions, 447 

offences against, where particulars of complaint admitted in evidence, 446 
Fleet and King’s Bench Prisons, registers of, not admissible in evidence, 639 
foreign country, contract made in, and in foreign language, construction of, 490 
depositions taken in, statutory provisions relating to, 527, 628 
document of, not proved in English court by copy unless admis- 
sible by English law, 420 

evidence, acceptance of, varies according to usages of each, 419 
hearsay evidence freely admissible in, 428 
law of, competency of witness to prove, 488 
laws of, are not subject to judicial notice in English courts, 487 
difference between, and English law, burden of proof as 
to, 488 
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foreign country, laws of, proof of, 488, 627 

court, commissioners to take eyidence in, how appointed, 610 

letters of request may be sent to, to secure the examination of 
witness, 611 

defendant, evidence, entiUed to have, including his own taken on com- 
mfesion where he resides, 61 6 

Foreign Enlistment Act, ship, builder of, burden of proof of ignorance of use in 
contravention of Act, lies upon, 436 

foreign judgments and acts of state, proof of, by authenticated copies, 627 

language, document in, meaning of words to be first determined as a 
fact, 430 

law, rules of evidence and procedure followed in coxisidering a question 
of, 490 

Statutes of Limitation and Statute of Frauds, when applied, to, 490 
Foreign Law Ascertainment Act, case for opinion of another court, practice under, 
490, 491 

foreign registers, certified copy, by whom made, 634 
countries included in term, 634 

extracts duly certified which have been admitted in evidence, 
534, 635 

proof of facts stated in, when and how admitted, 534 
tribunals, evidence for use before, statutory provisions as to, 630, 631 
warrants, extradition, and documents for purposes, of, how proved, 527 
fraud, document may be impeached by verbal evidence as to, 427 
mind, the inside of the, must be looked at to find, 438 
fresh evidence, party, when given leave to call, 599 
further evidence, judge and jury, power of, to recall witnesses for, 699 
Gaming Act, relied on, when, must be pleaded, 487 

Gazette, the, royal proclamations, orders, and regulations are proved by, 626 
General Mediocd Council, report of committee, where admissible as evidence, 475, 
476 

geography, judicial notice is taken of the positions of States indicated by, 493 
Great Beal, exemplifications under, when evidence of record, 549 
Jiaheae corpus aa testijicwndum^ prisoners, attendance of, as witnesses compelled 
by, 680 

handwriting, evidence of, by inspection, 608 

signature of unattested documents, proof of, 510 
witness may be compelled to write a specimen in court, 609 
state his opinion or belief as to, 607 
witnesses, opinions of ordinary, may be received as to, 482 
health, inspection, refusal to submit to, may be evidence against persons as to, 608 
hearsay evidence, admissible, not, as a general rule, 455 

except in certain cases, 428, 466 et se^, 
admissions of one of the parties, when evidence against party, 
423, 469 

distinction between, and original or circumstantial, 465 
kinds of, 423 

exceptions to rule against, 456 

as to non>admissibility of, 423 

judicial inquiries, statements made in hearing of party during, 
not evidence against him, 459 
privies to party, classes of, 469 
rejection of, reasons usually advanced for the, 456 
slander, uttering of, evidence of Is not, 423 

statements made in presence and hearing of party, how far 
evidence against him, 469 
term, what it imports, 455 

High Court, documents filed in, where office copies are admissible as proof, 620 
examined copies, the record of proceedings in, how prov^, 649 
judicial proceeding in, how proved, 648, 649 
record of proceedings in, copies of, kinds admissible, 649 
history and science, works of, where eviaenoe of facts of a public nature, 478, 479, 

663 

not admissible as evidence, 563 

homicide, presumption as to, 499 

horse, nature of, receives judicial notice, 496 

hostile witness, cross-examination of, by party calling him, is in the discretion of 
the judge, 600 
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hostile witness, meaning of, 600 

House of Lords, judgment in, how proved, 651 u xi. 1 . 

ludicial notice of English, Scottish, and Irish laws, how taken 07 
the, 485 

Houses of Parliament, journals of, proof of, by copies printed by the printer to 
either House, 627 

husbaud and wife, admissions of wife, where receivable against husband, 462 

communications between, when not to be given in evidence 

427 


privileged, 673 

conversations, overheard, may be disclosed by third party, 674 
identification, photographs, when admitted in proof of, 665 
witness may state opinion in matters of, 607 
identity, proof of, when admitted by evidence of reputation, 480 
ignorance of law, irrebuttable presumption as to, when expressed to be, 499 
illegitimacy, admission of deceased person received as to his own, 470 
declarations as to, form of, immaterial, 471 

no strict rule applies to competency of person 
making, 470, 471 

of deceased father admissible as to his son's, 470 
impeachment of credit, character of witness called in, may itself be impeached, 
602 

in camerd^ evidence, when heard, 694 

incriminating answer, foreign country, fear of prosecution in, when, ground for 
refusing evidence, 674 
ground for refusing to give evidence, 674 
indecent matter, evidence involving unnecessary disclosure of, not permitted to 
be given, 427 

India, affidavits, how sworn in, 629 

registers of marriages of Christians in» provisions as to admittance of, 635 
Indian court, Attorney-General, statement of, sufficient to support a rule to order 
the taking of evidence by, 614 
inferior courts, rules of, when subject to judicial notice, 487 

innkeeper, action against, for loss of guest's luggage, upon whom burden of proof 
rests, 434 

inquisitions, Crown, to ascertain rights of the, how far admissible as evidence, 
476 


inscriptions, pedigree cases, when admissible in, 564 

tombstones, on, where admissible, 664, 565 
inspection, age of person, in some cases, ascertained by, 608 
court or jury may obtain information by, 608 
deceit, action of, not decided merely by judge's inspection, 609 
judge, powers of, to order, by jury and others, 609 
things, of, by which court or jury obtain information, 607, 608 
witness, demeanour of, as mode of proof, 608 
intention, animals, cruelty to, intent of party inflicting, not necessary to proof of 
guilt, 449 

bankrupt, undischarged, obtaining credit without disclosing fact of 
bankruptcy, intent immaterial to offence, 449 
conduct as proof of, 450 

drunkenness, where condition of mind due to, 450 

evidence and substantive law, line of demarcation between, not always 
clearly observed in coses, 449 
when cognisable by the law of, 449 
Infringement of patent, cause of action not affected by party's, 449 
presumption of, where material, 499 
proof of, 449, 450 

interlocutory proceedings, affidavits, use of, in, 482 

Chancery Division, practice as to evidence in, 619 
evidence by affidavit in, practice as to, 619 
in, how taken, 619 

interrogatories, evidence under commission or letters of request may be taken by, 
618 


struck out, may be, when tending to criminate, 676 
Ireland, judicial notice of law in, as taken by the English courts, 485 

register books, certified copies of entries in, when a^issible, 635 
issxe, disclosure of, in modem times, 421 

marriage, during continuance of, when presumed legitimate, 504, 605 
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UBue, what is the, the point to be determined, 421 
jo^t tenants, admissions of either are endence against the other, 461 
jndge, document where lost, any construction on must be by the, 430 
documents, construction of, a matter for the, 429, 430 
duty of, to direct the Jury upon the application of law to matters in 
dispute, 428 

eTidence, admissibility of, determined by, 421 
by, must be sworn to, 592 

examples of, requiring judge’s decision as to admissibility, 428 
must decide as to the admissibility of, 428 
to go to jury, question as to, must be decided by, 429 
function of, after evidence admitted to direct the jury, 421 
to decide matters of law, 428 

determine what is relevant to the issue, 421 
when sitting with jury, when sitting with assessors, 433 
issue tu be discovered by. in what manner, 421 
witnesses out of court, power of, to order, 593 
judge’s notes, witness, statements of, not evidenced by, 476 
judgment, admissible as conclusive proof of its contents, 542 

effect of, as evidence may differ as they are pronounced for or against 
party, 483 

evidence, where not of fact, not directly decided, 483 
existence of, is of itself conclusive, 484 
foreign, how impeached as evidence, 483 
House of Lords, of the, how proved, 551 
impeachability of, as evidence, 483 

in jfersonam, Omissible, as conclusive, between parties and privies, 543 
strangers, cases in which it is admissible against, 543 
in rem^ conclusiveness of proof of facts decided, 642 
inferior courts, of, how proved, 652 
witness may be contradicted by the admission of, 484 
Judicature Act, evidence, technical rules of, power to dispense with under, 419 
judicial disclosures, evidence by way of, cannot be given, 427 
inquiry, facts wliich may be relevant to the issue, 440 
notice. Acts of Parliament of which judges are bound to take, 485 
almanack, the, receives, 492 

children, mischievous acts of, as becomes their nature, receives, 495 

City of London, customs of, when receiving, 486 

counties, divisions of, where receiving, 494 

English law, every branch of, receives, 485 

foreign laws are not the subject of, 487 

ruler, status of, when receiving, 493 
States existence and titles of when receiving, 493 
gestation, period of, receives, 495 

Government of the country, its oiTicers and orders receive, 492, 493 
inferior courts, rules of, when subject to, 487 
law merchant, usages of, when subject of, 485, 486 
matters occurring in the ordinary course of business receive, 496 
of which judges are bound to take, 484, 485 
notorious facts receive, 494 
practice relating to, 486 

quarter sessions of county, takes, of petty sessional divisions, 494 

seals and signatures receiving, 495, 496, 497 

solicitors, privileges and obli^tions of, receive, 487 

state of war, existence of, receives, 493 

taxing masters, practice of, receives, 487 

time, expression of, in Acta of Parliament and legal instruments, 492 
proceedings, criminal court, in, bow proved, 550 

High Court, in the, how proved, 548, 649 
judgment, conclusive proof of existence, 642 
old superior courts, of, proof of, by production of record, 651 
fury, admissions, may attacn different degrees of credit to different parts, 458 
direction of, by the judge, 421 

documents, oonstmetion of, when judge assisted bjr, 429, 480 
duty of, to accept and follow the directions of the judge upon the law, 488 
evidence, the credibility of, is a question for, 421 ^ 

to go to, judge must decide as to, 429 
function to dedde questions of fact, 428 
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jniy, land, idenUacatioo of, a qncjtioa for, 4S2 . . ^ 

Tiew by, of any place, may be ordered bj Mge, 509 
juryman, eWdence, who giree, must take an oath lyfore dolM so, 592 
lustice, certificate of, where eyidence of dismissal of charge of aw^iilt, 477 
ordcrt of, forming a highway district proved by certified copies, 662 
King’s printer, Acts of Parliament and oflaoial documents proved hy copies printed 
by the, 626 

knowledge of party, inferred, may be circumstantially, 448 

letters with seals broken in possession of party, implied as to 
contents, 448 

usually shown by documentary evidence, 448 
landlord and tenant, admissions of tenant do not restrict landlord’s rights, 460 
law merchant, judicial notice of, where taken, 486, 486 
reports, not evidence of the facts therein stated, 475 
leading questions, form of, suggesting an answer, where inadmissible, 594 
lease, counterpart signed by lessee as evidence of ownership, 442 
legal adviser, witness, when a, may remain when witnesses oiriered out of court, 
693 

legatee, executor, admissions of, are evidence against, 460 
legitimacy, presumption of, where rebutted, 604, 505 

register of baptism, entries in, as to, where admitted in evidence,' 637 
letters, date of, prinid facie evidence of date of writing, 667 
delivery of, how proved, 666 
evidence required as to, 439 

failure to answer not necessarily an admission of the truth of contents, 
468 


knowledge of contents implied when in possession of party with the seals 
broken, 448 

posting of, how proved, 656 

notice, statutory provisions as to, 566, 667 
receipt of, presumed on proof of proper addressing and posting, 441 
unsealed, presumed so posted, 441 
proof of, where conclusive by statute and orders, 441, 666 
** without prejudice,” when excluded as proof, 467 
written “ without prejudice,” 667, 658, 659 
letter-book, letter copied in, is, as against the owner, evidence of posting, 667 
letters of request, foreign court, examination of witnesses by, issue of, to, 611 
lem foriy admission or rejection of evidence, questions relating to, must be deter- 
mined by, 420 

libel, basis of, an official state communication, action for cannot proceed, 487 
character, bad, of plaintiff, admissible in reduction of damages, 454 
fair comment, plea of, respective duties of judge and jury, 431 
identity in cases of, may shown by testimony of ordinary witnesses, 482 
when proof of, by reputation admitted as evidence in, 480 
malice, evidence of, similar facts may be given to show, 453 
opinions of witnesses, when receivable as to meaning of words used, 483, 607 
privilege, plea of, respective duty of judge and jury as to, 431 
words capable of being defamatory, judge must decide as to, 431 
licence, exportation of goods, for, presumed as being entered at Custom House, 442 
life, presumption of law as to, 500 
lighthouse journals, public records, admitted as, 642 

litigant, witness, statement by, on behalf of, where not evidence against him in 
other proceedings, 458 

Lloyd’s List, statement in, as notice of a state of blockade, 473 
log book, man-of-war, of, evidence of facts stated therein, 641 
books, merchantmen, of, not admissible as evidence, 642 
London Gasette, bankruptcy, matters relating to proceedings in, when proved by 
o<my of, 661 

Lords* Journals, House of Lords judgments may be proved by copy of, 661 
lost document, search for, must be hond fide and diligent before secondary evidence 
admissible, 518, 619 

objection to sufficiency of, must be taken at trial, 618 
^ant, proprietary rights in, when lawful origin presumed, 506 
instruments, presumption as to, being properly stamned, 616 

psoof, burden of, as to not being properly stamped, 516 
lunatic, evidence by, necessity for inquiries as to mental condition, 692 

malady, nature of, of, may show that defendant knew pf the lunacy, 448 
malice, libel, evidence of simitar facts may be given to show, 468 
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^ tithe commutation, when received as evidence, B31 

marriage, bigamy proceedings, strict proof of, required In. 446 
cohabitotion, mese^prinid facie evidence of, 444 
inferred by treatment of persons as married, 446 
presumed, where, until contrary shown, 504 
register, extract from, relating to admissibility of. 638 
of, what it proves, 637 

married woman, ^missions by, cannot get rid of a restraint on anticipation. 466 
medical man, evidence of patient’s health by, how admitted, 439 ^ 

reco^, no obligation on, to keep records of patients* illness, 466 
officer, register of, kept under orders of Poor Law Oommiasioners, 
in^missible as evidence, 474, 475 

mental condition, evidence of witness as to his own, at given period, 439 
relating to, how given, 439 
what may be given in proof of, 448 
witness may not testify directly as to that of others, 438, 608 
motor car, driving of a, the, by defendant when stopped, evidence of driving in 
recent stage of same journey, 440 

excessive speed, time marked on stop watch is evidence of fact, 603, 604 
necessaries, goods, whether they can be, a question for judge, whether they are. 

question for jury, 431, 482 ’ 

negligence, servant, by, burden of proof that servant was acting within scope of 
authority, where upon plaintiff, 435 

new trial, notice to produce where served in former trial is notice in, 522 
newspaper, report, inadmissible, where, 666 

reports, witness may refresh his memory by reference to, 665 
witness may refer to, for purpose of refreshing his memoiy, 696 
Konconformist re^sters, admissibility of, as evidence, 474 
non-parochial registers, extracts from, when admissible as evidence, 638 
nonsuit, plaintiff, of, where consent necessary, 436 
notice, omission to give, amounting to crime, presumption as to, 499 

rents, as to receipt of, by person other than vendor, effect of, 442 
to produce, documents must be specided with reasonable particularity, 522 
form and service of, 622 
new trial, fresh notice unnecessary in, 622 
service of, where necessary, where unnecessary, 620, 521 
notorious facts, judicial notice is given to, 494 
oath, form of, 691 

statutory declaration, where made in place of, 692 
oath and affirmation, children of tender years, where incapable of under* 
standing, 569 

declaration, solemn, in lieu of, where witness has no 
religious belief, 691 

evidence, when not received except on, 690 
Scottish, form of, 692 

statements not made by, before justices, may be refused 
hearing, 419 

office copy, document, of, filed in High Court, how proved, 649 

official certificates, evidence, os, receivable at common law, in few instances, 

476, 477 

where admissible as, by statute, 477 
justices, of, evidence of dismissal of charge for assault, 477 
matters triable by, 476 

public offloen, of, when receivable as evidence of facta therein 
stated, 476 

Sovexeign, of, under his sign manual, as an evidence of fact, 
476 

old deeds, ancient public rights, evidence of, by production of, 469 
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Omnia vrepsumvntwr rite eeee eusta^ matters to wmcn maxim applies, oOo 
opinion, ancient documents, proof of, by, of witnesses, 607, 608 
evidence of, rule as to, 607 
inadmissibility of, general rules as to, 479 
rule as to eviaence of, when relaxed, 607 
witness, matters in which, may give his, 607, 608, 609 
of, as to motives of another, inadmissible, 608 
when, may give evidence on his own, 608 
writing may be compared and proved by, of witnesses, 608 
oral evidence, document, as to contents of, when admissible, 423, 666, 668 
proof of fact by, 421 

statement of deceased persons as to contents of lost document, when 
receivable as secondary evidence, 423 
ordnance survey admissible, not in general, 632, 664 
“ parcel or no parcel,” question for the jury, 432 
parents, evidence as to bastardy of their offspring by, 427, 604 
parish books, custody of, is subject to statutory provision, 614 
registers, admissibility of, as evidence, 473 
in evidence, 536 

certified copies of entries in, are admissible, 536 
Parliament, judicial notice is taken of the officers and orders of, 492, 493 
parol evidence, ambiguity In document, where admitted to explain, 568 
documents, admissibility of, to interpret, 568 
partners, books of, access to, is presumptive evidence of knowledge of contents, 448 
partnership, admissions by partner in ordinary course of business are evidence 
a^inst firm, 460 

similar acts where not allowed in proof of, 452 
passing off goods, action for deceit, not decided by mere inspection, 509 
passport, evidence, when, that person described therein was abroad, 477 
patent, infringement of, in action for, evidence of expert cannot be given as to 
there being an infringement, 437 
Intention of party in&inging immaterial to cause of 
action, 449 

reference to former by skilled witness, 432 
patents, Patent Office, records of, when evidence of specification of, 479 
patients, health of, evidence as to, by their medical advisers, 439 
pawnbroker, article offered to, in pawn, question as to reasonable suspicion of theft 
for judge to decide, 431 

payment, receipt, when priwd facie evidence of, 662 

pedigree, declarations as to, by deceased persons, when admissible, 469, 470 
competency of person to make, relative to, 470 
description in wills admissible to prove, 669, 560 
family papers admitted in cases or, 560 
inscriptions, admissibility of, in cases relating to, 664 
** matter of,” what constitutes as a question in issue, 470 
reputation of family in proof of matters of, 479, 480 
peerage, decrees and answers in Chancery, where admissible in cases relating to 
the, 543 

principles applicable to admission of documents in cases relating to the, 
533 

registers, themselves, to be produced in cases relating to the, 536 
peers, evidence by, in ordinary courts, regulations as to, apply equally to, 692 
penalties, statutory provision for, 690 

witness, liability of, for non-attendance on wabpeona^ to, 688, 690 
penalty, liquidated damages or, a question for the judge, 432 
period of gestation, judicial notice is given to the, 496 

perjury, indictment for, proof of action in which committed, how made, 549 
perpetuation of testimony, actions for, who may bring, 630 

personal identity, criminal cases, act and authorship, proof of generally separable, 
447 

evidence which may be given to prove or disprove, 447 
photographs, identity, admitted in proof, when verified, 663 
as evidence of, when admissible, 482 
matrimonial cases, how received as evidence in, 482 
physical condition, evidence of, how given, 439 
plans and maps, admissibility of, as evidence, 681, 632, 664 

private nature, of, where ina^mi^ible, 563, 564 
pleadings, admissibility of, as evidence in subeequmit proceedings, 649 
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pleadings facts in, admitted by defendant, plaintiff cannot call eyidence exomil 
by leave, 436 ^ 

Ime formerly disclosed by, 421 

portraits, witnm may state opinion as to identity of person or thing portrayed, 607 
possession, ancient documents in evidence of, where produced l^m proper oontrol, 
442 

where acts of ownership consist of production of documents, 

property in, of person arrested on criminal charge is material evidence, 
610 

title to property, as evidence of, 442 
post, letters sent by, proof of posting, 556 
postmark, evidence of time and place of posting, 556 

power of attorney, document executed under, what proof required, 514, 516 
predecessor in title, statements by, evidence against party claiming through him, 
459 

presumption of fact, adultery, proof of, as applied to, 441 

as distinguished from that of law, 440, 441 
business, general course of, presumed to follow, 441 
debt once proved to exist, presumed to remain unpaid, 441 
definition of, 497 

jury in their discretion may infer from, 498 
letters, receipt of, where presumed, 441 
licence for exportation of goods, where entered at custom 
house, 442 

life, as applied to, 441, 500 
rules of law governing, distinction between, 497 
ship, becoming unseaworthy without visible cause, so pro* 
Burned on leaving, 441 

unlawful condition, continuance of, not presumed, 441 
innocence, evidence of guilt, primt facie^ must be shown before 
answer is called for, 499 

law, ancient documents, when purport of, is presumed correct, 606 
documents, regularity and validity of, how presumed, 606 
irrebuttable, unsatisfactory nature of, 498 
issue of deceased person, not subject of, 504 
nature and effect of, 498 
rebuttable, matters to which it relates, 499 
nature of, 498 

wrong-doer, always against, as to unexplained circumstance 
as between that person and innocent party, 607 
presumptions, statutoiy, as to, 607 

previous convictions, proof of, by producing record and by identification, 660 
primary evidence, document, production of, and best evidence as to its authen- 
ticity and contents, 617, 618 
production of, where possible, 420, 421, 422 
principal, agent, statements of, in that capacity aff^^ct, 460, 461 
prisoners, witnesses, as, bow attendance compelled, 680 
private Acts of Parliament, proof of, 626 

statements in, where wholly inadmissible as evidence, 
473 

documents. Inadmissibility of, in what cases, 632 

rights, declarations as to, by deceased persons, when admissible in evidence, 
468 

privies, classes of, 459 

privilege, communication not the subject of, 672 

confidential communications between legal advisers and client, when 
subject to, 671, 672 

counsel, when called by client, cannot plead, 572 

document subject to, when referred to by litigant, 672 

husband and wife, where subject to, 573 

judge may claim and refuse to be called as witness, 671 

legal adviser, ciient to, may waive, 672 

plea of, respective duty of judge and jury as to, 431 

public officials are sui^ject to, 673 

secrets of state are subject to. 672, 573 

solicitor cannot claim privilege from disclosing his cUenta name, 571 
witness may claim, 670 
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prmlege, wltnees may refuse to gWe an answer tending to Incxlmmate nlmseix, 

574, 675 

produce his title deeds, 574 
witnesses, of, from arrest, reason for, 587 
probate, domicil is primd fade eridonce of, 654 

production of, to prove validity or contents of will, 612 
probate and letters of administration, matters proved by production of, 663, 654 

production of, or of copies, as evidence, 653 
proclamations, certification of, by officers mentioned in the schedule to the 
Documentary Evidence Act, 626, 626 

professional men, duty of, in some cases, to keep records of work done, 466 
proof, burden of, distinction to be drawn in applying rule as to, 483 
general rule as to, 433 

test as to person upon whom it falls, 433, 434 
evidence is the foundation of, 419 
facts, truth or falsity of, is determined by, 419 
property, possession, effect of, on title to, 442 

rents and profits, receipt of, as evidence of title, 442 
title to, matters admissible as evidence of, 442 

presumption of, by acts of ownership, 442 
public analyst, report of, where inadmissible to prove facts stated, 532 
authority, surveys made under, when receivable in evidence, 476 
capacity, acting in, where evidence of title so to act, 443 

officials whose appointment held provable by acting, 443, 444 
documents, certified copies of, when admissible in evidence, 624 

parts of, not admissible when outside 
the scope of writer’s authority, 628, 
531 


documents which are within the category of, 473 
examined copies must not contain abbreviations not in the 
original, 624 

of, when admissible as evidence, 624 
examples of, provable in manner of, 629, 530 
exemplifications of, now rarely used, 623 
histories duly accredited, how receivable, 478, 479 
non-parochim registers, when admissible in evidence as, 633 
office copies of, admissibility of, as evidence, 623 
parish registers, admissibility of, as, 536 
production of copies of, when admissible as evidence, 623 
proof of, by means of copies, statutory provisions as to, 623 
public inquiry, embodying results of, is evidence of facts therein 
stated, 627, 628 

statements in, grounds for being received as evidence, 472, 473 
officials, privileged, are, from disclosing the source of information, 673 
policy, evidence of facts, when not allowed as against, 427 
registers, entries in, effect of, as evidence, 473 
statutes, judicial notice, receive, and require no proof, 625 

statements contained in, where admissible in evidence, 473 
Quakers and Moravians, affirmation, form of, b^ members of the bodies of, 692 
quarter sessions, admissibility of sessions book in proof of proceedings in court of. 


court of, takes judicial notice of petty sessional divisions, 494 
rate books, poor rates, when evidence of due making, 541 

tenants, entry of names of, in, when evidence of ownership, 541 
rebutting evidence, burden of proof of, upon whom lying, 435 

similar facts, where tendered by way of, 463 
xecelpts, admissible where amounting to statement of deceased person againac 
interest, 663 

effect of, as matter of contract, 662 
old, thirty years, prove themselves, 663 
parol evidence may be admitted to contradict, 662 
payment, facie evidence of, 662 

unstampea, when received in evidence, 516, 617 
receiver of wrecks, examination of master by, not admissible in collision cases, 531 
stolen property in possession of, buraen of explanation is on, 447 
record, certified copies of, admissibility of, as evidence, 624 
insp^Uon of, peculiarly a matter for the court, 430 
re-examioatlon, witness, of, questions which are permissible in, 699 
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regimental books, records made in, nro'vislons relating to, 635 
register, baptism, of, wbat is proved by, 637 
marriage, of, what is proved by, 537 
registers, colonial and foreign, when admissible as evidence, 475 
custody of, regulations as to the proper, B37 

facts recorded in, where admissible under statute as evidence, 474, 475 
inadmissibility, of, in what cases, B38 

marriages of British subjects abroad, of, provisions relating to, 636 
statutory provisions, kept pursuant to, 539 
Begistrar-Gleneral, birth certificate, of, what is proved by, 533 

certified copies of register relating to births, marriages, or deaths, 
when received in evidence, 533 
death, certificate of, what is proved by, 683, 634 
maniage, certificate of, nature of proof contained in, 534 
non-parochial registers, where admissible by statute, 539 
rent, notice as to receipt of, by person other than vendor, efiect of, 442 
rents and profits, evidence of ownership of property, where, 442 
reports. General Medical Council, of, where admissible as evidence, 475 
inquiries, of, where admitted, where not so admitted, 546 
public documents, admissible when of the nature of, 545 
reputation, identity, when proof of, admitted by evidence of, 480 
public rights, received as evidence in proof of, 479 
res gesta, declarations sometimes falling within the principle of, 439 

facts sometimes defined as the, 420 - 

res inter alios acta, depositions, when inadmissible as being in nature of, 647 

facts sought to be proved as part of the res gestat must not be, 
420 

restraint of trade, custom in, reasonableness of, a question for the jui^e, 432 
on anticipation, admissions by married woman cannot get ria of, 
revenue books, admissibility of, in proof of facts therein stated, 54 1 . 

royal commission, return to, must be signed and sealed by the commissioners to be 
admissible, 630 . . mr 

proclamations, proof of, by copy of the Gazette, 525 
Rule Committee, evicience, rules relating to, may be made by, 419 
rules, evidence, of, cardinal, 420 a la 

rumour, existence of, not evidence of knowledge of fact whPti 

sale of goods, action in contracts for, when of the value of £10 or upwards, when 
to be evidenced by writing, 426 , . . . , -i 

agreement, when not to be performed within a year, is evidenced by 

Bale of Food and^Dra^’ic^ 1876, analyst’s certificate, when conolusiTe eTidenoe 

against defendant, 477, 478 . j i u Aor 

Sale of Goods Act, 1893, evidence, rules of. provided by >426 
judicial notice of the law of, how accepted m 
regUter books, certified copies of entries m, when admimible, 635 
seal, county court, ol, significance of, in 
seals and signatures, judicial notice is taken of, 4J6, 496, 4J7 

searohTd'^menM®^**?®^"”®®®^^ secondary eyidenoe must give proof of, 618, 

selJndaiy evidence, acceptance of, when primary evident “btainable, 422 
seoouuaij document, lost, when proof of, may be given by, 618, 6i» 

of, when admissible, 422 
documents, as to, when inadmissible, 5^0 

of.’ admissible of facts stated a^mst owners, 661 
sale of, evidence as to, must be in ^ 

iinflea.wortbv. oresumption of fact rdating to, 441 j. Ran 

^ nnattested document, to, how proved, 610 
silence, assent by, when inferred, 469 

:^‘’iStavtaSr’S^^missible in evidence to proof of, 46* 
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similar facts, evidence of, in what cases admissible, 452 

must be of same specific kind, 453, 454 
purposes for which tendered, 450 
when received to show intent, 453 
exclusion of, origin of rule as to, 451 
partnership, where not allowable in proof of, 452 
rebutting evidence may be given by tendering, 463 
received in evidence, in what cases, 452 
title to property, admitted in proof of, 462 
slander, word capable of being defamatory, judge must decide as to, 431 
solicitor, admissions of, where evidence against client, 462 

affidavits cannot be sworn before, acting in the cause or matter, 628 
appearance of, as evidence of capacity to act for client, as to, 444 
communications between, and their clerks, where not admissible in 
evidence, 427 

documents in possession of, where production compellable, 581, 582 
judicial notice is taken of privileges and obligations of, 487 
liability of, for expenses of witness, 584 

mhpoena duoet teovmt when served with, may refuse to produce dc la- 
ments which client could withhold, 581 
transactions of, no obligation on to keep records of, 466 
unstamped document, production of, received as evidence where under- 
taking to stamp given by, 515 

stamps, documents, when inadmissible as evidence unless properly stamped, 616 

obliteration of, does not prevent document being received as evidence, 517 
state of mind, acta and declarations of party important in judging, 450 

declarations as evidence of, not evidence of truth of matters stated, 
460 

fraud, to find person guilty of, the state of mind must be looked at, 
439 

intention, proof of, 449, 450 

when a matter of evidence, 449 
mental condition of party, how proved, 448 

sanity, where, of recipient of letter in issue, knowledge of contents, 
where not presumed, 448 

similar facts, where receivable as evidence to show, 463 
testator, sanity of, permission of physician to make a will, not 
received as proof of, 445 

state of war, existence of, receives judicial notice, 493 
State secrets, disclosure of, forbidden to bo put in evidence, 427 
statements, predecessor in title, by, when in possession of title, effect on part^ 
claiming through him, 459 

Statute of Frauds, agreements to be in writing by, before admitted as evidence, 425 
Limitations, document sufficiently acknowledged to take out of, a ques- 
tion for the judge, 482 

statutes, letters, receipt of, where proof conclusive by, 441, 556 
statutory declaration, oaths out of court taken by way of, 692 
^uhpwTiaSf attachment for contempt where persons refuse to conmly with, 579 

Crown Office, service of, when witness within the United Kingdom, 
679, 680 

persons, action against, preventing service of, 578 
who may issue, 678 
service of, 678 
set aside, may be, 678 

tuhpcDna ad tesUjioaTidum^ suhpmna duee* teeum^ use of, 677, 678 
substituted service of, may be made, 678 
validity of, as to time, 678 

witness, action for damages against, for non-attendance on, 590 
wibpeBna duees teeum^ documents, production of, compelled by, 580 

required must be specified, 580 
duty of witness in possession of documents when served 
with, 681 

solicitors may refuse to produce confidential documents 
when served with, 581 

third party must be served with, before secondary evidence 
admissible, 520 

subsequent proceedings in same cause, evidence taken on hearing or trial of any 
cause may be used in, 648 
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summary proceedings, certificate of dismissal by justice is evidence of such 
dismissal, 561 

register of the court or certified extract, is evidence of 
matters the subject of, 650 

surveyor, books of deceased, entries in, where admissible as evidence, 4.66, 466 
taxing masters, judicial notice is taken of practice of, 487 
telegram, form, the original, which is, 659 

proof of meaning, when sent by a code, 669 
tenant for life, remainderman, title of, not affected by admission of, 460 
testator, sanity of, not proved by permission of physician to make a will, 445, 446 
will, lost,^ declarations as to contents admissible by deceased, 472 
testators, declarations of deceased, where receivable in evidence as to their wills, 
471, 472 

third party, admission by, when binding principal, 424, 459 

documents in bands of, when secondary evidence admitted, 620 
evidence of, as to conversations between two parlies, where admissible, 
439 

opinion of, when evidence against party seeking, 4C2 
time, Acts of Parliament, expression of, in, how regulated, 492 
almanack, the, is part of the common law, 492 
sunrise and sunset, meaning of expressions, 492 
tithe commutation map, title to land, inadmissible as evidence as to, 631 
title deeds, oonstruction of, a question for the judge, 432 

identification of land described in, a question for jury, 432 
tombstones, inscriptions on, where admissible, 564, 565 

inadmissible, 632 

treatment, acts of ownership, when evidenced by, 446 

state of things, of, as being in existence, how received in evidence, 445, 
446 

treaty, foreign State or British colony, with, how proved, 491 
trial, admissions, how made on the record fur purposes of, 484 
on aflSdavits, consent as to, must be in writing 620 

court may order proof of fact by, 622, 623 

refuse to take evidence in this manner, 620 
cross-examination of deponent, how effected, 622 
deponent, attendance of, may be required by party, 621 
infants or persons of unsound mind, how consent given by, 620 
626 

instances where court ordered proof by affidavit, 623 
mode of procedure, 620 

order refused by court, in what cases, 623, 624 
person making affidavit cannot withdraw on throat of cross- 
examination, 622 
practice as to, 620, 621 

rule relating to proof of fact by affidavit, 623 
trustee, admissions of cestui que trust are evidence against, 460 
where binding co-trustees, 461 
user, evidence, as, of title to easements, 443 

valuation lists, rates, taxes, and qualifications, where conclusive evidence of, 630 
verdict, divorce court, of, when admitted as proof of cruelty and adultery, 646 
proof, conclusive, where, as between parties and privies, 644 
strangers, where admissible against, 644 

warranty, statement of horse dealer of veterinary surgeon’s opinion does not 
negative the giving of a, 446 , , . 

will, alterations In, by erasure or interlineation presumed made after execution, 
606 

contents of, evidenced by probate, 612, 669 

interpretation of, declarations of deceased testator when received as to, 471, 
472 

lost, declarations of deceased testator as to, admissible as secondary evidence, 
472 

original may be looked at for purpose of construction, 569 
proof of validity and contents by production of probate or sealed copy, 612 
proves Itself when thirty years old and produced from proper custody, 669 
testator, declarations of deceased, when receivable in evidence as to, 471, 472 
••without prejudice/’ letters written, and expressed or proved to be, when admis- 
sible, 667 

where communications protected, 467 
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« without prejudice,” privilege, how waived, 559 

where existing, extends to whole conespondenoe, 
658, 559 

rule as to letters written, how confined, 557, 558 
witnesses abroad, examination of, practice as to, 616, 617 

power of court to order examination of, 614 
what is required before letters of request will issue to examine, 
614 

where an order for examination will not be made, 614 
age, opinions as to, may be received from ordinary, 482 
answer, are bound to, where question admissible, 595 

improperly obtained is inadmissible in subsequent proceedings, 
576 

answers by, statutory provision as to, 675, 576 

where there is no refusal to g^ve, 576 
they cannot be refused, 675 

of, excluded when involving inferences of law or fact for court 
or jury to draw, 437 

when they may be contradicted, 601, 602 
arbitrator may be called as witness in proceedings to enforce his award, 
671 

arrest of witness attending court, how discharge obtained, 683 
privilege of, from, in what cases, 686, 686, 687 
arresting a witness, when a contempt of court, 588 
attachment of, requisites for, 689, 690 
attendance of, how enforced, 577, 678, 616 

practice relating to enforcement of, 577, 615 
when compellable, 677 

attesting witness, when he may be contradicted, 605 
bankrupt may be called by a creditor, 574 

blind, may have documents read over to them to refresh their memories, 
596 

books, may refresh their memory by looking at, in giving evidence, 424, 595 
character of, may be impeached, 601 
children, when not, admitted as, 569 

commission, examination of, under, how order obtained, 609 
to examine, how order for, made, 612 
conduct money should be tendered to, 578 
contempt of court by, form of punishment, 588, 589, 690, 615 
counsel or solicitors may give evidence while acting as advocates, 570 
credit of, may be re-established, 603 
criminal cases, where wife or husband can testify, 670 
cross-exaidination, when not subject to, 597, 698 
Crown, for the, where privileged, 673 

damages against, action for, where no attendance on subpoBna^ 590 

deaf and dumb, how evidence of, taken, 569 

demeanour of, information to be gained by, 508 

document, to attestation of, competency, 511 

evidence as to their own sanity, cannot ^ve, 608 

of adultery, when witness need not answer showing guilt, 676 
examination of, by commission, 609 

examiners, mode of procedure, 610 
in chief, 694 

order for, within the jurisdiction, when made, 613 
expenses of, courts to which provisions relating to payment apply, 685 
payment of, may be claimed before evidence given, 679 
waiver of, 683, 684 

witness offering to bear his own, has no answer to motion for 
attachment, 683, 584 
expert, competency of, 481 

may remain in court when other witnesses excluded, 694 
opinions of, in what cases admitted, 480, 481 

where and how admissible, 480, 481, 482 
foreign country, fear of prosecution in, where ground for refusing to 
give evidence, 674 

law, competency of witness to prove, 488 

in giving evidence as to, witness may refresh his memory, 
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witneases, mnd jnron cannot give CTidence of what Ims passed before them, 671 
party may be prored by opinion of ordinary, 483, 607, 

DUO 

hosUle country, in, when order for examination of, made, €16 
husband and wife, overheard conversation may be disclosed by third 
party, 674 ^ 

Identity, testimony of, as to, 482, 607 
impeaching credit of, 600 

when permissible, 694 

impeachment of credit of, questions tending to the, where limited, 601 
incriminating answer, can be refused by, 674, 676 
inferior courts, failure to attend, where no attachment can issue, 690 
judge, competency of , to give evidence, 670 

duty of, to decide as to the competency of, 670 
judgments may be admitted to contradict, 484 
jurisdiction, when not within the, how attendance compelled, 679 
out of the, how examined, 610 
jnror, competency of, to give evidence, 670 

litigant may act as his own advocate and bo sworn as a witness, 670 

memory, may refresh their, by reference to papers, 695 

mental condition at given time, may give evidence as to own, 430 

newspaper reports, may refer to, to refresh memory, 666 

non-attendance of, on suhpeena^ statutory penalties for, 690 

opinion, cannot give an, as to the motives of another, 608 

opponents, impeaching credit of, 601 

ordinary, opinions of, when admissible, 482, 607 

out of court, judge may order, 603 

persons not affected by judge’s order, 693 
party, when, may cross-examine his own, 600 
peers may give evidence wiien trying one of their number, 670 
penalties, to, liability of, 688, 689, 690 
persons competent to be, 569 

of unsound mind, when permitted to give evidence, 669 
who are incompetent, 669 

petty jurors cannot give evidence of what took place between them at 
the trial, 571 

previous convictions, may be asked as to, 601, 602 
prisoners as, how attendance compelled, 680 

privilege, judge may refuse to give evidence as to judicial proceedings 
that have been before him, 671 
persons who may claim, 670 
when, may be claimed by, 670 
protection of, in respect of evidence given, 588 

questions relevant to tho issue, in most cases must only be put to, 601 
re-examination of, questions admissible in, 599 
recalling of, by judge or jury, 699 
refusal by, to answer question, when to be Jiade, 676 
of. to leave court when ordered is contempt, 694 
to answer guhpcena^ consequences of, 679 
religious belief, of no, may make solemn declaration, 691 
statements by, called by litigant when not evidence against him in other 
proceedings, 458 

subject-matter of action may be sent out of the jurisdiction for 
examination by, 614 

mbpcBTULy when served with, by both parties, rights of, 684 
ml)pwTui 9 y served with, must to paid or tender^ expenses, 683 
which may be issued against, 678 

surveyor, when assisting the court, ought not to be called as a, 671 
testif^ng to matters in issue, when, must state them with reasonable 
fulness, 437 

title deetls, cannot be compelled to produce, 574 
writ, of commission, mode of examination to be taken abroad is prescribed in, 616 
time of issue on, conclusive proof of time of issuing, 643, 544 
writing, transaction evidenced by, writing must be produced if existing, 422 
written document, execution of, by party, implies knowledge of contents, 448 

extrinsic evidence, where inadmissible to contradicts 427, 666 
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